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Abstract

Objectives: The purpose of this study is to debate the current research and the ways to obtain data to design the new child
protection system of Japan by comparing its situation to other countries.

Method: The Ministry of Labour, Health and Welfare, Family Welfare Division of the Equal Employment, Children and
Family Bureau provided the database concerning the Japanese child Protection system. Meanwhile, national official
statistics were examined and literature reviews were conducted to provide data about the Child Protection system in other
countries, which would allow some sort of comparison with the Japanese data.

Results: Sixty percent of children in residential care, which is mainstream in Japan, have experienced maltreatment and
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showed serious and multiple disorders. Evidence-based research that could be translated into a care system able to meet the

needs of these children is currently lacking. Drawing on studies from other countries, there is an urgent need to resolve this

issue by obtaining evidence and collecting data about the current care provision system and the cost of both foster family

care and residential care.

Conclusion: The findings in this paper certainly have some limitations but also have the virtue of revealing issues that

need to be addressed before reforming the system of child protection.
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