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Future research area of water supply in light of the damage
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Abstract

Waterworks facilities and water pipes were extensively damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake. Furthermore, in some
areas, radioactive iodine was detected in quantities that exceeded the regulation values relating to limits on food and drink
ingestion issued by the Nuclear Safety Commission of Japan and/or the tentative criterion established by the Food Sanitation
Law.

Research themes relating to health, and safety and crisis management of water supply areas by the Health and Labor
Sciences Research Grant were mainly concerned with safety and security under normal circumstances. These research findings
were used for the establishment and revision of drinking water standards and/or guidelines in Japan. However, it was presumed
that the usage of these research findings was limited. Therefore, it was decided that in future, conducting research of not only
normal situations but also emergency situations (e.g., emergency rehabilitation, water supply, and anti-terrorism) was required.
Until the explosion at the nuclear power plant caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake, contamination of drinking water by
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radionuclides had not been experienced in Japan. To date, research findings relating to radionuclides in drinking water and
environmental waters are very limited. Thus, it was decided that such research should be regularly conducted.
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