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Environmental health : A study based on the earthquake disaster
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Abstract

Preparedness, securing manpower, and improvement in the qualifications of environmental sanitation inspectors are
required on the part of local governments to enhance regional health risk management systems. Our study on the training
needs and current situation of the inspectors showed that 1) clerical workers who do not necessarily have the basic knowledge
of sanitation are responsible for inspection in some municipalities, and 2) training needs related to countermeasures against
Legionella, the Maintenance of Sanitation in Buildings Act, the Water Supply Act, and healthy housing are high. In order to be
able to respond to the needs of environmental health in times of disaster, it is desirable for environmental sanitation inspectors
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to obtain the necessary sKills to identify the needs and be able to choose among the various corrective actions; however, the
fact remains that some inspectors face technical challenges. Therefore, it is necessary for inspectors to review their daily tasks

by keeping disaster response in mind. In addition, personnel development for the coordinators and cooperation among local

governments will serve as the challenges for the study on health and safety, and risk management.
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