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Abstract

In interviews conducted before the Great East Japan Earthquake with experts in research on health protection and
emergency preparedness and response, it was suggested that information was a common constituent in the field of health
protection and emergency preparedness and response, and that the development of the comprehensive and integrated
approaches to research and the projection and prevention of threats to health could be the important research areas in this
field. It is further suggested that their importance should be emphasized after the earthquake.

There are two aspects in information related to health protection and emergency preparedness and response, one is the flow
of information within the network, and the other is the starting of information among the networks. The starting of information,
in particular, can be a trigger for promoting the connections between different organizations, sectors, and disciplines, and
can consequently lead to the development of comprehensive and integrated approaches to address the various public health
emergencies.

It is necessary to project the impact of the past and present emergencies on the future status of health and environment, and
to foresee the future emergencies and health problems caused by them. Therefore, research focused on prevention of public
health emergencies will become more and more important. While conducting a study on the prevention of emergencies, we
must take into account the fact that all the things in the universe are likely to be potential threats to health, and comprehensively
evaluate their potential risks and benefits.

The research chart of health protection and emergency preparedness and response was set wherein the comprehensive and
integrated approaches and the projection and prevention of threat to health were regarded as coordinate axes. It is possible
to define the status quo of research and development by allocating the previous research themes to the chart, and to find
some novel research themes to address, such as risk surveillance, lessons from experiences with previous emergencies, the
attitude and potential of people to cope with public health emergencies, application of new technology to health protection and
emergency preparedness and response, risk benefit analysis of modern science and technology and behavior patterns, and the
ability of the local system to cope with global environmental change.

Keywords: emergency preparedness and response, health protection, research and development, research chart,
information, prevention
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