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Abstract

Japan Nosocomial Infections Surveillance (JANIS) was launched as a program of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
of Japan in the year 2000 to provide practical and useful information for infection control practices in hospitals. It includes any
type of hospital with more than 200 beds, with voluntary participation. It consists of five different divisions with different
surveillance objectives.

JANIS releases two kinds of information, information open to the public and information for feedback. The former aims at
providing the general public including public health workers with data on the incidence of hospital infections and isolation of
antimicrobial-resistant bacteria in Japan. The latter aims at feedback of the information to the JANIS member hospitals so that
they can evaluate their infection control programs.

The primary objective of JANIS is to establish national data regarding nosocomial infections and antimicrobial-resistant
bacteria in Japan. However, feedback information for individual hospitals was also important to motivate hospitals to participate
in JANIS.
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