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Abstract

Objectives: The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of the 2011 measles situation in Tokyo, Japan, for effective
disease control measures in support of the 2012 measles elimination target.

Methods: Measles infection data in Tokyo are stored in the National Epidemiological Surveillance of Infectious Diseases
(NESID) system. The NESID system records were reviewed for measles cases in 2011. In addition, information on outbreaks in
institutional/facility settings was collected from public health centers in Tokyo. The demographic information, epidemiological
information, laboratory results and outhreak information were summarized.

Results: A total of 178 cases were reported in 2011. Of the 178 cases, 128 (72%) were reported during March 28 to June 19,
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2011. Five outbreaks accounted for 16 (13%) of the 128 cases. The median outbreak size was four cases (range: 2-4). Of the 178
cases, 113 (63%) were unvaccinated or had unknown vaccination status. The 113 cases were distributed over all age groups
(range: 6 months to 65 years). Three genotypes of measles virus were identified among samples collected: D4 (47 cases), D9
(22 cases), and D8 (1 case). There were 173 (49%) cases deleted from the 351 cases initially reported in 2011.

Conclusions: There were no large outbreaks of measles reported in Tokyo in 2011. The imported D4, D9 and D8 genotype

measles viruses were found in Tokyo. It is important to continue to promote measles vaccination targeting unvaccinated people

or people whose vaccination status is not known. Imported measles cases must be carefully assessed to assure that they do not

represent a sustained Tokyo-acquired chain.
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