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Abstract

For social work practitioners, survey research in social science, such as a questionnaire survey, is not necessarily accepted
as an endeavor aiming for social improvements or reforms. A study which aims to focus on subjects who receive care can
involve a risk of overlooking adverse circumstances of health care professionals. The theory of autonomy as self-governance is
based on perspectives of healthy elderly individuals that are similar to those of non-elderly individuals, posing a risk of socially
eliminating the elderly with characteristics that are unique to normal elderly, such as aging and weakness.

The responsibility of social science researchers is not limited to the observation and interpretation of social problems. To
improve the current status of questionnaire surveys, health care professionals, and the elderly with low physical function,
cooperation with social work practitioners is needed for social science researchers.
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