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Abstract

The Cancer Control Act has been in force since April 2007. Based on this law, the Basic Plan to
Promote Cancer Control Programs, which aims to encourage comprehensive and well-planed cancer
control, was discussed by the Cancer Control Promotion Council and approved by the Japanese Cabinet
in June 2007. The plan was launched in June 2007 and covered five fiscal years-from 2007 to 2011. It
provided a model for developing the Prefectural Plan to Promote Cancer Control. As the Basic Plan
requires updating at least every five years under the Cancer Control Act, the Phase Two Basic Plan was
approved by the Japanese Cabinet in June 2012. Although the field of the first plan was mainly limited to
medicinal or medical care, that of the second one was broadened to include social activities, such as
support for patients to access their jobs and student education to understand cancer correctly. This
article discusses the second plan of the Cancer Control Promotion Council and touches on the author’s
view of the Basic Plan.
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