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Abstract

Although screening programs have long been conducted in Japan, reduction in cancer mortality has
not been attained. By promoting cancer screening, we could reach the goal of mortality reduction.
Despite the formulation of the Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs in 2007, scarce
improvement associated with the plan could be identified. The main reason is the legal infrastructural
and institutional insufficiency of the cancer screening system. Organized screening (OS), which is the
strategy for reducing cancer mortality through screening, should be set up in Japan. Fundamental and
drastic institutional reform is warranted to achieve this objective.
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