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Abstract

Recently population-based and hospital-based cancer registry systems have shown substantial
progress in Japan as a result of various efforts from the third 10-year strategy for cancer control and the
Basic Plan to Promote Cancer Control Programs. In particular, hospital-based cancer registries operated
by specified tumor registrars became widespread in the 396 designated cancer care hospitals and a data
collection system for the National Cancer Center was begun. Regarding the population-based cancer
registry, substantial progress has been made in terms of standardization due to the activities of the
research group supported by the Ministry of Health Labor and Welfare, and it now operates in all 47
prefectures. Nation-wide surveillance of population-based cancer registries aims at measuring incidence
and survival and providing data for cancer planning and evaluation. On the other hand, nation-wide
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surveillance of hospital-based cancer registries aim at measuring numbers of patients and site and stage-
specific survival by institution and providing data to patients, their families and health professionals.
Some basic ideas for promoting a future system are to (1) avoid redundancy, (2) establish the system to
maintain high quality, and (3) support pioneer activities. A survey system for prognosis can be
established by providing the data to the hospitals from the population-based cancer registries where
several official data are available, and these data can be shared by site-specific cancer registries and the

national clinical database through each hospital.
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