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Abstract

In June 2012, a cabinet decision was reached on the Phase Two Plan to Promote Cancer Control. The
Cancer Control Act was established in 2006, requiring prefectures to draw up a Prefectural Plan to
Promote Cancer Control (Phase One Plan). This is a review of the Phase One plans. In order to ensure
that the Phase Two plans are properly drawn up and effectively implemented, the Phase One prefectural
plans to promote cancer control must be properly evaluated and the results must be used to full
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advantage. The Phase One plans were assessed on 224 parameters in the following eight areas. (1)
Analysis of current status; (2) cancer prevention; (3) cancer screening; (4) cancer treatment; (5) cancer
information dissemination and counseling; (6) palliative care/home-health care; (7) cancer registration;
and (8) cancer research. The results showed that quite a few plans were poorly or incompletely planned,
for example, and revealed substantial disparities between prefectures. Correcting the deficiencies of the
Phase One plans will hopefully result in more workable Phase Two plans. In the past five years, some
progress has been made in cancer control through the development of a satisfactory number of cancer
base hospitals and counseling support centers, for example. However, “disparities between prefectures”
and the “need for improved quality” in cancer control have been pointed out and represent new issues in
the Phase Two plans. “A society in which people do not have to worry about cancer” has been proposed
as a new overall objective, and matters such as job assistance for cancer patients have been specified in
sectoral policy measures. It will be necessary to develop measures that embody these goals in the Phase
Two plan.

keywords: Prefectural plant to promote cancer control, evaluation, Phase Two plan, job assistance
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