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Abstract

Prefectures promote cancer prevention according to national and prefectural cancer plans in Japan.
However, the activities vary among prefectures. Almost half of the prefectures issued the ordinance
related to cancer prevention and had the specialized section for cancer prevention. There were large
differences in budgets and activities for promoting cancer screening among prefectures. The cost-
effectiveness had not been elucidated in these activities, and further efforts are required for more
effective cancer screening promotion. We found several examples of quality control of cancer screening,
regulation of environmental tobacco smoke, public education for cancer, and patient participation. Good
practices and experiences will provide important lessons for promoting cancer prevention at local levels,
and communication and information exchange among prefectures should be encouraged.
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