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Abstract

The primary lesson learned from the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami Disaster is that both
the concept of disaster and the disaster response framework under the Disaster Control Basic Act is
obsolete and inadequate to cope with such an extensive disaster. We should share a basic understanding
that disasters destroy local systems as well as buildings, effective relief operations require effective
preparations, and disasters are a major public health issue, not confined to emergency medicine. Based
on this consensus, I recommend four key solutions for health disaster preparedness plans; (1)
institutionalization of the coordination mechanisms for health disaster relief operations, (2) formulation
of objective-oriented disaster response teams, (3) development of an consolidated disaster health
information center to support disaster health relief operations, and (4) development of a pre-registered
assistance network to facilitate the mobilization of resources and assistance in emergency response
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period.

Under the current Act, “disasters” are defined to include both small localized disasters and extensive
disasters. The Act should be revised to categorize disasters according to the level of disaster relief
required. It is high time for a national disaster management organization to be established, as the U.S.
did in establishing FEMA and as some Asian countries have also done.

keywords: disaster, public health system, health relief operation, disaster preparedness plan, pre-
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