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Abstract

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) come to term in 2015 and it has been already proved that
there is substantial success in achieving those goals. Post-2015 Development Goals are now being
discussed through parallel processes but it is probable that the goals and objectives proposed by the Rio
Summit (1992), Cairo International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD : 1994), Beijing
Women’s Conference (1995) will be merged into one.

Contrary to the field of health and medicine, where the definition was clear since the ancient time, the
notion of population was developed in Western countries since 18th century, along with the notion of
democracy. The internationalization of population issue was marked by the first International Population
Conference in 1927. In the beginning, population issues were dealt with on a more academic level, but
gradually shifted to the political and diplomatic sphere with emerging fear of a population explosion in
the 1970’s. Since around the time of ICPD, the term “development” was inserted and Population and
Development had become a distinct field in the international cooperation scheme, which put strong
emphasis on reproductive health.

Since the conception of the ICPD Programme of Action in 1994, there was a divergence of opinions
concerning sexual and reproductive health and rights, particularly on the issue of abortion and
homosexuality. Twenty years on, the discordance still continues and no conciliation or even compromise
is foreseeable in the near future.

Japan excelled at its own population policy on reducing fertility through the Eugenic Protection Law
of 1948 and awarenessraising campaigns through occasions such as the Japanese Population
Conference organized in 1974. As the top donor country during the 1990’s, Japan’s ODA on population
was abundant. Recently, however along with a reduction in the total amount of ODA, a strategic
orientation or “smart” implementation has been needed more than ever.

Future population issues to be included in the Post-2015 Development Goals can be those such as
universal population registration, population aging or internal and international migration. However, one
must not forget the importance of population data, properly collected and disseminated. No
development goal can be achieved without having correct data on population, which enables anailsis of
the situation, evidence-based policy formulation and evaluation of impact.
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