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System for ensuring the safety of imported foods in Japan and
the international trend of food safety based on hazard analysis and
risk management
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Abstract

Japan’s food self-sufficiency rate has remained at around 40 percent since the mid-1990s, and while
60% of the foods consumed in Japan are imported from other countries. The negotiations for the Trans-
Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP), in which Japan had been participating, have been concluded, and
the distribution of food will be further accelerated. To accommodate this situation, Japan has established
a system to ensure the safety of imported foods. However, there are some cases in which imported food
has had problems that were barely detected at the time of import.

The United States and the European Union, -import many foods from foreign countries, much like
Japan does. Yet when they promote economic partnership agreements with certain countries, the
distribution of food from those countries increases even further. Corresponding to this, they introduced
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a regulation based on hazard analysis and risk management to better protect public health.
Furthermore, they have ensured the safety of all food by applying an equivalent rule not only to
domestic food but to imported food. In Japan, since the export and import of food is expected to
increase further in the future, new regulations on food safety based on hazard analysis and risk

management should now be considered.
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management
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