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Abstract

The Act concerning the Promotion of Dental and Oral Health was formulated in August 2011. This is
the first act to present ‘oral health plays a basic and important role in ensuring that people lead a healthy
and high-quality life’ as described in Article 1, stipulating guiding principles to promote the maintenance
of oral health. Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare have created ‘the Basic Matters Related to the
Promotion of Dental and Oral Health’, in which a number of relevant target values were stated on the
basis of Article 12 in July 2012. At present, each local government is implementing measures related to
the promotion of dental and oral health on the basis of ‘the Basic Matters’.

This article aims to outline the history of this Act and development of measures related to the
promotion of dental and oral health, and then the contents of ‘Act concerning the Promotion of Dental
and Oral Health’ and ‘the Basic Matters’, and also trends of the relevant measures which were
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formulated after establishment of ‘the Basic Matters’.
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