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Approach to the public health administration in buildings in Tokyo
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Abstract

In Japan, modern administration in building sanitation started in 1970 following the establishment of
the Act on Maintenance of Sanitation in Buildings. The Tokyo metropolis promptly established a full-
time inspection regime and have been working on building administration particular to big cities.

In beginning of enforcement of this Act, atmospheric pollutants such as automobile exhaust affected
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buildings’ indoor environments. Furthermore, the performances such as HVAC were immature, and
technologies of plumbing and building materials were under developing stage. In addition, it was
difficult to maintain sanitation criteria for environmental health management in many buildings because
of insufficient management system and skills.

Therefore, to resolve maintenance issues, confirmation of papers, checking facilities, measurement of
IAQ and investigation of the causes of defects were simultaneously completed at the on-site inspection.

However, recent improvements in atmospheric pollution, equipment performance, and maintenance
technology have assisted in the accumulation of more effective technologies for maintenance. These
advances are ensuring the health environment in buildings more easily.

On the other hand, poor structure and/or facilities such as insanitary water tanks continue to be
found in some buildings.

To improve these buildings, since 1983 Tokyo’s Public Health Director has put the concerns to the
building official using the prescribed Building Standard Law article 93 paragraph 6 as guidelines for
administrative procedures from a health perspective.

The number of buildings of in the Tokyo metropolitan area has grown 10 times from the time this law
was originally enforced.

Based on both the hard and soft advances, such as high performance technologies and refined
techniques based on integrated management, more healthy and hygienic environment will be realized.

keywords: Act on Maintenance of Sanitation in Buildings, Specified buildings, Government of Tokyo

Metropolis, on-site inspection
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