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Abstract

Objectives: The objective of this study was to explore health-related incidents associated with drinking
water in Japan.

Methods: Data about health-related incidents associated with drinking water, which occurred in the last
three decades (1983-2012), were collected and their patterns of occurrence were analyzed.

Results: A total of about 590 incidents occurred in the last three decades. Although incidents were most
commonly caused by chemicals, there were also incidents that created health damage that were caused
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by microorganisms. Incidents in which health damage occurred frequently involved small water supply
systems such as private facilities and wells taking in groundwater. The main cause of problems was
inadequate management of disinfection equipment. It appears that health risk associated with pathogenic
microorganisms in drinking water in Japan has been lower than that in the United States and European

Union.

Conclusions: To decrease health risks associated with drinking water, it is important to perform
adequate hygiene management in small water supply systems

keywords: accidental water pollution, crisis management, waterborne infectious disease, water supply
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