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Abstract
In the case of a disaster, having adequate schemes of emergency water supply for elderly people is one of

the important issues for Japanese water suppliers. In this report, an overview of the global statuses of aging
and water supply was provided. Our review indicated that there is a relationship between aging and the use
of improved drinking water. And the situations of aging and use of improved drinking water are widely
scattered in Asia, indicating that Japan should play an important and leading role to address the issue.
Examples of disasters in rural areas in Japan were also reviewed. It revealed that the usefulness of wells fit
for drinking. And the necessity of delivery of water for each house individually in mountainous regions was
also clarified. Furthermore, the "K-Net" and its related facilities for the cutoff of water supply were
overviewed; K-Net was implemented by Kashiwa city in Chiba Prefecture and is one of the supporting
networks for people who need support in the case of disaster. Lastly, our research for the investigation of
the state of water use and the countermeasures for the cutoff of water supply in elderly care facilities were
briefly introduced.
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