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Abstract

In Japan, registration of clinical trials was institutionalized in 2005 to secure the transparency and
integrity of clinical trials and to protect trial subjects. Concurrently, trial information became publicly
disclosed through the Clinical Trial Information Database website, which is maintained by the National
Institute of Public Health. In response to many requests of the database users, this database web site
was completely renewed in 2014. The new site has the following characteristics: equipped with different
interfaces specifically designed for general users, medical professionals, and English users; improved
design for more familiarity; expanded set of drug database, educational materials; references to the
web sites of related organizations; and improved search engines for more usability. This article aims to
provide an overview of this new information portal and to discuss important agendas for the future.
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