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Abstract

National Hospital Organization is a single independent administrative institute that consists of 143
hospitals with 51,699 operational beds. In fiscal year 2014, these hospitals dealt with 42,865 inpatients
per day on average, 1,743 new inpatients per day, and 48,761 outpatients per day. That same year,
we undertook 189 sponsor-initiated clinical trial protocols with revenue totaling 5.01 billion yen. The
total number of subjects who participated in the newly-initiated and ongoing clinical trials was 4,794.
As simultaneous global clinical development has become more common, so has the proportion of
international clinical trials. Therefore, quick trial site selection based on the health information database
of medical institutions (not only the joint or cooperative review board) and central clinical trial secretariat
will help the needs of the sponsor. Our attitudes have changed from passive information offering to active
information supply, depending on what the sponsor needs are.
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Compared to basic research, the number of clinical trial publications in major international medical
research journals from Japan is small. Therefore, researchers are being encouraged to publish large-
scale clinical trials in English at the international level. As such, clinical research activity performance of
the clinical research department of National Hospital Organization, the number of subjects in the clinical
trials, and the publication and presentation of clinical research are evaluated. Moreover, the National
Hospital Organization Excellence Award was initiated last year to support the internationalization of

clinical research results.
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