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Abstract

Article 8 of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control explains that approaches other than 100%
smoke-free environments, including ventilation, air filtration, and the use of designated smoking areas
(whether with separate ventilation systems or not), have repeatedly been shown to be ineffective. Article
8 calls for parties, including the hospitality industry, to implement a total ban in order to protect non-
smokers from second-hand smoke (SHS). The World Health Organization MPOWER 2015 report
showed that 49 countries had already implemented a total ban by 2014 and that smoking related diseases
rapidly decreased in those countries with no economic losses to the hospitality industry.

The Japanese government has begun strengthening restrictions on SHS in public spaces and
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workplaces. These restrictions present smoke-free buildings as the best countermeasure, but still allow
implementation of designated smoking rooms/sections. Therefore, countermeasures against SHS in the
hospitality industry are far behind other countries. It is necessary to discuss the countermeasures
required to protect workers in the hospitality industry. In addition, scientists should disseminate
information revealing that the national comprehensive smoking ban has not affected the hospitality

industry.
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