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Abstract

Article 13 of the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control promotes the
legal ban of tobacco advertising, promotion, and sponsorship. This paper discusses the current situation
related to laws regulating tobacco advertising, promotion, and sponsorship in Japan.

Tobacco advertising, promotion, and sponsorship are regulated by the Ministry of Finance guidelines
and by standards outlined by the Tobacco Institute of Japan, an association of tobacco manufacturers and
retailers. The guidelines and standards only regulate advertising, promotion, and sponsorship on tobacco
products, and exclude corporate advertising/sponsorship, corporate social responsibility (CSR) activities,
the medium for smoking advertising, and smoking prevention for minors. To effectively regulate virtual
advertising, more research is required to examine its impact on smoking by minors. For example,

JAESE ¢ TR R

T351-0197 ¥ EWHDLTIHE2-3-6

2-3-6, Minami, Wako, Saitama, 351-0197, Japan.
Tel: 048-458-6119

Fax: 048-469-1736

E-mail: sonetom@niph.go.jp

[F2748 9 H18H =]

J. Natl. Inst. Public Health, 64 (5) : 2015 469



R L

commercials sponsored by Japan Tobacco (JT) are broadcasted every evening in Japan and many minors
have access to them. The themes in these commercials depict universal values, such as family and social
ties as well as hard work and rest, and not smoking or its health hazards. Along with sponsorship/CSR
activities, these commercials contribute to improve the image and social acceptance of JT, and thus,

should be regulated as product advertising.

Although the Law for Prohibiting Minors from Smoking itself cannot regulate tobacco advertising, the
law can increase public awareness regarding the importance of reducing the impact of tobacco

advertising on minors.
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