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Abstract

In the symposium “The role of public health in solving the 2025 problem: A symposium by the National
Institute of Public Health (NIPH),” at the 74" Annual Meeting of the Japanese Society of Public Health,
three topics were discussed by five speakers and an audience of more than 100 participants after the
presentations.

Regarding the first topic, “What other problem could surface by 2025?", opinions such as the shortage
of human resources for healthcare and long-term care, and the increase of disparity among local
governments were expressed.

With regard to the second topic, “What should be done by the government and/or health care
professionals?”, opinions such as actions for integrated social inclusion, integration of several sets of
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individual health data along the life course, and understanding the awareness of lay people about the

ageing society were reported.

In terms of the last topic, “What is the role of NIPH in solving the problems?”, options such as the
development of evaluation indicators that would be useful for healthcare/long-term care activities on the
frontline, the execution of research that directs the long-term policy perspectives, and human resource

development in various settings were pointed out.

After the annual meeting, the research plan for the next ten years was discussed by the speakers and
chairpersons. A study on managing the PDCA(Plan, Do, Check, and Act) cycle in inter-sectoral and
integrated care services in the community was proposed as a research topic of common interest.
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