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Abstract

Purpose: In recent years, in response to the chronicity of disease or injury, a paradigm shift from the
conventional “cure-seeking medical care” to “care-seeking medical care” has been desired in the health
care system of Japan. Trauma is viewed as a condition that requires “care-seeking medical care” with
reference to tertiary prevention, that is, prevention of deterioration of the functional, psychological and
social quality of life (QOL) in patients with sequelae or disabilities. Epidemiological evidence in regard to
prevention is important as the scientific basis for the formulation of disability welfare policies, but is still
severely lacking in Japan. In this study, an opinion survey was conducted aimed at exploring the means
for building epidemiological evidence for the prevention of trauma, including traumatic brain injury
(TBI), from the viewpoint of the promotion of welfare policies for disabled persons.

Methods: An opinion survey (questionnaire and interview) was carried out regarding a collaborative
database project (DBP) for the long-term follow-up of trauma patients. Answers obtained from 29 trauma
healthcare professionals (physicians: 93.1%) were analyzed.

Results and Discussion: Most of the responders answered that a collaborative DBP for the long-term
follow up of trauma patients would be meaningful (87.5%). In addition, many opinions indicating
concrete and urgent problems, such as “therapeutic limits have been reached due to the rapid increase
in the number of elderly patients with TBI from non-traffic accidents” in the field of neurosurgery, “long-
term outcome and evaluation of initial treatment from the point of view of a patient’s ability to reintegrate
into society,” “frequency of higher brain dysfunction after TBI and neurological prognosis,” “cooperative
network for trauma care” and “post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).” Therefore, it was considered
appropriate and reasonable to start the project on TBI, to be used as a model of a collaborative DBP for
the long-term follow up of trauma patients. To proceed with the construction of the “collaborative DBP
for the long-term follow up of trauma patients (e.g., TBI)” in the future, the following comments made by
the participants in the free-entry column appear to be important to keep in mind: “co-management with a
regional cooperation system,” “link to existing DB [e.g., Japan Trauma Data Bank (JTDB), Japan
Neurotrauma Data Bank JNTDB) |,” “recommendations for the prevention of TBI in the society and the
necessity for the development of countermeasures” and “large-scale DBs for other conditions, such as
chronic diseases.”

Significance of the study: The significance of the present study lies in the fact that a necessary
preliminary survey has been conducted, aimed at the realization of a paradigm shift from “provider-
centered care” to “patient-centered and value-based care,” with reference to the promotion of
development of disability welfare policies.
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