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Improving safety of imported foods
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Abstract

Japan’s calorie-based food self-sufficiency ratio was 79% in Fiscal Year (FY) 1960. It declined to around
40% in the middle of the 1990s and has been the same level since then. Since the self-sufficiency rate
declined, there was an increase in imported foods to make up for it. Meanwhile, safety issues related to
the imported foods have arisen many times. For this reason, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
has been promoting measures to strengthen the inspection of imported foods that have problems.
Currently, safety measures for imported foods are established by the inspection system consisting of
inspection orders and monitoring inspections.
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The system spreads out a net to confirm safety by performing monitoring inspections for all imported
foods. Then, if a violation is discovered, inspection related to the food in question is enhanced. Then, an
inspection order requiring inspection at each time of import is imposed on the same kind of foods with a
high possibility of violation.

Then, measures are taken against the violation, or if no violation is detected, the inspection is returned
to normal monitoring. Thus, this is a system with a focus on the inspection of imported foods.

In this system, the method of monitoring inspection in order to confirm the safety of imported foods in
routine work is very important. A monitoring method to confirm the safety of all imported food products
can be statistically reliable by referring to the guideline published by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, which creates international food standards. However, in a system based on inspection at
the time of food imports, the lower the frequency of violations by improved safety measures, depending
on the frequency of the violation, the more samples have to be inspected. This would result in a dilemma
that the less often violations of safety measures are committed, the more often inspections must be
made.

In the future, in addition to the current food safety management system being confirmed by inspection
at the time of import, controlling health hazards related to imported food with the HACCP system will
lead to reduced inspection frequency. Thus, by determining inspection frequency based on the risk, it is
necessary to promote a safety management system for the huge number of imported foods.
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