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Abstract

In Japan'’s approach to disaster preparedness, large public investment has been made mainly in structural
measures, such as in the maintenance of land through river improvement and flood control projects; the im-
provement of roads, railways, and public facilities; and the enhancement of disaster resistance.

However, since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995, the framework for disaster preparedness
has changed significantly. Japan realized that recovery efforts after disasters are as important as measures
to mitigate damage. However, in the records of past disasters at the time, there were hardly any descrip-
tions of the recovery process for rebuilding people’s lives or the specific measures taken for reconstruction
support. For this reason, we applied the methods of ethnographic research used in cultural anthropology
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to disaster preparedness research. Additionally, we shared the tacit knowledge of people who experienced

disasters with the aim of making this knowledge explicit to those who have not experienced disasters.

In this paper, based on the results of ongoing research into disaster ethnography, we will discuss new

issues that have become apparent from the viewpoint of supporting victims of the Great East Japan Earth-

quake.

keywords: ethnographic survey, life recovery, public support systems, temporary housing, Great East Japan

Earthquake
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