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Abstract

Since the UN General Assembly adopted the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015, the world
has enhanced universal and transformative efforts on promoting an equitable and resilient society and a
suitable planet. In the health sector, Universal Health Coverage (UHC) became a primary agenda in which
people could access quality, accessible, equitable, affordable, and quality health services and no one should
not be left behind. The concept for sustainability was initiated by the Roma Club’s proposal “The Limits to
Growth” in 1972. They argued that the planet’s boundaries could terminate the growth of the human society
and we must reflect on our way of development. The idea of sustainable development was proposed by the
Brundtland Report in 1987. The sustainable development agenda was followed by the Rio de Janeiro Earth
Summit in 1992 and the Copenhagen World Summit on Social Development in 1995. While poverty, the
environment, gender, and the HIV pandemic became global issues, the UN Millennium Summit adopted the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 2000. Economic disparity and health inequity became ultimate
challenges for the sustainable development of global society in recent years. This is an urgent concern and
the reason why the Sustainable Development Goals were established in 2015. Now all nations have shared
responsibility to achieve equity and sustainability in the development agenda with the slogan “No one will
be left behind.” While we are facing predicaments in this modern world, the most essential challenge is the
mind-set of individual and social responsibility to contribute to our planet sustainably.

keywords: Sustainable Development Goals, universal health coverage, Millennium Development Goals,
health systems strengthening, global health
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