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Community programs for persons who have difficulty
accessing dental care services
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Abstract

Miyazaki Prefecture promoted the “2nd Miyazaki Prefecture Dental Health Promotion Plan 2018.” This
plan included a chapter on “Efforts for persons with difficulties,” with planning regarding dental care ser-
vices for persons who have difficulty receiving regular dental checkups and dental services, such as handi-
capped persons and the elderly, who need nursing care. It is difficult to provide access to dental health care
services. It is also hard to determine what kind of community program is effective for these individuals. We
have conducted the following programs via a national subsidy: a field survey to grasp the actual conditions
of dental health care services for these persons, an oral care training program for community leaders, and a
community model program for using dental health care services. We would like to continue our efforts to-
ward understanding the current situation, and strengthen collaboration with related organizations.

keywords: handicapped persons, persons who need nursing care, dental care services, oral care, collabora-
tion with related organizations
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