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Abstract

The recent spike in child abuse and child mortality reports has significantly impacted public health and wel-
fare. This has evolved into a major challenge for society. The Child Welfare Act and related acts have been con-
tinuously revised in recent years; in particular, the 2016 revision clearly stated two centers as core functions
for child abuse prevention and child-rearing support in municipalities: the development of community-based
integrated support centers for child-rearing generation and support centers for children and families. Munici-
palities around the country have begun developing such centers. However, many challenges remain due to the
lack of a clear description of functions and roles.

Since 2000, there has been a shift in worldwide child abuse prevention and response from a post-incident
response to a public health approach focusing on prevention. The current state of child abuse, its risk factors
and protective factors, the impacts of abuse, and prevention strategies have all been studied globally. In addi-
tion, a level-based approach to child abuse prevention, from primary to tertiary prevention, has been proposed.
Furthermore, the necessity for an integrated care and system approach has been linked to implementing the
evidence-based approach.

The provision of integrated care for the elderly has been implemented in Japan as a “community-based in-
tegrated care system” since 2006, although difficulties in the integration of care (welfare) and health (public
health) have been reported in the process of building the system. To begin the process of creating mechanisms
for child abuse prevention, it is necessary to understand the purpose of building an integrated care system,
the type of integration to aim for, and the identification of what needs to be integrated, based on the theory of
integrated care and the lessons learned from the “community-based integrated care system in Japan.” It is ex-
pected that effective strategies for building integrated care systems to prevent child abuse will emerge in the

near future.
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