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Abstract
Purpose: The purpose of this report is to describe the evaluation regarding the practice for the community care
system for intractable diseases (hereafter, the practice), held by the National Institute of Public Health for public
health nurses (PHNSs).
Methods: Evaluation of both the lecture and the practice was conducted by trainees before, immediately after,
and three months after the practice in 2019.
Results: Out of 64 trainees, a total of 62 (96.8%) participated in the study (prefectural PHNs, 25; municipal
PHNS, 37). The number of participants after 3 months was 43 (69.4%; prefectural PHNs, 17; municipal PHNS,
26), while the number of participants in the interview was 15 (24.2%; prefectural PHNs, 5; municipal PHNs, 10).
Structure Evaluations showed that 53.3% of the participants considered the time of practice I to be short,
while 36.7 % answered that the time of practice Il was short. In the Process Evaluation, the participants indi-
cated that the members of groups, time, and cases for practice required improvement. Regarding the Outcome
Evaluation, although the Specific Behavioral Objectives were improved immediately after the practice, some had
declined three months afterwards. The Outcome Evaluation indicated that 20.7% of the plans that the partici-
pants had formed during the practice had scarcely progressed three months later, primarily because they had not
given sufficient consideration to each local government’s system for public health nurses. Both an enhancement
of prior learning, and the development of an assessment tool for patients and their families will be required in the

future. These results were obtained in common, for both prefectural PHNs and municipal PHNs.

Discussion: Prior learning should be enhanced for further improvement of the practice.

keywords: patients with intractable diseases, families of patients, practice evaluation, tool development, pub-
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