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Abstract

The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare has established a database that accumulates medical infor-
mation obtained from the exclusive medical certificates provided by physicians for applying for medical
expense subsidies for children with chronic diseases. These data are available for secondary use, including
disease research.

The large database covers 788 diseases, including almost all chronic pediatric diseases and many rare dis-
eases. Its unique design allows the estimation of the same cases by probabilistic record linkage within the
database, enabling its use as longitudinal data.

From October 2023, it will be possible to assign new anonymized personal identification information (ID5)
based on the historical hash value of the individual unit-insured person number.
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Linkage with other national databases, such as the National Database of Designated Incurable Diseases

and health insurance claims data, which have the same mechanism, is expected. Access to chronic pediatric

disease data can surely enable further research on such diseases.
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