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Abstract

After the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident in March 2011, there are concerns about
radionuclide contamination in food due to the release of radioactive materials into the environment. In
response to this nuclear emergency exposure situation, the Japanese government set the provisional regu-
latory values to restrict the distribution of food products containing radionuclides. These values were then
revised one year later in response to the transition to the existing exposure situation, and new standard
limits were implemented to ensure food safety over a longer period of time, at an appropriate level for
post-disaster recovery. Both measures were in line with international guidelines. Due to concerns about ra-
dionuclide contamination in food, imports of agricultural, forestry and fishery products and foods from Japan
were restricted in up to 55 countries and regions. Many efforts including implementation of environmental
monitoring, food monitoring, public disclosure of food inspection results contributed to understand the
situation in Japan. Over time, import restrictions were gradually lifted in many countries. The aim of this
review paper is to learn about countermeasures against import restrictions.
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