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Abstract

Women'’s health issues occur continuously across the life course, from adolescence to old age. As such
issues are deeply intertwined not only with biological sex but also with social gender, cross-sectoral and
comprehensive support is essential. However, systemic gaps among government agencies, clinical special-
ties, and life stages have historically hindered evidence-based policy making (EBPM) and delayed effective
social implementation in this field. Established in October 2024 within the National Center for Child Health

T 157-8535 Bt Mtk FH A X K 2-10-1
TEL : 03-3416-0181

E-mail : morisaki-n@ncchd.go.jp

[ RI84:7 1 30 H %)

220 J. Natl. Inst. Public Health, 75 (3) : 2026



DO EEBPM : [ KOS G L > ¥ — ] L X DRH

and Development, the Integrated Center for Women's Health (ICWH) is expected to serve as a hub to
bridge these gaps. ICWH is tasked with five primary functions: establishing data infrastructure, advancing

research, disseminating information alongside human resource development and policy advocacy, providing

holistic physical and psychological care, and expanding clinical care systems and is anticipated to act as a

cross-sectoral hub. This paper reviews recent domestic and international policy trends and institutional

challenges, discusses the significance and specific roles of the ICWH, and explores future directions for im-

plementation-oriented research and data integration to promote EBPM.

keywords: women’s health; life course; gender specific medicine; evidence-based policy making; Integrated

Center for Women's Health
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