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Chief sources of Informalion consulted, 1

SANITARY REPORT.—SUPPLEMENT.

INTERMENTS IN TOWNS.

To the Right Hononrable Sir James Graham, Barl.,
§c., & §e.

SIR,

In compliance with the request which I have had the
honour to receive from you, that I would examine the evidence
on the practice of inierment, and the means of ils improvement,
and prepare for consideration a Report thereon, I now submit the
facts and conclusions following :—

It has been remarked, as a defect in the General Report on the
evidence as to the sanitary eondition of the labouring population,
that it did not comprise any examination of the evidence as o
the effects produced on the public health, by the practice of inter-
ring the dead amidst the habitations of the town population. I
wish here to explain that the omission arose from the subject
being too great in its exfent, and too special in its nature, to atlow
of the completion at that time, of any satisfactory investigation
in relation to it even if it had not then been under examination
by a Committee of the House of Commons, whose Report is now
before the public.

To obtain the information on which the following, report is
founded, I have consulted, as extensively as the time allowed and
my opyportunities would permit, ministers of religion who are called
upon to perform funereal rites in the poorer districts: I have made
inquiries of persouns of the labouring classes, and of secretaries and
officers of Lenefit societies and burial clubs, in the metropolis and
in several provineial towns iu the United Kingdom, on the practice
of interments in relation to those classes, and on the alterations and
improvements that would be most in accordance with their feelings:
I have questioned persons following the occupation of undertaker,
and more especially those who are chiefly engaged in the inter-
ment of the dead of the labouring classes, on the improvements
which they deem practicable in the modes of performing that
service: I have consulted forcigners resident in the metropolis, on
the various modes of interment in their own countries: I have
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2 Grounds of exception to admitied necessiies of

examined the chief administrative regulations thercon in Ger-
many, France, and the United States: and T have consulted
several eminent physiologists as to the effects produced on the
health of the living, by emanations from human remains in a state
of decomposition. I need scarcely premise that the moral as
well as the physical facts developed in the course of this inquiry
are often exceedingly loathsome; but geueral conclusions can
only be distine(ly made out from the various classes of particular
facts, and the object being the suggestion of remedies and preven-
tives, it were obviously as unbecoming lo yield to disgusts or to
evade the examination and calm consideration of those facts, as
it would be in the physician or the surgeon, in the performance
of his duty with the like object, to shyink from the investigation
of the most offensive manifestations of disease.

§ 1. It appears that the necessity of yemoving interments firom
the midst of towns is very generally admitted on various con-
siderations, independently of those founded on the presumed
injurious effects arising from the practice to the public health.
I believe an alteration of the practice is strongly desired by many
clergymen of the established church, whose incomes, cven with the
probable compensation for the loss of burial dues, might be expected
to be diminished by the discontinuance of infra-mural interments.
Exemptions from a general prohibition of such interments are,
however, claimed in favour of particular burial-grounds, situate
within populous districts, of which grounds it is stated that they
are not over-crowded with bodies, and of which it is further alleged
that they have not been known, and cannot be proved, to be inju-
rious to the public health.

The statements as to the innocuousness of particular graveyards
are supported by reference to the general testimony of a number
of medical witnesses of high professional position, by whom it
is alleged that the emanations {rom decomposing human remains
do not produce specific disease, and, further, that they are not
generally injurious, The practical consequences of these doctrines
extend beyond the present question, and are so important in their
effects on the sanitary economy of all towns, as apparently to
require that no opportunity should be lost of examining the state-
ments of facts on which they are founded.

The medical evidence of this class has generally been given in
answer to complaints made by the public, of the offensiveness, and
the danger to health which arises from the practice of dissection in
scheols of anatomy amidst erowded populations. The chief fact
alleged to prove the innocuousness of emanations from the dead is,
that. professors of anatomy experience no injury from them. Thus,
“Dr. Warren, of Boston, in a paper cited by M. Parent Duchételet,
states, that he has been accustomed all his life to dissecting-rooms,
in which he has been engaged night and day. It has sometimes
happened to me,” he observes, “after having dissected bodies

a Change in the practice of Interment examined. 3

[

in a state of putrefaction, to have experienced a sort of weakness
and the loss of appetite ; but the phenomena were never otherwise
than transient, During the year 1829, the weather being ex-
cessively hot, decomposition advanced with a degree of rapidity
such as I have ravely witnessed: at that season the emanations
became so irritating, that they pavalyzed the hands, producing
small pustules and an excessive itching, and yet my general
liealth was in nowise affected.”

Again, whilst it is stated by M. Duchitelet that students
who attend the dissecting-rooms are sometimes seriously injured,
and even killed by pricks and cuts with the instruments of dis-
section, yet it is denied that they are subject to any illness from
the emanations from the remains ““other than a nausea and a
dysentery for two or three days at the commencement of their
studies,” Tevers the students of medicine are confessedly liable
to, but he says it is only when they are in attendance on the
living patients in the fever wards.

Sir Benjamin Brodie pointed out to me, that from the precautions
taken, by the removal of such portions of the viscera as might be
in an advanced state of decomposition, and from the ventilation
of dissecting-rooms being much improved, the emanations from
the bodies dissected are not so great as might be supposed;
nevertheless, he observes ;~—

There is no doubt that there are few persons who during the anatomieal
season are engaged for many hours daily in a dissecling-room for a con-
siderable time, whose health is not affected in a greafer or less degree ; and
there are some whose health suffers considerably, I have known several
young men who have not been able to prosecute their studies in the dis-
secting-room for more than three or four weeks at a fime, without being
compelled to leave them and go into the country. The great majoritf:
however, do not suffer to that extent, nor in such a way as fo eause inter-

ruption fo their studies ; and, altogether, the evil is not on a sufficiently
large scale to atiract much notice, even among the students {hemselves.

A writer on public health, Dr. Dunglison, maintains that we
have no satisfactory proof that malaria ever arises from ani-
mal putrefaction singly;” and as evidence of this position he
adduces the alleged fact of the numbers of students who pass
through their edueation without injury ; yet he admits—

In stafing the opinion that putrefaction” singly does not occasion
malarious disease, we do not ‘mean to affirm that air highly charged with
putrid miasmata may not, in some cages, powerfully impress the nervous
system 5o as to induce syneope and high nervous disorder ; or that, when
such miasmata are absorbed by the lungs in a concentraled state, they may
not excite putrid disorders, or dispose the frame to unhealthy erysipelatous
affections. On the contrary, experiment seems to have shown that they
are deleterious when injecfed; and cases are detailed in whieh, when
exhaled from the dead body, they have excited serious miischief in those
exposed to their action, According to Percy, a Dr, Chambon was required
by {he Dean of the Taculté de Medicine of Paris to demonstrate the liver
and ils appendages before the faculty on applying for his licence. The
decomposition of the subject given him for the demonstration was so far
advanced, that Chambon drew the attention of the Dean to it2, but he was
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4 The negative Evidence of the gencral Innocuousness

vequired to go on.  Oneof the feur candidales, Corion, struck by the putrid
emanations which escaped from the body as soon as it was opened, fainted,
was carried home, and died in seventy hours; another, the celebrated
Foureroy, was attacked with a burning exanthematfous eruption; and two
others, Laguerenne and Dufresnoy, remained a long time [eeble, and the
latter never completely recovered. ¢ As for Chambon,” says M. Londe,
“indignant at the obstinacy of the Dean, he remained firm in his place,
finished his lecture in the midst of the Commissioners, who inundated
their handkerchiefs with essences, and, doubiless, owed his safety to his
cerebral excitement, which dwing the night, after a slight febrile atfack,
gave oceasion to aprofuse cutaneous exhalation.”

An eminent surgeon, who expressed to me his belicf that no ju-
jury resulted {rom emanations from decomposing remains, for he
had suffered none, mentioned an instance where he had con-
ducted the post mortem examination of the corpse of a person
of celebrity which was in a dreadful state of decomposition, with-
out sustaining any injury ; yet he admitted, as a casual incident
which did not strike him as militating against the conclusion, that
his assistant was immediately after taken ill, and had an
exanthematous eruption, and had been compelled to go to the sea
side, but had not yet recovered. Another surgeon who had lived
for many years near a churchyard in the metropolis, and had
never observed any effluvia from it, neither did %e perceive any
effects of such emanations at church or anywhere else; yet he
admitted that his wife perceived the openings of vaults when
she  went to the church to which the graveyard belonged, and
after respiring the air there, would say, “they have opencd a
vault,” and on inquiry, the fact proved to be so. Ile admitted
also, that formerly in the school of anatomy which he attended,
pupils were sometimes attacked with fever, which was called ¢ the
dissecting-room fever,”which, since better regulations were adopted,
was now unknown. .

§ 2. In proof of the position that the emanations from decompos-
ing remains are not injurious to health at any time, reference is
commonly made to the statements in the papers of Parent Duchi-
telet, wherein he ecites instances of the exhumation of bodies
in an advanced stage of decomposition without any injurious con-
sequences heing experienced by the persons engaged in conducting
them. _

At the conclusion of this inquiry, and whilst engaged in fhe
preparation of the report, I was favoured by Dr. IForbes with
the copy of a report by Dr. V. A. Riecke, of Stuttgart, “ On the
Influence of Putrefactive Emanations on the Health of Man,” &e.,
in which the medical evidence of this class is closely investigated.

In reference to the statements of Parent Duchitelet on this question,
Dr. Riecke observes—

_ When Parent Duchitelef appeals to and gives such prominence to the
instance of the disinterments from the churchyard of St. Innocens, and
states that they fook place without any injurious consequences, although at
last all precautions in {he mode of disinterring were thrown aside, and that it

of Emanalions from Human Remains cxamined. 9

occurred during the holtest season of the year, and therefore thal the putrid
emanations might be believed to be in their most powerful and injurious
state, I would reply to this by asking the simple question, what oceasion
was there for the disinterment® Parent Duchitelet maintains complete
silence on this point; but to me the following notices appear worthy of
atiention. In the year 1554, Houlier and Fernel, and in the year 1738,
Lemery, Geoffroy, and Hlunaud, raised many complaints of this churchyard ;
and {he two first had asserted {hat, during the plague, the disease had
lingered longest in the neighbourhood of the CimeliCre de Ia Trinité, and
that there the greatest number had fallén a sacrifice, Inthe years 1737
and 1746 ihe inhabitants of the houses round the churchyard of St.
Innocens complained loudly of the revolting stench to which they were
exposed. In the year 1755 the matler again came into notice: the in-
spector who was intrusied with the inquiry, himself saw the vapour rising
from a large common grave, and convinced himself of the injurious effects
of this vapour on the inhabifants of the neighbouring house.* *“Oflten,”
says the author of a paper which we have before often alluded fo, “the
complexions of {he young people who remain in this neighbourhood grow
pale. Meat sooner becomes putrid there than elsewhere, and many persons
canuof get accustomed fo these houses.” 1In the year 1779, in a cemetery
which yearly received from 2000 to 3000 corpses, they dug an immense
common grave near fo that part of the cemetery which touches upon
the Rue de la Lingerie. The grave was 50 feet deep, and made to receive
from 1500 to 1600 bodies. But in February, 1780, the whole of the
cellars in the street were no longer fit to use. Candles were extinguished
by the air in these cellars; and those who only approached the apertures
were immediately seized with the most alarming aitacks. The evil was
only diminished on the bodies being covered with half a foot of lime, and
all further inferments forbidden. But even that must have been found
insufficient, as, alter some years, the great work of disinterring the bodies
from this churchyard was determined upon. This underfaking, acecording
to Thouret's report, was carried on from December, 1785, o May, 1786 ;
from December, 1786, io February, 1787 ; and in August and October of
{he same year: and it is not unimportant to quote this passage, as it clearly
shows how little correct Parent Duchitelet was in his general statement,
that those disinterments ook place in 1he hottest seasons of the year. 1t.
is very clear that it was exactly the coldest seasons of the year which were
chosen for the work; and though in the *year 1787 there occurs the ex-
ception of the work having been again begun in August, I think it may be
assumed that the weather of this month was unusually cold, and it was
therefore thought the work might be carvied on without injurious effects.
1t does nol, however, appear to have been considered safe to continue the
work at that season, since the report goes on to state that the operations
were again discontinued in September,

Agains! those statements of Parent Duchitelet, as to the innocuousness

* According to a memoir on this subject, read at the Royal Academy of Scicnces,
by M. Cadet de Vaux, in the year 1781, Le wéphetisme qui sefoit dégagé d'une
dos fosses voisines du cimetidre, avoit infeclé toufes les caves: on comparait aux
poisons les plus subtils, & ceux dont les sauvages impregnavt leur fléches meur-
tricres, la ferrible activité de cette Gmanation,  Les murs baigués de Phumidité
dunt elles les pénétreit, pouveit communigquer, disoit on par le seul attéuchement les
accidens les plus redoutable”  See Mémoites de la Socielé Royale de Médecine,
tom. viii. p. 242 ; also Annales de Chimie, tom. v. p. 158. As an instance of the
state of the cellars acound the grave-yard, it is stated, that a workman being en-
gaged in one of them put his lund on the wet wall. e was warned that the
moisture on the walls was poisonous, aud was requested to wash the hand in
vinegar. Ile merely dried his hand ou his apron: at the end of three days the
whole avm beeame niumb, then the hand und lower arm swelled with great pain,
Llisters came out on the skin, and the epidermis came off. :
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6 Fallacious omissions of positive Iividence of the

of the [requent disinterments in I’¢re La Chaise; stalements which are sup-
ported by the tesiimony of Orfila and Ollivier, in regard lo their experience
of disinterments, I would here place positive facts, which are not {o be
rejected.  “1,” also remarks Duvergie, “ have underfaken judicial dis-
interments, and must declare that, during one of these disintermeuts at
which M. Piedagnel was present with me, we were atfacked with an illness,
although it was conducted under the shade of a tent, through which there
was passing & strong current of wind, and although we wused chloride of
lime in abundance. M. Piedagnel was confined to his room for six weeks.”
Apparently, Duvergie is not far wrong when he sfates lis opinion tha
Orfila had allowed himself to be misled by his praiseworthy zeal for the
more general recognition of the use of disinterments for judicial purposes,
to understate the dangers attending them, as doubtless he had used all the
precautions during the disinterments which such researches demand ; and
to these precautions (which Orfila himself recommended) may be attributed
the few injurious effects of these disinterments. It, however, deserves nien-
tioning, that, if Orfila did undertake disinterments during the heat of
summer, it must have been only very rarely; at least, amongst the nu-
merous special cases which he gives, we find only two which took place in
July or August, most of the cases occurred in the coldest season of the
year. I cannot refrain from giving, also, the information which Fourcroy
gained from the grave-diggers of the churchyard of St. Innocens. Ge-
nerally they did not seem to rate the danger of displacing the corpses very
high: they remarked, however, that some days after the disinterment of the
corpses the abdomen would swell, owing to the great development of gas;

and that if an opening forced itself at the navel, or anywhere in the region
of the belly, there issued forth the most horribly smelling liquid and a
mephilic gas; and of the latter they had the greatest fear, as it produced
sudden insensibility and faintings. Foureroy wished much to make further
researches into the nature of this gas, but he could not find any grave-

digger who could be induced by an offered reward to assist him by finding
a body which was in a fit stateto produce the gas. They siated, that, at
a certain distance, this gas only produced a slight giddiness, & feeling of
nausea, languor, and debility. These attacks Jasted several hours, and

were followed by loss of appetite, weakness, and frembling. *“Is it not
very probable, ” says Fourcroy, ““that a poison so ferrible that when in

a concenirated state, il produced sudden deatbh, should, even when diluted

and diffused through the atmosphere, still possess a power suflicient to

produce depression of the nervous energy and an entire disorder of their

functions ? Letany one wilness the terror of ihese grave-diggers, and also

see the cadaverous appearance of the greatest number, and all the ofher

signs of the influence of a slow poison, and they will no longer doubt of the

dangerous effects of the air from churchyards on the inmates of neighbour-

ing houses.” -

After having strenuously asserted the general inmocuousness
of such emanations, and the absence of foundation for the com-
plaints against the anatomical schools, Parent Duchételet concludes
by an admission of their offensiveness, and a recommendation in the
following terms :—

“ Instead of retaining the ¢ debris' of dissection near the theatres of
anatomy, it wounld certainly be betfer to remove them every day: but as
{bat is often impracticable, there ought, on a good system of ¢ assainisse-

ment,’ to be considered the mode of retaining them without incurring the
risk of suffering from their infection,” _

After describing the mode of removing the * debris,” he con-
cludes— :

Injuriousness of putrid_Emanations tnstanced, 7

« Thus will this past of the work be freed from the inconveniences which
accompanied and formed one of the widest sources of ¢ infection , and of the
disgust which were complained of in the theatres of anatomy.’

§ 3. The statements of M. Duchatelet respecting the innocuous-
ness of emanations from decomposing amma"i and -vegetable
remains, observed by him at the clzantifr.s' dqucawssage, or
receptacle for dead horses, and the depéts de m_dange, or re-
ceptacle of night soil, &c., at.l\'lont['aucon, near P.arls, are cited in
this country, and on the contl.ne_nt, as le_admg evidence to sus.tau{
the general doctvine; but as it is with his statements of the direci
cfficets of the emanations from the grave-yards,_ so 1t 1is \.\’lth
relation to his statements as to the cffects of similar emanations
on the health of the population ; the facts appear to have been
imperfectly observed by him even n his own field of observation.
In the Medical Review, conducted by Dr. Forbes., 1'ei_'e'31‘ence. 1s
made to the accounts given by Caillard of the epidemie which
occurred in the vicinity of the Canal de ’Oureq near Paris in

1810 and subsequent years:—

In the route from Paris to Pantin (says he), exposed on the one side fo
the mlilasmatie emanations of the canal, and on the other, to 1!18 putrid efflu-
via of the voiries, the diseases were numerous, almost all sen.ous-z_md obs_;h-
nate. This disastrous cffect of the union of putrid effiuvia with maish
miasmata, was especially evident in one part of this route, termed the Petit
Pont hamlet, inhabited by a currier and a gut-spinner, the putrid waters from
whose operations are prevented from escaping by the baunks of the c;'lrnla'l,
and exposed before the draining to the emanations of a large marsh. This
hamilet was so urihealthy, that of five-and-twenty or thirty inhabitanis I
visited about twenty were seriously affected, of whom five died.

1n the carefully prepared report on the progress of cholera at
Paris, made by the comtnission of medical men, pf wlnch_ Pf:xreut
Duchitelet was a member, it is mentioned, as a smgular.m(:ldent,
that in those places where putrid emanations prevailed, «le
cholera ne s’est montré ni plus redoutable ni plus mewrtrier que
dans autres localities.”  Yet the testimony cited as to this point
is that of the Maire, “whose zeal equalled his i_n.telllgence,"
and he alleges the occurrence of the fact of the liability to fevers
which M. Duchitelet elsewhere denies.

« T have also made sonie observations which seem to destroy the opinions
received at this time, asto the sanilary effect of these kinds of receptacles;

for‘,‘ 1st. The inhabitants of the houses situated the nearest to the depit,

and which ave sometimes tormented with fevers, have never felt any indis-
position.” B » |

§ 4. To prove the innocuousness of emanations from human re-
mains on the general health, evidence of another class is adduced,
consisting of instances of persons acting as lfeepers of dissecting
rooms, and grave-diggers, and the undertakers’ men, who it is stated
have pursued their occupations for long periods, and have never-
theless maintained robust health. . _

The examination of persons gngaged in processes exposed to
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8 Fallacious Omissions of positive Lvidence of the

miasma from decomposing animal remains in general only shows
that habit combined with associations of profit often prevents or
blunts the perceptions of the most offensive remains,  Men
with shrunken figures, and the appearance of premature age, and
a peculiar cadaverous aspeet, have atfended as witnesses to attest

their own perfectly sound condition, as evidence of the salubrity of

their particular occupations. Generally, however, men with robust
figures and the hue of health are singled out and presented as exam-
ples of the gencral innocuousness of the offensive minsma generated
in the process in which they are engaged. Professor Owen men-
tions an instance of a witness of this class, a very robust man, the
keeper of a dissecting room, who appeared to be in florid health
(which however proved not to be so sound as he himself conceived),
who professed perfect unconsciocusness of having sustained any in-
Jury from the occupation, and there wasno reason to doubt that he
really was unconscious of having sustained or observed any ; but
it turned out, on inquiry, that he had always had the most offen-
sive and dangerous work done by an inferior assistant; and that
within his time he had had no less than eight assistants, and that
every one had died, and some of these had been dissected in the
theatre where they had served. So, frequently, the sextons of grave-
yards, who are robust men, attest the salubrity of the place; but
on examining the inferiors, the grave-diggers, it appears, where
there is much to do, and even in some of the new cemeteries,
that as a class they are unhealthy and cadaverous, and, notwith-
standing precautions, olten suffer severely on re-opening graves,
and that their lives are frequently cut short by the work.* There
are very florid and robust undertakers; but, as a class, and with
all the precautions they use, they are unhealthy; and a master
undertaker, of considerable business in the metropolis, states, that
“in nine cases out of ten the undertaker who has much to do with
the corpse is a person of cadaverous hue, and you may almost
always tell himr whenever you see him,”  Fellmongers, tanners, or
the workmen employed in the preparation of hides, have been in-
stanced by several medical writers as a class who, being exposed
to emanations from the skius when in a state of putrefaction, enjoy
good health ; but it appears that all the workmen are not engaged
in the process when the skins are in that state, and that those of
them who are, as a class, do experieﬁce the common consequences,
The whole class of butchers, who are much in the open air and have
very active exercise, and who are generally robust and have florid
health, are commonly mentioned as instances in proof of the
mnocuousness of the emanations from the remaivs in slaughter-
houses ; but master butchers admit that the men exclusively

* Vide alsp, Traite des Maladies des Arlisans, par Patissier, d’apres Ramazzini,
8vo.Paris, 1522, p. 13), sur les Fossoyeurs : “Le sortdes fussoyeurs est tres deplorable,
leur fuco est livide, leur aspect friste : je v’en ai vu aucun devenir vieux”  Also
pp. 108-3, 137, 144,

injurious Nature of putrid Emanalions instanced. 9

cugaged in the slaughter-houses, in"whi¢h perfect cleanliness and
due ventilation are neglected, are of a cadaverous aspect, and
suffer proportionately in their health.

Medical papers have been written in this country and on the con-
tinent to show that the exposure of workmen to putrid emanations
in the employment of sewer cleansing has no cffect on the general
health ; and when the employers of the labourers engaged in such
occupations are questioned on the subject, their general reply is,
that their men ¢ have nothing the matter with them:” yet when the
class of men who have been engaged in the work during any length
of time are assembled; when they are compared with classes of
men of the same age and country, and of the like periods of service
in other employments free from such emanations, or still more
when they are compared with men ol the same age coming
from the purer atmosphere of a rural district, the fallacy is visible
in the class, in their more pallid and shrunken aspect—the evidence
of languid circulation and reduced “tone,” and ecven of vitality—
and there is then little doubt of the approximation given me by
an engineer who has observed different classes of workmen being
correct, that employment under such a mephitic influence as that
in question ordinarily cntails a loss of at least one-third of the
natural duration of life and working ability.

The usual comment of the employers on the admitted facts of
ihe ill-health aud general brevity of life of the inferior workmen
engaged in such occupations is, * But they drink—they are a
drunken set;” and such appears frequently, yet by no means in-
variably, to be the case. On further examination it appears that
{he exposure to the emanations is productive of nervous depression,
which is constautly urged by the workmen as necessitating the
stimulus of spirituous or fermented liquors. ‘T'he inference that
the whole of the effects are ascribable to the habitual indulgence in
such stimuli is rebutted by the facts elicited on examination
of other classes of workmen who indulge as much or more, but
who nevertheless enjoy better health, and a much greater average
duration of life. It is apt to be overlooked that the weakly ravely
engage in such occupations, or soon quit them ; and that, in gene-
ral, the men are of the most robust classes, and have high wages
and rather short hours of work, as well as stimulating food. A
French physician, M. Labarraque, states in respect to the tauners,
that, notwithstanding the constant exposure to the emanations from
putrid fermentations, it has not been ¢ remarked” of the workmen
of this class that they are more subject to illness than others, A
tanner, in a manual written for the use of the trade, without
admitting the correciness ol this statement, observes‘: « Whatever
may be the opinion of M. Labarraque on this point, we do not
hesitate to declare the fact that this species of labour cannot be
borne by weakly, scrofulous, or lymphatic subjects.™

= Manuel du Tanneur et Corroyeur. Paris, 1833, p. 323,
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10 Positive Evidence of the propagation of

§ 5. So far as observations have been made on the point (and the
more those reported upon it are serutinized, the less trustworthy
they appear fo be), workmen so exposed do not appear to be
peculiarly subject to epidemics ; mauy, mde?d, appear to _bc
exempted from them to such an extent as to raise a presumption
ihat such emanations have on those ¢ acclimated” to them an
unexplained preservative effect analogous to vaccination. That
one miasma may exclude, or neutralize, or modify the influence
of another, would appear to be primé@ fucie probable.  DBut
it is now becoming more extensively apparent that the same
cause is productive of very different effects on different persous,
and on the same persons at different times; as in the case men-
tioned by Dr. Amott of the school badly drained at Clarendon
Square, Somers’ Town, where every year, while the nuisance
was at its height, and until it was removed by drainage, the

malaria caused some remarkable form of disease ; one year,

extraordinary nervous affection, exhibiting rigid spasms, and then
convulsions of the limbs, such as oceur on taking various poisons
into the stomach ; another year, typhoid fever ; in another,
ophthalmia; in another, extraordinary constipation of the bowels,
affecting similar numbers of the pupils. Such cases as the one
before cited with respect to the depdt for animal matter in Paris,
where the workmen suffered very little, whilst the people living near
the depdt were « tormented with fevers,” are common. The eflects
of such miasma are manifested immediately on all smrrounding
human life (and there is evidence to believe they are manifest in
their degree on animal life¥), in proportion to the relative strength
of the destructive agents and the relative strength or weakness of

# I the course of some inquiries which I made with Professor Owen, when
examining a slughterman as to the effects of the efffuvia of animal remsins
on himself and family, some other facts were elicited illustrative of the effects of
such effluvia on still more delicate life. The man had lived in Bear-yard, neav
Clare-market, which was exposed to the combined effluyia from a slaughter-house
and a tripe factory. e was a bird-fancier, but he found that he could not rear his
birds in this place. He had known a bird fresh caught in summer-time die there in
a week, He particularly noted as having a fatal influence on the birds, the stench
raised by boiling down the fat from the tripe offal, He said, “You may hang the
cage out of the garret window in any house round Bear-yard, and if i be a fresh
bird, it will be dead in a week.” He had previously lived for a time in the same
neighbourhoud in a room over a crowded burial-ground in Portugal-street; at times
in the morning he had seen a mist rise from the ground, and the smell was oftbnsive.
That place was equally fatal fo his birds. He had removed te another dwelling in
Vere-street, Clare-market, which is beyond the smells from those particular places,
and he was now enabled fo keep his birds. In town, however, the ordinary singing-
birds did not, usually, live more than about 18 months ; in cages in the country, such
birds were known to live as long as nine years or more on the same food.
When he particularly wished to preserve a pet bird, be sent it for a time into the
country; and by repeating this removal he preserved them much longer. The
fact of the pernicious effect of offensive smells on the small graminivorous birds,
and the short duration of their life in close rooms and districts, was attested by a
bird-dealer. In respect {o catile, the slaughterman gave decided reasons for the
conclusion, that whilst in the slaughter-houre they lost their appetites and refused
food from the effect of the effluvium of the place, and not, as was popularly sup-
posed, from any presentiment of their impending fate. Fide Geueral Sanitary
Report, p. 103, note, and p. 106.

specific Disease from puirid Emanations. 11

the beings exposed to them ; the effects are seen first on infants;
then on children in the order of their age and strength; then on
females, or on the sickly, the aged, and feeble ; last of all, on the
robust workmen, and on them it appears on those parts of the bod
that have been previously weakened by excess or by illness. Whilst
M. Parent Duchitelet was looking -for immediate appearances of
acute disease on the robust workmen living amidst the decomposing
animal effluvium of the Montfaucon, I have the authority of Dr.
Henry Bennett for stating that he might have found that the influ-
once of that eMuvium was observable on the sick at half a mile dis-
tant, “ WhenI washouse surgeon at St. Louis,” says Dr. Bennett,
s I several times remarked, that whenever the wind was from the
direction of the Montfaucon, the wounds and sores under my care
assumed a foul aspeci. M. Jobert, the surgeon of the hospital, has
told me that he has repeatedly seen hospital gangrene manifest itself
in the wards apparently under the same influence. 1t is a fact known
to all who are acquainted with St. Louis, that the above malady is
more frequent at that hospital than at any other in Paris, although
it is the most airy and least erowded of any. This, I think, can
only be attributed to the proximity of the Montfaucon. Indeed,
when the wind blows from that direction, which it often does for
several months in the year, the efluvium is most odious.” As an
instance of a similar inflzence of another species of effluvium,
not observed by the healihy inhabitants of a district, it is stated
that at a large infirmary in this country, when the piece of orna-
mental water, which was formerly stagnant in front of the edifice,
had a greenish seum upon it, some descriptions of surgical operations
were not so successful as at other times, and a flow of fresh water
has been introduced into the reservoir to prevent the miasma.

The immediate contrasts of the apparent immunity of adults to
conspicuous attacks of epidemics, may perhaps account for the
persuasion which masters and workmen sometimes express,
that they owe an immunity from epidemics to their occu-
pation, and that the stenches to which they are exposed
actually « purify ” the atmosphere. Numbers of such witnesses
have heretofore been ready to attest their conviction of the pre-
servative effect, and even the positive advantages to health, of the
effluvia generated by the decomposition of animal or of vegetable
matter, or of the fumes of minerals, of smoke, soot, and coal gas.
But though they do not peculiarly suffer from epidemics, it is
usually found that they are not exempted. In a recent return of
the state of health of some workmen engaged in cleansing sewers,
whilst it appeared that very few had suffered any attack from fever,
nearly all suffered bowel attacks and violent intestinal derange-
ment. If the effects of such emanations invariably appeared in
the form of acute disease, large masses of the population who
have lived under their influence must have been exterminated.
In general the poison appears only to be generated in a suflicient
degree of intensity fo create acute disease under such a conjunction
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12 Diminution of Vitality under alleged Causes of Salubrity.

of cireumstances, as a degree of moisture sufticient to facilitate de

composition, a hot sun, a stagnant atmosphere, and a languid
population. The injurions effects of diluted emanations are con-
stantly traceable, not in constitutional disturbance at any one time;
they have their effect even on the strong, perceptible over u spaco
of time in a general depression of health and = shortened period
of existence. _This or that individual may have the florid hue of

health, and may live under constant exposure to noxious influences

to his sixtieth or Dis seventieth year; but had he not been so
exposed he might have lived in equal or greater vigour to his
eighticth or his uineticth year. A cause common to a whole
class is often, however, not manifest in particular individuals, but
is yet visible in the pallor and the reduced sum of vitality of the
whole class, or in the average duration of life in that class, as
compared with the average duration of life of another class simi-
larly situated, in all respects except in the exposure to that one
cause® The effects of a cause of depression on a class are some-
{imes visible in the greater fatality of common accidents. An
excess of mortality to a class is almost always found, on cxami-
nation, to be traceable to an adequate cause. From the external
circumstances of a class of the population, a confident expectation
may be formed of the sum of vitality of the class, though nothing
could be separately predicated of a single individual of it. If the
former vulgar notions were correct as to the salubrity of the
stenches which prevail in towns, the separate as well as the com-
bined results of these several supposed causes of salubrity must
be to expel fevers and epidemics from the most crowded manufac-
turing districts, and fo advance the general health of the inha-
Ditants above that of the poorer rural population; but all such
fallacies are dissipated by the dreadful facts on the face of the
mortuary records showing a frequency of deaths, and a reduction
of the mean duration of life, in proportion to the constancy and the
intensity of the combined operation of these same causes.T

§ 6. The observations of the effects of such emanations on the

* On the evidence of individual cases the innocuousness of many poisons and dis-
cases might be proved. Individuals are somelimes found to resist ingculation. It
is a singular, and as yet unexplained fact, that centenarians are often found in the
greatest proportion tn times and places where the average duration of life of the
whole population is very Jow, It has heen shown from an accurate registration of
centuries in Geneva, that as the average duration of life amongst the whele com-
munity advanced, the proportion of extreme cases of centenarians dimivished.  Ac-
cording 1o the bills of mortality there were nearly three fimes as many centenarians
in London a century ago than at present.  Out of 141,720 deaths within the bills of
mortality during the five years eaded 1742, the deaths of 58 persons alone of 100
years and upwaids of age are recorded; whilst out of 139,876 deaths which oc-
wurred in the metropolis as veturned by the regisirar-general, during the three years
which ended 30ih June, 1841, only 22 deaths of 100 years of age and vpwards are
recorded, The average age of death of all who died was then 24 years ; it is now,
judging from an enumeration made from the returns of 1839, about 27 years; and
there appears to have been a considerable improvement in all periods of life up to
90 years.

+ Vide Appendix of the district returns of the Mortuary Registration,

Specific Discase caused by putrid Emanations. 13

general health of classes of human Leings have been corroborated
Dy experiments on animals.

7. Another doctrine more extensively entertained than that above
noticed, is, that although putrid emanations are productive of in-
jury, they are not productive of specific disease, such as typhus.
"The medical witnesses say, that they were exposed to such ema-
nations in dissecting-rooms, where bodies of persons who have
died of small-pox, typhus, scarlatina, and every species of disease,
are brought ; that they pursued their studies in such places, and
were unaware of typhus or other disease having been taken by
the students in them, though that disease was frequently caught
by students whilst attending the living in the fever wards.*

The strongest of this class of negative evidence appears to be
that of undertakers, all of whom that I have seen state that
neither specific disease nor the propagation of any disecase was
Kuown to occur amongst them, from their employment. Neither the
men who handle, or who “coffin,” the remains; nor the barbers
who are called in to shavet the corpses of the adult males; nor
the bearers of the coffins, aithough, when the remains are in an
advanced state of decomposition, the liquid matter from the corpse
frequently escapes from the coffin, and runs down over their
clothes, are observed to catch any specific disease from it, either in
their noviciate, or at any other time. When decomposition is very
far advanced, and the smell is very offensive, the men engaged in
putting the corpse info the coffin smoke tobacco; and all have
yecourse to the stimulus of spirituous liquor.  But it is not known
that by their infected clothes they ever propagate specific disease
in their familics, or elsewhere. Neither does this appear fo be
observed amongst the medical men themselves.

8. On the other hand, the undertakers observe such instances,
as will be stated in their own words in a subsequent part ol the

* In the medical profession examples are not rare of the attainment of extreme
old age; yet s a class they bear the visible marks of health below the average.
The registration of one year may be an imperfect index; but the mostuary
registration for the year 1839 having been examined, to ascertain what was the
average ags of death of persons of the thiee professions, it appears that the average
age of the clergymen who died in London during that year was 59, of the legal
profession 50, and of the medical profession 45. Only one medical sfudent was
included in the registration : had the deaths of those who died in their novicinte
been included, the average age of death of the medical profession would have been
much lower.

+ Aninstance in exception of a barber having caught fever is subsequently sfated,

1 Two days in the week the London Fever Hospital is open to the friends of the
patients, who often spend a considerable time in the wards, sometimes sitting on the
heds of the sick ; yet these visitors never take fever themselves, nor are they ever
known to convey it by their clothes to persons out of the hospital. Inlike manner
the persons employed to convey the clothes of the fever-patients from the wards of
the hospital do not take fever, nov is there any evidence whatever that typhus fever
is, or can be, propagated mercly by the clothes ; yet it is remarkable that the laun-
dresses who wash the clothes, which often contain excrementious matters from the
patients, or from the dead, of an amount perceptible to the scoses, rarely if ever
escape fever, It is inferred, that in this case the poison is by the heat put inastate
of vapour, which is inhaled, and being sufficient in quantity, produces the disease,



I
i
-!_':
31
i ¥
?-

14 Instances of Discase caused by puirid

report, where others have caught fever and small-pox, apparently
from the remains of the dead, and they mention instances of per-
sons coming from a distance to attend funerals, who have shortly
afterwards become aftected with the disease of which the person
buried had died. Of the undertakers it is observed, that boing
adults, they were likely to have had small-pox. Dr. Williams,
in a work stated to be of good authority, on the effects of morbid
poisons, relates the case of four students infected with small-pox by
the dead body of a man who had died of this disease, that was
brought into the Windmill-street Theatre, in London, for dissection.
One of them saw the body, but did not approach it; another was
near it, but did nottouch it; a third, accustomed to make sketches
from dead bodies, saw this subject, but did not touch it; the fourth
alone touched it with both his hands; yet all the four caught the
disease. Sir Benjamin Brodie mentions cases which occurred
within his own knowledge, of pupils who caught small.pox after
exposure to the emanations in the dissecting-room from the bodies
of persons who had died of that disease.

Dr. Copeland, in his evidence before the Committee of the
House of Commons, adduced the following remarkable case,
stated to be of fever communicated after death:—

Abont two years ago (says he) I was called, in the course of my pro-
fession, to see a gentleman, advanced in life, well known to many members
in this house and intimately known fo the Speaker. This gentleman one
Sunday went into a dissenting chapel, where the principal part of the
hearers, as they died, were buried in the ground or vaults underneath. I
was called to him on Tuesday evening, and I found him labouring under
symptoms of malignant fever ; either on that visit or the visit immediately
following, on questioning him on the circumstances which could have
given rise to this very malignant form of fever, for it was then so malig-
nant that its fatal issue was evident, he said that he had gone on the
Sunday before (this being on the Tuesday aflernoon) to this dissenfing

chapel, and on going up the steps to the chapel he felt a rush of foul air

issuing from the grated openings existing on each side of the steps; the
effect upon him was instantaneous; it produced a feeling of sinking, with
nausea, and so great debility, that he searcely could get into the chapel.
He remained a short time, and finding this feeling increase he went out,
went liome, was obliged to go to bed, and there he remained. When I
saw him he bad, up to the {ime of my ascertaining the origin of his
complaint, slept with his wife; he died eight days afterwards; his wife
caught the disease and died in eight days also, having experienced {he
same symptoms. These two instances illustrated the form of fever arising
from those particular causes. Means of counteraction were used, and the
fever did not extend to any other members of the family.

Assuming that that individual had gone into a erowded hospifal with
{hat fever, it probably would have become a contagious fever. The disease
wounld have propagated itself most likely {o others, provided those vthers
exposed to the infection were pre-disposed to the infection, or if the apart-
ments where they were confined were not fully ventilated, but in most
cases where the emanations from the sick are duly diluted by fresh air,
they are rendered innocuous. It is rarely that I have found the effects
from dead animal malter so very decisive as in this case, because in the
usual eircumstances of burying in fowns the fetid or foul air exhaled from
the dead is generally so diluted and scattered by the wind, as to produce
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only a general ill effect upon those predisposed ; it affects the heaith of
the community by lowering the vital powers, weakening fhe digestive
processes, but without producing any prominent or specific disease.

Mr. Barnett, surgeon, one of the medical officers of the Stepney
Union, who has observed the symptoms observable in those per-
sons who are exposed to the emanations from a crowded grave
yard, thus describes them :— :

They are characterized by more or less disturbance of the whole syslem,
with evident depression of the vital force, as evinced throughout the
vaseular and nervous systems, by the feeble action of the heart and arteries,
and lowness of the spirits, &e. These maladies, T deubt not, if surrounded
hy other causes, would terminate in fever of the worst description. The
cleanliness, &ec., of the surrounding neighbourhood, perhaps, prevents this
actually taking place.

Some years since a vault was opened in the church-yayd (Stepney), and
shortly alter one of the coffins contained therein burst with so loud a report
that hundreds flocked fo the place to ascertain the cause. Sointense was
{he poisonous nature of the effluvia arising therefrom, that a great number
were atiacked with sudden sickness and fainting, many of whom were a
considerable period before they recovered their health,

The vaults and burial ground attached to Brunswick chapel, Lime-
house, are much crowded with dead, and from the accounts of individuals
residing in the adjoining houses, it would appear that the steneh arising
therefrom, particularly when a grave happens to be opened during the
summer months, is most noxious, In one case it is described to have pro-
duced instant nausea and vomiting, and aftacks of illness are frequently
imputed to it. Some say they have never had a day’s good health since
they have resided so near the chapel-ground, which, I may remark, is
about five feet above the level of the surrounding yards, and very muddy—
so much so, that pumps are frequently used to expel the water from the
vaults into the streets,

The bursting of leaden coffins in the vaults of cemeteries,
unless they arejwatched and “tapped” to allow the mephitic
vapour to escape, appears o be not unlrequent. In cases of rapid
decomposition, such mstances occur in private houses before the
entombment. An undertaker of considerable experience states:—

«T have known coffins to explode, like the report of a small gun, in the
house. I was once called up at midnight by the people, who were in great
alarm, and who stated that the coffin had burst in the night, as they
deseribed it, with ‘a report like the repoit of a cannon.” On proceeding
{o the house I found in that case, which was one of dropsy, very rapid
decomposilion had occurred, and the lead was forced up. 'T'wo other cases
have occurred within my experience of coffins bursting in this manner. I
have heard of similar cases from other undertakers. The bursting of lead
coffins without noise is more frequent, Of course it is never told to the
family unless {hey have heard it, as fhey would attribute the bursting to
some defective consiruction of the coflins.”

The oceurrence of cases of instant death to grave-diggers, from
accidentally inhaling the concentrated miasma which escapes from
coffins,is undeniable. Slower deaths from exposure to such miasma
are designated as “low fevers,” and whether or not the constitu-
tional disturbances attendant on the exposure to the influence of
such miasma be or not the true typhus, it suffices as a case
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16 Offensiveness of Smell Tvidence of Deleteriousness.

requiring a remedy, that the exposure to that influence is apt to
produce grievous and fatal injuries amongst the public. _

9. Underlakers state that they sometimes experience, it particu-
larly crowded grave-yards, a sensation of faintness and nausea with-
out. perceiving any offensive smell. Dr. Riecke appears {o con-
clude, from various instances which are given, that emanations
from putrid remains operate in two ways,—one set of effects being
produced through the lungs by impurity of the air from the
mixture of irrespirable gases; the other set, through the olfactory
nerves by powerful, penetrating, and oftensive smells.  On the
whole, the evidence tends to establish the general conclusion that
offensive smells are true warnings of samtary evils to the popu-
lation. The fact of the general offensiveness of such emanations

is adduced by Dr. Riecke also as evidence of their injurious
quality.

Another cireumstance which must awaken in us distrust of putrid emana-
tions,is the powerful impression they make on the sense of smell. It cerlainly
cannot be far from the truth to call the organ of smell the fruest sentinel
of the human frame. ¢ Many animals,” observes Rudolphi, * at_’e'enprely
dependent on their sense of smell for finding out food that is not injurious ;
where their smell is injured they are easily deceived, and have often fallen
a sacrifice to the consequent mistakes.” Amongst all known smells,
{here is, perhaps, no one which is so universally, and to such a deuree ve-
volling to man, as the smell of animal decomposition. The roughest
savage, as well as the most civilized European, fly with equal disgust from
a place where the air is infected by it. If an instinct ever can be traced
in man, certainly it is in the present case: and is instinet a superfluous
monitor exaclly in this one case? Can instinct mislead just in this one
circumstance?  Can it ever be, that the air which fills us with the greatest
disgust, is the finest clixir of life, as Dumoulins had the boldness to main-
tain in one of his official reports. Hippolyte Cloquet, in his Osphrestologie
has attempted to throw some light on the effect of smell on the human
frame, and though we must entirely disregard many of the anecdotes
which he has blended into his inquiry, yet the result remains firmly
proved that odours in general exert a very powerful influence on the
health of men, and that all very acutely impressing smells are highly to

be suspected of possessing injurious properties.

§ 10. I beg leave on this particnlar topic to submit the facts
and opinions contained in communications from two gentlemen
who have paid close and comprehensive attention to the subject.

Dr. Southwood Smith, who, as physician to the London Fever
Hospital, and from having been engaged in several investigations
as to the effects of putrid emanations on the public health, must
have had extensive means of obsetvation, states as follows :—

1. That the introduction of dead animal matter under certain conditions
into the living body is capable of producing disease, and even deall, is
universally known and admitted, This morbific animal matier may be the
product either of secretion during life or of decomposition after death. Fa-
miliar instances of morbific animal matter, the result of seeretion during
life, are the poisons of small-pox and cow-pox, and the vitiated flnids
formed in certain acute diseases, such as acute inflammations, and pariicu-

larly of the membranes that line the chest and abdomen, On the examina-
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tion of the body a short time after death from such inflammations, the

fluids are found so extremely acrid, that even when the skin is entirely

sound, they make the hands of the examiner smart; and i '

happen to be the slightest serateh on the finger, or the minﬁtg]telgoil;}}o#l%
covered by cuticle, violent inflammation is often produced, ending, some-
fimes within forty-eight howrs, in death. It is remarkable, and it is a proof
that in these cases the poison absorbed is not putrid matter, fhat the Ir)nost'
;llf:gl%(:llic;us pepo;l for fthe fxamination of the bodies of persons who die of

eases 1s from four 5 ' ine 1
bo(lly e, o five hours after the-fatal event, and while the
"That the direct infroduetion into the system of decomposin

trescent animal matter is capable of pl'odu}:’zing fevers andpinﬂatgnr?lggi(})nl;
the intensity and malignity of which may be varied at will, according to the
puirescency of the matter and the quantity of it that is introduced, is
proved by numerous experiments on animals; while the instances in
which human beings are seized with severe and fatal affections from the
application of the fluids of a dead animal body to a wounded, punctured, or
abraded surface, sometimes when the aperture is so minute as to be in-
visible withont the aid of a lens, are of daily occurrence. Though this fact
is now well known, and is among the few that are disputed by no one, it
niay be worth while to cite a few examples of i, as specimens of the
manner in which the poison of animal malter, when absorbed in this
wa:i".hac}sl;]a volume might be filled with similar instances. :

e following case is recorded by Sir Astley Cooper:—Nr. ;
student of anatomy, slightly punctur{d his ﬁngeljf in opgninn' tl]}{arbfigjzci} {:;.
hospital patient about twelve o'clock at noon, and in iheoevening of the
same day, finding the wound painful, showed it to Sir Astley Cooper after
his surgical lecture. During the night the pain increased to extremity, and
symptoms of high constitutional irritation presented themselves on tise en-
suing morning. No frace of inflammation was apparvent beyond a slight
redness of the spot at which the wound had been inflicted, which was a
niere puncture, In the evening he was visited by Dr. Babil,lp;ton in con-
junction with Dr. Haighton and Sir Astley Cooper; still no Tocal change
was to be dlscm_'ered, but the nervous system was agifated in a r‘no?;f
:icgﬁg:iggtg?llamlnngldelgree. tzllq s;t'lmptc;ms nearly resembling the universal

X hydrophobia, and in this state he expi ithi i
for}‘glr-ei]ght hours frf)m the injury. e be expired within the period of

The Jate Dr. Peft, of Hackney, being present at the examinafi
body of alady who had died of peritoﬁegl inflammation aftne:;nlr:gl? 20(1)1{:{122
ment, handled the diseased parts. In the evening of the same day, while
at a party, he felt some pain in one of his fingers, on which there’ was n
slight blush, but no wound was visible at that time. The pain increasinc:
the finger was examined in a stronger light, when, by the aid of a lens a
minule opening in the cuficle was observed. During the night the pa;in
increased to agony, and in the morning his appearance was extremely
altered ; his countenance was suffused with redness, his eyes were ho}log'
and ferrety ; there was a peculiarity in his breathing, which never left him
during his 1llness ; his manner, usually gay and playful, was now torpid
like that of a person who had {aken an excessive dose of opium he
described himself as having suffered intensely, and said that he was com-
pletely knocked down and had not the strength of a child, and he sunk
exhausted on the fifth day from the examination of the body. .

George Higinbottom, an undertaker, was employed to remove in a shell
the corpse of a woman who had died of typhus fever in the London Fever
Hospital. In conveying the body from the shell into the coffin, he aob-
served that his left hand was besmeared with a moisture which had oozed
frqm it. He had a recent serateh on his thumb. The following morning
this scrafch was inflamed ; in the evening of the same day he was attaeked
with a cold shivering and pain in his head and limbs, followed the next by
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18 Instances of Discase caused by putrid

other sympioms of severe fever; on the fourth day there was soreness in
the top of the shoulder and fulness in the axilla; on the fifth the breast
became swollen and efflorescent ; on the seventh delivium supervened, suc-
ceeded by extreme prostration and coma, and death took place on the tenth
day. .
)}'& lady in the country received a basket of fish from London which had
become putrid on the road. In opening ihe basket she pricked her finger,
and she slightly handled the fish.  Onfheevening of this day inflammation
came on in the finger, followed by such severe constitutional symptoms as
to endanger life, and it was six months before the effects of this wound
subsided and her health was restored, ] . i
Among many other eases, Mr. Travers gives the following, as displaying
well the minor degrees of irritation, local and constitutional, 1o which
cooks and others, in handling putrid animal matter with chapped and
seralched fingers, are exposed :—A cook-maid practised herself on a stale
hare, for the purpose of learning the mode of boning them, in spile of being
strongly cautioned against it. A few days afterwards two slight scratches,
which she remembered to have received at the time, began fo inflame ; one
was situated on the fore-finger and the other on the ring-finger. This in-
flammation was accompanied wilh a dull pain and feeling of numbness,
and an oceasional darting pain along the inside of the fore-arm, The next
day she was attacked with excruciating pain at the point of the fore-finger,
which throbbed so violently as to give her the sensation of its being about
to burst at every pulsation, The following morning constitutional symp-
toms came on; her tongue was white and dry ; she had no appetite; there
was great dejection of spirits and languor, and a weak and unsteady pulse.
After suffering greatly from severe pain in the finger, hand, and arm, and
great constitutional derangement and debility, the loeal inflammation dis-
appeared in about three weeks, and she then began lo recover her appe-

tite and strength,

2. It is proved by indubitable evidence that this morbific matter is as
capable of entering the system when minute particles of it are diffused in
the atmosphere as when it is directly introduced into the blood-vessels by
a wound, When diffused in the air, these noxious particles ave conveyed
into the system through the thin and delicate walls of the air vesicles of the
lungs in the act of respiration. The mode in which the air vesicles are
formed and disposed is such as to give to the human lungs an almest
incredible extent of absorbing surface, while at every point of this surface
there is a vascular tube ready to receive any substance imbibed by it and
to carry it at once into the current of the circulation. Ilence the instan-
taneousness and ihe dreadful enermy with which certain poisons act
upon the system when brought into contact with the pulmonary swface.
A single inspiration of the concentrated prussic acid, for example, is
capable of killing with the rapidity of a stroke of lightning. So rapidly
does this poison affect the system, and so deadly is iis nature, that more
than one physiologist has lost his life by incautiously inhaling it while
using it for the purpose of experiment. If the nose of an animal be
slowly passed over a bottle containing this poison, and the animal happen
to inspire during the moment of the passage, it drops down dead instan-
taneously, just as when the poison is applied in the form of a liquid
{o the tongue or the stomach, On the other hand, the vapour of chlorine
possesses the property of arresting the poisonous effects of prussic acid ;
and hence when an animal is all buf dead from the effects of this acid, it is
sometimes suddenly restored to life by helding its mouth over the vapour
of chlorine. :

During every moment of life in natural respiration a portion of the air of
the atmosphere passes through the air vesicles of the lungs into the blood,
while 2 quantity of carbonic acid gas is given off from the blood, and is
{ransmitfed through the walls of these vesicles into the atmosphere. Now

R}
.

L

PR P NP R PR T U By

et i WAL g st e o 20 it T R e btk

Animal Matter on Healthy Subjects. 19

that substances mixed with or suspended in atmospheric air ma -
veyed with it {o the lungs and immg]diately enfer inlg the circulatiﬁg!)enf;sns
any one may satisfy himself merely by passing through a recently painteci
chamber. The vapour of turpentine diffused through the chamber is trans-
mitled to the lungs with the air which is breathed, and passing into the
cH‘rre{ent. of the m:"cllilatfiioq lthrough the walls of the air vesicles, exhibits its
effects in some of ihe fluid excretions of the bod : api

if it had been taken into the stomach. > even more xapidly than

_ Faels such as these help us to understand the production and propaga-
tion of disease through the medium of an infected atmosphere, whether on
a large scale, asin the case of an epidemic which rapidly extends over a
nation or a continent, or on a small scale, in the sick chamber, the dissect-
ing room, !he c]mrch, and the church-yard.

Thus it is universally known that, when {he atmosphere is infected with
the malter of small-pox, this disease is produced with the same and even
with greater certainty than when the matter of small-pox is introduced by
the lancet directly into a blood-vessel in inoculation,

It is equally well known that, when the air is infected by particles of
decomposing vegetable and animal matter, fevers are produced of various
types and different degrees of intensity ; that the exhalations arising from
marshes, bogs, and other uncultivated and undrained places, constitute a
poison chiefly of a vegetable nature, which produces principally fevers of
an intermittent or remittent fype; and that exhalations accumulated in
close, ill-ventilated, and crowded apartments in the confined situations of
densely-populated cities, where little attention is paid to the removal of
putrelying and excrementitions matters, constitute a poison chiefly of an
animal nature, which produces continued fever of the typhoid character.
There ave situaions in which these puirefying matters, aided by heat and
other peculiarities of climate, generate a poison so infense and deadly, that
a single inspiration of the air in which they are diffused is capable of pro
ducing almost instantaneous death ; and there are other siruations in which
a less highly concentrated poison accumulates, the inspiration of which for
a few minutes produces a fever capable of destroying life in from two to
twelve hours. In dirty and neglected ships, in damp, crowded, and filthy
gaols, in the crowded wards of ill-ventilated hospitals filled with persons
Iabouring under malignant surgical diseases or bad forms of fever, an at-
mosphere is generated which cannot be breathed long, even by the most
healthy and robust, without producing highly dangerous fever.

3. The evidence is just as indubitable that exhalations arise from the
bodles'of the dead, which are capable of producing disease and death.
Many instances are recorded of the communication of small-pox from the
corpse of a person who has died of small-pox. This has happened not
only in the dwelling-house before interment, but even in the dissecting
room. Some years ago five students of anatomy, at the Webb-street
schoo],_Sout]}wark, who were pursuing their studies under Mr. Grainger,
were seized w1§h small-pox, communicated from a subject on the dissectﬁlg-
table, though it does not appear that all who were attacked were actually
engaged in dissecting this body. One of these young men died. There is
reason to believe that emanations from the bodies of persons who have
died of other forms of fever have proved injuwious and even fatal to indi-
viduals who have been much in the same room with the corpse.

The exhalations arising from dead bodies in the dissecting room are in
general so much diluted by admixture with atmospheric air, through the
ventilation which is kept up, that they do not commonly affect the health -
In a very striking or marked manner; and by great attention to venti-
lation, it is no doubt possible to pursue the study of anatomy with tolerable
mmpunity.  Yet few teachers of anatomy deny that without this precaution
this pursuit is very apt to injure the health, and that, with all the pre-
cautionthat can be taken, it sometimes produces such a degree 20f diarrhoea,
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90  Effects of Lfluvia from putrescent Animal Blatter.

- {imes such a general derangement of the digestive organs, as
?rrr:%eﬁ:l&tv}:i} tlo require an %ﬂ)sence for & time from the dissecting room and
a residence in {he pure air of the country. The same statements are }nln-
formly made by the professors ol Veterinary anatomy in this country. I‘}le
result of inquiries which 1 have personally made into the state of Ii e
health of persons licensed to slaughter horses, called knackers, is, that

though they maintain their health apparently unimpaired for some time,
yet that aftera time the functions of the nutritive organs become impaired,
they begin to emaciate, and present a cadaverous appearance, slight.
wounds fester and become difficuit to heal, and that upon the whele they
ort-lived race. _
illr?l‘?\es hexhala’tions arising from dead Dbodies interred in the vaults of
churches, and in church-yards, are also so much diluted with the air of
the atmosphere, that they do not commonly affect the health in so imme-
diate and direct a manner as plainly to indicate the source of these noxious
influences. It is only when some accidental circumstances have favoured
their accumnulation or concentration in an unusual degree, that the effects
become so sensible as obviously to declare their canse, Every now qnd then,
however, such a concurrence of circumstances does happen, of which there
are many instances on record; but it may suffice for the present to
mention one, the particulars of which I have received from a gentleman
who is known to me, and on the accuracy of whose statements L can
rely. . Tond
Ar. Hutchinson, surgeon, Farringdon-street, was called on Monday
morning, the 15th March, 1841, to attend a girl, aged 14, who was labour-
ing under typhus fever of a highly malignant character. This girl was the
daughter of a pew-opener in one of the large city churches, situafed in
the centre of a small burial ground, which had been used for the interment
of the dead for centuries, the ground of which was raised much above its
natural level, and was saturated with the remains of the bodies of the
dead. There were vaulis beneath the chureh, in which it was S.tlll the
custom, as it had long been, to bury the dead. The girl in question had
recently returned from the counlry, where she had been at sc!lool. On the
preceding Friday, that is, on the fourth day before Mr. Hutchinson saw her,
she had assisted her mother during three hours and on the Saturday during
one hour, in shaking and cleansing the maiting of the aisles and pews of
the church. 'The mother stated, that this work was generally done once in
six weeks ; that the dust and effluvia which ayose, always had a peculivnly
feetid and offensive odour, very unlike the dust which collects in private
houses ; that it invariably made her (the mother) ill for at least a day aflter-
wards ; and that it used to make the grandmother of the present patient
" g0 unwell, that she was compelled to hire a person to perform this part of
her duty. On the afterncon of the same day on which the young person
now ill had been engaged in her employment, she was seized with shiver-
ing, severe pain in the head, back, and limbs, and other symptoms of com-
mencing fever. On the following day all these symptoms were aggravated,
and in two days afterwards, when Mr. Hutchinson first saw her, malignant
fever was fully developed, the skin being burning hot, the tongue dry and
covered with a dark brown fur, the thirst urgent, the pain of the head,
back, and extremities severe, attended with hurried and oppressed
breathing, great restlessness and prostration, anxiety of countenance, low
muttering delirium, and a pulse of 130 in the minute.

In this case it is probable that pariicles of noxious animal matter pro-
gressively accumulated in the matting during the intervals between the
cleansing of it ; and that being set free by this operation and diffused in the
atmosphere, while they were powerful enough always sensibly to affect even
those who were accusiomed o inhale them, were sufficiently concentratedto
produce actual fever in one wholly unaccustomed to them, and rendered
increasingly susceptible to their influence by recent residence in the pure
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air of the country; for it is remarkable that miasms sometimes act with
the greatest intensity on those who habitually breathe the purest aiv. .

The miasms arising from church-yards are in general {oo much diluted
by the surrounding air to sirike the neighbouring inhabitants with sudden
and severe disease, vet they may materially injure the health, and the
evidence appears {o me to be decisive that they often doso. Among others
who sometimes obviously suffer from this cause, are the families of clergy-
men, when, as occasionally happens, the viearage or rectory is situafed
very close to a full church-yard, I myself know one such clergyman’s
family, whose dwelling-house is so close to an extremely full churchyard,
that a very disagreeable smell from the graves is always perceptible in
some of the sitting and sleeping rooms. The mother of this family states
{hat she has never had a day’s health since she has resided in this house,
and that hér children are always ailing ; and their ill healih is atfributed,
both by the family and their medical friends, to the offensive exhalations
from the church-yard.,

Dr. Lyon Playfair states as follows in his communication—

There are two kinds of changes which animal and vegelable matters
undergo, when exposed to certain influences, These are known by the
terms of * decay ” and * putrefaction.” Decay, properly so called, is a
union of the elements of organic mafter with the oxygen of the air; while
putrefaction, although generally commencing with decay, is a change or
transformation of the elements of the organic Lody itself, without any
necessary union with the oxygen of the air. \When decay proceeds in a
body without putrefaction, oifensive smells are not generated; but if the
air in contact with the decaying matter be in any way deficient, the decay
passes into putrefaction, and putrid smells arise. Pulrid smells arerarely if
ever evolved from substances destifute of the element nitrogen.

Both decaying and putrefying matters are eapable of communicating their
own state of putrefaction or of decay to any organic matler with which they
may come in contact. To take the simplest case, a piece of decayed wood,
a decaying orange, or a piece of tainted flesh is capable of' eausing similar
decay “or putrefaction in another piece of wood, orange, or fiesh. In a
similar mauner the decaying gases evolved from sewers oceasion the
putrescence of meat or of vegetables hung in the vicinity of the place from
which they escape. But this communication of putrefaction is not confined
to dead matter. When tainted meat or putrescent blood-puddings are
taken asg food, their state of putrefaction is frequently communicafed fo the

‘bodies of thic persons who have used them as food. A disease analogous to

rot ensues, and generally terminates fatally. Happily this disease s liltle
known among us, but it is of very frequent oceurrence in Germany.

The decay or putrefaction communicated by putrid gases or by decaying
malters does not always assume one form, but varies according to the
organs to which their peculiar state is imparted. If communicated to the
blood it might possibly happen that fever may arise; if to the inlestines,
dysentery or diarrhicea might result ; and I think it might even be a ques-
tion worthy of consideration, whether consumption may not arise from
such exposure. Cerfainly it seems o do so among cattle. The men who
are employed in cleaning out drains are very liable to the attacks of dysen-
tery and of diarrhcea; and I recollect instances of similar diseases oceur-
ring amony some fellow-students, when I attended the dissecting-rooms.

The effects produced by decaying emanations will vary according to the
stafe of putrefaction or decay in which these emanations are, as well as
according to their intensity and concentration. Thus it occurs frequently
{hiat persons susceptible fo contagion may be in the vicinity of a fever
patient without acquiring the disease. I know one celebrated medical man
who attends his own patients in fever without danger, but who has never
been able to take charge of the fever-wards in an infirmary, from the cir-
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cumstance of his being unable to resist the influence of the contagion under
such circumstances. This gentleman has had fever several times, ‘This
chows that the contagion of fever requires & cerlain degree of concentration
before it is able to produce its immediate_efiects. A knowledge of this
circumstance has induced several infirmaries (the Bristol infirmary, for
example) to abolish altogether fever-wards and fo scatter the fever cases
indiscriminately through the medical wards. Owing to this distribution,
cases in which fever is communicated to other patients or nurses in the
infirmary are very unfrequent, althongh they are far from being so in those
hospitals where the fever cases are arouped together.

1 consider that the want of attention to the circumstance of the concen-
tration of decaying emanations is a great reason that the effects of mias-
mata in producing fever is still a questiv vexata. Thus there may be many
church-yards and sewers evolving decaying maiter, and yet no fever may
oceur in the locality. Some other more modified effect may be produced,
according to the degree of concentration of the decaying mafter, such as
diarrheea or even dysentery; or there may be no perceptible effects pro-
duced, although the blood may still be thrown into & diseased state which
will render it susceptible to any specific contagion that approaches, It
must be remembered that decaying exhalations will not always produce
gimilar effects, but that these will vary not only according to the concen-
fration, but also according to the state of decomposition in which the
decaying matters are,

The rennet for making cheese is in a peculiar state of decay, or rather is
capable of a series of states of deeay, and the flavour of the cheese manu-
factured by means of it varies also according to the state of the rennet,
Just so with the diseases produced by the peculiar state or concentration of
decaying matfers or of specific contagions. When the Asiatic cholera
visiled this country many of the towns were afflicted with dysentery before
the cholera appeared in an unguestionable form. In like manner ihe
miasmata evolved from church-yards may produce injurious effects which
may not be sufficiently marked to call attention until they assume a more
serious form by becoming more concentrated. But notwithstanding the
absence of marked effects, it is extremely probable that constant exposure to
miasmata may produce a diseased state of the blood. Thus T had occasion
to visit and report upon, amongst other maiters, the state of slaughter-
houses in Bristol. These are generally situated in courts, very ineflicientiy
venlilated, as all courts are. I remarked-that {he men employed in the
slaughter-houses had a remarkably cadaverous hue, and ihis was partici-
pated in a greater or less degree by the inhabitants of the eomt. So
much was this the case, that in a court where the smells from the
slaughter-house were so offensive that my companion had immediately to
retire from sickness, I immediately singled out one person as not belonging
to the court from a number of people who ran out of their houses {0 inquire
the object of my visif. The person who atiracted my atiention from her
healthy appearance compared with the others, had entered this court to pay
a visit to a neighbour.

§ 11. That conclusions respecting such immensely important
effects ean only be established by reasonings on facts frequently
so scattered over distant times and places as to require much re-
search to bring them together; that those conclusions are still
open to controversy, and have hitherto been maintained only by
references to statements of distant observations, whilst regularly
sustained examinations of the events occurring daily in our large
towns might have placed them beyond a doubt; may be sub-
mitted as showing the necessity of some public arrangements to
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ensure constant attention, and complete information on these sub-
jects, as the basis of complete measures of prevention.

§ 12. The conclusions, however, which appear to be firmly esta-
blished by the evidence, and the preponderant medical festimony,
are on every point, as to the essential character of the physical
evils connected with the practice of interment, so closely coincident
with the conclusions deduced from obscrvation on the continent,
that from Dr. Riecke's report (and to which a prize was awarded
by an eminent medical association), in which the preponderant
medical opinions are set forth, they may be stated in the following
terms (—

««'The general conclusions from the foregoing report may be
given as follows:

«« The injurious effect of the exhalations from the decomposi-
tion in question upon the health and life of man is proved by a
sufficient number of trustworthy facts;

« That this injurious influence is by no means constant, and de-
pends on varying and not yet sufficiently explained circumstances ;

«That this injurious influence is manifest in proportion to the
degree of concentration of putrid emanations, especially in con-
fined spaces; and in such cases of concentration the injurious in-
fluence is manifest in the production of asphyxia and the sudden
and entire extinetion of life ;

«That, in a state less concentrated, putrid emanations produce
various cffects on the merves of less importance, as fainting,
nausea, head-ache, languor; )

«These emanations, however, if their effect 1s often repeated, or
if the emanations be long applied, produce nervous and putrid
fevers ; or impart to fevers, which have arisen from other causes,
a typhoid or putrid character ; -

“ Apparently they furnish the principal cause of the most deve-
loped form of typhus, thatis to say, the plague (Der Bubonenpest).
Besides the products of decomposition, the contagious material
may also be active in the emanations arising from dead bodies.”

- §13. Such being the nature of the emanations from human
remains in a state of decomposition, or in a state of cor-
ruption, the obtainment of any definite or proximate evidence of
the extent of the operation of those emanations on the health of
the population nevertheless appears to be hopeless in crowded
districts. In sueh districts the effects of an invisible fluid have
not been observed, amidst a complication of other causes, each
of a nature ascertained to produce an injurious effect upon the
public health, but undistinguished, except when it accidentally
becomes predominant. The sense of smell in the majority of
inhabitants seems to be destroyed, and having no perception even
of stenches which are insupportable to strangers, they must be
unable to note the excessive escapes of miasma as antecedents to
disease. Qccasionally, however, some medical witnesses, who

[




L.
o ey ot

e e, e o e g

L i g

“
TN R R ’f o

e T

S P

e

24 Diffusion of pulrid Emanations by Waler

hiave been accustomed to the smell of the dissecting-room, detect
the smell of human remains from the grave-yards, in crowded
districts ; and other witnesses have stated that they can distinguish
what is called the “dead man’s smell,” when no one else can,
and can distinguish it from the miasma of the sewers.

In the case of the predominance of the smell from the grave-
yard, the immediate consequence ordinarily noted is a head-ache,
A military officer stated to me that when his men occupied
as a barrack a building which opened over a crowded burial-ground
in Liverpool, the smell from the ground was at times exceedingly
offensive, and that he and his men suffered from dysentery. A
gentleman who had resided near that same ground, stated to me

that he was convinced that his own health, and the health of his

children had suffered from it, and that he had removed, to avoid
further injury. The following testimony of a lady, respecting the
miasma which escaped from one burial-ground at Manchester, is
adduced as an example of the more specific testimony as to the
perception of its effects. This testimony also brings to view the
circumstunce that in the towns it is not only in surface emanations
from the grave-yards alone that the morbific matter escapes.

. You resided formerly in the house immediately contiguous to the bury-
ing-ground of chapel, did you not >—Yes I did, but I was obliged
fo leave it. :

Why were you so obliged >—When the wind was west, the smell was
dreadful. There is a main sewer runs through the burying-ground, and
the smell of the dead bodies came through this sewer up our drain, and
until we got that trapped, it was quite unbearable.

Do you not think the smell arose from the emanations of the sewer, and
not from the burying-ground ?—1 am sure they came from the burying-
ground ; the smell coming from the drain was exaelly the same as that
which reached us when the wind was west, and blew upon us from the
burying-ground, The smell was very peculiar ; it exactly resembled the

smell which clothes have when they are removed from a dead body. M

servants would not remain in the house on account of if, and I had several
cooks who removed on this account.

Did you observe any effects on your health when the smells were bad ?
~Yes, Lam liable to head-aches, and these were always bad when the smells
were 50 also, They were often accompanied by diarrheea in this house.
Beforre Iwent there, and since 1left, my head-aches have been very trifling.

Were any of the other inmates of the house afflicted with illness P—T had
often to send for the surgeon to my servants, who were liable {o ulcer-
ated sore throats,

And your children, were they also affected >—My youngest child was
very delicate, and we thought he could not have sur\}"i\?ed; Esgince he came
here he has become quite strong and healthy, but T have no right to say
the burying-ground had any connexion with his health.

§ 14. In the course of an examination of the Chairman and Sur-
veyor of the Holborn and Finsbury Division of Sewers, on the

general management of sewers in London, the following passage
oceurs :—

“You do not believe that the nuisa

nee arises in all cases from the main
sewers ? (Mr. Roe)—Not alw

ays from the main sewers, (M. Milis)—Con-
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sected with this point, I would mention, _that where t_he sewers came in
contact with ehurch-yards, the exudation is most offensive.

« T{ave you noficed that in more than one case?~—Yes.

“In those cases have you had any opporfunities of tracing in what
manner the exudation from the ehurch-yards passed to the sewer > —JIt must
have been through the sides of the sewers. )

«“Then, if that be the case, the sewer itself must have given way ?—No;
1 apprehend even if you use concrete, it 1s impossible but that the adja-
cent waters would find their wai\: even {hrough cement ; it is the natural
consequence, The wells of the houses adjacent to the sewers all get dry
whenever the sewers are lowered. ' .

“You are perfectly satisfied that in the course of time exudations very
often do, lo a certain extent, pass through the brick-work ?—Yes; it is
impossible {o prevent it . . ) )

% Have you ever happened to notice whether there was pufrid matter in
all eases where the sewer passed through a burial-ground?—The last
church-yard I passed by was in the parish of St. Pancras, when the sewer
was constructing. I observed that the exudation from it into the-sewer
was peculiarly offensive, and was known o arise from the decomposition of
the bodies.

i At what disfance was the sewer from the ehurch-yard where you found
that ?—Thirty feet.”

Mr. Roe subsequently stated-—

“ Mr. Jacob Post, living at the corner of Church-street, .Lo.wer Road,
Islington, stated to our clerk of the works, when we were building a sewer

opposite Mr, Post’s house, that he hada pump, the water from the well -

attached to which had been very good, and used for domestic purposes;
but that, since a burying-ground was formed above his house, the water
in his well had beconie of so disagreeable a flavour as to prevent its being
used as heretofore : and he was in hopes that the extra depth of our sewer
would relieve him from the drainage of the burying-ground, to which he
attributed the spoiling of his water.”

Professor Brande states that he has « frequently found the
well-water of London contaminated by organic matters and am-
moniacal salts,” and refers to an instance of one well near a
church-yard, * the water of which had not only acquired odour
but colour from the soil ;”” and mentions other instances of which
he has heard, as justifying the opinion, that as “ very many of
these wells are adjacent to church-yards, the accumulating soil of
which has been so heaped up by the succession of dead bodies

~and coffins, and the products of their decomposition, as to form

a filtering apparatus, by which all swperficial springs must of
cowrse be more or less affecied.” Some of the best springs in
the metropolis are, fortunately, of a depth not likely to be consi-
derably affected by such filtration. In Leicester, and other
places, I have been informed of the disuse of wells near church-
yards, on account of the perception of a taint in them. The
difficulty of distinguishing by any analysis the qualities of the
morbific matter when held in solution or suspension in water, in
combination with other matters in towns, and the consequent
importance of the separate examination already given to those
qualities, may be appreciated from such cases as the following,
which are by no nreans unfrequent.  In the instance of the water
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26 Difficulty of distinguishing Specific Effects,

of one well in the metropolis, which had ceased to be used, in
consequence of an offensive taste (contracted, as was suspected,
from the drainage of an adjacent church-yard), it was doubted
whether it could be determined by analysis what portion of the
pollution arose from that source, what from the leakage of ad-
jJacent cess-pools, and what from the leakage of coal-gas from
adjacent gas-pipes. In most cases of such complications, the
parties responsible for any one contributing source of injury are
apt tochallenge, as they may safely do, distinct proof of the sepa-
rate effect produced by that one. Popular perceptions, as well as
chemical analysis, are at present equally baffled by the combina-
tion, and complaints of separate injuries are rarely made. If,
therefore, the combined evil is to remain until complaints are
made of the separate causes, and their specific eftects on the health,
and until they can be supported by demonstration, perpetual im-
munity would be ensured to the most noxious combinations,

The effects of unguarded interments have, however, as will
subsequently be noticed, been observed with greater care on
the continent, and the proximity of wells to burial-grounds has
been reported to be injurious. Thus it is stated in a collection
of reports concerning the cemeteries of the town of Versailles,

- that the water of the wells which lie below the church-yard of

St. Louis could not be used on account of its stench. In con-
sequence of various investigations in France, a law was passed,
prohibiting the opening of wells within 100 metres of any place of
burial ; but this distance is now stated to be insuflicient for deep
wells, which have been found on examination to be polluted at a
distance of from 130 to 200 metres. In some parts of Ger-
many, the opening of wells nearer than 300 feet has been ro-
hibited.

§ 15. Where the one deleterious. cause is less complicated with
others, as in open plains after the burial of the dead in fields of
baitle, the effects are perceived in the offensiveness of the surface
cmanations, and also in the pollution of the water, followed by
disease, which compels the survivors 1o change their encamp-
ments.

The fact is thus adduced in the evidence of Dr, Copeland :—

«It is fully ascertained and well recognized that the alluvial
soil, or whatever soil that receives the exuviwe of animal matter,
or the bodies of dead animals, will become rich in general ; it will
abound in animal matter; and the water that percolates through
the soil thus enviched will thus become injurious to the health
of the individuals using it: that has been proved on many occa-
sions, and especially in warm climates, and several remarkable
facts illustrative of it occurred in the peninsular campaigns. It
was found, for instance, at Ciudad Rodrigo, where, as Sir J, Mae-
gregor states in his account of the health of the army, there
were 20,000 dead bodies put into the ground within the space of
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two or three months, that this circumstance appeared to influence
the health of the troops, inasmuch as for some months afterwards
all those exposed to the emanations from the soil, as well as
obliged to drink the water from the sunk wells, were affected by
malignant and low fevers and dysentery, or fevers frequently
pulting on a dysenteric character.”

§ 16. In the metropolis, on spaces of ground which do not exceed
203 acres, closely surrounded by the abodes of the living, layer
upon layer, each consisting of a population numerically equi-
valent to a large army of 20,000 adults, and nearly 30,000 youths
and children, is every year imperfectly interred. Within the period
of the existence of the present generation, upwards of a million
of dead must have been interred in those same spaces.

§ 17. A layer of bodies js stated to be about seven years in de-
caying in the metropolis: to the extent that this is so, the decay
must be by the conversion of the remains into a gas, and its
escape, as a miasma, of many times the bulk of the body that
has disappeared.

§ 18. In some of the populous parishes, where, from the nature of
the soil, the decomposition has not been so rapid as the interments,
the place of burial has risen in height ; and the height of many of
them must have greatly increased but for surreptitious modes of
diminishing it by removal, which, it must be confessed, has dimi-
nished the sanitary evil, though by the creation of another and
most serious evil, in the mental pain and apprehensions of the
survivors and feelings of abliorrence of the population, caused by
the suspicion and knowledge of the disrespect and desecration of
the remains of the persons interred.

§ 19. The elaims to exemption in favour of burial-grounds which
it is stated are not overcrowded would perhaps be most favourably
considered by the examination of the practice of interment in the
new cemeteries, where the proportion of interments fo the space
is much less,

§ 20. T have visited and questioned persons connected with several
of these cemeteries in town and country, and I have caused the
practice of interments in others of them to be examined by more
competent persons. The inquiry brought forward instances
of the bursting of some leaden coffins and the escape of mephitie
vapour in the catacombs; thetapping of others to prevent similar
casualties ; injuries sustained by grave-diggers from the escapes
of miasma on the re-opening of graves, and an mstance was
stated to me by the architect of one cemetery, of two labourers
having been injured, apparently by digging amidst some impure
water which drained from some graves, No precedent exanuna-
tion of the evils affecting the public health, that are incident to
the practice of interment, appears to have been made, no precedent
scientific or impartial investigation appears to have been thought
necessary by the joint-stock companies, or by the Committees of
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the House of Commons, at whose instance privileges were conferred
upon the sharcholders: no new precautionary measures or im-
provements, such as are in use abroad, appear consequently to
have been introduced in them; the practice of burial has in
general been simply removed to better looking, and in general,
better situated places. The conclusion, however, from the exami-
nation of these places (which will subsequently be reverted to) is,
that if most of the cemeteries themselves were in the midst of the
population, they would, even in their present state, often contribute
to the combination of causes of ill health in the metropolis, and
several of the larger towns.

§ 21. It has beci considered that all danger from interments in
{owns would be obviated if no burials were allowed except at a depth
of five feet. DBut bodies buried much deeper are found to decay ;
and so certain as a body has wasted or disappeared is the fact
that a deleterious gas hasescaped.  In the towns where the grave-
yards and streets are paved, the morbific matter must be dittused
more widely through the sub-soil, and escape with the drainage,
If the interments be so deep as to impede escapes at the sur['a?:e,
there is only the greater danger of escape by deep drainage and
the pollution of springs.

Dr. Reid detected the escape of deleterious miasma from
graves of more than 20 fect deep, He states—

In some churchyards T have noticed the ground to be absolutely satu-
rated x_vlth carbonic acid gas, so that whenevera deep grave was dug it was
filled in some hours afterwards with such an amount of carbonic acid gas
that the workmen could not descend without danger. Deaths have, indeed,
occurrec_i occasionally in some churchyards from this cause, and in a series
of experiments made in one of the churchyards at Manchester, where deep
graves are made, each capable of receiving from 20 to 30 bodies, I found in
general that a grave covered on the fop at night was more or less loaded
with carbonie acid in the morning, and that it was essential, accordingly
{o ventilate these grave-pits before it was safe to descend. ’

This I effected on some occasions by means of a small chauffer piaced at
the top, and at one end of the grave a tube or hose being let down from it
to the bottom of the grave. The fire was sustained by the admission of a
small portion of fresh air at the top, and the air from the bottom of the
grave was gradually removed as the upper sfraium was heated by the fire
around which it was conveyed ; and when it had been once emplied in this
manner a small fire was found sufficient 1o susfain a perpetual renewal of
air, and prevent the men at work in the grave pits from being subject to the
extreme oppression to which they are otherwise liable, even when there
may be no immediale danger. A mechanical power might be used for the
same purpose and chemical agents, as a quantity of newly slaked lime, are
frequently employed, as they absorb the carbonic acid. From different cir-
cumsiances that have since ocewrred, it appears fo me probable that nu-
merous examples of sfrata or superficial soil containing carbonic acid may
be more frequently met with than is generally suspected, and that while in
churchyards the presence of large quantilies of carbonic acid may be fre-
quently anticipated, its presence must not always be atiributed solely to
the result of the decomposition of the human body.

The amount of carbonic acid that colleets within a given fime in a deep
grave pit intended to receive 20 or 30 bodies, is much influenced by the
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nature of the ground in which it is dug. In the caserelerred to, the porous
texture of the earlh allowed a comparatively free aerial communication
below the surface of the ground throughout its whole extent. Tt was, in
reality, loaded with carbonic acid in the same manner as other places are
loaded wilh water; it was only necessary to sink a pit, and a well of
carbonic acid was formed, into which a constant stream of the same gas
continued perpetually to filter from the adjacent earth, according to the
extent to which it was removed. From whatever source, however, the car-
bonic acid may arise, it is not the less prone to mingle with the surrounding
air, and where the level of the floor of the church is below the level of the
churchyard, there the carhonic acid is prone {o accumulate, as, though it
may be ultimately dispersed by diffusion, it may be considered as flowing
in the same manner in the first instance as water, where the quantity is
considerable.

Again, where the drainage of the distriet in which the church may be
placed is of an inferior description, and liable to be impeded periodically
by the state of the tide, as in fhe vicinity of the Houses of Parliament,
where all the drains are closed at high water, the atmosphere is frequently
of the most inferior quality. I am fully satisfied, for instance, not only
from my own observation, but from different statements that have reached
me, and also from the observations of parties who have repeatedly exa-
mined the subject at my request, that the state of the burying-ground
around St. Margaret’s chureh is prejudicial to the air supplied at the
Houses of Parliament, and also to the wholé neighbourhood. One of
them, indeed, stated to me lately that he had avoided the churchyard for
the last six months, in consequence of the effects he experienced the last
time he visited it. ‘These offensive emanations have been noticed at all
hours of the night and morning ; and even during the day the smell of the
churchyard has been considered to have reached the vaults in the House
of Commons, and traced {o sewers in its immediate vicinity. When the
harometer is low, the surface of the ground slightly moist, the tide full,
and the temperature considerable—all which eircumstances tend to favour
the evolution of efftuvia both from the grave-pits and the drains—the most
injurious influence upon the air is observed. In some places not far from
this churchyard fresh meat is frequently tainted in a single night, on the
ground-floor, in situations where at a higher level it may be kept without
injury for a much longer period. In some cases, in private houses as well
as at the Houses of Parliament, I have had to make use of ventilating
shafts, or of preparations of chlorine, to neutralize the offensive and dele-
terious effects which the exhalations produced, while, on other occasions,
their injurions influence has been abundantly manifested by the change
induced in individuals subjected to their influence on removing to another
atmosphere. No grievance, perhaps, entails greater physical evils upon
any district than the conjoined influence of bad drainage and erowded
churchyards; and until the drainage of air from drains shall be secured
by the process adverted to in another part of this work, or some equivalent
mensures, they cannot be regarded as free from a very important defect.

The drainage of air from drains, is, indeed, desirable under any circum-
stances; but when the usual contaminations of the drain are increased by
the emanations from a loaded churchyard, it becomes doubly imperative to

introduce such measures ; and if any one_should desire to itrace the pro-

ovess of reaction by which the grave-yards are continually tending to tree
themselves of their contents, a very brief inguniry will give him abundant
evidence on this point. My attention was first directed to this matter in
London ten years ago, when a glass of water handed to me at an hotel,
in another district, presented a peculiar film on its suriace, which led
nie to set it aside; and afier numerous inquiries, I was fully satisfied that
the appearance which had attracted my attention arose from the coflins in
a churchyard immediately adjoining the well where the water had been
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drawn. Defective as our information is as to the precise qualities of the
various products from draius, church-yards, and other similar places, I think
T have seen enough to satisfy me that in all sueh situations the fluids of
the living system imbibe materials which, though they do not always
produce great severily of disease, speedily induce a morbid condition,
which, while it renders the body more prone to attacks of fever, is more
especially indicated by the facility with which all the fluids pass 1o a sfale
of putrefaction, and the rapidity with which the slightest wound or cut is
apt to pass into a sore.

Mr, Leigh, surgeon and lecturer of chemistry at Manchester,
confirms the researches made by Dr. Reid in that fown, and ob-
serves on this subject—

But the decomposition of animal bodies is remarkably modified by external
circumstances where the bodies ave immersed in or surrounded by waler,
and particularly, if the walter undergo frequent change, the solid fissues
become converted into adipocire, a fatly spermaceli-like substance, not
very prone to decomposition, and this change is effected without much
gaseous exhalafion.. Under such circumstances nothing injurious could
arise, but under ordinary conditions slow decomposition would take place,
with the usual products of the decomposition of animal matters, and here
the nature of the soil becomes of much interest. 1f the burial-ground be
in damp dense compact clay, with much water, the water will collect round
the body, and there will be a disposition to the formalion of adipocire,
whilst the clay will effectually prevent the escape of gaseous matter. If
on the other hand the bodies be laid in sand or gravel, decomposition will
readily take place, the gases will easily permeate the superjacent soil and
escape inlo the atmosphere, and this with a facility which may be judged
of when ihe fact is stated, that under a pressure of only three-fourths of an
inch of waler, coal gas will escape by any leakage in Lhe conduit pipes
through a stratum of sand or gravel of three feel in thickness in an exceed-
ingly short space of time. The three feet of soil seems to oppose scarcely
any resistance to ifs passage to the surface; butif the joinis of the pipes
be enveloped by a thin layer of clay, the escape is effectually prevented.

1t bodies were interred eight or ten feet deep in sandy or gravelly soils,
I am convinced little would be gained by it; the gases would find a ready
exit from almost any practicable depth,

§ 22, He also expresses an opinion concurrent with that of other
physiologists, that the effects of these escapes in an otherwise
salubrious locality, soon attract notice, but their influence in
obedience to the laws of gaseous diffusion, developed by Dalton
andd Graham, is not the less when scattered over a town, because
in a multitude of scents they escape observation. In open rural
districts these gases soon intermix with the circumambient air,
and become so vastly diluted that their injurious tendency is
less potent. ' '

Other physical facts which it is necessary to develope in respect
to the practice of interment may be the most coiweniently con-
sidered in a subsequent portion of this report, where it is necyessm'y
to adduce the information possessed, as to the sites of places
of burial, and the sanitary precautions necessary in respect to
them.

§ 23. I'rom what has already been adduced, it may here be stated
as a conclusion,
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That inasmuch as there appear to be no cases in which the ema-
nations from human remains in an advanced stage of decomposi-
tion are not of a deleterious nature, so there is no case in which
the liability to danger should be incurred either by internient (ot
by enfombment in vaults, which is the most dangerous) amidst the
dwellings of the living, it being established as a general conclusion
in respect to the physical circumstances of interment, from which
no adequate grounds of exception have been established ;—

That all interments in towns, where bodies decompose, con-
tribute to the mass of atmospheric impurity which is injurious to
the public health.

Injuries to the Health of Survivors occasioned by the delay of
Interments.

In order to understand the state of feeling of the labouring
classes, and the general influence upon them, and even the effects
on their health, of the practice of interment, it will be necessary
to submit for consideration those circumstances which imme-
diately precede the interment, naniely, the most common cir-
cumstances of the death,

§ 24. In a large proportion of casesin the metropolis, and in some
of the manufacturing districts, one room serves for one family of
the labouring classes : it is their bed-room, their kitchen, their wash-
house, their sitting room, their dining room; and, when they do
not follow any out-door occupation, it is frequently their work
room and their shop. In this one room they are born, and
live, and sleep, and die amidst the other inmates.

§ 25. Their common condition in large towns has been developed
by various inquiries, more completely than by the census. As an
instance, the results may be given of an inquiry lately made, at the
instance and expense of Lord Sandon, by Mr. Weld, the secretary
of the Statistical Society, as to the condition of the working classes
resident in the inner ward of St. George’s, Hanover Square, and
in the immediate vicinity of some of the most opulent residences
in the metropolis. It appeared that 1465 familics of the labour-
ing classes had for their residence 2175 rooms, and 2510 beds.
The distribution of rooms and beds was as follows :—

Number Number
DwELLINGS. uf BEebps, of

Families, Families,
Single rooms for cach family 929 One bed to cach family . 623
Two s 2) 408 Two ' 5y G38
Three o s 94 Three 58 13 154
Four ’s ’s 17 Four s .3 a1
Five s 13 8 Five 1 2 8
Six ’s . 4 Six ’s 52 3
Seven a3 s 1 Seven as s 1
Eight s ' 1 Dwellings without a bed . 7
Not ascerfained . 3 || Notascertained . . . 10
Total . . | 1,465 Tolal . | 1,400
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Out of 5945 persons 839 were found to be ill, and yet the season
was not unhealthy.  One family in 11 had a third room (and that
not unoccupied) in which to place a corpse. 'This, however, ap-
pears to be a favourable specimen. Irom an examination made
by a committee of the Statistical Society into the condition of the

oorer classes in the borough of Marylebone, it appeared that the
distribution of rooms amongst the portion of population examined
showed that not more than one family in a hundred had a third
room,

No. occupying part of a room, 159 families, and 196 single persons.

. one room , 382 s 56 "

’ two rooms 61 » 2,
. + [

" three rooms 5 " 7 s

s four rooms 1 » -0 3

§ 26. Mr. Leonard, surgeon and medical officer of the parish
of St. Martin’s-in-the-Iields, gives the following instances of the
circumstances in which the poorest class of inhabitants die, which
may be adduced as exemplifications of the dreadful state of circum-
stances in which the survivors are placed for the want of adequate
accommodation for the remains immediately after death, and pre-
vious to the interment :—

There are some houses in my district that have from 45 to 60 persons
of all ages under one roof, and in {he event of death, the body often oc-
cupies the only bed till they raise money to pay for a coffin, which is offen
several days. They are crowded together in hounses situate in Off-alley,
the courts and alleys opening from Bedfordbury, Rose-street, Angel-court,
courls and alleys opening from Drury-lane and the Strand, and even in
places fitted up under the Adelphi arches; even the unventilated and
damp underground kitchens are tenanted. Of course the tenants are
never free from fevers and diarrheea, and the mortality is great. The last
class live, for the most part, in lodging-rooms, where shelter is obtained,
with a bed or straw, for from 2d. to 4d. per night, and where this is not
obtainable, the arches under the Adelphi afford a shelter. In the lodging-
rooms I have seen the beds placed so close together as not to allow room
to pass between them, and oceupied by both sexes indiscriminately, T
have known six people sleep in a room about nine feet square, with only
one small window, about fiffeen inches by twelve inches; and there are
some sleeping-rooms in this district in which you cannot seareely see your
hand at noon-day.

How long is the dead body retained in the room beside the living P—1¢
the person has subscribed {o a club, or the friends are in circumstances to

- afford the expense of the funeral, it takes place, generally, on the following

Sunday, if the death has oceurred early in the week ; but if towards the
end of the week, then it is sometimes postponed fill the Sunday week afier,
if the weather permit; in one case it was twelve days. In the other cases I
have known much opposilion to removal till after a subseription had been
collected from the afliuent neighbours; and in some inslances, after keeping
the body several days, T have been applied to to present the case to the
relieving officer, that it might be buried by the parish. Amongst the Irish
it is refained till after the wake, which “¢s open to all comers™ as long as
there is anything dacent {o drink or smohe ; but I must bear wilness, also,
to the frequent exhibition, in a large majority of the poor, of those affee-
tionate attentions to the mortal remains of their relatives, whieh all are
anxious to bestow, and which, nolwithstanding- the danger and want of
accomimodation, make them loth to part with them,

Rooms of the Labouriﬁg Classes in crowded Districts. 83

In what condition is the corpse usually, or frequently, retained >—
Amongst the Irish, it does not signify of wha{ disense(%he pe):('sontm:;(}l;wc
died, it is vetained often for many days, laid out upon the only bed, perhaps
and adorned with the best they can bestow upon it, until the coronach has
been performed. Thus fevers and other confagious diseases are fearfully
¥ropa_gated. I remember a case of a body being brought from the Fever

Tospital to Bullin-court, and the consequences were dreadful ; and this

spring I removed a girl, named Wilson, to the infirmary of the workhouse,
from aroom in the same court, I could not remain two minutes in it; the
horrible stench arose from a corpse which had died of phthisis twelve days
hefore, and the coffin slood across the foot of the bed, within eighteen
inches of it. This was in a small room not above ten feet by twelve feet
square, and a fire always in it, being (as in most cases of a like kind) the
only oue for sleeping, living, and cooking in. I mention these as being par-
ticular eases, from which most marked consequences followed ; but I have
very many others, in which the retention of the body has been fraught with
serious results to the survivors, °

Will you describe the consequences of such retention >—Upon the 9th of
M_arch, 1840, M—— was faken to the Fever Hospital. He died there, and
without my knowledge the body was brought back te his own room. The
usual practice, in such cases, is to receive them into a lock-up-room, set
apart for that purpose in the workhouse, 1 find that upon the 12th his
step-son was takenill. He was removed immediately fo the Fever Hospital.
Upon the 18th the barber who shaved the corpse was taken ill, and died in
the Fever Hospital, and upon the 27th another step-son was taken ill, and
removed also,

_Upon the 18th of December, 1840, [—— and her infant were brought, ill
with fever, fo lzer father's room in Eagle-court, which was ten feet square,
with a small window of four panes; the infant soon died. Upon the 15th of
Jannary, 1841, the grandmother was taken ill ; upon the 2nd of February the
grandfatheralso. There was but one bedstead in the room. They resisted
every offer fo remove them, and I had no power to compel removal. The
corpse of the grandmother lay beside her husband upon the same bed, and
it was only when he became delirious and incapable of resistance that I
ordered the removal of the body to the dead-room, and him to the Fever
Ili ospital, He died there, but the evil did not stop here : two children, who
followed the_n' _['ather‘s body fo the grave, were, the one within a week and
the other within ten days, also victims to the same disease. In short, five
out of six died,

In Octobex-,_18413 a fine girl, C——, died of cynanche maligna: her
body was retained in a small back room, Upon the st of November
another child was taken ill, and upon the 4th two others were also seized
with the same disease.

Upon the 2nd of February, 1843, H—, in Heathcock-court, died of
fever. I recommended the immediate removal of the body from the attie
room of small dimensions, but it was vetained about ten days, the widow
not consenting to have it buried by the pavish, and not being able to collect
funds sooner: their only child was seized with fever, and was several
weeks ill,

Upon the 3rd of March, 1843, B—— died of 2 fever in Lemontree-yard ;
the body was retained some days, in expectation of friends burying it, but
in th{_z mean fime a child of B——, and one of a lodger in the same house,
were infected.

. Upon the 13th March, 1843, I saw a family in Hervey’s-buildings, which

1s more open, and the rooms of a better class than those in some other sifu-

ations, I found there the corpse of a person who had died of afever; the

father and mother were just taken ill, and a child was taken ill scon after.

The foot of the coffin was within ten inches of the father's head as he lay upon

his pillow. 1 caused it to be removed as soon as possible, and the three cases
D
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34 Tnstances of the preduclion or fatal aggravation of Discase

terminated favourably. In the case in Bullin-comt, mentioned before, the
«iv]l Wilson was affected with nausea verligo, general prostration of strength,
and frembling, the usual symptoms in these cases. Soou after her rentoval,
ihe mother of the deceased was seized with typhus, and is now only so far
recovered as scarcely to be able to go about and attend fo another son,
who is at present ill of the same disease. These are o few cases only in
which serious evils followed on retention of the body. I could muitiply
them, if necessary; but they will suffice 1o show that there should be
power of removal {o some recognized place of safefy given to the district
medical officer for the benefit of the individuals concerned and the public
at large. The rooms are often most wretched in which these cases ocour;
the neighbourhood is badly ventilated and drained, or often not drained at
all, and if the medical officer were responsible for his acis, and bound to
veport regularly, there would be a sufficient guarantee that no unnecessary
harshness would be exercised in the performance of a duty absolutely
required for the preservation of ihe public health, and the safety of those
dearest to the sufferers themselves. _ .
Comparing the effects of the practice of refaining the bodies before inter-
ment, with the effects of emanations from the dead afler interment, .w.hen
buried in erowded districts, which appears o you to be the most pernicious
practice >—When a bodyis retained in a small room, badly venlilated, and
often with & fire in it, the noxious gases evolved in the process of decom-
position are presented to persons exposed to them in a highly concentrated
form, and if their health is in a cerlain state favourable to receive the con-
{agion, the effect is immediate. In crowded burial-grounds in which I have
never seen a body at a less depth than three feet from the surface (allowing
for the artificial building up of the ground to give apparent depth to the
arave), the gases having this thickness of earth o penetrate, arrive at the
surface in a divided state, and by small quantities at a time mix so gradually
with the atmosphere, that it becomes comparatively harmless by dilution,
and is searcely perceptible. In confined situations, where the ground is
limited in extent, the long continuance of gradual evolutions of noxious
maiter would, doubtless, bea cause of debility to surrounding inhabitants;
but such instanees, I think, are rare. I have made inquiry in the imme-
diate neighbourhood of grave-yards, and I form my opinion from the result.
There can be no doubt whatever as fo the propriety of burial beyond the
limits of ‘towns, and if the corpse of the poor man could be deposited at a
distance, without entailing a greater expense upon him, I think it would
improve the health of our large towns very much; but T believe the reten-
tion of the corpse in the room with the living is fraught with greater danger
than that produced by the emanations from even crowded grave-yards,

§ 27. The condition in which the remains are often found on the
occurrence of a death at the eastern part of the metropolis are thus
deseribed by Mr. John Liddle, the medical officer of the White-
chapel district of the Whitechapel Union.

What is the class of poor persons whom you, as medical oflicer, are
called upon to attend to ?—The dock labourers, navigators, bricklayers’
labourers, and the general description of labourers inhabiting Whitechapcel
and lower Aldgate.

On the occurrence of a death amongst this description of labourers, what
do you find to e the general condition of the family, in relation to the
remains. How is the corpse dealt with ?—Nearly the whole of the labour-
ing population there have only one room. The corpse is therefore kept in
that room where the inmafes sleep and have their meals. Sometimes the
corpse is stretched on the bed, and the bed and bed-clothes are taken off,
and the wife and family lie on the floor. Sometimes a board is got on
which the corpse is stretched, and that is sustained on tressels or on chairs,

e
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Somelimes it is streiched out on chairs.. When children dj
quently Iaid out on the table. The poor Irish, if tl:];;za(}:i:fft'gr?i?r?‘(ﬁg
a canopy of white calico over the corpse, and buy eandies to burn by it, and
E}gggyat bl[ltckﬂc_rols)s at tlile l_m;t_d of the corpse. They commonly raise the
o do tis suoscriplions a i
Im{!{;clas g\'hich e )frrequent. p nongst themselves and at the publie-
Vhat is the usual length of time that the corpse is so kept p—1 i
varies according to the day of the death, Sli?lday is 1htl.=.’?1ayTltllfsiut:tllllu'=
chosen for the day of burial, But if 2 man die on the Wednesda ﬂlg
burial will not take place {ill the Sunday week following. Bodigé are
almost always kept for a full week, frequently longer.

What proportion of these cases may be positively contagious ?—It
appears from the Registrar-General’s Report (which, however,ocann;)t be
depended on for perfect accuracy, as the registrar’s returns are very incor-
reet,—I do not think T have been required to give & certificate of death upon
Hl;)l‘e lhqg th_reel_occamon;i), llh?t in the year 1839, there were 747 deaths

rom epidemie diseases which formed a - ;

desIl_}hs in theh\’\(’lhitechapel Union. bout one-filth of the whole of the

ave you had occasion fo represent as injurious this practic ining
the corpse amidst the living ?—I have reprjesented in Severalec%ifgiﬁrilc%
lons in answer to sanitary inquiries from the Poor Law Commission Office;
fhat it must be and is highly injurious. It was only three or four days a’g(;
ihat_au 1pstanca of this occurred in my own practice, which I will mention.
!}_\wg]ow s son, who was about 15 years of age, was faken ill of fever
Finding the room. small, in which there was a family of five persons living,
I advised his immediate removal, This was not done, and the two othgf-
sons were shortly afterwards attacked, and both died. When fever was
epidemie, deaths following the first death in the same family were of fre-
quent occwrrence. In cases where the survivors escape, their general health
:‘33?,& be deteriorated by the practice of keeping the dead in the same

Do you observe any peculiarity of habit amongst the lower
accompanying this familiarity with the remains of the dea}g‘;ﬂiﬁ?:zef
observe when T first visit the room is a degree of indifference to the pre-
sence of the corpse: the family is found eating or drinking or pursning
their usual callings, and the children playing. Amongst the middle classes
where there is an opportunity of putting the corpse by itself, there are
ﬁl}'ﬁit]terfn;ag'ks of r:lspect.amll decency.] Amongst that class no one would

¢ of doing anything in the room wher y Y i il les
i or do c}%ildr.e‘zn ing in where the corpse was lying, still less

BI!'. Byles, surgeon, of Spitalfields, states, that the above
deseription is generally applicable to the condition of the dwell-
ings of the labouring classes, and to the circumstances under
which the survivors are placed on the occurrence of a deatl in
that district. e observes, moreover——

In fhe more malignant form of fever, especially scarlating, the instances
of death following the first ease of death are frequent. The same holds
good in vespect to measles, and in respect to small-pox in families where
vaceinalion has been neglected. I have also known instances of children
who had been vaccinated becoming the subject of fever apparentlv from
the effluvia of the body of a child who had died of the small-pox. T have
often had oceasion urgently to represent to the parish and union officers the
necessity of a foreible interference to remove bodies. (oflins have been
sent and the bodies removed-and placed in a vault under the ehureh until
miel;ment. and the rooms limewashed at the expense of the parish.

. Were such removals resisted 2—Not generally; they were in some few
mstances.
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36  Discase aggravated to the Living by the retention of the

28. Mr. Bestow, a relieving officer of the adjacent distriel of
Bethnal Green, who is called upon to visit the abodes of those
persons of the labouving classes, who on_the occurrence of death
fall into a state of destitution, thus exemplifies the common conse-
quences of the retention of the corpse in the living and working

rooms of the family :—

Is the corpse generally kept in the living or in the working room ?—In
the majority of cases the weavers live and work in the same room; the
children generally sleep on a bed pushed under the loom. Before a coffin
is obtained, the corpse is generally stretched on the bed where the adults
have slept. It is a very serious evil in our district, the length of time
dwing wl;\ich bodies have been kept under such circumstances. I have
frequently had to make complaint of it. Ve are very often complained to
by neighbours of the length of time during which the bodies are kept. We
have very often had disease occasioned by it. I have known, in one case,
as many as eight deallis, from typhus fever, follow one death; there were
five children and two or three visitors whose illness and deaths were
ascribed to the cirecumstance.

In January, 1837, a man named Clark, in George Gardens, in this parish,
having been kept a considerable length of time unburied (I was informed
beyond a fortnight), I was directed to visit the case, and 1 found the
house consisted of two small rooms, wherein resided his wife and seven
children, I remonstrated with them upon the impropriety of keeping the
body so long, and offered either to bury, or to remove if, as it was then
becoming very offensive. 1 was informed it would be buried on the follow-
ing Sunday, as it would not be convenient for the whole of the relatives to
attend the funeral earlier, and I understood a very great number did attend,
T find that on the 301h of thesame month (January) 1 was ealled again to
visit Ann Clark, one of the family, in the same miserable abode, who was
lying upon some rags, very ill of fever. 1 had her removed, but she ulti-
mately died ; and I again remonsirated with the family remaining in the

same honse, and offered to take them into the workhouse, which was
declined, stating, it was their infention to remove in a few days to another
house. And on the 20th of February, my attention was called to the same
family, who had then removed {o No. 3, Granby Row, not far from their
former abode, and here I found {he mother and the whole of the children
(as I had predicted to them, if they persisted in their habits), all ill of fever
without much hopes of their recovery, I had five removed to the London
Fever Hospital immediately ; but out of seven who were affected, two died.

My attention was shortly afterwards divected to Henry Clark, of Barnet

Street, who was a relative, and had taken fever (it was stated) by having

attended the funeral of his friend ; he, it seems, communicated it to Ius

wife and two children, one of whom died; next followed Stephen Clark,
of Edward Street, who, having visited the above-named relative, and
attended the funeral of their infant shorily afterwards, had fever; also his
wife and three children, one of whom died also. In August, 1837, I was
called to visit the case of Savah Masterton, No. 11, Suffolk Street, whosc
husband lay dead of fever; she was with two children in the same room,
and the corpse not in a coffin. They were in the most deplorable condi-
tion, and so bad with fever that none of the neighbours would venture to
enter the rvom with me. T had the dead body removed in ’a shell to our
dead-house, and the woman and children tothe infirmary in the werkhouse.

Two of them uliimately recovered; one died. In the same house, and in

the upper room, I next found Robert Crisp, with a wife and child, upon

whom 1 could not prevail to leave ihe place, and my urgent enfreatics were
treated with contempt and bad language, Ultimately, however, his child

Dead in Houses occupicd by the Poorer Classes. 37

dicd, and not until then conld T persuade him to get ancother plac i
woukl [le have the infant removed, or come into ﬂ?e workhousg hirfl’s::l?’.llher

William Proektor, residing in a miserable hut in Camden's Gardens, of
nn]y one roon, with a wife and {wo children, when visited, was found ba:ll
affected with fever, of which the wife died, and the body was kept in thg
same place wherein all the family resided and slept, for more than a week.
The man was next attacked, and {hen the children ; and for a considerable
time they were attended by onr medical officer, but I believe they all ullj-
mately recovered.

. His report book contained [requent instances of cases of the
like deseription,

.§ 29. Mr. T. Abraham, surgeon, one of the Registrars for the
City of London, who has had much practice as a parochial medical
officer, was asked upon this subject—

In the course of your practice, have you had occasion to believe that
cvil effects are produced by the retention of the corpse in the house ?—
Yes; 1 can give an instance of a man, his wife, and six children, living in
oneroom in Draper’s Buildings. The mother and all the children suceessively
fell ill of typhus fever: the mother died ; the body remained in the room.
I wished it to be removed the next day, and I also wished the children to
be removed, being afraid that the fever would extend. The children were
apparently well at the fime of the death of the mother. The recomnend-
alion was not aitended {o: the body was Lept five days in the only room
which this family of cight had {o live and sleep in. The eldest daughier
was altackgd about a week after the mother had been removed, and, after
three days’ illness, that daughter died. The corpse of this child was only
kept three days, as we determined that it should positively he removed, In
about nine days after the death of the girl, the youngest child was aftacked
and it died in about nine days, Then (he second one was taken ill; he la :
twenty-{hree days, and died. Then another boy died. The two other
children recovered,

By the immediate removal of the corpse, and the use of proper pre-
ventive means, how many deaihs do you believe might have been pre-
vented ?—1 think it probable that the one took it from the other, and that
if the corpse of the first had been removed, the rest would have escaped’
although 1, of eourse, admit that the same canse which produced the dis-
case in the mother might alse have produced it in the children. T believe
that, in cases of {yphus, scarlatina, and other infectious diseases, it fre-
quently happens that the living are attacked by the same disease from the
retention of the body.

Mr, Blencarn, surgeon, one of the medical officers of the City
of London Union, was asked— :

Iave you observed any evil effects following the practice of the long
retention of the corpse in the house amidst the living ?—Yes; I have
observed effects follow, but T eannot say produced by them, though they
were perhaps increased by them, In those cases which I have had, where
there has heen a succession of cases of fever in the same family, after a
death it has generally occurred that the parties affected have complained
two or three days before that they felt very unwell. Generally this has
been the ease. I have in such instances ordered them medicine imme-
diafely. Since the Union has been established, we have immediately
removed all fever cases to the fever hospital.

The retention of the corpse amidst the living, under such circumstances,

must aggravate (he morfality, must it not *—There cannot be a moment’s

=]

doubt about it,
‘ § 30. Ml': Barnett, surgeon, one of the medical officers of the
Stepney Union, thus exemplifies the effects of the practice in his own
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38 Instances of Discase aggravaled by the retention of the Dead

district.  After speaking of the prevalence of nervous depression,
ascribable to the contiguity to a crowded grave-yard, he says :—

Similar symptoms are observable when the dead are kept any length
of time in crowded apartments. I well recollect a child dying, during
the summer months, of scarlet fever, and the parents persisted in
Yeeping the corpse for a considerable period, notwithstanding the intreaties
of the rest of the inmates to the contrary, all of whom complained of being
ill therefrom. The result was the production of several cases of typhoid
fever and much distress. A short time ago, I was requested fo altend a
family consisting of five persons; they resided in a room containing about
500 cubic feet, with but little light and much less ventilation. One child
was suffering from small-pox, and died in a day or two: the corpse was
allowed to remain in the room. The two other chldren were soon atlacked
by the disease, as well as a child belonging to a person residing in the
same house, who was imprudent enough to bring it inte this apartment,
though cautioned not to do so. The stench arising from the Jiving and
dead was so intolerable that it produced in myself severe head-ache, and
my friend, who accompanied me, complained of sudden nervousness, The
}Imre]nts of these children (one of whom is since dead) are suffering great

ebility.

The) similarity of symptoms produced in these cases might perhaps lead
us to the conclusion that the cause was probably the same in all; con-
sequently, whether this poison be diluted or concentrated, it should, at
all times, be carefully avoided, For this purpose, I should recommend the
early removal of the dead from such apartments, and a check to be put to
:]]'let l_)afneful practice of burying the dead so near the surface in crowded

istriets.

§ 31. The accounts given by the medical practitioners and persons
who are chiefly in attendance on the parties before death, are
corroborated by the evidence of undertakers and others engaged in
providing goods and services for the performance of the last rites
for artisans of a condition to defray the funeral expenses.

Mr. Wild, an undertaker, residing in the Blackfriars Road,
London, who inters between 500 and 600 bodiecs annually, of

which about 350 are of the working classes, states, that the time

during which the corpse is kept in the house varies from five {o
twelve days.

The greater proportion of the.working men in London live and sleep in
one room only, do they not ?—Three-fourths of the rooms we have to visit
are single rooms ; the one room is the only room the poor people have.

“Wheu you visit the room, in what condition do you find the corpse? How
is it laid oul >—Generally speaking, we only find one bed in the room, and
that occupied by a corpse. It frequently happens that there is no sacking
to the bedding ; when they borrow a board or a shutter from a neighbour,
in order {o lay out the corpse upon it ; they have also to borrow other con-
venient articles necessary, such as a sheet. The corpse of a child is usually
laid out on the table. The Irish poor have a peculiar mode of arranging
the corpse ; they place candles around the bed, and they have a black eross
placed at the head of the bed.

Is the practice of keeping bodies in the place of abode for a long time
much altered in cases where the death has occurred ffom fever or any
contagious disease ?—Very seldom; they would keep them much longer if
it were not for the undertaker, who urges them to bury them. In cases of
rapid decomposition of persons dying in full habit there is much Jiquid ; and
the coffin is tapped to let it out. I have known them to keep the corpse
after the coflin had been tapped twice, which has, of course, produced =

pp—y
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disagrecable effluvium. This liquid generates animal life very rapidly;
and within six hours after a coffin has been tapped, if the liquid escapes,
maggols, or a sort of animaleulee, are seen crawling about. 1 have fre-
quently seen them crawling about the floor of 2 room inhabited by the
labouring classes, and about the tressels on which the tapped coffin is sus-
tained. Tn such rooms the children are frequently left whilst the widow
is out making arrangements connected with the funeral. And the widow
herself lives there with the children, T frequently find them altogether
in a small room with a large fire.

Have you known instances of the spread of disease amongst the members
of the family residing in the same room where the corpse is kept ?2—Some
medical men have said that corpses of persons who have contagious diseases
are not dangerous; but my belief is, that in cases of small-pox and scarlatina
it is dangerous ; and only the other day a case of this nature oceurred,—a
little boy, who died of the small-pox. Soon afterhe died, his sister, a little girl
who had been playing in the same room, was attacked with small-pox and
died. The medical attendant said, the ehild must have touched the corpse.
A poor woman, a neighbour, went over to see one of these bodies, and was
much afllicted and frightened, and I believe touched the body. She was
certainly attacked with the small-pox, and, after lingering some time, died
a few days since, The other day at Lambeth, the eldest child of a person
died of scarlet fever. The child was about four years old ; it had been ill a
week. There were two other children, one was three years old and the other
sixtcen months. When the first child died there were no symptoms of
illness for three days afterwards, the corpse of the eldest was kept in the
house ; here it was in a separate room, but ihe medical man recommended
carly interment, and it was buried on the fourth day. The youngest
child had been taken by the servant into the room where the corpse was,
to see it, and this child was taken ill just before the burial and died in
about a week, The corpse of this child was retained in the hounse three
weeks. It is supposed that the other child had also been taken into the
room to see the corpse and touch it, and at the end of the three weeks it also
died. - The medical attendant was clearly of opinion that had the first child
been early removed, it would have been saved, The undertaker’s men
who have to put into coffins the corpses of persons who have died from
any contagious disease, are sometimes sick and compelled to {ake instantly
gin or brandy ; and they will feel sickly for some hours after, but they are
not known fo catch the disease. I have often heard the men say on the
morning following, “ I have been able to take no breakfast to-day,” and
have complained of want of appetite for some time after.

My. Jeffereys, an undertaker, residing in Whitechapel, gives a
similar aceount of the dreadful effects of this practice.

Tt is stated that the practice of keeping the body in the house is a very
great evil; how long have you known bodies to be kept in the house
hefore interment *—1 have known them to be kept three weeks: we every
week see them kept until the bodies are nearly pulrid: sometimes they
have run away almost through the coffin, and the peor people, women and
children, are living and sleeping in the same room at the same time. In
some cases there is superstition about the interments, but if 1s not very fre-
quent. Then when the corpse is uncovered, or the coffin is open, females
will hang over it. A widow who hung over the body of her husband,
caught the disease of which he died. The doctor told her he knew she must
have kissed or touched the body : she died, leaving seven orphans, of whom
four are now in an orphan asylum. A young man died not long since, and
his body rapidly decomposed. His sister, a fine healthy girl, hung over
the corpse and kissed it ; in three weeks after she died also.

§ 32. The descriptions given by the lJabouring classes themselves

of the cireumstances precedent to the removal of the body for inter-

A T -

T

ot e o
L [ e .




et T a— %V

Era— - vy S
f .- . VTR L A .
T T Y L ot e g e s
o o

e

T ]

D R e i T O L T

40 Tustances of Discase aggravated by the retention of the

ment, are similar to those in the instances above cited, They are
thus described by John Downing, one of several respectable
mechanics examined :—

You, as secretary [of a burial sociely] are called upon to attend the funeral;
are you not?—Yes, L am. Itis part of onr rules, also, that the secretary shall
sec 1he body and identify it. When old members, whom I have known,
have been sick, I have visifed {them, although I am not obliged to do it.

What in the case of dedth is the condition in which you generally find
the corpse ?—It is generally stretched out on a shutter, with a sheet over
it. Children are generally 1aid out on the table.

In how many cases do you find that those whom you visit, who may
perhaps be considered to be - of the class of respectable mechanics, do you
find them occupying more than one room >—About one case in six.

Have you observed any effects from the long retention of the body in fhe
came room as the family >~—Yes, I have known children {o have faken the
disease and die; I have also known the widow who bas hung over the body
and kissed it, become ill and die through it. I have known other cascs
where there has been severe illness. 1 have myself been made ill by
visiting them ; 1T have felt giddy in the head and very sick, and have gone
to the nearest house of refreshment to get some brandy. I have felt the
effects for two or three days.

§ 33. The next class of witnesses, who receive the remains at the
place of burial, attest the fact that the smell from the coffin is fre-
quently powerfully offensive, and that it is by no means an uncom-
mon occurrence that the decomposing matter escapes from it, and
in the streets, and in the chureh, and in the church-yard, runs
down over the shoulders of the bearers.

§ 34. So far as the inquiry has proceeded in the provincial towns,
it appears that the practice of keeping the corpse in the crowded
living rooms does not difter essentially from the practice in the
metropolis. Mr, R. Craven, a surgeon residing at Leeds, who has
had great experience amongst that population, states—

The Irish almost universally live huddled together in great numbers in a
small space. 1 have often known as many as twenty human beings lodged
and fed in a dirty filthy cottage with only two rooms, Great many live in
ccllar dwellings, T have frequently seen a cellar dwelling lodge a family
of seven to ten persons, and that in close confined yards. T have seen &
cellar dwelling in one of the most densely-populated distriets of Leeds in
which were living seven persons, with one corner fenced off and a pig in
it; aridge of clay being placed round the fence to prevent the wet from the
pigsty running all over the floor, and to this cellar there was no drainage.

I believe that a much larger proportion of the Trish atiacked by fever,
die, than of English. Children they do not make so much parade of, as
here is greater difliculty of obtaining the funds for their burial. It is no
uncommon thing to see a corpse laid out in a room where eight fo fwelve
persons have to sleep, and sometimes even both sleep and eat,

He also states also that—

Amongst the handloom weavers there is some difference. They grene-
ridly live in coftages consisting of 1wo small rooms or cellar dwellings ;
these have always a large space oceupied by the loom; and in cottages
of two rooms I have frequently seen two families residing having in the
upper room two looms. When deaths occur in fhis class fhe corpse

cannot be laid out without occupying the space where the family have
to work (the father or mother weaving, and children winding or rendering
other assistance), or in the room where they live and eat. This, 1 am
of opinion, has .. very debasing effect on he morals of Ihis class of the
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community, making especially {he yising generation so familiar with death
that their feelings are not huit by it : it has also a very injurious physieal
effect, frequently propagating disease in a rapid manner and {o an immense

extent. .
§ 35. Mr. Christopher Fountaine Browne, one of the parochial

surgeons of Leeds, whose district comprehends a population of
45,000 persons, chiefly of the working classes, states that :—

The people amongst whom I practise generally oceupy one room where
they live in, and a bedroom above ; but I have kqown many instances of a
family, say a man, his wife, and from three to six children, having only
one bed and one apartment for all purposes. But a great many dwellings
there consist of only one room, and in many of the lodging-houses I have
seen five or six beds in one small room, in which it has been acknowledged
that from 12 to 14 persons have passed the night, and the air has heen so
bad that I have been compelled to stand at the window whilst visiting the
pafient,

He also states, that—

He has seen many deaths fake place in such houses when the body re-
mains in the bed where it died ; and I have known it remain two or three
nights before interment, In Irish cases they keep them longer. I have
seen a child lie in a down-sfairs room in a corner, dead of small-pox, ':}nd
another dying, and the house full of lodgers eating their meals. The
length of time that a corpse is kept varies very mueh according to the dis-
position of the relatives and the means of procuring a burial, as there are
no resfrictions as to the length of time bodies are to be kepf,

I have observed, that in cases of small-pox discase {requenily follows
in rapid succession on different members of the same family. I have fre-
quently known cases of a low {yphoid character arise where many persons
sleep in the same room : the addition of & death from any such cause of
course increases the danger to the living.

In Manchester and in several northern districts, it appears that
by custom the corpse seldom remains unburied more than three or
four days, but during that time it remains in the crowded rooms
of the living of the labouring classes. Iivery day’s retention of
the corpse 15 to be considered an aggravation of the evil; but
the evidence is to be borne in mind that the miasma from the
dead is more dangerous immediately after death, or during the
first and second day, than towards the end of the week. In a
proportion of cases decomposition has commenced before the vital
functions have ceased ; immediately after death decomposition often
proceeds with excessive rapidity in the crowded rooms, which have
then commonly larger fires than usual.

36. It is observed by some of the witnesses that usually,
and except by accident, and in few cases, the miasm'a .ﬁ'(n}: the re-
mains of the dead ingrave-yards can only reach the living in a state
of diffusion and dilution ; and that large proportions of it probably
escape without producing any immediately appreciable evil.
"The practice, however, of the retention of the remains in the one
room of the living brings the efftuvinm 1o bear direetly upon the
survivors when it is most dangerous, when they are usually ex-

o

hausted bodily by watching, and depressed mentally by anxiety

and  grief~—cireumstances which it is well known greatly Increase
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42 Proportions of Cascs of Dealks from Epidemic Disease

the danger of contagion. The males of the working-classes in
general die earlier than the females, and in the greater number of
cases the last duties fall to the widow ; and the prevalence of futal
discase chicfly amongst the children is frequently attributed to the
circumstance, that she is aroused from the stunning effect of the
bereavement by the necessity of going abroad and seeking pecuniary
aid, and making arcangements for the funcral, whilst the children
are left at home in the house with the corpse.

In Secotland, from an aversion to sleeping in the presence of the
corpse, it is the practice to sit up with it, and there is then much
drinking of ardent spirits. Mr. W, Dyce Guthrie speaks strongly
of the evils attendant upon the practice of the unguarded reten-
tion of the body under such cireumstances, and of the iustances
known by himself where persons have come from a distance fo
attend the funeral of a departed friend, and have returned infected
with a disease similar to that which terminated the friend’s exist-
ence. The concurrent and decided opinion of himself and a
number of other medical witnesses is, that the public health is
much more affected by the pestiferous influence of the corpse
during the interval of time that occurs from the moment of death,
up 1o the hour of the funeral, than it commonly is or can be after
mterment.

§ 37. Of the deaths which take place in the metropolis, it will be
seen that more than one-half are the deaths of the labouring classes,
The following table, taken from the Mortuary Registries during
the year 1839, shows the numbers of deaths amongst the chief
classes of society, and the proportions of deaths from epidemic
diseases. At least four out of five of the deaths of the labouring
classes, it will be remembered, ave stated to occur in the single living
and sleeping room, that is to say, upwards of 20,000 annually.

Numher of Deathis of Number | pooor | Average
cach Class, Ratio of | of Deaths { Deatls from|  Age at

Dealhis of | from Epi- | Epidemice, | Deatl: of

Children | demle, En- Eademicand] 41,4 wyg)e

Children o Total | demic, and &ﬁ?:‘:g;g‘;; Class,
Adults.| umler | Tofal. | Deatbs, [Contagions] = Tetal | inclnding

10 Years. Diseases, | Deaths, | Children.

1,724 529 | 2,253 1in 4§ 210 [ 1in 104;) 44

Gentry, 1’rofes-
sional Persons,

& their Families
Tradesmen, ’
Clerks, & their} 3,979 3,703 | 7,682[1in 2% | 1,428 [ 1in 541 25
Families . .
Undeseribed, . | 2,996{ 2,761 | 5,757) 1in 25 | 1,051 | 1in 5750 28
Iabourers and}|,; - ) . _ . .
o Familius.} 12,043| 13,885 (25,9300 1in 18 | 5,469 |Lin 48 922
Paupers. . .| 3,062 593 | 3,655{ 1 in 6% 557 | 1in 6§} 49
Total . . {23,806] 21,471 {45,277[ 1in 2}; | 8,715 {1in HZ| 27

In making up this table, all who were not distinguished as master

i the Provincial Towns and in the Metropolis. 43

tradesmen were entered as mechanies.  This cireumstance would
ive to the labouring classes an appearance of a higher average age
of death than is gained by them. On the other hand, some of the
labouring classes will be found to have died in the workhouse, which
would perhaps keep the average where it now stands, whilst if the
registration were more accurate, the average age of death of the
middle classes might be found to be about 27. The average age
of death of 27 given for the whole metropolis is not made as an
» + ] ] h
average of the averages, but from the average of the whole. The
apparent high average of the age of death of paupers arises from
the smaller proportion of children amongst them : and the larger
proportion of aged adults who seck refuge in the workhouse.*
38. The deaths registered from epidemic, endemic, and con-
tagious discases during the year 1839, which was by no means an
wnhealthy year, were as follows in Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds,
and Birmingham :—

Deaths from | Ratioof ch.'\ths
. Epidemie, from Epidemic
T“tl'.‘lnhf"ﬁnber Endemie, and | Disease to the
ob Dentlis. Contagions Total Number

Diseases. of Deaths.
Liverpool «+ . 7,435 1,844 1in 4
Manchester . . 6,774 2,006 1in 34
Teeds o o & 4,388 965 Lin 48
Birmingham . . 3,639 747 1 in 44

The numbers of deaths which occurred during that year amongst
the labouring classes are not distinguished, but they were for the
next year as follows. And in the three firsi-named towns, I
conceive that the proportion of cases of deaths amongst those
classes where the corpse is kept in the living room, is in all pro-
bability as great as in the metropolis. o

Liverpool . . . 8,097 Leeds . . . . 3,39
Manchester . . 4,629 Birmingham . . 2,715

I am wnaware of any data existing in the towns in Scotland
from which any estimate can be made of the extent to which the
evils in question are prevalent there. In the recent Report on
the Census, sufficient is shown of the condition of the labouring
population in the towns in Ireland to prove, that in them, tl}e evils

«must fall with at least as great severity as they are described to
oceur in the worst conditioned districts in England.

§39. If the returns and the statements of witnesses acquainted
with the crowded districts be correct, that four out of five
families of the labouring classes have each but one room, then

* In the Appendix will be found further particulars and exemplifications of the
fucts, deducible from the mortuary registers, together with the returns from the
several registration districts in the metropolis, of which the above is a summary.

{ Vide Appendix.—Paper on the Mortuary Returus,
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44 Demoralization produced by the prolonged retention

every unit of upwards of 20,000 deaths per annum which eceur
in the metropolis, every unit of 4600 deaths of the Iabouring
classes which occur annually at Liverpool, must be taken as re-
prescuting a horrible scene of the retention of the corpse amidst
the family in the manner described in the testimony of those
\‘\'ho ha}'e \\'.itnessed it;—and every unit of some 4000 deaths
from epldemlc:s in the metropolis, and every third or fourth re-
1% corded dqath in other towns, and even in crowded villages, repre-
l sents a distressing scene, and moreover a case of peculiar danger
and probable permanent injury to the survivors amongst whom it
takes place. Great, however, as may be the physical evils to them
the cvidence of the mental pain and moral evil generally attendant
£ on the practice of the long retention of the Eody in the rooms
i use and amidst the living, though only noticed incidentally, is
yet more deplorable. ’
| § 40. The duty which attaches to male relations, or which a
i+ benevolent pastor, if there were the accommodation, would exercise
on the occurrence of the calamity of death to any member of a
family, is to remove the sensitive and the weakly from the
spectacle, which is a perpetual stimulus to excessive grief, and
commonly a source of painful associations and visible images
pf the changes wrought in death, to haunt the imarriua{i’ou
m after-life. When the dissolution has taken place under cir-
cumstances such as those deseribed, it is not a few minutes’ Iook
after the last duties are performed and the body is composed in
death and left .in repose, that is given to this class of survivors, but
the spectacle is protracted hour after hour through the day and
night, and day after day, and night after night, thus aggravating
the mental pains under varied circumstances, and increasing the
dangers of permanent bodily injury. ‘The sufferings of the survivors
especially of the widow of the labouring classes, are often protracte(i
to a fatal extent. To the very young children, the greatest danger
is of infection in cases of deaths from contagious and infectious dis-
case. To the elder children and members of the family and inmates
the moral evil created by the retention of the body in their pr(;-,
sence beyond the short term during which sorrow and depression
e of spirits may be said to be natural to them is, that familiarit
soon succeeds, and respect disappears. These consequences ali
revealed by the frequency of the statements of witnesses, that the
deaths of children immediately following, of the same disease of
which the parent had died, had been accounted for by “the
o doctor,” or the neighbours, in the probability that the child had

i

N caught the disease by touching the corpse or the coflin, whilst

W playing about the room in the absence of the mother. Dr.

{130101{8’.]“ the course of !us dlf;scrtation on the physical dangers
rom exposure to emanations from the remains, mentions an in-

Lo stance wlere a little c¢hild having struck the body of the parent

0, Py 4 . :
! which had died of a malignant disease, the hand and arm of the

of the Dead in the Living Rooms of the Lower Clusses. 45

child was dangerously inflamed with malignaut pustules in conse-
quence. ‘'The mental effects on the elder children or members of
the family of the retention of the body in the living room, day
alter day, and during meal times, until familiarity is induced,—
retained, as the body commonly is, during =l this time in the
sordes of disease, the progress of change and decomposition dis-
figuring the remains and adding disgust to familiarity,—are
attested to be of the most demoralizing character. Such deaths
occur sooner or laterin various forms in every poor family ; and
in neighbourhoods where there are no sanitary regulations, where
they are ravaged by epidemics, such scenes are doubly familiar
{0 the whole population.

§ 41. Astonishment is frequently excited by the cases which
abound in our penal records indicative of the prevalence of habits
of savage brutality and carelessness of life amongst the labouring
pepulation ; but crimes, like sores, will commonly be found to be
the result of wider influences than are externally manifest; and
the reasons for such astonishment, will be diminished in proportion
as those circumstances are examined, which influence the minds
and habits of the population more powerfully than precepfs or
book education. Among these demoralizing cireumstanees, which
appear to be preventible or removable, are those which the
present inquiry brings to light, Disrespect for the human form
under suftering, indifference or carelessness at death,—or at that.
destruetion which follows as an effect of suffering—is rarely found
amongst the uneducated, unconnected with a callousness to others’
pain, and a recklessness about life itself. A known effect on
uneducated survivors of the frequency of death amongst youth or
persons in the vigour of life, is to create a reckless avidity for
immediate enjoyment. Some cxamples of the demoralization
atfendant on such circumstances camnot but be apparent in the
cvidence arising in the course of this inquiry into other practices
connected with interments,

42, On submitting the above to a friend, a elergyman, whose
benevolence has carried him to alleviate the sufferings in several
hundred death-bed scenes in the abodes of the labouring classes,
and who has been present, perhaps, at every death in his own
flock, in a wretchedly crowded patish, he writes in the following
{erms his confirmation :—

« The whole of this I can testify, from personal knowledge, to
be just.  With the upper classes, a corpse excites feclings of awe
and respect; with the lower orders, in these distriets, it is often
ireated with as little ceremony as the carcase in a butcher's
shop, Nothing can exceed their desire for an imposing funeral ;
nothing can surpass their efforts to obtain it; but the deceased’s
remaing share none of the reverence which this anxiety for their

becoming burial would seem to indicate. The inconsistency is

enlirely, or at least in great part, to be attributed to a single
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46 Ezpenses of Funerals amongst the different Classes

circumstance—that the body is never absent from their sight—
cating, drinking, or sleeping, it is still by their side; mixed up
with all the ordinary functions of daily life, till it becomes as
familiar to them as when it lived and moved in the family circle.
From familiarity it is a short step to desecration. The body,
stretched out upon two chairs, is pulled about by the children,
made to serve as a resting-place for any article that is in the
way, and is not seldom the hiding-place for the beer-bottle or the
gin if any visitor arrives inopportunely. Viewed as an outrage
upon human feeling, this is bad enough; but who does not sec
that when the respect for the dead, that is, for the human form
m its most awlul stage, is gone, the whole mass of social sym-
pathies must be weakened—perhaps blighted and destroyed ?
At any rate, it removes that wholesome fear of death which is the
last hold upon a hardened conscience. They have gazed upon
It 50 perpetually, they have grown so intimate with its terrors,
that they no longer dread it, even when it attacks themselves,
and the heart which vice has deadened to every appeal of religion
1s at Jast rendered callous to the natural instinct of fear,”

That it is possible by legislative means to stay the progress of
this dreadful demoralization, which must, if no further heed be
taken of it, go on with the increased crowding of an increasing
population ; that it is possible to abate the mental and physica‘i
suffering ; (o0 extend to the depressed urban districts an acceptable
and benign and elevating influence on such impressive occasions;
may be confidently affirmed, and will in a subsequent stage of this
Report be endeavoured to be shown by reference to actual cx-
amples of successful measures,

Expenses of Funerals and their effects on the Living.

§43. The practice of the long retention of the dead before burial
being the one from which the greatest cvil accrues, the eircum-
stances by which the piactice is chiefly influenced are the first
submitted for consideration. '

The causes which influence this practice amongst the greatest
number of the population appear to be, first, the expense of fune-
rals—next, the delay in making arrangements for the funeral,—
the natural reluctance to part with the remains of the deceased,
and oceasionally a feeling of apprehension, sometimes expressed
on the part of the survivors, against premature interment.

The expense of interments, though it falls with the greatest
severity on the poorest classes, acts as a most severe infliction on
the middle classes of society, and governs so powerfully the ques-
f1ons 1n respect to the present and future administrative arranee-
ments, and involves so many other evils, as to require as coni-
plete an exposition as possible of its extent and operation,

The testimony of witnesses of the most extensive experience is of
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the following tenor in London and the crowded town districts of
Englaud. Mr. Byles, the surgeon, of Spitalfields, in reference
to the delay of interments, states—

The difficulty of raising the subscription fo bury the dead, is I ap-
prehend one chief cause of the delay. When, in the instance of the death
of a child, I ask why it cannot be interred earlier, the usual reply is, we
caninot raise the money carlier. .

Mr. Wild, the undertaker, states—

‘The time varies from five to twelve days. This arises from the difficulty
of procuring the means of making arrangemenis with the undertaker,
and the difliculty of getting mourners fo attend the funeral. They have
a areat number to attend, neighbours, fellow-workmen, as well as relations.
The mourners with them vary from five to eight couple; it is always an
agreement for five couple at the least,

One of the witnesses of the labouring classes, who had acted as
secretary to an extensive burial society, gives the following account
of the causes which operate to produce the delay.

What is the average length of time they remain unburied ?>—Never less
than a week. Ifthey die in the middle of the week they are generally kept
until the Sunday week. 1 have_ known instances, however, where they
have been kept as long as a fortnight. ) )

What have been the causes of this retention of the body ? —In general it
has been the want of money to defray the dues. In some cases, however,
the widow has been reluctant to part with the corpse.

In what proportion of cases has this occurred ?—It may have been in one
case in thirty, as far as I can recollect,

§ 44. Mr. Baker, the coroner, stated to me that he has met with
some cases where inquests have been promoted in consequence of sus-
picions excited amongst neighbours on account of the delay of inter-
ments; it turned out that the deaths had been natural, and that the
delay had arisen from the difficulty of procuring money to defray
the funeral expenses. NMr. Bell, who for several years acted as clerk
to Mr, Stirling, the late coroner for Middlesex, even cites several
dreadful cases of children found dead in the metropolis, in which,
on inquiry, it was proved that the deaths were natural, but that
the bodies had been actually abandoned in consequence of the diffi-
culty of raising the money for interment, and the reluctance to
apply for parochial aid.

§ 45. The nature of the expenses of inferments in London, and
their operation on the whole practice, are most fully developed
in the examination of Mr. Wild.

Supposing the expenses of interment reduced, and the conveniences
inereased, do you think that there would be much or any reluctance fo early
interment, on account of any general feeling of dislike on the part of the sur-
vivors fo earlier removals or interments ?— No, I do not think there would
be any reluetance.

In cases where the obslucles avising from the expense and the inconve-
nience preventing the attendance of friends do not exist, is there a frequent
reluctance expressed to early interment ?—It is not frequent, Sometimes,
but very seldom, the deceased may have expressed a wish not to be hurried
out of the liouse soon after he was dead.

Do you find that thero islessdelay amongst the higher and middle classes 2
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43 Liapenses of different Classes of Funerals

—There is certainly mueh less delay amongst them; but with them the
corpses are carly placed either in lead or in double coftins, and the delay is
of less consequence.

Amongst the poorer classes, is not the widow often made ill during {he
protracted delay of the burial ?—Yes, very often. They have come to me
in tears, and begered for accommodation, which I have given them. On
observing to them, you seem very ill; a common reply is, * Yes, T feel very
ill. 1 am very much harassed, and I have no one {o assist me.” I infer
from such expressions that the mental anxiety occasioned by the expense,and
want of means to obtain the money, is the frequent cause of their illness. My
opinion is, that unless the undertaker gave two-thirds of them time or ac-
commodation for payment, they would not be able to bury the dead at all.

Do you consider that funcrals in general are made unnecessarily expensive ?
—Yes, they are, even under their present system unnecessarily expensive.
The average price of funerals amongst the working classes for adults will
be about 47 This sum generally provides a good strong clm coflin, bearers
to carry the corpse to the grave, pall and fittings for mourners. For children
i1\1:(: average cost is 30s., but these charges do not include ground and burial

ces,

Are they so even when the funcrals are provided by burial soeicties, ani
made the subject of special attention >—In benefit socicties and burial elubs
there is generally a certain sum sct aside for the burial, which sum is, I
consider, frequently most extravagantly expended. This arises from the
secrefary, or some othier officer of the club being an undertaker. When a death
takes place the club moneyis not paid direetly : it is usuaily paid on the club or
quarterly night following. The member dying seldom’ leaves any money
beyond the provision in his club to bury Lim, consequently the widow ot
nomince makes application {o the sceretary, who tells her that he eannot give
any money to purchase mounrning for herself and family until the committes
meets 5 this may be threc months after the death ; but, says the sceretary,
““ give me the funeral, I will advance you a few pounds upon my own account ;”
so that the widow is obliged to submit to any charge he may think fit to
make. I do not mean to be understood that this is always the case—I am
sorry fo say it is of frequent ocenrrence.

In general, are not the expenses of burialin the Dissenters® burial-grounds
less than these of burial in the grounds belonging to the Established
Church ?~—On the avcrage one-third less.;

On the occasion of burial in Dissenters’ burial-grounds, is any question
ever raised as to whether the deceased was a subscribing member of the
community to which the grounds belong >—No question is ever asked.

Of corpses of the labouring classes whom you yourself have buried in the
burial-grounds of Dissenters, how many will have been of subscribing mem-
bers of the community to which the grounds Lelong >—Not one in twenty,

Then the preference arises from the greater cheapness of the burial in
those grounds ?—Yes, and the greater convenience. The burial, instead of
heing fixed at one particular hour, as in eases of burials in the Church, may
be had within a range of three hours. This convenience las a great influ-
ence on the choice of places of burial.

Have burials in the Dissenters’ grounds been increasing of late ?—Very
much: their places of burial are in general no better ; they are, indeed, in
some instances worse than the grounds belonging to the parish churches,
but they would, probably, have enlarged and improved them, and, at the
rate at which they have proceeded, they would soon have three-fourths of
all the burials ;—chiefly on aceount of the increased cheapness and accom-
modation aftendant on their burials. )

Are the ordinary expenses and ineonveniences of funerals generally
severely oppressive to persons of the middle classes ?—Very generally: it
often oceurs that a poor widow is crippled in her means through life by
the expense of a funeral,  An ordinary funeral, burial fees and all, will cost
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from 507, to 70/, which will deprive her of 57. a year from ten to fourteen
years, besides the interest,

Without any deductions of the solemnity, for how much less might such a
funeral be performed ?2—Lor about 50 per cent. less. Indeed, I have proved
that practically for some time past.

Is not much of the accompaniments of funerals which, as at present con-
ducted, are deemed part of the solemnity, questionable in its effect as well
as appropriateness? Is it not the effect of custom, rather than any choice
or wish of the parties>—NMerely customary : the term used in giving orders
is, * provide what is customary.”

Are you aware that the array of funerals, commonly made by undertakers,
is strictly the heraldic array of a baronial funeral, the two men who stand
at the doors being supposed to e the two porters of the castle, with their
staves, in black ; the man who heads the procession, wearing a scarf, being
a representative of a herald-at-arms; the man who carries a plume of
feathers on his liead being an esquire, who bears the shield and casque,
with its plume of feathers ; the pall-bearers, with batons, being representa-
tives of knights-companions-at-arms ; the men walking with wands being
supposed to represent gentlemen-ushers, with their wands :—are you aware
that this is said to be the origin and type of the common array usually pro-
vided by those who undertake to perform funerals>—No; I am not aware
of il.

1t may be presumed that those who order funerals are equally unaware of

the incongrmty for which such expense is incurred 7—Undoubtedly they are. -

What is the cost of porters, the men who bear staves covered with biack ?
~—The cost of the mutes varies from 18s. to 30s. Insome cases of respectable
persons, where silk scaxfs or fittings, including hat-bauds and gloves, are used,
64, 5s. is charged to families for those fittings, To parties in moderate
cireumstances, two guineas would be charged for the fittings and the pay.

What is the charge for the person who walks with a searf?—The usual
charge to a respectable family would be a guinea, besides fittings, scarfs,
gloves, and hat-bands, which would altogether amount to abouf two guineas
and a half for this man.

What is the charge for the plume of featliers borne on the head before
the hearse ! —The charge for the feathers would be about two guineas ; then
there is the man’s gloves, scarf, and fittings, which make it about three

‘guineas and a-half,

What is the charge per wan bearing batons?—The charge, including
silk fittings, will be about 22s. each man.

What is the charge for each man bearing a wand 2—About the same price.

How many men of this description would be required for what is deemed
a respectable funeral —About twenty men; for if the coffin be o leaden one
it would require about eight men to bear it. )

What other charges are there of the same kind ?—There are velvefs
attached to the hearse, including feathers, and feathers to the horses, which
makes from ten to fiftecn guineas more.

What is charged for the pall?—From one to four guineas would be
charged for the use of the pall. ' ] :

What is it usual to give to the clergyman?—A silk scarf of three yards
and a half, a silk hatband, and black kid gloves. '
What may be the expense of this P—About two guineas to the parties.

Is anything usually given to the clerk >—Yes, the same as to the minister.

Is anything given to the sexton ?——Yes, they do in respeclable families, or
rather the undertaker does so, for his own gain. The cost of the whole,—
minister, sexton, and undertaker, will be about seven guineas to a respect-
able family, but it is usual to compound the matter by giving thew money;
I generally give the minister 185, and the clerk 13s, and the sexton,
perhaps, 13s.

. Is such an array as that deseribed ndopted in the case of the funerals of
15
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tradesmien as well as of other classes?—They have frequently the same
number of men,

A clergyman’s widow, who has solicited aid for Ler sons, whom she
has found it diflicult to educate, states that the expenses of her husband's
funeral were upwards of 110/. On being asked how she could incur such
an expense, she states that she considered it her duty to have a respectable
funeral, and ordered the undertaker to provide what was respectable ; that she
knew not what she ordered in that condition, and merely gave general orders.
Now is not this u frequent case, and is not the underfaker's usual inter-
pretation of respectability that which is expensive, the parties knowing
little about it 2—Yes, that is frequently so.

In the casc of funerals of persons of moderate respeclability costing, say
about 60/, how many of such men as those deseribed would there be
atfending it?—About fourfeen.

For a curate, or person of that condition, would there be that number and
array >—Yes.

What would be the expense of the funeral of a person of the condition of
an attorney ?—From 60Z. to 1007 ; but this would not include the expense
of tomb or monument, or burial-fecs,

Ifa person of such a condition were buried, would it be of about twenty
attendants, with such an array as that described >—Yes ; for such a person
the cost would be about 100 guineas, exclusive of the burial-fees. '

There would then be the same number of attendants as those mentioned,
about twenty men ?—Yes, about twenty men. _ :

The funeral being ordered of an upholsterer, is it not usually provided by
an uirdlertaker *—Yes. : :

In how many cases of funerals will there be  the second profit ¥ "—In
neirly two-thirds of the cases of burial in the upper classes. ,

1s the same observation applicable to the funerals amongst the middle
classes 7—Yes; I think in nearly the same proportion.

How much of the profit will be the profit of the upholsterer 7—Nearly
haif 1 if the funeral costs 50/ to the upholsterer from the undertaker, it will
cost about 1002 from the undertaker to the family,

Is there much credit given in the busingss to respectable families ?—Not
much ; for as soon as letters of administration are taken out the funeral
expenses are discharged. _ ,

The average expense of the funeral of an adult of the labouring class
being about 47, exclusive of the busial fees, and that of a child about 30s.,
what may be stated to be the ordinary expense of the funeralof a tradesinan

.of the lowest class, as ordinarily conducted ?>—OF the very lowest class—of o

class in condition not much beyond that of a mechanic, the funeral expenses
might be from 107 to 124,

What would be the ordinary expense for the funeral of a child of o person
of this class?>—The ordinary expense would be about 57,

What would be the ordinary expense of the funeral of 2 tradesman of &
better class ?>—From 70/. to 100, :

What do you consider would be a low average for the oidinary expense
of the whole class of tradesmen's funerals >—About 507, woiild, I considey
be a low average for the whole class,

What may be considered the average of ordinary expetises of the funerals
of children of the class dying below 10 years of age »—About 147,

Might 100/, be taken as the average cxpense of the funeral of a person
of the condition of a gentleman ?—No; they range from 2007 to 1,000/,

-I think that 150/. would be a low average.

What may be considered the ordinary cxpense of the furleral of a child of
this class ?—About 307. would be the average.

. - What may be the ordinary expense of the funerals of persons of rank or

title?—The expense varies from 5007 to 1500, A large part of this ex-
-pense has, however, commonly been for the removal -of the remains from
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town_to the family vault Dy 4 long cavaleade moving by vety slow stages ;

but the conveyance by railway makes as muchas 500/ difference in the ex-
pense of a funeral of this class, , :

What may be the average expense of the funeral of a child of this class?
—About 50/,

Do you believe it fo be practicable, by proper regulations, greaily to re-
duee the existing charges of interments ?—Yes; a very great reduction
indeed may be made, at least 50 per cent, : -

May it be confitently stated that under such reductions, whatever of
respectability in exterior is now attached to the trappings, or to the mode of
the ceremony, might be preserved —Oh, yes ; I should say it might, and
that they could scarcely fail to be incieased.

§46. Mr. Dix, an undertaker, who inters from 800 to 1000 per-
sons annually, of whom about 300 are of the class of independent
labourers, being questioned on this topic, stated as follows :—

The lowest average expense of o poor maw’s burial, from extensive
evidence, is stated to be about 51.; but that is where it is done, as it
usually is, second or third hand. I frequently perform funerals {hree deep:
that is, I do it for one person, who does it for another who does it for the
relatives of the deceased, he being the first person applied to.

The people then generally apply to the nearest person >—VYes, {hey do.
Kveryhody calls bimself an undertaker. The numerous men employed as
bearers become undertakers, although they have never done anything

until they have got the job. I have known one of these men get a newsuit
of clothes out of the funeral of one-decent mechanic, :

§ 47. The conclusions in respect to the unnecessary expense of
funerals appear 1o he applicable, with little variation, to the most
populous provincial towns. In the rural districts the expense
of funerals of the class of gentry appears to be even more ex-
pensive. In most of the provincial towns the expense of the
funerals of the more respectable class of tradesmen does not
appear to be much less than in London. In Scotland, the ex-
penses of the funerals of persons of the middle classes appear,
from a communication from Mr. Chambers, to vary from 12/
to 25/. In Glasgow the expenses of funerals of persons of the
middle class appear to vary from 12/ to 507 .

§48. T'o persons of the condition of the widows of officers in the
army or navy, or of the legal profession, or of personsof the rank of
gentry who have but limited incomes, the expenses of the funerals
often subject them to severe privations during the remainder of
their lives. The widow is frequently compelled to beg pecuniary
assistance for the education of her ehildren, which the superﬂuo‘us
expenses of the funerals of the adult meinbers of the family
would have supplied; and these expenses -are incurred often in
utter disregard of express requests of the dying, that the funerals

‘should be plain, and divested of innecessary expense. The expenses

are often incurred equally agaillst the wislies of thée survivors.
The cause of this appears to be that the funeral arrangements,

~and the detefmination of what is proper, and what customs shall

be maintained, fall, as shown by the évidence, to tliose who have

‘u direet interest,—and when the iaturé of their separate establish-
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592 Number of Master Undertakers in the Metropolis,

nments are considered, are commonly acting under a strong ne-
cessity,—in maintaining a system of profuse expenditure. The
circumstances of the death do not admit of any eftective com-
pefition cr any precedent examination of the charges of dil-
ferent undertakers, or any comparison and consideration of their
supplics ; there is no time to change them for others that are less
expensive, and more in conformity to the taste and circumstances
of the parties, An executor who had ovdered a coffin and
service of the “most simple description,” conformably to the
intentions of the deceased, expecting the coffin to cost not more
than five pounds, having, under peculiar circamstances, occasion
to call for the bill previously to the interment, found, to his sur-
prise, that instead of five the charge for the coflin amounted {o
nearly twenty pounds. *« What,” he says, «“ could be done? we
could not turn the body out of the coftin: I would have paid
double rather than have disturbed the peace of the house on that
solemn occasion, by a dispute, or by an objection cither to
that charge, or to the disgusting frippery with which these who
attended the dead were covered against their tastes,” 'The
survivors, however, are seldom in a state 1o perform any
office of every-day life; and they are at the mercy of the first
comer. 'The supplies of the funeral goods and services, are,
therefore, a multiform monopoly, not apparently on the parts of
the chief undertakers, or original and real preparers of the
funeral materials and services, but of second or third parties
living in the immediate neighbourhood, — persons who assume
the business of an undertaker, and who obtain the first orders.
The reason why the charges are seldom or ever disputed after
interment is that, however severe or extortionate they may be,
it would be more severe for the widow, or survivor, or friends,
to scrutinise the items, or resist the payment of the total
amount. Nor can it be expected of any individual tfo break
through such customs, however generally they may be disliked,
All isolated efforts to simplify the supplies and use of the goods
and materiel,—all objections to the demands for them are ex-
posed to the calumny that proper respect to the deceased is le-
grudged.” A late right reverend bishop, who thought it a moral
duty to resist an extortionate charge for such service, and he did
so even in a coutt of law,—the well-intended, but isolated effort,
was fruitless. Anotherreason for the impunity of the extortion is,
that much of the funeral expenses are from trust-funds of the
higher and middle classes, who influence the practice of the Jower
classes; and the trustees have but weak motives and means to de-
fend them. In so far as the funeral expenses are concerned, such
funds, as will zippear_ in respect to the funds raised for burial
amongst the labowring classes, are an exposed prey. '
§ 49. If there be any sort of service, which principles of civic
polity, ard motives of ordinary benevolence and charity, require

-

and the average Numbers of Funerals obtained by them, 53

to be placed under public regulation, for the protection of the
private individual who s helpless, it is surely this, at the time of ex-
{reme misery and helplessness of the means of decent interment.
On inspecting the condition of the whole class of persons engaged
in the performance of the service of undertakers, it may be confi-
dently stated that the class who only act as agents, could not suffer,
and must gain morally and socially, and ultimately pecuniarily by
a change that would be beneficial to the public. No class can
be otherwise than benefited by change, from an oceupation in
which they are kept waiting and dependent on profits which
fall to them at wide and irregular intervals. Notwithstanding
the immensely disproportionate profits of these persons in some
cases, and the immense aggregate expenditure to the public,
there appear to be very few wealthy undertakers. They are
described by one of them, ¢ as being some few of them very re-
spectable, but the great majority as men mostly in a small
grubbing way of business.” In this trade we have now the
means of knowing to an unit, from the morluary registration, the
amount of service required ; and we have some means of obtain-
ing a proximate estimate of the number of persons engaged in
its performance.
* § 50. The number of deaths per diem in the metropolis (inclusive
of .thc death of those who die in the workhouses, whose interment
being provided for by the parish and union officers, are not cases
for every-day competition) is on an average of three years 114,
I'he number of persons whose sole business is that of undertakers,
whose names are enwmnerated in the Post-office Directory for the
year 1843 for the metropolis is 275. Besides thesec “there are
258 « undertakers and carpenters,” 34 ¢ undertakers and uphol-
sterers,” 56 *  undertakers and cabinet-makers,” 51 **undertakers
and builders,” 25 “undertakers and appraisers,” 19 ¢ undertakers
and auctioneers,” 7 ¢“undertakers and house-agents,” 3  under-
takers and fancy cabinet-makers,” 2 ¢ undertakers and packing-
case makers;”’ making in all no less than 730 persons for the 114
deaths, or between six and seven undertakers waiting for the
chance of every private funeral. But these arc masters who, whe-
ther they act as agents or principals, have shops and establish-
ments, and the list does not include the whole of them, as the
Directory is not understood to include all the masters residing in
bye-streets and places. Some have two and three funerals per
diem, and some eight or tenj and it is apparent, even under the
existing imperfect arrangements, the undertaker’s service might
be better performed by forty or fifty than by the 275 principals,
who have no other occupation, and whose establishments and ex-
penses, as well as the cost of their own maintenance, must, if
the business be equally distributed, be charged on little more than
lwo funerals a-week. If the business be not equally distri-
buted, and a minority have (as will have been perceived) a much
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54  Corruption tncident to excessive Charges for Funerals.

larger share of the funerals than the rest, the majority will

be the more severely driven, as they are in fact, to charge their”

expenses on a much smaller number of funerals.  When the ad-
ditional number of tradesmen of mixed occupations are brought
as waiters for the chances of emplayment, the number of burials
distributed amongst them all is reduced to 10 funerals to every
master in 11 weeks, or less than one a-week each. It is stated,
that much larger numbers than are named in the Director

retain the insignia of undertakers in their shop-windows, for the
sake of the profits of one or two funerals a-year. They merely
transmit the orders to the furnishing undertaker, who supplies
materials and men at a comparatively low rate; and it is
stated that the veal service is rendered by about sixty tradesmen
of this class, who compete with each other in furnishing the sup-
plies to a multitude of inferior tradesmen, probably exceeding
1000, amongst whom the excessive profits arising from cxfor-
tionate charges are thus irregularly distributed. The profits of
these agents or second parties are often, Lowever, divided with
others by the system (which pursues the head of the family fo
the last) of corrupting servants for their “gaod word” or in-
fluence by bribes or allowances, against which the only effectual
defence 1s care to secure purchases at prices so low as to pre-
clude them. Physicians of great eminence have expressed thejr
horror at the facts of which they have been informed, of large
sums of money having lbeen promised and given to head servants
to secure to the particular tradesman the performance of the
funeral. The undertakers who were questioned on the subject
admitted explicitly that such is “an occasional but not an
universal practice,” and that such sums as 10/., 207, and even 507.,
have been known to have been given for such orders, according to
the scale of expense and profit of the funeral, One undertaker stated
that whenever a medical man took the trouble to bring him an
order for a funeral, he always, as a matter of course, paid him a
fee ; and he believed it was a common practice. It was, however,
only the inferior practitioners who brought these orders. Phy-

sicians usually carefully abstain from giving any recommendations.

of tradesmen in such cases. ]

§ 51. Suchbeing the state of the service as respects the multitude
of principals ; the state of the service as respects the inferior depend-
entsis,that as at present conduected itis, asfarasit goes, demoralizing.
The journeymen, who form the superfluons retinue of attendangs for
whom so much expense isincurred, gain very little by their extrava-
gant pay. ¢ They are,” says one master undertaker, “kept long
waiting, and are takenaway to a distance from their homes, and are
put to great expense in drinking at publie-houses, and acquiring very

* bad habits.” The accounts given by undertakers themselves of the

conduct of the men composing the hired retinue of funerals, as at

present conducted, are corroborative of the . following instance .
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given by a gentleman who was a witness of the sgene de-
scribed :— _

If the relatives of one who has been honoured with what is called a
respectable funeral could wifness the scenes which eommonly ensue, even
at the very place where thelast ceremony has been performed, they would
be seandalized at the mockery of solemnity which has preceded the dis-
gusting indecency exhibited at the instant when the mourners are removed.
An empty hearse, returning at a quick pace {rom a funeral, with half a
dozen red-faced fellows sitting with their legs across the pegs which held
the feathers, is a common exhibition, But let the relatives see what has
Pr_ecede(l the ride home of the undertaker's men. In the spring of 1842,

wo friends walked info a village inn about twelve miles from London, for
the purpose of dining. One had recently sustained a severe domestic
calamity. The inn is generally distingnished for its neainess and quief.
Al now seemed confusion. The travellers were shown up stairs to a eom-
fortable room. But the shouts, the laughing, the rapping the tables, the
ringing the bells, in an adjoining room were beyond endurance ; and when
the landlady appeared with her bill of fare, she apologized for what was so
different from the ordinary habit of her guests. “1Is it a club feast?”
“ Oh, no, gentlemen ; they are the undertaker’s men—blackguards Ishould
say. They have been hurying poor Lord = ; he was much be-
loved here. Shame on them. Buf they will spon go back to town, for
they are nearly dronk.”  The travellers left the house till it was cleared of
these harpies.” '

§ 52. Men of the class who are every day to be seen stopping
in parties at public houses on their return from the places of
burial, are intrusted without care or selection to perform what
may be shown to he important sanitary aud cjvil ministrations of
enshrouding and preparing the body for burial. - The impressions
created by the bearing of tl_lese coarse, unknown, unrespected,
irresponsible hands, add to the revolting popular associations with
death.

The extent of the public interests affected by so much of the
practice of interment, as the undertaker’s service embraces, will be
better apprecia_ted in a subsequent stage of this report, and alter
the consideration of the facts unfolded in the course of an cxami-
nation of the influence of the expenses of funerals specifically on
the states of mind, social habits and economy of the labouring

classes in towns of Ingland.

Specific Effects of the Ezpenses of Funerals, and Associalions
1o defray them wmongst the Labouring Classes,

53. The desire to secure respectful interment of themselves and
their relations is, perhaps, the strongest and most widely-diffused
feeling amongst the labouring classes of the population. Sub-
scriptions may Dbe obtained from large classes of - them for their
burial when it can be obtained neither for their own relief in
sickness, nor for the education of their children, nor for any
other object. The amount of the twenty-four millions of de-
posits in the savings’ banks of the United Kingdom is 29/. each

W e b sy

o At s b




et

e e A . Sk A 1 ST 2 A
e e

i

- . A
B s i b Tl

B

i

= e e L
v

RSN R S PLE S

e e R e e
bt Ly — -

-:‘.w;:.mum T er—— -
PRI

I

P

ORI

Lt A i

e
e

g

[

56 Evtent of pecuniary Provision to defray the Expensc of

depositor, Judging from particular investigations, it would ap-
pear that upwards of 5/, of cach deposit may be considered a
sum devoted to defray the expenses of burial, and about as much
more to provide mourning and other expenses, From six to
cight millions of savings may be considered as devoted to these
objects. :

§ 54. The following is an answer to some inquiries on the subject
from the secretary of the St. Martin’s Lane Provident Institution,
an nstitution in which the deposits amount to 1,168,8507, and
the depositors, amounting to upwards of 32,000, comprehend some
of the most frugal and respectable of the Jabouring classes :—

As you wished me to mention any facts within my knowledge, arising
out of this institution and its concerns, bearing upon {he question of
sepulfure, 1 would first state, that the average annual number of deaths
oceurring amongst our depositors (naw about 32,000 in number) in the
course of 1he Jast nine years, has been 231 ; these, taking the Jast of such
years for an example, are divisible under the classes shown by the sub-
joined statement, By reference to this statement it will be seen how large
a class of our depositors consists of individuals of the poorer or labouring
population ; and amongst that class, in regard to the queslion of sepullure,
from the opportunity afforded me of inspecting the charges made for
funerals, I should say that the expenses incurred for the luneral and in-
terment alone are seldom so little as 42, generally amount to 5/, and
upwards, and not unfrequently exceed 6/.

1t is, I may observe, no uncommon practice for parties to leave deposits
in their names, aboul the amount I {:avc stated, for the very purpose of
providing for the expenses of their interment, so as 1o ensure for {hemselves,
under any change of circumstances, a decent burial; this feeling has
prevailed so strongly in instances within my own knowledge, that, upon the
happening of the death, the party has been found lo have died at last an
inmate of a poor house, and desfitute of every kind of property, save only
the little fund appropriated for the purpose I have stated. ~ This feeling is
not confined solely to the poorest elass of our depositors: an inslance lately
oceurred in which a depositor to the amount of 327, made a special request

- that 20l. of this money might, in the event of her deatl, be paid only to

her underiaker on production of his account and of Zer burial certificate,
and the balance to be paid to her relatives, The depositor died in the
following year, and her wishes were accordingly carried into effect, with
the concurrence of a relative, to whom it appeared she had communicated
the arrangement she had thus made in regard to her money deposited with
this institution. )

Total Effvets of such deceased Depositors, certified as nnder the following

Total Number 1 Amounts, vizi—

of Deathsin §
the Year ending?! Amount
31st March,

{

tobareh  e50 | £300 | £200 | £300 | £400 |£450 | 200 | £500 |c1000
. ) and

i up'::'];:nls
232 || 133 32 } 23 | 10 1 5 6 6 | 16

‘

Occurrences such as those above alluded to are not unfrequent.
, . R :
I'hose who, as paupers, have led a life of dissipation, and have saved
nothing for other objeets, have yet reserved and concealed a small
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hoard to provide interment in a mode agrecable to their feelings,
Besides the immense amount of money reserved for this purposein
the savings’ banks, it forms the great object of the benefif. clubs:
in most large towns there are burial clubs instituted for no other
purpose. In the town of Preston nearly 30,000 persons, men,
women, and children, are associated in six large societies for the
purpose of burial; the chief of these clubs comprehends 15,164
members, and has since its commencement expended upwards of
1,000Z per annum, raised in weekly contributions, irom a half-
peuny and a penny to three-halfpence and two-pence per week.
A benevolent officer, in giving an account of this club, expresses
a hope that it may be practicable, in connexion with it, to get up
some provision for the living, in the shape of medical attendance
for the sick, an object which appears to have been entirely lost
sight of in these societies. Besides the burial societies, of which
the funds are deposited in the savings’ banks, there are others in
which the funds are placed out in the hands of private persons,
traders, who pay interest upon them. o .
§ 55. Asan example of the allowances in the provincial clubs, it
mav be mentioned, that on au examination of the rules of 90
friendly societies at present existing in the borough and town of
Walsall, comprising upwards of 5000 members, 1t appeared
that the allowances insured for funerals were as follows:—that

For the Funeral For the Funeral

of the Husband. of the Yife,

22 societies . pay £10 36 societies . pay £3
12 . « + +« . 8 16 e + e« « D
8 . . . . . 7 4 ... .. 4
3 . | O .« .+« .« .+ 8
3 e e 7

"The burial allowances in the others were not specified.
 §56. It mustbe premised, that it appears to be a serious error to
regard the arrangements of all of this classof clubs as the arrange-
ments of the poor people themsel.\'es; f.he arrangements are
evidencé only of the mtensity of the_u' feelmgs on the squ.ect of
interment, of their ignorance and their extensive need of intorma-
tion and trustworthy guidance.

There are, for example, in VWestminster, Marylebone, Finsbury,
the City, and the Tower Hamlets, districts of the metropolis,
about 200 of such societies, composed chiefly of the labouring
classes, comprising from 100 to 800 members cach, possessing
aggregate amounts of deposits of from 90/ to 1000/ cach;
ruised . in contributions of from three-halfpence to {wo-pence
per week, and paying on the death of a member ﬁ:On} 51, to 101.
Besides these, there are clubs of a higher description, .mostly
amongst the smallest class of tradesmen, where the sums insured
extend to sums as high as 2007, payable at ihe member's death,
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58 The Organization of Burial Societies by Undertakers,

and are understood to be chiefly devoted to the payment of the fu-
peral expenses. . The burial clubs for the labouring classes are gene-
rally got up by an undertaker and by the publican at whose house
fhe club is held. The state of feeling addressed in the formation of
these societies is denoted by the terms of the placards issued at
the joint expense of the publican or of the nndertaker, or rathey
of some mechanic or perspn of anather trade, who gets the bLusi-
ness done. by an undertaker. These placards are frequently
lieaded < In the midst of life we are in death;” and the addresses
are in such terms as the following, which is taken from ¢ 'The
United Brothers’ and Sisters’ Burial Society,” held at the Old
Duke William public house, Ratcliffe Highway :— '

: “In contemplating the many vicissitudes and changes incident to all
persons of every station in life, and the many anxielies that crowd about
our advancing years, more particularly the labouring class, through the
uncertainty of employment, by long illness, or for want of friends reduced
to extreme distress, and after a long and miserable life, and in expeciation
of that awful change which we must one time or ather underge, without
ever providing for a decent interment, it will be some alleviation to our
sufferings to remember that we bring no pecuniary burthen on our com-
miserating friends and relations, that at least'we have divested oui suffer-
Ing families of that anxiety respecting our mortal remains which would add
another pang to their already lacerated hearts: it too frequently occurs 1o
the sorrow of many a feeling heart, who mourns over the deplorable loss of
a beloved husband, wife, or friend; to obtain this desirable object, this
society offers {o the public, on easy terms, advantages worthy the considera-
tion of persons in all stations of life.” S

The terms of. insurance are—

“That to.defray thenecessary expenses of printing books, bills, &e., {hat
members of the fitst glass, if under the age of 55 years, shall pay ls.
enlrance, and contribule 1s. per month to the box and 2d. per quarter to the
secretary ; and members ‘of the second class,” under‘the  age of 55 years,
shall pay 6d. entrance, and 6d. per month to the box, and 2d, per quarter to
the secretary ; and-evary person above the age of 55 years, and members
of the first class, {o pay 2s. enfranee, and contyibute 1s. 6. per month to the
box, and 2d. per quarter to the secretary; and every member of the second
tlass to pay s enfrance, and confribute 1s. per month fo the box, and 24,
per quarter fo the seeretary. No more than 20 members will be admitted
above the age of 60 years. They to be free in 12 months; norshall any
article that may be hereafter made exclude them.” _

- 'The benefits insured are {o he—

“That at the death of a free member, immediate nolice shall be given to
T. Scofcher, undertaker, who shall perform the funeral, and he shall inform
gne of the committee, and the first meeting night after the buyial, his or her
relation, next of kin, or nominee, on producing satisfactory evidence, will
be entitled (if a member of the first class) to the sum of 10/.; if a member
of the second class, and above seven years, to 5/ ; if under the age of seven
years, {0-3L.; but-when "the stock of this society amounts to 150/ in the
public funds, if a‘member in the first class admitted ten years, 12/, will be
allowed ; and if a member admitted ten years in the second class, 6/, will
he allowed, deducting all arrears on the books; and for the credit of the
society, the committee shail see the undertaker's bill discharged,”

~The publican is secured by a provision that the box shall not be

and their qrbitrary Proceedingss - - 59

removed to'any other public house'; and the office of “J. Scotcher,
undertaker and founder of the Society,” is made permanent. An
arbitrary rule, in such terms as the following, is_ S0 couc_hed (the
officers being judges) as to suppress complaint.. ‘T'his rule is
common to other societies : — , _
. That if any member charge ihe committee, or any member thereof, or

{rustees, or secretary, with any improper practice in the management of the
society, and cannot make it appear just, he or she shall be fined 5s., or be

éxcluded,

It is to be observed that the high and exclusive spirit of some
of the rules would seem to show how little the body of the mem-
bers are consulted in the preparation of them._ Thus, in the
‘Ancient Mriendly Society,” it is provided that ©if any man sits
down to drink with the stewards to pay sixpence, whether a
member or not.”” It is provided in the rules of the  Loyal
Unjted Friends,” that ¢ if any person sit down to drink with the
committee he is to pay sixpence;” and it is the same witha large
proportion of the others. ' ' o 7

In what is called an « improved burial society,” of the datc of
1841, called the East London Burial Society, held at the Swan
public house, Bethnal Green, the terms are :— _

That the members of this sociely shall pay their contributions weekly or
monthly, and shall pay 1d. per quarter exira, fo defray other expenses
attending the sociely. Every member shall pay 1d. per week for the first
class, from two fo fifty-five years; the second class, from ten to-fifty-five
years, 2d. per week; the third class, from ten fo filty-five years, shall pay
3d. per week, ' .

- Richard Crafer appears to be the president, and William Dug-

gan secretary ; then Richard Crafer afterwards appears as the
undertaker. With respect to him the following is inserted as a

fundamental rule of the society :—

That Richard Crafer, being the founder of this Society, shall be the
undertaker, and no future articles shail remove hi_m, 50 ]ong: as he gives
seneral satisfaction to the society, and in case of his death, his_eldest son
shall claim the same for ihe benefit of the widow, and at her decease the
same shall devolve on the eldest son living, .

Mr. William Duggan is appointed secrefary, and for his attendance
and services he shall be allowed the sum of 14. per guarter, for as many
members as there are on the society’s books : he willassist the society with
his best advice, and register good and healthy members, and post the
books. He shall be allowed 3d. each for all notices he may deliver on the
society’s business, but not obliged to go more than two miles from fhe club-

house.

. This is preceded by the usual rule, that—

Any member coining to the sociely’s meeling house in liquor, so as
to distirb the proeceedings, shall be fined 1s., s_mtl ordered fo leave the
yoom ; and should any member charge the committee, secretary, president,
trustees, or landlord with any unjust proceedings relative to the sociely,
and cannot substantiate the same, he o she shall pay a fine not exceeding
10s. to the stock, or be excluded. :
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60  Regulations of the Undertakers’ Benefit Socicties.

In the society of ¢ United Brewers and Draymen,” of which
J. Guy is sceretary and undertaker, one of the fundamental rules
1s, that—

At the funeral of a member, the secretary shall provide fittings for
porters and six pall bearers, for which he shall be allowed 17, whether
they are used or not, provided such member dies and is interred within
threc miles of any meeting-house.

The particulars of the provision commonly held out, is stated
in the following rule of the General Burial Socicty :—

That the landlord for the fime being shall be treasurer, and when there
is sufficient cash, above what is necessary to supply the exigencies of
the society, the same shall be vested in the public funds, in the nanics of
the trustees appointed by the committee. The landlord, as treasurer, &ec.,
shall give proper security for the due performance of his offices.

An evil entailed beyond the excessive amount of subscriptions
paid for an object that is but poorly obtained, is the impulse given
by it to thevice of drinking ; tothe destruction of real friendly sym-
pathy amongst the working classes, by making the announcement
of the death to be received as the demoralizing announcement
of a coming carousal. Such expenses can only be incurred in
the absence of proper feeling, in the face of destitute orphan
children. The sceretary of one of the better ordered burial elubs,
a working man, thus speaks of the regulations which tend to
drinking. Ile was asked—

What number of members have you ?~Two hundred, who pay sixpence
per month,

What is the publican’s advantage out of this?—The allowance is six-
pence spending-money from each committee-man. I do not like this, and
have wanted to change the place of meeting to a coffee-house, for the mems-
bers frequently add a shilling to the sixpence spending-meney, and are
then not in a condition to begin business ; but I find it is part of the rules
of this, as well as of the other societies, that they shall be held at public
houses.

On the occasion of the funeral is there no drinking >—Yes, there is; that
is another great evil, and I wish there was a way of remedying it. The
family provide themselves with drink, and the friends coming also drink, I
have known this 1o be to such excess, that the undertaker’s men, who
always take whatever drink is given them, are frequently unfit to perform
their duty, and have reeled in carrying the coflin. At these times it is very
distressing, The men who stand as mutes at the door, as they stand out in
the cold, are supposed to require most drink, and receive it most liberally,
I have seen these men reel about the road, and after the burial we have
been obliged te pnt these mutes and their staves into the interior of the
hearse and drive them home, as they were incapable of walking. After the
return from the funeral, the meurners commonly have drink again at the
house. This drinking at the funeral is a very great evil,

Besides the regulations of meeting which lead to expenditure
for drinking, besides express regulations for allowances of drink,
the *funeral allowances” are sometimes read by the publican to
mean “expenditure” with him. The officers of a club in Liverpool

T ——

Waste of their Funds. | ' 61

having been summoned before Mr. Rushton, the magistraie; for
the non-payment of a sum allowed by the rules, for funeral ex-
penses, the steward of the club attended, and in answer to the
claim, stated that the complainant had refused to take 4s. worth
of whiskey at the house where the club meetings were held, a
quantity which had been used and allowed in that and other
clubs, as forming part of the «funeral expenses.” Notwith-
standing the usage, the magistrate refused to sanction the steward’s
reading of the term; and decided that the whole of the payment
of expenses must be in money and not in whiskey.

Itis difficult to ascertain the amount spent.in drink, but it appears
from the amount cited of the expenditure in the 90 societies at
Walsall, that the required allowance was 2d. per month, in others
3d., and the aggregate sum spent in those clubs (if it were only
limited to the rule), must have amounted to 981/, 13s. 4d.; but
besides these prescribed portions of drink, there are prescribed
annual feasts, at from 2s. 3d. to 3s. Gd. per member, amounting
to an annual sum of 257/ 10s., making a total of 1239/ 35, 4d.
per annum, expended in such expenses. Besides these, there are
decoration expenses, in which one society alone expended between
70, and 80Z Seventeen of the societies had lost 15002., and one
of them GOO0L., through various causes (such as the defalcations of
secrelaries), either directly or indirectly, attributable to an in-
efficient system of management. Ifthe one year’s expenditure on
drink, feast, and decoration money, were placed out in the savings'
bank, at interest, together with the amount of losses from mis-
management, the amount due to the contributors, to this small
group of societies, would, at the end of 10 years, have amounted
to the sum of 5328/, 19s. 3d. .

§ 57, To prevent frauds, some of the rules pl‘OVldf) that the se-
cretary shall see the body. For this service, in thfa society called the
« Frugal Society,” where 7/. is allowed for the interment, a fee of
9s. 6d. is allowed to him, and 4s. if he have to go from two to
five miles for the purpose. It is to be observed, that this is the
usual fee provided by such societies for any inspection of the body.

The publican is generally made the treasurer, and usually the
money is placed by him into the hands of his brewer, by whom
from four to five per cent. interest is paid for its use as capital.
In other instances it forms a capital for the publican himself; in
some instances it is lent to other tradesmen. Though failuves of
societies have occurred from the failure of those to whom their
funds have been lent, they do not appear to have been so frequent
as the failures from the erroncous bases in respect to insurance on
which they are generally founded. o

§ 58.- Believing that if the sums insured for burial in most of
the burial clubs were received in money, the premiums paid by the
members of these clubs are excessive, as compared with the pre-
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62  Eacessive Charges on the Labouring Classes for the

miums paid in the higher classes of insurance offices, I have sub-
mitted a number of their regulations, which may be considered
specimens of the common terms of assurance, to Mr. Jenkin
Jones, the actuary of the National Mercantile Life Assurance
Society. His conclusions, which are confirmed by Mr. Griffith
Davies, the actuary of the Guardian Office, show that for a risk,
for which, if the Northampton tables were taken as the basis of
the assurance, that in the large society at Preston, where anannual
premium of 3s. 94. would be taken for one risk by an assurance
office, 7s. 10d. is taken from the coniributors by the club. The
General Friendly Society, for a risk for which 3s. 9d. would suffice
on the Northampton table, receives 1ls. 5d. Instead of an
average premium of 5s.2d., the * I'riendly Society” takes 11s. 1d.
If we add 25 per cent., to the premium that would be charged
according {o the Northampton rate (which is supposed fo re-
present a higher mortality than the average) for expenses of
management, including books, stationery, &e., aud to cover the
loss of interest occasioned by weekly or monthly contributions,
instead of amnual premiums payable at the beginning of each
year, in nearly all these clubs the poor man pays an excess for
burial of, at least, one-third,—besides the expense of liquor more
than he would otherwise drink, which he is induced to take at the
time of his multiplied attendauces to pay his weekly subseriptions.
There are various causes (which it would require a long
report {o specify) for the failure of these clubs, and for the loss
of the savings devoted to their objects. The chief manager,
the undertaker, has commonly an immediate interest in the
admission of bad lives, which bring him quick funerals. The
younger members often begin to perceive that they are sub-
jected to unduly heavy charges, and when they are in the
majority, they break up the society and divide the stock among
‘them equally, and the older members who have contributed from
the commencement are mercilessly deprived of the consolation
for which they have during a great part of their lives made
the most constant sacrifices. Independently of the excessive
rates charged by these societies, the principle upon which
the charges are made is a very unjust one, viz.—that of
charging the same rate to each ember, without reference
to age.

§ 59. It will be seen from the following table that the * I'riendly”
Society’s premium (1ls. 1d.) is rather more than double the
average of the Northampton (5s. 2d.), and the premium by the
Northampton rates for ages 15 and 45 are 3s. 10d., and 7s. 9d ;
the premiums of the ¢ Friendly”. Society, therefore, according to
“their own average, ought not to be more for these ages than about
twice these amounts, or for age 15, 7s. 8d.; age 45, 15s. 6d. ;
.but members between these ages pay alike (lls. 1d.), the
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means of Biirial by Disurance in Clubs. 63

younger member therefore pays 3s. 5d. more than he ought, and
the older member 4s. 5d. less than he ought.

. Ot e rage Premit - Premf
age, [Pt Sy ArermgoPrentum | o,
- Northampton Rate.fNorthampton Rate, L
s d. s s d,
7—45 11 1 5 2 . !
15 o . 3 10
45 . se 7 . 9

And by the Northampton rate (upon the principle adopted by
the society), the younger member would have to pay ls. 4d. more
and the elder member 2s. 7d. less than he ought.  As an exem-
plification of the instability of such-societies, Mr. Tidd Pratt
mentioned to me that at a recent election of a poor man to a va-
cancy in the Metropolitan Benefit Societies’ Asylum, a condition
of which iy that the candidate must be above sixty years of age,
and have been a member of a benefit society more than ten years,
there were 52 candidates, from whose documents it appeared
tliat the societies of no less than 14 out of the 32 had been dis-
solved, and that some of them had belonged to two societies, and
that both had failed them. Such societies are nevertheless con-
stantly renewed on tlie old and unsafe foundations; and so
intense is the prevalent feeling on the subject of respectful inter-
ment, that to secure it, a large proportion of the working popula-
tion pay the same extravagant premiums to several of these clubs,
in the hope that one, at least; may at the last avail them. On
the death of a mechanic, the first husiness of an experienced un-
dertaker is to ascertain of how many societies the deccased was a
member, and to arrange the funeral accordingly. I am informed
that it is not unfrequent that such sums as fifteen, twenty, thirty,
and even forty pounds’ expenses are incurred for a mechanic’s
funeral under these circumstances. When two or three of the
undertakers of different clubs meet on the same search, and
when they cannot agree to “settle’ between them their shares in
the performance of the funerals, very complex questions arise,

‘which, it is stated, the magistrates have great difficulty in settling:

§ 60. The exercise, on the paris of the loweést classes, of the feel-
ing, in itself so laudable and apparently susceptible of great moral

good, under proper guidance, has, in those  districts where the

burial societies are conspicucus aund numerous, led to dreadful
incidental consequeiices, displaying, amongst other things, the
dangers of disturbing natural responsibilities, and allowing
interests to be placed in operation against moral duties.

§ 61. The insecurity of the burial societies has, under the anxiety
of feeling of the working classes, lest they might fail of their
object from the failure of the club, led to multiplied insurances

for adults, thence for.families, and for children; and thence has
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arisen high gains on the death of cach child,—in other words, a
bounty on neglect aund infanticide. Those who are aware of the
moral condition of a large proportion of the population, will
expect that such an interest would, sooner or later, have its
operation on some depraved minds to be found in every class.

62. Mr. Robert Hawksworth, the Visitor to the Manchester
and Salford District Provident Society, recently stated to me,—
« ere, the mode of conducting the funerals—the habits of drink-
ing at the time of assemblage at the house, before the corpse is
removed, renewed on the return from the funeral, when they
drink to excess, the long retention of the body in the one room,
are all exceedingly demoralizing. The occasion of a funeral is
commonly looked to, amoungst the lowest grade, as the occasion of
¢ a stiry the occasion of the drinking is viewed at the least with
complacency.” A minister in the neighbourhood of Manchester
expressed his sorrow on observing a great want of natural feeling,
and great apathy at the funerals. The sight of a free flow of

“toars was a refreshment which he seldom received. He was, more-

over, often shocked by a common phrase amongst women of the
lowest class— Aye, aye, that child will not live; it is in fthe
burial club.” :

The actual cost of the funeral of a child varies from 1Z. to 30s.
The allowances from the clubs in that town on the occurrence of
the death of a child are usually 37, and extend to 4. and 3. But
insurances for such payments on the deaths of children are made
in four or five of these burial societies ; and an officer mentioned to
me an instance where one man had insured such paymentsin uo less
than nineteen different burial-clubs in Manchester. Officers of these
socicties, relieving officers, and others whose administrative duties
put them 1n communication with the lowest classes in those
districts, express their moral conviction of the operation of such
bounties to produce instances of the visible neglect of children, of
which they are witnesses. 'They often say— You are not treating
that child properly ; it will not live; is it in the club?” and the
answer corresponds with the impression produced by the sight.
Mr. Gardiner, the clerk to the Manchester Union, in the course
of his exercise of the important functions of registering the causes
of death, deemed the cause assigned by a labouring man for the
death of a child unsatisfactory, and on staying to inquire found
that popular rumour assigned the death to wilful starvation :—

The child (according to a statement of the case) had been entered in at
least fen burial clubs; and its parents had six other children, who only
Jived from nine to eighteen months respectively, They had received
00l from several burial clubs for one of these children, and they ex-

ceted to receive at least as much on account of this child. An inquest
was held at Mr. Gardiner’s instance, when several persons, who had
known the deceased, stated that she was a fine fat child shortly after
her birth, but that she soon became quite thin, was badly eclothed,
and scemed as if she did not get & sulliciency of food. She was mostly
in the care of a girl six or seven years of age: her father bore the
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character of a drunken man, He had another child, whielh was in several
burial clubs, and was 2 year old when it died; the child’s mother stated
that the child was more than ten months old, but she could not recollect the
day of her birth ; she thought its complaint was convulsions, in which it
died. Ithad been ill aboutseven weeks ; when it took ill, she had given it some
0il of aniseeds and squills, which she had procured from Mr. Smith, a druggist.
Since then she had given it nothing in the way of medicine, except some
wine and water, which she gave it during the last few days of its life, when
it could not suck or take gruel, It was in three burial clubs ; her hushand

. told her that they had received upwards of 20/ from burial clubs in whieh

the other child had been entered; none of her children who had died were
more than eighteen months old.

A surgeon stated, that he made a posf-mortem examinafion of the body
of deceased ; it was then in an advanced state of decomposition, but not so
far gone as to interfere with the examination. There was no appearance of
thernal _wolence on the body, buttlmre_wa.s an extreme degree of emaciation.
The brain was healthy, and gave no indication of convulsions having been
the cause of death; the process of teething had not commenced ; had such
been the case, it might have led to the supposition that fits might have
oceurred ; the lungs, heart, stomach, and intestines were in a natural and
healthy state.

The jury having expressed it as their opinion that the evidence of the
parents was made up for the occasion, and entitled to no credit, returned the
following verdict:—* Died through want of nourishment; but whether
occasioned by a deficiency of food, or by disease of the liver and spine,
brought ou by improper food and drink, or otherwise, does not appear.”

No further steps were taken upon this verdict; and the man
enforced payments upon his insurances from ten burial clubs, and
obtained from them a total sum of 34/ 3s. for the burial of this
one child. Two similar cases came under the notice of Mr. Cop-
pock, the Clerk and Superintendent-Registrar of the Stockport
Union, in both of which he prosecuted the parties for murder, In
one case, where three children had been poisoned with arsenie, the
father was tried, with the mother, and convicted at Chester, and
sentenced to be transported for life, but the mother was acquitted.
In the other case, where the judge summed up for a conviction,
the accused, the father, was, to the aslonishment of every one,
acquitted. In this case the body was exhumed after interment,
and arsenic was detected in the stomach. In consequence of the
suspicion raised wpon the death, on which the aceusation was made
in the first case, the bodies of two other children were taken up
and examined, when avsenic was found in the stomach, 1In all
these cases payments on the deaths of the children were insured
from the burial clubs: the cost of the coflin and burial dues would
not be more than about 17, and the allowance from the club is 3/.

§ 63. It is remarked, on these dreadful cases, by the Superin-
tendent Registrar, that the children who were boys, and therefore
likely to be useful to the parents, were not poisoned; the female
children were the victims. It was the clear opinion of the niedical
oflicers that infanticides have been committed 1n Stockport to obtain
the burial money.* Cases of the culpable neglect of children

* Recently, April the 4th, at the Liverpool assizes, a woman named Eecles was
convicted of the murder of one child, and was under the charge of poisoning {wo

13

)
e

1 g AP0

| A 4E 2 T
[ Lt

-




Tt

AR .

T P BTN S At et Pore e ety v reieAE | = L

DI A R T ST TR T i

Y

T L

GAE

e - o

¥ el ion

!
it

[P

S e rv——— i, YT T T "

[PPRETR

ROUURN

v

66 Tmpositions to which members of burial society's ave liable.

who were insured in several clubs had been observed at Preston.
The collector of a burial society, one ol the most respectable in
Manchester, stated to me strong grounds for believing that it had
become a practice to neglect children for the sake of the money
allowed. The practice of insuring in a number of these clubs
was increasing. e gave the following description of the frauds
to which the clubs were exposed :—

A great number of individuals have themselves and family in two or
more socicties, and by that means realize a great sum of money at the death
of any one of them; and I have no doubt at all in saying that a great many
deaths ave occasioned through neglect, when there is a great sum fo be
obtained at their decease. Such cases as these generally happen amongst
the lower orders of society.

In reference to cases of undoubted imposition, I will just name a few out
of a great many. A person residing in Manchester wished to enter herself
and grandchild into our society. ‘e went to the house, and there were from
ten to twelve individuals present, the greater part of them children,—two of
them somewhere about three monthsold, Iasked who it was that was going to
enter? The mistressof thehouse spoke up, and said it was herselfand her grand-
child. I asked which was her grandehild ? She took a very fine child in her
arms and said that was it, and asked me would it do ?—to which I answered
yes. Theother was a very thin ghastly-looking child, I asked what was the
matter with it ? She said they could not tell; it had been so from the time it
was born. I assure you, sir, it was an awful sight to look af. A thought
struck me when I came ouf, thatif that child died they might say i was the
child I entered, so I defermined to keep my eye on it every time 1 called,
which was once a fortnight. In four months afterwards this thin child died,
and according to my anticipations they brought a notice of death for the
child T had not entered. I went down fo visit, and on looking at it, and
examining it, I pronounced it not the child I had entered. She said it was,
aud a great contest arose for about an hour, during which time I asked her
were there not two children about the same age when first I came iuto her
house ? which she denied at first, but afterwards admitted it. T then asked
her was not one of them a very fine and the other a very thin child ? to which
she answered, yes. I then asked her whether it was the finest or the thin
one I entered ? She answered, the finest one. - I then asked her was that the
fine one ? She said, yes. I then asked her where was the thin child? She
pointed fo one that was sleeping in a bed, and said that was it. 1 looked at
it, and said this was the child I entered. I then asked her how it was that
this child which was sleeping had become so fat and the other so thin? to
which she said she could not fell. Now T said to her, it is clear enough how
you have done this; you showed me that living child, and gave me the name
of the one that is dead, which she denied having done; and so we were com-
pelled to give her tie money because we had no means of finding it out but
by some one in the house telling of her. But since, a little light has been
thrown on it by her husband uttering a saying when he was drunk one day
when I was ihere. This was the saying :—“A bright set of boys you are,burying
the living for the dead I” —meaning that we gave burial money for a living
child ; but he was immediately stopped by his wife,

Another case, a woman ia Salford, entered hersellf and fwo sons, and
one of them was far gone in consumption ; this we discovered and on asking,
why she did it, she said she thought she could get a few pounds to bury
him.  Another, a man entered his wile, and she lay dying at the same

others, wiih arsenic.  Iimmediately the murders were commitled, it appeared she

went to demard a stated allowance of burial money frem {he employers of ihe
children,
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time. When we asked him where his wife was, he pointed to a woman that
was sitting by the fireside, and said that was her; but his wife died before
she became o member. Another person, in order to obtain the funeral
money. kept his child thrce weeks, until it was in a state of decomposition,
The last ease, out of many more that might be named, is rather ludicrous,

A man and his wife, residing in Cotton-street, agreed that one of them,
namely, the husband, should pretend to be dead, in order that the wife
might receive his funeral money ; accordingly the wife proceeds in due form
to give notice of his death ; the visiting officer on behalf of the society, whose
duty it was to see the corpse, repairs to the house, enters the chamber, and
inquires for the deceased ; the should-be disconsolate widow points him te
the body of her late husband, whose chin was tied up with a handkerchief
in the attitude of death ; he surveys the corpse—thc eyelids seem to move ; he
feels the pulse, the certain signsof life are there: the officer pronounceth him
nat dead; she in return says, /e is dead, for there has not been a breath in
him since 12 o’clock last night, The neighbours are called in; a discussion
ensues between the wife and the officer: some declare they saw the husband
at the door that morning giving a light.  He (the officer) requires her to
bring a doctor; she 'goes, and says she can’t get one to come; the oflicer
goes and brings one, who ordered him to be raised up in the bed, and
having obtained some water, the doctor, while the man was sitting up,
dashed it in his face.

The man was apprehended and taken before the magistrates
for the fraud. Sir Charles Shaw, the Commissioner of Police,
directed that he should he produced in cowrt in the same dress in
which he had been laid out and was apprehended, which produced
a very salutary effect. _
§ 64. The evidence in respect to the crimes committed under such
circumstances may be carried into wider ramifications. Some of
the better constituted societies have perceived the evil of insurances,
carried to the extent of entirely removing responsibilities, or creat-
ing bouaties, to the promotion of the event insured against, and
have endeavoured to abate the evil, as far as they could, by the
adoption of a condition, that no payment should be made where a
party was found to have been a member or to have insured in
another club,

65. The collector of the society, whose exemplification of one
class of frauds is above eited, stated, that they were about to adopt
the common rule of the insurance societies, that all claims should be
forfeited for an act of suicide; for they had even instances which
showed that men held their own lives on so loose a tenure as to
throw them away on apparently slight motives. In one instance
a man went to the secretary, and asked whether, if he were to
commit suicide, his widow would be entitled to the burial money ?
The sccretary stated that, there being no rule against it, he thought
the survivor would be entitled. The man, having fully satisfied him-
self on this point, went away and took poison. The amount of burial
money gained was supposed {o be 504:  In another case, Ehe.le.tter
announcing to the widow the benefit e had seeured, grew m(_hstmct
from the working of the poison and the sinking of life whilst the
man was writing it, until it was nearly illegible.  But the occur-
rence of such facts, showing a recklessness of life, with a degree of
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68 Hlegality of multiplied payments of

strength of domestic aftections which induces them to cencounter
violent deaths for the sake of the survivors, is not confined to one
class of society. Soon after the practice of insuring from insurance
companies, the payment of large sums on the deaths of parties be-
gan to extend as a mode of providing for families, instances occur-
red where tradesmen and persons of the higher and middle classes,
having effected insurances on their own lives, committed suicide
with the view apparently of securing to their families the benefit
of the sums insured. It is understood that the experience of such
cases, and the obvious inducement which persons having in view
to commit suicide to effect insurances on their lives, and thus de-
fraud the oflices, led to the precaution, now almost universal, of
inserting the condition, which, however, is confined to insurance
by persons on their own lives; that ““if the assured shall die by
his own act, whether sane or insane,” the policy shall be void.
Yet frauds are occasionally committed by persons who must know
that they have not long to live.

§ 66. Multiplied payments on one death are contrary to the spirit,
at the least, of the law. A payment of a sum certain to parish
officers, to be relieved from any future payments in respect to an
illegitimate child, has been declared to be illegal, < One of the
principles on which that decision is founded is, that the payment
of a large sum for the support of a child gives the pavish a degree
of interest in the child's death, and might have a tendency fo
induce the officers to relax in their duty towards it.”*

§ 67. In the higher order of life insurances, the legizlature has
endeavoured to arrest the dangerous tendency of insuring beyond
the interest, by providing, by statute 14 Geo. 111, ¢. 48, that per-
sons insuring the lives of others shall have an interest in such lives;
and it is a principle of insurance law that where a risk pzid for
has not been run, the premiums shall be veturned ; and it would
seemt to be a principle of common law that insurances beyond the
actual interest are void. In the case of Fauntieroy, the banker,
who insured his life in the Amicable Office for 6000, the claim
was resisted on the fact that he had been attainted, convicted, and
executed for forgeries committed since the insurance, and the House
of Lords held the insurance to be void on the plainest principles of
public policy. The Lord Chancellor, in delivering the judgment
of the house, said— Is it possible that such a contract could be
sustained? Is it not void upon the plainest principles of public
policy? Would not such a contract (if available) take away one
of those restraints operating on the minds of men against the com-
mission of crimes,—namely, the interest we have in the welfare and
prosperity of our connexions? Now, if a policy of that deseription,
wijth such a form of condition inserted init in express terms, cannot,
on groundsof public policy, be sustained, how isit to be contended
that in a policy expressed in such terms as the present, and after

# Clarke v, Johuson, 1] Moore, 319,

the capenses of burial for one interment. 69

the events which have happened, that we can sustain such a
claim 7%

§ 68. The Benefit clubs in large towns cannot easily take effec-
tual measures against the multiplication of insurances, which
indeed their own instability to some extent justifies, and they may
find their account, in paying sums beyond the legal authority, as
the higher insurance oftices avowedly do, in paying on policies to
parties who have had no legal interest in the life insured. An
officer of one of these large insurance establishments declared,
that if they had acted upon the decision of the courts in the case
of Godson v, Boldero, * they might as well have shut their
doors.”

§ 69. Although the practicereferred to, of multiplied insurances
of sums payable on the death of ehildren, appears happily to have
broken out into infunticides only in the districts mentioned, yet
as the means and the temptation are left equally open in all, the
necessity of preventing them, as far as a divect legislative act may,
is submitted, by a short provision prohibiting payments beyond the
actual cost of interment, and directing the return of the premiums
or subscriptions where they have been given to more than one club.

§ 70. I'he means for the most direct protection of infantile life,
and for giving additional sccurity for life in general, will be subse-
quently submitted for consideration, with the cndengc as to the
means and the necessity of the appointment of medical officers
for the protection of the public health.

§ 71. A collateral means of security, and of the abatement of other
evils incidental to the practice of interments, will be found in the
practicable administrative measures for reducing the unnecessary
expense of interments, and, by consequence, of the temptatious to
crime constituted by the apparent expediency of the insurance of
the payment of large sums to meet that expense. .

It will, moreover, on further examination, become apparent, m
this as in some other branches of public expenditure, that a course
which attains increased efliciency with the popular desiderata in
respeet to interments is a course of economy:.

Total Expenscs of Funerals to different Classes of Society.

72. In the following table is given a proximate estimate of the
total expenses of funerals of the persons of each class in the metro-

polis —

* Bligh's 4th Parl. Repouls, N, 8. 194,
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Average and aggregate Expenses of Iunerals.

Anunual
Expense of
Funerals in
England and

Tatal ’

. Wales s
Number of Folal csﬁm:?i ;:fg the
Funerals | Present Averago  { Lspenses |y ranortions

ofcach | Numberof| Expenses ol cach ubthe | of Deatbis of

Class that] Chiliren | Funeral of each Class,| Funerals | o001 Class to

Class, have taken|  under inclusive of burial [ of all the s
place i the| " 10 Years dues. Persons of b{:l;hi'l—lizll::e
Metropolis | of Age, each Class,[ Metropolis
in the inclusive of nnd‘thc !
Year }B3D. . Clhildren. | sverage Ex-

pruses of
vach Class to
Lie the same.

£ s £ s £ £.

Adults, | Children.

Gentry, &c. « . | 2,233 529 (100 0 30 O [185,270 1,735,040
Tradesmen,Istelss.| 35,757 | 2,761 | 50 0| 14 0 [250,792 12,370,379
Tradesmen,2ndcls.

and undescribed | 7,682 1 3,703 | 27 10 7 15 |103,728 .
Artisans, &c. . | 25,930 | 13,885 5 0 110 | 81,053 | 766,074
Pavpers . .| 3,633 593 13s. 2,761 .

Total Expense for the}l .. .
Metropolis « .}626’(’04

for the Total Number of Funerals
in one Year, England and Wales

1,871,493

Proximate Estimate of the Expense}

The above, which can only be submitted as a proximate esti-
mate, certainly shows an awmount of money annually thrown nto
the grave, at the expense of the living, which exceeded all pre-
vious anficipations ; and yet, from the information derived from
the inspection of collections of undertakers’ bills for funerals,
I cannot but consider it an under rather than an over esti-
mate, and that the actual expenses of interment in the metro-
pol_is would be found, on a closer inquiry, to be nearly a million
per annum. Hypothetical estimates ol the amount of money
which must be expended to maintain so large a body of men as
that engaged in the business and service of .the undertaker are
confirmatory of this view. Tven in Scotland the expense of the
decent burial of a labouring man is not less than 5/, exclusive of
thé expense of mourning. I have been shown the payments on
account of burials of an afliliated association of a convivial and
benevolent character calied the «Odd Fellows,” which has up-
wards of 150,000 affiliated members, chiefly of the better class of
artisans, in different parts of the country. With them, the pay-
ments usually amount to 10 per funeral. The expenses of
burial of some of the smaller deseriptions of shopkeepers may
not much esceed the expense of the undeseribed elass, which is
taken as an average between the sum set down for labourers and
that for tradesmen ; but the latter is cerlainly a low average for
the metropolis. All the information tends to show that the ex-
penses of the funerals of persous in the condition of gentry are,

[R——ry ]

Proportions of Burial Dues to other Eapenses. 71

on the average (inclusive of burial dues), much higher than the
sum stated. [From inquiries I have made as to the practice in the
oflices of the Masters in Chancery, where executors’ accounts are
examined, T learn that if an undertaker’s billis 60L. or 70¢. (ex-
clusive of burial dues), for a person whose rank in life was that of
the clergy, officers of the army or navy, or members of the legal
or medical professions, it would, according to all usage, be
allowed as of course, and notwithstanding it should turn out that
the estate was insolvent.”* The cost of the funerals of persons of
rank and title, it will have been seen, varies from 1500/ to 10004,
or 8004, or less, as it is a lown or country funeral., The expenses
of the funerals of gentry of the better condition, it will have been
seen, vary from 200/, to 4007, aund are stated to he seldom so low
as 1504, § 45.

§ 73. The average cost of funerals of persons of every rank above
paupers in the metropolis may, therefore, be taken as 14/ 19s. 9.
per head. In some of the rural distriets, and in the smaller pro-
vincial towns, where the distinct business of an undertaker has not
arisen, coffins are made by carpenters, and services are supplied
at a very moderate cost; but the allowances from the benefit and
burial elubs throughout the country, of which instances have been
given, may be stated as instances of the general expense to
the labouring classes. To persons of the middle or higher
classes, who give orders to undertakers in the metropolis, for
funerals to be performed in the country, the expense is further
enhanced by the extra expense of carriage; so that there is
around for believing that the same average prevails throughout
Great Britain, and that {he total annual expense of funerals can-
1ot he much less than between four and five millions per annum.

§ 74. Out of 5. expended for the common funeral of .an adult ar-
tisan in the metropolis, about 15s. will be the burial dues. Of this
15s. about 3s. may be stated as the amount the clergyman will
receive. The surplice fecs vary in different places from 2s. for
the lowest class, rising with the condition to 5L 5s., or more; but
taking the average of all cases which ‘oceur in the metropolis, and
on the experience of the ministers of several pavishes, the burial

fees, which form their chief emolument, that which was anciently
denominated ¢ Soul Scot,” might perhaps be fairly taken as at
7s. 2d. per case, which is the average of the burial fees in some
of the principal parishes in London.§

Different proportions of lhe Lapenses of Buvials to the Com-
munity in healthy and unhealthy Districts.

75. Ttisa prevalent. popu]ar error, not unsanclioned by doc-
tvines held by several eminent public writers, that ¢ as oie disease
* Fide Appendix No. 12 for examples of underfakers’ ordinary bills for funerals

uf different classes,
+ Fide Relurn in the Appendix.
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72 Contrast between the rates of insurance and expenditure

disappears so another springs up,” that the positive “amount
of mortality, the common lot,” is the same to all classes. But
death, besides differing in the period fo different individuals,
difters widely in the numbers of burials, and in the consequent
expenses to different families, classes, and distriets. [Tt is the
number as well as the separate expense of cach of the funerals
which occur during the year to cach class of persons, orto different
districts, which determines the total expense of burial to the class
or district. Thus, to the poorer classes, living in wretched habita-
tions, as those comprised in Bethnal Green and Whitechapel, there
is one burial to every 31 of the inhabitants, whilst in the contiguous
district of Hackney there is only one burial to every 56 of the
inhabitants yearly, In Liverpool there is one burial per annum
to every 30 of the inhabitants, whilst in the county of Hereford
there is one burial only to every 55 of the inhabitants. If the
existing charge of burial, at the above rates of expense to cach
class of individuals, were commufed for an annual payment,
commencing at birth, as a premiuvm for the payment of 1007
501, and 5., payable at the undermentioned periods respectively,
it would in the metropolis and the county of Hereford be nearly
as follows :—

L= ST

METROTOLIS. HEREFORDEHIRE.

Anunal Annuzt

Average Payment for Average Payment

CLASS, Age Burial Ape fur Burial

at Death, to every nt Death. to every

Individual, Inilividual.

Years. £ s d L. s d.

Gentry . . . . . , . 44 1 110 43 1 10

Tradesmen or Farmers, . . B5) 1 6 8B 47 0 99

. Fabourers , . . . . . 22 ¢ 3 2 39 0 2 9
Average of all Classes , . . 29 39

Supposing each member of the family to have been assured
at birth, a labourer’s family in Herefordshire consisting of five
persons would have to pay yearly 13s. 9d., and there a farmer’s
family of the same number would have to pay 2/, 8s. 9d. yearly;
whilst in London for an artisan's family of five, the yearly pay-

.ment would be 15s. 10d. and for a tradesman’s family it would

be 61. 13s. 4d, per annum. To insure the payment of the average
cost of funerals, 147. 7s. 5d. at the end of 27 years, on the metro-
politan chances of life, the annual payment would be 7s., whilst
on the Herefordshire chances of life of 39 years to all born high
or low the sum would be ouly 4s.  Or to take another form of
displaying tlic comparative burthen; the general average cost of
cach burial being 14/ 7s. 5d., and the annual proportions of
deaths being different from the average duration of life—being 1
of every 40 in the metropolis, a poll-tax to defray the burial

Jor funcrals in healthy and unhealthy classes qml districts, 73

expenses must there be 7s. 24d.; whilst in Hereford the pro-
portions of deaths being one in every 55, the poll-tax on all of
the inhabitants to meet the charge would be 5s. 3d. per head.

§ 76. It appears, thercfore, that in considering the means of re-
lief from the evils connected with the number and expenses of
burial, it should at the same time be borne in mind that the pri-
mary means of abatement and relief of the misery of frequent
funerals will be found in the means of the removal of the developed
and removable causes of premature mortality. Had the annual
mortality amongst the population in the high, open, and naturally-
drained district of Hackney been the same proportionate amount
of mortality as that in the contiguous, but low, ill-drained, ill-
cleansed, and ill-ventilated district of Bethnal Green and White-
chapel, instead of 759 deaths per annum, Hackney would have
upwards of 1138 deaths, and an expense of 54487, more for funerals
during the year than it has. So the county of Hereford, if it
were afflicted with the same amount of mortality as that which
prevails in Liverpool, would have 1488 more deaths annually and
an additional expenditure of 21,380 per annum in burials,
How directly, certainly, and powerfully, defective sanitary mea-
sures in respect of drainage and cleansing, bear upon health and
life, and, by consequence, on the frequency of burials, will be seen
in the latter portions of the examination of Mr. Blencarne, sur-
geon, one of the medical oficers of the City of London Union,
and of Mr. Abraham, surgeon, one of the Registrars of Deatlis in
the same Union; which I select as an instance, because the City
stands high in wealth, in endowed chavities, and in supposed
immunity from the removable or preventible causes of disease.*

§ 77. Two individual cases which were narrated by the phy-
sician who attended them, will serve to convey a conception of a
large proportion of the common cases denoted by the units of the
statistical evidence derived from towns, and will illustrate more
clearly the economy of the prevention of sickness and death, as a
superior economy of the incidents of sickness as well as of
funerals,

One case was that of an intelligent industrious man who had
been foreman to a tradesman, and having married and established
himself as a master tradesman, had a family of children. ‘Fo
diminish the expense of his family he took a house which he let off
fo lodgers, retaining to himself only the garrets and the under-
around or kitchen floor. He had five children who became un-
healthy and were attacked with cachectic diseases and scald head ;
and the expense of an apothecary fo the family during one year
was 59L : but still more serious disease afterwards appearing, a
physician was called in, who perceiving the impure air of the
apartiments, pointed out the causes ol the varied illness which
had prevailed, and the remedy—removal from the house,

¥ [ide Appendix,
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74 Superior cconomy-of efficient santtary measures

In another case the foreman of a Lrewery married a healthy
wile, who gave birth to seven children, of whom six died at various
ages, while young, from discases evillently springing from impure
air.  The source of this impure air was an ill-constructed cesspool
in the lower part of the house, the stench of which was pointed out
by the physician, who happened to have a perception of such causes,
and advised the immediate removal of the family. Since that
time they have had two other children, who with the third which
escaped, are now living in their better lodging in the enjoyment
of goorl health; the last of the children who died, when «aling,”
was sent to the purer atmosphere of a rural distriet, and returned
in robust health, but soon after his exposure to the impure
atmosphere was attacked with fever, of which he died within a
fortnight.

It was in the power of ncither of these persons to obtain an
amendment. of the general system of drainage, which occasioned
the atmospheric impurity under which they suffered; but the
actual expenses of structural measures of prevention would not, as
an entire outlay, have amounted to half the apothecary’s bill for
drugs in the first case, or of the expenses of the funerals (super-
added to the expenses of drugs) in the second case; but if the
expenses of those structural arrangements were defrayed by an
annual payment of instalments of principal and interest, spread
over a period of 30 years, or a period coincident with the benefit,
the expense of the extended or combined measure of prevention
would not be moie than 14. 5s. 10d. per tenement, or perhaps a
small proportion of that sum, to the indvidual family.®

§ 78. But toreturn to collective examples. Mr. Blencarne, on a
view of the sanitary condition of the population, and the causes
of mortality within his district, expresses a confident opinion that
in that district the average amount of mortality might be re-
duced one-third by efficient sanitary measures. The saving by
a reduction of 71 funerals yearly, or one-third of the burials in
that distriet, at the average expense of [unerals for the metro-
polis, would amount to nearly 10202, per annum. If, as ap-
pears to be practicable, there were a reduction of one-half of
the expenses of the other two-thirds of the average number of
funerals, the total saving from this source would be 2040/ per
annum to ihe population inhabiting, according to the last census,

1416 houses. = Now the annual share of the expense of the chief
structural sanitary arrangements, supposing every house in the
district to be deficient, would, on the proximate estimate, amount
to a sum of 1829/, or less than the amount saved by the reduction

* Fide General Report on the Sanitary Condition of the Population, p. 443 and
p. 395, for proximate estimates of the chief structural expenses, i. e, main drains,
house drains, annual supply of water, water tank, and water closet, aund neans of
cleansing, and also an exemplification of the practical rule for the distribution of the
expense, su as to render it coincident to the benefit,

Jor the reduction of the proportion of deaths. 75

of the funeral expenditure, giving the health and longevity, and
all the moral and social savings, plus the mere pecuniary
saving; these remoter savings being in themselves unquestionably
far greater than can be represented by the pecuniary items directly
cconomised.

§ 79. Whosoever will carefully examine what has been done in
scattered and fortuitous instances amongst persons of the same
class, following the same occupation, living in the same neighbour-
hoods, and deriving the same amount of incomes, and will from
such examinations judge of the inferences as to what may be
done by the more systematised application of the like means,
will not deem the representation extravagant, that the same

duration of life may be given to the labouring classes that
is enjoyed by professional persons of the first class; or that it is
possible to attain for the whole of a town population such average
durations of life as are attained by portions of existing towns;
or say, such an average as is attained by the population of the
old town of Geneva, that is to say of 45 years, or six years higher
than appears to be attained by the whole population of the
county of Hereford, which, as we have seen, is 39 years.
§ 80. To take another example. If the proportion of deaths to
the population in the Whitechapel Union were reduced to the pro-
portion of deaths to the population in Hercfordshire, then, instead
of 2307 burials, there would only be 1305 burials per annum ; and
if the cost of the remaining burials were reduced 50 per cent. of
the average present cost, then the saving of funeral expenses to the
Whitechapel distriet would be at the rate of more than 23,000, or
nearly 3/ per house on the inhabited houses of the district ; about
half that sum being deemed sufficient to defray the expense of the
proposed structural improvements. The funeral expenses in the
rarish of Hackney on the projortion of burials amongst them, are
at the rate of 5s. 2d. per head on the living population. Were the
burials in Liverpool reduced to the same proportion, 1 in 56
instead of 1 in 30,* at the rate of expenses for funerals in London,
nearly 50,000/ per annum would be saved to the population of
Liverpool, being more than sufficient to enable them to pay 30
years’® annual instalments, the principal and interest, at five per
cent., of a sum of 845,065/, sterling for structural arrangements.
81. Strong barriers to the improvement of the sanitary con-
dition of the population are created by the common rule and prac-
tice of levying the whole expense of permanent works, immediately
or within short periods, on persons who conceive they have no im-
mediate interest in them, or whose interest is really transient, and
who under such cireumstances will see no per contra of beuefit
to themselves to compensate for the expenditure. It may

_ % Tn all eases the mortuary regisiries of 1839 are referred fo; but the data are
varying, and are submitted, as they will be understood, only as proximate estunales,
I have every reason to believe them tu be on the whole below the truth.
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76 Lzemplifications of the cconamy of cfficient preventive

be of use to exemplify the contre of advantage to the inhabitants
at least, to make it a good ecomomy to them to pay the
proportions of rates required for the addlllona! expenditure in
efficient means of preventing sickness and mortality., .
The following may be given as an mstance .of' !he superior
economy of prevention, by the appliance of vaccination, aftforded
by the experience obtained under the partial operation of the
Vaccination Act in the metropolis as compared with the experience
in Glasgow, to which the same arrangements do not extend. 1In
the metropolis, in the year 1837, the deaths from small-pox were
1520. The deaths from small-pox in the metropolis, and in
Glasgow for the years after the Vaccination Act came into ope-
ration are thus compared in a report by Dr. R. D. Thompson.

Derriis prox Saani-Pox.
Glasgow, Loxlon,

Populafion . + .+ .+ 282,134 Population . . 1,875,493

1833 358 3,090 Epidemic.

1830 . . . . . 406 I £ T8
18]0 [] » - . L] 418 L] L] - . L] 1’233
‘. .o . 347 e eoeoeow 1,053
18432 . . * . » 33 . . . . . 360
Mean . + .« & 377, or abiout one inhabitant daily diesof small-

pox in Glasgow,

A confident opinion is expressed that the decrease of small-pox

in the metropolis is ascribable to the extension of vaceination.

The rate of reduced mortality from that disease has continued
during the present year; and the average of the present rate, as
compared with the average preceding the extension of vaccination,
would give a reduction of 946 deaths and {unerals from 1652 an-
nually.  But as not one attack in ten of small-pox usually proves
fatal, the reduction of the number of deaths may be taken as re-
preseniing a reduction of some 9,460 cases of sickness. The
amount paid from the poor-rates for vaccination in the metropolis
was 17012, which at the average fee gives 22,680 of {he worst
conditioned and most susceptible cases out of about 56,000, in
which vaccination was successfully performed. The attention
directed to the subject has also promoted the extension of vacei-
nation, by others than the appointed vaccinators. The various
expenses of cach case of sickness to the sufferers, inclusive of me-
dicines, may perhaps, on a low estimate, be represented at 1Z.
cach case ; and taking half the average expenses of funerals for the
946 funerals saved, the total expense of funerals and of sickness
saved by the expenditure of the sum stated of 1701l in well-
directed measures of prevention, would exceed 16,004 in the
metropolis alone. Throughout the whole country, the deaths
from small-pox in 1840 were 10,434, as compared with 16,268

* A severe epidemic, by sweeping off’ the most susceptible cases, usually dimi-
nishes the proportivnate mortality from that cause during the following year.

S
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in 1838, on which, if the reduction may be ascribed to the exten-
sion of vaccination solely, pounds of immediate expenses must
have been saved by the expenditure of half crowns,—in other words,
upwards of 90,0007, in money has been saved by the expenditure
of about 12,000.. in vaccination.

The excess of deaths in the metropolis above the health
standard of Islington or Hercfordshire, of 1 in 55, is 11,266 (vide
returns, Appendix) ; the expense of burial of this excessive number,
at the average cost, is 168,990/, per annum, which (\\'ithouttaking
into account the expenses of the corresponding excess of sickness)
as an instalment, would in 30 years liquidate the principal and
interest, at 5 per cent., of a loan of 2,856,168/ towards house
drainings and the structural improvements and arrangements, by
which the excess might be prevented. To the charge of the ex-
cessive deaths must be added the charge of the births which take
place to make up the ravages of the mortality in the most de-
pressed districts. Taking the proporiion of the births to the
population in the Hackney Union, 1 in 42, as the standard of
proportion of births in a healthy district, the excess of births for
the whole metropolis during that year was upwards of 8000 : or
52,609 instead of 44,541.%

§ 82. The grounds will Lercafter be submitted which appear to
sustain the position that all the solemnity of sepulture may be in-
creased, and solemnity given where none is now obtained, con-
currently with a great reduction of expense to all classes.—Vide
post, § 113 to § 120.

In counsidering the expenses of funerals, the arrangements
and consequent expenses of the funerals of the wealthy are of im-
portance, less perhaps for themselves than as governing by
example the arrangements and expenses of the poorest classes,
even to the adoption of such arrangements, and consequently ex-
pensive outlay as to have hired bearers and mutes with silk fittings
even at the funerals of common labourers. The expenditure by
the wealthy, in compliance with supposed demands at which their
own taste revolts, fora transient effect which is not gained, | would

# Fide District Refurns, Appendix.

4 On a question of fact as to the effect of the common funerat arrangements on
the imagination, the testimony of a poet, whose accuracy of description is uni-
versally admitted, may be eited, The Rev. Mr, Crabbe thus describes the effect of
the funeral array :—-

Lo ! now what dismal sons of darkness coma
To bear this daughter of indulgence home!
Tragedians all, and well arranged in black !
Who nature, feeling, {urce, expression lack ;
Who cause no fear, but gloomily pass by,

And shake their sables in the wearied eye,
That furns disgusted from the pompous scene,
Proud without grandeur, with profusion mean!
The tear for kinduess past affection owes;

For worth deceased the sigh from reason flows;
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78 Failure of expensive funerals in their objects

suffice to produce permanent effects of beneficence and taste worthy
of their position in society. A gentleman who recenily, in dis-
taste of the ordinary undertaker's arrangements, reduced them on
the occasion of the burial of his daughter, applied the money in
erecting to her memory, and parily endowing, a small school for
95 children of a -village, in which, as the tablet on thq school
recorded, the deceased had, when alive, taken a kindly mh_zrcst.
Where no such objects are offered for the surplus expenditure,
that which would e unsucessfully thrown away for the transient
effect would suffice for a statue or some work of art that would
ensure permanent admiration.  The aggregate waste on I'u‘nera]s
in the metropolis would, in the course of a short time, suflice for
the endowment of educational or other institutions, that would go
far to retrieve the condition of the poorer classes. The waste of
two years in the metropolis would suffice for the erection of a mag-
nificent cathedral, and of a third year for its endowment for ever.

§ 83. Injustification of the funeral exactions from the labouring
classes, it 15 sometimes alleged that if they did not expend the
money in the funercal decorations, 1l}ey }\*ou]d expend it in drink.
But this would only oceur ina nunonty of cases, .and in those
only for a time. The reduction would be an immedlate'and most
important relief in an immense number of cases of wylowhood,
aud especially in those cases where there has been no nsurance,
where ihe widow incurs debts which often reduce her to destifu-
tion and dependence on the poor’s rates, or on charity. It forms
a large part of the business of some of the small-debt eourls
in the metropolis to enforce payments of the undertakers’ bills,
incurred under such circumstances. Tfor all classes, what is
deemed by them respeciful inferment is fo be considered a neces-
sity ; and in general the expendifure beyond what is neeessary 10
ensure such interment competes not with extravaganey, but with
high moral obligations. By the arrangements which lhrou.r the
savings of the poor family into the grave, children are left destitute,
and creditors are often defrauded, and heavy taxes levied on the
sympathies of neighbours and {riends.*

E’en well-feigned passions for our sorrows call,
And real tears for mimic miseries fall:
Bur this poor farce has neither truth nor art,
To please the fancy or to touch ;hc heart.
% * %
Dark but not awful, dismal but yet mean,
With anxious bustle moves the cumb’rous scene ;—
Presents no objects tender or profound,
But spreads its cold unmcaningﬁgloom around.
* * : *

When waoes are feigned, how ill such forms appear;
And oh! how needless when the woe's sincere.
The Parish Register.

* Amongst the higher classes the tendency is to reduce the number of cases in
which mourning is worn, and {o diminish the time of wearingif. It would bea
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Failure of the objects of the common Lixpenditure on Funerals.

§ 84. Notwithstanding the immense sacrifices made by the labour-
ing classes for the purpose, neither they nor the middle classes obtain
solemn and respectful interment, nor does it appear practicable
that they should obtain it by any arrangement of the present
parochial means of interment in crowded districts.

§ 85. Few persons can have witnessed funeral processions passing
in mid-day through the thronged and busy streets of the metropolis,
without being struck with the extreme inappropriateness of the
times and places chosen for such processions. This want of re-

‘gulation as to appropriate times is the subject of complaints, which

must attach, evento a grealer extent, to numerous processions,
without regulation, from the centre of the populous town distriets
to the suburbs.

Myr. Wild, the underiaker, was asked—

WWhat besides the expense, and the ohjection to the ground, do you find is
the objection enlertained to the existing mode of burial in the crowded

great boon to persons in inferior condition and of limited means, who are governed
by the examples of those above them, and who are put to ruinous expense for
putting a whole family into mourning, at a time when the expense can be the least
spared, if the custom could be further altered to the wearing of a piece of crape onl
on the hat or on the arm, as in the army and navy ; or by limiting the wearing of full
mourning fo the head of the fawmily, and using only crape bands for the rest.  Some
conceplion may be formed of the inconvenience incurred by the extent towhich mourn-
ing is carried, even amongst the poorest classes, if we suppose that on such occasions it
were necessary to clothe the whole of the men of the army and navyin black. The very
excess of deaths above o healthy standard in Great Britain necessitates mourning to
nearly forty thousand families per annum. The exient to which custom has carried
mourning appears to have no Seriptural authority. Bingham, speaking of the pri-
mitive Christians, states, “ that they did not condemn-the notion of going intoa
mowning habit for the dead, nor yet much approve of if, but left it to all men's
liberty as an indifferent thing, rather commending those that either omitted it
wholly, or in short time laid it aside again, as acting more according to the bravery
aud philosophy of a Christian, Thus St. Jerome commends one Julian {Hieron. Ep,
34 ad Julian), a rich man in his time, because having lost his wife and two daughters,
that is his whole family, in a few days, one after another, he wore the mourning
habit but forty days after their death, aud then resumed his usual habit again, and
because he accompanied his wife to the grave, not as one that was dead, but as
going fo her rest.  Cyprian, indeed, seems to carry the matter a little farther; he
says he was ordered by divine revelation to preach fo the people publicly and con-
stantly, that they shonld not lament their brethren that were delivered from the
world by divine vocation, as beiug assured that they were not lost, but only sent
hefora them ¢ that their death was only a receding from the world, and a speedier
call to heaven; that we ought tolony after them and not lament them, nor wear any
mourning habit, secing they were gone to put on their white garmentsin heaven (2
Cyypr. de Mortal,, p. 164), No occasion should be given to the Gentiles justly to
accuse us, and reprehend us for lamenting those as lost and extinct, whom we aflimm
still fo live with Gad ; and that we do not prove that faith which we profess in
words, by the outward testimony of our hewrts and souls. Cyprian thought no
sorrow at all was to be expressed for the death of a Christian, nor consequently any
signs of sorrow, such as the monrning habits, because the death of a Christian was
only a translation of him to heaven. But others did not carry the thing so high,
but thought n moderate sorrow might be allowed to nature, and therefore did not so
peremptorily condemn the mourning habit, as heing only a decent expression,of such
o moderate sorrow, though they liked it Letter if men could have the bravery to
refuse it,”  (Bing., book xxii. chap. 3, sec. 22).
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80 Iailure of solemnity at Funcrals in crowded Districts,

districts of the metropolis P—One very common objection, is ihe incon \'?nient
time; the average time is about 3 o'clock, but it varies from 2 to 4 o'clock.
This is very inconvenient for persons in business, who wish to attend as
mourners. From this cause, interments are frequently delayed; at this
{ime, also, the streets are very much crowded ; sometimes ho)_'s crowd round
the gates, and shout as ill-educated boys usually doj sometimes there are
mobs ; 1 have known the service interrupted more than once during the
ceremony ; sometimes the adults of the mob will make rude remarks. I
have heard them call out to the clergyman, * Read out, old fellow;” some-
times I have known them make rude remarks in the hearing of the
mourners; on the clergyman frequently ; but this has been on the week
days, when, of course, the numbers attending ave very great. At times, the
adults and mob at the gates have an idle and rude curiosity to hear the
service. 1 have known them rush in past the mourners, and go in indis-
: criminately, It is part of 1y business to see the mourners and corpse safo
i in, before I go in; and I have been sometimes severely hustled, and have
had great difliculty in getfing in myself, _

Are the crowds in the town, or districts, ever characterized by any
veverence for the dead?—Not the slightest: quite the contrary, and it
makes part of the annoyance of interments in town to have to encounter
them. _ . L

Arc you not aware that on the Continent it is gencrally the custom for
passengers of every condition in the streets, to stop and take off l]le hat, on
the approach, and during the passage of the dead —1I have met with several
instances of persons stopping in our streets in London, and taking off their
hats. On looking at them, I had veason to believe they were foreigners.

Have you ever known carriages or common coaches, or carls or waggous,
stop in the streets on the approach of a funcral ?~—1I have seen gentlemen
pull their check-strings, or {ap at their windows, and slop their coachmen in
towns ; but, if the cairiage were empty, there was no stoppage. But none
of the common conveyances ever stop. I have several times ran the risk of
being knocked down by them. I have known cabmen and omnibus men
drive through the procession of a walking funeral, and separate the mourners
from the corpse. These characters display complete indifference to such

scenes,
§86. In the rural districts the population appears to be so far bet-

g ter instructed and more respectful; but, according to the testimony of

living persons, the same indifference has not always characterized
labouring classes in the town distriets, even of the metropolis.
It is described as an unavoidable consequence of the increasing
numbers of funerals, and familiarity with them arising from the neg-
lect of appropriate general arrangements, a neglect from which not
only the relations and parties engaged in such services, but strangers
have to complain, that their feelings are not duly regarded.
In a rural parish, the deceased who is interred is generally
known, and the single funeral arrests attention and excites
sympathy. In crowded districts neighbourship diminishes; a
!"l_l vast portion of the population of the metropolis pass their lives

withont knowing their next-door neighbours, or even persons
living in the same building ; the great majority of burials are, to
the mass of the population, burials of strangers, for whom no per-
sonal sympathies can be awakened ; the inopportune and unex-
pected passage of small funeral processions through busy and un-
prepared crowds of the young and active, create a familiarity that

"
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stifles all respectful or reverential feelings, whilst the numbers of
separate funerals make undue demands on the sympathies, and
harass the minds of the sickly and the solitary by their continued
passage, and the perpetual tollings of the passing bells, ISxamples
in some of the German cities might be cited of refined and suc-
cessful arrangements by which the feelings of all are consulted,
by interments either in the quiet of evening or of early morning,
o by the sclection of retived routes for the processions. The
funcral processions to the cemetery of I'rankfort are generally
held at early morning for the labouring classes.

§ §7. The celcbration of religious ceremonies in a satisfactory
manner at some of the populous parishes, appear to be often ex-
tremely diflicult, il not impracticable. Mr. Wild further answers :—

What are the matters objected to that are of common experience in our
burials, when the corpse and attendants have arrived within the church-
yard *—In cerlain seasons of the year, when the mortality is greater than
usual, a number of funerals, according to the present regulation of the
churchyards, are named for one hour. During last Sunday, for example,
there were [ifteen funerals all fixed during one hour at one church. Some
of these will be funerals in the church; those which have not an in-door
service must wait outside, At the church to which I refer, there were six
pariies of mourners waiting outside. My man informed me, that all these
parties of mourners were kepf, nearly three-quarters of an hour waiting
outside, without any cover, and with no boards to stand upon. The weather
last Sunday was dreadfully inclement. I have seen ten funerals kept
waiting in the chureh-yard from twenly minutes to three-quarters of an hour.
I have known colds caught on the ground by parties kept waiting, and more
probably occurred than I could know of. It is the practice on'such occasions
to say the service over the bodies of children and over the bodies of the
adults together, and sometimes the whole are kept waiting until the
number is completed. Even under these circumstances, the ceremony is
frequently very much hurried.

How many are there in some parochial burial grounds to be buried at one
time P—Sometimes fifteen.

With sueh a number to bury is it physically possible that the separate
service should be other than hurried, and in so far as it is hurried unsatisfac-
tory to the mourners P—According to the present system I do not see that
it is at all times practicable to be other than hurried and unsatisfactory.

Would not an in-door service be acceptable to the labouring classes ?—
I conceive highly so. In some parishes, as at Camberwell, the custom is
to give an in-door service to all, whether rich or poor. This is considered
highly aceceptable. Where the labouring classes are excluded they 10t only
feel the inconvenience of having to wait, but they feel very much the ex-
clusion on account of their poverty. They frequently complain to me, and
question me as to whether it is right, and ask me the reason.

What other inconveniences are experienced in the service in church-
yards ?—It is a frequent thing that a grave-digger, who smells strongly of
liquor, will ask of the widow or mourners for something to drink, and, if
not given, he will follow them to the gates and ountside the gates, murmur-
ing and uttering reproaches. :

Is that ordinarily the last thing met with before leaving the church-
yards ?—Yes, that is the last thing.

That closes the seene P—Yes, that closes the scenc.

Mpr. Dix was asked—

In the crowded districts is the funeral ceremony often impeded ?—Be-
G
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82 Causes of the Failure of Solemnity from

sides the state of the parochial burial grounds, the mode of performing the
ceremony is very objectionable, in consequence of the crowd and noise and
bustle in the neighbourhood. I have had burials{o perform in St. Clements
Danes’ burial ground, when the noise of the passing and the repassing of the
vehicles has been such that we have not heard athird of the service, except
in broken sentences.

§ 88. Qn this very importaut subject it is observed, by the Re-
verend William Stone, the reclor of Spitalfields:—

It must, I think, be admitted, that, in a erowded population, the parochial
system, s it generally statids at present, is utterly inadequate to meet the
demand for interment—the demand, I mean, whichh would exist, if that
system were universally acquiesced in, and all our parishioners were brought
for inferment to our parochial burial grounds. To say nothing of the in-
ability of many parishes to provide adequate grounds, there could not be an
adequate supply of clergymen or of churches.  Indeed, it has always seemed
to me, that, in practice, this Aas been admitted ; for, in London, that con-
siderable and important part of the burial service which is performed within
the church, unless specially desired and paid for, has, from time almost im-
memorial, been left out ; and I think that the highest ecclesiastical authori-
ties could hardly have introduced or sanctioned such an anti-rubrical omis-
sion, had it not served some more popular or more necessary purpose than
that of merely raising the fees of fhe church. From this consideration,
added to the frequent inconvenience of my burial services, I have been led
10 regard the fecs for the in-church service, like the payments for the erec-
tion of monuments and iablets in our churches, as a kind of necessary pre-
ventive duty. And cerlain it is, that unless our burial services were limited
by some such restrictive system, they would be not only overwhelmingly
laborious, but absolutely impracticable and incompatible with our other pro-
fessional engagements. How, for instance, could the densely-built parish of
Churist-church, Spitalfields, yielding a clerical income less than 380/. a-year,
possessing one burial-ground, and one church attached to that burial-ground,
accommodate, in any enlarged sense of the word, an inferrable population of
23,642, with the addition of the many proprietors of our vaults and graves,
who must always be resident at a distance? Even now, with our present
very scanty demand for interment, I sometimes find, as I bave intimated,
exireme inconvenience from this part of my duties. For obvious reasons
the working classes make choice of Sunday for their burials; the very day,
ahove all others, when the clergy and the church are almost wholly pre-
engaged for other purposes. No wonder, then, that one purpose should
often clash with another—that burials ¢z church should elash with burials
out of it—that clergymen should be hurried, discomposed, and exhausted—
and mourners kept waiting in a cold, damp burial-ground, so as to verify the
old objection urged by the Puritans against our service there, that * in bury-
ing the dead we kill the living.” On olher days, too, the clergy have other
engagements, so as fo render it necessary to appoint burials for a partieular
hour—an appointment, however, often more necessary to the clergy than
agreeable to the undertakers and their employers, And yet, with every pre.
caution, the clergyman is most seriously incommoded ; for, however he may
try to accommodate, by allowing parties to fix their own hour of burial, his
fime and patience are fearfully encroached upon. Burials are very seldom
punctual.  They arrive from 20 minutes up to an hour and a half after the
hour fixed. Mourners linger at home over their cups. The undertaker
pleads that he “couldn’t get them to move.” Sometimes he has another
“job™ in hand elsewhere—nay, an undertaker has had two “jobs” in my
own: burial-ground--he has fixed them for the same hour; yet, after having,
with my assistance, completed one of them, he Las coolly left me t¢*wait till
he could feteh the other; so that, what with wasled time, exhausied patience,
and trials of temper owing to incivility and other annoyances from such per-
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sons as a clergyman is thus brought into contact with, he has, to say the
least, as much inconvenience as the public have to complain of.

Among the inconveniences which the necessities of our parochial svstem
impose upon the working-classes, may be mentioned the practice just now
alluded to, viz., the omission of the #7z-church service in all cases where it
is not specially paid for. Looking at my parishioners in a religious light,
and at a moment when all ranks and conditions are literally levelled in the
dust, I feel this to be an invidious distinetion between rich and poor; and I
think it but natural that the poor should prefer burial in places where such
a distinetion is less strongly marked,

In another part of his highly important communication, he
observes—

In the course of my remarks I have adverted to our inadequate parochial
provision for the burial of the dead in populous places, and to the consequent
inconvenience which has placed the churchyard in unfavourable contrast
with the dissenting ground. There is another inconvenience, however, which
attaches to both, and which is inseparable from the burial of the dead in a
crowded population: I mean the impossibility of maintaining a due solemmity
on such an occasion.

If the working-classes of a populous city are less awfully affected by the
sight of death, from an unavoidable familiarity with it in their own homes,
it 1s to be feared that they aud others meet with much to prevent or impair a
wholesome sensibility upon it in public; for there the touching associations
of a burial, and the sublime spirituality of our burial oflice are broken in
upon by the exhibition of the most vulgar and even ludicrous scenes of dailylife.

The eastern end of my parish ground, for instance, abuts upon Brick-lane,
one of our most crowded and noisy thoroughfares, and at one corner stands
a public-house, whicly, of eourse, is not without its attraction to all orders of
street minstrels. 1n performing the burial service, I have left the church,
while the organ has been playing a beautiful and impressive requiem move-
ment, and proceeded to the grave, where it was purely acecidental if I did
not liear the very inappropriate tune mentioned by my medical friend.

Indeed, as my church extends along one side of another crowded streef, T
have had most inappropriate musical accompaniments, even during that part
of the burial service which is performed within the church. My burial
ground is partially exposed to the street at the west end also; and there, as
at the east, it is liable to be invaded by sounds and sights of the most in-
congruous description. Boys elamber up the outside of the wall, hang upon
the railing, and, as if fempted by the effect of contrast, take a wanton delight
in the noisy utterance of the most familiar, disrespectful, and offensive expres-
sions ;—of course, all attempts to put down this nuisance from within the
burial ground serve only to aggravale it, and nothing coul/d put i{ down but
a police force ordered to the outside every time that a burial takes place.
To this wilful disturbance is added the usual uproar of a crowded thorough-
fare,—whisiling, calling, shouting, sireet-cries, and the creaking and rattling
of every kind of vehicle—the whole forming such a scene of noisy confusion
as sometimes fo make me inaudible. On all these oceasions, indeed, 1
labour under the indescribable uneasiness of feeling myself out of place.
Amidst such a reckless din of secular traffic, I feel as if I were prostituting
the spirituality of prayer, and profaning even the symbolical sanctity of my
surplice. And yet, the exposure of my burial-ground is but partial, and is
little or nothing compared with that of many others. The ground is hardly
less desecrated by the scenes within it; on Sundays, especially, it is the
resort of the idle, who pass by the church and its services to lounge and gaze
in the churchyard, It is made a play-gronnd by children of both sexes, who
skip and seamper about it, and, if checked by our oflicers, will often retort
with impertinence, abuse, obscenity, or profaneness. 1 generally have to
force my way to a grave through a crowd of gossips, and as oI‘tel; to pause in
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84 The Increasing Desertivn of Parochial Burial-giounds.

the service, to intimate that the wurmurs of some or the loud talk of others
will not allow me te proceed. I havdly ever wilness in any of these crowds
any indication of a religious sentiment. T may sometimes chance to observe
a serious shake of the head among them; but, with these rare exceptions, I
see them impressed with no better feeling than the :lesi.rc to while away l!lell‘
time in gratifving a vulgar curiosity. On the burial of any notorious
character,—of a suicide, of a man who has perished by manslaughter, of a
woman who has died in child-birth, or even of achild who has been killed by
being yun over in the sireet, this vulgar excitement rises 1o an inspiferable
height. If, in such a case, the corpse is brought into my chuvch, this sacred
and beauliful structure is desecrated and disfigured by the buvried intrusion
of a squalid and irreverent mob, and clergyman, corpse, and mouwiners are
jostled and mixed up with the confused mass, by the uncontrollable pressure
Trom without. I will not, indeed, venture to say {hat, on these ccecasions,
the mourners always feel and dislike this uproar, for I believe that amony
the working classes they often congratulate themselves upon it. There is an
&clat about it which ministers to the love of petty distinction before alluded
to; but, whether through the operation of this feeling or the many other
abominable mischiefs attending the burial of the dead in populous places,
there is much to counteract or impair the solemn and impressive effect of

religious obsequics,

§ 80, The fecling of a large proportion of the population appears
to be dissatisfaction with the intra-mural parochial interments,
less on sanitary grounds than from an aversion to the profanation
avising from interment amidst the scenes of the crowd and bustle
of every-day life. 'This fecling is manifested in the increasing
numbers who abandon the interments, even in parishes where the
places of burial are neatly kept, where, if there be nothing to satisfy,
there is nothing to offend the eye, where the service is solemnly
and attentively performed, and where the amount of the burial
fees cannot be supposed to influence the choice. The increasing
feeling of aversion 1s indeed manifested by acts less liable to crror
than any verbal testimony, by the increasing abandonment of
parochial family-vaults by the gentry and middle classes of the
population, by payments from the labouring classes, even of -
creased burial dues for inferments in places apart from the pro-
fanation of every-day life. The feeling manifested may be staled
to be a national one, and to call for measures of a corresponding
extent and character. :

Means of diminishing the evil of the retention of the Remains
of the Dead amidst the Living.

The most predominant of the physical, if not of the moral evils
which follow the train of death, to the labouring classes, being the
long retention of the corpse in their one room, the means of altering
this practice claims priority in the consideration of remedies,

§ 90. The delay of interment, it has been shown, is greatly in-
creased by the expense of the funerals ; butin a considerable propor-
tion of cases, where the expense is provided {or, the delay still occurs,
chiefly from feclings which require to be consulted,—the f{ear of
internent before life is extinet.

i s et e P T
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§ 91. It has been proposed by an arbiti'm-y enactment, without
qualification or provision of securities, to forbid all delay of inter-
ments beyond a certain number of hours. Such a proviston would,
in the shape proposed, and without other securities, run counter to
the feelings of the population, and sianding as a self-executing
law it would have but little operafion.

The proposed compulsory clause stood thus in the bill of the
session of 1842 without any qualification :—

“ And be it enacted, That from and after the First day of October, One
thousand eight hundred and forty , if any dead hody shall continue
unburied between the First day of May and the Thirty-first day of October,
both days inclusive, more than hours, or between the First day of No-
vember and the Thirtieth day of April, both days inclusive, more than
hours, the execufors or administrators to the estate and effects of such
deceased person, or the friends or relalives of the same, or any one of such
friends or relatives present at the burial, or the occupier of the house
from which such dead body shall be removed to be buvied, shall forfeit the
sum of Twenty shillings for every Twenty-four hours after the expiration
of such respective periods,”

I'rom the closeness of the rooms in which the poorer classes
dic, and from large fires being on such oceasions lighted in them,
decomposition often proceeds with as much rapidity in winter as
in summer, The mental sufferings from the prolonged retention
of the body amidst the living, §§ 26, 3, 39, and the moral oh-
jections 1o it also, § 42, would be as intense in the winter as in the
summer, or more so. '

§ 92. In several of the continental states, about half a century
ago, similar enactments were passed ; but it was found necessary to
accompany them with various securities ; and where these securities,
such as the medical nspection and certificate before interment,
have been loose, events have oceurred which have convinced the
public of the necessity of strengthening them. Ina recent report
en the subject at Paris, by M. Orfila, he adduces an jnstance.

“In October, 1837, M. Deschamps, an inhabitant of la Guillotiére, at
Lyons, died at the end of a short indispositon. is obsequies were ordered
for the next day. On the next day the priests and the vergers, the corpse-
bearers and conductors of funerals, attended. At the moment when they
were about to nail down the lid of the coffin, the corpse rose in its shroud,
sat upright, aud asked for something to cat. The persons present were
about to run away in terror, as from a phantom, but they were re-assured
by M. Deschamps himself, who happily recovered from a lethargic sleep,
which had been mistaken for death. Due cares were bestowed upon him,
and he lived.  After his recovery he stated that in his state of lethargy he
had heard all that had passed around him, without being able to make any
movement, or to give any expression to his sensations, * ¥ # It is
fortunate for M. Deschamps that the funcral, which was to have faken place
in the evening, was deferred until the morning, when the lethargic access
terminated, otherwise he would have been interred alive. R

In the last number of the Annalés d'Hygiene, the following
recent instances are cited, as proving the necessity of a regular
verification throughout the kingdom of the fact of death;— _

A midwife of the commune of Paulhan (Herault) was believed fo te
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86 Instances of premature Interment in Irance.

dead and was put in a coffin, At the expiration of {wenty-four howrs she
was earried to the church and from thence fo the cemetery. But during 1ts
progress the hearers felt some movement in the coflin, and were surprised and
frightened. They stopped and opened the coflin, when they found the un-
fortunate woman alive! she had merely fallen into a lethargy, She was
carried back to her home, but in conseqiience of the shock she received
she only survived & few days the horrible accident.

It is stated from Bergerac (Dordogne), of the date of the 27th

of December, 1842, that—

An individual of the Commune d’Eymet, who suffered from the con-
finned want of sleep, having consulted a medical practitioner, took on his
preseription a potion which cerfainly caused sleep; but the patient slept
always, and the prolongation of the repose created great anxiely, and oe-
casioned his being bled. The blood flowed feebly, drop by drop. Then
he was declared to be dead. At the expiration of a few days, however, the
potion given to the patient was remembered, and an uneasy sensation that
it might have been Lhe cause of an apparent death, caused the exhumation
of the body. ‘When the coffin was opened the horrible fact was apparent
to all present that the unfortunate man had really been buried alive; he
had turned round in the coffin! His distorted limbs showed that he had
long struggled against death.

In the < Journal des Débats,” bearing date February 21, 1843,
a letter is given from Caen of the 17th February, informing us
«that Madame * * * dwelling in the Rue Saint-Jean, appeared,
after a long sickness, to expire on T uesday evening. The s;:ad
funetions of preparing her for the tomb were performed during
the night.  On the Thursday morning the coffin was brought, and
as the two men were about to lay her in it, she moved m their
hands, and woke up from the profound lethargy in which she was
plunged. Madame * * # is in a state of health which leaves
little hope. We shudder to contemplate the horrible end which
awaited her if the trance had continued some hours longer.”

§ 93, Lam informed of one case, which occurred in a private fa-
mily in this country, of a disenfombment, made under very similay
cireumstances to those of the case related from Bergerac, which
revealed a similarly horrible event, the body being found turned
in the coffin. The belief of the occurrence of such cuases in this
country is sometimes founded on statements of the bodies being
found out of their proper position in the coffins; but nothing is
more probable than the discomposure of the body from iis recum-
bent position, by jolting at the time of its removal down steep and
narrow staircases, Sir Benjamin Brodie observes :—* Mistakes
such as these here alluded to must be very rave, and can be the
result only of the grossest neglect. The movements of respira-
tion are always perceptible to the eye, and cannot be overlooked
by any one who ddes not choose to overlook them, and there is no
doubt that the heart never continues to act more than four or
five minutes after respiration has entirely ceased. But it is not
always easy to say what is the exact moment at which death hath
taken place, as in some instances the inspirations for some fime
previously are repeated at very long intervals. T hus I have

Premature Interments and how guarded against. 87

wafched a dying person, and supposed that he was dead, when,
afler a minute’s interval, there has been a fresh imspiration ; then
one or two more presently alterwards; then another long infer-
val, and so on. I have no doubt that persons in this condition
are often sensible, and even hear and understand all that is said,
« It may be doubtful whether sensibility is always immediately
extinguished when the heart has ccased to act. In persons who
have died of the Asiatic cholera convulsive movements of the body
have Deen observed even several hours after apparent death, If
the nervous system las remained in such a state as this implies,
who can say that it did not retain its sensibility? There is no
account of persons in whom such convulsions (after apparent
death) have taken place having recovered; but this occurrence,
even without chance of recovery, forms a strong argument against
the immediate burial of persons who have died of the cholera.”*

* Dr. Benlly states, that © allowing for much of fiction, with which such a
subject must ever be mixed, there is still sufficient evidence to warrant a
diligent examination of the means of discriminating between real and ap-
parent death.” (Ency. Prac. Medicine, vol. iii. 316.) * As respiration is a
function most essential to health, and at the same time the most apparent,
the ‘cessation of it may be considered as an indication of death. Buf as in
cerfain diseases and states of exhaustion it becomes very slow and feeble,
and so to the casual observer to appear quite extinet, various methods have
been adopted for ascertaining its existence. Thus, placing down or other
light substances near the mouth or nose; laying a vessel of water on the
chest, as an index of motion in that cavity; holding a mirror before the
mouth, in order to condense the watery vapour of the breath ; have all been
proposed and employed, but they are all liable to fallacy. Down, or what-
ever substance is employed, may be moved by some agitation of the sur-
rounding air; and the surface of the mirror may be apparently covered by
the condensed vapour of the breath, when it is only the fluid of some
exhalation from the surface of the body. e therefore agree fully with the
judicious observations of Dr. Paris on this subject :— We feel no hesitation
in asserting, that it is physiologically impossible for a human being to
yemain more than a few minutes in such a state of asphyxia as not to betray
some sign by which a medical observer can at once recognize the existence
of vitality ; for if the respiration be only suspended for a short interval we
may conclude that life has fled for ever. Of all the acts of animal life, this
is by far the most essential and indisputable. Breath and life are very
properly considered in the scriptures as convertible terms, and the same
synonym, as far as we know, prevails in every language. However slow
and feeble respiration may become by disease, yet it must always be per-
ceptible, provided the naked breast and belly be exposed ; for when the
intercostal muscles act, the ribs are clevated, and the sternum is pushed
forwards ; when the diaphragm acts the abdomen swells. Now this can never
escape the attentive eye; and by looking at the chest and belly we shall
form a safer conclusion than by the popular methods which have been
usually adopted.’” '

~ The looking-glass and the feather have been the standing test for time
immemorial.  When Lear enters with Cordelia dead in his arms, he says:—
« T know when one is dead, and when one lives;
She ’s dead as earth.—Lend me a looking-glass;
1f that her breath will mist or siain the stone,
Why, then she lives.
Kent.—1Is this the promis’d end ?
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88  Balent of Foundation for the Popular Apprehensions

9.4. The extreme ignorance and terror of the lowest class of
the population on the occurrence of a death which they may never
have wifnessed hefore, must be expected to stand in the place of
gross neglect.  Of the lower class of oflicers in public establish-
ments, when unsuperintended by well qualified and responsible
persons, the oceurvence of gross mneglect must be anticipated.
Cases have recently occurred, and have at other times, though
rarely, occurred, where the sick are laid out for dead, who have
afterwards recovered. “To the skilful medical practitioner,” says
Dr. Paris, (Paris and Fonblanque’s Medical Junisprudence, vol. ii.,
p. 44,) “we apprehend such signs must ever be unequivocal, but
we are not prepared to say that common observers may not be
deceived by them.” And he adduces instances where they have
been. He cites the testimony of Howard, who, in his work on
prisons, says, “ 1 have kunown instances where persons supposed
to be dead of the gaol fever, and brought out for burial, on being
washed with cold water have shown signs of life, and have sooun
afterwards recovered.”

Dr. Paris also states that—

At the period when the small-pox raged with such epidemic fury, and
physicians so greally aggravated its violence by their stimulaling“plan of
cure, there can be no doubt but that many persons were condemned as
dead who afterwards recovered ; amongst the numerous cases that might
be cited in support of this opinion, the following may be considered as well
authenticated :—ihe daughter of Henry Lawrens, the first president of the
American Congress, when an infant was laid out as dead, in the small-pox ;
upon which the window of the apariment, that had been carefuily closed
during the progress of the disease, was thrown open to ventilate the cham-
ber, when the fresh air revived the supposed corpse, and restored lier to
her family ; this circumstance oceasioned in the father so powerful & dread
of living inlerment, that he directed by will that his body should be
burnt, and enjoined on his children the performance of this wish as a
sacred duty. 'We can also imagine, that women after the exhaustion con-
sequent on severe and protracted Jabours may lie for some timein a state
so like that of deatl, as to deceive the by-standers; a very extraordi-
nary case of this kind is related in the Journal de Savans, Janvier 1749,

Dr. Gordon Smith, in his work on Torensic Medicine, has observed,
that in cases of precipitancy or confusion, as in fimes of public sickness,
the living have not unfrequenily been mingled with the dead, and that in
warm climates, where speedy interment is more necessary than in temperafe
and cold countries, persons have been entombed alive. We feel no hesita-
tion in believing that such an event may be possible; but the very case
with which the author illustrates his position 1s sufficient to convinee us
that its occurrence would be highly culpable, and could only arise from the
most unpardonable inattention; “1 was,” says Dr. Smith, * an eye wit-

Edgar—Or image of that horror?
Lear.—This feather stirs; she lives! if it be so
It is a chance which does redeem all sorrows
That ever I have felt.”
Shakespeare, King Lear, Act V. S¢. 3
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of Premature Interment and necessity of Precautions, 89

ness of an instance in a celebrated city on the continent, where a poor
woman, yet alive, was solemnly ushered fo the margin of the grave in broad
day, and whose interment would have deliberately taken place, but for the
interposition of the bystanders.,” 1If the casual observer was thus able to
detect the signs of ammation, the case is hardly one that should have been
E;(]dl}:.!ed to show the difficully of deciding between real and apparent
death, ‘

Although the chances may be as millions to one against such a
horrible oceurrence, yet the existence of the painful feeling of the
possibility of such an event, even if the apprehended possibility
were utterly unreal, is as valid ground for the adoption of measures
to prevent and alleviate the painful feeling, as if the danger
were real and frequent. A large proportion of the population,
especially in Scotland, are  deeply impressed with the horror of
being buried alive. Amongst the working-classes the feeling is
sometimes manifested in a dying request that they may not be
“ hurried at once to the grave.”

One consequence of abandoning the rite of burial, as a trade
and source of emolument to persons without instruction or qualifi-
cation, who employ for important ministrations agents of the lowest
class, § 51, is, that only the superficial, ceremonial, and profit-
able portions of the service are usually attended to, and that im-
portant private and public securities are Jost. One of the proper
ministrations after death, a purification or ablution of the body, is
generally omitted.  On inquiring, as to the effects produced
amongst the lower class of Irish by the retention of the body
amidst the survivors under circumstances of imminent danger, a
comparative immunity has been ascribed to the practice which
they maintain of washing the corpse immediately after death.
Amongst the lower class of the English and Scotch population
of the towns, this important sanitary rite is extensively neglected,
and the corpse is generally kept (except the face) with the sordes
of disease upon it. The occurrence of such cases as have
already been mentioned, § 31 and § 40, of the propagation by
contact of discases of a malignant character, may probably
be sometimes ascribed to this neglect. The ablution, whether
with tepid or cold water, as a general practice, is a protec-
tion against cases of protracted syncope or suspended ani-
mation. Besides these cases, there are others of a judicial na-
ture which cannot be termed extraordinary amidst a population
where deaths from accidents or one description of violence or
other, a large proportion of them involving criminality, amount
in England and Wales alone to between 11,000 and 12,000 per
annuni.  Cases have ocewrred of violent deaths discovered on
cxhumation, and on judicial examination where marks ol violence
have been covered by the shroud, and where the coflin has been
closed on primé facie evidence of murder,
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90 Natureof the Lstablishments for the Receplion of the Dead.

Between the every-day dangers arising from the undue retention
of the dead amidst the living, and all real dangers and painful
apprehiensions, a course of proceeding has been taken at IFranckflort,
and several cities in Germany, which has hitherto been perfectly
successful as a sanitary measure, and highly satisfactory to the
population.

§ 95. A case is stated to have occurred at I'ranckfort, where, on
taking to the grave a child which had died immediately after its
mother, who had been just interred, on opening her coffin the
eye of the supposed corpse moved, and she was taken out and re-
covered. She stated that she retained sensation, but had utterly
lost all power of volition, even when the coffin was closed, and she
heard the earth fall upon it.

§ 96, This case, and some others which have undoubtedly
occurred in Germany, led to the establishment of houses at
Franckfort and Munich for the reception and care of the dead
until their interment ; and similar establishments have now been
attached to a large proportion of the German cities, under regula-
tions substantially the same. The State regulations of interments
at Munich (translations of which, and of those at I'ranckiort, toge-
ther with plans showing the construction of the houses of reception,
I have given in the Appendix) have this recital :—

«« Whereas it is of importauce to all men to be perfectly as-
sured that the beings who were dear to them in life are not torn
from them so long as any, the remotest, hope exists of preserving
them,~—so death itself becomes less dreadful in its shape when one
is convinced of its actual occurrence, and that a danger no
longer exists of premature interment.

« T'o afford this satisfaction to mankind, and to preclude the
possibility of any one being treated as dead who is not actually so ;
{o prevent the spread of infectious disorders as much as possible;
to suppress the quackeries so highly injurious to the health of
the people; to discover murders committed by sccret violence ;
and 1o deliver the perpetrators over to the hands of justice ;—is
the imperative duty of every wise government; and in order to
accomplish these objects, every one of which is of the greatest
importance, recourse must be had to the safety, that is to say
the medical police, as the most efficient means, by a strict medical
examination into the deaths occurring, and by a conformable in-
spection of the body.” ’

‘The regulations provide that, on the occurrence of the death,
immediate notice shall be given to the authorities, who shall cause
the body to be removed to the house of reception provided (which at
Munich is a chapel where prayers are said) for its respectful care.
At the edifice of the institution at I'ranckfort, an appropriate ap-
paratus is provided for the requisite ablutions with warm or tepid
water: the body is received, if it be of a female, by properly

at Franckfort, Munich, and other parts of Germany, 91

appoinied nurses, who perform, under superior medieal superin-
tendence, the requisite duties. The spirit of the regulations of
these institutions (vide Appendix) may be commended to atten-
tion; for il it be a high public duty, which is not questioned, to
treat the remains of the dead with respect and reverence, it follows
that public means should be taken in every stage of proceeding,
{o protect individuals against the violation of that duty; where
private individuals are, as they almost always are and must be,
especially in populous districts, compelled to call in the aid of
strangers for the performance of such ministrations as those of
purifying and enshrouding the corpse, such securities as are exem-
plified in these regulations should be taken that those duties are
confided to hands invested with responsibilities, and having a
character of respectability, if not of sanctity, At Munich, they
are intrusted to a religious order of Nuns. At Iranckfort a
private room is appropriated for the reception of each corpse,
where regular warmth and due ventilation and light, night and

day, are maintained. Here it may be visited by the relations or

friends properly entitled. On a finger of each corpse is placed a
ring, attached to which is the end of a string of a bell,* which on
the slightest motion will give an alarm to one of the watchmen
in nightly and daily attendance, by whom the resident physician
will be called. Each body is daily inspected by the responsible
physician, by whom a certificate of unequivocal symptoms of death
must be given before any interment is allowed to take place.
The legislative provisions of the institution of the house of recep-
tion at [Mranckfort are thus stated :(—

The following are the regulations regarding the use of the house for the
receplion and care of the dead, which are here made known for every one’s
observance. :

(1.) The object of this institution is—

a. To give perfect security against the danger of premature inter-
ment. ‘

b. To offer a respectable place for the receplion of the dead, in order
to remove lhe corpse from the confined dwellings of the survivors.

(2.) The use of the reception-house is quite voluntary, yet, in case the
physician may consider it necessary for the safety of the survivors that the
dead be removed, a notification to this effect must be forwarded to the
Younger Burgermeister to obtain the necessary order.

(3.) Even in case the house of reception is not used the dead eannot
be interred, until after the lapse of three nights, without the proper certi-
ficate of the physician that the signs of decomposition have commenced.
In order to prevent the indecency which has formerly occurred, of ye-
paring too early the certificate of the death, the physiecian shall in future
sign a preliminary announcement of the occurrence of death, for the sake
of the previous arrangements necessary for an interment, but the certificate
of death is only fo be prepared when the corpse shows nuequivocal signs of
decomposition having commenced. For the dead which it is wished to
place in the house of reception, the physician prepares a certificate of re-

* Vide Appendix.—Regulations and Plans of the Building, forming part of the
Institution. . .
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92 Efects of appropriate Lstablishmenls for the Receplion

moval. This cerlificate of removal can only be given aller the lapse of
the different periods, of six hours; in sudden death, of twelve hours; and
in other cases, twenty-four hours,

§ 97. A German merchant, now resident in London, who took
great interest in the institution, infor.ms me that he_ \.'lSlt(_‘d it in
company with his friend, one of the inspecting physicians of this
house of reception. His attention was there atiracted by the
corpse of a beautiful ehild :—that child turned out not to be dea(-l,
and he himsell saw it alive and recovered. No such event Is
known fo have occurred at Munich,

This gentleman, and Mr. Koch, our consul at Franckfoyt, who
obtained for this Report the plans of the house of reception and
the regulations for interment in that city, bo‘th a.ttest' fl:om. exten-
sive knowledge of its population, that the eflect of this institution,
of which all classes avail themselves, is, on tll.e part of the poorest
and most susceptible classes, to allay all feelings of reluctance to
part with the remains, and to create, on the contrary, a general
desire for their removal from the private house carly after death,
that they may be placed under the care of skl}ful and 1'espon'31})le
officers.  The aggravation and extension of fllsease to the living
is thus prevented ; the protraction of the pain of the weaker and
more susceptible of the survivors, arising from the und:u'e retention
of the remains, and the demoralizing effect of familiarity \Ylth
them on the parts of the younger, and those of the least susceptible
of the survivors, are equally avoided. _

The following is an extract from an official report made for
this inquiry through the English Ambassador, on the operation
of similar regulations at Munich :— :

« The arrangements made for the speedy removal of the body
after death are considered highly beneficial in a sanative point of
view, as tending fo check the spread of contagious and unclean
disorders, more particularly in the crowded parts of the town.

« At the same time the great care and attention paid to the
bodies in the place where they are deposited, the precautions taken
in cases of re-animation, and the ascertammg.beyoud a doubt the
actual oecurrence of death, are sufficiently satisfactory to the sur-

riving relations, _

‘“‘l‘n'i‘he examinations also which take place immediately after
death have been found equally useful in detecting the emplqymept
of violent or improper means in caus.ing de.alh, as wc!l as m dlg-
covering the existence o{"l any contagious disease against which it
i importance fo guard,

N (‘)‘f 'Zl[}hgre is only m%e burial ground for the whole city of Munich,
on a scale sufficiently large for the population, ,::nd open to Pro-
testants as well as Catholics, without dlstmc.tlo_n.

§ 98. The practical means for the accomplishment of such an
alteration of custom in the mode of keeping the remains of the
deccased, preparatory to interment, in the towns of Emgland, may

o —

and Care of the Dead previously to Interment. 93

be further considered in connexion with the remedial measures, for

the reduction of the great and unnecessary expense of funerals,

Mur. Hewitt states the practical need of some such accommo-
dation of survivors for the temporary reception of the dead in the
crowded districts, independently of the high considerations on which
the intermediate houses of reception at Franckfort and Munich
and other parts of Germany were established.

_ The house in which my foreman lives is seldom unoccupied by a corpse.
During {he last week there were three at one fime. The poor people speak
of the inconvenience of having the corpse in their honse, where they have
only one room for their family. Itis customary for me to say, “Very well,
then, you may be accommodated ; the body may be brought fo our house,
and kept until the time of the funeral, when you and your friends may
come fo the house and put on your fittings and follow the body to the
ground.” This is done: men and women come to the house, put on hools,
searves, coats, and hathands, and follow the body tothe ground. The body
is somelimes removed under these circumstances from the room of the
private house where the death has taken place, but it is most frequently
done when the death of a poor person has occurred in an hospital, a work-
house, or a prison, and it is wished to bury them respectably, but where
it would be inconvenient to remove them to the only room which the family
have to live in. I believe that all the undertakers receive deceascd persons
in their houses and keep them for burial.

Judging from the particular instances coming within your own expe-
rience, do you believe that if arrangements of a superior order were made
for the reception of bodies and keeping them under medical care previous
to interment, the accoinmodation would be deemed a boon ?—Yes; it
would be a boon fo a great many classes, especially the poorest. It would
be a great nccommodation also fo many persons of the middle classes—
shopkeepers, who only keep the under part of their houses and let off the
upper patts. On the oceurrence of a death these classes are as much in-
convenienced by the presence of a corpse as are persons of {he labouring
classes. And yet there are few who like to have a burial take place in less
time than a week. To such persons as these it would certainly be a very
great accommodation {o have an infermediate house of reception for he
due care of the body until the proper time of interment.

Myr. Thomas Tagg, jun., an undertaker of extensive business in
the city of London, states, that ¢ besides the poorest classes who
die at hospitals and are buried by their friends, and are some-
times taken to the undertaker’s premises, when more convenient
to the relatives of the deceased than to be removed to their own
houses, that respectable persons also from the country, who die at
an hotel or inn, or in apartments, are occasionally removed to the
undertaker’s uatil the coffins are made, and they can be conveyed
to the residence of their family, or their vaults in the country.”

§ 99. Mr. Wild gives other examples of the practice ; and states
that instances sometimes occur of persons of respectable condition
in life who cannot bear the painful impressions produced by the
long continued presence "of the corpse in the house, and who quit
it, and return to attend the funeral.

§ 100. Mr. P. II. Holland, surgeon and registrar'of Chorlton-
upon-Medlock, in Manchester, states an instance where a mother
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9 Inferior Places for the Intermediate Receplion

who had lost two of her children from small-pox (as she conceived,
{rom the refention in the house of the corpse of a child belonging
to another woman which had also died of the smail-pox) stated
that it would be a great boon to the poorer classes 1o provide
proper places to receive bodies until the convenient time of inter-
ment. The extent of benefit which such a provision would confer,
and which is attested by other witnesses of extensive experience,
will indeed be sufficiently manifest on consideration of the cireum-
stances under which they are placed.

§ 101. It is only submitted that suitable accommodation should
be provided for the removal and care of bodies, and given, as it
would be, as a boon. Confident statements are frequently made
that the removal of the deceased from private houses to any public
place of reception would be resisted ; but it appears on an exami-
nation of the cases in which resistance was made, that in most of
them the arrangements were really offensive, coarse-minded, and
vulgar, and such as to prove that the feelings of the relations and
survivors were little cared for by those who ought to have under-
stood and consulted them, In some cases of the lowest paupers
the retention of the body has been proved to have arisen froin a
desire to raise money, on the pretext of applying it to defray the
expenses of the funeral long after it had been provided for; but
the objection of the respectable portions of the labouring classes
are objections not to the removal itself, but to the mode and sort
of place in which it is commonly performed on the occurrence of a
death from contagious disease, in a bare parish shell, by pauper
bearers, fo the * bone-house” or other customary receptacle for
suicides, deserted or relationless, or, as they are sonietimes termed,
« God-forsaken people.” On the occurrence of the cholera little
difficulty was interposed by any class to the immediate removal
of the dead. The success of such a measure would depend entirely
on the mode in which it is conducted.

§ 102. In reference to all such alterations, it may here be pre-
mised that very serious practical errors are frequently created by
taking particular manilestations of feeling or prejudice, and as-
suming those prejudices to be impregnable, and assuming, more-
over, that any or every prejudice pervades the entire population.

Not only does the extent of the prej udices which are supposed to
stand in the way of regulations of the practice of interments, but the
difficulties of overcoming them, appear, from an examination of the
evidence, to be commonly much exaggerated ; but it appears that
the nature of the objections themselves is much mistaken: it ap-
pears, for example, that the prejudice against dissection often arises
less from a desire 1o preserve the remains in their living form than
topreserve them from profanation and disrespeet. In no part of the
country hes a more intense fecling heen manifested to preserve the
remains of the dead from dissection than in Secotland, where the
expense of safes made of iron bars, strongly riveted down, and

R A S

R e

and Care of the Dead in use in England. 05

of a watchman to watchit, forms a prominent item of the {uneral
charges. Yet when the studies of the schools of anatomy were
allowed to depend chiefly on the supplies of subjects stolen from
the graves, it is stated by practitioners who, whilst students, were
themselves driven to that mode of procuring subjects, that their la-
bours were frequently frustrated by the precautions the survivors had
taken to render the use of the remains for disscetion impossible

by putting quick lime into the coffin to destroy them. The same
precaution has been known to have been sometimes taken for the
same purpose in London; and yet by proper care and attention
to the feelings of the survivors, the practice of post-mortem
cxam_:mitions lias been extended, and the eonsent to the use of the
remains even for dissection in the schools has been frequently
obtained from the survivors. A witness of peculiar and extensive
opportunities of experience in several thousand cases was asked on
this point—

Have you had any reason to believe, that by careful and kind {reat-
ment of the labouring classes, {heir prejudices may be extensively over-
come ?—VYes, certainly. There was no prejudice stronger or more general
than that to post-mortem examinations, or o any dissection; yet Dy care
and by the inducement of the allowance of a better funeral, that prejudice,
has been exlensively overcome. The teachers of the medical schools, after
dissection of a Dbody, and its use for the advancement of medical know-
ledge, have made a liberal allowance for the interment of the remains;
such sums as three or four pounds have been allowed for that service.
When the relations of the poorest classes have expressed the common
aversion to a pauper funeral, and their pain at having to submit to it on ac-
count of their necessity, I have told them if they would allow the remains
to be taken {o a medical school, and be examined, the teachers would allow
!hem such a respectable funeral as they wish ; I have somelimes added, * It
is for the advancement of science ; personis of ihe highest rank and condi-
tion in society have directed their remains to be examined, and I do not see
what sound objection there can be to any of the poorest classes doing so.”
Whenever I have made the offer under such circumstancesit has gen21'ally
been accepted.

Of course after the examination at the schools, the remains were pro-
perly and respectfully interred 7—Yes they were, wherever the parties re-
quested, whether in or out of the parish—They frequently chose places
of interment out of the parish, and in some instances places two or three
miles distant, and almost always out of the fown.

Why was the burial mostly chosen out of the parish 2—Generally from
a dislike to the places and mode in which paupers were buried; to their
being putinlo a hole, where, perhaps, fifty others were, instead of having
n separate grave. They frequently made it & main condition, that the
remains should be buried out of the parish.

The means to ensure voluntary compliance with all salutary
regulations for the better ordering of interments, are those which
ensure real respect to the remains of the interred, and thus to the
feelings of the survivors. The widows’ and the mothers’ feelings
of reluctance fo part with the corpse would, from such measm'gs,
receive appropuiate alleviation.
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96 Proposed Establishments in Suburban Districts Liwamined,

Proposcd Remedies by means of separate Parochial Establish-
menis in Suburban Districls.

103. A set of remedies, as proposed in the Committee of the
House of Commons, and agreed to, has Leen before the publie, and
the chiel part of them embodied ina bill proposed to the House at
the close of the Session of Parliament of 1842. All the evidence
of disinterested persons which I have met with, all paid and expe-
rienced officers connected with parishes, whose interests would
perhaps be the least disturbed by parochial establishments, concur
in the conclusion that the measures proposed for ereating such
establishments would not diminish, but would rather diffuse, and
might even aggravate the evils intended to be remedied.

By the first clause it was proposed to enact—

That the rector, vicar, or incumbent, and the ehurch-wavdens of every
parish, township, or place in every such eity, town, borough, or place
vespectively, shall form a parochial commiltee of health for every such
parish, township, or place.

§ 104. The first observation which occurs on thisproposal is, that it
involves the formation of “a committee of health,” for the execution
of a sanitary measure, requiring the application of a very high
degree of the science applicable fo the proteciion of the public
health, and omits all provision of services of the nature of those
which would be required froma well-qualified medical officer. A
provision on a parochial scale would indeed preciude the regular
application of such service, except at a disproportionate expense.
As a remedy against undue charges on the smaller parishes, a
power of forming unions for the purpose is provided by the clause.

Or it shall be lawful for the rectors, vicars, or incumbents and church-
wardens of any two or more parishes, townships, or places therein, {o form
such parishes, townships, or places into & Union for the purposes of this
Act; and in such ecases the rectors, vicars, or incumbenis, and chuyeh-
wardens of each parish, township, or place so uniled, shall forma parochial
committee of health for suchi Union ; and all the powers hercinafter given
to any such committee may be executed by the majority of the members of
any such committee at any meeling.

It is agreed by the most experienced public officers, that even
a compulsory power to form unions of two parishes, but leaving the
union beyond that number optional, would be equivalenl. to a pro-
vision, that two and 2o more shall unite; but that a merely per-
missive power to unite would be nugatory, except perhaps in the
case of the smallest parishes: in other words, since there are in
the district to which the enactment would apply, in the metro-
polis, upwards of 170 parishes, it would imply the establishment
of upwards of 100 places of burial in such places as the following
clauses would enable the parishes to provide.

And be it enacled, that every such committee may provide a convenient

site of land for the burial of the dead of the district for which such com-
mittee shall be formed, which land shall not be in or within the distance of
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{wo miles from the precinels or ies i

minster, or the boro{lgh of Southl:'.('}z?l";c(,lz:'“i?; (:)frt\l\]r{iat}(:;;yoolfell;:oilllél g?a(::. \Xt(iSt-
city, town, borough, or place; and no land which shall he purchgsed }‘zln:
fnch purpose shall be within 300 yards of any house of the annual value of
‘l,ltl}é:e(::ilt]l?v(lenfc: ‘;tk::']itt?lhfl? ?r ornamental garden or pleasure-ground occupied
cupier of stiah hlouse). ¢ consent in writing of the owner, lessee, and oc-

An undertaker who has an extensive business, states that he has
for some time been desivous of purchasing a pieee of ground for
interments in the suburbs of the metropolis, as a private speculation
of liis own, and that he had been three years in looking out for a
plot that was suitable and purchasable, but has hitherto been unable
to procure one. Other witnesses, on similar grounds, doubt the
practicability of parishes procuring land, unless at enormous prices.

Supposing it were possible to procure separate plots for all the
parishes which will require them in the suburbs, there are pre-
liminary objections to the plan which relate to the suburbs them-
selves. :

§ 105. The suburbs, it may be submitted, not only require
careful protection on their own account, but on account of the
population of the crowded districts of the metropolis, which are
relieved by the growth of the suburbs. The progress of the new in-
crements to towns is, therefore, as a sanitary measure, entitled to
favourable protection. But the appropriation of vacant places,
without reference to any general plan, must create very frequent
impediments to the regular or systematic growth of the suburbs,
and can scarcely fail ultimately to deteriorate them, And by
the proposed measure the place of interments being removed, not
only without any securities for the adoption of new measures of
Pprecaution, such as will be shown to be requisite in the formation
and also in the management, of places of burial for a large popu:
lation, and the proposed machinery being such as to render it very
nearly certain that no improved arrangements can be executed in
s'uch burial-grounds, the measwre would simply effect the trans-
ference of common grave-yards from the old to the midst of new
suburbs; and this transference must be accompanied by the
creation of a new and apparently economical, but really extrava-
gantly expensive and permanently inferior, agency, for the manage-
ment of the new ground. i

§ 106. Theseresults admit of proof derived fromthe actual trial of
a system of parochial interments apparently differing in no essential
point, and especially in the nature of the agency and the scale of
establishments, from the plan proposed.

In the parvishes of St. Giles-in-the-Ifields, St. George, Hanover-
square, St. James, Westminster, and St. M artin’s-iﬁ-lhe-Fie]ds,
over-crowding of the burial grounds within the parish, between
forty and filty years ago, led the parish officers to obtain local
acts for the establishment of burial grounds in the suburbs. The
spaces then obtained were apart from any buildings. 'They ave
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98 Eaperience in respeet to Suburban Parochial

all now closely surrounded by them. The buvial grounds of the
parish of St. Giles-in-the-Fields having been the subject of an
investigation before the Committee of the House of Commons,
I have not made any inquiries with relation to them. Intho
suburban burial ground which belongs to the parish of St.
George, Hanover-square, which consists of two acres of land,
the interments have been for many years at the rate of about
1000 corpses per aunum. It is now in the centre of a dense town
populution. It has become the subject of complaints similar to
those made in respect to burial grounds in the ancient parts of the
metropolis; and it appears that there are cqually good arounds
for the discontinnance of the practice of interment there, and for the
selection of a burial place at a greater distance, notwithstanding
that the payments from individuals produce to the collective funds
of that parish a surplus beyond the expenditure of the manage-
ment of the ground.

§107. The arrangements for burial in the parishes of St. Maxvtin-
in-the-Fields, which has a population of 25,000, and of St. James,
Woestminster, which has a population of 37,000, where the suburban
burial grounds have not been crowded to the same extent, may be
adduced as a high class of examples of a change of practice to
extra-mural or suburban burials, and of management by a paro-
chial machinery. In the parish of St. James, Westminster—

The gross expenditure of the chapel and ground between the years 1789
and 1835 (46 years) amounfed fo £73,879 1s. 11d., and it is estimated that
{he cost of mainiaining the chapel and ground during that period over and

above the receipts was not less than £50,000, the whole of which was
drawn fromn the churchwardens under authority of the Act of Parliament.

But the chapel attached to the burial ground of this parish has
been converted into a chapel of ease, for the accommodation of
the inhabitants of the parish where it is situate, ‘The vestry clerk

of the parish states—

The pew rents, which formerly averaged only £150, now amount {o
upwards of £500 per annum, while the burial fees have decreased, and are
still deereasing in amount,

The intermenis of the middle class and more wealthy among the in-
habitants of fhe parish of St.James, which do not take place either in
the vaulis or grounds of or belonging fo the parish, are presumed to be
made in the neighbouring cemeteries, while the labouring class resort
chiefly, as T am informed, to the burial ground in Spa Tields, where the
fees are less by 2s. 9d. than at the Hampstead Road ground, the under-
taker’s charges being the same for each. _

Is the church fo be considered part of the burial ground ?>——Yes; it is.
The Act apparently contemplated only a place for the performance of a
service over the dead, not for services {o regular congregations. The
minister has a house on the ground, aud derives a porlion of his emolu-
ments from pew rents, derived from persons who ailend the ehapel from
the immediale neighbourhood—parishioners of St. Pancras parish; very
few, it any, of the parishioners of St. James, have pews there. The minis-
{cr, Dr. Stebbing, has a moiety of the pew rents, which now amount to
nearly £500 per annum,  His proportion of the burial fees may be about

£70 per annum.
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S.mce the commencement, has the income defrayed the expenses of the
burial ground ?—Since Dr. Stebbing has been the minister it has only just
paid the expenses ; but I am apprehensive that it will not continue to do
50, By the Act for the regulation of the chapel, any deficiency in the ex-
penditure is directed to be made good out of the moneys in fhe chureh-
wardens’ hands. Since {he establishment of the chapel it has been a drag
on the funds: a very severe one.

When the chapel was established were {here any houses round it ?—
Not any. _

What is ils condition in that respeet now >—It is now in the midst of
houses which are increasing in numbers.

_When asked, what was the condition of the burial ground, not-
withstanding the expenditure made upon it, he states that—

_ The ground, consisting of four acres, is in a very watery condition, but
15 considered capable of being effectually drained, the expense being the
only obstacle. °

Is it considered that the ground will hold more than it does >—Many
more ; and a much larger amount of burials for a number of years,

What are the objections to the ground ?—One objection among the
higher classes, and a very serious ane, is that it is very wet. Aftera grave
hz).st been dug, the water in it has risen, and the cofiin is lowered into the
wafter.

Has there been any expenditure upon it for rendering it atiractive by
planting or omamenting it ?—In former years it was planted with trees or
shrubs.; but as compared with the cemeteries it cannot pretend to any
aftractions. )

Is there anything in the circumstances of the establishment of the burial
ground and ehapel for 8t. James which do not render it a fair example of
any similar measure for an equivalent population in these times?—There
appear to be no ecircumstances to prevent it being considered a fair
example.

§108. The following is the account of the St. Martin’s suburban
burial ground, given by Mr. Le Breton, the clerk to the guardians
of the parish :—

What is the provision made for the burial of the poorer classes in the
parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields ?—The burial ground in Drury-lane in
1804 was considered to be full, when four acres of ground, situale at
Camden-town, were purchased and used as a cemetery. The plot was
then in what was considered the country : the distance of the spot is rather
more than two miles from the workhouse. Sinece its insti{ution it has
been completely surrounded by houses, and they are now building close
against the wall of the burial ground. Originally it was designed as a
better sort of burial ground, but since loss has been incarred by it and it
has not been found to be aftraclive ; two hundred pounds have recently
been expended upon it in planting it. Formerly it was so wet that when
persons went to funerals there they often found that the coffin was lei
down several feet in water or mire. This created an unpleasant sensation,
and the ground was drained at a great expense into the Fleet-ditch. The
objeetion as to the wetness of the ground does not now exist.

What have been the expenses, and the numbers of intermenis and
charges of the burial ground P—(The following statement was given in
answer to this question.)

The original cost of forming ground, &c., was ahout . £2,000
The price is a perpelual rent-charge of, for the 4 acres,
peramum .« v v o« . s . e o« o £100=£3,000
i 2
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100 Increased Bapenses tncilired for inferior

Establishment Charges :—

Chaplain’s salary perannum . . « £60
Sexton’s " " e 0. £SO
Keeping up ground by gardener . . . . £20
Paving rate per annum . . , . . £30

Compensation to St, Pancras. . . . . £
The chaplain and sexton have houses to dwell in, which
are kept in repair, insured, and the taxes paid by the
parish at & considerable expense . . . . . . £30
A private Act of Parliament was obtained, but at what cost does not
APpear. '
p'll‘he burial ground was formed in 1804, and the charges of it 1o this date
have exceeded £10,000 beyond the fees received. :

From 29th March, 1808, to 1st December, 1842,

Total number of burials at Camden-town since the
formation of theground . . « . « . . . . 10,982
Of these were non-parishioners . ., . . . . 1,987
" yaupers . Cor e e o« 4,624

’ buried in the cheapest ground where
monuments are not allowed . . . . . . . 1,002
Al burials for St. Martin in the Fields, 1841 . . , . 522
Registered deaths, 1841 . . . o . . . . . . 589

Beyond the expense of the establishment, have any inconveniences been
the subject of complaint by the parishioners ?—Yes; that the hours ap-
pointed by the chaplain are not those most suited for interments; that
they are often driven off until late in the evening, and in consequence of the
time being limited the service is performed in a hurried manner. In
respeet to position, the cemefery appears fo be convenient, and no one
within the district complains of any offence arising from it. My own view
is that there ouzht to be a central or some other supervision over ceme-~
feries: if there be not there will only be abuses and grounds of dissafisfac-
tion. :

Do you conceive that the experience of the parish of St. Marlin, of &
separate parochial cemetery, is applicable as an index to the general
charge upon the rate-payers in the other parishes of the metropolis, resnlt-
ing from the simple prohibition of interments in the town, and the permis-
sion to any two or more parishes to provide cemeteries for; in other words,
to the transference of burial grounds from the centre of the town to the
midst of the suburbs ?—Yes, T do consider it applicable : moreover, that
at the present time, it would be still more difficult to obtain sites within a,
reasonable disfance than it was in 1804: the expenses of separate
parochial grounds must therefore be much more considerable.

§ 109. The Rev. Wm. Stoue, the rector of Spitalfields, whose posi-
tion, as the minister of a large and populous parish, possessing one
of the best managed places of burial in the metropolis, gives him
peculiar opportunities of judging of the most advantageous admi-
nistrative arrangements, and entitles his observations to peculiar
weight, concludes his testimony in the following terms :—

1. As the clergyman of a pocr and populous parish, I should regret the
necessity of imposing any additional rate upon my parishioners, especially
any one which was likely to be regarded as & church rate; and I feel cer-
tain, that a rate assessed for the burial of the dead, and collected under the
tauthority of the rector and churchwardens, would be so regarded. Under
our present system, the burial of the dead is a source of profit; it yields an
annual surplus towards defraying the other expenses of the chureh; and it
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thus conspires with other circumstances to make the church-rate fall light
upon my parishioners. But in a population like mine any additional
impost would be felt ; and confounded, as in such a population it cerfainly
would be, with church-rate, it might operate mischievously or even fatally
against the church establishment of my parish, The same objection
would apply in principle to all poor and populous parishes. As a clergy-
man, too, I might add more personal considerations ; for, though the in-
cumbent, as the only permanent member of the committee of health, might
have some local prominence and weight, more, perhaps, than might every-
where be satisfactory to dissenters ; yet, in imposing pecuniary charges on
his parishioners, and levying penalties for the non-payment of those charges,
he would have duties unpopular enough fo outweigh the advantage of any
distinction conferred on him. ‘

2. Ifit is said, that o rate of 1d. in the pound would be too light to be
felt ; it may be said also that it would be too much so to answer its pur-
pose. It is commoanly calculated, that, in my parish, a rate of 6d. in the
pound realizes barely 5007, yet the population tobe provided with interment
is above 20,000. And as all the parishes about us are in much the same
circumstances this objection would apply equally to a union of parishes.

f]3. 'll‘l;ere is much that is objectionable in the proposed local committees
of health,

A local board would be less likely to possess the confidence of the
people. Indeed, it would Le exposed to the influence of personal interest
and local partialities; and still more so, if the majority of its members
were in oflice for a year or two only. A board of this kind may be.said to
exist already in my own parish, where a local Act of Parliament places
the burial ground in the hands of the parish officers. And it is but a few
Yyears since my attention was foreibly called to the insecurity of this local
arrangement by one of my parishioners, This parishioner, who was in-
timately and practically acquainted with the working of our parochial
system, represented to me the necessity of adopting increased precautions
for the protection of our burial ground, * for,” said he, ““a partial or inte-
rested parish officer might do almost anything he pleased with it;” and he
proceeded to name an individual, who had even intimated his intention to
do so as soon as he should come into office. There can he no donbt,
indeed, that any individual might doso. - It is impossible to say, to what
extent a tradesman so disposed might oblige his friends and customers, and
benefit himself; for as senior officer of the year he would have the sole
disposal of the burial ground, and receive all ‘payments for burials, private
graves, vaults, and the erection of monumental tablets, without any demand
upon those receipts, but a limited sum payable to the rector, and without
any inspective control over them but that of a board of auditors chosen
from his brother vestrymen. Irom my own observation, I do not think
that parish auditors are generally very accurate in their investigations.
But on a subject like the oue in question, they hardly could be so.  Even
supposing what is seldom, if ever, the case, that they had a practical know-
ledge of the subject, and conducted their investigations with the authorized
table of fees before them, they might in many instances be eluded. During
the first four years of my incumbeney, the parish officers reported their
receipts for burials at the average amount of 215/. a-year, which sum,
after the deduction of 1257 secured to the rector, left an annual surplus of
902 At that time it was generally held to be a point of official lionour,
that the amount of this surplus should be kept secret out of doors. It was
kept secret even from the rector; and it may serve at once to show the im-
policy of secrecy, and the extent to which local authorities are distrusted,
that my predecessor always had his misgivings on the subject. Though
remarkable for the mildness and amiability of his disposition, he could
hever surmise any more innocent misapplication of this surplus, than that
it was alienated from the church for the relief of the poor rate.
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A constant change in the majority of a local board would be most unfa-
vourable to uniformity of system, efliciency, and economy. Upon this
ground I believe the church'to be & great Joser by the oftice of church-
warden. An individual charged with raising and expending the ecclesi-
astical finances of a parish for a year only is little likely to perform those
duties as well asif he had a more permanent authority. To say nothing
of his having wmore temptation to indolence, and fo an oslentatious ‘or in-
terested profusion, he labours under the unavoidable disadvantage of
inexperience. By the time that he becomes efficient in his office, he is
calted upon to retire from it.

A local board would want many other advantages of a more publicly
constituted authority. Supplied with members by the casualtics of
parochial office, it could not always command a_high order of intelligence.
It would necessarily be limited in its opportunities of observation ; aud, as
it could not malke its purchases and regulate its current expenditure to the
same advantage as if it acted on a more extensive scale, it would, of course,
prove less economieal to the public.

In fact, from all my local observation, I am led to hope that, in ve-
moving the interment of the dead from populous towns, the Legislature
will adopt not a parochial but a comprehensive national plan for the
purpose.

Mr. Drew, the vestry clerk and superintendent registrar of
Bermondsey, makes similar objections to the proposed machinery ;
that «the persons nominated to carry out such a measure in
parishes would not be satisfactory to the inhabitanis, even if they
were disposed to act.”

Mz, Corder, the clerk to the Strand Union, was asked upon

this subject—

What do you believe to be the prevailing opinion in your Union on the
subject of town interménts?—I believe there is a strong and growing
opinion against the practice of interring in London and ils immediate en-
virons. I believe that public feeling generally is opposed to that custom,
as being prejudicial 1o herlth, and often more distressing to the feelings
of the survivors than interments would be in a more distant and less
familiar and frequented spot. :

Do you think the parishioners of London parishes would approve of
separate and distinet parochial cemeteries P—~No, T think they would prefer
having one or more cemeteries on a very extensive seale to having paro-
chial cemeleries which, in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, would, X
think, be found almost impracticable.

Do you think that parishes generally would object to the expense of pro-
viding cemeteries ?—I think that if separate parochial cemeteries were
established, the expense incurred would be so serious as to induce parishes
almost to submit fo the evils resulting from fown interments rather than
incur so heavy an expenditure. One of the advantages of having orie or
more cemeteries on a large seale would be that the expense would be
thereby proportionably and very eonsiderably diminished.

~ George Downing, a mechanie, and secretary fo « burial society,
it will be {ound, represents sentiments extensively prevalent
amongst persons of his own class in the metropolis.

Do you coneeive that any arrangements for the improvement of infer-
ments would be earried on more acceptably to the lahouting classes if
they were conducted by oflicers conneeted with the parish, or by a larger
and superior agency P—The working people would sell their beds from
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undér them sooner thian have any parish funerals: it is heart-rending to
them, and they would prefer ady other officers to the parish officers.

Do you find that they are prepared to have interments in the towns pro-
hibited ?—Yes, it has been very much debated upon since the scenes in the
churcliyards are rinde known, and they wish the bill to be carried. Iam
confident that every man inour club would petition to have the bill earried,
so that such scenes may be put a stop to. 1find {he opinion of the working
men on the subject is quite nniversal about it, They expect that Govern-
ment will provide the grounds and some means of conveyance.

Mr. Dix was asked—

Is it the expectation of the labouring and poorer classes that large public
cemeteries will be provided ?—Yes, that I think is the general opinion.

Do you conceive that Jarge cemeteries, on a nalional scale, will be more
nceepiable fo the Jabouring classes than parochial burial grounds, whether
in the present grounds er in burial grounds in the suburbs of the metropolis 2
—I think the national cemeteries wiil be much more popular.

If the burials of the working population could be performed in the more
ornamented and attractive cemeteries, such as those at Highgate and Kensal
Green, at the same expense 8sin any ofthe grounds within the town, would
there be any who would not be buried there ?~—I {hink very few.

Unequivocal proof is given of the dispositions of the labouring
classes in this respect by the fact that the number of inierments
of persons of those classes in cemeteries is increasing, even under
increased charges. For example, on examining the mortuary
registrics of tlic Westminster cemetery, to see what were the class
of persons interred, it appeared that the majority of the persons
interred in that, which is the cemetery most heavily charged
with burial fees, was of the labouring classes from St. George’s,
THanover-square. The fees for interment in the suburban
burial ground in the Bayswater-road, belonging to their own
parish, were 15s.; and interments in the trading buiial grounds
might have been obtained at lower rates: but the fees paid
for interment at the more distant cemetery are 30s: for each
burial. ‘The registries contained similar evidence in an increasing
number of interments of the labouring elasses from immediately
adjacent suburban parishes, such as Chelsea, Brompton, and
Kensington, of a disposition to make sacrifices, fo obtain inter-
ments in places that are more free from offensive associalions
{o them than those which aftach to the parochial burial

grounds.
Mr. Wild was asked—

So far as your experience goes, does the practice of interment in cemeteries
result from motives of economy or from choice of situation ?—From choice
of situation, or from dislike of the patochial burial-grounds; in nine cases
out of ten from preference of the situation and mode of interment in ceme-
teries ; the choice would indeed be general, if it were not for the .mcreascd
charges made by undertakers. The undertakers have generally increased
the funeral charges at the cemeteries above one-third. The number of men
taken out, whose whole day is occupied, make up the increascd charge.

You state, that but for the increased chiarge, the custom of interment in
cemeterics would be general; has the strength of the attachments to the
parochial ch.urch)'ard_s diminished »~—Yes, under the recent mquirics and ex~
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posures of the state of the churchyards they have almost vanished, But at
no time was the attachment to the parochial churchyards in town so strong
as in the country. In the country, even the poorer classes will pay the
sexton a fee of from 1s. 6d. to 2s. 6d., for “ keeping up the grave.” This
cannot be the case in the towns for want of space; parties who appoint their
places of burial, generally select a place on account of its quiet.

Do you believe that the wish to be buried where kindred are buried, is,
or would continue to be stronger, than a desire to be buried in well-provided
cemeteries ?—No; this is shewn by the increasing frequency with which
parties who have family vaults, desire to be buried in the cemeteries. Very
recently T performed the funeral of a lady belonging to a family who had a
vault in a church at Westminster—her husband had been buried in it. By
her will she desired to be buried at Kensal Green, and she had requesterd
that if the churchyvard at Westminster was closed, her husband’s remains
might Le brought and placed next to hers in the cemetery. There were
other members of the family besides her husband buried in the fawily vault.
Such instances are now becoming very frequent,

Inasmuch as interments in cemeteries have generally increased the
charges of interment, is it not to be apprehended that unless some regula-
tions ona Jarger scale than of small localities be adopted, the inconvenience
arising in towns will increase the charges of these calamities to the poorest
of the middle classes and to the working classes, not to speak of the charges
on the poor’s rates, for the interments of paupers will also be increased by
districts 7—Yes; it has occurred to me that it will be so,

He expresses his conviction, however, that so strong is the
feeling at present against parochial interments, that if there should
be no legislative provision or interference for the public protection,
the parochial burial places being left open fo the competition of
private and trading burial grounds, in a very short time not one-
third of the present number of burials would take place in the
parochial grounds.

§ 110. The expense to the rate-payers of parishes for the trans-
ference of the interments to the suburbs would be necessarily very
high ; the expense of numerous separate parochial establishments,
if only on the scale of the establishments for the performance of
the funeral ceremony, and for such imperfect care of the ground as
that given in those described would be, at the least, between 25 and
30,000/ per annum. The proposed regulation of the distance of
cemeteries from human habitations—that they shall in every case
be two miles, not from houses, but from the metes and bounds of
London and Westminster, and “of any other city, town, or
borough,” as defined by the Municipal Act, and * which shall
contain more than 500 houses, the occupiers of which shall be
rated to the relief of the poor more than 10/ or upwards,” ap-
pear to be made without any local examination, or reference to
proper observations or experience.—Vide post, §§ 162, 163, and
164. 'The metes and bounds of several towns and places include
common lands and sites, sufticiently distant from any collections
of houses, to be the most eligible sites, and suitable soils for
cemeteries, which according to the best ascertained rule, should be
at distances proportioned to the numbers of inhabitants and pro-
bable burials, varying according to these numbers, from 150 to
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500 paces. All unnecessary increase of distance must be attended
with proportionately increased charges of interment to the poorer
classes : arrangements for preventing an increase of the expense of
conveyance of the remains to distant places of interment, though
practicable under general regulations for large national ceme-
teries, would be impracticable on the plan ol numerous places of
interment with small separate establishments. Mr. Jefiryes, an
undertaker, who chiefly inters the poorest classes in the White-
chapel district, where the parockial interments are generally
diminishing, was more particularly questioned on this topie. -
What has been your experience in respect to the inferment of people of
the working classes at cemeteries, and at a distance from their residence, as
compared with burials near their residence? At what cemeferies have you
interred persons ?—At Mr, Barber Beaumont’s cemetery ; which is about
a mile and a half from Whitechapel ; and also at the cemetery which is at

the Cambridge Heath, Cambridge Road. T have attended, but not on my
own account, funerals at all the other cemeteries—Highgate, Kensal Green,

and others. L .
Supposing that interments within towns be prohibifed for all classes, and

that funerals for the future must be performed beyond the gas lamps or
the pavements; judging from the cases you have already had, what must
be the effect on the funerals of the labouring classes ;—supposing that no
other arrangements are made than that of allowing parishes, or any two of
them, to provide cemeteries at a distance from town ?—It will cerfainly in-
crease the expenses to the labouring classes, and increase the expenses to
the parishes generally, I perform funerals for the working classes at one-
third less than most others; yet I find that the extra expense of a funeral
only a mile or a mile and a quarterdistance, is about one pound per funeral
extra; this consists chiefly of the extra expense of conveyance,

Have you seen carriage conveyances or hearses for the conveyance of
bodies to the cemeteries without the use of bearers ?~~Yes, I have: but to
get a coffin out of the house, which sometimes has to_be got down stairs,
and is very heavy, four men at the least will be required,-and then four
men will be required to take it from the hearse at the cemetery, so that
men’s labour cannot be much less, even if they provide bearers at the
cemeteries, which is talked of : there will still be the extra expense of the

carriage, whatever that is.

§ 111. From the practical evidence already cited, §§ 87, 88,
it will be perceived, that notwithstanding this increase of expense,
the chaplain or curate, if unaided, cannot be expecled to perform
the service in a manner that will be more satisfactory to the sur-
vivors than in those parochial grounds which are now the subject
of complaint. The numerous successive services that may be ex-
pected to arrive on the Sunday must often unavoidably have the
appearance of being hurric(_l over, mld without assistance a.nd ap-
propriate superintendence will sometimes 1‘eftuy be so, whilst the
funeral of the person of better condition which takes p]_ace sepa-
rately, and at an appointed time, has its separate attention under
circumstances, giving rise to the appearance and creating the feeling
of an undue “acceptation of persons,” which it is said ought not
to be, and which the examination of practical examples will shrow,
need not be.  Inasmuch as, in the present mode, the clergyman’s
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attention must be absorbed with his own clerical duties, the
grave-yard and the material offices connected with it must be lelt
to be managed, as it is now, by a sexton and common grave-
~digger. No multiplication of the numbers of such poor men in
numerous extra-mural and parochial establishments will give
them education, or elevate their minds to act without super-
intendence, up to the solenmity aud delicacy of the duties to be
performed in any proposed altcration of custom., In such hands
the institution and service for the reception and care of the dead,
(which, with all its appliances, is one of the most clevated that
can adorn the civie cconomy of a large and civilized community, )
would be impracticable, or would become a common ¢dead-
house,” or a revoliing charnel. It may be confidently aflirmed,
thdt to accomplish what is needed to satisly the feelings of the
population, on the points on which they are so painfully sus-
ceptible, and to gain the public confidence requisite to carry
out all the sanitary appliances and improvements that ave requisite
in connexion with the practice of interment, would task the zeal
aud ability, and unremitting attention of any, the best stall’ of
educated medical men that could be procured for such a service.
The imiprovements which appear to be practicable, may be per-
ceived on a consideration of the information hereafter submitted,
as to what is already gained under arrangements of a compre-
hensive character.

§ 112. ‘The chief conclusions in respect to the proposed suburban
parochial interments deducible from the present experience appear
then to be, . : '

1. That the change of the practice of interments on the plan
of suburban parochial or establishments of separate unions of
parishes, while it gave immediate relief to the centre of the town,
would ereate impediments to the regular growth of the suburbs,
and, ultimately, as the interments inerease, diminish the salibrity
of the suburbs, §§ 107, 108.

2. That it would not wltimately diminish any injurious effects
arising {from the practice of interments amidst the abodes of the
living ; and that its chief cffect would be to transfer such evils
from the districts where they now prevail to the midst of the
population of other districts. §§ 105, 110.

3. That these results would only be obtained at a considerable
expense to the rate-payers of the parishes from whence the
practice of interments is transferred. §§ 107, 108.

4. That if burial in parochial grounds were transferred to such
a distance as not to interfere with the growth of the suburbs,
the increased distance of interments would occasion a propor-
tionate incicase of the expense of intermeits to the labouring

classes of the commumity. § 110. °
5. ‘That inasmuch as the difficulty of obtaining ihe means of
defraying the expense of such classes of interments is frequently a

Means for ensuring superior Interment at reduced Expenses, 107

powerful means of increasing the evil of the long delay of the
interments, the measures proposed would tend to increase the
most extensive and direct source of injury to the health and
morals of the survivors of the labouring classes—the long reten-
tion of the corpse in their crowded and ill-ventilated places of
abode. §§ 43, 44.

6. Thatinterment by a parochial agency would aggravate or
leave untouched the other objections to the present practice of
interments in the metropolis. §§ 98, 99, 111.

Practicability of ensuring for the Public superior Interments at
reduced Lapenses.

The subject which may next be presented for consideration
is Tiow far the pecuniary burthens may be reduced consistently
with the sentiments expressed by Jeremy Taylor, who deems
it «“ a great act of piety, and honourable, 1o inter our friends and
relatives according to the proportions of their conditioi, and so
to give testimony of our hope of their resurrection. So far is
piety ; beyond, it may be the ostentation and bragging of grief
to serve worse ends. In this, as in everything else, as our piety
must not pass into superstition or vain expense, so neither must
the excess be turned into parsimony, and chastised by negligence
and impiety to the memory of their dead.” ,

§ 113. It appears, from detailed inquiries, made of tradesmen of
experience and respectability, who have answered explicitly the
questions put to them, that the expense of the materials at present
supplied for funerals admit of a reduction under general arrange-
ments of, at the least, 50 per cent. The practical experience of
these witnesses would justify a dependence on their testimony as to
the possible reduction of expenses; especially in case the public
feeling should be gained to change from the practice of having
processions through the town to the practice of processions nearer
{o the cemeteries, by which the expenses of conveyance included
in Mr. Wild’s estimate would be diminished. It is stated by
the latter that the disposition evinced by the higher classes, is to
reduce expensive trappings. He statesi—

Is it not an ocewrrence of increasing frequency amongst the respectable
classes to express in their wills a wish to be buried plainly, and at moderate
expense ?—Ves, it is; and they sometimes fix sums, They fix such a sun
as £150, where it has been usual to expend such sums as £400 or £500.
Parties of respectability now Dlegin to object to wearing cloaks and long
hatbands. They ave also beginning to object to the use of feathers, and to
the general display. The system of performing funerals by wrilten contract
is also becoming very prevalent, It is so frequent with me that I must
have sotne printed forins,

Mr. J. Browning of Manchiester, member of the large society
alluded to, as comprehending 150,000 members, states that they
have evinced similar tendencies.

I have belonged to the Odd Fellows® Saciety and to the Foresters Society,
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and have served office in both in this town, Manchester. I have belonged
to them alout 13 years.

Do you find any alteration in the dispositions of the members of (hose
societies in respect to the ceremonies observed and the array at funerals?
—Yes, a very great alteration.

In what respect >—In Manchester and Liverpool it used to be the prac-
tice, when a member of either society died, that the members and the
officers attended decorated with their regalia, and followed the corpse in

rocession. They used to assemble in bodies, as many as two or three

undred, and there was a great deal of drinking. Now these sorf of pro-
cessions are put a stop to by members, and there is no regalia or proces-
sions used. Only a few members attend the deceased member, and they
attend only with Dlack scarfs, white gloves, and a black silk hatband, which
is considered respectful. But in some of the country places they still follow
the practice, and they will have the processions.

But the general tendency is to render the ceremony more simple ?—Yes,
and there is much less drinking in the towns,

§ 114. These manifestations are ascribable to a consciousness of
the incompatibility of funereal displays through the crowded streets
of populeus districts, and are consistent with the desire to obtain
proper respect for the deceased, shown in the objections to brief,

meagre, and hurried services, and in the selection of secluded and

decorated places of burial ; it is shown, indeed, by the removal of
the merefricious trappings, which have lost their effect, and the
preference of a more quiet simplicity which, under such circum-
stances, forms a better means of ensuring that respect.

§ 115." Assuming the practicability of the accomplishment in this
country of administrative arrangements such as have been accom-
plished, and are in habitual execution, abroad, to the great satis-
faction of every class of society, a primary regulation, which would
be practicable, would be to obtain for the public the opportunity
of obtaining, at various scales, supplies of goods and services for
funerals. To Mr. Wild the following questions were put:—

Do you believe it to be practicable, by proper regulations, greatly fo
reduce the existing charges of interments ?—Yes, a very great reduction
indeed may be made—at least 50 per cent,

May it be confidently stated that under such reductions, whatever of
respectability in exterior is now attached to the trapping, or to the mode of
the ceremony, might be preserved ?—Oh, yes; I should say it might, and
that they could scarcely fail to be increased,

Might not the expenses of the funerals of the labouring classes be greatly
reduced without any reduction of the solemmity, or display of proper and
satisfactory respect >-—Very considerable reductions may be made, and atten-
tion to propriety very greatly increased. One large item of expense is the
expense of bearers: they cost, for a walking funeral of an adult, 125, Nine
shillings of this expense would be dispensed with if the burial were at a
cemetery. This would go towards the expense of conveyance, and contribute
to the compensation: besides, it would avoid for the mourners the inconve-
nience and annoyance of walking through the crowded streets, often in wet
weather. Onecircumstance attending burial in cemeteries would be, a dimi-
nution of the number of mourners: this would occasion a diminution of the
expense of funeral fittings.

What is the lowest price for which a coffin is made ?—The lowest priced
coftin at this time, is the adult pauper’s coflin, with a shroud, but with no

consistent wilh tnereased iéspectability. 100

¢loth or nails, or name-plate or handles, and costs 3s. 6d. ; the contract is
usually for deal, inels thick, but they never are; ifthey were, they could not
Le supplied under 4s. ; they often break when laken to the grave.

What would be the price of a coffin deemed respectable by the labouring
classes, with name-plate and appropriate fittings complete, if manufactured
for an extensive supply ?—The average price of such coffins is now about
35s. ; but the sane quality of coflin might be supplied on a large scale for
nbout 17s.

What would be the price of coffins for persons of the middle class, if
supplied on a similar scale ?—The prices vary with them from 3/, to 10/ ;
1hey have frequently double coffins ; the same coffins might be supplied
from 30s. to 5L., or 50 per cent. less.

§ 116. Mr. Hewitt, whose testimony has already been referred to,
states, that under general arrangements, it would be practicable
to alleviate the evil of the expense to an extent which would
appear incredible. e says—

T have so far carefully considered the subject, that T should be ready to
take a contract for the performance of burials at the following rates :—For
a labouring man, 14, 10s. without burial fees ; for a labourer’s child, 15s.,
for a tradesman, 2l 2s.; fora tradesman’s child, 14 1s.; for a gentleman,

G6l. 7s. 6d.; for a genitleman’s child, 3/. 10s. These expenses are for
“walking funerals ;” the expenses of hearses and carriages would depend

“on the distauce, and would make from one {o iwo guineas each carriage

extra,

All these, with the same deseriptions of coffins, and with the same
respectability of attendance >—Yes, on the scale of about half the existing
burials in the metropolis; if it were for the whole, it might be done much
Letter, and in some instances perhaps at a greater rate of reduction,

§ 117. Mr. Wild gives, on similar grounds, the following estimate
of the practicable rates of expenses of interment with all decent
appliances :—

Tradespeople. ) Mechanies.

— Adults, Children, Adults. Children.

From, To. From. To. | From. To. | From. To.

£ s |L sl s |E s |E s L5 L s £ oo

Coffin . .« . |1 614 4]|015(1 10010171 5|010]0 15
Fillings, &e o+ .|013]2 0j010(1 O CI0|01510 5710 10
Sllnl.h'i.ES » . . e .. .. . .. .. e e
Conveyance .« |1 1]4 4|1 132 2 61711 1101011 1
MTotals . . |3 2010 812 64122 4|3 11 5|2 6

§ 118. Next to the arrangements practicable for the regulation of
the supplies of goods, the most important practicable arrangements
for reduction of expense are those which may regulate the services
necessary for interments, The item set forth in the above estimate
ol the charge for conveyance is on the supposition of separate
conveyance in the present mode to the distant cemetery. With
reference to the charge for the poorer classes, Mr. Wild was
asked—

Might not several sets of mourners be carried in one conveyance ?—
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bearers for mechanics is 125, for the adults, or 3s. per bearer. 1 was
asking one of fhe parish bearers what he was allowed, as the charge was
included in the burial dues, which were 12, 55, 6d. He told me they were
paid 6d. per bearer, or 2s. the set. IIe fold me that they had borne six to
the grave that moring, and he had earned 3s. himself. This &t the usual
charge would have been 3% 12s.; but properly provided bearers at the

- Bt Yes; that has often occurred fo me, and it would tend to reducethe expense

T R materially, When fwo or three children have died in one sireet, and they

B 11 have had to be buried in the same cemetery, I have asked the parents

L He whether, as they had to go to the same place, they objected to go in the

. same conveyance, and they have frequently stated that they had no ob-
i jections. These were of the more respectable classes of mechanics.
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: In the fittings up of the coffins, is it considered that these would be as cemetery might reduce the charges still further, perhaps to 3d. each 8
gl good as those now used >—Quite as good. case. i
| % ) § 119. Onelarge item in the expense of funerals in the metropolis § 121, Before submitting for consideration any detailed arrange- E -
B3 and populous districtsis the expense of bearers, § 115, who are pro- ments for securing, in a manner satisfactory to the people, g
vided for each separate funeral. This expense is about 12s. for a bcttel: funerals at less oppressive charges, it is necessary to
set of bearers for the funeral of an adult ‘of the working classes. premise, that there appear to be no grounds to expect the
Al Formerly common bearers were provided by the several parishes extensive spontaneous adoption of improved regulations by the OB
- A in the metropolis. Any arrangements of a national character labouring classes without aid «b extre. The labour of com- i
3} would include the provision of a better regulated class of bearers municating information to them, to he attended to at the time RN
HiE at a greatly reduced expense. In the cowrse of the examina- it is wanted, would be immense. Their sources of information r
tion of Mr. Dix, the following information was elicited :— on the occurrence of such events are either poor neighbours, G

as ignorant as themselves, or persons who are inferested in

, 1t has been suggested that, if the hearse were always used, the expense A . . A :
il of bearers would be dispensed with in walking {unerals., What do you misleading them aud profiting Dby their 1gnorance, to continue
B gonceive would be the case >—1I conceive that that would not be the case, expensive and mischievous practices, As against such an evil as
Ui Eas}r}nuch as 1(t1 \iyouldlr}:eq;nrc bes;.retr‘s to removei}l;etlir})c_ly gl:?ﬁm tlltle ho_u;iet hI) the undue retention of the bodies amidst the living the usual :
e i e hearse, and from the hearse to the grave. Bat this difficulty might, > s ' . T
R 3 ‘ would suggest, be, fo a great extent, obviated by the establishment of m.olgle of eﬂgcllmg{" arlc.h? "gef “_0“1(! be TS]mply by a pr Ohlbltm) -
TN public bearers, who should have the exclusive right of removing all corpses, ordinance, § 91, of which infor mation °‘fld be -conveyed practi-
Rl and whose rate of payment should be fixed. ca]}y b_y .the enforcement of penalties for disobedience of the law,
L What is the present rafe of payment of bearers to the grave for the | which it is assumed they know. T'he appointment of a responsible
g labouring classes ?—It is 2s. 6d. each. _ ‘ agency, which would be respected, to convey the information of
1 If public bearers were appointed, what might be {he expense ?—Much ; A L . .. .
A Jess than one-half: ; what may be deemed requisite for the protection of the living ‘S[ .
i Do you think thaf this principle of management wonld be satisfactory fo and exercise Enﬁuence to initiate a change of practice, appears to ol
- HI the working classes ?—It is in fact an old method. Formerly fhere were all the practical witnesses examined, § 102, to be a preferable 'l‘ e

beavers in all pavishes, appointed by the churchwardens, In the parish of course, as being the most suitable to the temper of the people,

St. Margaret’s, Westminster, and in most of {he cily parishes, the practice and as Deing the least expensive, as well as the most efficient.

‘B continues to this day,! In the form of bills of the various parish dues the T ) lezol ) . 1 .. . i
3 | iR charge for bearers yemains o the present day. ie very desolate and unprotected condition of the survivors of i .
e Were these parish bearers less expensive than ofhers >—No ; they were ihe poorest classes, on the occurrence of a death in large towns, . '
Rt . . . . i
5T not. Lo discontinged I , 2 of these b f appears to render some infervention for their guidance and pro- A
TH \J " — Y, o ¥ » . - . - o
i Why were they discontinued ?—In_consequence of these bearers often fection at that momeut peculiarly requisite, as a simple act of .
Rt bhecommg underfakers themselves, which created a jealousy amongst the beneh s, M. Wild w ked -
frade, who refused to employ them, and the parishes had no power to enencence. L. AvHd was askedt— ) : S
compel their employment. Also in eonsequence of the men being elecied Amongst the pooter classes, is not the widow often made ilt during the . .

by the churchwardens ; they were seldom elected until they became of an
age {hat rendered them incapable of performing the duties properly. They
were not properly dressed, and were under no confrol. In recommending
public bearers, 1 presume they wounld be under a different control than a
parochial one or than the churchwardens. I would add, however, that
as one set of bearers cannot carry a corpse more than a mile, I would
only propose them in aid of the hearses.

§ 120. Mr. Wild, who had previously volunteered the suggestion
as to the means of reducing the expenses of conveyance, by arrange-
ments on an extensive scale, ohserves, further, in reference to the
bearers— ,

“ My first view as to the possible economy of funerals, was derived from
seeing 1hat parish bearers were often made use of, The present charge for

protracted delay of the burial 7—VYes, very often. They have come to me
m lears, and begged for accommodation, which I have given them. On
observing to them, you scem very ill; a common reply is, ©“ Yes, I feel very
ill. Iam very much harassed, and I have no one to assist me.” I infer
from such expressions that the mental anxiety occasioned by the expense, ad
want of means to obtain the money, is the frequent cause of their illness. My
opinion is, that unless the undertaker gave two-thirds of them time or ac-
commodation for payment, they would not be able to bury the dead at all.

You state that they have no persons to assist them; do they frequenily,
or ever, on such oceasions, see any persons of education, or of influenee, from
whom they might receive aid or advice ?—I1 never hear of such persons
unless they happen to be connected with soie local association, when the
survivors are visited and get advice, and sometimes relief.

If any gentleman were fo visit them as a public ofticer, as the oflicer of
a board of health, would his reccommendations have influence with them ?=—
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112 Unprolected condition of Widows and Poor Persons.

Very great: the doctor now has the greatest influence with them, but he
does not attend them after the death.

John Downing, a mechanic, the sccretary of a Burial Society,
whose duty it was to visit the remains of the deceased members,
was asked—

After the death of the parfy have you ever, in visiting the deceased, met
any professional person or any gentleman attending to give advice or con-
solation fo the widow >—No. Never to my knowledge.

Then on what advice will the widow act on the occurrence of a death #—
On the advice of the poor people in the neighbourhood, or of any friends or
relatives that may chance {o call upon them; but I never knew cither
medical man or minister attend professionally to give advice or consolation.

Is any nofice of the death sent to the minister?—The working-classes
never think of that j the first thing and the only thing thought of by them
is o scrape together {lie money for the funeral,

Do you think that a medical officer, an officer of public health, attending
gratuitously to inspect the body and regisler the cause of death, and fo give
advice as to the proper means of conducting the funeral, and the steps to
be faken for the health of the living would be respectfully received and have
influence ?—1 am very confident that he would have a very hearty wel-
come. I think a deal of benefit would be derived from it to the feelings as
well as the health of the parties.

§ 122. The curate of a populous district mentioned to me, asillus-
trative of the practicein the crowded neighbourhoods in the metro-
polis, that he had for a time lived in a house let off in lodgings to
respectable persons in the middle ranks of life, und though his
proﬁ;ssion was knownin the house, yet three deaths had taken place
in it of which he had no notice whatever, and only knew of themat
the time of the funeral. All the witnesses who have had experience
amongst the labouring classes, concur in the expression of confi-
dence that the visits and intervention of a public officer would at
such a time be well received by the poorest classes.

Mr. Hewitt was asked—

Do you conceive that respectable officers visiting the house of all classes
of the deceased immediately after the death, as medical officers and officers
of public health, to inquire as to the causes of death and register them,
would long fail to acquire powerful influence in the suggestion of volun-
tary and beneficial sanitary arrangements ?—I think that an officer ap-
pointed from the first class of physicians would be better received than a
local medical man—as an officer of the public health, whose opinions woukl
be more prized, and consequently would be sure to be received by all most
respectfully. Such an officer is calculated te do more good than can easily
l&e conceived, and would be able to execute such duties over an extensive

istriet.

Would they have that sort of faith in a physician that they would not have
in any local medical officer ?—They would receive well any gentleman, and
would act upon his advice,

On the occurrence of a dealh, is there any one person of education, or
of superior condition in life, who comes near the working classes ?—Not
oune that I am aware; no one allends for such a purpose; if any such
person comes it must he accidental.

It may perhaps be presumed that it is rare that any death oceurs with-
out some medical man or medical officer having attended the ¢case?—Very
few, and in those cases inquests are usually held.

Lrovision forthe Registration of the Sact and cause of Death. 113

In ihe majorily of cases, therefore, the labouring ¢lasses, on the occur-
rence of a death, are left cither to the advice of any interested person who
may come amongst them, or to the influence of their equally uninformed
neighbours ?—Yes, certainly, that is the case.

§ 123. The principle of the measure proposed, <. e. a certificate of
the fact, and the cause of death, given on view of the body, and the
non-interment without such certificate, has been in operation per-
haps during two centuries. In the year 1595, orders were issued by
the Privy Council to the justices, enjoining them, that wherever the
plague appeared, they would see that the ministers of the churek,
or three or four substantial householders, appointed persons to view
the bodies of all who died, before they were suffered 1o be buried.
They were to certify to the minister or the churchwarden, of what
discase it was probable each individual had died. The minister or
the churchwarden was to make a weekly return of the numbers in
his parish that were infected, or had died, and the diseases of
which it was probable they had died. These returns were to be
made to the neighbouring justices, and by them to the clerk of the
peace, who was to enter them in a book to be kept for the purpose.
The justices, who assembled every three weeks, were to forward
the results to the Lords of the Privy Council. It is supposed
that this scheme of registration gave rise to the bills of moriality,
which have been preserved without interruption from the year
1603 until the present period. It is conjectured also, that the
appointment of * searchers’ originated at the same time. The
alarm of the plague having subsided, the office of searcher was,
until the recent appointments of registrars under the new Regis-
tration Act, given by the parish officers to two old women in each
parish, frequently pew-openers, who, having viewed the body,
demanded a fee of two shillings, in addition to which they expected
fo be supplied with some liquor, and gave a certificate of the fact
and cause of death as they were informed of it, and this certificate
was received by the minister as a warrant for the interment.

§ 124. The Rev. Mr. Stone observes on this {opic—

It would be well if the burial of the dead could be expedited by
some agency created for the purpose; something, for instance, like the
obsolete office of searcher. I never heard but one person make an objec-
tion even fo fhose inferior functionaries, and that one was an educated person,
who would probably have withdrawn the objection, had the agency been
one of a more refined, intelligent, and concilialory characler. It might be
a more delicate matler fo secure the removal of the corpse to be deposited
elsewhere for any considerable time before the burial; though, judging
from one praclice, which has fallen under my observation, I feel justfﬁed
n supposing, that even this would not be met with universal repug-
nance. A.similar thing is now often done spontancously from a pecuniary
motive, and for the,purpose of evading burial dues. In my parish ground,
and, I believe, in others, the fees for the burial of a non-parishioner,
or person dying out of the parish, are double those payable for a pa-
rishioner. But, if the underlaker employed is a parishioner, this extra
payment is easily evaded, by his accommodating the corpse on his own
premises. It is brought there some time before the burial, and frequently
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114 Objections to the abandonment of the public necessities’

from a considerable distance ; it then becomes & resident parishioner, and
forthwith claims the privilege of a parishioner. It claims to be admitted
into our burial ground at single fees; and, of course, the claim so made
cannot easily be disallowed. Indeed, by a liitle management, this
smuggling of dead bodies may be effected so that my clerk and sexton,
the only officers in my preventive service, may themselves know nothing
about it. It is probable, however, that such sanilary arrangemenis as
those adverted to would be best facilitated, and it is certain that much
mischief would be entirely prevented, by a reduction in the amount of
burial expenses. Indeed these expenses ought, il possible, to be reduced
for the sake of all classes, whether they arise from too high a rate of
burial fees, from the prejudices of the people, or from the advantage that
may be taken of those prejudices or other circumstances by a class so
directly and deeply inferested as the undertakers.

§ 125, Several physicians of eminence in the metropolis, who are
conversant with the state and feelings of families of the middle
and higher classes on the occurrence of a death, have expressed
their confidence, that the most respectable families, who are
stunned by the blow, and are ignorant of the detail of the steps to
be taken when a death has occurred, would gladly pay for the
attendance of any respectable and responsible person, on whose
information they might, under such circumstances, rely. As
already stated, the physician takes no cognizance of the arrange-
ments for interments, and knowing the feelings that commonly
arise when the undertaker’s bill is presented, carefully avoids
giving advice, or doing anything that may implicate him with the
arrangements for the interment.

§ 126. In opening the consideration of remedial measures, it
appears incumbent to represent that there are many who, viewing
what has been accomplished abroad, and the inconvenience expe-
rienced in the metropolis in respect to the oldest private trading
burial grounds, object on principle to the abandonment of acknow-
ledged publie functions and services, and to leaving the necessities
of the public as sources of profit to private, and (practically for
every-day purposes) irresponsible associations. They submit, that
if the steps in this direction cannot be retraced, the public have
claims that at all events they shall be stayed. Such opinions
may, perhaps, be the best represented in the following portion of
the communication from the Rev, Wm. Stone.

1t may be thoueht that, in alluding fo these private burial grounds, I
have expressed myself strongly, and indeed T am not anxious to disavow
having done so. The subject seems fo me fo justify such a tone of expres-

sion. Inall ages and nations, the burial of the dead has been invested with
peculiar sanctity. As the office that closes the visible scene of human

existence, it concentrates in itself the most touching exercise of our afiec--

tions towards objects endeared to us in this life, and the most intense and
stirring anxieties that we can feel respecting an invisible state. And, ap-
pealing thus to common sympathies of our nature, it has been universally
marked by observances intended to give it importance or impressiveness.
The faith and usage of Christians have given remarkable prominence to
this duty. ‘The ecclesiastical institutes of our own country indicatea jealous

Jorgespectful Interment as sources of private profit, 115

solicitude for the safe and religious custody of the receptacles of fhe dead:
and there are few of us, perhaps, fo whom those receptacles are not hallowed
by thoughts and recollections of the deepest personal interest. It is veason-
able, then, that the reverential impressions thus accumulated within us
should shrink from the contaet of more selfish and vulgar associations, And
one may be excused for thinking and speaking sfrongly in reprobation of a
system which degrades the burial of ihe dead into a frade. Throughout
the whole scheme and werking of this system, there is an exclusive r:spirit
of money-gelting, which is revoltingly heartless ; and in some of its details
there is an indecency. which I have felt myself compelled to allude to in the
tone of strong condemnation. )

It is surely desirable that a state of things so vulgar and demoralizing,
should be put an end fo, but at present there seems no prospeet of it. Of
course, _dn_rmg the continuance of a competition such as I have deseribed,
our parishioners will never return to our parish burial grounds, and I have
already remarked, that if they did, they might not get interment there,
inasmuch as it would, perhaps, be found impossible to make our parochial
system meet the wants of any erowded population, There is little better
chance of the present offensive system of burial being superseded by the.
Joint stock cemeteries ; for fo the mass of our population these cemeteries
hold out hardly any advantages which are not possessed by the private
burial grounds, while they have to compete with those grounds under
disadvaniages greater, in some instances, than those which our church-
yards have to contend with. .

Indeed, even if it were practicable, I should be sorry to see our people
handed over for burial to a joint stock company. I am very far from saying
this out of any sympathy with the popular, and often indiseriminate and
unreasonable jealousy felt towards all joint stock companies. Nay, I see
obvious reasons why the cemeteries of such companies should be ‘a great
Improvement upon the present system of private speculation in hurial
grounds. And it may be thought that, as a clergyman and an interested
party, I may naturally prefer these cemeteries, because their proprietors,
unlike the private speculators, are required to indemnify the clergy for loss
of fees by some amount of pecuniary compensation. But I do sympathize
with the common repugnance to consign to joint stock companies the so-
Iemnities of Christian burial; and I believe that this repugnance is not
more common than it is strong. * And so,” said a highly intelligent
;éenl_leman, pointing to a cemetery of this class,  the time is come when

hristian burial is made an article of fraffic.” And since the legislature
has been reported to be contemplating the removal of burials from populous
places, it has been commonly suspected of having been led fo enterfain the
measure through the influence of joint stock cemetery proprietors. In fact
the repugnance in question is no more than what 1 have already adverted
to. Itis the state of feeling which shrinks from associating the fouching
and impressive solemnilies of burial with the profits of trade. So faras the
trading principle is involved, the joint stock company is no better than the
private speculator. However disinterested may have been the motives
which have induced some to become shareholders in these companies, and T
have been assured upon authority which I respect, that many have done so
without any expeetation or hope of profit upon their shares, yet the primary
and effective character of these associations is undeniably that of trading
associations, and they cannot be rescued from that character by even nu-
merous individual exceptions, Their managers, like the proprielors of the
private grounds, are assiduous in soliciting attention to their lists of prices;
and affiches, painfed in large lelters, and placed at various outlets of the
metropolis, with genuine mercantile officiousness, direet the public, as in a
case cl’?se by my own parish, * To the E. L. Cemelery, only one mile and
a-half, Surely we may say, that {his system salso involves much that is
inconsistent with reverential impressions of the sanctity of burifg. much that
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must either offend or deteriorate the belter feeling of our population. Then
again, as regards burial services, and other details in the workmg of the
system, with what security can we consign these to the tel}de}' mereies of a
trading company 2 'Why should not the money-getting principle eventually
come to operate upon ihese points also, and, as in the private burial
grounds, tempt shareholders fo sanction indecent and mischievous conde-
scensions lo the interests, habits, tastes, and caprices of the people? What
security, at least, is there equal to that which is afforded by a clergy and
parochial establishments, responsible fo the civil and ecclesiastical autho-
rities of the country, or which would be afforded by what, for reasons before
mentioned, I shouid think still preferable, a national plan of burial, placed
under a departmental control of Government ?

The remedial measures heveafter submitted for consideration
have been deduced directly from the actual necessities experienced
within the field of inquiry, and such only are submitted as clearly
suggested themselves without reference to any external expe-
rience. The following preliminary view of the experience of
other nations is presented for consideration on account of the
confirmatory evidence which it contains, as well as the instances to

be avoided.

Examples of successful Legislation for the Improvement of the
Practice of Interment.

§ 127. Tt appeanrs that the evil of the expensive interments conse-
quent on the monopoly which the nature of the event, and the feelings
of survivors, gives to the person nearest at hand for the performance
of the undertaker's service, is checked by special arrangements in
America. InBoston, and mostof the large towns in America, there
is a Board of Health which nominates a superintendent of burial
grounds, who is invariably a person of special qualifications,
and generally a medical man. All undertakers ave licensed by
the Board of Health, by whom the licence may at any time be
revoked. The sexton of the church which the deceased attended
is usually the undertaker. The Dbills of the undertaker are made
out on a blank form, furnished by the public superintendent of in-
terment, to whom all bills are submitted, and by whom they are
audited and allowed, before they are presented for payment to
the relations or friends of the deceased. Previous tointerment, the
undertaker must obtain from the physician who last attended the
deceased, a certificate specifying the profession, age, time of
illness, and cause of death of the deceased. This certificate is
presented to the superintendent of funerals. An abstract of these
certificates, signed by the superintendentof funerals, is printed every

week in the public journalsof the city. The cost of a funeral for a
person in the position of life of the highest class of tradesmen in
Boston, is about fifty dollars, or 10/ English, exclusive of the
cost of the tomb. The price of a good mahogany coftin would
be fifteen dollars, or 3. 5s. The price of o most elegant maho-
gany coftin would be perhaps double that price. The price of a
pine coftin, such as are used for the persons of the labouring classes,

the improvement of the practice of Inferment, 117

would be about four dollars, There is a peculiarity in the coffins
made in the United States,—that a portion of the lid, about a foot
from the upper end, opens upon a hinge. This, when opened
exposes to view the face of the deceased, which is covered with glassj
I'he survivors are thus enabled at the last moment to take 2 view
of the deceased, without the danger of infection. In Germany
the c9fﬁns are nailed down, every blow of the hammer ﬁ'equeutlyt
drawing a scream from the female survivors. -

§ 128. In the chicf German states it is adopted as a principle
that provision shall be made, and it is made successfully, for meet-
ng the necessities of the population in respect to the undertakers’
supplies of service and materials ; and that on the occurrence of a
death, those necessities shall not be given up as the subject of com-
mon frading profifs to whatsoever irresponsible person may obtain
the monopoly of them. At Franckfort provision is made for these
services and supplies of material at the lowest cost to the public
as part of a series of arrangements comprehending the verification
of the fact of death on view of the body, the edifice for the recep-
tion and care of the dead previous to interment, and the public
cemeteries, all under the superintendence of superior and respon-
sible medical officers. The expenses of the supplies of materials
are reduced so low under these arrangements, that they no longer
enter into serious consideration as a burthen to be met on such
occasions.

§ 129. At Berlin, a contract is made by the Government with
one person to sccure funeral materials and services for the public
at cerfain fixed scales of prices. The materials and services are
stated to be of a perfectly satisfactory character; and yet the un-
dertaker’s charge for a funeral such as would here cost for an
artisan 4/. and upwards, is not more than 15s. English money ;
the charge for a middle class funeral is about 2, and for a
funeral of the opulent class of citizens is about 10/. And yet I
am assured that the contractors’ profits on the extensive supplies
required are deemed too high, and that the Government will, on
the renewal of the contract, find it necessary to protect the poorer
classes by a contruct at a lower rate.

§ 130. At Paris, interments are made the subject of a fisc ; but
a contract is made with one head to secure services and supplies
to the private individual at reduced rates, and so far the system
works advantageously to the public.

§ 131, The whole of the interments are there performed, and
the various burial and religious dues collected and paid under one
contract, by joint contractors for the public service at resulated
prices, called the Service des Pompes Funébres. 'This establish-
ment annually buries gratis, upwards of 7000 destitute persons, or
nez.lrly one-third of all who die in the city. 'The funerals and
relx_gious services are divided into nine classes, comprehending
various settled particulars of service, for which a price is fixed.
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118 Eatent of Service required in a large City for Interment.

The appointed service for any of these classes may be had on the
terms specified in a tariff.  This is found to be a great brnefit to
testators and survivors, as it enables them to settle the ceremonial
with certainty, and without the possibility of any extortion. The
first class of funerals are of great pomp: they include bearers,
crosses, plumes, eighteen mourning coaches and attendants, grand
mass at church, 120 1bs. of wax tapers, an anniversary serviee, and
material of mourning cloth; and also the attendance of Monsicur
le Curé, two vicars, twenty-one priests, six singers and ten chorister
boys, and two instrumental performers, at a cost of 1451, for a
funeral superior in magnificence perhaps to any private funeral in
England. The charge for the service and materials of the ninth
class, in which there 1s the attendance of a vicar and a priest, and
of a bass singer or chorister for the mass, is about 15s. of English
money. In the service ordinaire there is less religious service, and
that is performed gratuitously. The only charge made is the
price of the coffin, which is five or seven francs, according to the
size : the coffin is covered by apall, and carried on a plain hearse,
drawn by two black horses,  This funeral is conducted by a super-
intendant and four assistants, exclusive of the driver. The fol-
lowing is the scale of charges, and the numbers interred under

each, during two years:—
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Number of §1839 . | 23| 52 [138 |256 | 828 |1,457 | 2,523141 [530 |5,953 |14,08:|20,045
Burials 11831 , | 30 | 47 [188 {201 | 816 |1,655 2,377' 78 [715 16,107 |14,185[20,292

§ 132. On the number of burials in Paris for 1841, the gross
income would be about 80,000Z per annum. Out of this sum the
contractor pays the fixed salaries of the staff of officers, which con-
sists of a chief inspector of funeral ceremonies, of 27 other di-
rectors besides, 78 bearers, one inspector of cemieteries and four
keepers; officers chiefly appointed by the municipality,. The
total amount of the salaries which he pays is 5862L, Tinglish
money. He keeps an establishment of 30 hearses and 76 car-
riages, with suites of minor attendants properly clothed, and inters
the 7000 of the pauper class gratuitously. The last contractor
paid annually to the municipality 17,0002., which sum was chiefly
devoted to ecclesiastical objects. The large profits which he
‘realizeil led to considerable competition, and a new contract was

Proportions of Deaths and Funcralsin a depressed Population. 119

vecently sealed for nine years, securing for public purposes an
annual income of 28,000/. |
Besides this amount, there is a revenue of about 20,0001, per
annum derived by the municipality from the sale of tombs, and
from the tax on interments, which is twenty francs for the inter-
ment of every adult, and ten francs upon children under seven
years of age. One-fifth of this revenue, or about 4000/, is
devoted to the hospitals.
~ § 133. The remains of those who die in the public hospitals in
Paris, and are not claimed by their friends, are, after dissection,
merely enclosed in a coarse cloth and deposited in the ground,
without any funereal rites. This number amounts, as stated, to
no less than 7000 annually. The total average deaths in Pauris is
from 28,000 to 30,000 annually. This, in a population of 900,000,
gives about one burial to every thirty of the population annually,
which is nearly as large a proportion of annual deaths and burials
as that in Manchester. The deaths and burials in the British metro-
polis (though varying in different parts, from 1 in 28, as in White-
chapel, to I in 56, as in Hackney, chiefly according to the con-
dition of the locality) average for the entire population of 1,800,000
inhabitants, one death or burial in every forty-tio of the inhabitants,
or one-fourth less of burials than at Paris in proportion to the popu-
lation. In Paris the average number of inhabitants to every house
is 36. If the mortality were there in the proportion of Londen
there would be 7,000 fewer burials yearly, An assertion may be
ventured, that more than this excess of mortality is ascribable to
the still lower sanitary condition of the labouring population in
Paris, which has its concomitant in a still lower moral condition
than yet prevails amongst the population of our large towns.*

* In a paper read on the 2nd January last before the Academy of
Sciences at Paris, by M. le Baron Charles Dupin, on the increase of
savings’ banks and their influence on the Parisian population, some most
startling facts are mentioned in the conclusion, showing the deplorable
moral condition of a large portion of that population. *f Le nombre pro-
portionnel des indigents, au lieu d’'augmenter, diminue, ainsi que celui des
bitards, mais avee lenteur déplorable ; au commencement de I'époque dont
nous résumons les progris, le peuple de Paris abandonnait chaque année
205 enfants sur 1,000 nouveau nés; il n'en abandonne plus que 120 : c'est
beaucoup moins, et pourtant c’est cent ving? fois trop. Encore avjourd hui,
le tiers du peuple vit dans le concubinage ou dans le libertinage ; un tiers
de ses enfants sont bitards ; un #iers de ses morts expirent i hdpital ou
sur le grabat du pauvre; et ni pére, ni mére, ni fils, ni filles, n’ont le ceeur,
pour dernier tribut humain, de donner un cercueil, un linceul, au cadavre
de leurs proches :—du c6té des moeurs, voild Paris, et Paris amélioré I"—
It may on this point of comparison be a relief to state, the numbers who
die in the workhouses in the British metropolis, do not exceed 4000 for
nearly double the population, and thatof these, on the average of the last
ten years, not more than 293 have been so given up or abandoned as to be
applicable to the publie service in the schools of anatomy. The total num-
ber who are abandoned in all the hospitals of London, for that service,
has not, on the average, exceeded 168 out of upwards of 2000 deaths
per annum., The total number of subjects requisite for teaching in the

ST I A S L S i, e e et inl




e e
A

g

gy

. * 'y o
) et

Sy e g

oy

e e

patayim

o o i

B Ly iy

PR

VR tai,

s st

o e

120 Eaxamples of the comparative evils of Deaths and Funcrals,

§ 134, In Paris the law requires that the dead shall be interred
within twenty-four hours after the decease, but this law may be
evaded by neglect to give nofice of the death. The general prac-

schools of anatomy would be about 600. Notwithstanding that the preju-
dice against dissection has much abated, the full number deemed requi-
sife has never been obtained of late years from all sources. In some in-
stances, persons of education sef an example by giving up their own bodies
for dissection ; in some otherinstanees, the use of the remains is obtained by
persuasions, and the promises of more respeetful inferment afterwards, than
could otherwise be obtained. There are actually very few real “abandon-
ments” by relations, the greater proportion of cases being of persons who
have outlived near relations, of whom none, after due enquiry, which is
always made, can be found. In respect to illegitimate births, it appears
from the last parliamentary return of the number of illegitimate children
born in the severai counties of England (that of Mr. Rickman,) for 1833,
that the proportion of illegitimate to legitimate births, was in Middlesex,
11n38; and in Surrey 1in 40. This was most probably an understate-
ment, but, whatever may be the real proportions they are below any com-
parison with the proportions in Paris. The highest proportion of illegiti-
mate to legitimate biths given in the returns, were those of the county of
Pembroke, 1 in 8; and Radnor, whereit is 1in 7. It may be important to
state for the sake of the example, and in illustration “of the principle,
as to the comparative economy of sanitary arrangements that this
excess of 7,000 miserable deatgs and burials per annum in Paris,
at the least, might be saved by structural sanitary arrangements,
which would prevent the accumulation of human beings in winding
streets, (some of which are not more than eight or nine feet wide,) under ¢ir-
cumstances which render decency, morality, health, or contentment impos-
sible. The whole excess of deaths, as well as the demoralization that arises
from overcrowding, might in all probabilily be saved even by the last vole
of expenditure, five millions sterling, (which, at English prices, of 100
for a tenement for a family, would have provided improved tenements, at
improved rents, for iifty thousand labourers’ families) for maintaining the
war on the Arabs, or Dby the interest of the money expended in building
the immense wall and foififications round the dangerous population (kept
“desperate,” as Jeremy Taylor expresses it, “by a too quick sense of a
constant infelicity,”) which those works encircle in Paris. Ina copy of
a report of the medical commissioners, appointed fo examine the cholera
with_whlcl_l I have been favoured by one distinguished member, M. Villerme:
and in which I have found powerful corroborative evidence on the influence
of structural arrangements on the health and moral, not to speak of the
political, condition of the population; they observe, * Ie fitau qui a pesé
st cruellement surla capitale s’est fait sentir A*une maniére particuliérement
désgstretzse dans les quartiers étroits, sales et embarrassés de I'ancien
Paris; n’y aurait-il pas lien de signaler ici quelques améliorations utiles
i introduire dans ees Jocalités? Les raisons d'état ont souvent® dominé
les 1_111(:3-uts matériels des villes; autrefois les voies étroites et tortuenses
appliquées méme aux rues pouvait faire partie des moyens de défense &
l;.u‘“’ig?‘ de Yétat; avjourd’hui des rues larges et droites deviennent dans
Pinterieur des villes un premier &lément de séeurité publique aulant que
U'bygiéne ; il y a done double avantage & favoriser. dans ces conditions
soit des percements nouveaux, soit Pélargissement des voies actuelles.”
Ihey give foreible deseriptions of population analogous o that found—
happily in less proportions,—in the worst part of our cities, and the

a]scz altest, from the examination of the inferior population of that capital :
“ Clest une vérité de tous les temps, de tous les lieux, une vérité qu’il
faut redire sans cesse parceque sans eesse on l'oublie ; il existe entre
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tice, however, appears to be, that interments take place within
two days. .

§ 135. In America, the later regulations manifest the tendency of
the general experience to connect the regulations of interment with
the general regulations for the protection of the public health,

I'homme et tout ce qui Ventoure, de secrefs liens, de mystérieux rapports
dont Vinfluence sur lni est continuelle et profonde. Favorable, cette in-
fluence ajoute & ses forces physiques et morales, elle les develope, les
conserve ; nuisible, alors elle les aitére, les antantit, les tue. Mais son
action n'est jamais plus redoutable que Jorsqu'elle trouve d s’exercer sur
une population entassée, quelle qu'elle soit d’ailleurs, et voild pourquoi
Pon observe dans certains arrondissements une morfalilé plus grande;
voild pourquoi le germe des maladies s’y developpe plus constamment,
pourquoi la vie sy éteint plus rapidement, enfin pourquoi Yon y compte
habituellement un décés sur trente-deux habitants, quand il n’y en a qu’un
sur quarante dans les autres.” They also indicate as part of the effects
of the noxious physical causes the moral depravity and the predominance
of bad passions which impede amendment, “Ces obstacles sont réels,
ils ne sauraient étre méconnus, mais qui peut douter de les voir s’affaiblir,
si d’une part la classe aisée de la population, comprenant mieux les
intentions de l'auforité et ses intérdts véritables, se préte plus aisément
d I'action des réglements sur la propreté et la salubrité publique, et si
d'une aulre part l'instrnction, pénétrant dans ceite portion dela popu-
lation qui doit une partie de ses vices et de sa misére i Yignorance,
fait naitre chez elle, avec des mceurs plus pures, des habitudes plus
réugliéres, et plus en harmonie avec l'hygitne publique?” But these
representations of the Medical Commissioners of Paris have nof heen
heard by the classes appealed to, and relief is sought by the mode of
“ giving vent” to the dangerous passions in preference to the superior treat-
ment recommended, of the removal of the physieal circumstances by which
those passions must continue fo be generated. Thus it may be mentioned
in illustration of the important principle of the superior economy and effi-
ciency of structural means of prevention, that the expenditure of money on
Algiers appears to have been upwards of four millions sterling per annum,
during the twelve years of its occupation. The capital sunk on the perma-
nent structural arrangements for supplying London with water being about
three millions and a half, it may be safely alleged that one year’s expendi-
ture on Algiers would have sufficed for the structural arrangements for a
supply of water for the cleansing of every room, and house, and street in
Paris ; or on the scale of the expense of the works completed for supplying
Toulonse with water, one year's expenditure on Algiers would have sufficed
to supply one hundred and fifty towns of the same size as Toulouse with
the like means of healthful, and thence of moral improvement; or such a
sum would have sufficed to have effected for ever the * percements et en-
largissements des voies actuelles,” and thence to have advanced the health
and achieved the comparalive security of four or five such cities as Lyons.
One year's cost of any one regiment maintained in the war on the Arabswould
suffice to build and endow a school, or to have constructed hetween one and
two miles of permanent railway. The total amount of capital so applied
exceeds nearly by one-fourth the amount expended on the existing railroads
in Great Britain, It may be confidently averred that the cost of the forts
delaches, or encientes-continues, said fo be on a reduced seale upwards of
ten millions sterling, would, if properly directed, with the accessaries of
moral appliances in addition to such physical means as those indicated by
the officers of public health, suffice within the period of the living génera-
tion, 1o renovate the physical and moral condition of the great mass of the
population in the interior of that capital,
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122 Qualified single Officers preferable to Boards of Health.

and to do thisby single, specially qualified, paid, and responsible
officers, rather than by Boards, or by any unskilled and honorary
agency. 'The revised statutes of Massachusetts introduce the
alternative of the appointment of a single officer. Every town is
empowered to appoint a Board of Health, ¢ or a health officer:”
and the Board so appointed may appoint “a physician to the
Board,” The Board acting by such officer may destroy, remove,
or prevent, as the case may require, @1l nuisauces, sources of filth,
and causes of sickness. < Whenever any such nuisance or source
of filth, or cause of sickness shall be found on private property,
the Board of Health, or health officer, shall order the owner or
occupant thereof at his own expense to remove the same within
twenty-four hours, and if the owner or occupant shall neglect so
to do, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars,”
c. 21, s. 10. In cases of the refusal of entry into private pro-
perty, on complaint to a magistrate, the magistrate may thereupon
issue his warrant, <directed to the sheriff, or either of his deputies,
or to any constable of such town, commanding them to take suf-
ficient aid, and being accompanied by two or more members of
the said Board of Health, between the hours of sunset and sun-
rise, to repair to the place where such nuisance, source of filth, or
cause of sickness complained of may be, and to destroy, remove,
or prevent, the same, under the direction of such members of the
Board of Health.” The cleansing of the streets and houses is in
most cases included in the functions of the Board of Health, or of
ihe health officer, who regulates the removal of all refuse. Sec.
14, ¢. 21.
* Every householder, when any of his family are taken ill, is re-
uired, on a penalty of one hundred dollars,—and every physician
in the like penalty, o ascertaining that any person whom he visits
is infected with the small-pox, or other disease dangerous to the
yublic health,—to give immediate notice to the officers of public
health, and they may, “unless the condition of such person is
such as not to admit of his removal without danger of life,”
remove him at once to the public hospital, whatever may be his
station in life. Sec. 43 and 44, c. 21.

I have been favoured by Dr. Griscom, the inspector of inter-
ments at New York, with the copy of a report on the sanitary
condition of the population of that city ; which points out the great
extent of deaths that are preventible by the adoption of means
similar to those recommended in the General Report for the im-
provement of the sanitary condition of the population in Great
Britain, This report, revealing extensive causes of death in New
York, of which a large proportion of the population must have
been unaware, may be adduced in proof of the immense services
derivable from such an office, when zealously executed, in guard-
ing against evils more destructive than wars.*

* Vide Appendix—X xplanations of the District Mortuary Returns.
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§ 136. In Munich, and in other towns in Germany, the visits and
verification of the fact of death as the warrant for interment, is felt
to be an imipottant public security, and is highly popular ; but one
cause of its popularity is the jurisprudential functions of the officer
of health, as means: of preventing premature interments, and the
escape of erime ; for comparatively little attention appears yet to
have been given to the practical means afforded by the office of
tracing out and removing the causes of disease. The difficulty
appears to be in respect fo the jurisprudential functions of the
officers of health to satisfy the public anxiety for the exercise of
solemn care in every case of a multitude, where only one case in
that multitude will, on the doctrine of chances, be a case calling
for intervention ; and where it is not provided, as it may and ought
to be, that the discovery of that one shall be a matter of deep per-
sonal interest, instead of a mere source of trouble to the officer
himself, his examinations may be expected to degenerate info a
routine in which the intended security will fail in the less obvious
cases,

In later times very comprehensive regulations as to the sites
and management of cemeteries, and the service of officers of
health, who have charge of the cemeteries, have been adopted
throughout the Austrian dominions, and it is stated that they
work very satisfactorily. On the occasion of every death by acei-
dent or violence, or of suspicion, a close inquiry as to the causes
is made by the town physician. In Vienna a strict inquiry is
made into every such death by the following officers, who all
attend for that purpose ;—namely, the towh physician, the surgeon
in chief, the professor of pathological anatomy, a lawyer, and in
some cases, when analyses are required, a chemist. The results
of their examinations are set forth in a “protocol,” a carefully pre-
pared dociment,  bien motivé,” which sometitiies takes two or
three days in drawing up. ‘The effect of this inquiry is the pre-
vention, to a great extent, of crimes of violence, and the production
of public confidence. It is stated to be highly popular.

§ 137. In Paris some cases have of late occurred, which have
created much public uneasiness by the evidence they afforded of the
defective organization of the service of the officers of health, and oc-
casioned it recently to undergo an examination with the view to the
adoption of better securities. Tt appears that, from a very early
period, to satisfy the public solicitude, the law required the fact of
the reality of a death to be verified by the personal visit and
inspection of the Maire of the district of the city where the
death had taken place. Subsequently, the Maires were allowed to
delegate thisdutyto officers of their own nomiiiation, peisons quali-
fied for the duties by a medical education, and who were called
Officiers de Santé. But the appointments thus made by the
Maires did not give public satisfaction; and in the year 1800 it
was required that the petsons appointed as « officiers de santé” by
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194 Qbjections to the appointment of private Practitioners

the Maires, should be chosen by them from amongst the doctors in
medicine and surgery who were attached to the public hospitals.
'I'hey appear, however, 1o have been mostly chosen without reference
to public qualifications, from their own medical {riends in private
practice. This arrangement of appointing persons in private prac-
ticeappears to have prevailed in other countries, and fo have frus-
trated much of the benefits otherwise derivable from the institution.
Thirty-five of these private practitioners are now appointed fo per-
form the duty. Reports have gained ground that from negligent
discharge of the duty, persons had even been buried alive, and
that the verification had been given in cases of murder. Ona re-
cent commission of inquiry, the celebrated surgeon, M. Orfila, thus
speaks of the necessity of the verification of the fact of the decease.

1t is possible to be interred alive! Intermenis may take place after
murder, committed with the knife or by means of poison, \}'lthout a suspi-
cion being created that the death has been oceasioned by violence. Igno-
rance or malevolence may attribuie to crime deaths that have occurred from

natural causes!”

After referring to ancient cases in which evidence was recor(}ed
of parties having been buried alive, he adduces the following
recent instances of parties having been interred without due verifi-
cation of the cause of death by the Officier de Santé :—

« We all know ihe case of the death of the grocerin the Rue de la Paix,
who died of poison by arsenic. -The interment took place after the verifica-
fion of the death. “In about a month afterwards 1 was called upon to
examine the body as to the poison. Although the putrefaction of the
corpse of the person who was of a very full habit had been much advanced, I
was enabled todiscover the presence of the arsenie by which the erime had
been perpetrated. - ]

“The widow Danzelle, of the Rue Beauregavd, was found dead in her
bed on the 1st of January, 1826. The certificate of the decease was given
in due form to the relations to authorise the interment. In that certificate,
given to M, le Commissaire de Police, the medical practitioner declared,
“the death has taken place, and it appears that it _has been occasioned by
a commotion of the brain with hemorrhage.” ¢The deceased’ added he,
“lived alone; she was found dead in her chamber, where she appeared to
have fallen down.! The municipal authorities caused the interment to be
adjourned, and required a new examination of the body in the presence of
the Commissioner of Police, assisted by two doctors in medicine. The re-
sult of the examination was, ¢ that Madame the widow Danzelle had fallen
under the blows of an assassin; the corpse bore five recent wounds in the
neck, made with a cutting instrument, and the carotid artery had been
divided.)

«In the month of July, a child of Dame Revel, Rue de Siene Saint Ger-
main, died very suddenly. ‘The authorities being informed that the child had
been 1he subjeet of much ill-treatment on the part of the parents, ordered
an inquiry and une expertise medico-legale. The examination of the body
showed that the romours as to the barbarous conduct of Dame Revel, the
mother, were but too well-founded. Dr. Olivier testified to the fact, that
the body hore twenty-seven recent contusions on the body and members, and
a fracture of nearly five inches in_extent, which almost entirely broke
through one of the hones of the eranium.

“The death of this poor child, which was three years and three months
old, awakened suspicions which had arisen on the death of its eldest brother,

i
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of eight years of age, which had Dbeen interred on the 28th of Febroary
preceding. The body was disinterred, and Dr, Olivier, to whom this
second examination was confided, nolwithstanding the length of fime that
had occurred since the death, found fraces of numerous contusions on the
body and members, and a wound above the right ear, with a fracture and
disjunction of the bones of the cranium.”

And notwithstanding in this, as in the other case, the inter-
ment was eftected without observations.*

After giving instances where the innocent were justified or sus-
picions were allayed by post mortem examinations, which proved
that deaths suspected to have been from murder had occurred
from natural causes, M. Orfila concludes by stating :—

“T do not believe that it often happens that persons are interred alive in
Paris, though I must admit that such events may take place; but T am
convinced that the earth has covered and continues to cover crimes without
any suspicion being raised in respect {o them.”

§ 138. Another report imputes the neglects of the « officiers de
santé,” to the forgetfulness of duties, the force of habit or routine,
the results of age and infirmities ; and the chief remedy recom-
mended, and now apparently in course of adoption in Paris, is
the erection on the unsubstantial foundation of service by a number
of private practitioners, of two additional stages as securities, namely,
of three paid medical officers, who are to devote their time to the su-
perintendence of the performance of the public duties by the private
practitioners, and, secondly, a certain number of high honorary
officers, who are to superintend both classes of paid officers. This
is an example of one of those superficial alterations, in which, from
want of firmness on the part of the legislature to compensate fairly
and amply the interests which it is obviously necessary to disturb,
and from not duly regarding and estimating the immense amount of
pain and public evil which requires measures of alleviation of cor-
responding extent and efficiency ; eonsequently from allowing that
amount of pain and mortality to weigh as dust against local pa-
tronage and latent sinister interests,—that evil is only masked, and
more widely and deeply spread by the intended remedy. Of a cer-
tainty the attention of every private practitioner, as he gains practice,
whilst acting as a public officer, must every hour of the day be
from his public duties, and weth the means of adding to his emo-

_fuments. ~ That the least possible time may be taken from them,

the public duties. are slurred over, conclusions are snapped from
the readiest superficial meidents ; extensive and removable, but
latent causes of evil, the development of which would require sus-
tained and laborious examination, are perpetuated, by Dbeing
stamped authoritatively as  accidental” or arbitrarily classed
under some general term assigning the evils as the results of
some inscratable cause. The three superior paid inspectors
will not long be able to stimulate the thirty-five private prac-

*] Vide other instances cited in the Annales d' Xygienme.—Number 59, p. 153
to 159,
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126 Public Duties sacrificed to private Practice.

titioners to a close attention to their public duties against their

paramount and ever-pressing interests, or will soon tire of doing
so. The service will become one of mere routine anl(l of short
and easy acquiescence in all except the most extraordinary cases
which present an appearance of danger to the officer himself if
ke overlook them. Under such m'rangepl.ents, the funct:ons. of
the office degenerates into a highly prejudicial form, protracting
the evil, by creating an impression from the fact of the existence
of the office, that all has been done in the way of prev.entlon or
remédy that can be done by such an officer. The admixture of
private practice with important public duties in such cases, is at-
tended with further evil in depriving the public of much volunteer
service from the whole class of private practitioners, for many who
would give information to advance sciencg, or to aid the publie ser-
vice, can scarcely be expected to give cordial aid that may add to the
eredit and promote the interests of a rival. To the people them-
selves such services, {from a locally connecte(.l private practitioner, are
generally less acceptable than those of an independent and respon-
sible public officer. The official service must, in time, fail to inspire
confidence, for it must fail to clicit evidence to justify public con-
fidence. ‘The additional expense of the three additional officers
will only have created an additional interest, in sturring over cases
that may have been overlooked by the other _class of ofﬁcers,r in-
volving blame for remissness to the superior o[ﬁce.rs. When
exposures do take place, these two classe_s of officers wgll. o.n]y add
to the means of perplexing public attention, and of dw;d;ng_ and
weakening responsibility. If less thal} half the number of _oﬂwers,
devoting their whole time to the service, .woul(]' be sufficient (as
will be shown they would), for the efficient discharge of these
highly important duties in'London, less than one-third of the
number would suffice in Paris.

§ 139, Except in the regulation of the expenses of the funerals,
there appears to be nothing in the practice of interments in Paris,
that deserves to be considered with a view to imitation. Indeed,
the whole arrangements there ave now under 1'evisi_0n, and exertions
are being made for their improvement. The .lltlle account that
appears to have been at any time made of the feelings of the labour-
ing classes, and the burial after dissection, of the poor dying in
hospitals, without funereal rites, the almos_t total omission of any
marks of sympathy or respect towards ’_(heu'.remam_s,—cannot bl_]t
have a niost demoralizing effect on the survivors. Tlle. 11_1qu in
which the evil of the retention of the corpse amidst the living is pro-
vided for by the law, which requires that interments shall take place
within twenty-four hours after notice, must {requently oppress the
feelings of the dying and of survivors, and harass them with alal'll}s
which the medical inspection provided, as we have seen, § 137, is
not of a character to allay, The intermediate stage of removal pro-
vided at Franckfort and other German towns; the retention of the
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corpse in a separate room warmed and ventilated, and watched at
all hours, and lighted during the night ; the regular medical attend-
ance and inspection, and other cares bestowed until there are une-
quivocal signs of dissolution, and the minds of all classes are
satisfied, appears to be a superior arrangement, salutary in its effect
and principle.® Beyond these benevolent arrangements may he
commended the acts of real good will and charity by which the
feclings of the labouring classes are consulted and satisfied by com-
munity of sepulture, and the benevolent care and spirit of good
will in whieh it appears to be maintained.

Eaxperiencein vespect to the sites of Places of Burial, and sanitary
precautions necessary in rvespect to them. '

There appear to Le very important questions connected with
the consideration of the site of the place. of burial to populous
districts, '

§ 140. The question of the distance of places of burial (irre-
spective of convenience of conveyance) appears to be dependent
on the numbers buried,—on the composition and preparation of
the ground,—on the elevation or depression of the place of burial,—

“and ifs exposure to the atmosphere and the direction of the pre-

valent winds for the avoidance of habitations.

§ 141. The extent of burial ground requisite for any district will
be determined by the rate of decomposition.

§ 142. At Franckfort and Munich, and in the other new ceme-
teries on the continenc, where qualified persons have paid attention
to the subject, the general rule is not to allow more than one body
in a grave. - The grounds for this rule are,—that, when only one
body is deposited in a grave, the decomposition proceeds regu-
larly,—the emanations are more diluted and less noxious than
when the mass of remains is greater; aund also that the inconve-
nience of opening the graves, of allowing escapes of miasma, and
the indecency of disturbing the remains for new interments, is
thereby avoided ; and in the case of exhumations, the confusion
and danger of mistaking the particular body is prevented.

§ 143. The progress of the decay of the body is various, accord-
ing to the nature of the soil and the surrounding agencies. Clayey
soils are antiseptic; they retain the gases, as explained by Mr.
Leigh ; they exclude the external atmosphere, and are also liable to
the Inconvenience of becoming deeply fissured in hot weatlier and
then allowing the escape of the emanations which have been retained
in a highly concentrated state. Loamy, ferruginous, and aluminous
soils, moor earth, and bog, are unfavourable to decomposition ;
sandy, marly, and calcareous soils are favourable to it. Water, at a
low temperature, has the tendency, as already explained, to promote
only alanguid decomposition, which sometimes produces adiposcire

*Vide Regulations at Franckfort and Munich, Appendis. v
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128 Experience of Sanitary Regulations of Places of Burial.

in bodies : a high and dry temperature tends to produce the con-
sistency and permanency of mummies. A temperature of from
65 degrees Fahrenheit and upwards, and a moist atmosphere, is
the most favourable to decomposition. The remains of the young
decompose more rapidly than those of the old, females than
males, the fat than the lean, The remams.of children de.coml?o§e
very rapidly. On opening the graves of children at a period of six
or seven years, the bodies have been found decomposed, not even
the bones remaining, whilst the bodies o'f. the. adults were but
little affected. The process of decomposition is also aflected by
the disease Ly which the death was occasioned. 'The process is
delayed by the make of some sorts of coflins. The extreme varia-
tions of the process under such circumstances as those above re-
cited is from a few months to 30 years or haif a century, Bones
often last for centuries.

§ 144. The regulation of the depth of the graveshasbeen found
to be a subject requiring great attention, to .avoul occasioning too
rapid an evolution of miasma from the remains, and at- the same
time to avoid its retention and corruption, to avoid the pollution of
distant springs, and also to avoid rendering increased space for
burial requisite by the delay of decomposition usually produced
by deep burial, for the ground usually becon_u?s hard in propor-
tion to the depth, and delays the decomposition. Attention to
these circumstances by qualified persons in Geermany has led to
different regulations of the depth of graves at different ages.
At Stuttgart the different depths are as follows: for bodies of

persons—

ft, in.

Under8years . . . . . 3 9
,, 8tol0 ., . . . . 4 7

» 10told . . . . . B 7
Adlts . . « . + . . 6 7

At the Glasshutte, in the Erzgebirge, the depths ave as follows :
' ft. in,
Under 8yers . . . . . 3 8
IY) 8 to ]4 '} . . » . 4 7
Adals « . « « . . . 5 0

At Franckfort the average depth preseribed for graves is
5ft. 7in.; at Munich 6{t. 7in.; in Irance 4{t. 10in. to 61t,; in
Austria 6 ft. 2 in., if lime be used.

§ 145. Space between graves is also a matfer requiring atten-
tion to avoid the uncovering of the coffin in one grave in opening
another, and to avoid the accidents arising from the falling in of the
sides of the graves: this space must vary according to the con-
sistency of the ground and the depth of the graves. At Munich
and Stultgart the space prescribed, is in round numbers, rather
more than 32 square feet to each adult. To avoid treading

Spaces requisite for the buriul of different Populations. 129

on the graves, and to allow the access of friends, spaces must be
allowed also for walks,

These circumstances considered, the space vequisite for the in-
terments in a town may be determined by the wultiplication of
the average square superficies of a grave, by the average yearly
mortality, and the period of years which the grave is to remain
closed. “ As an example,” says Dr. Reicke, « of the mode of cal-
culating the necessary space for the burial ground of a populous
distriet, 1 will take a town of 35,000 inhabitants. Accordingly of
this number it may be reckoned there will yearly die 1000.” ~ Of
the number 500 will be adults, 50 children, from 7 to 14, -and
450 children from 0 to 7 years. For the adults, allowing more
than the most economical space, I caleulate graves of 48 square
feet Wirtemburg (/. e. 5472 square feet nglish); for the chil-
dren between 7 and 14 years, 24 square feet (27°36 English
feet) ; and for those under 7, 20 square fect (2280 Iinglish),
IFor the adults 1 take a period of 10 years, for the youth 8 years,
for the infants 7 years, as the time during which periods the grave
must not be opened.  According to this caleulation the space re-
quired for the interment of the several classes would be—

English Square  Numblers English Square
Feet, Dead, Years, Fecl,

1. Adults,— 5§4°72 X 500 X 10 = 273,600
2. Youth.— 27'36 X 50 X 8 = 10,944
3. Infants.— 22+'850 X 450 ¥ 7 = 71,820

Total « . . . 356,364
“ According to the usual calculation the requisite space would
be :—
39°00 X 1,000 x 10 = 399,000

So that, by the above calculation and classification, there is a
saving of 42,636 square feet,

“ I must, however, beg to be understood that this calculation is
only meant to serve as an example, and that the factors on which
it is grounded must undergo the necessary variations, according
as the soil is more or less favourable to decomposition, and there-
fore requiring a longer or shorter period of rest ; and according to
the greater or less consistency of the soil, and therefore requiring
the space between the graves to be greater or less; and, lastly,
aceording as the average mortality varies, and especially the rate
of mortality of the three classes of ages.”

These factors would give different results for different popu-
lations, according to their different proportions of death. As an
example of a town population, in Whitechapel the proportion of
deaths for every 35,000 of the population will be 1125 deaths

yearly.  As aun example of a rural population, for every 33,000

of the population in Hereford, there will only be 562 deaths

-annually, and the space required for interments for the two popu-
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130  Different spaces yequisite for Graves and Burials

at the actual rate of deaths per 35,000

] Union in 1839 :

Tolal Areain Avenage
Square Fert, Hquare Feets

lations will be as follows, :
amongst the population in the Whitechape

English Square  Numberof  Age of
FCE'- I)E:\“I Sa Grave.

1. Adults,— 54:72 ¥ 5368 ¥ 10 = 310,810
2. Youlhs.— 27°36 ¥ 31 X 8 = 6,785
3. Children.— 22°80 X 5824 X 7 = 83,639
1,123 401,234 38407

— e

Rate of deaths per 35,000 in the Terefordshire UJ nionsin 1839:

Euglish Square  Nnmberof  Age of Total Area in Average
" Feet. Deaths. Grave, Square Feet,  Sguare Feels
1. Adults— 54'72 X 382 X 10 = 209,030
2. Youths.— 2736 X 16 X 8 = 3,502
3. Children.— 2280 X 164 X 7 = 26,174
562 238,706 4462

— =

This gives for a rural population . 976 graves per acre.
Tor a town population . . . . L1117 "

But in consequence of the smaller proportion of children dying in
the rural district, a larger space is requisite than would appear
from a comparative number of the interments if the graves were
of the same size. 'The average size of the diffevent graves may
be taken as an epitome of the strength of the same numbers of the
two populations : that of the fown grave being in round numbers
39 feet, while the rural grave is 44 feet.

Nevertheless, the extent of land requisite for cemetery, on &
decennial period of renewal, for a population of 20,000 in a rural
district would be only 444 acres, whilst for 20,000 of such a town
population as that of Whitechapel, it would be 7% acres.

§ 146. In 1838 the deaths in the metropolis were nearly 52,000;
and for round numbers the average may be taken as 50,000 annu-
ally. Such an amount of mortalily would require on the scaie pro-
posed by Dr. Riecke, for the several classes of graves, about 48 acres,
or a space of nearly the size of St. James's Park within the rails,
annually.  On the same scale, supposing the interments generally
renewable in decennial periods, the space required for national

cemeteries in the metropolis would be 444 acres, or a space co-
extensive with Hyde Park, which has 350 acres, and the Green
Park and St. James’s Park put together; or rather more than
one-fourth more than the Regent’s Park, which has 350 acres;
or one-fourth less space than the Hyde Park and Kensingfon

Gardens taken together. But besides the spaces for the ceme-
{eries, spaces would be requisite as belts of land surrounding them,
and 1o be kept clear of houses. .

§ 147. The proper distance of places of interment from houses,
is calculable according to the mumber of inferments. On this sub-
ject there have been some, though not complete observations.

of @ healthy and an wnhealthy Population. 131

There is a church-yard at Stuttgart, in which 500 bodies are ii
terred yearly, at depths varying with -the age, according to th;
scale of regulations stated, with no more than one corpse in cach
grave, yet a north-west wind renders the emanations from the
ground perceptible in houses distant from 250 to 300 paces. The
stench of the carrion pits at Montfaucon is almost insupportable
to a person not used to it, at a distance of 6300 feet, and with cer-
tain winds at double that distance, and under some circumstances
even to the distance of five miles. Besides the surface emana-
tions, the pollution of the subsoil drainage and springs have to he
l'ogm‘ded.' Captain Vetch states, that on some plains ‘in Mexico
where animnals have been slaughtered and buried in pits in er-
meable ground, the effects on vegetation were to be seen allc;no'
the edges of a brook for a distance of three-quarters of a mile,
In some parts they actually slaughtered and buried animals for
{)ll‘etpurpose. of influencing the swrrounding vegetation. By the
b;’(ide:lb%g](ll)t(:osl:lsn]]{ung\(i-rmg?{;, :ls'dah'eafly stated, wells are for-
such 15 300 foat, Ante,g§ § 13,3 ?’14 .s, except af certain distances,
§ 148. Onsuch data as have been obtained, the distance of a ce-
metery ought to vary according to its size; or the number of the
populat}on for whom burial is required. The cemetery for a small
population of from 500 to 1000 inhabitants, should, Dr. Reicke
considers, be not less than 150 paces ; for 1000 to 5000 inha-
Plomnls, not less than‘ 300 paces; for above 5000, not less than
000 paces. In Prussia, the distance from houses at which ceme-
leries may be built, is fixed at not less than 500 vpaces: at
Stralsund, in Prussia, at 1000 paces. PR
§ 149. It isrecommended that in general public cemeteries should
be placed at the east or the north, or the north-east of a town : the
south and south-west winds, being usually moist, Liold the putre-
factive gases in solution more readily than the north, or north-
east winds, which aredry. The higher the elevation of a cemetery
the nearer may it be permitted to a city, as putrefactive gasés’
are lighter than the atmosphere and ascend. For the same
reason, cemeteries lower than the houses should be at a oreater
dls}a11q(’. A site, with a slope to the south, is deemed the best
as it 2'111 be drier and warmer, and facilitate decomposition. ’
§ 150. Competent witnesses declare, that by a careful preparation
of the ground, and without any appliances that would be otherwise
than acceptable to the most fastidious minds, the escape of miasma
may be so regulated as to avoid all injury to the health, and
springs may be protected from pollution by drainage ; and that by
Il_]ose means the necessity of far distant sites, an?l 2]10. iconve-
mence and expense of conveyance of the remains, and obstructions
to th(i access of friends to the place of burial, may be avoided.
§ 151, Amongst these means, one for preventing the escape of
emanations at the surface by absorbing and puﬁ[’yiug them, is
K 2
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132 Salutary influcnce of Vegelation on Cemeteries.

entirely in accordance with the popular feeling. The great body
of English poetry, which it has been remarked is more rich
on the subject of sepulture than the poetry of any other nation,
abounds with reference fo the practice of ornamenting graves
with flowers, shrubs, and trees. A rich vegetation exercises a
powerful purifying influence, and where the cmanations are
moderate, as from single graves, would.go far to prevent the
escape of any deleterious miasma. It is conceived thqt “";.
eseapes of large quantities of deleterious gasses by the fissuring o
the ground would often be in a very great degree 1_11'e\’cnted by
turfing over the surface, or by soiling, that is, b‘y li}ymg vegetal')lc
mould of five or six inches in thickness and sowing it carefully with
grrasses whose roots spread and mesh together. {\t tlEe Abuey Park
Cemetery, where the most successful altention is paid to the vege-
{ation, this is done; but in some districts of towns 1t marks the
impurity. of the common atmosphere th:}t even grass .wﬂl not lhm'f;;
and that flowers and shrubs which live on the river ?1(10,.01' in
spaces open to the breeze, become weakly and die rapidly in the
enclosed spaces in the crowded districts. Several species of ever-
greens, and the plants which have gumimy or resinous leaves, that
are apt to retain soot or dust, die quickly. The influeuce, there-
fore, of a full variety of flowers and a rich vegetation, so necessary
for the actual purification of the atmosphere, as well as to remove
associations of impurity, and refresh the eye and soothe the m.m(l,
can only be obtained at a distance from most towns. It occasion-
ally happens that individuals incur expense to decorate graves
in the town churchyards with flowers, and more would do so,
even in the churchyards near thoroughfares, but that they 'pemsh.
152. Mr. Loudon recommends for planting in cemeteries, trees
chiefly of the fastigiate growing kinds, which neither cover a large
space with their branches nor give too, much shade when the sun
shines, and which admit light and air to neutralize any mephitic
offluvia. OF these are, the Oriental Arbor Vitee, the Evergreen
Cypress, the Swedish and Irish Juniper, &e. Tor the same
roason, trees of the narrow conical forms, such as the Red Cedar,
and various pines and firs are desivable. In a(h‘ania'geonsly‘
situated cemeteries, some of the larger trees, such as the Cedar of
Tcbanon, the Oriental Plane, the Purple Beech, the flark Yew,
and the flowering Ash, sycamores, Mountain Ash, hollics, thor.ns:,
and some species of oaks, such as the Evergl'ec:'n Oak, the .Ii'almn
Oak, with {flowering trees and shrubs, would find places in due
proportion. _ . o L .

§ 153, There is one point of view in which the site of cemeteries
does not appear to have been consldered' on the continent, and per-
haps in no place eould it be of so much importance as in London,
namely, the convenience of access for processions, including in the
consideration the profection of the 11111&])1t1111ts of particular
quarters from an excess of funereal processions, and the mourners

Lizient of Durial G‘rom_zds amidst Houses in the Metropolis. 133

from the conflicting impressions consequent on a passage through
thoroughfares crowded by a population unavoidably inattentive.
It might be found on a survey that the banks of the river present
several cligible sites for national cemeteries, and one pre-cminent
recommendation of such sites would be the superior and eco-
nomical means of conveyance they would afford by appropriate
funereal barges, for uninterrupted and noiseless passage over what
lias been denominated «The Great Silent Highway.”

Iizctent of Burial Grrounds existing in the Melropolis,

§ 154. The rule, as deduced (§ 142.) from the German practice,
would give an average of 110 burials per acre per annum in a
town district.

§ 155. In 1834, some returns of the extent of burial grounds and
the number of burials during the three years preceding, in the
Places of burial within the diocese of the Bishop of London and the
bills of mortality, were laid before the House of Commons.  From
those it appeared that the ground occupied as burial ground
within the diocese amounted to 103 acres, and that the average
number of burials was 22,548, or 219 per acre, being from 108 to
117 more per acre than the preceding rule would give. In some
grounds the number of interments were as high as 891 per acre.
But that return did not include the burials in the whole of the
metropolis.  Irom the results of a systematic inquiry which has
been recently made throughout the whole district of the metro-
polis (as defined in the veport of the Registrar-General) into the
extent of the burial-grounds and the average weekly number of
burials at each place, it appears that the total area now oceupied
as burial ground, including the new cemeteries, and the annual
1'altle. of burial in each class, is, as nearly as can be ascertained, as
follows :—
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¢ poits. VACICE | pxclusive of Barinls | per Acrein | per Acre in
Vault Borials. | per Acre. | suy Ground. | any Groand.
Parochial Grounds . | 176Gy 33,747 191 3,073 11
Protesiant Dissenters’ . & ¢ :

Giounds . .} 8 1,715 197 1,210 6
Roman Catholics » 0 270 1,043 1,613 81«
Jews . o . . . 9% 304 34 52 13
Swedish Chapel .+ 0 10 108 ' .
Undeseribed « « 104 3.197 294 1,109 5
Private Grounds . . 12 5,112 405 2,323 au

Tolalof Intra-mural}f ,,q, ax 9

Grounds , . . } 2y 44,355 203 1,080 46

Total of New Ceme- .

rorics o Come g0z | 3,330 13 155 1
Vauit Burials . . . 7589 e . .
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134 Disclaimers of trading Burial Grounds,

The total numbers of burials, as ascertained by verbal inquiry
at each graveyard, approximate so nearly to the total numbers of
deaths as to afford a presumption in favour of the general
accuracy of these returns.®
- § 156. The most crowded burial grounds, on the average, are,
it appears, the grounds which belong to private individuals, usually
undertakers. In these places an uneducated man generally acts as
winister, puts on a surplice, and reads the church service, or any
other service that may be called for. These grounds are morally
offensive, and appear to be physically dangerous in proportion to
the numbers interred in them, In one of them the numbers interred
appears to be at the rate of more than 2,300 per acre per annum.
Names are given to these places by the owners, importing con-
nexion with congregations, but without any apparent authority for
doing so. 'They are repudiated by the most respeetable Dis-
senters. On this point it appears to be just to submit an extract from
a communication (on his individual responsibility) from the Rev.
Joln Blackburn, Pentenville, one of the sceretaries of the Union
of Congregational Dissenters :—

1 have no facts to communicate relaling to the physical effects produced
by the present erowded state of the old grave-yards, but I am sure the moral
sensibilities of many delicate minds must sicken to witness the heaped soil,
saturated and blackened with human remains and fragments of the dead,
gxposei to the rude insults of ignorant and brutal speetators,  Immediately
connected with this, allow me o mention that some spots that have been
chosen both by episcopalians and dissenters, are wet and clayey, so that
the splash of water is heard from the graves, as the coffins descend, produ-
cing a shudder in every mourner. I may with confidence disclaim the
imputation that the ‘grave-yards of dissenlers were primarily and
chifly established with a view to emolument. Dany grave yards that are
private property, purchased by undertakers for their own emolument,
are regarded as dissenting burial grounds, and we are implicated in the
censures {hat are pronounced upon the unseemly and disgusting transac-
tions that have been detected in them,—These are not dissenting but
general cemeteries : dissenters use them for the reasons already stated
[which are omitted, being the objections urged by dissenlers against the
indiscriminale use of the burial service.] The pastor of the bereaved
family accompanies them to the grave, or meets them there, adapts his
ministrations to their known circumstances, and without fee or reward—
except in rare cases—discharges them as part of his pastoral work, By far
the greatest portion of the persons buried in these grounds ave not dissenfers
at all; and to meet the feelings of their connections the proprietors of these
grounds obtain the services of men, who, _without scruple, ape the clergy-
man, assume the surplice, and read the service of the church; a fact which is
sufficient to show that they are not dissenters themselves, nor seeking to
‘conciliate dissenfing objections. The congregational or independeént deno-
mination, to which I belong, have about 120 ¢hapels in and around Lendon,
and I believe there is not more than a sixth part of them that have grave
yards attached, and all those are not in the hands of {rustees appointed by
the people. But, as far as I know and believe, there are but very few of
these open {o the sweeping censures thai have been pronounced upon them.

* Vide Appendix for the list of burial places returncd, and a view of the spaces
requisite on the preceding scale, § 145, and the relative space vecupied as burial
ground by the chief religious denominations.

Emolument caleulated upon by private Cemetery Companies, 135

At a recent meeling of the congregational ministers of the metropolis ihey
resolved, * That this board will always hail with satisfaction the adoption
of any eflicient means to correct abuses connected with burial grounds, as
well general as parochial, where such abuses are proved to exist;” and 1
trust that the character of dissenters in general for good citizenship, is suffi-
cient fo assure you that they will never permit their private inferests to
oppose any great measwres for our social improvement that are really
national in their spirit and design.

Asthe sufficiency of the burial grounds existing within the metro-
polis does not. properly come into question under the general con-
clusion that there ought to be none there, the only observation I
at present submit upon the space of ground now occupied is that it
would serve hercafter advantageously to be kept open as public
rround.

§ 157. ‘Thewell considered regulations then, give about 1452 com-
mon graves per acre for a town population. §145. In the arrange-
ments made for cemeteries belonging to a joint stock company, it is
calculated that every acre of ground filled with vaults and private
graves, will receive no less than 11,000 bodies. On the average
size of coftins of 6 feet 3 by 1 foot 9, the common estimate is that
the floor of an acre will receive 3,887 coftins laid side by side.

§ 158. Auother calculation for the produce of a company’s
cemetery, is that each grave will be 6 feet by 2 feet; or 12 square
feet, or 3630 graves to the acre (which contains 43,560 square
feet), and that every grave shall contain 10 coflins in each grave.
‘I'wenty-five shillings is charged for each coffin interred: hence
cach acre is caleulated to produce, when filled (without reference
to the public health), a gross sum of 45,375/, In onc instance,
where the burials in a company’s cemetery were five deep, the
sales of graves actually made were at a rate of 17,000Z. per acre,
gross produce. -

§ 159, The retention of bodies in leaden coffins in vaults is ob-
jected to, as increasing the noxiousness of the gases, which soouer
or later escape, and when in vaults beneath churches, create a
miasma which is apt to escape through the floor, whenever
the church is warmed.® In Austria, and in other states,

* It is due to the medical profession” to state, that they have always
discountenanced as injurious the practice of entombment in vanits under
churches, A Parisian physician had the following epitaph to his memory :—

“ Simon Pierre, vir pius ef probus
Hie sub dio sepeliri voluit

Ne mortuus cuiquam noceret
Qui vivus omnibus profuerat.”

At Louvain, there is the tomb of a celebrated anatomist, with the follow-

ing:—

“ Philippus Verhagen,

Med. Dr. et prof.

Partem sui materialem

Hic in caemeterio condi voluit,
Ne templum dehonesfaret

Aul nocivis halitibus inficeret.”
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136 Objections te parpetuitics in public Conclerics.

interment in lead is probibited, In the majority of cases in
England, burial in lead, as well as in other expensive cofliug,
appears to be generally promoted by the undertakers, to whom
they are the most profitable. The Emperor Joseph, of Austria,
on the knowledge of the more deleterious character of concentrated
emanations from the dead, forbade the use even of coffins, and
directed that all people should be buried in sacks; but this
excited discontent amongst his subjects, who agreed in the sanitary
principle of the measure, but complained that, putting lh(.‘lll.ill
sicks, was treating them as the Turks would do, and the regulation
was altered for burial in coffins made of pine, which decays rapidly.

§ 160. It is to be observed as an improved direction of the public
mind in the British metropolis, that on the part of persons who
Lave the means of defraying the expenses of vaults, an increasing
preference of inhumation is manifested, and that it s found by
cemetery companics that catacombs prepared for sale are not
so much in demand as was anticipated from the proportion in
which they were in demand in the parochial burial grounds, The
state of some of the places of common burial has evidently been
such as to lead to the practice of entombment in preference to
inhumation. The associations commonly expressed with inhuma-
tion (redditur enim terr@ corpus, et ita locatum ac situm, quasi
operimento malris obducitur, Cic. de legibus) were with a purer
earth. In the most carefully regulated cemeteries in Germany the

" sale of any portions in perpetuity is entirely prohibited. The recent

investigation of the disorders which have arisen in the management
of the Parisian cemeteries, has led to a conclusion for the adoption
of the same regulation, it having been found that, in time, families
become extincet, or fall into decay; that a proportion of the tombs
and vaults are neglected and fall into ruins, and detract {from the
general good keeping of the rest. Under such circumstances
the private tombs too frequently raise associations of a character
the very opposite of those intended by the purchasers. Their
numbers at the same time increase and continually encroach on
the spaces for general burial, and would ultimately occupy the
whole of the cemeteries ; and in the progress of population would
absorb and hold large tracts of most important land ncar towns,
in what would literally be one of the worst species of moytmain.*
It has, therefore, been found necessary to restrict the sale of per-
petuitics in vaulfs or graves, and to give only what may be called
leases for ycars, renewable on conditions, for the public protection.

* Perpetuilics in burial grounds may be said to have Leen declared illegal hy
Lord Stowell's decision in the case of Gilbeit e, the Churchwardens of St. Andrew?s,
Holborn, on the use of iron coffins. His lordship, in his judgment in that case,
remarked, that “All contiivances that, whether intentionally or nct, prolong the
time of dissolution beyond the period at which the common local understanding and
usage have fixed it, is an act of injustice, unless compensated in some other way.—
Iaggard’s Rep. v. 2, p. 353, Fide statement of the principle of this decision, in e
extracts from the judgment given in the Appendix, No. 12,

Objections to unregulated privale Intcrments. 137

§ 161. In the common grave-yards in the metropolis, the bones
are ‘scattered about, or wheeled away to a bone-house, where they
arc_thrown into a heap. The fecling of the labouring classes
at the sight of the removal of the bones from an overerowded
churchyard was expressed in a reeent complaint, that those in
charge of the place “would not give the poor bones time to
decay.” InParis it is the custom to arrange skulls and bones, in
various forms, in catacombs: but they are offensive objects ;
and the feelings of the poor man must be but ill consulted in
presenting to him, in these decayed and debased remains, the
prospect of the use of his own skull and bones to form part of a
great and revolting monument. A more beneficial arrangement
15 that in the better regulated German cemeteries, whero it is
the invariable rule fo remove from the sight and to re-inter
carclully, all bones, the object being to preserve the assoctations
of a gradual, inoffensive, and salutary restoration of the material
clements, : _

§ 162. By the Cude Napoleen any one was permitted to be inter-
red in his own garden, or wheresoever he pleased. By the better
consicdered jurisprudence in Germany this Iiberty is withheld ;
because if the practice were to become general, such decomposing
remains would be spread about without order, to the injury of the
public health : it would facilitate the burial of persons murdered ;
many by precipitate and ill-regulated burial would be bLuried
alive; many would be buried i this mode to evade proper
inquirics. An examination of the circumstances of private and
speculative burial grounds in this country developes many facts,
in corroboration of the soundness of the German jurisprudence
on this subject. ‘

§ 163. “The information wilh relation to material arrangements
of the public cemeteries in Germany is submitted, as showing
how much there is in their details” of important questions of
scientific appliances lor consideration, which, in the new cemeteries
as well as in the old burial groundsin this country, have gencrally
been overlooked : appliances which, even if they were practicable on
a pavochial scale of management, would surely be little understood
by the ordinary class of parochial officers. 'Though the practice
in Germany appears o be on most points in advance, the inquiry
has elicited various suggestions of probable important improve-
ments upon it, which 1t is thought unuecessary {o discuss, as
being more fitted for investigation when new cemeleries have been
determined upon than at present. It may for the present suflice
to state, that a confident expectation is entertained by the best
informed witnesses, that were the attention of the most competent
persons who have hitherto been scared away, secured to the sub-
Ject, 0l further useful improvements would be in a very short
time effected. '

§ 164. T'he following portion of evidence from Dr, Lyon Play-
fair, which adverts to the management of the evil in the common
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138 Sanitary Improvements in the mode of Interment,

grave-yards, may however be adduced as an example of the
character of some of the improvements already suggested.

You have examined into the state of certain church-yards with refer-
ence to their sanitary effects; have you not?—I have examined various
church-yards and burying-grounds for the purpose of ascertaining whether
the layer of earlh above the bodies is sufficient to absorb the putrid gases
evolved. The carbonie acid gas would not in any case be absorbed, but it
is not to this that the evil efiects are {o be attributed. The slightest -
speetion, however, shows 1hat the putrid gases are not thoroughly absorbed
by soil lying over the bodies. T know several church-yards from which
most feelid smells are evolved, and gases with similar odour are emitted
from the sides of sewers passing in the vicinity of chuvch-yards, although
{hey may be above 30 feet from them. If thesc gases are thus evolved
laterally they must be equally emilted in an upward direction, I'he worst
burying-grounds which have come under my notice are those belonging 1o
private persons, generally undertakers, who make their livelihood by in-
terring at a cheap rate, ~ I visited one of these only & few days since. 1t
was about 150 feet long and about 30 broad, and had been used for 50
years as a burying ground, and was still a favowrile place of interment
among the poor. Of course many bodies are placed in one grave, and
when the ground becomes {oo much raised by bodies, it is levelled, and
the boxes, &e., exhumed during the levelling, are thrown inio a large
cellar fitted to receive them. This whole ground was a mass of cor-
raption, as may well be supposed, and it is siluated in a densely popu-
lated neighbourhood. T mention this case as oue among many other
similar cases of private burying-grounds, in order {o suggest that atten-
fion should be paid in any alteration respecting the laws regulating
interments, to prevent burying-grounds being kept as objects of pecuniary
speculation, at least within fowns; for this practice gives much inducement
1o violate every feeling of decency and regard for public health in the
desire for gain, ) )

Can you suggest any method for preveniing the escape of miasmata
from graves, or from places for the interment of the dead?—I cannot
surgest any methods as the resul‘ts of experiment ; but, at the same tmw,.
1 think it possible that the evil might be much abated by the use ol
certain materials. For example, in a theoretical point of view, chloride
of lime would be quite effectnal, but it might not be applicable in practice,
Doth from its expense, and from its great tendency to be decomposed. A
cheap method of absorbing putrid effluvia, is by a mixture of charcoal from
burnt tar, burnt clay, and gypsum. ‘When such a mixture is mixed with
putrid matter, all smeli is immediately removed, and the matier is rendered
inoffensive to health. When this mixture is strewed over decomposing
animal and vegetable matler, it ceases to emit disagreeable odours. In
like manney, if a layer of such a cheap mixture as this were thrown around
and over a coflin, it wonld absorb probably the greatest part, if not all, of the
putrid miasmata arising from the decomposition of the body. It possesses
also this advantage, that it would not impair by keeping, even though the
coffin did not burst for some years, I beg, however, again to slate, that 1
{hrow this out as a mere suggestion, as I have never tried it in the case
of graves, although I think it would be well worthy of a trial. Vegetation
also ought to be cncouraged over the graves. The legitimafe food of
plants is derived from decaying animal matler; for indeed all the food
existing in the air, from which they derive their nutriment, is {urnished fo
the atmosphere by the decay of organic malter. Tlants assist in absorb-
ing the emanations which escape from graves.

§ 165. It has been mentioned as an objection entertained in Ger-
many to the use of clayey soils, on the ground that they retain the
gases, and prevent that regular access of air which is necessary

Olbstructions in Companics lo profitless public I mprovements, 139

(as explained in a portion of evidence already adduced) to allow
decay to proceed without putrefaction, which is the most dan-
gerous condition,  Good sand and good gravel are of value in the
metropolis. It is stated by a gentleman connected with one of
the cemeteries, and it is here mentioned to show the prevalent
want of knowledge, that it is the common practice when sand and
gravel are dug out to form a grave, not to return it, but to fill in
with the cheap and coarse, but retentive, London clay, Now the
grave-diggers frequently sufler severely in re-opening the graves
which are thus filled in by the retentive clay, and 1‘3quire to he
stimulated to their work by ardent spirits; and their ghastly
appearance, as Mr, Loudon observes, attests the sufferines which
they undergo. In another new cemetery, where the g?ass was
very poor, the turf-mounds covering some of the graves was
trodden down ; on inquiring the veason, it was stated that sheep
had Deen let in to eat the grass, to save the expense of cutting it.
Some of the trees and shrubs first planted had not thriven well,
and the officers stated that they had not yet been able to persnade
the directors to go to the expense of renewing them, In most
olher cemeteries the plantations were in very good order, and
several presented points of improvement in the architectural ar-
angements.  But, as observed by Mr. Loudon, “nearly all the
new London cemeteries, and most of the provineial cemeteries,
adopt the practice of interring a number of bodies in the same
grave, without leaving a sufhcient depth over each coffin, to
absorb the greater patt of the gases of decomposition.” It may
indeed be confidently affirmed that there is scarcely one of the
new cemeteries in which one or other of the well established prin-
ciples of management, in the choice of the site, or the preparation
of the soil, or in the drainage, or in the mode of burial, or in the
numbers inferred in one grave, or in respect to the precautions to
prevent the undue corruption of the remains and escapes of dan-
gerous miorbific matter, or in the service and officers, or in juris-
prudential securities, is not overlooked. (§ 20.)

§ 166. In the cemetery at Liverpool, where Mr. Huskisson is
interred, it is the practice to pile the coffins of the poorest class in
deep graves or pits, one coffin over the other, with only a thin cover-
ing of carth over each coffin until the pit is filled, when it holds
upwards of thirty, as the sexton expressed it, about * thirty-four
big and little.” The observation of several of the joint stock ceme-
teries, and their estimates of future amounts of mterments, not of
one body in one grave, but of bodies piled one over the other by
five and even ten deep, without any new precautions in respect
to the emanations, the general experience of the dificulty of effect-
ing any change through commercial associations that does not
promise an immediate return for the expense incurred, prove
that, although they may be kept in a better condition to the
cye, there is no security that they will not be as injurious as any
common burial grounds, and stand as much in need of some
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regulations for the protection of the inhabitants of the dwellings
which in time-may be driven closer around them. .

§ 167. Besides the improvements in formation of the cometeries
and management of the interments, the regulations of the I'ranck-
fort and Munich cemeterics present instances which it may here be
proper to submit for cousideration, of the advantages derivable in
ai of the religious service from a Letter organized staff’ of ofticers
in maintaining superior order in the grounds on all occasions of
solemnity. .

§ 168, It will have Leen perceived how little support the
clergymen have in any appointed stafl’ of oflicers to mamfaim
order in the burial-grounds of the more populous parishes. 1§87,
8S, and 111. On occasions of several interments taking place in
burial-grounds in the metropolis at the same time, the master
undertakers will volunteer their services to get the crowd of
by-standers into some order, and show how much might be done
Ly other and better superintendence to add to the impressive-
ness of the last scene.  ‘The inferior attendants, the gravc-dlggqrs,
at the interments which I have witnessed at the new cemeterics,
attended, as they usually do at the parochia} gr.ouuds,.m a dis-
orderly condition—unshaven, dirty in person, 1n dirly shirts al}d
in the old and the common filthy dress. During the burial
service the undertakers’ men only concerned themselves in re-
moving the feathers from the hearse and preparing for an im-
mediate return; all the attendants began talking on other matters,
and went their different ways immediately the coflin was lowered ;
the mourners were left with the utmost unconcern, except by
the grave-diggers, who followed them in the attitude of the usual
solicitations of money for drink. '

169. A conception of the alterations required and practicable
in public establishments for conducting such a cercmony with
due regard to the feclings of the syr\’ivors and the public, may be
formed by inspecting the regulations of the cemetery at Fraunek-
fort, from which it will be perceived that the superintendence 9{
the cemetery, and of the sextons in their various employments, 15
given to a cemetery inspector, whose duties are deseribed in the
second section of the regulations, and who must be a person of
medical education, an officer of public health, exantined by the
Sanitary Board, and found by them to be qualified. It is spe-
cified as an important duty that he shall be present at the inter-
ment, * in order that by his presence nothing may be done by his
subordinates, or by any other person, which sfhould be contrary to
the dignity of the interment or to the regulations.”

The regulations also provide as follows :—

(3.) For the performance of all the nccessary arrangements preceding
the interment, commissaties of interments are appoinied to fake the place
of the so called undertakers, These commissavies have to airange every
thing connceted with the funeral, and arc responsible for the proper fulfil-

ment of all the segulations given in their instructions,
(4 In order to prevent the great expense which was formerly occa-
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sioned Dy the attendanee with the dead to the grave, bearers shall be
appointed who shall attend to the cemetery all funerals, without distinction
of rank or condition,

To these bearers shall be given assistants, who shall be equally under
the control of the interment commissaries,

The commissary must see thet the bearers are always cleanly and re-
spectably dressed in black when they appear at a funeral, and must be
particularly eareful that they conduct themselves seriously, quietly, and
respectably,

He must also sce that the carriage of the dead is not driven quickly
cither in thie town or beyond it, but that it is conducted respectably at a
proper quiet pace,

Wlhen the dead is covered, and not until then, the commissary and the
bearers shall leave the cemefery in perfect silenee. :

For any impropriety which may, through the conduct of the bearvers, arise
during the interment, the commissary is responsible,

(35.) The sextons must always be respectably dressed in black during
the interment, and those who go to the house of inourning must always
appear in neat and clean attire, and must be studious at all times, whether
engaged within or without the churehyard, to preserve a modest and proper
behaviour. Drunkenness, negleet of duty, or abuse of their services, will
be punished by the Church Yard Commission, and on repetition of the
offence, the offender will be dismissed,

A Christian attention and civility to all is required from the
highest public officer, without any fees or expense, and mendicancy
on the part of the inferior attendants, and the rapacity of the
uneducated and of the ill-educated, which always rushes in most
strongly on the helpless, are equally prohibited.  Of the inspector
himself, it is by these regulations provided : —

(17.) It is the duty of the inspector to treat all who have to apply to
him with politeness and respeet, and to give the required information un-
weariedly and with ready good will.

Under no prefext is he allowed cither to demand or receive any payment,
as he has a sufficient salary.

And in respeet to the other officers :i—

(40.) Besides, or in addifion to the authorised payment printed in the tax
roli, and determined by the Cemetery Commission as the sufficient remu-
neration of the Inspector, Commissioners of Interments, the Learers and
sextons, no one is on the oceasion of a deatlh, either to give money,; or to
furnish food and drink.

. The practice of furnishing erape, gloves, lemous, &ec., by the friends of the
dead, is also given up, and the persons engaged in conducting the infermeat,
must iake all the requisites with them, without asking or receiving any
compensation, under pain of instant dismissal,

§ 170. It is now a prevalent complaint, which, so far as the
present inquiry has proceeded, appears to be a just one, that in the
management of the common grave-yards in this country, human
remains are literally treated as earth, by the sextons and grave-
diggers, and ignorant men to whom that management falls. The
popular sentiments are offended by such open practices as that of
using an iron bover, to bore down and ascertain whether the
ground is occupied by a coffin, and whether it and the confents
ave sulliciently decayed for removal.  Were proper registries kept
of all interments aund their sites, these, and a knowledge of natural
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operations, would render such offensive p_robcsslvs unnecessary.
There appear to be few parochial grounds in which the remains
of any individual of the poorer classes could be found with eer-
tainty, for exhumation, or for judicial or other purposes. -
171. In the German regulations cited as examples, the public
feeling is carefully consulted, and the general principle is acted
upon, that the remains, so long as they last, are sacred, and nust
even be dealt with as sentient.  Year alter year the regulations
for the care of the dead in the house of reception preparatory to
interment are serupulously maintained, on the presumplion. tllz}t
a revival may take place, and the action upon the presumption is
not relaxed, although perhaps there is no actual probability of
such an event taking place. Persons are kept in attendance at
the cemetery on this presumption, and with respect to them it is
expressly provided :— '

(7.) If roughness be shown by a nurse to the dead, he must be punished
with instant dismissal, and a notification of the same must be given by the
Cemetery Commission, to the police, in order that proper inquiry and punish-
ment be given.

Moral influence of seclusion from thronged places, and of deco-
rative Improvements in Nalional Cemeteries, and arrange-
ments requisile for the salisfuctory performance of Iuneral
Rites.

§ 172. The images presented to the mind by the visible arrange-
ments for sepulture, are inseparably associated with the ideas of
death itself to the greater proportion of the population. Neglected
or mismanaged burial grounds superadd to the indefinite terrovs
of dissolution, the revolting image of festering heaps, disturbed
and scattered bones, the prospect of a charnel house and its
associations of desecration and insult.  With burial grounds that
are undrained, for example, the associations expressed by the
labouring classes on the occasion of burial there, are similar to
those which would arise on plunging a sentient body into a
“ watery grave.” Where there is nothing visible to raise such
painful associations, a feeling of dislike is manifested to the * com-
mon” burial grounds in crowded disiricts, or to their “dreariness”
in the districts which are the least frequented,

The Rev. H. H. Milman, the recior of St. Margaret’s, West.
minster, probably adverts to these associations when questioned
before the Committee of the House of Commons with reference to
the expedieney of discontinuing burial in his own parish,

2744. In reference to the churchyard of St. Margaret’s, is that full or
not >—It is very full.

2745. Can you with convenience infer {here >—My own opinion is, that
inferment onght to be discontinued there for several reasons; nol because
I have ever heard of any noxious effect upon the health of the neighbour-
hood, but on account of ils public situation ; it is a thoroughfare, and, in
point of fact, it has been a cemetery so long, and it is so erowded, that in-
{erment cannot {ake place without interfering with previous interments,

and of decorative Improvements in places of public Interment, 143

Mr. Wordsworth, in a paper first published by Mz Coleridge,
has thus expressed the same sentiments, and the feelings, which
it is submitted, are entitled to regard, in legislating upon this
subject :—

 In ancient times, as is well known, it was the custom fo bury
the dead beyond the walls of towns aud citics, and among the
Greeks and Romans they were frequently interred by the way sides,

“ 1 could here pause with pleasure, and invite the reader to
indulge with me in contemplation of the advantages which must
have attended such a practice, We might ruminate on the beaury
which the monuments thus placed must have borrowed from the
surrounding images of nature, from the trees, the wild flowers,
from a stream runping within sight or hearing, from the beaten
road, sirefching its weary length hard by, Many tender simili-
tudes must these objects have presented to the mind of the
traveller, leaning upon one of the tombs, or reposing in the cool-
ness of its shades, whether he had halted from weariness, or in
compliance with the invitation, ¢ Pause traveller,” so often found
upon the monuments. And to its epitaph must have been sup-
plied strong appeals to visible appearances or immediate impres-
sions, lively and affecting analogies of life as a journey—death as
a sleep overcoming the tired wayfarer—of misfortune as a storm
that falls suddenly upon him—of beauty as a flower that passeth
away, or of innocent pleasure as one that may be gathered—of
virtue that standeth firm as a rock against the beating waves ;—of
hope undermined insensibly like the poplar by the side of the river
that has fed it, or blasted in a moment like a pine tree by the
siroke of lightning on the mountain top—of admonitions and
heart-stirring remembrances, like a refreshing breeze that comes
without warning, or the taste of the waters of an unexpected
fountain. These and similar suggestions must have given for-
merly, to the language of the senseless stone, a voice enforced
and endeared by the beuignity of that nature with which it was in
unison. .

“We inmodern times have lost much of these aidvantages; and
they are butin a small degree counter-balanced to the inhabitanis
of large towns and cities, by the custom of depositing the dead
within or contiguous to their places of worship, however splendid
or imposing may be the appearance of those edifices, or however
interesting or salutary may be the associations connected with
them, Ifven wereit not true, that tombs lose their monitory virtue
when thus obtruded upon the notico of men occupied with the
cares of the world, and too often sullied and defiled by those cares;;
yet still, when death is in our thoughts, nothing can make amends
for the want of the soothing influences of nature, and for the ab-
sence of those types of renovation and decay which the fields and
woods offer fo the notice of the serious and contemplative mind.
To feel the force of this sentiment, let a man only compare, in
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144 Moral effects of carefully maintained Places of Interment.

imagination, the unsightly manner in which our nmionuments are

crowded together in the busy, noisy, unclean, and almost grassless
churchyard of a large town, with the still seclusion of a Turkish
cemetery in some remote place, and yot further sanctified by the
arove of cypress in which it is embosomed.”

§ 173. Careful visible arrangements, of an agrecable nature,

raise corresponding mental images and associations which diminish
the terrors incident to the aspect of death. Individuals who have
purchased portions of decorated cemeteries for their own interment.
i the metropolis, make a practice of visiting them for the sake,
doubtless, of those solemm but tranquil thoughts which the place
inspires as personally connected with themselves. The establish-
ment of a cemetery at Highgate was strongly opposed by the
inhabitants, but when its decorations with flowers and shrubs and
trees, and its quiet and seclusion were seen, applications were
made for the purchase of keys, which conferred the privilege of
walking in the cemetery at whatever time the purchaser pleased,
If the chicf private cemeteries in the suburbs of the metropolis
were thrown open on a Sunday, they would on fine days be often
thronged by a respectful population. Such private cemeferies
as have been formed, though pronounced to be only improve-
ments on the places of burial in this country, and far below
what it would yet be practicable to accomplish, have indisputably
been viewed with public satisfaction, and have created desires of
further advances by the erection of national cemeteries. = Abroad
the national cemeteries have obtained the deepest hold on the
affections of the population. I have been informed by an accom-
plished traveller, who has carefully observed their effects, that
cemeteries have been established near to all the large towns in
the United States. To some of these cemeteries an lorticultural
garden is attached ; the garden walks being comected with the
places of interment, which, though decorated, are kept apart.
These cemeteries are places of public resort, and are there ob-
served, as in other countries, to have a powerful effect in
soothing the feelings of those who have departed {riends, and in
refining the feelings of all. At Constantinople, the place of pro-
menade for Luropeans is the cemetery at DPera, which is
fanted with eypress, and has a dclightful poesition on the
side of a hill overlooking the Golden Horn. The greatest public
cemetery attached to that capital is at Seutari, which forms a
beaufiful grove, and disputes in attraction, as a place for readers,
with the fountains and cloisters of the Mosques.

174. In Russia, almost cvery fown of importance has itsburial
place at a distance from thie town, laid out by the architect of the
wovernment. It is always well planted with trees, and is frequently
ornamented with good pieces of sculpture. Nearly every German
town has its cemetery at a distance from the town, planted with
trees and ornamented with public and private monuments, Most of
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the cemeteries have some choice works of art or public monu
which alone would render them an object of attraction Fn}e.nt,
stance, at Saxe Weimar, the cemetéry contains the.tomgl m-f
Goethe and Schiller placed in the mausoleum of the ducal f; rs'l0
In Turkey, Russia, and Germany the poorer classes ha‘} mtly.
fldvantages. of interment in the national cemeteries. In Ru‘ﬁ g
is the practice to hold festivals twice a-year over the graves o?’stlirrL 'l?
friends.  In several parts of Germany similar customs prevail li{::
Munich, the festival on All Saints’ Day (November the Is.t) i
(lCSCl:le:l as one of the most extraordinary spectacles that is 1o llS
seen in liurope*  The tombs are decorated in a nost remark'lbl)c
manner w1§ll flowers, natural and artificial, branches of u"eec
canopies, pictures, sculptures, and every conceivable object th St’
can be applied to ornament or decorate. ~The labour besgowed (?
some tombs requires so much time, that it is commenced fwo on'
three days beforehand, and protected while going on by a temi
porary roof. During the whole of the night precgding the 1st of
l\ovember,. the relations of the dead areboccupied in completing
the decoration of the tombs, and during the whole of All %Saint]*’
j'Da)f fmd the day I'o_llowing, being AllDSouls’ Day, the cemetcrbr
is (\{131[0(1 by the entire populatiop of Munich, including the king
and queen, who go there on foot, and many sirangers from
(hs.tant parts. Mr. Loudon states that, when he was the?e it was
estimated that 50,000 persons had walked round the cometor
m one day, the whole, with very few exceptions, dressed iﬂ
black. On .November the 3rd, about mid-day, the’ more valu-
:}ble decorations are removed, and the remainder left fo de
from the effects of fime and weather, y
~ §175. A reviewof the circumstances influencing the public feel-
ing, ;.md of the tendencies marked by the recent cli'mges of practice
m this country, and of the effects of the public institutions for in-
ferment amongst other ecivilised nations, enforee the conclusion
that those arrangements fo which the attention of the population is
so carnestly directed, should be made with the greatest care
and that _placcs of public burial demand the hirﬁlest order of
art m laying out the sites, and decorating them with trees and

* The neglect of the cemeteries at Paris, and especially of those portions
dedicated to the inlerment of the poorer classes, has been the subjeet of
public complaint, and means are now being taken to redress them. A friend
who aided me with some inquiries in respeet to them, slates,~— ' ’

. The English tourist in visiling Pére la Chaise is attracted by splendi

1 the midst of cypress trees, and little gardens filled with ﬁosweprs p}:llltlg((in:l;:::ﬁlt:
?mtjlnrlty of the tombs; but the graves of the humbler classes lie beyond these, and
‘(;lt:e{n Pt}w stranger is seldom conducted. The contrast is painful.  When I last
fh:e 24 lfre l:ia_. Chaise, on a fine day in November, and after a week of unusually
“m.t\evren fxﬁr or the seasou, I found the paths quite impracticable in the poorer
111"; l?’ m]cemct_ery_, and as I watched a man,in the usual blouse dress worn by
0\'er“;?:1;3 llrlg f:‘as?,nlckmg his way through the mud to lead his little boy to yray
over th gimu. of his mother, T could but deplore 1he economy of an administration
mn::r llw;n( neglected to provide, at least, a dry gravel patk for the humble and pious
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architectural structures of a solemn and clevating character.
National arrangements with such objeets, would be followed up
and supported by the munificence of private individuals, and by
various communities. It is observable in the metropolis, and in
the larger towns that the direction of private feeling in the choice
of sepulture is less affected by locality or neighbourhood, thau

by classes of profession or occupation, or social communion when
living, and that such foeling would tend to association in the grave

and monumental decoration. A proposal has been in circulation

for the purchase of a portion of one o
crection of a mausoleum for persons of the naval and military

professions—members of the United Service clubs. At the public
cemetery of Mayence are interred 150 veteran soldiers, officers
and privates, natives of the town, who were buried in one spot,
denoted by 2 monument on which cach man’s name and course of
service is inscribed in gold letters, and the monument is sur-
mounted by a statue of the genera\ under whom they served,

At Berlin there is a cemetery connected with the Invaleiden haus
founded by Frederick the Great, in which many of the generals
The grownd is well laid

arc buried with the private soldiers. .
out, and ornamented with monuments, the Jatest of which are
executed by Tieck, and other celebrated sculptors,  This

cemetery forms the favourite walk of the old soldiers. The
great moral force, and the consolation to the dying and the incen-
tive to public spirit whilst living, derivable from the natural regu-
lations of a public cemetery, is almost entirely lost in this country,

except in the few cases where public monuments are provided m

the cathedrals. In the metropolisit would be very difficult to find
10 have advanced or adorned

the graves of persons of minor fame wl
any branch of civil or military service, or have distinguished
themselves in any art or science. Yot there are few occupa-

tions which could mot furnish examples for pleasurable con-
templation to the living who are engaged in them, and claim
honour from the public. The humblest class of artisans would
feel consolation and honour in interment in the same cemetery
with Brindley, with Crompton, or with Murdoch, the artisan who
assisted and carried out the conceptions of Watt; or with
Fmerson, or with Simpson, the hand-loom weaver, who became
professor of mathematics at Woolwich; or with Ferguson, the
shepherd’s son; or with Dollond, the improver of telescopes,
whose earlicst years were spent at a loom in Spitalficlds; or with
others who ¢ have risen from the wheelbarrow” and done honour
to the country, and individually gained public attention from
the ranks of privates; such for example as Jolin Sykes, Nelson’s
cockswain, an old and faithful follower, who twice saved the life of
his admiral by parrying the blows that were aimed at him, and at,
last actually “interposed his own person to meet the blow of an
enemy’s sabre whicl: he could not by any other means avert,

f the new cemeteries, for the
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and who survive
of heroic at:::gl?iegtle d’;z[l‘l}]gemus wound he received in this act
and moral influence -0 . thlc‘: lgil"rtieg;e;gmvt c::f thtzl means of honm(:l.
example P neration derj .
in 1:he1 Ial'ggl't::)(:\':]nel ttorious (_lead of every class, ViE:;bl:tfl 01:; the
charncls, © Tho a‘l‘sﬁcasl; away in obscure grave-yards and ofIf)'enss(?Irlt
which have from the‘?‘?lis who are now associated in Conlmunitl"e
might it thou il )eneﬂce.nt objects a claim to public 1 1
of their ox:r?: chose it .have their spaces set apart fOl‘P the lfnl E'g;;l‘d,
associntion wittlllccég)cc;hon,l and whilst they derive interes(:n}'rsrs
from accommodatn, lw(i)ttl ler, lthey would also derive consolati;g
an (§I Iil71llstri0us doad un the same precincts as the more public
6. It is due to ,
s Uth‘a-mu:'Ialieotl? thﬁ meniory of Sir Christopher Wren, to state
for the rebuildin Sf'uIl,nban cemeteries formed part of his pl
wish,” says he “gthot llondop after the great fire. «I WEUE;(III
which is mot. o] a ]a burials in churches might be disallowed
Kept, cven, nor 3;8 lfllw 101.0501119, but the pavements can never D Y
about the’churc%l “t]S upright: and if the church-yard be elo .
being Continually’rails]:dlli z;]lso n?convenient,' because the gl‘ou::i
by steps into thy el y ,ll.e lglaves, occasions in time a descent
green, as appears evid 1, which renders it damp, and the walls
quired where, t] idently in all old churches. It will be i
where, then, shall be the burials 7—I : ° -
seated in the outskirts of tl a's f—1 answer, m cemeteries
fashion of the age to sol he town; and since it has become the
where the deseeed ;10 en}mze funerals by a train of coaches (even
teries should be half ' o‘] moderato condition), though the ceme-
?‘llal'ge need be little 21-1;:1)ell?él'?’[?lflldlsmnlt ﬁ‘tilll the charch, the
irst perfor i usual ; the servi
bo inltell'rgi {lzliiltllll; tlelliisllllui'Ch-: but for t_he poor and s‘;gﬁ ;lsmgu:)s?
one horse may belke ) ilmg@, a public hearse of two wheels and
the horse, and take %) la small expense, the usual bearers to lead
of t1yo agres, in (h e?lfli lt lle corpse at the grave. A piece of ground
1176 Toods an’1 onast i et-b(us.,l ;\.'IH berpull-cha.sed for much less than
brick wall, and bavine s ‘1 (ﬁ?gs. This being enclosed with a strong
planted with yew g i tlva round, and two cross walks, decently
Whore the den] mead 5, lle four quarters may serve four parishesy
or piled four o ﬁmel(l not be disturbed at the pleasure of the sexton,
v, T oo é)onbone a.mothel-, or bones thrown out to gai1;
yet the dilllensiouls ;ht;S 1 leil)lltlful monuments may be erected ; but
to the fancy of ever uld be regulated by an architect, and nt;t left
tombs would shoul(blre llnason; for thus the rich with large marble
bust, or statue on « 1 out the poor: when a pyramid, a good
» or a proper pedestal will tak e room
quarters, and be broner take up little room in the
walls will coutaiul ; per C]l than figures lying on marble beds: the
the real wood i 3cu‘tc] 1'eons and memorials for 1he dead, and
furtlion ﬁnt 1{ X and wa ks. for the living. Tt may be consi(’leréd
> U 1c cemeteries be thus thrown iuto the fields, the};
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will bound the excessive growth of the city with a graceful border
which is now encircled with scavenger's dung-stalls,”*

§ 177. I might submit the concurrent opinions of several distin-

uished clergymen, communicated in reference to the general view

of the importance of a large change in the practice of town inter-
ments, and the formation of suburban cemeteries, as being indeed
conformable to the practice of the Jews and carly Chuistians, and
recognised in the words “There was a dead man carried out.”
It was the ancient practice, as is perhaps indicated in the term
exsequies, to bury outside of the town.§ To this practice 1t 33
clear that the earliest Christians conformed. Itwas their custom
to assign to the martyrs the most conspicuous places, over which
altars or monuments were crected, where the believers used to

so that it may rather be said of

assemble for nightly worship, : :
them that their burial places were their churches, than that their
churches were their burial places.] When the temples of the

heathen gods were converted into Christian ehurches, the bones or
relies of these illustrious persons, together with the altars, were
removed and placed within the churches. The early practice of
burial in the cemeteries near the earthly yremains of those holy
persons, being deemed a greaf privilege when those 1'emains-were
removed, naturally led to the idea of its continnation, by the inter-
wment of bodies in or about the first accustomed objects of worship.
Nevertheless, interment in the interior of the church was held 1o
be an unusual piece of good fortunc, and when the Emperor Con-
stantine, who had constituted Christianity the religion of the state,
had granted to him a grave within the porticos of the chureh, it was
esteemed the most unheard-of distinction. The ancient Greeks
and Romans thought that a corpse contaminated a sacred place,
and this idea as to the corpse was retained by the early
Christians. When some persons in Constantinople began to
make an invasion upon the laws, under pretence that there was no
express prohibition of burying in churches, Theodosius, by a new
law, equally forbade them burying in cities and burying in
churches ; and this whether it was only the ashes or relics of any
bodies kept above ground in urns or whole bodies laid in coflins ;
for the same reasons that the old laws had assigned, viz., that they

+ Vide Appendix for an exemplification of the excess of deaths and
funcrals, and other losses incurred by setting aside Sir Christopher Wren'’s
plan for the rebuilding of the city of London.

1 One of the twelve tables was in {hese words, * Hominem moriuum in
urbe ne sepelilo neve urito.? Cicero, in one of his epistles, Epist, ad
Div. iv. 12, in which he deseribes the assassination of his friend M. Mar-
cellus; at Athens, mentions that he had been unable to obtain permission of
the Afhenians that the body should be buried in the city ; they said that
such permission was inadmissible on veligious grounds, and that it never

had been granied to any one.
1 Binghany's Christian Antiquiies, b. xxiii. eh, 1, 5. 2,
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might be examples and memorials of mortality and the conditi
of human nature to all passengers, and also that they might 11(:;:10“
gic gllc habitations of the living but leave it pure anc{cle§1 toltoheni-
s l;lej[('g:-)zt\ovl]]:(:nutll onfe of his homilics upon the martyrs, says.,
s ro 1e estival of the Maccabees was celebrated all
he country came thronging info the city ; so now when the fi
tival of the martyrs who lic buried in the country is celebrat dGS_-
was f?t the whole country should remove thither.” Inlike ;?dfm’ell't
;s];:cl: lmﬁ of .tl‘}e l"cstwal of'Drossis_ the martyr, he says, “ Thou l;
i 3) 1 spiritual entertainment in the city, yet their going outgto
su}i?’lm?r 1}1;3 tg(; fl?;?t(;fy %?fl;;(lled_thetlln btqth grcaté;roﬁt and plea-
re.’ : [ribur, i the time of 1arlemague, to
}:ll;; le,;foﬁi?l l;hg]sle ‘o}f l‘)lln'ymg within churehes, decreed that Eo l;u/-
b chanch ‘C(: mtrll?e buried within a chureh; and that if
m any, chutc agla\fs were so numerous that they could not be
o a)n(l lt)ﬁz,uﬁ?:f igcbplace wasd tol be converted into a
: he alt: e remov ‘her '
in a place where sacrifice could be 1-e?i‘geiou:l sre{‘)‘f;'::l"lc:zl ?(I)l dér GzleCde
Bilz;hllll;llllgsll;) thﬁ distinet clerical orders of th)e Primitive (glll.ll‘ch,
andgtrhe chrrgz;l::l'ic}l;FEJI)’ST{:R?IF o t.f)salmist(c, lthe e,
; _ rabolant, ¢ Psalmista, or the canenical singers, were
i:}g)lzglsgci {g(tJl: :tgg\c.; z':u‘d Improve the psalmody of the church, The
(hisiness of the platas was to take care of funerals and provide for
Lhe ¢ :1(;311. 1ntelf ment of the dead. St. Jerome styles them Fossari/
Lcclica?-i%fmﬁ- 3111g:;2::£5i;n Uaﬁd in J ustinian’s Novels they are called
Joctiours ;eakillu (;f' ying 13' corpse or bier at funerals. Aund St.
I g of one that was to be interred, ** The Clerici,” says
he, “ whose office it was, w Feed tho cartly”
o aotoning 1 1c u“fas, W (:‘und 1{1) the body, digged the earth,” and
50, stom, “ made ready the orave.” 1
111(:011'1101'ated a body of men to the nun{ber ott!llaigb incgtl)sntgtgtr::lic
:ls]c?lt)hcé ;Egﬁ:i rﬂ;g {utunT ?f Copiate, for the service in question, and
s they conti 111(3(1 (t)t 3,58me of Honon‘us and Theodosius, junior,
o roc m ‘o 20; but A}lz}stahus augmented them again
le first number, which Justinian confirmed by tw ve
published for that pur Their ko tho whel:
out purpose. Their office was to take the whole
care of funerals upon themselves, and to see that all persons had
:1 deant and honourable interment. Especially they \%'ei'(; oblinlrztl
L(l)] lll)(: Ofl‘ 11; tl.lfs.last oflice to the poorer people without exacting a?ly-
thing of their relations upon that account. The Purabola ¢ Wore
11}001'1)01‘&[0(1 at Alexandria to the number of 500 or GOgl ‘\‘x'Lli;
i‘:le; ﬁ;?g?lii at](()nz(l:stgegd tElé(:)I(II th&a‘lsickl, Elllld ta{li{?(: car(i) of their bodies
: : 1eSS, . Theod., leg. 43 :—Parabolani, qui
'11):1102:11; ::11:3: (lglilllu_m 1(:01'110.1':,1 depujtantul:, quingentos esse ,agte
b quinﬂent,is S( quin hos minus suflicere in prcsenti cognovimus,
D mgentls, ex ;:'c'.'ntos constitui preecipimus,” &e.] They were
olani from their undertaking (Topaforor &yor) @ most

* Vide Levili :
.. e icus, chap. xiv, ver . .
purification. s chap, xiv, verse 33 lo 48, for eatly sanifary measures of
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dangerous office in attending the sick. The foundation of a great
city like Constantinople must have broug}ﬁ: thp pmgmtude of .tlm
service of the burial of the whole population distinetly under view,
and have necessitated comprehensive and systematic arrange-
ments of a corresponding extent, by the superintendence of supe-
rior officers through the gradations of duty of a disciplined force,
which, even with the Eastern redundance of service, could scarc?ly
have failed to be efficient and economical as compared with
numerous separated and isolated cfforts, A great prototype was
thus gained, and the well-considered gradations of d}lty zmld ser-
vice of the great city was carried out as far as practicable in the
small parish. In some churches, where there was no such stand-
ing office as the Copiatee or the Parabolani, the Penitents were
obliged to take upon themselves the office and care of burying
the dead ; « and this by way of discipline and exercise of humility
and charity which were so becoming their sta.hon_.” Bm.ghm.n,
book xviii. cap. 2. The state of administrative information in
these our times may surely be deplored, when any views can e
entertained of making the small parish and the rude and bar-
barous service (multiplied, at an enormous expense) of the really
unsuperintended common gravedigger and sexton, the prototypes
for this most important and difficult branch of public admnistra-
tion of the greatest metropolis in the modern world.

On a full consideration I think it will be apparent that the ex-
clusion of the burial of corpses in churches or in churchyards, and
the adoption of burials in cemeteries, and the conspicuous inter-
ment there of all individuals whose lives and services have graced
communities, will, in so far as it is carried out, be in principle a
return to the primitive practice, restoring to the many the privilege,
of which they are necessarily deprived by burials in churches, of
association in sepulture with the illustrious dead, and giving to these
a wider sphere of attention and honour, and beneficent influence.

On the immediate question of the arrangements for sepulture
I beg leave to submit for consideration the following extracts
from a communicafion from the Rev. H. Milman, which is more
peeuliarly due to him, as his examination before the Committec
of the House of Commons does not appear to have elicited his
full and matured opinions on the important subject :—

T cannot but consider the sanitary part of the question, as the most
dubious, and as resting on less satisfactory evidence than other considera-
tions involved in the inquiry. The decency, the solemnity, the Christian
impressiveness of burial, in my opinion, are of far greater and more unde-
niable importance.

It must unquestionably be a government measure in ils management as
well as its organization. If you have understood my evidence as recom-
mending parochial, rather than a general administration, such was not my
intention. I thought that I had left that point quite open. When I slated
(2729) the alternative of cemeleries provided by the national funds, and by
parochial taxation, I represented the unpopularity of the latter mode of
taxation : and (in 2782) I sugpested certain advantages {o be derived from
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the more general and public administration, The Committee, however,
who seemed fo incline strongly towards the parochial system, went off in
that direction, and the guestions turned rather on the practicability of that
system, and the manner in which it might be organized.

FFarther reflection leads me to the strong convietion that the parochial
system, even if there were no difficulties in forming the union of the smaller
parishes for this object, could only furnish so loose and uncertain a super-
intendence over an affair of such magnitude, and requiring such constant
vigilance, as to be altogether inadequate to the purpose. Ttis not easy,
with their present burthens and responsibilities, to fill the parochial offices
with men competent to the duty, and with sufficient leisure to devote to
it. They are usually filled by men in business of some kind, with con-
siderable sacrifice of their time, and of that attention which is required by
their personal concerns. These duties, however are confined, onerous as
they sometimes are, to their own immediate neighbourhood. But if we add
to their responsibilities, the care of a remote and Jarge churchyard, with all
its complicated management, we impose upon them duties so arduous
and so incompalible with their own interests and avocations, that the
conscientious would shrink from undertaking them, and they would fall
into the hands of a lower class of husy persons, anxious for notoriety, or
with some remote view of advantage to themselves. It will be absolutely
necessary to relieve the parish officers from a burthen which they cannot
undertake without a sacrifice, which ismore than can be expected from men
cngaged in business or in some of the active professions, Besides all this,
the administration would be constantly passing from one to another; the
objection to the whole parochial system, that a man no sooner learns the
duty of his office, than hie is released from it, would apply in a tenfold degree
to an affair of such magnitude. The only way to secure the proper organi-
zalion and conduct of a remote cemelery, would be by officers, judiciously
selected, and adequately paid, who should devote their whole fime to the
business, Many of these objections, as the want of sufficient time without
neglecting more serious duties, would apply to the clergyman of a large
town parish, and if the cemefery be made an object of parochial taxation,
the less he is involved in il the better.

On the wise and maturely considered organization, and on the provisions
for the careful, constant, and vigilant superintendence of the whole system,
will depend enfirely its fulfilment of its great object, the re-investment of
the funeral services, and of the sacred abode of the dead, in their due so-
lemnity and religious influence. Nothing can be more beautiful, more
soothing under the jmmediate influence of sorrow, or at all times more
suggestive of tranquil, yet deep religious emotion, than the village church-
yard, where the clergyman, the squire, or the peasant, pass weekly or more
often by the quiet and hallowed graves of their kindred and friends, to the
house of prayer, and where hereafter they expect themselves to be laid at
rest under a stone perhaps, on which is expressed the simple hope of resur-
rection to eternal life, and where all is so peaceful, that the tomb may
almost seem as if it might last undisturbed to that time. I am inclined to
think that some of the unbounded popularity of Gray’s Elegy, independent
of its exquisite poetic execution, may arise from these associations. Of these
tranquillizing and elevating influences, so constantly refreshed and renewed,
the inhabitants of large cities are of necessity deprived, The churchyard,
often very small, always full, and erowded with remains of former inter-
ments, either carelessly scattered about, or but ill concealed, is in some
cases a thoroughfare, where the religious service is disturbed by the noises,
if not of passing and thoughtless strangers, with those of the din and traffic
of the neighbouring street; and the new made grave, or the stone, which
has just been fixed down, 1s trampled over by the passing crowd, or made
the play-place of idle ehildren. Where, as insome of the Iarger parishes in
the west of London, the burial place is not contignous to the church, it is
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more decent, but then it is secluded within high walls, or perhaps by houses,
and is only open for the funeral ceremony, at other times inaccessible to the
mourning relatives. . .

But will it not be possible, as we cannot give to the population of the
metropolis, and other crowded towns, the quiet, the sanetity, the proximity
to the church of the village place of sepulture, to substitute something at
least decent, and with more appearance of repose und permanence ; if not
solemn, serious, and religiously impressive? The poor arc peculiarly
sensible of these impressions, and to fhem impression and_custom form
a great part, the most profound and universal influence of religion; aud o
them they cannot be given but by some arrangement under the sanction,
and with the assistance, of the Government. Private specul_atlon may give
something of this kind to the rich, but private speculation looks for a
return of profit for its invested capital. To my mind there is something
peculiarly repugnant in Joint-Stock Burial and Cemetery Companies.
But, setling that aside, they are and can be of no use {o the people of the
metropolis and the large towns. There .alwgtys has becn, and probably
always will be, some distinction in the burial rites (I beg tosay that to the
credit of my curates, they refuse to make any difference between rich and
poor in the services of the church) and inthe humbler or more costly grave
of rich and poor—

Here lie T beside {he door,

Here lie I because I am poor;

Further in the more they pay,

Here lic I as well as they. )
But it may be a question whether the very numbers of funerals, which
must take place for a large town, with the extent of the burial places, may
not be made a source of solemnity and impressiveness, which may in some
degree compensate for the individual and immediate inferest excited by
a funeral in a small parish. That which at present, when left {o a single
harassed and exhausted clergyman, and one sexton, aud a f_ew_ wrelqhed
assistants, can hardly avoid the appearance of hurry and confusion, might
be so regulated as fo impose, from the very gathering of such masscs of
morialify, bequeathed fogether {o their common earth, not (let me be
understood)in one vault or pit, but each apartin his decent grave, The vast
extent of cemetery which would be required for London (suppose six or
eight for {he whole metropolis and its suburbs), if properly kept, and with
such architectural decorations, and the grand and solemn shade of trees
appropriate to the character of the ground, could scarcely fail to impress
the reflective mind, and even to awe the more thoughtless, Our national
character, and our more sober religion, will preserve us, probably, fromthe
affectations and fantastic fineries of the Pére la Chaise ground at Paris,
From some of the German cemeferies we may learn much as {o regu-
lation, and the proper character to be mainfained in a cemetery of the dead.

National sepulture is a part, and 2 most important part of national re-
ligion ; of all the beautiful services of our Chureh, none is more heauliful

(1 might wish, perhaps, two expressions altered) than our service for burial,
I could have wished that the Chureh had taken {he initiative in this great
question. 1 frust that she will act, if {the Stale ecan be prevailed upon lo
move, in perfect harmony with the general feeling on the subject. It is
fortunate, that in the Bishop of London we have not merely a person of
liberal mind, and praetieal views, but one who brings the experience of the
parish priest of a large London living to his Episeopal authorily and influence.

One further practical suggestion oceurs 1o me as likely most materially
to diminish fhe expendifure of funerals of all classes, and therefore to
render any great scheme more feasible. A funeral procession through the
streets of a great and busy town can searcely be made impressive, Not
even the hearse, in its gorgeous gloom, with all the pomp of heraldry, and
followed by the carriages of half the nobility of the land, will arrest for an
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instant 1ho noise and confusion of our streets, or awaken any deeper fi-
pression with the mass than idle curiosity. While the poor man, borne on
the shoulders of men as poor as himseif, is jostled off the pavement; the
mourners, at some crossing, are cither in danger of being run over or sepa-
rated from the body; in the throng of passers no sign of reverence, no
stirring of conscious mortality in the heart, Besides this, if, as must be the
case, the cemeteries are at some distance, often a considerable distance,
from the homes of the deceased, {o those who are real mourners nothing
cin be more painful or distressing than this long, wearisome, never-ending—
perhaps often interrupted—march ; while those whe attend out of compli-
ment to the deceased while away the lime in idle gossip in the mourning
coach, 1o which perhaps they endeavour to give—but, if their feelings are
not really moved, endeavour in vain to give—a serious turn, Abandon,
then, this painful and ineffective part of (he eceremony ; let the dead be con-
veyed with decepey, but with more expedition, under trustworthy care, fo
the cemetery ; there form the procession, there assemble the friends and
relatives ; concentrate the whole effect on the actual service, and do not
allow the mind fo be disturbed and distracted by the previous mechanical
arrangements, and the extreme wearisome length of that which, if not irre-
verent and distressing, cannot, from the circumstances, be otherwise than
painfully tedious.

It may be worth observing that, in London, even the passing bell seems
almost lost in the din and confusion. This is the case even in the old
churches, whieh retain their deep, full, and sonorous bells, The quick
shrill gingle, or the fecble tone of those which are placed in the chapels of
the more recent hurial-grounds, instead of deepening to my ear, are utterly
discordant with the solemnity of the service, In the country nothing can
be finer than the telling from some old grey church tower—

Over some wide watered shore,

Swinging'slow with solemn roar
What would be the effect of a bell as large as St. Paul’s, heard at stated
times, or in the event of the funeral of some really distinguished persons,
from the distant cemetery ?

§ 178. The formation of national cemeteries would give the means
ofmore special and appropriate service for the interment of the dead
than it is now possible to provide by small parochial establish-
ments.  In the more populous parishes, the service is unavoidabl
hurried.  In all, the feelings of survivors require the most full,
respectful, and impressive service.  In many of the rural districts,
the friends and fellow-workmen of the deceased accompany the
remains fo the grave, and one objeet of subscriptions to burial and
general benefit clubs is to sccure the advantages of arrange-
ments for the attendance of fellow-workmen, who are members of'
the same club. When a waterman dies, to whom his brethren
would pay respect, the body is conveyed by them in an cight-
oarcd cutler, to the clhurehyard by the water-side. On their
return, the seat which the deceased would have occupicd is left
vacant, and his oar, ticd with a piece of crape, is placed across
the boat. One of the most popular and impressive of funeral
ceremonies is that on the interment of a private soldier. When
a private of the metropolitan police dies, a number of members of
{he force, and a superior officer, attend his funeral in their uniforms.
1t 1s not unfrequent when a member has been invalided and left
the foree, that he will make it a dying request that his funeral
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may be attended by the officer and men with whom he served,
This request is generally complied with, Old soldiers who have

been invalided frequently make it a dffing request 1o the com-
manders of the regiments in which they have served that they may
be buried as if they had died in the service ; and unless there be
an exception to the respectability of their conduct, the honour and

consolation is bestowed. ' . .
179. In Scotland, it is a subject of intense desire on the part

of the labouring classes to gain the attendance of some person of
higher condition at their funerals, When an aged and exemplary
member of a congregation dies, it is not unfrequent that the
minister’s eldest son will pay vespect, by acting as one of the
bearers of the corpse. In many of the rural distriets m England,

the persous composing the procession will sing hymns, In the
churches, anthems are still sung, and funeral discourses given
in the manner described by the Rev, Dr. Russell, the rector of

Bishopsgate.

When I was & boy (says the reverend gentleman), nothing was more
common, in the parish of which my father was rector, than for the body to
be brought into church before the commencement of the evening service
on Sundays. The psalms and lessuns appointed for the burial service were
vead instead of the psalms and the second lesson of the evening. Af the
{ime of singing, a portion of those psalms which have reference to the short-
ness of life was sung; and sometimes an ambitious choir would aliempt &
hymn— Vital spark of heavenly flame,’ or the like. Since I have been in
orders, I have myself occasionally, in the country, buried persons with &
similar service. Sometimes funeral sermons were preached.

180. The natives of thie proviuces, when they attend the remains
of their friends to the grave in London, frequently express a wish to
have anthems or such solemnities as those to which they have

been accustomed.®
181. The formation of national cemeteries would enable the

ecclesiastical authorities to provide means for complying with the
desire thus expressed. Under general arrangements, with re-
duced expenses, it will be seen that ample pecuniary provision for
it may be made to give to the funerals of . the many the most im-

* Tt is perhaps an important fact, that the great majority of burials in
some burial-grounds are stated by the undertakers who perform them to
be burials of persons who are not subseribing members .of the congrega-
tions who are reputed to be the owners of the grounds, and whilst only
one out of three of the parishioners of many parishes choose burial in the
ground belonging to their parish church, the solemnization of the marriage
ceremony being generally satisfactory to the population, and all of them
having thie option to have the marriage solemnized with or without the
religious ceremony, only one oat of twenty-four in the metropolis prefer
solemnizalion elsewhere than at the established ehureh. TFrom fhe Re-
gistrar-General’s Report it appears that, in 1839, out of 18,648 marriages
celebrated inthe metropolis, only 772 were not solemnized in the established
church; and out of 124,329 marriages performed that year in the whole of
England and Wales, only 7,311 were performed out of the ecstablished

church.
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pressive solemnity. On this subject, the Rev. Mr. Stone, rector
of Spitalfields, observes—

Should the legislature determine upon removing the burial of the dead
from populous places, it would gef rid of these mischiefs; and should it
adopt a national system' of burial instead of the highly objectionable pa-
rochial system skelched out in Mr. Mackinnon’s Bill, it might do much
more—it might greatly add to the solemnity of our burial obsequies, and
so make them at once more impressive and more attractive, This micht
be dune by concentration ; instead of the parochial clergyman, hurried to
the performance of this affecting service, when his time, attention, and
sympathies are engaged by other duties, summoned desultorily to it, and
often compelled fo repeat it over and over again at the same grave, just as
the interest or the convenience of undertakers, the caprice, the bigotry, or
the carousals of mourners may choose to prescribe, let ministers appointed
to ofticiate in national cemeteries perform the service over great numbers at
once, and at two or three stated hours in every day. But the performance of
the burial service over great numbers at the same time would add incalcul-
ably toits solemnity. Inthe present state of things, simullaneousinterments
are supposed, as they certainly are primarily intended, merely to save the
time and labour of the clergy ; and they may sometimes be hurried through
In a manner so careless, slovenly, and unfeeling, as not even the neces-
silies of the clergy can excuse. But it is quite a confusion of ideas fo
suppose that the practice itself is slovenly and unfeeling. On the con-
trary, I find it more impressive in its effect upon mysell’; and I think it
must prove so to others, Two or three coffins, placed with their sable
draperies in the body of the chureh, are in themselves an awful spectacle;
and the attendant mourners, occupying the surrounding pews clothed in
the same livery of death, form a_congregation at once appropriate, and
large enough to give effect to a religious service, By their numbers, too
they operate against the intrusion of idle gossips and inquisitive gazers’
and, associated as they are with each other in a bereavement of the same
kind, they are thus brought into a contact ealculated to kindle emotions of
social sympathy and religious sensibility. Assembled in the burial ground
round the same grave, or disposed in groups by the side of graves within
a reasonable distance of each other, they form a picture of the same
affeeting and impressive character, If the sympathy of a public assembly
1s percepfible or infense in proportion to the numbers that compose it
Lhis aggregation of burials need only be limited by the effective power of
the human voice,

Judging from an experiment of my own, I think thal these salufary
effects would be heightened to a thrilling degree by music. And from 1he
practice of the highest civil and ecclesiastical authorities, T presume that
the introduction of musie into the burial office is not inconsistent with the
rubru_:. At a barial already alluded to, I acceded to a special request by
allowing the introduction of some organ-music; and, having no rubrical
directions on the point, I selected two parts of the service as those in
which music seemed to me fo be most admissible, and most likely to prove
impressive. After the officialing minister has preceded the corpse from
the enfrance of the church and read the introductory sentences, there is an
interval, during which he ascends the desk, the mourners take their places
in the pews assigned to them, and the corpse is deposited in the body of
the church; and there is a still longer interval, during which the melan-
choly procession leaves the church for the burial ground. I found that
both these intervals, which are unavoidably disturbed by somewhat
bustling and noisy arrangements, were most usefully and eftectively filled
up by the introduction of music. The subjoined scheme of the music
performed at royal burials will prove that I was not mistaken in sup-
posing music consistent with the rubrie, nor much so in selecting those
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parts of the service, at which I prescribed its introduction, It will also
serve 1o show to what un cxtent music might be made to give effect and
altractiveness 1o a national burial of the dead.
Prts of the Servics, Musical Composer.

« ¥ am the resurrection,” &e. .+ . + +» Sung . Crolt.

« 1 know that my Redeemer liveth,” &e. . . Ditlo . Ditto.

« Ve brought nothing into this world,” &e. . Ditto . Dilto.

The Psalms are chanted. . . . . Chant in G minor Purcell.

After the lesson, and before the removal of the corpse from ils station

in the choir, an anthem is introdueed ad libitum.

« Man that is born of 2 woman,” &e. . . . Sung . Crofl.
« In the midst of life," &e. « . « . . » Ditlo . Ditto.
« Yet, O Lord God, most holy,” &e. . . . Ditto . Ditto.
«“ Thou knowest, Lord, {he secrets,” &e. . Ditte . Purcell

« | heard a voice from heaven,” &e. . . . Ditto . Dillo.

Immediately before the Colleet, O merciful God,” or somelimes, ihough
very seldom, before “* the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,” an anthem 1is
introduced ad libitum, )

At the close of the service, while the mourners are moving off, the Deadd
Mareh in Saul is played on the organ. _

The anthems usually selected are two of the following i—

¢« When the ear heard,” &e. . . . . . Handel
« 1 have set God always before me,” &e. . . Blake.
“ T'he souls of the righteous,” &e.. . . . Dupuis.
“ Hear my prayer," &, . . . . . . Kenk

On the burial of esteemed members of the cathedral choirs,
the other choristers have sung the highest and most solenmmn of the
chureh muste. ,

§ 182. Where the circumstances described, in respect fo the Pro-
{estant population, have prevenicd compliance with the popular
dusire for hymns or anthems to be sung or sermons to be spoken
at the burial at the parochial churches in London, interment has
heen purchased for the express purpose of obtaining them at the
trading burial grounds. And yet it may be submitted that the
desire is consistent with thé earliest recognized practice for all
classes, and that a system of national cemeteries would in pro-

= Bingham observes that St. Chrysostom speaks against those who
use excessive mourning at funerals, showing them the incongruity of that
with 1his psalmady of the church, and exposing them at the same tine to
the ridicule of the Genliles. For what said they are these men that tulk
so finely and philosophically about the resurrection? Yes, indeed! But
{hieir actions do not agree with their doctrine. For whilst they profess in
words the belief of a resurrection, in their deeds they act more like men
that despair of it. If they were really persuaded that their dead were
gone {o a letler life, they would not so lament, ‘¢ Therefore,” says
Chrysostom, * let us be ashamed to carry out our dead after this manuer.
For our psalmody, and prayers, and solemn meeting of falhers, and such a
multitude of brethren, is not that thou shouldst weep and lament, and be
angry at God, but give him thaaks for taking adeceased brother to himself,”
St.Jerome also frequently speaks of this psalmody as one of the chief paris
of their funeral pomp. He says at the funeral of {he Lady Paula at Beth-
lehem, which was aftended with great coneourse of bishops and clergy and
people of Palestine, there was no howling or lamenting as used {o be
among the men of this world, but singing of psalms in Greek, Latin, and
Syriac (because there were people of different languages present) at the
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portion to the numbers interred in them, furnish valuable cases
as examples for its beneficial exercise, and must, to a great
extent, prevent the misapplication of the service to such cases as
have apparently caused it to fall in public esteem.

“ The honour,” says Hooker, “ generally due unto all men
maketh a decent interring of them to be convenient, even for very
humanity's sake. And therefore so much as is mentioned in the
burial of the widow’s son, the carrying him forth upon a bier
and accompanying him to the earth, hath been used even amongst
infidels, all men accounting it a very extreme destitution not to
have at least this honour due to them.” * * * * «J.et any man
of reasonable judgment examine whether it be more convenient for
a company of men, as it were, in 2 dumb show to bring a corpse
to a place of burial, there to leave it, covered with earth, and so
end, or clse to have the exsequies devoutly performed with
solemn recitals of such lectures, psalms, and prayers, as are
purposely framed for the stirring up of men's minds into a
carcful consideration of their estate both here and hereafter.

“ In regard to fhe quality of men, it hath been judged fit to
commend them unto the world at their death amongst the heathien
in funeral orations; amongst the Jews insacred poems ; and why
not in funeral sermons amongst Christians? Us it sufliceth that
the known benefit hereof doth countervail millions of such incon-
veniences as are fherein surmised, although they were not
surmised only, but found therein.” * * % The eare no
doubt of the living, both to live and die well, must needs he some-
what increased when they know that their departure shall not he
folded wp in silence, but the ears of many be made acquainted
with it. The sound of thesc things do not so pass the ears of
thiem that are most loose and dissolute in life, but it causeth
them one time or other to wish, <Oh that I might dic the death
of the righteous, and that my end might be like his.” Thus much
peculiar good there doth grow at those times by speech concern-
ing the dead; besides the benefit of public instruction” common
unto funeral with other sermons.”—Hoolker, Licelesiastical Polity,
b. v. ch. Ixxv.

« When thou hast wept awhile,” says Jeremy Taylor, in his
IIoly Dying, « compose the body to burial ; whicly, that it be done
gravely, decently, and charitably, we have the example of all nations
{o engage us, and of all ages of the world to warrant; so that it is
against common honesty and public fame and reputation not to do
this office.”’— The church, n her funerals of the dead, used to

procession of her body to the grave.” “ And being so general and decent
a practice, it was & grievance fo any one to be denied the privilege of it.
Victor Uticensis, upon this account, complains of the inhuman cruelfy of
one of the kings of tha Vandals. Who can bear, says he, to think of it
without tears, when he calls to mind how he commanded the bodies of our
dead fo Le carried in silence without the solemnity of the usual hymus to
the grave,” (Vol. vii. 335.)
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158 Duties of the Living in vespect to the remains of the Dead.

sing psalms and to give thanks for the redemption and delivery
of the soul from the evil and dangers of mortality.”— Solema
and appointed mournings are good expressions of our dearness to
the departed soul, and of his worth and our value of him, and it
hath its praise in nature, and in manners, and in public customs ;
but the praise of it is not in the gospel, that is, it hath no direct
and proper uses in religion ; for if the dead did die in the Lord,
then there is joy to him, and it is an ill expression of our aflection
and our charity to weep uncomfortably at a change that hath
carried my friend to the state of a huge felicity.”— Something
is to be given to custom, something to fame, to nature and to
civilities, and to the honour of decéased friends ; for that man is
esteemed to die miserable for whom no friend or relation sheds a
tear, or pays a solemn sigh. I desire to die a dry death, but am
not very desirous to have a dry funeral; some flowers sprinkled
on my grave would do well and comely; and a soft shower, to
turn those flowers into a springing memory or a fair rehearsal,
that I may not go forth of my doors, as my servants carry the
entratls of beasts.” * * * *

¢ Concerning doing honour to the dead the consideration is not
long. Anciently the friends of the dead used to make their
funeral oration, and what they spake of greater commendation
was pardoned on the accounts of friendship; but when Christianity
seized on the possession of the world, this charge was devolved
on priests and bishops, and they first kept the custom of the
world and adorned it with the piety of truth and of religion; but
they also ordered it that it should not be cheap; for they made
funeral sermons only at the death of princes, or of such holy
persons ¢ who shall judge the angels.’ The custom descended,
and in the channels mingled with the veins of earth, through which
it passed; and now-a-days, men that die are commended at a
price, and the measure of their legacy is the degree of their virtue.
But these things ought not so to be; the reward of the greatest
virtue ought not to he prostitute to the doles of common persons,
but preserved like laurels and coronets to remark and encourage
the noblest things. Persons of an ordinary life should ncither be
praised publicly, nor reproached in private; for it is an offence
and charge of humanity to speak no evil of the dead, which 1
suppose, is meant coencerning things not public and evident; but
then neither should our charity to them teach us to tell a lie, or
tomake a great flame from a heap of rushes and mushrooms, and
make orations crammed with the narrative of little observances,
and acts of civil, necessary, and eternal religion., Buf that
which is most considerable is, that we should do something
for the dead, something that is real and of proper advantage.
That we perform their will, the laws oblige us, and will see
to it; but that we do all those parts of personal duty which owr
dead left unperformed, and {o which the laws do not oblige us,

Necessity of an agency to cffect the alteration of Interments. 159

is an act of great charity and perfect kindness.”——‘f Besides this, let
us right their causes and assert their honour:” * * ¢ and certainly
it is the noblest thing in the world to do an act of kindness to
him whom we shall never see, but yet hath deserved it of us, and
to whom we would do it if he were present; and unless we do so,
our charity is mercenary, and our {riendships are direct mer-
chandise, and our gifts are brocage : but what we do to the dead,
or to the living for their sakes, is gratitude, and virtue for virtue's
sake, and the noblest portion of humanity,”

Necessity and nature of the superior agency requisite for private
and public protection in respect to interments.

§ 183. Having given a view of the evils arising from the
existing practice In respect to interments in towns, and an outline
of what appears to be justly desired as necessary objects to supply
the wants of the population, I now beg leave to submit for con-
sideration the information collected as to the practical means of
obtaining them.

184. The most pressing of the evils being physical or sanitary
evils, the first means of amendment required is the appointment
and arrangement of the qualifications, powers, and duties and re-
sponsibilities of an officer of health, to whom the requisite changes
of practice may be most safely confided. :

The functions of such au officer, as marked out by the evidence
of existing necessities, may be divided into the ordinary aund the
extraordinary. The immediate necessities are those which arise
from the wantof a trustworthy person who may be looked up to for
counsel and direction to survivors in the event of a death, §§ 121,
122, 123, 124, and guide a change of the practice of interment,
1t is only by an arrangement that will carry a man of education,
a responsible officer, to the house of even the poorest person in the
community, just at the time when a competent and trustworthy
person is most needed to give advice, that the effect of ignorant or
interested suggestions may be prevented, and the beneficent inten-
tions of the legislature, or the salutary nature of any public arrange-
ment for the general advantage can be made known with certainty.

185. The ordinary service of such an officer would consist of
the verification of the fact and cause of death, and its due civie
registration. From the exercise of these duties would follow the
extraordinary duties of directing measures of immediate pre-
caution and prevention, which it is to be feared whatsoever general
sanitary measures might be adopted would, at the outsef, and for
too long a period, constitute ordinary and every-day duties. Out
of the ordinary dutics of the oflicer of health, would arise ex-
traordinary jurisprudential duties of protecting the interests of
the- community in cases of deaths which have occurred under
circumstances of suspicion or of manifest eriminality,
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160 Improvements in respect to registration of the cause of Deatl.

§ 186. Assuming the necessity of the establishment of adequate
national cemeteries at proper sites, it is proposed that a Dbody of
officers properly qualified by service, as in the example § 185,
should have charge of the material arrangements, and take the
place of the churchwardens and overseers in respect to all places
of burial, and be responsible for the control of the servants of the
establishment, and shall, moreover, be enabled to regulate and
contract for supplies, at reduced prices, of materials and service of
the natwre of those now supplied by the undertaker. §§ 150, 153,
154, 155, '

§ 187. In order that the officer of public health may be brought
fo the spot, it is proposed that the last medical attendant on the
deceased should, on a small payment, be required to give imme-
cdiate notice of the death, in a form to be specified, or in case
there happened to be no wmedical attendant, it should then be
incumbent on the occupier of the house, or the person having
charge of the body, to give the required notice. '

Before particularising the course of practice of such an officer,
it appears requisite to state other grounds on which intervention
appears requisite for the verification of the fact of death, aud
the mode of death, by the inspection of the body previously to
interment. :

§ 188. It is admitted that some additional arrangements are yet
wanting for the complete attainment of the proper civic and tech-
nical purposes of registration :——as depositaries of pre-appointed
evidence of the fact of death, to determine questions of privafe
rights :—as depositaries of evidence for purposes of medical scicnee
and public lealth, to show the extent and prevalence of common
causes of disease incident to different occupations and different lo-
calities—and of the data for tables of insurance, as well as for the
recovery of sums assured, where the proof of age is not admitted in
the policy. Auy onewho is unknown to the local registrar may go
and register as a fact his own death, of which a certified copy of
the registry will, according to the 38th clause of the Aect, be
evidence in a court of law. Cases of the registration of false
statements have already been detected ; some have been made with
the view to successions and to the obtainment of property. Jalse

registrations have been made amongst the labouring classes as to
the place of death, to gain interments in distant parishes at cheaper
rates, Fictitious deaths have been registered to defraud burial
societies, and the registrar’s certificate of such deaths have got in
use by vagrants as a means of obtaining alms. In Manchester a
woman having obtained and used one certificate of a fictitious
death, soon after obtained another similar certificate, and in order
to deter parties from visiting the house, she got the cause of death
registered as “ malignant fever.” :

§ 189. On the continent, wherever the mortuary registers are well

kept, and arrangements are made for the protection of the public

k
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!iealth., the fact and time of death, and the identity of the deceased,
is verified on the spot, by inspection of the body by a eompetent
responsible officer of public health, Vide instance and offects at
Geneva, stated in the General Sanitary Report, p. 174,

§ 190. It is proposed that the verification of the fact of death, and
ascertaming ifs cause, by inquiry on'the spot, should be confided
to the officer proposed to be appointed as an officer of public
health. The present local registrars might act as auxiliaries ; the
proposed appointment would be an additional security for the
acccuracy of the mortuary registration, and would improve that
branch of the local machinery for registration,

Postponing the consideration of other collateral grounds for the
appomtment of a district officer of health, and to illustrate more
clearly the course of alteration of the practice of interments, we
will suppose the physician or officer of health brought bthhe
proper notice to the habitation where the body lies in the pre-
sence of the survivors.

§ 191 In visiting the habitations of the labourine classes, he
\3’0uld be'more careful to denote his office, profession? and condi-~
tion, by his dress, and in his address, even than with other classes,
On his arrival at the place of abode of a person of the working
class, he would, after announcing his oflice and duty, inspect the
body, and then require the name, age, occupation, and eir-
cuamstances of the death of the deceased, enter them, and
take the atteslations of witnesses present. If the death occurred
fron_l any ordinary cause, he would, nevertheless, speak of the ex-
pedlency.of the early removal of the body to the chapel or house
of reception, where it would be placed under proper care wuntil the
appointed time of the attendance of the relations and friends at
the interment. The exercise of a summary power of removal in
the case of rapid decomposition of the corpse, or in case of
deaths from epidemic disease, for the protection of the living, is
frequently suggested and elaimed by neighbours. On inquil?y in
Manchester as to the periods during which the bodies of persons
dying in the poorest districts were retained in the rooms where the
died, the superintendent-registrar, Mr. Gardiner, observed, * they
are not retained so long in these districts, because the houses to
which the rooms belong are ‘generally inhabited by several fami-
lies, and those other families feel the inconvenience of the retention
of the body amongst them, and they press for an early interment.”
With females or survivors whe camnot endure to part with the
remains, the exercise of a friendly will would sometimes be neces-

. sary, and if properly exercised would generally be effectual, The

name of an oflicer of public health would carry withit very general

voll'mt'ary obedience to whatever he recommended, au(tl' m a

majority of cases the prostrate survivors would be elad that he

should order everything, and would feel it a relief if he were to do

so. He would be prepared with a tarift’ of the prices of burial, and
M
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s adopted for the public con-
performance of the ceremony
eredd and required, on the

with instructions as to the regulat;‘mll
venjence, and for the more respectiu

W
interment, and should be empo : e
ggc;::te(l)r app,lication of the parties, to carry them out completely,

. . . ox iture of
as he might do with very little mcom*emencci: or g:g:;:;dzllt:lihis-
time. He might be empowergd to take lsmfltachcss it
Speaking to the widow or survivor of the lowest class, 8
say” The inspectors of publichealth have l.)eeu tem}:?l\:'gl gélntt?‘;stg[};r
late the practice and the.cllal'gcs for intermont, lfl burial in a proper
and onbehalf of the public to ensure the means (;_ et hamblo
and respectful manner for the lng}lest, as We]l.af OE oo of the
classes, Formerly, the charge for the flme”-l ﬁo- ()olunds but by
condition in life of your husband was four or t\'c‘ }mnt is, cecurol
the new regulations, an equally 1-especiableill enl-e nevertheless,
to you for little more than half the am(.)unt.‘ oua ;rivate andor
at Tiberty to obtain the means of burial fi 0111;1 i'l.ll{’ ;1“ auy private
taker. You may also, if: you prefer if, have buria

emetery, or elsewhere. . ) hat
’ § 192. 'It is anticipated that, except on priv atefcam :jls;l itn(()lﬁgl(:;r
only for a time, interment under the auspices o aifl (he business
would be preferred in the great majornity of cases,er really satis-
were conducted with moderate cave, m a .mmtmccmveniences of
factory, and if the minor but reaily 1mpor {an P nierices o
all elasses were duly consulted. For examp °, 01“2 o ‘iln rowded
of the delay of interments a-mongst the poorer tc Et“;hnt relatives
districts, is the delay of notification of deaflilsd o Mo;'e T ono.
and friends, whose atten(ganc?t ma)‘ruliJ Gni'zl(};l:);f all classes who can
f the poor cannot write, a S _
R';:']ifeoare unlable to collect their thoughts even foi 1;11151:11&1050511]1118
nouncement of the event. The poorer classes ge?el. .1);l§lette:' is
one to write for them; and the regular 1)3._\’11191113’ lmsi(::e of paper
fourpence and Ia g}ass lOF hqu)'rj (i)':mzll}\alij: lz)cfe’tlﬁ?;a;ljouring classes
d postage. In the charges lor ' ) .
?1111 lS(lzotlal;:,d, five shillings g;s set down-as the item ﬁfﬁ??el::\ns‘:lli?f
letters of notification of the death of an artlsall, ﬂnof the middle
lings for the notiﬁca]lions of _th(; ]de?tel;ilgiitl;g;aosrlllSCh nbtiﬁcations
ranks of life. Under practicable reg > ot 11
might be prepared in a manuner suitable to ]EJGISOIIS 10121?511 g cf:()li-
dition, at the rate of threepence per letter, or at ((ille-osta e stamp
nary rate of payment, paper, and envelope, an .P nsegof o few
included. The service might. he 1'e|}(lel‘etl at anl_efgl’ef the names
minutes’ time to the officer in taking down a is. (i_ e would
and addresses of the persons to be sent to. T’lns 1sthe Sy
on his return to his office, hand to a clerk, by W 1‘011181. qid i
be immediately prepared and de§putched'1;‘l -PlOl(jld—l
considered form, = The Inspector might, thele.me, a { those rola-
«If you will give me the names and addresses 0
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tives and friends who may be desired to attend the funeral, T will
cause notice of the time and places of attendance to be sent to
them. Amongst the highest classes it is now the practice to
diminish the number of followers to the grave, and to commit
that duty only to a few; and it is desirable, for the sake of pre-
venting unnecessary expense, that too many should not be invited.
All the friends of the deceased who attend at the national ceme-
fery will have an opportunity of Joining in with the procession.
Besides, the requests fo atlend, I can also, if you wish it, and will
give me the names and addresses, cause notifications of {he fact of
the death to be sent to any persons in any part of the country.”

In the cases of illness amongst the survivors, or of a death from
e]l)ildemic disease, indicating an infected atmosphere, e might
add—

““ Ifor the protection of your own health, and the health of your
children and of your neighbours, it is requisite that the body be
immediately removed to a place where it will be kept under the
care of a physician, and inspected until the appointed time of
interment, when it will be received by the friends and relations
who attend.”

§ 193. It is considered that, in general, this course would be com-
plied with, but it is considered by physicians, that if it were found
necessary in the first instance, in the ‘case of the poorest and niost
ignorant and highly-excitable people, to concede the point, the
officer might give directions to have the body enclosed with eloth
of a material to resist the immediate escape of effluvia, and to be
closed down, which might be done at a few shillings extra ex-
pense.  Mr. R. Baker, the surgeon, who has paid great attention

to the means for the improvement of the sanitm'y coudition of the
population at Leeds, observes—

I believe that where persons die of epidemic diseases, there is not much
regard paid {o the necessity of early interment. ‘There is what is called
the making up of the body, which is often done very early alter death,
and even in some cases of supposed coutagion, before it ‘is absolutely
necessary. But an application i1s used in coffins of those whose friends
can afford it which deserves naming, because it is at once safe and eco-
nomieal, and renders any sanatory precautions unnecessary, where there

"is a desire from any requisite family arrangements to keep the body; it is

lo place the body in a deal shell, ‘and then to piace this shell within the
coffin, between which and the shell are affixed at the sides and boffom. a
few pieces of circular wood about the thickness of two crown pieces,
here and there, to keep the shell and coffin apart, forming a considerable
interstice, which is filled in with boiling pitch, The lid of the shell is
then laid on, having a glass over the face, and over this is poured more
piteh till the shell is incased in a piteh coffin between the wooden ones.
The cost of this process, which is next to that of embalming, is about
Ss. 6., and is easily paid out of the seven or ten pounds which the elub
supplies. I would only add that this experiment deserves well of every

one’s consideration, being far superior to lead, and equally useful, in all
ordinary interments, and admirable for the purpose of avoiding conta-
gion, while it admits the opportunily of keeping the body for any arrange-
ment that is required to be made, If this plan could be enforced upon all
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164  Services of an Officer of Health in the protection of the

oceasions where death had ocenrred from contagious disease, I look upon
it, that a great benefit would be conferred upon the community.

§ 194. In the cases where decomposition, as sometimes occurs,
commences even before death and proceeds with extreme rapidity
after it, even an immediate removal is not eftected without pro-
ducing depressing effects on-the beavers ; and when there is an
in-door chureh service, in some districts in the metropolis, it is not
unfrequently necessary to have the body left at the chureh door,
on account of the extremely offensive smell which escapes from the
coffin. These coffins are generally constructed without knowledge,
or care, or adaptation to the circumstances of the remains, or to any
sanitary service. Mr. W. Dyce Guthrie, surgeon, who has paid
nuch attention to some of the structural means for the protection
of the public health, specifies various modes in which the evils
arising before interment, as well as after, may be prevented, at a
cost so inconsiderable as not to be sensibly felt, even by the poorest
classes, and yet be as efiicient as the most expensive arrangements
now in use. For example : « Coflins may,” he says, * be ren-
dered perfectly impervious to the escape of all morbific matter, at
an expense not exceeding 1s. 6d. or 2s. cach, by coating tl_le
interior over with a cement composed of lime, sand, and oil,
which soon sets and becomes almost as hard and resisting as
stone. Pitch, applied hot, would answer the same purpose as the
compound I have mentioned, but it would be more expensive.”
In the cases of such rapid decomposition as bursts leaden coffins,
or renders  tapping ” necessary, he recommends the application,
at a few shillings expense, of safety-tubes to the foot of the coffin,
so as to securc and carry away into a chimney flue, or a current
created by a chauffer, the mephitic matter. These are adduced as
instances of the detailed appliances of which the officer of health
would judge in each case on the spot and suggest o the sur-
vivors, and if necessary write directions, or a preseription, for their
appliance. :

195. A cause of the delay of interments might, it is stated, be
diminished by arrangements, under which coflins of every size
being kept prepared, one might be brought to the house, with
the name of the deceased, and his obituary duly inscribed on &
plate, in about one-third the time that is now usually employed
for the purpose. By this service, the rapid progress of decom-
position, and the eseape of noxious effluvia would be arrvested.

196. Belore leaving the abode of the deceased, the officer of
healtl would, in the case of death from diseases likely to have been
originated or precipitated by local causes, inspect the premises,
inquire closely as to the antecedent circumstances of the decease ;
and note directions to ke given inrespect to the premises to officers
having charge of drainage or sewerage, or public works, for cleans-
ing and lime-washing the premises, at the charge of the owner, be-
fore renewed occupation.

- Poorest Classes against exposure to dangerous Miasma. 165

In respect to the poorest classes, those who stand the most in
need of protection : the measure of prohibiting burial, except on
a verification of the fact and cause of death, by a certificate
granted on the sight and identification of the body at the.place
where the.death occurred, has its chief importance as being the
means of carrying a person of education into places rarely, if ever
entered, by them, except by accident. The functions of the officer
of health when there are marked out by instances of acts done by
force of humanity and charity, which as yet have no authority in
!aw, or in administrative provision, Ifor example, in the following
instance, of a house owned by a landlord of the lowest class. °

Shepherd's-court consists of about six houses. It was notorious that
fever had prevailed to a great extent in this court ; in the house in question,
several cases of fever had occurred in succession, The house is small,
contains four rooms,—two on the ground-ficor and two above; each of
these rooms was let out to a separate family. On the present oeeasion, in
one of the rooms on the ground-floor there were four persons ill of fever;
in the nther room, on the same floor, there were, at the same time, three
persons ill of fever; and in one of the upper rooms there were also at the
same time three persons il of fever; in the fourth room no one was ill at
that time. It appeared that different families had in succession oceupied
these rooms, and become affected with fever ; on the occasion in question,
all the sick were removed as soon as possible by the interference of the
parish officers. An order was made by the board of guardians fo take the
case before the magistrates at Worship-street. The magistrates at first
refused to inferfere, but the medical officer sfated that several cases of
fever had occurred in succession in this particular house ; that one set of
people had gone in, become ill with fever, and were removed ; that another
set of people had gone in, and been in like manner altacked with fever ;
that this had occurred several times, and that it was positively known that
this house had been affected with fever for upwards of six weeks before the
present application was made. On hearing 1his, the magistrate sent for
the owner of the house, and remonstrated with him for allowing different
sets of people to occupy the rooms without previously cleansing and
whitewashing them ; telling him that he was committing a serious offence
in allowing the nunisance lo continue. The magistrate further gave the
house in charge to the medical officer, authorizing him to see all the rooms
properly fumigated, and otherwise thoroughly cleansed; and said that, if
any persons entered the house before the medical officer said that the place
was fit to be inhabited, they would send an officer to turn them cut, or
place an officer at the door to prevent their entrance. The landlord be-
came [rightened, and allowed the house to be whitewashed, fumigated,
and thoroughly cleansed. Since this was done the rooms have been oceu-
pied by a {resh set of people; but no case of fever has occurred.*

rgvy ¢ . . .
This occurred seven years since, and on a very recent inquiry
made at this same house, it was stated that comparative clean-

~ liness having been maintained, no fever had since broken out, no

more such deaths have been occasioned, no more burthens had
been cast upon the poor’s rates from this house. The law already
authorizes the house to be condemned, and its use arrested,
when it is in a condition to endanger life by falling ; if it be deemed
that the principle should be applied to all manifest causes of
disease or death, or danger to life, then, instead of the remote

* Dr, Southwood Smith's Repoit, Poor Law Commissioners’ Fifth Annual Report
Appendix, p. 160, ’
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and practically useless remedy by the inspection of an unskilled
and unqualified ward inquest (Vide General Sanitary Report,
p. 800), the skilled and responsible medical officer, with such
summary powers and duties of immediate interference, as were
successfully exercised in the case above cited, should be appointod.

§ 197. Itisproper to observe, thatit occurs not unfrequently that
such scenes arise from negligences and dilapidations of a sucees-
sion of bad tenants, of which the chief landlord is himself unaware :
but whether aware of it or not, the prompt intervention of an
ofticer of health in such eases would not be without its compensa-
tion 1o the owner. A bricklayer, who himself owned some small
houses oceupied by artisaus, which he had himself built, was
asked in the course of another inquiry :—

In what periods do you collect the rents?—Some monthly; about one-
third monihly ; the rest we collect quarterly.

What may be your losses on the collections P—They will average, per-
haps, about one-fifth ; we lose rather the most on the quarterly tenements.

What are the chief causes of your losses from this class of fenants?—
Toss of work first ; then sickness and death; then frauds.

Are the frauds considerable ~—Not so much as the inabilities fo pay. I
find the working classes, if they have means, as willing {o pay and as
honourable as any other class. Within {he last 18 months there have been
a great many people out of work ; at other times there is as much loss {o
the landlord from sickness as from any other cause. Three out of five of
the losses of rent that 1 now have, are losses from the sickness of the
tenants, who are working meun,

When children are sick, there is of course no immediate inferrupfion to

the payment of rent P—Very seldom.

What sort of sicknesses are they from which the interruption to work
and to the payment of ‘rent occurs P—Fevers, nervous disorders, and sick-
ness that debilitates them.

Then anything which promotes ihe health of the tenants will {end to
prevent losses of rent to the) owners of the lower ciass of houses P—Yes, 1
have decidedly found that rent is the best got from healthy houses.

In some of the cellar dwellings in Manchester the losses of rent,
chiefly from sickness, amounted to 20 per cent.

198. In all cases of deaths from epidemic diseases, one of the
first duties of the officer of health would be to inquire whether there
were any other persons in the house attacked with discasc, and
examine them. In all such cases as those cited, §§ 26, 27, 28,
29, 30, 31, he should have adequate power, which, that it may be
cfficient must he summary, to take measures to protect the
parties affected and others, by ordering their immediate removal
to fever wards. It is only in a deplorable state of ignorance of the
nature of the evils which depress such districts that there could be
any hesitation in granting such powers from the fear of abuse;
the most serious legislative difficulty would be to ensure their
constant and efficient application. Mr, S. Holmes, the builder of
the Stockport viaduct, and formerly an aclive member of the
Liverpool town council, gives the following illustration of the
extreme miseries witnessed in that town, and it is certainly not an
exaggerated Jescription of the sgenes to which the officer of health

in the Case of the prevalence of Tpidemic Discase. 167

must at the commencement of his duties be frequently carried on
the oceurrence of deaths.

The melancholy facts elicited by the corporation clearly show that Liver-
pool contains a multitude of inhabited cellars, close and damyp, with no
drain nor any convenience, and these pest-houses are constantly filled with
fever, Some time ago I visited & poor woman in distress, ihe wife of a
labouring man.  She had been confined only a few days, and herself and
infant were lying on straw in a vault through the outer cellar, with a clay
floor, impervious to water. There was no light nor ventilation in it, and
the air was dreadful. I had to walk on bricks across the fioor fo reach
her bed-side, as the floor itself was flooded with stagnant water. This is
by no means an extraordinary case, for I have witnessed scenes equally
wretehed ; and it is only necessary to go into Crosby-street, Fremasons’-
row, and many cross streets out of Vauxhall-road, to find hordes of poor
creatures living in cellars, which are almost as bad and offensive as char-
nel-houses, In Freemasons’-row, about two years ago, a court of houses,
the floors of which were below the publie street, and the area of the whole
court, was a floating mass of putrified animal and vegetable matier, so
dreadfully offensive that I was obliged to make a precipitate retreat. Yet
the whole of the houses were inhabited !

§ 199. In cases of epidemics the saving of life by the prompt
intervention of an officer of health, on the occurrence of the first
dcath, and the immediate removal of the survivors aftected, would
be very considerable. In cases of fever, on the removal of patients
to the fever hospital, they are often received in a state of violent
delirtlum, or in a state of coma succeeding to violent delirium.
After they have been washed in a bath, and placed in a clean bed,
in the spacious and well-ventilated ward of the hospital, in a few
hours, often before the visit of the physician, the violent delirium
has subsided, or the state of coma having passed away conscious-
ness has returned.  Although in a great majority of cases the
paticnts ave only sent to the hospital in the last stage of discase,
this mere change in the locality and external circumstances of the
sufferers diminishes the proportion of deaths from one in five to
one in seven. Supposing the cases occurred in equal numbers
daily, the functions of registration in the metropolis would carry
the officers of health to upwards of 29 cases per diem of deaths
from epidemic disease, for the most part in the most wretched
distriets. ,

§ 200. The principle of this part of the proposed arrangement is
iu. necessitating visits of inspection, and thence necessitating the
initiation of measures of relief where there bas hitherto been,
and whence it may safely be said there will be, no complaint
or initiation of measures of relief by the sufferers themselves, It
is observed by Dr. Southwood Smith, in confirmation of the obser-
vations made on the demoralizing effects of the physical cvils
which depress the bodily condition of large classes that, as they
have not the bodily vigour, so thiey have not the intelligence of
a healthy class. Omne of the most melancholy proofs of this, he
observes, is, that they make no effort to get into happier circum-
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stances; their dulness and apathy indicate an equal degree of
mental as of physical paralysis. And this has struck other
observers who have had opportunities of becoming acquainted with
the real state of these people. * The following statement im-
pressed my mind the more, because it recalled to my recollection
vividly similar cases witnessed by myself. ¢In the year 1836,
says one of the medical officers of the West Derby Union, ¢ I
attended a family of thirteen, twelve of whom had typhus fever,—
without a bed in the cellar, without straw or timber shavings—

frequent substitutes. They lay on the floor, and so crowded that

I could scarcely pass between them. In another house I attended
fourteen patients: there were only two beds in the house. All
the patients lay on the boards, and during their illness never had
their clothes off. I met with many cases in similar conditions;
yet amidst the greatest destitution and want of domestic comfort,
1 have ncver heard, during the course of twelve years’ practice, a
complaint of tnconvenient accommodation.” Now this want of com-
plaint, under such circumstances, appears to me fo constitute a
very melancholy part of this condition, It shows that physical
wretchedness has done its worst on the human sufferer, for it has
destroyed his mind. The wretchedness being greater than hu-
manity can bear, annihilates the mental faculties—the faculties
distinctive of the human being. There is a kind of satisfaction in
the thought, for it sets a limit to the capacity of suffering which
would otherwise be without bound.”

§ 201. In respect to any such services proposed, involving in-
quiry on the spof, an objection is apt to be suggested, that the
exercise of such functions would be unpopular and objected to.
By the sufferers it certainly would not, § 122. 'With portions of
the population, in such a deplorable state of ignorance as that
manifested, even in this country, at the time of the invasion of the
cholera, when they imbibed the notion that the wells had been
poisoned by the medical men, the creation of any monstrous im-
pressions by others must be admitted to be possible ; but the ex-
istence of that notion would have been no justification for closing
the hospitals, for staying the work of beneficence, and suspending
the performance of medical duties. Such an objection, however,
implies a very large misconception as to the general state of in-
telligence of the working classes. There is, on this point, as re-
gards the metropolis, the direct and decisive evidence of experience.
In consequence of the difficulty of dealing satisfactorily with com-
mon hearsay evidence, some of the local registrars have, with
praiseworthy care, proceeded to verify the facts of the death by
inquiries made at the house where it took place, which inquiries
are strictly supererogatory. The following evidence, though in
Fart substantially a repetition of scenes already described, is
rere adduced less for the descriptions of places visited than as
showing the manner in which these officers were received.

‘\
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Mr. James Murray, the registrar of births, deaths, and mar-
riages for the Hackney Road district of Bethnal Green, having
stated that sometimes he made inquiries on the spot for the regis-
tration of deaths, speaking of the poorer population of that dis-
trict, states that they have usually only a single room, and that
“ they never speak of occupying the same house, but the ¢same

s 1

room.

In what proportion of cases do the bodies of those persons remain in the
room in which the persons live and sleep ?—1f would depend upon the part
of the district, for part of the bigher district is highly respectable. 1In that
district nine-tenths of them have only a single room, and no opportunity of
placing the body elsewhere, oo

In nine-tenths of the cases the body remains in the same room ?—It must
be so, they have no other room,

In a coffin >—Yes; I have seen it so repeatedly.

Is the retention of the body injurious ?—1 think so. )

When you go fo register the deaths is it deemed an infrnsion, or are you
received with civility ?—1 am always received with civility in all cases.

It is not considered an intrusion ?—Not at all, T myself have rather cul-
tivated the good feeling and opinion of the working classes ; they know me
exceedingly well, and I have never met with any instance ofincivility among

them.

Mr. John Johnson, the registrar of one part of the Shoreditch
district, was asked— '

Of the labouring classes, what proportion of the families have more {han
two rooms ?—1 cannot say the number; but there is a vast number who
occupy one room, and some occupy two rooms ; some occupy & kitchen and
one room, or a little parlour and kitchen, and some tworooms up-stairs,
some one room ; perhaps if they have two rooms up-stairs they have a family
in each.

Do you find, on visiling those places, upon the accurrence of 2 death, that
the dead body is retained in the hiving and sleeping room >—Frequently we

find it so. o
And the family are eating and pursuing the ordinary offices of life in the

room where the body lies ?—VYes. '

Have you found the body retained for a long lime ?—No, they do not
usually keep it longer than five or"six days; but I have known instances
where the body has been kept two and three weeks, _

But in that lime does it not acquire a putrid smell 7—Yes, and in rooms
where I have gone to register births I have found the effuvia so bad that I
lave been obliged to go out of the house without effecting the register.

Tt had an effect upon your health for the time being ?—Yes.

When you go to register dealbs at the houses of the labouring classes,
are you on the whole well received >—Generally very well ; they consider
we pay them a compliment by calling upon them. .

They do not deem your registration orinquiry an intrusion ?—Notat all.

Mr. W. H. Wheatley, the registrar for the Old Church dis-

trict of Lambeth, was asked—

You think it necessary, in order to asceriain {he eauses of denlhr with cor-
rectness, fo go to the spot and ascerlain the fact on thespot 2—Yes: I get
much more correct information in that way than from parties calling upon

me. o ]
If you were to remain at yoor desk, without localinguiry, do youconceive
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your registration would be at all correct, or would it not be widely di
from the fact ?—1I do not think it wonld be correct. 1 think in evgry g:::z%
death the registrar onght to go to the house, not only for the purpose of
registering the death, but that there ought o be some means of ascertaining
from what cause the party died ; that the body ought {0 be seen by the re-
gistrar, or some authorized person, or that it should be compulsory to produce
a medical certificate, certifying the precise cause of death. The searchers
who were two women, appointed in open vestry, under an old Act of Par-
liament, to call and investigate every ease of death that occurred, and to
examine the body and see that the party had come fairly by his or her death
have been done away with since the passing of the Registration Act, and
there is now no means of ascertaining how the parly has met with his death,
Can you slate to the Commissioners instances of error which you have
obviated or prevented by going and inquiring upon the spot, that would have
occurred by your not going *—I cannot mention individual eases ; but it has
come under my knowledge that parties have called upon me to register a
(!eath, and \'ghen I have .asked the cause they have said, ** I do not exactly
kuow w'hatllt was, I believe it was a fever, or something of that kind.” 1
have said, ‘5 must trouble you to get me a medical certificate, or I will eall
at the house.” I have gone to the house, and found it widely different in
many cases from the statement they gave to me, from error on their parts.
Are you satisfied from the experience of your office, though it has been

- shoit, that there ean be no correct registration without examination on the

spot, and a sight of the body ?>—I think so; it would entail upon the regis-
trars a very arduous and a very unp]easant’ office, but that tl{)e regist::;!gi:)sn

]\;'tciigthggblzore perfect, and it would be a check upon crime, I have very

Do you find any obstruetion given on the
] ion given o part of the poorer classes to your
going to the spot and making inquiries ?—Not the s]i[*)ghtest. My opi1}1i0nl

is that the poorer classes pay mo i istration t
i Do pay more aliention to the registration than the

L D ’ B tr

They do not view the registrar as an intrusive officer >—Not in the least.

In the worst conditioned places the only persons who are seen
as public officers are policemen and the rate-collectors or the tax-
gatherers. When commissioners of inquiry have been seen takilin-
notes in them, the popular impression was that they were (ax-
gatherers, an impression which it required some trouble to 1'-0-
move. 1In a litile time the oflicer of health would be most
]r)opular and would ecxercise extensive and beneficial influence
The practical evidence of the registrars was of an uniform tenor,
establishing, as far as actual experience may establish not, only
the acceptability of the more clevated and extensive service )ro‘sf
posed, but that it must develope most important civil as wclll as
medical facts, the correct knowledge of which is necessary for th
relief of the most afflicted portion; of the population, yore

Jurisprudential value of the appointment of Qffficers of Health

: §d202. Ilrl the lamentable state of the population, which in Eug-
and and Wales produces annually upwards of 700 committals to
prison for crimes of passion, and of these 450 for murder, man

Verification of the fact and causc of Death necessary. 171

slaughter, and attempts upon life, it may scarcely be deemed
necessary to adduce many particular examples of the importance of
the extraordinary jurisprudential services and securities for life to
the community obtainable by the exercise in all cases of the ordinary
functions of the verification, as far as may be, of the fact as well
as the cause of death, On examining the grounds of the fears
of life and suspicions of the poorer_classes, habiting the worst
conditioned districts, it is evident that obstructions to crime, or
safeguards, which are carefully preserved in the well regulated
communities (marked by security of life and the rarity of crimes
of violence) are here absent, and that wide openings are left for
the escape of the darkest crimes. Had there been an officer of public
health, and a verification of the cause of death by him on inspec-
tion, as at Geneva, Munich, or other towns on the continent, and
inquiry for registration of the causes of death, it is probable that,
with the certainty of such inspection, the murders of the children
at Stockport or at Little Bolton would not have been attempted ;
or, if perpetrated, they might have been detected in the first case.
The whole class of murders verified on examination after disin-
terment may be cited as coming within the same category. The
crime of burking, which appears to have originated in Scotland,
and was extended to England, could scarcely have been attempted
systematically, except under the temptation of the absence of such
a security ; and with such service as that proposed, it is highly
improbable that it could have been carried on to the extent there
is reason to believe it was.

On this point Mr, Corder, the superintendent registrar of the

Strand Union, gives important testimony.

From your knowledge of the actual state of much of the population in
the worst part of the melropolis, derived from your experience in lhe
several local offices you have held, and especially your experience as a
superintendent registrar, do you believe that the inspection of the body to
verify {he fact of death, and, as far as inspection and inquiry on the spot
may do so, io determine the cause of deuath, would be important securifies
not merely for the truth of the registration, but valuable securities for life
itself >—NMost certainly 1 do. Had there been such an inspection and
verification prior fo the year 1831, the horrible system of destroying human
beings for the purpose of selling their bodies could not have been carried
on 1o the extent fo which 1 kuow it existed at that period. Being then the
vestry clerk of St Paul, Covent Garden, the officers of which were hround
over to prosecute Bishop, Williams, and May, for the murder of the Italian
boy, the duty of conducting the prosecution entirely devolved upon me.
In the course of my inquiries, I elicited beyond all doubt that the practice
of burking, as it was then called, had prevailed to a considerable extent
in the metropolis. )

Would inspection, do you conceive, and proper inquiry as to fhe cause
of death, have prevented such murders ?—Most effectually so, I conceive.
I may mention that they took out the teeth of the younger subjeets, and
sold them to the dentists. The Ifalian boy, it would have been seen, had
no teeth; the teeth had been punched out in such a mauner as to have

been remarkable.

.
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172 Instances of the neeessity of the verification of

Though the motives to such dreadful i

o\ s to such practices are removed und

j&ecunhes. for the public safety imposed in connexion with the lllnlifﬁrog;e
ct, yet in cases of other attempts against life, do you consider that the

requiring a certificate of the fact of death, verified on inspection Dbefore-

burial, would interpose useful praelical obstacles fi i
. . i $ + th
murder, and the protection of life >—Most assm'edly,01 ® prevention of

Mr. Partridge, the surgeon of King’s College, at whose instance
the murderers were taken into custody, in the cases referred to
expresses a similar opinion as to the importance of the pro osed
verification of the fact and cause of death by a proper oﬂicer.l

§ 203. It may here be stated that only a ‘small proportion of the
local registrars ave either medical officers or members of the medi-
cal profession; but the short experience of those reeistrars who
have these qualifications has elicited abundant indications of the
extent to which proper securities are wanting for the proteetion of
life in this country. Nearly all who have for any length of time
exercised their fuuctions have had occasion to arrest cases of prima
facte suspicion on the way to interment that had escaped the
only existing security and initiative to investigation, the suspicion
of neighbours and popular rumour.  Mr. Abraham, surgeon and

l‘egistrar of deaths in the Cit of LO]](] . i )
this subject— y on Union, was asked on

You are Registrar of Deaths in the Ci i
8 . ity of London Union. Si :
E?zgsl;ie:&fg?ﬁrar, have )’Fl{ lm}d oceasion fo send notice to lh'en::?)em}n%l:'
S W ¢ causes ol death stated appeared suspicious >—VYes. ;
about half-a-dozen cases. One was of an old o octnmyin o
| ses. as genfleman occupyin art-
gnelnls 1& Bell Alley. His servant went out to market, and onp]):el'gl'ggj Lrll:lg
:lllle essicsle 0?riltan}hlouir, flmll)nd hll’_l; dead on the bed, with his legs lying over
he sidy - He had been ailing some time, and was seized oceasic
:]-._1(;11 d;fﬂculty of breathing, but ai;!e fo get u;;, and when she lecf(t:alfilgrzslug
(di . n?f perceive ar;yt]n.ng unusual in his appearance. I went 1o the house
g!) self, 'and made inquiries into the canse of death ; and although I did not
O;SE?}‘:::‘ mﬁgp?ngeto le%d to I_hle st('.lspicion of his having died from poison
ans, 1 considered it involved in obscurit vefer
the case to the coroner for investirali e o of m focrerred
er fo gation. Another case was of a tr
who was found dead in his bed at an inn, TI ored (o
. . ' inn, 1e body was remoy

glsl?_n(;efo[‘ forty miles Lefore a certificate to auth'zn-ize the ln:r(i!z:ll 1\0'.-:1::
sg& :(:1 yg;-r . tI—II]Lssl::s};\j:;lc'r:nerdlca}_attendant certified 1o his having been for

) ol aortie aneurism, which was the probal 3

of his sudden death, although the evi was i il

vidence was imperfect and isf
fory, and could not he otherwise withoy inat { the body. e
1 herwise w it an examination of th

1 tker;:_fore refused to register it wilhont notice from the coro:1;~b0dy’ wnd
qontea 1:rd casef ;)Iccurre(l a few days ago. A medical certificate was pre-
sentec ac:‘ in;e oHeu:vr;ia(;lhichf a man f{)oin dlisease of the heart and aneurism
of the aoria. ‘Iven 1n a cab to the door of a medical praclitioner
in this neighbourhood, and was found dead. He might ‘l?::l'é":l{iii(ih&;“
poison, ngmmhont the questions put on the oceasion of regisferin “:n
caltlsg 0 ! calh, the case might have passed without notice. Thor§ wae
not in this case, as in others, any ‘evidence to show that death w ‘
?('.f:lasmned by unfair means, but the causes were obseure and unsatias
a(h(l)l;y,fslr-ldalnﬁll:i r:tg ic])1 1}1)(? my duty {o hav]e them investigated by the corone?:
t for inown, you may have passed cases of murder ?-—
Certainly ; and there is at present no security against such c:;g;der’l.‘hc

o i
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personal inspection of {he deceased would undoubtedly act as a great
security.

| Mr. P. H. Holland, surgeon, registrar for Chorlton-on-Med-
ock :—

My district is of the better deseription, inhabited either by the higher
classes or by respectable working men, in which cases of deaths from crime
are not very likely to occur; yet suspicious cases have from time to time
happened (say six or eight annually in my distriet), to_which 1 have
thought it necessary fo call the atfention of the coroner. In one case, for
example, a father, a labouring man, came fo me fo report the death of his
infant child, slating the cause to be sickness and purging ; there was then
no cholera prevalent, and the rapidily of the disease was unusually great.
My suspicion was excited as to the cause of the death, of which the father
could give no clear account, and I sent word to the-coroner that 1 thonght
the case was one which required inquiry. An inquest was held, and it
furned out that the child had faken arsenie. The jury were of opinion that
the death was entirely accidental,—that there had been no criminal in-
tention. Had notthe causeof the accident been developed by the inquiry,
olhers of the family might have suffered in the same way. The other cases,
which had escaped inquiry, have been chiefly those of accident, in whicl
the death occurred at long periods subsequently, such as five or six weeks.
1 have found that it is a common practice to represent children as *still-
born," who were born alive, it not being necessary to register still-born
children. By passing them off as still-born, burial is obtained fora smaller
fee. But by this means cases of infanticide might be concealed. The fact
of o married woman having been pregnant, and no proof existing as to the
issue may hereafter be of legal imporfance. 1 have heard of many sus-
pecied cases of the wilful neglect of children, on whose deaths sums were
obtainable from different burial societies. I cannot doubt that by inquir
ing much iufantile death, which occurs from ignorance and incorrect treat-
nient, would be prevented.

Inspection on the spot would, T consider, operate much more powerfully
in prevention than in detection of crime. It would also oceasion the stop-
paze of many existing but unsuspected causes of death. I have had
reason to believe in the existence of 2 large amowit of the preventiblecauses
of death, with respect fo which I have had no means of inquiry.

1 was, during four years, apothecary to the Chorlton-on-Medlock Dis-

ensary, during whicl {ime cases of sickness occwrring in houses unfit for
healthiul babitation were constantly coming under my observation; many
particular localities, affording far more than their due proportion of dis-
ease, owing to imperfect drainage and ventilation, Any one whe hiad gone
to inspect the body on the occurrence of death in those places, with powers
o enforce sanilary measures, such as the removal of the survivors, the
drainage and cleansing and ventilation of the premises, would, undoubt-
edly, have had the means of preveniing much mortality.

§ 204, Mr. Leigh, the surgeon, whose testimony has already been
cited, acts as one of the registrars of Manchester, and adverts to
one source of mortality amongst infants which appears to be
widely extended in the town districts. It is a practice with
mothers who go to work to leave their children in the care of
the cheapest nurses, who commonly neglect the infants, and have
recourse to Dalby’s Carminative in large quantities to quiet them.
It is his opinion” that a large number of them fall a sacrifice to
this and other improper modes of treatment. IFor example, says
Myr., Leigh,

i v
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. There is one evil of the cextent of whose existence I had no concep-
tion, till T had for some {ime held the office of registrar. In deerying
}hls, I would beg distinetly to disavow any private professional feeling,

allude to the great number of cases in which either no medical treatment
s}t all, or what is nearly as bad, improper medical treatment, had been
geSPrted to. I think, in nearly one-fourth of the deaths of infanis re-
ported to me, on inquiry I ﬁ_nd that the little patients had heen atfended
by incompetent and unqualified praclitioners, chiefly retail druggists,
Cases of croup and inflammation of the lungs which are eminently bene-
fited by medical freatment, and in which prompt and decisive measures
often preserve life, are treated by them, and 1 have reason fo know by
mquiry o the details of the cases {hat bleedings, calomel, and the re-
medies absolutely requisite in such cases are never, or very rarely
ifg}:}l((l));z(i,o ;zhere{\};,dlln(:fr proper medical treatment, most of such cases

Ud r r.  Under these circumstances, d

ferlile sources of mortality to the youug. these men themselves become

In a subsequent communication, he states—

T find that in the month of January just passed I registered the
of 33 children under 4 years of age, of these }} were aitended by (lrugfgi::? :
1 believe all by one who has received no medical education: thisis at the
rate of 108 per annum. Three of the childien had no assistance at all,
making 12 out of 33 fhat might possibly have been saved. This number
33, however, is below the average of the year, for in the three months pre-
ceding there died in the district, of children under 4 years, 133, or 44 per
month; and during the quarter ending 30th September, 1842 169, or 56
per month; and the general number of those having 1o atfendance or
being attended by druggists, is fully one-third, so that 100 per annum is
much below the truth. T some time ago requested Mr. Bennet the
regisirar for the Ancoats district, to make similar notes on the cases
reported fo him, and on inquiry from him I have reason to believe tllat'fllé
evil exisfs to as great an extent in his district as in mine, '

I find that in most of the cases no efficient medieal freatment was
adopfed. Cases of pneumonia are seldom or never bled, or proper remedies
al’l:};edzlthetdlste{ase 1]s_p;lopah}y not recognized, and if it were, the treat-
ment and exte : ' i i
e, nt to which it should be pursued is not known to the parties

A similar practice appears to be prevalent also i ining di
tricts of Staffordshire g]l]d Shropshlire. (Vide Re][?o:'lt]se(;?lt?ll::%i?lllfi
Commissioners for inquiring into employment in Mines, vol. I
pp- 22, 23; articles 182-6 : and pp. 38, 39 ; pp. 305 to 315, and
the recent report respecting the employment of children at N otting-
ham.) Inthe course of some recent inquiries by Dr. Lyon Pla 'Fa%t'
he found the inereasing sale of opium in the manufacturing t()nmr-
was ascribable fo the increasing use of it in the form “of C'u:
munafive, or as it was named “ quietness” for children, and tl(mt
the consumption of opium by adults had diminished, On il](lllill'il]ﬂ'
from the druggists who sold the opium what was the cause of the
diminished eonsumption by the adults, the uniform answer was
the « distress of the times,” which compelled them to dis Jonse
with luxuries. "He however ascertained clearly that f1'0|;11 this
terrible practice great numbers of children perish, sometimes sud-
denly from an overdose, but more commonly slowly, painfully,

and insidiously. He was struck, however, with the fact of the
increased proportions and rapidity of the births in the places
where this infantile mortality was prevalent, It was remarked by
the people themselves, So that there was no diminution of the
numbers of children, but a woeful diminution of their strength
and a proportionate increase of their burthensomeness, Those
who escaped with life, became pale and sickly children, and it was
very long before they overcame the efiects arising from the per-
nicious practice; if indeed they ever did do so.*

The most serious consequences, arise from the omission of pro-
per administrative securities for the safety of life in Scotland.
On these Dr. Scott Alison states:—

In Scotland there is full opportunity for the perpetration of murder and
burial without investigation by any responsible officer. There is no
coroner and no inquest. 1 have known cases of the occurrence of deaths
from culpable neglizence, {o say the least of it, which required public pro-
ceedings to be taken, bul where interment took place without 1hie slightest
nofice. 1 had myself a young man of about 20 years of age under treat-
ment who, in my opinion, died from culpable maltreatment whilst in prison,
e had in a drunken frolic commitled an assaulf, and was imprisoned in
a damp cold cell without a fire, He certainly died of disease which was
very likely to be produced by the cold which he then endured, and fo
which he ascribed it. Before his imprisonment he was a remarkably
sirong, fine healthy man. No inquiry was made or thought of in the case.
I have known several cases, and they were not uncommeon. 1 remember
two, within two or three days, of children having been overlaid and killed
by their parents when in a state of drunkenness. They were buried
without any notice being taken of the circumstance by any party, though
if punishment were not inflicted upon them public notice would have been
of importance for the sake of the morals of the population,

I have known deaths of grown up people from burning when in a stale
of intoxication, and deaths from intoxication fake place without inquiry;
also deaths from accidents, such as falling into coal pifs, deaths from
machinery, as to which in many cases no public inquiry whatsoever was
ever made. I have known cases of ehildren burned to death who were left
without any ecare. It was a common case in Tranent for persons to drink
for a wager who would drink most. Iknow of the case of three tradesmen
who drank for a wager; two of them died within a few days, and the
widow of one of them committed suicide shortly afterwards; and I was
informed that they were all buried without any notice being taken of the
faef. There is certainly a facility for the perpetration of murder in Scot-
land from the absence of securitics, and for protection of life against eul-
pable negligence. The visits of an officer of public health would be of very
great utifity.

Mr, William Chambers observes -~

1t seems to me not a little surprising that in Scotland, which is signalized
for its general infelligence, love of order, and I may add really beneficent

* YWhosoever may feel inclined not to aitach much weight to infantile mortality
on any such theory as that the © pressure of population® is thereby diminished, may
he requested to consider the evidence of the fallacy, and proof that in the very
districts where such mortality is the greatest, so is the amount of births,  Vide
General Sanitary Report, Note, p. 1755 Tables, p. 152 and 183, et seq; and the
subsequent corroborative evidence adduced in connexion with the distriet returns of
the proportions of deaths and funerals given in the Appendix to this Report—Ap-

pendix,

S




o LA,

Dkt g, b T i
et

Lt = - 2 AV B Ol .

176 Services of an Qfficer of Health in detecting Violent Deaths.

laws, the country should be so far behind in everything connected with
vital statistics. I have already noticed that it possesses no coroner's in-
quest. This is & positive disgrace. Deaths are continually oceurring from
violence, but of which not the slightest notice is taken hy procurators
fiscal, magistrates, or police; indeed, these functionaries seldom interfere
except when a positive compluint is lodged. Some time ago, the medical
gentleman who atlends my family, mentioned to me incidentally that that
morning he had been called to look at, and if possible recover, a lady who
had been found hanging in her bed-room. His efforts were ineffeclual ;
the lady was stone dead; and it was announced by her relatives that she
had died suddenly. In the usual course of things, she was buried, Now,
in this case, not the slightest inquiry was made by any public officer, and
whether it was a death from suicide or from murder nobody can tell, The
procurator fiscal, whose duty it is {o take cognizance of such deaths, is,
of course, not to blame, for he has not the faculty of omniscience.

The preventive and detective functions of the officer of health
would be the more eflicient from the exerecise of any such func-
tions being incidental to ovdinary functions of acknowledged
every day importance, which must lead his visits and inspection
to be regarded as prima facie services of beneficence and kindness
to all who surround the deceased. The comparative inefficiency
of oflicers whose functions are principally Judiciary is well ex-
emplified in some remarks made by Mr. Hill Burton, Advocate,
in a communication on the subject of interments in Scotland.

A prominent defect (as he observes) in the means of inquiry into the
causes of death in Scolland consists in the circumstance that before any
investigation can be entered on there must be ostensible reasons for pre-
suming the existence of violence and crime. On the occasion of a death
having occurred in circumstances out of the ordinary course, the only
person authorized to make any inquiry as fo its cause is the officer whose
proper and ostensible duty it 1s to prosecule to conviction. It hence arises
that the simple institution of an inquiry is almost equivalent to a charge of
crime, and that the proper officer, knowing the serious position in 'which he
places those concerned, by faking any sieps, is very reluctant to move,
until the public voice has pretty unequivoeally shown him that the matter
comes within his province as a public prosecutor. There is no family in
Scotland that would not at present feel a demand by 2 Procurator Fiscal, or
hy any individual to inspect a body within their house, as very nearly equi-
valent {o a charge of murder ; and I should think it is of very rare occu-
rence, {hat any such inspection {akes place, in a private house, unless when
a prosecution has been decided on. '

The absence of any machinery, through which an inquiry can be calmly
and impartially made into the cause of death, without initself implying
suspicion of crime, is frequently illustrated in the creation of excitement
and alarm in the public mind, which the aulhoriiies cannot find a suilable
means of allaying. 1 remember some years ago being present at a {rial for
murder, which, as it involved no point “in law, has unfortunately not been
reporfed. 1f was a trial undertaken by the Crown for the mere purpose of
justifying an innocent man. Two butchers were refurning tipsy from a
fair; some words arose between them, and soon after, one of them was
found stabbed to the heart by one of the set of knives which both carried.
On investigation, it appeared that the deceased had fallen on his side, from
the effects of drunkenness, and that one of fhe knives which hung at his
side, dropping perpendicularly with its heavy handle to the ground, pierced
through his ribs to his heart as he fell. It was impossible, however, to
safisfy the public that such was the case. The feeling of the neighbou-

i
f
!
i
¢
l

An Officer of Health requisite to promote efficient Tnqurries. 177

hood ran high, and the Crown was induced, out of humanity, or from a
desire to preserve the public peace, to concede the formality of a trial, T
know it to be of the most frequent occurrence, especially in the north of
Scolland, that suspicions which must be destruclive fo the peace of mind
of those who are the objects of them, take wing through society, and can
never be set effectunlly at rest.

§ 205. Mv. W. Dyce Guthrie, after reciting several cases of
strong suspicion which came under his observation whilst acting as
a medical practitioner in Scotland coneludes by observing—

Whether on rn inquest before a coroner the real truth would have been
elicited I cannot determine, but I think there can be but one opinion as to
the propriety of having all obstacles removed which may presently stand in
the way of arriving at the truth of all eircumstances connected with sudden
and suspicious deaths. Were it necessary, I could cite many instances of’
sudden deatbs attended by circumstances of such a nature as not only
rendered an investigation highly proper in a legal point of view, but neces-
saty in eharity to those individuals whose characlers were tarnished by the
cruelly unjust insinualions of some black-hearted enemies. The business
not having. been thoroughly probed at the time of its occurrence leaves
great lafitude for the villanous conjectures of parties whose interest it
may be to damage others in the estimation of the public.

§ 206. Besides supplying the defect. of administrative arrange-
mients in respect to the cases of suspicion which at present escape
inquiry, the proposed appointment of oflicers of health presents as a
further incidental advantage the means of abating an evil which has
been the subject of much complaint, namely, the grievous pain in-
flicted on the relations and survivors, and the expense to the public
by the holding of inquests, which the subsequent evidence and
the terms of the verdicts have shown to have heen unnecessary.
In the metropolis, and in many estensive districts inguests
are chieﬂy moved on the representations of common parish beadles,
or by common parish constables, to whom the inquest is usually
a source of emolument. This will be admitted to be one of the
least securc and satisfactory agencies in towns that could well be
cmployed for so important a purpose. I have been informed of
instances where they have been paid fo avoid the annoyance of
inquests in cuses where from sudden but natural deatllsz as from
apoplexy, inquests might have been held, and that there is reason
to believe that such payments have not been unfrequent. Such
ageucy cannot be said to be a secure one either as to integrity or
discretion,

§ 207. T am informed by Mr. Payne, the coroner for the city of
London, that he has in some cases felt it to be his duty to send a
confidential person to make inquiries for him, before he would act
on the ordinary sources of information in holding inquests, I have
also been informed that other coroners adopt the same laudable
practice, and frequently incur the trouble and expense of previous
mquiries by more trustworthy persons, in cases where the alleged
cause of death is not manifest. The appointment of medical

officers of health might be made without the exercise of any new
N
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or anomalous powers to relieve the coroners from such necessity,
and at the same time give the public cause to e better satisfied
that no really suspicious cases were shrouded and concealed,

-and that none escaped from inadvertence.® I believe that on the

uses to be derived from the appointment of the officers in question
most coroners would concur in the opinions expressed in the fol-
lowing answer received from Mr. Payne. '

In reply to your inquiry (respecting the Medical Registrars of Deaths
giving notice to the Coroner of such deaths as may appear to them to
inquire to be invesligated by him), I beg fo say that I have long felt
there has been something wanting in the machinery by which inquiries
into deaths are, or ought to be vegulated. .

In cases of death from external violence, where the injury is apparent,
the consiable of the district is fully aware of the nccessity of applying to
the coroner; but in cases of sudden or other deaths where there 15 no
cause apparent to a common observer, there is a necessily for some
qualified person forming & judgment as to the expediency of 2 judicial
inquiry into the cause of death, and I know of none so well gualified to
form such a judgment as a member of the medical profession, The office
of searcher, when properly carried ouf, was useful as far as it could he in
ihe hands of old women, but that could only apply {o cases in which ex-
ternal violence was apparent to the view on searching the body. T believe,
however, that the office has now ceased to exist, and the present mode of
registering deaths does not supply any means of detecling unnatural or
violent deaths. I am therefore quite of opinion that a Medical Registrar
(chosen for his ability and discretion) who would not unnecessarily annoy
the feelings of private families, and yet make himself acquainted with the
death by personal knowledge, would be a valuable addition to the present
mode of ascerlaining and registering deaths,

Advantages to Scicnce from the Improvement of the Mortuary
Legistration.

208. Extending the view from the private and public imme-
diate and extraordinary necessities which may be met by a staff
of well qualified public officers, exercising the duties and powers
proposed, to the ordinary but higher public wants, it will be found
they may in that position obtain in years, or even in months,
indications of the certain means of prevention of disease, for which
the medical experience of ages has supplied no means of cure,
and only doubtful means of alleviation,

§ 209. There is not one medical man who has acted as a
registrar of deaths who has been consulted on this subject, who
does not state as a result of his short experience under the regis-
tration of the fact of deaths, and even of the distant and imperfect
statements of the causes of death, that it has given them such a

-knowledge as no private practice could give of the effect of habits
of life and of locality in producing disease.

§ 210. As a practical instance of the immediate advantages of

* Vide on the subject of defective registration of the causes of deaths : a leller to
the Registrar-gencral from My, Baker, coroner to Middlesex, printed in the Minutes

of Xvidence on the practice of coroners, given before a Select Committee of the
House of Commons, p. 128 of paper 549, Sess. 1840,
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placing the business of registration under the guidance of medical
knowledge, may be cited the following from the statement of Mr.
Jonps, a medical officer, who acts as registrar of the Strand
Union.  Speaking of the working of the registration, he says—

1 find that neither my experience as a medical officer, for many years in
the parish, nor my experience as a private practitioner, give me the same
exlended view of the causes of death as the morfuary registration. It
brings to my knowledge cases which I could not know as a private prac-
titioner : for example, as to the occurrence of small-pox or epidemies. In
such instances, lt_ls of use to me, as it sometimes enables me to go to
places where 1 believe children have not been vaccinated, and suggest fo
the family the necessity of vaccination as a measure of prevention. When
I have received information of one or two cases of small-pox, 1 hava

looked to the register of births, and sent to other people to warn them of
the necessity of vaceination.

§ 211. On the advantages which inquiries for the registration
of death would give, the concurrent opinions of several eminent
medical men may be expressed in the terms used by Dr. Calvert
Holland, of Sheffield, who observes that, “ From an inquiry
on the spot concerning the train of symptoms preceding death,
tl3e general examination of the body, or from conversation
with the medical attendant, the cause of death, with few ex-
ceptions, would probably be assigned with as much accuracy as
by auy plan that can possibly be devised. We should hail such an
appointment as one of great value. Iven in those instances in
which it is difficult, from the obscurity or undefined character of
'the symptoms, to say precisely what is the cause of death, the
inquiry would tend to dissipate the doubts or obscurity in which
it might be involved. The duties of the officer, if he possessed
first-rate professional abilities, would give to him a power of
analy.z:mg symptoms, of tracing cause and effect, which few
practifioners possess or ean acquire in a long life of professional
exertions. Were the causes of death analyzed and recorded by
one having no other duties, and fitted by his accomplishments io
undertake the task, the medical and statistical inquirer would
possess a body of information on the influence of general local
circumstances as well as on particular agents in connexion with
manufactures, the just value of which it is not possible to appre-
ciate.”

§ 212, IFFor the promotion of the new science of prevention,
and the knowledge of causes necessary to it, a primary requisite
1s to bring large classes of cases as may lLe duly observed,
under the eye of one observer. It would be a practicable arrange-
ment, on the rveceipt of the notices of deaths, to direct the
visits of one officer chiefly to cases of the same class, for the
purpose of collecting information as to the common causes or
antecedents. The amount of remuneration included in the esti-
mate herealter given might be made the mecans of obtaining

additional time and services for carrying the inspections of the
N2
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officers of health still further into the circumstances of the living ;
as in cases of consumption or fever, where numbers came from
the same place of work or oceupation, to visit and ascertain
whether there was any overcrowding or any latent cause of
discase.

§ 213. In au important paper which Dr. Calvert Tolland has
wrilten ¢ On the Discases of the Lungs from mechanical causes,” he
gives an account of the physical and moral condition of the cutlers’
dry grinders of Sheftield, whose case may be cited not only as
further exemplifying the large evils, § 200, which, in the absence
of protective public arrangements, will pass without complaint
from the immediate sufterers, but as showing the advantages de-
rivable from any arrangements which bring large classes of
cases within one intelligent view, . e. befora an oflicer of health,
in presenting clearly common causes of evil, and in suggesting
means of prevention, which in single cases or smaller groups ol
cases might not have challenged attention or justified any confident
conclusions as to the remedies available.

It-is known that the steel and stone dust arising in the processes
of grinding cutlery, is peculiarly injurious to the class of workpeople
engaged 1n if, and that those who continue at the work are gene-
vally cat off before they are thirty-five or forty-five years of age,.
Formerly the same workmen completed several processes in the
making of knives, of which processes grinding was only one. At
that time the « grinders’ discase was very little known, and the men
lived to about the average age, and were considered the most
respectable class of the Sheflield workmen. As the manulacture
advanced the labour became subdivided, and one class of workmen
were wholly occupied with the destructive process of grinding.
Whether their numbers were kept down by the excessive mortality,
or a monopoly were maintained by the destructive effects of the
process, wages were so high as to allow them to play during a
part of the week. Then arose that avidity for immediate and
reckless enjoyment, common fo all uneducated minds under the
perception of a transient existence. When trade was good they
would only work a pari of the week ; they spent the remainder
in the riot and the dissipation characteristic of soldiers after a
siege. Nlany of them each kept a hound, and had it trained by
a masfer of the hunt, and their several hounds formed a pack
with which they hunted Jawlessly, and poached over any grounds
within their reach. The grinders pack is still kept up amongst
them. They became reckless in their marriages. ¢ The more
destructive the branch of work,” says Dr. Holland, *the more
ignorant, reckless, and dissipated are the workmen, and the
effects may be traced in the tendency to marry, and generaliy at
cxceedingly early ages.” He further observesof one class of them,
that amongst them “ nature appears not only precocious but ex-
tremely fruitful.” Their short and improvident career is attended

——rias. .
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by a proportionately large amount of premature and wretched
widowhood and destitute orphanage. t i .

This one class of cases was brought fortuitously under the .
observation of Dr. Holland, and he has done what a competent B
officer of health could scarcely have omitted to attempt to do,— . S
to devise means of prevention and reclaim their execution.

One benevolent inventor proposed the adoption of a magnetic
guard, or mouth-piece, the efficiency of which consisted in the
attraction of the metallic particles evolved in the process of grinding.

But the dust to which the grinder was exposed consisted of the . .

aritty particles of the stone as well as of the metallic particles of the
instruments ground, and if the invention had been adopted, it would
still have lelt the men exposed to the gritty particles. Itwas not, Lo
however, adopted, nor does it appear that any efficient preventive
would be voluntarily adopted by these reckless men. Dr. Holland
invented another mode, which acts independently of the men, and

which is very simple, and, it 1s confidently stated, that after a trial of - .

some years, it has proved cqual to the complete correction of the il
evil, It consists of an arrangement by which a current of air, B
dirccted over the work, carrles from the workman elear out of the

apartment all the gritty as well as all the metallic particles, The R
expense of the apparatus would scarcely exceed the proportion of -, P
a sovereign to each grinder. But it is not adopted ; and Dr. Hol- -
land is in the position of an officer of health, on behalf of mothers ) .
and children, to reclaim authoritative intervention and the interests 1
of society to arrest the suicidal and demoralizing waste of life. R
Having consulted his experience on the advantages of such an Lo e
office as that in question to the working classes, he speaks in .
strong and confident terms of the benefits to be derived from it :— P

Perhaps in no manufacturing community is human life, in large classes .
of men, so shortened or accompanied with such an amount of suffering or 1 .
wretchedness as in this lown, in connection with cerlain staple mannfac- f-_z_-‘ S

tures. Were the legislature to interfere and enforce the correclion of the i .

evils, by a system of ventilation, which is neither difficult nor expensive to
put in operation, the duties of this officer, if directed fo the superintendence
of this system, would save numerous lives and prevent an incaleulable
amount of misery. Al present, in consequence of these eviis, a majority
of the artisans is killed off from twenty-five {o thirty-five years of age, and
numbers aunually leaving widows and children in greal destitution, and, in
most cases, dependent on the parish. The evils are not inseparably con-
nected with the occnpation ; they admit of redress. An oflicer of health,
by maintaining the system of ventilation in efficient operation, would save
numerous lives, would create a better tone of mind among the artisans—for ,
wretchednessisclosely allied with ignorance and immorality—would diminish
the high rate of mortality amongst the young under five years of age—left IS
by the premature death of the parent unprovided for, and lastly, would o
greatly relieve the parish funds, The officer, having the power o remove '
at once any case of fever from a densely populated locality, as well as to
enforce measures of prevention, such as the removal of aceumulated filth,
stagnant pools of water, or the correction of any other local circumstances,
would perform duties which would redound considerably to the advantage
of the community.
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§ 214. In confirmation of the views of the Lenefits derivable to
medical science from such arrangements as those proposed, § 211,
various instances might be adduced besides the last cited, § 213,
and that already given in the General Report, p. 395, of the dis-
coveries made, on an examination of 1000 cases, by M. Louis,
on the nature of consumption, now generally recognized as pre-
senting facts at variance with all ancient and previous modern
opinions : but in respect of the views there stated, as to the great
public importance ot well-ascertained medical statistics, I subnmut
the high confirmation derivable from the following statement con-
tained in the recently published outlines of pathology and practice
of medicine, by Dr. W. Pultency Alison, fellow and late president
of the College of Physicians at Edinburgh, and professor of the
practice of medicine in the University of Edinburgh:—

« The living body,” he observes, assumes, in many cases,
different kinds of diseased action, varying remarkably in difterent
periods of life, without any apparent or known cause; but in the
greater number of cases it is generally believed that certain cir-
cumstances in the situation or condition of patients, before discases
appear, can be assigned with confidence as their causes. The
efficacy of these, however, is seldom established in any other way
than simply by the observation that persons known to be exposed
to their influence become afflicted with certain discases in a pro-
portion very much greater than those who are not known to be
0 exposed. ‘

«« This kind of evidence is in many individual cases very liable
fo fallacy, in consequence of the great variety of the circum-
stances capable of affecting health, in which individuals are
placed, and of the difficulty of varying these so as to obtaim such
observations, in the way of induction or exclusion, as shall be
decisive as to the efficacy of each. Hence the importance of the
observations intended to illustrate this matter being as extensively
multiplied as possible; and hence also the peculiar value, with
a view to the investigation of the causes of diseases, of observa-
tions made on large and organized bodies of men, as in the expe-
rience of military and naval practitioners. All the circumstances
of the whole number of men whose diseases are there observed,
are in many respects exactly alike; they are accurately known to
the observer, and are indeed often to a certain degree at his dis-
posal; they are often suddenly changed, and when changed as to
one portion of the individuals under observation, they are often
unchang_efl as to another ; and therefore the conditions necessary
to obtaining an experimentum crucis as to the efticacy of an
alleged cause of discase are more frequently in the powel" of such
an observer than of one who is conversant only with civil life.

¢ But when the necessary precautions as to the multiplication
of facts, and the exclusion of circumstances foreign to the result in
question, are observed, the efficacy of the remote causes of disease
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may often e determined statistically, and with absolufe certainty ;
and the knowledge thus acquired as leading directly to the pre-
vention of disease, is often of the greatest importance, especially
with a view to regulations of medical police. And if the human
race be destined, in future ages, to possess greater wisdom and
happiness in this state of existence than at present, the value of
this knowledge may be expected to increase in the progress of
time ; because there are many diseases which the experience of
ages has brought only partially within the power of medicine,
but the causes of which are known, and under certain circum-
stances may be avoided ; and the conditions necessary for avoiding
them are in a great measure in the power of communtties, though
at present beyond the power of many of the individuals composing
these.

««There are, indeed, various cases, of frequent occurrence, in
which the study of the remote causes of disease is as practically
important as anything that can be learnt as to their history, or
the effects of remedies upon them. This is particularly true of
epidemic diseases, and of diseases to which a tendency is given by
irremediable constitutional infirmities.”

Having had the henour to be associated with the late Dr.
Cowan of Glasgow, Dr. Alison, and some other gentlemen, in a
committec to consider of the means of obtaining a system of mor-
tuary registration for Scotland, and having conversed with many
qualified persons who have also paid much attention fto the
subject, I may state confidently that the exposition above given
of the advantages derivable to the public service from the im-
provement of vital statistics would meet with extensive concur-
vence, independently of the very high sanction conferred by any
expression of an opinion on such a subject from Dr, Alison. The
towns where the greatest mortality prevails present precisely the
opportunities so highly appreciated, of obs.er\_fatlo.ns o large. apd
organized bodies of men, § 213, often as similar in the chief cir-
cumstances which govern their condition, as the classes presented
to the observation of medical officers in the army or in the navy.

Lord Bacon observes, in his suggestions for an inquiry into the
causes of death— And this inquiry, we hope, might redound to
a general good, if physicians would but exert themselves and raise
their minds above the sordid considerations of cure ; not deriving
their honour from the necessities of mankind, but becoming minis-
ters to the Divine power and goodness both in prolonging and
yestoring the life of man; especially as this may be eftected by
safe, commodious, and not illiberal meauns, though lut-h(.arto unat-
tempted. And certainly it would be an carnest of Divine favour
if, whilst we are journeying to the land of promise, our'garmen.ts,
those frail bodies of ours, were not greatly to wear out in the wil-
derness of this world,” It would accord with his great views that
adequate public provision and arrangement should be made to
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well-intended and zealous administration of local works, and as the working classes (supposing it were necessary to charge the
o

o NI ' his functions must bring him at once to the chief spots where the expense on the funeral) at all distances, for the same sum as that
: ‘ consequences of neglects and omissions would Le often manifest in which they now pay to the unlearned inspectors, officers of their

? !
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enable physicians to render the services desired. Trom the earliost Progimate Estimate of the comparative Expense of Interments ; )
time to the present, when the subject of sanitary evil and descera- ¢ wnder arrangements for National Cemeterics. B
tion of grave-yards was brought before the public by the long- . B
continued exertions of Mr. Walker, members of the medical pro- Having shown the chief desiderata in respect to the improve- i
fession have made the most strenuous exertions and sacrifices for ment of the practice of interment, and the means of protecting the B
| RO the attainment of such objects. wublic health, I proceed to submit the substance of the information
Jibs It is submitted that, in whatsoever place a proper system of the % colleeted as to the means of obtaining them. .
verification and registration of the fact and cause of death has not § 217. In submitting for consideration a proximate estimate of
e been introduced, as in Ireland and Scotland, and in all populous i the extent to which it is practicable to carry that reduction of
o HE and increasing districts, that the appointment of an officer of i the expense of interments, which is so important to the middle
o t“ , _ health, having charge and regulations of all interments, would be | and lower classes, the expense of interments of gentry and per- E
e the most economical as well as the most eflicient. mode of intro- ! sons of the middle class of life is taken at double the amount L il
. e ducing it: in every place it must be a measure of paramount at which persons of great experience in providing for the inter- w
' | ' iml":)"“;‘,“c"' ] . S . . i ment of large numbers have estn‘na.t.ec} they1 may belefgﬁ?turt.ed | W
. pg § 215. As an instance of the mcompatibility of such duties as for without any reduction of the essentials to a decent so nnity .
HI. those of the proposed officer of public health, with service in con- 218. The estimate takes the existing scale of burial fees i -
nexion with any existing local administrative body, it may be men- of the parish of St. James, Westminster, as fees to be contmu_ed, .
tioned that every local Board in such a town as Sheffield would com- f which would, if received in a fee fund, not only provide compensation i .
prehend some of the chief householders, who would most probably - for vested interests, but go far to provide the expense of new services, | .
be the chief manufacturers and employers of the class of workmen, 219, To the estimate of the expenses of interment is superad(lE_d A -
and that even the official connexion would to such minds as the a foo to defvay the expenses of medical officers of a Loard of public o
workmen expose him to suspicion, and diminish his influence, for health. The reduction of that great source of waste and expense,
, e the effectuation of any voluntary changes of practice.  On other | the payment of two or three stages of profits, for materials, &e. g
S it grounds, such as the absence of qualification in such Boards to give ] of funerals (by placing them under general arrangements), would ]
S superior du'ectlmls; and such grounds as tl!os.e speeified in p. 322 ! admit of this charge, which is really a means to a still greater i
and p. 349 and 350 of the General Report, it is submitted that the . cconomy, the economy of health and life, and consequently of L1 .
1 fanctions of the officer of health would be the best exercised, ? the num,ber of funerals themselves. Objection to {hese charg(.es T’ '{
~ HE. independently of any other local administrative body. Tdewould, would scarcely have place where the pecuniary economy is .
E _ in an independent capacity, be the most powerful auxiliary of any immediate. The medical service proposed may be procured to :‘ O
i

o . fatal events, he would, as an independent and yet responsible clubs, for inspection within short distances, namely, 2s. 6d4. It is i *§i7 -
'% I officer, exercise an extensive influence and an efficient check on dec a;‘ed by competent witnesses, that a respeqtable officer of ,
FTE behalf of the public at Jarge. : »ublic health, a physician, performing such services as those de- | ‘
. § 216. Every efficient measure of improvement of the sanitary seribed, would be welcomed in most families oun such a charge as i .
- R condition of the population, must be in its mere pecuniary results 10s. 6(;. for the middle classes, and 14. ls. for the higher classes, ,1 S
e ;g P a measure of a large economy (§ 80). Physicians and medical charged as a part of the reduced funeral expenses. : |
e officers are of opinion that ali the ordinary and extraordinary duties e
o | specified, and even more, may be done by an officer of health -
o with the same average expenditure of time (taking one case with _ L

another), that occurs to a’ physician in visiting a patient, examin-
, ing the case, writing out a Preseription and giving instructions
to attendants. I shall be able to show that it may be accom-
plished at a charge no greater than that now paid by the labour-
ing classes to one of their body as a steward or officer of their
burial clubs who is required to inspect and identify the body of a
deceased member.
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186 Practicability of obtaining superior

Estimated Scale of Charges jfor Infermenis in the Aetropolis, inclusive of

Compensations ; the payment for the purchase of new Cemelerics; and
new Istablishment Cnarges.

l’mpnsmll Scaleof | Charge Total
Charge for; Expense | for New Total |[Aunual | estimated
Existing | Officer of {for Under-] Ceme- | estimated | NumberjExpense of
Burial |Healthand taker's teries Seate of |of Cases/ Interments
Dues, | Registras ! Materials aml Expuense |ofeach | toeach
tion of aud | Estublish-' of Burials | Cluss, § Class per
Death, | Sprvices. | ments, l - BV ETE
£ sod| £ s d|£ 8 d & 5 d £ sod £
Genlry {Adulls .l 0] 1 00]21 00 6 0013310 0} 1,724 606,374
¥+ YChildren | 5 5 01 1 0 0] 310 0f 4 5 0114 0 0] 529} 7,406
15t Class §Adults. { 210 o 010 011010 0] 3 ¢ 9{1610 0| 3.9 63,635
TradesmentChildren { 1 5 0] 010 0| 210 0 &€ ¢ ol 6 5 0] 3,703 23,144
2uedl Class
Tradesmen LAdulls . 1120l o6 36 00)] 1100 99 0| 2,96 23,312
{U}:’de‘-) Chillren | 016 9] 0 ¢ 3| 212 6] 010 ¢y 3 5 6] 2,761 9,042
scribed
Artisans . §Adults . 015 61 0 2 6- 10 0}y 0 2 0 210 0]12,045 30,113
* gl‘iiliireu o g8olog2ge6i 0150019 18013845 19,433
Panpers . {Ch;;dlfel; } . o . . ' 013 0| 3,63 9,376
Totals o« o 0 o e x e e e e ee e e e e e e e e o] 231,861
Oran annual saving on the esfimated total expense of the interments and parochial 374,74
charges for the whole metropolis o« & o & o s ¢ o 2 = .2 = . 4,74

§ 220. In this estimate the expense of the funerals of the classes
«undescribed * in the mortuary registries may be taken as repre-
senting the second or third class of tradesmen. In the estimate of the
expense of funerals of persons of the first class, no account is taken
for a long cavalcade of mourning coaches; but those who are
conversant with the details agree that several may be supplied,
with a full retinue of hired mourners, and the expense be yet kept
below one-half the present amount of charges. A confident
opinion is expressed that interments might be performed, under
general arrangements, with all the advantages specified, and
full compensation be given, at a rate of between 5/ and 6/. each
funeral, instead of about 15Z., the present average.

§221. On the eight chief cemeteries opened in the metropolis by
private companies, and comprising about 260 acres, or consider-
ably more than the space occupied by all the parochial and private
burial grounds whatever, a capital of about 400,000.. has been n-
vested, The expenses of litigation and of procuring Acts of Par-
liament, and purchasing grounds, must have been excessively
heavy; and it appears probable that, for an amount not much
greater or not exceeding it by more than one-fifth, superior
national cemeteries, with houses of reception and appropriate
chapels, may be formed on the present scale of expenditure of
these companies, and in a style commensurate with what is
due to the metropolis of the empire. 1f the charge of the pur-
chase of the land and the structural arrangements be spread
over 30 years, and the payment of the mouey charged, with in-
terest, on the burials of persons of the higher and middle
classes, the amount might be included in the total charges

JPpoe S ey s e Py Sy
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for funerals above estimated for the several classes, which charges,
though so much below the amount at present usually paid, are
yet higher than asserted to be necessary by respectable trades-
men, ready to verify their assertions by sureties to supply the
materials and service of an equal or of a better description for the
public than that which they now obtain.  If the charges of the
new cemeteries and establishments at such rates as those sug-
gested were taken as substitutes for the existing rates of charge for
graves, the new rates would be for the middle and higher classes
greatly below the charges usually found in undertakers’ bills and
executors’ accounts. If those new expenses were levied in the shape
of a poll tax, or as burial dues, a sum of about 5d. per head per
annum (exclusive of the expense of collection) would suffice in the
metropolis to repay the principal and interest of purchase-money
in 30 years, and also to defray the annual establishment charges.

§ 292, The establishment charges of the existing eight principal
cemeieries, amount, it is stated, to about 75007, per annum. 1 believe,
that by appropriate arrangementsof a publicestablishmenta farmore
efficient service might be obtained for national cemeteries for the
same money. Assuming that the greatest solemnity and the highest
cathedral service is due to funerals, four full choirs of 20 choristers
and four organists to lead them might be obtained for less than
10,0001. per annum for four national cemeteries to meet the wishes
of those who desire a servico of the highest solemmity. The
lowest aggregate charge for the separate establishments of paro-
chial and suburban burial grounds, if only on the scale of that of
St. Martin’s-in-the-Tields, must be at the least 25,000/, and
would probably extend to 30,000/, or 40,0007. per annum. Such
an amount in connexion with national cemeteries would suffice to
maintain, in addition to the superior religious establishments above
deseribed, a superior description of intermediate houses of recep-
tion for the dead, with houses and offices for the residence of the
officers of public health in care of them : it would beyond that suffice
to provide the means for accommodation, on a Jarge scale, for the
reception and treatment of all persons labouring under infectious
diseases. It might also suffice for the establishment of public
baths, in which the metropolis is also deficient.

223. The number of the officers of health requisite for the due
exceution of the service could only be determined by experience;
but, judging from analogous experience, a much smaller staft’ than
on the first view might be expecied would sufiice for the per-
formance of all the duties specified, if their whole time were
devoted to them. Medical officers of dispensaries, within_their
districts, visit, examine, and treat twenty or thirty cases per diem ;
physicians in full practice, and driving to distant parts of the
town, on the average (which includes cases of short visits of a few
minutes and cases where a long attendance would be required),
visit about three cases in the hour. This appears to be the best

-
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188 Number and Expenses of superior Officers of Health,

analogous experience. On this experience, and considering that
it would be good cconomy to provide each officer with a one-horse
veliicle, he may be expected to visit filkcen cases a-day, one day
with the other, out of the daily number of deaths. The two
public medical departments, the navy and the army, have rendered
the highest, if not the only, public service in the prevention of
disease—the navy medical department especially; which service
it has been enabled to achieve from having the subjects of its
care under the most complete control. The scale of remunera-
tion to these officers, who, whatever diploma they may possess,
are required to undergo, and do undergo, a special re-examina-
tion, is taken for estimating the expeuse. There are various
grounds that, at all events at the outset, and for their superior
responsibility, this class of oflicers should be selected. The pro-
posed staft would be as follows :—

Yer Annum,

An inspector of public health, of the rank of  £. s d.

an inspector-general of hospitals in the

army, or of fleets in the navy, at full pay

of 14. 16s. per diem, at the rate given alter

ten years'service . . . . . . . G657 0 O
A deputy inspector-general, at the rate of the

army full pay of 14, ds. perdiem . . . 438 0 0
Light inspectors of public health, of the rank

of staff surgeon, at the rate of the army [ull

pay of 19s. per diem . . . . .

wo supernumeraries, of the pay of regi-

mental surgeons, at the rate of the army

pay of 18s. perdiem . . . ., , . 54710 0O
Ten single horse vehicles, and ten drivers, at

1Z. 1s. per week, total 3Z. 3s. per week each. 1,638 0 0

Total. . . . . . 603410 0

Ten officers, visiting fifteen cases per diem, would suffice to
take order such as deseribed, for the burial of 45,000 persons,
They will also be enabled in upwards of 8000 cases to direct
measures for the profection of the survivors and their neighbours
from the spread of contagious disease. Supposing that cach
class of deaths occurred daily, with the same regularity that they
ocenr yearly, the distribution of the duties of verification and
examination may be seen from the following table, made from
the Registrar-General’s returns,

. 2774 0 0

Numlber and chief Causes of Deaths daily and weekly. 189

Liverpoul | Manches-| Leeds
Pup. ter Pop. Poyp,

223,045(192,405(168,627

Metsopolis

Pop. 1,870,727

o~ ™~
Dhaily Dail Weekd Weekly Weekly
Number Nuﬁ;h{:r ‘Total Nnmbryr b““;b" Number
of of Number of D "l . of
_— Denthis of | yeuihis of | Daily. | Deaths in “““1 ;3 M| Neatkss in
Childeen |~ Adults, Liverpoul,] M2RCIES- 1 [ uuds,
unider 13, ter,
}Cpidemic.. Emlc!n'lc, nnd} 18 43, | 22, 52%; 343, 203,
Contagious Iisvases .

Sporadie Diseasess—
: Nervous Disease . 145; 6§; | 213 28%; 18 15¢;

Diseases of the Respi-} 133, 25%, | 885, 468, 34, 24
ratory Organso . 0
Diseases of the rurans} 24 97 & 1 55
of Circulation b . Rt I o 1 fo v
Diseascs of the Diges-li 5y, | 83| 93| 06| 9% | Oh
- v . L] . . 5 "
Other Sporadic Discases 54; 127; | 18k ]?}ﬁ 16 191&-
Olll l\gl‘. . . . . . s 9 I} gtﬁ i}:}'ﬁ Dlﬁ tQI"
Viulcnt Duu!hs . N . l 21";5 3]5 1o 4{5 1;5
Causes not specified . i & % . ‘.
Total . . 58'1[5 7%5 ‘e 1‘62% 12;._155 8.6)"];:6
Total Deaths Daily . .o o 1258 23%; L% 1235

i i i ken from the Regis-

Nots—The data upun which this Table is calculated are taken &
tnnr-(()}?;uml's Fourth I:\nnuu] Report—the Metropolis, p. 330 Liverpool, p. 281;
Manuchester, p. 281; Leeds, p. 283. The Metropolis is caleulated on the average of

the years 1840 and 1841, the other places on the year 1840.

§ 224. The total number of funerals and deaths requiring verifi-
cation daily would be —for Birmingham about 12, for Nottingham
5, {or Leicester 3, for Derby 3. From thf: datra ahovc- given it will
be seen at how small an expenditure of time a well directed force
for the prevention as well as the alleviation of misery—~vast mterests'
of the population, that are now neglected—may be placed, undes
responsible superintendence, m}d on the most sordl(l1 views of
economy of money, immense savings, under proper regu ations, be
made. In Liverpool alone, in the business of cure or alle\flatllou
there are now engaged 50 physicians, and 250 surgeous, apothe-
cavies, and druggists, and not one 1‘esp9llslb1e pubhc_oﬂ]cchto
investigate the causes of disease with a view to gl:eventlon. I\olr
has the city of London, with a population .)oi 125,000, one such
officer, though it has an expenditure of 72,000 per anlm.l'm_m
hospitals and endowed medical charities alone, for the alleviation
of disease. . '

9225, There is much experience to est.abhsh the conclusion |hlat
very special qualifications are requisite for the per-f'm:maflce of tlle
duties of an oflicer of the public health. The only safe pr oof of the
possession of such qualifications is the facl;'of a person having inves-
tigated successfully some scientific question on the p}'e}\:cn_tlou ]o['
discase to a practical end, by which the main qualification, the
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190 Necessity of superior qualifications in Officers of Health.

habit of practical investigation, and zeal and ability for the service
of prevention may be placed beyond doubt. It would be no impu-
tation on the merits of a general medical practitioner that he was
found unsuited to the performance of the duties devolving on an
officer of public health. 'The working of the Parisian adminis-
trative arrangements shows the injury done to the public service
by the difficulty of retrieving any mistaken appointment, and
suggests the desirableness of an arrangement to facilitate changes
of the officers of health even where there is the security of a pre-
vious special examination as to the qualifications for the office.
Cases would occur where officers would themselves choose to
withdraw from such a service, for which they felt unsuited, if
they might retire without imputation and withoul any severe
sacrifice. If, thevefore, officers of health were chosen from amongst
those who had long served with honour in the army or navy
medical department, the advantage would be gained of a facility
of retirement being given to the officer of health (an office, indeed,
which would often be trying to the constitution), and without loss
of rank or of the means of livelihood.

§ 226. The arrangements for the performance of the funereal
rites in public cemeteries would, of course, fall 1o the proper eccle-
siastical authority. The architectural arrangements, and the de-
coration of the cemeteries, may claim the highest aid that art can
give to the production of solemn religious impressions. Publie
monuments and works of art have of late been extensively thrown
open to the population, and there is evidence that this course of pro-

ceading has been productive of beneficial effects on those of the.

lower classes who have had opportunities of viewing such monu-
ments during their holidays. But the place of burial is the objeet
to which the views of almost every individual of that class, as well
as of others, is ever most intently directed. All thestructural and
decorative arrangements of the national cemetery should, therefore,
be made by the highest talent that can be procured, with the
purpose of inferesting the feelings, under the conviction that in
rendering attractive that place we are preparing the picture which
1s most [requently present to the minds of the poorest, in the
hours of mental and bodily infirmity, and the last picture on earth
presented to his contemplation before dissolution.

§ 227. Tt will bave been seen that if the tendency of the public
mind be followed out by the economical regulation of fuueral ex-
penses, and if the public be protected from the extortions of un-
dertakers, considerable reductions of expense may be effected, and
munificent provision may et be made for permanent decorations,

‘These reductions would, also, under practicable regulations of the
mode and practice of interment, admit of full and liberal compensa-
tion to all legal and proper interests affected by the proposed
change of the practice, and to whom Parliament might determine
that compensation should be awarded.
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998. In the case of the ministers of the Established Chureh in
large towns, the surplice fees, including the burial dues, are to be
considered as the main parts of their incomes. They have no tithes,
and 1o other means of livelihood. But the burial dues are so vari-
ously regulated—in some places by custom, in other places by
local Acts—that it is scarcely practicable to lay down any one scale
in respeet {o them that would not operate uncqually and unjustly.
Complaints from cemetery companies are made in respect to the
existing scales of compensation, which did not appear to be
within my province to investigate. It appeared to me that the only
satisfactory mode of determining the amount of compensation
would be ‘an adjudication and examination of the case of each

arish. This would be a service, which the Commissioners for
the Commutation of Tithes would be competent to render.

999. The claims of families who have purchased the privilege
of interment in private vaults are not, that 1 find, maintained
to any extent by the possessors, but are rather suggested as
obstacles by others. That which at the time of purchase was
deemed a privilege is now proved to be an injury to the com-
munity at large, not to speak of the very families by whom
the right of interment in the church which they attend is exer-
cised.  When the fact is known of the deleterious character of
the miasma which arises wherever bodies waste away, it were
inconsistent with all religious feeling to maintain, as a privilege,
the right of endangering the health c_)f their. families, friends, or
neighbours. The same observation is applicable to grave-yards
attached to chapels belonging to Dissenting congregations. Burial
there is an injury to the congregations themselves, and the removal
of interments a benefit to them ; and although any oue may cheose
fo put up with the injury, or refuse fo admit the evidence of it,
they can scarcely claim to continue the injury at the expense of

others, or against the conviction of the majority of the community
and the opinions and customs of all civilized nations by whom the
practice of interments in towns is prohibited. The overwhelming
cvidence that what is deemed a privilege is reallyan injury, precludes
all claim to compensation as for a loss. No claim is set forth by
any congregation for compensation as for the loss ofa gainful trade
of burial. Setting aside, then, the question of right, it may be
submitted in respect to the owners of private vaults in parochial
burial grounds, whether claimants,' within a given time, may not Le
allowed an equal space in the national cemeteries, and be allowed
to transfer the remains of their ancestors thither, and erect suitable
monuments fo them. It may also be submitted that the sites
occupied as burial grounds may be 1'(?-1)111'chased from the congre-
gations on liberal terms of compensation, to be keptas open spaces
for the public use, and that those congregations may have equi-
valent spaces allotted to them at a distance from town in
the new cemeterics. 'The authorities carrying out the change,
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192 Claims of existing Interests to compensation,

should be enabled, on the like terms, {o re-purchase from private
companies such cemeteries as may be deemed el}glhle .im.]t!l-“
public, and engage their officers in the public service, o OE ;L.q_
wise compensate them., The success of nahonal’ cenlmjel‘c}'{)u‘.i
would doubtlessly occasion loss to those who have su S(Il ibec
capital in what was at the time a public improvement, and it is
further submitted for consideration, whether the power of re-put-
chase for the publie, from the proceeds of a reduced blll'llal ox-
penditure, might not be extended to the re-purchase of sulc 1 sites
even where they would not be found eligible for national ceme-
teries. _ : od b
§ 230. If it be decided that the protection so much needed by
all classes, especially by the poorest, in respect. to the expoln;;e of
interments shall be given, by empowering officers of h'ez; tll 1;0
carry out regulations the same in principle as those which m\.(:‘
given relief and satisfaction in well regulated commumiw?, ]1‘
may then be submitted for econsideration, whe.ther the cases of the
tradesmen who have devoted themselves entirely to the business
of supplying funereal materials and service, e.md whcl) “tl]l l:(i
wholly superseded, could not be brought within any eglf nt]lm o
principles and precedents of compensation, for the lfl?S 0 ; 1&11
existing multiform monopoly by the whole or any por t1](])n 0 b}’]c
supply having been transferred to officers responsible to t e pu‘t'lc.
By means of such transference, the public gain will, in propo: on
to its completeness be immense. ‘Without it there is no appaw]ut
means of change or compensation that will not increase tlltf
existing expenses, and also increase the frain of existing evils
consequent on those expenses. ‘Whatever may be the sacrifice o1
inconvenience experienced by this class of tradesmen from such a
{ransference, it were a lamentable misdirection of sympathy.to
sustain their pecuniary infercsts at the expense of the perpet].uanon
of the enormous pecuniary sacrifices of the poorest and morst
helpless classes. But it may be submitted that the large work
of charity and justice to the public from the change proposed,
need not be accomplished by the sacrifice of the real principals
in the business of undertaking. If the alterations proposed were
not made, it is nevertheless probable that this business will Le
considerably changed. The practicability and advantage of the
consolidation of the business of the supply of funereal materials
and services under one general management with the cemetery,
and the acceptability of the institution of a place for the reception
and care of the dead previous to interment, are attested by the
fact of which I am informed, that in consequence of the proposed
measures having been necessarily developed by t]‘le. course of the
present inquiry from a multitude of witnesses, joint stock_ com-
panies are now preparing to adopt, as a source of emelument, similar
arrangements. Lo those persons who are not really principals in
the business, as they professed, but agents, whose only service
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consisted in conveying orders to real principals, and who extorted
large profits from those who employed them; to those carrying on
the business of undertaker only as an addition to their chief trade,
aud to whom the orders for a funeral was  an occasional job”—to a,
large proportion of these classes, the change would cause no ulti-
mate loss, and to many it must be an eventual gain, The
business as at present conducted is in principle similar to a lottery
i the excessive emoluments of death, amounting to upwards of
hall a million of money in the metropolis alone, and which is
chiefly wrested from the poorer and depressed classes. Such an
amount is annually distributed in prizes, which fail with the deaths,
in sums varying from a few pounds to several hundreds, amongst
& crowd of expectants, which even, under the existing manage-
ment, is five times more numerous than is necessary (and under
the proposed arrangements ten times the number requisite),
leaving the greater number poorly paid for all their waiting, not-
withstanding the large sums exacted from the suffering survivors.
It may confidently be pronounced, that to the majority of the
class of inferior labourers, the change of system must be an
eventual and very carly benefit.

§ 231. As various religious communities would participate in the
provision of public cemeteries, it appears preferable, for the avoid-
ance of jealousy and any pretext for dissatisfaction, and that such
different partics may be freely communicated with, thatland should
be purchased, and the structural arrangements made, on due con-
sultation by the Commissioners of Woods and Forests.

§ 232. The sites for national cemeteries would be determinable
on consideration of circumstances affecting public health, and b
convenience of access, which the responsible officers of public health
should be required to nvestigate on a view or survey of the circum-
stances of the metropolis in these respects as a whole, They would
also set forth the arrangements necessary for the preparation of the
ground for interment, for drainage, and the protection of the springs;
and the prevention of the escape of miasma ; from which regulations
1o class of interments and no places should be exempted,

§ 233. If the whole of the arrangements for sepulture were begun
de novo, the most eligible principle for defraying all the public
charges, and perhaps most of those charges which are now private
charges, would be, as respects persons of the lower and middle
ranks, by annual payments approximating to au insurance.
With the wealthy classes payment at the time of interment par-
takes of the nature of a legacy duty, and is then made most con-
veniently,  With the lower and a large part of the middle classes
of society, the death of an adult member of the family is frequently
the loss of the most productive member of the family, which occurs
at a time when the family has, in almost every case, incurred
Severe expenses for medical treatment duringilluess. The charges
for interment and for the mourning which custom requires, then
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A large proportion of the middle and
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posed changes. They have unanimously declared that these
changes would all be a great gain to them, especially the proposed
reduction of the expenses of interments. They have moreover
urged that if they were enabled to have the funerals performed in
a satislactory manner, at a reduced expense, the applications for
parochial aid would be proportionately diminished, the poorest
relations would then subscribe to avert the disgrace of a parochial
interment ; a large proportion of the applications for such aid
being now made by others than regular paupers, and in conse-
quence of the hopelessness of their being enabled to defray the
heavy expenses which are at present necessary.
- § 235, The conclusions before stated are deduced principally
from the facts obtained by inquiries in the metropolis and the
chief towns in the manufacturing distriets. The information
obtained by correspondence from Edinburgh, Glasgow, Bristol,
Birmingham, Coventry, and several towns in Ireland, tends
to the conclusion that the leading principles set forth in this
report are applicable to all crowded town districts, with but few
modifications. In all the practice of interments in towns, the
crowded state of the places of burial, the apparent want of seclusion
and sanctity pollute the mental associations, and offend the senti-
ments of the population, irrespective of any considerations of the
public health; in almost all, this state of feeling is manifested b
the increasing resort of persons of the higher and middle classes
to such cemeteries as have been formed out of the towns by private
individuals who have associated, and taken advantage of the
feclings to procure subscriptions for the formation of more ac:
ceptable places of sepulture.  In Manchester and Edinburgh; and
a few other towns, the business of the undertaker docs not appear
to be on the same footing as in the metropolis; the expenses of the
funerals to the labouring classes appear nevertheless to be no less
oppressive, and the whole arrangements to stand in pressing need
of regulation. In nearly all the towns where the grave-yards are
crowded by the burials of an increasing population, evidence was
tendered of outrages perpetrated upon the feelings of the popula-
tion by the gravediggers in the disposal of undecomposed remains
to make space for new inferments, And it follows, from the cir-
cumstances that these men will not allow their own means of live- -
lihood to be curtailed, and will, if they be permitted, or be un-
watehed, make way by any means for new interments. The de-
secralions are suspected, and from time to time are discovered. It
requires a high order of education and mental qualification to
maintain habitually respeet for the inanimate remains of the dead
and regard to the feelings of the living connected with them. In
the uneducated, any common feelings of respect soon give way to
every-day conveniences, and are at once obliterated by any strong
necessities. The common tendencies in this respect are “attested
by the examples cited, of careful arrangements madg to guard
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196 The Evils in question not confined to large Towns.

against them, (§ 169.) In all the populous provincial towns the need
of the superior superintendence of the material arrangements
for interment, and the exercise of such functions as those described
as falling to a superior officer of public health, appear to be even
more urgent than'in the metropolis. It is, however, an error to
suppose that the evils of the existing practice of interment ave con-
fined to the larger towns. The burial-ground at Southampton, for
example, is represented to me to be {uil ; it is moreover not more
than one-half of the extentrequisite for the population of that town,
which is about 28,000, and rapidly increasing. The authorities
there are desirous of obtaining grounds and establishing a public
cemetery in or near the town, and would, if practicable, do so with-
out the expense of a private Act of Parliament. The grave-yard
of the cathedral of Ely, for the burials arising from a_population
of about 7,000 is 1'epm'ted to be inconveniently full, and the
very reverend the dean is stated to be extremely desirous of
closing it and procuring a burial-ground at a distance. I have
been informed by several ecclesiastical authorities, that the clergy
ave often much distressed by the inadequacy of the old grave-
yards to meet the necessities of burial for an_ increasing popula-
tion. The data already given as to the space required for
interments will serve to show the adequacy or inadequacy of the
existing burial-grounds for any population. It may be submitted
that provision might be made for the relief of any district on

the inspection and under the authority of properly appointed -

officers of health, for the provision of new and separate places of
burial, on applications showing the inadequacy or unsuitableness
of the existing grave-yards.

It were a reproach to the country, and its institutions and ifs
government, and to its administrative capacity, to suppose that
what is satisfactorily done in the German states may not, now
that. attentionis directed to the subject, be generally doiie at least
as well and satisfactorily in this country ; or that the higher classes
would not in whatever depends on their volunfary aid, exhibit as
good and practical an example of community of feeling in taking
a lead in the adoption of ail arrangements tending to the com-
mon benefit, os that displayed in the states which have achieved
the most satisfactory improvement of the practice of interment, by
well-appointed officers of public health.

§ 236. I have thought it wmecessary to occupy attention with
many details which would appear to follow the adoption of the ge-
neral principles deducible from the information collected. 1 have

riven that information so fully in the text, that I have avolded
extending the bulk of the Report by repeating it with prefatory
or connecting matter in the Appendix.

I would now beg leave to recapitulate the chief conclusions
which the information obtained under this inquiry appears to esta-
blish. They are—
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L. As to the Evils which require Remedies.

§ 237, That the emanations from 1 i

' ( 1uman remains are of a nat

to p}od}lce f'atal disease, and to depress the general health of ?vllll:f
* soever 1s exposed to them; and that interments in the vaults of

fcljgrc]les, or 1n grave-yards surrounded by inhabited houses, con-
fil utc to the mass of atmospheric and other impurities by which
the general health and average duration of life of the inhabit
is (Ilgnmshed. (§1 to 23.) s
| N e§ 1:5?1?11 ngg:t'tth? places of burial in towns or crowded districts
e y dostitute of proper seclusion or means for impressive
gious service, and are exposed to desecrations revolting to th
Popula'r feclings; and that feelings of aversion are manife%t in o
increasing removals or abandonment of family vaults and lacée
of burial, and the preference, often at increased expense ofI;nt ;
lr::z:::zlm sul.nu:ban cemeteries, which are Detter ﬁtted, to ra?srt;
m re{pOSZ.ssEchllzx(t)g)Ss of greater quiet, respect, and security as places
§ .43?. Thatthe greatest injury done by emanations from decom-
5?1551;:33; remains of the dead to_th(? health of the living of the labouring
¢ asse ’b Lr:] m{;:ni_\.r Po_pulous dlsfncts, a.rises from the Jong retention
ot bof 1}; Set; clail‘i lzltl((alrrlr]x:nt 1::1} tl}e smglle rooms in which families
as ve their meals, and slee y
} tlllc deaths, in the greater number of instanc’es, take plsﬁ-.,e an:ﬂl?l }tlle;r?:
closely successive deaths of members of the same family’ from tI;1
same disease, are very frequent amongst the Jabourin; classe .
an(! that, where the disease has not been occasioned b rgth o
nations from the first dead body, as sometimes ap eal?s t;3 (;]mr':l"
been the case, or where the disease has either ariseg from a c'cf::l(-3
11]1011_c.§1u_se, or may have been communicated before death from
the living person, the diseases are apparently rendered much mo
fflt_al by this practice of the retention of the dead body in the "
living room previous to interment. (§ 24 to 39.) ’ o
i ] §1240 That this practice of the prolonged retention of the
dead in such crowded rooms, besides being physically injuri
is morally degrading and brutalizing. (§ 40 to 42.) YIRS
a § 241. That this practice is frequently the most powerfully in-
fluenced by the difficulty of raising the expenses of funerals, whicl
m this country press grievously on the labouring and middle,chs C)l
of the community, and are extravagant and wastelul to all ¢l sses,
and occasion severe sufiering and moral evil. (343 to (71 ) S
§ 242. That, on the best proximate estimates which hz;ve been
mz?dle, .the total amount of the whole of the yearly expenses of fu-
;:t:,ll Izlld:pl}i] ttllle n:etropohs cannot be less than between six and seven
pund d thousand poun.ds_, and for the whole of Great Britain
e “2 tze:l))l f%l;l‘ and five millions sterling per annum. (§ 72 to 74.)
. L§w’tl ’ llz}t 1t appears, upon examination in the metropolis, that
ithstanding the great oxpense of funerals, the existing
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198 Swmmary Statement of the chicf Eils requiring Remedics.

arrangements for conducting them arc on an unsatisfactory foot-
ing, and that great Jifficulties stand in the way of any eflicien®
amendment, whilst the practice of interment in the crowded dis-
tricts is retained. (§ 84 to 89.)

- § 244. That on the occurrence of a death amongst the poorest
classes or amongst strangers, the survivors are commonly destitute
of means of precaution against oppressive charges and of trust-
worthy advice or counsel, as to the modes of burial such as are
afforded by the civic arrangements of other civilized countrics.
(§§ 121, 192, and vide Appendix, No. 1))

§ 245. That on the occurrence of deaths from preventible
causes of disease, there are no uppoiuted means for the detection
and removal of those causes, and that strangers and new-comers,
naving 10 warning, are successively exposed, and frequently fall
victims to them. (§ 196.)

246. That common causes of diseases which ravage the com-
munity, of the extent of operation of which causes it has a deep
interest in knowing, pass unexamined and undetected ; moreover,
that in many districts there are wide opportunities for the escape
of crimes, by which life is also rendered insecure, chiefly by the
omission of efficient arrangements for the due verification of the
fact and causes of death. (§§ 200 to 215.)

947. That the numbeis of funerals, and intensity of the misery
attendant upon them, vary amongst the different classes of society
in proportion to the intarnal and external circumstances of their
habitations: that the deaths and funerals vary in the metropolis
from 1 in every 30 of the population annually (and even more
in ill-conditioned districts), to 1 in 56 in better-conditioned dis-
tricts; from 1 death and funeral in every 28 inhabitants in an ill-
conditioned provincial town district, to 1 in 64 in a better-
conditioned rural district: such differences of the condition of the
population being accompanied by still eloser coincidences in the
variation of the span of life, the average age of all who die in
some ill-conditioned districts of thie metropolis being 26 years
only, whilst in better-conditioned districtsit is 36 years: the varia-
tions of the age of deaths being in some provincial towns, such as
Leicester, from 15 years in the ill-conditioned to 24 years in the
beiter-conditioned districts : and as between town and rural districts

17 or 18 years for the whole population of Liverpool, and 39 years
for the whole population of Hereford; and that the total excess
of deaths and funerals in England and Wales alone, above the
conimonly attained standards of health, being at the least between
thirty and forty thousand annually. (§75 to §80, and district

returns: Appendix.)

1. As to the Remedies availuble for the Prevention or Mitiga-
tion of these Ivils.

§248. That the most effectual and principal means for the

i
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abz}teme.nt .of the evils of interments are those sanitary measures
Wh&df dmnmshlthe proportionate numbers of deaths and funerals
and increase the duration of life. 75 to § 82, and Gener 1
Report, p. 370. But— S 382 eneral

§ 249. That on the several speeial grounds, moral, religious,

~and physical, and in conformity to the best usages and authotities

of primitive Christianity, § 177, and the general practice of the
most civilized modemn nations, the practice of interments in towns
in burial places amidst the habitations of the living, and the
practice of interment in churches, ought for the 1 L'Iture? and with-
out any exeeption of places, or acceptation of persons, to be
entirely prohibited. (§1 to §23.) ,

950, That the necessilies of no class of the population in
respect to burial ought to be abandoned as-sources of private
em_olument to commercial associations, but that national ceme-
teries of a suitable description ought to be provided and main-
tained (as to the material arrangements), under the direction of
officers duly qualified for the care of the public health. (§126.)

§ 251. That for the avoidance of the pain, and moral and
physical evil arising from the prolonged retention of the body
in the rooms occupied by the living, and at the same time to
carry out such arrangements as may remove the_ painful appre-
hensions of premature interments, institutions of houses for the
immediate reception, and respectful and appropriate care of the
flead, under superior and responsible officers, should be provided
1§111(3f1e1')y town for the use of all classes of the community. (§ 90 to

§ 252. That for the abatement of oppressive charges for fune-
real materials, decorations, and services, provision should be made
(in conformity to successful examples abroad) by the officers
having charge of the national cemeteries, for the supply of the
requisite materials and services, securing to all classes, but espe-
cially to the poor, the means of respectable interment, at reduced
and moderate prices, suitable to the station of the deceased, and
the condition of the survivors. (§ 186, §115 to § 120.)

§ 253. That for these purposes, and for carrying out the physical
arrangements necessary for the protection of the public health
respect to the practice of interment, officers of health qualified by
?gecélézgl)education and special knowledge should be appointed.
~ §254. That in order to abate the apprehensions of premature
interment, § 92 to § 96, to bring responsible aid and counsel, and
protection within the reach of the most destitute survivors, § 121
and 122 and § 198, to protect the people against continued ex-
posure to _ascertained and 1)1'eve11tible causes of disease and death,
the principle of the early appointment of searchers be revived,
and no interment be allowed to take place without the verification
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of the fact and cause of death by the officer of health. (§123, 124,
125, 126, to § 216.)

§ 255. That in all clear and well ascertained cases of deaths
from immediately removable causes of disease and death, the
officers of health be invested with summary powers, and be re-
sponsible for exercising them, for the removal of those causes,
and for the protection of strangers from continued exposure and
suftering from them.

§ 256. That the expenses of national cemeteries should be raised
by loans bearing interest. -

§ 257. That the repayment of the principal and interest should
be spread over a period of [thirty years ?J—and be charged as
part of the reduced expenses for future interments.

§ 258. That all burial fees and existing dues be collected on
interment, and form a fund from whence be paid the com-
pensations which Parliament may award to such existing in-
terests as it may be necessary to disturb, including the payment of
the establishment charges, and the principal and interest of the
money expended for the erection of new cemeteries; and that any
surplus which may thereafter acerue may be applied to the means
of improving the health of the living.

§ 259. That, on consulting the experience of those cities abroad
where the greatest attention has been given to the arrangements
for the protection of health connected with interments, it appears
that by the appointment of medical officers, unencumbered b
private practice, as officers of health, and qualified by the pos-
session of appropriate science for the verification of the fact and
causes of death, and by committing to them the regulation of the
gervice of interments In national cemeteries, the several defects
above specified may be remedied, and that new and comparatively
salubrious places of burial may be procured, together with ap-
propriate religious establishments, wherein the funeral service may
be better solemnized, and that the expense of funerals may be re-
duced, in the metropolis, at the least, to one-half of the exisling
amount, and full compensation be given to all who may have
legitimate elaims for compensation for losses on the alterations of
the existing practice. (§219 to §225.)

§ 260, That the agency of properly qualified officers of health
necessary for abating the evils of the practice of interments would
also serve powerfully to promote the application of those sanitary
measures which in some districts would, there is reason to believe,
save more than their own pecuniary expense, merely in the dimi-
nished numbers combined with reduced expenses of funerals, con-
sequent on the practical operation of comprehensive measures of
sanifary improvement. (§201.) ‘

§ 261. The advantages which the measures proposed offer to the

- T
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classes who now stand most in need of a beneficent intervention,
may be thus recapitulated. To take the poorest class : the labour-
ing man would (in common with the middle and higher classes)
gain, on the occasion of his demise, protection for his widow and
surviving children, that is to say ;

Protection from the physical evil occasioned by the neeessity
of the prolonged retention of his remains in the living
and sleeping room :

Protection against extortionate charges for interment, and
against the impositions of unnecessary, expensive, and
unseemly funercal customs, maintained against the wishes
of private individuals and families :

Protection and redress to his survivors or the living against
any unfair or illegal practices, should any such have led to
the death:

Protection against any discoverable causes of ill health, should
any have attached to his abode or to his place of work :

Protection from the painful idea (by arrangements preventive
of the possibility) of a premature interment :

Protection of the remains from profanation, either before or
after interment :

Protection such as may be afforded by the information and
advice of a responsible officer, of knowledge, and station,
in the various unforeseen contingencies that occur to perplex
and mislead the prostrate and desolate survivors on such
occasions. (§ 191 to §207.)

Added to these will be the relief from the prospect of interment
in a common grave-yard or charnel, by the substitution of a public
national cemetery, on which the mind may dwell with compla-
cency, as a place in which sepulture may be made an honour anda

privilege.

§ 262. The advantages derivable to the public at large have
already been specified, in the removal of causes of pain to the feel-
ings of the living connected with the common burial places ; they
would also gain in the several measures for protection against the
causes of discase specified as within the province of an officer of
the public health to remove; and they would also gain in the
steps towards the creation of a science of the preventionof disease,
and in a better registration of the fact and the causes of death.

To use the words of a great Christian writer,—that all this, which
constitutes the last office of the living, « to compose the body to
burial,” should be done, and that it should be done well and
“ gravely, decently, and charitably, we have the example of all
civilized nations to engage us, and of all ages of the world to
warrant :—so that it is against common honesty, and public fame
and reputation not to do this office.”

I would, in conclusion, beg leave to repeat and represent urgently
that Her Majesty’s Government, should only set hands to this
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areat work, wlien invested with full powers to cffect it completely :
for at present there appears to be no alternative between doing it
well or ill; between simply shifting the evil from the centre of the
populous districts to the suburbs, and deteriorating them ; fixing
the sites of interments at inconvenient disfances, forining numerous,
separate, and weak, and yet enormously expensive, establishments ;
aggravating the expense, and physical and moral evils of the
delay of interment; diminishing the solemnities of sepulture;
scattering away the elements of moral and religious improvement,
and increasing the duration and sum of the existing evils :—there
appears to be no distinct or practicable alternative between these
results and effecting such a change as, if zealously carried out, will
coothe and elevate the feelings of the great bulk of the population,
abate the apprehensions of the dying, influence the voluntary
adoption of beneficial changes in the practice of obsequies, occa-
sion an earlier removal of the dead from amidst the living to
wait jnterment and ensure the impressiveness of the funcral ser-
vice, give additional securities agaiust attempts on life, and trust-
worthy evidence of the fact of death, with the means of advancing
the protection of the living against the attacks of disease ; and at
a reduced expense provide in well arranged national cemeteries
places for public monuments, becoming the position of the empire
amongst civilized nations. |
I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
Epwin CHADWICK.
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