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cient, proved by the advantages which the rich derive from
 relieving the poor, and from the inexhaustible benevolence
of the English nation, "even’ under the disturbing influence
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BOOK I

CHAPTER I
At the beginning of society, equality of condition Ikrhaps _5515;'%
Javourable to the general support than sophisticated society,

TuE number and distress of the poor have lately
altracted general attention; because the support of the
forlorn has actually aftected tlie maintenance of all j-<
of the rich, who by relieving the poor feel their own
enjoyments abridged ; and of the less opulent; who by
the urgency and amount of social misery are brought
within the sphere of that pauperism which they would
repel from others. As many disquisitions on this sub-
ject have sinned against history and logic, and some
have even outraged- humanity, I shall endeavour to
dovelop the cguses and remedies of this' complicated
evil. My object is poverty in Great Britain ;" yét to
afford a. comprehensive view- of the question, I shall
give a summary. of ancient-and modern laws and in-
stitutions for the relief of .the destitute, noticing as
B
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theroccasion adinits even” faitastic’ theories, in ordet
that tho reader mmy possess the philosophy of the

wise, and learn the casualties and con_]ectures of fond
imaginative men, on this i important inquiry.

This: d;scusswuz mayy ybe- sunphﬁed by recarfing to

the oriblil socielics of nich. * First, the members of”

the same family confederated. ‘Thus the constituent
metnbers of nations were-single families, which in-
creased and expanded by intermarriages, by alliances
for mutual conveméncé in’ péace to procure abun-
dance, or in war through-fear-of subjection or through
hope of conquest. ThlS is proved by ancient records
and passing events, Besides; the)component parts of
nations have been distinguished, or are distinguishable,

ge\s”gnd centunes a_fter they. ] have submltted to a
conimon sove1ewnt§ TnChina names declare the
elements . of ,society; and.in;Scoetland lohg; chérishéd
aﬂ'er;thn fuxthen :certifies that: the: claps-bad the sane
plogen;tprp, Moreoye naltioiis;are: oftensfrom:vat
pous causes resqlved mto their, naturalupumary ‘coh-
nexions.;..-Lhe. Shanga,l]a, says, Btuce‘lj live in separate
tnhes, nvhlch are again, subdivided sinto; families and
gpyemet,l by then own, head. . And it:is p:ohﬁble that

all, people during;the figst: perlods of: thcirmnfederqcy

{1 s ..1 _g-,-...-.;. 1. Lu Ve A 1"\“l

IO RN B ET R
(st ',['ravels, vol iy p.: 160.,M.de Br:séon, spedking of the ‘Atabs
pf, the Desert, says, f"lhey are classed in-tribes more or lebs
conslder ble, every, tr:bej is again. dw;ded into hordes,’ and ench
lwrde enc‘amps whéfe there 1s best pnsture for the cnttle (A nd
thien; havmg mentioned that different | hordes dre mtermlxed, “All
thes coloures”ihe adds; %lodge by fdmnhé'd under tents éovei'ed
with a thick texture of camel's Hairll 10 .0 <7 L g

At

v '] g
. Jb‘-f'JV J\J i g :-\

e . B

S

S

{aued the terms’ of ‘ieit union, - beifig fuendly, ret
‘seived; cbnﬁdcni: or susplélbus, suffering ‘occasionally
‘every wmssntude from mtlmacy to' enmlty',’ untll time
had redicéd 'and’ confirinéd’” them' into’ one pohtlc

boaly Londrenatéd for' better for worsg, ¢+ e
buviety'fd its onbln, itis obvmus, could’nbt cOnsnst
‘of thic ¢XUEMG of rlch and poOr.‘ wid individdis of
eich’separate’ family’ mltrht’ be’ déstitute','lbut’it -don-
tla(h(‘tL histdry,”an’d s]m‘)‘déis dtu natlire as"'me'fely
il to stiy busé”thtﬁ:" iaki (thoﬁdrli b\b’éptmns blot
‘thé \‘6][ of l’ldmamt §)shiguld ivé "tbuﬁd'mﬂ)} WHilg i
‘clilldleli Stat 8 Bl i Fabashitig
’thind'wh:ch ithé hid]thﬂélll g i‘epleséhf‘- nddéd they
talk is 1 gholicttidal 'ihméﬁge ‘vad otighhal sin; ﬁhd
thdt"Adhfn“ i Eve efe dlspaladls'éd'ﬁdﬂl E deﬁ
‘by “ﬂ]b"pfe'séﬂfé of popﬁlanon agninét ‘the’ nfedné’bf

Subsis’ténc”"“l do’ho sabv that' dlShCS s é“ﬁ toh';
bt the! ”lbidféd eés o' ‘ﬁ folife had' bden- 11 ljf‘dt'
Fically cthbasidt l*—i——fa]sely hé’the’staterﬂent's e
gatb\ed ‘hr}lca’ll g ’the héblts'“of ‘Ofie’ '8 '”Q_ i
coumry aré hidde a c1 1tex‘rod ‘for thie c&mfé‘x ts of othel
’bs“iduﬂ' statloh‘ o GOT Dosthoot i ;,!l cibn (el 5

Many reasons mdticc - elif thise i %A tm!sffphié-

‘tlcatéd ‘stite misely 18 léss “Ubhsive TN il jmld‘hty

émpifes, (in'"which 116bleé hnd” the mdnidbch dte iled
aloft, ‘as Pélion ‘on Ossa! k" the war ! with! IIba[’eri,)

Which’ depréss the body ' eifg’ pe pie“’whd Ak “thie

ooooo

! IIonom npd dlmmce SI ml'led by cmlwed and uncmllzed
dBETIIT Gy

'liﬂve ﬁequenﬂy o' atlier ground for dlshnctlon {han usmv iorLs
at dinner, which in Cmyates timne “as conf;nlﬁeti tﬂ‘ltqu’ '%’r
usmg chairs instead of' eotches; wenring mcrs,—-tlus refinement

IR
on clvilization Is how reserved fqr ;Lrofesswns. savisi L

B2




4

base of these prodigious’superstructures. In simple
patriarchal government, wife and child are reputed
servants, and servants are treated as children'. Jacob
became Laban’s servant that he might: become his
son-in-law, So intimate are the ranks in.this early
period, thgt_am_bng the Montenegrins? a rich man gives
his -daughter in marriage without. difficulty even to a
servant. In a more advanced. stage of society scr-
vants are considered (to use an American phrase)
helpers. Such was the situation of English labourers
employed in tillage formerly, and such continues to
be the friendly intercourse between farmer and house-

Jabourers in Norway and Flanders; half-servant and

half-fellow they sit _at' the same board, they quta}ce
the same vigorous diet. Neither custom nor caprice
has invented among them endless artifices to waste
superfluity, nor to repute valgar what nature has made
abundant. Clarke3 says that a Laplander who some-
times possesses considerable property will live in a
gipsy hut : and Humboldt mentions that Don Fran-
cesco Sanchez, (and what is told of one person includes
a class,) who had realized 100,000 piastres, mounted
his horse bare-footed and bare-legged. . . -

. In this equality of manners, monarchy. where it
exists is a mere name: . the king or chief is distin-
guished by wearing a feather or being more tatooed,
—a dignity of trial, for it is.a painful pre-eminence,

1 The children of slaves at the Cape of Good Hope are said
to be nearly ona par in accommodation with the master’s fa-
‘mily. See Semple, &c. .

s Sommiere’s Travels, p. 43,  Phillips. o
"3 Travels in gbépdiqavia, p.353. ¢ As in Fernando Po,

- e
.‘.,.;.'..«"..;....‘J
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The prerogatives of royalty are equally humble. * Thus'
at Lattako his majesty enjoys the privilege of sitting
next thée pot of boiled beans; and the king dnd queen
of Timbuctoo feast principally on’ poriidge ‘made of
Guiiriea corn, which food is probably not more homely
than the dilligrout always served up at thé coronation’
of ‘the English kings, in commemioration perhaps of
thie repast of their ancestry. o
' Tood, offices, and orders—all were occasionally con-
founded. ' The stateliest personage performed the
hamblest services, Look to the Iliad. Pisistratus
Nestor's son was butchier!, Achilles was caok :. '

_ While with sharp stecl, Achilles from the bone :

Sliced thin the meat, then pierced it with the spits®,

Polycaste Nestor’s daughter officiated as a- chamber-
maid to Telemachus, as did Calypso3, nymph divine,
to his father; she laved .and dressed Ulysses. An-
tiphates4, the daughter-of Lestryonia’s king, carried a
pitcher from the city’s fountain.. Nausicaa, who
drove a car with clothes to wash them at the rivulet,
in discourse with Ulysses replied,: - - -+ -+
T foére also stands my father’s throne, on which -

©* - Seatéd he drinks and banquéts like a gods. ©

3"! ' . e e
And: when she returns, her five brothers,
| godlik:: jouth's, asseibling quick around, - -

Rteleased the mules and bore the raiment in: .

TOdyss. Tib. 3ii, ¢ Tliad, lib. ix. - 3 Odyss. libs v.
- 4 Odyss, lib, x. So do the daughters of Celeus prince of
Eleusis, in the Hymn to Ceres ascribed to Homer. See Ge-
nesis, xxiv. 15, % Odyss, lib, vii,
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that, 15: they acted as por !015 to the laundly 'm‘“‘dgi‘ % naine, ; or.ifi;named. to'bog'disg‘rat:ed;"éniled'c'iu'lé'asts!,
f}\n,d ?,mﬁ?b,? 15 0150 rqprcsentcd as ee ‘“g Iiectqrs, % hereties, inative Irnsh blacks uboors”vxllams,iJrabble,-
horées ‘gp(‘llr.illono,hnrnesses her onn challlot 3 .,Nor, *s Vagrants apaupors i i to b e o anidi
’hl)lé“’ the c’fataerflt Of the l‘fl(]lc:tt'! oqugl,l,ty Of‘ (31}19{ tlan, 5 W AR evcry]\ullago owns its tyrants now, el g
Homor,m{gftﬁ% ‘th t c})t ne 'ﬂ“q POt ilo }ve;e hired, {4 -Andiparish slabes must live as’ ‘patish kmga ‘Ao, i
RS Sorvants lgxild.nqmc(,ion‘,_ one.to.} l.]tl-]u Afall rpnnd £ I2conclude, ‘therefore, thiat ‘ot only Vi 'and " posr:

1) HANTRA
tile mfyn the other to fhcmte ias, cowhy lCld on Idas
e 1 ” SIS IR IR B ]’Ul\ .
helghis — After having show 0 'that klngs nnd quee

- performed the lowest oﬂicesI X z,n’ia' that, gods served

during’ tlie’early association of ‘inen ard nét vxolenlly
contrasted, but tlnt pover ty and want are’ not ‘thir’
ohamcterleucs. o A it

[LIR} NI ‘ i .
I,nollr'ls R ‘?m llh’—l-(i“:) tl:;g flom :the %leat 1tlllaste; zf - Thata competency for humin suppoi‘t is’ enjo ed
amlquy’rll:.“,?u e e“t ';us 0 clon mue‘ 1 ﬂug t F' i an unsophisticated exlstenée, is proved by endleé
inent ‘and the ‘ovidence, I may, howover, mention 2 duthioritiés 1. Look to-the lowest statc of being, 4 abvd T ]

that thic” Saturnalia ' at Romé, and similar festivals in
.other county 1es, testified the original eq uallt}y of man-
kmd “The' kmlrs ‘of IPer.sl aléo adnntted Jccasmn-—

the'latest re]atlons._ ‘Captain Ross sa}s ‘that the ‘Es—
quimaux whom ‘he saw, had, accoxdmg to thieir o’

t,

account; plenty of plowsuons.”' Cﬂptam Palry also
says‘of another tribe ; that 'men, ofncn, ‘dnd clnldren
are’ well ‘clothed;" and i< theit medits’ of subSlstence '
are irery -abondhnte,”" ‘The ﬁslnng Laplandm afel

W

......

BNt d:ﬁerence respeotmu tab]e ‘guests,f for. the ldng and a
' gommon, soldjer; the, mastériand ;servant,. BiL ! pl omig+

I!

{| sously.an d dip in {16 same dishis.", - aléo ‘well. prox‘ldcd ;g0 are’the nomade4 La pla dels -
‘J! eH I‘; t{; SR Jﬁclt 0?] a:n ths b A f " ld Lieéms > §ays;” the' pooraré tew"and reheved at’ home.

J s:simplicity;of living theextremies of rich and S6: Dl‘enmalmﬁ‘speaks of Ndndlﬂnd o fon the wants of

? poor are unknown : :but far. othci'wiseiis man’s stato - [ Y B N N N B I I T ST T RV W T

! when 01dels and lanks and CaStS a“d sects ap(l cor- I Where, this seems to’ be contradiéted,' it"nfisésifon”the‘moﬁ't \
porations 'ue, graduated ll}te, the reccdmg, courses of ~ |3 paftfrom jmprovidence. : Yet;some exprossiassingylaratténtion

the uncouth pylannd Then are contrasted with A Chappelle mentions a tribe who, having caught a rein-deer, ind.

o g

satisfied their hunger, erect a stage, where theyleave the residue
(secure from beasts) for their fellow wanderers, ™™~~~ 7
* p. 283, He further adds:« Upon the whole; these peoplemay

| the prerogative and honoir ed-—tlnones,’dofnmatldhé‘
it princedoms, lpowers-—the multltude w:thout volce or

KLy A oy T A

| : i bt e vt Do taleh wii B be considered in possession of'every necessary of life, as well as
e e : T most of the comforts and convenlencles which can be enjoyed in
; V Tliad, lib, viii, ¢ Ibid, lib, V. _’__Ibi;l_, l_ilg_.’},{ii. - s0 rude a state.” p. 287. Joy

+Hyde dé Relig. Vet, Pcrsarum, c. 19,

v Pmkertdh 5 Voyagcs, &c. vol vm. p. 287. Luc'ls says nearly
I the same of lhc’Arébs. G

e ot L -.T.' R

% Erenmalm in Pinkerton, vol. i, p. 368,
: % Clarke's Scandinavia, p. 425. ’
% Pinkerton, &c. vol. i. p. 382, ¢ Id. vol. i. p. 841,

o
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the old and ‘infir and indigent are supplied:by the.

soclal affection; which.unites families,” ' Sommiere,

speakmg of the Montenegrins, says, “] am convinced -

they live well, though temperately.” In the East the
same agreeable'\ theme is repeated. In Java there is
no pauperismy though some arg supported by their re-
lations.- . At Loo Choo nelther poverty nor want was,
dlscermble. S - )

Though I admit that inan and mlsery are. often‘

fellows, and though I must protest against being class-
ed with the zealots for rude life; yet I contend that:

the statement which I have made is more agrecable.
to-a predisposing Intelhgence and to authenticated,

facts, than that miscalled ph1l030phy which represents.

- qur race as only less prohﬁc, starvmg, and voracious,
tpan the white ants in Africa, who in their. different

states of grub, and ﬂy, chase.apd devonr each other.
1§ believe that, except in extraordinary cases, all free-.
men are able to procure their own support ; that in
famllles, tnbes, and. nations tolerably governed, the
labour of all is amply competent to. maintain all.
with the necessaries and the conveniencies of life ;—

S0 absolutely is this my opinion, that I am persuaded
hospitality precedes charity as a prescrlbed or publlc y

ordmance

1 p: 26. Phillfps’s Voy_agés; »

i
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- CHAPTER-IL . "
Hospitality itocisal—estreme—preceding charily.

IIOSPITALITY is pre-eninent .with all nauons in
their infancy. ~ It has, however, been said that hostis
among the Romans.. signified a. stranger ‘and an
epemy.l: and we read of a people about Tauris who
killed strangers; and of othiers whio ate them®,—which
is probably.as-true.as the rumour among the South
Sea islanders, " that white men fed ‘ofi: théir sable
brethrenS. Let me agam recur to the poems of Homer

to corroborate ny posntlon. " In the Iliad an oppor-

tumty for adornmg ‘this virtue 1s pr epared by the'poet.
when hg sighs over Axylus:

And in Arisba’ (where he dwelt besxde N

The public road, and at the open door -

Made welcome all)> respected and belov'd®, -

In the Odyssey hospltahty is enforced’ by 'the-whole
ingenuity of the batd, directly and by contrast. The
Cyclops are represented not less hideous in form
than' in discourtesy; while. hospitality appeats co-
ordinate with religion: .thence Ulysses asks, e

RN

» - Tude are they, contumacious, and unJust
“orr Or hospltable, and who fear the gods’?

1 Cicero, denics t‘lus «' Nemo hostis qul non eodem tempore
illi quoque bellum incidit.”  Philip. 2
*% ¢ Solere pro victimis advenas cxdere,” ‘Mela, lib, ii. c. l
* Kotzebue's Voyages, p. 160, Plillips, &c.
4 1liad, lib, vi, % Odyss, lib. vi.

ot
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10
And again,

Respect the gods and us
Thy suitors; fqpplmnts gre the .gare of Jove
'The hospitable, he'theif rongs resents,
And where | the stranger so;ourns there lshe. vy

Lt “\,\

In book vi,
R . o -.‘, .(‘._(!,!
“This mian'a mnserable w and'rer comes, A
Whoni we'are bound to cherlsb, for the poor A

b 'ﬂ Andstrangersarefrom.]ove R AT ST

.....

strangels P | : :
‘ For all the poor that atey L

: And all the sirangers, are the care of Jovel, i 1 b

* So anxmus, complymg of course with the common
feeling of his age and countr y that the fountam bald
constcrated hospitality, by ieplesentmg the' qus iy

guests with montals. Sl
!yl Forthe gpds RIS Y
Have ever, of pld revenl'd themselves .1 -y’

At gur solemnities, have on our seats .

. Sat w;th us evident.and shared the feast‘f., ;
it REAURIE ‘Il)"lwlsl ok

Whlch commdes preclselyj .\vlth the adv:ce 0f thei
Hebrews ../ Be not- forgetful-to ;entertain: strangers,
for;some, thigrebithaye éntéitained angels uhawares.””

After these authoutxes, itymay.ibe,considered ‘'as.
worse thanl qppelﬂuous to, pursye. the detail: of this
duty in other: nations' -yet Jimust not stint. the proofs
and examples, as thlS topic is connected with the very |

prmclples of my . algument for suffering humanity.

1” v )t

I *therefore call “the readels attentlou to the I]ast*:

PR R \l .J.;. -; = SHh Jr!ll._;l LI I
Upos 7:49 Ato; EWU am’acwe;
EEyoITE m’wxot-‘s.

2 Odyas.
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In:, Cochin-China {Monsieur . ls . Poivrel;:: sayp that

strangers)may.apply fon, pssqsl;anc and. ,hospltehty at:
any. house, - and, be:-sure, of,,g‘fayourqble ;reception,,
T, he Easteru Pags leave ,;he date§ shaken, by the,wmd

IIIIII Ker Porter3 praises
tlle hospltallty. of the Cucassmns. . Moptule?; speaks,
ing .of the, Bedouins,  says they. are. .generous, and,
hospltable, and, that he;who:passes when they. are at
their.aneals _is pohtely required to: part take the, fale.
And.it may be said, as Klaplothb had already 1emark-
ed, that nations whose trade is robbery n]amfest the
utmost fidelity to_their, guests, .. Lucas represents the
hospitality of the ‘Arabs as only llmlted by their
means;., ‘The Koosas, are so hospltable that, their
maxim: extends assx’stanee to then* enemies.; Captam
Stout, who was wrecked on Caffrar ia, says,. the most.
polished nittions: cotld: not:liave:been:sokindior.hos-
pltab]e t6° hitw? *IIoSpltahty is* the poiit of *lionour
among,lu de’ ﬂa't}ons, an(i though” 'exéreised. laugely
by the people, it s fittle felt compalalwe]y, (OF,,8C-
kioitledged; by those - whom:s courtesy. dpnonnnates
thie: Ingher“classesi of soc!ety -hence: 1’Monmeur Mol
llen6 ‘0 "se‘i*\‘és“ that"ivhel{ ‘he”’ \v_as ‘fiade prisoiier, in

i M w wznodd, ounend ab ol i oonre i
A rica suspicion of his, pursuits,” he and hls ass

Pread B e N L N TN
were: ;fetlfii)y thel,ccmst;juted authoutles z,\\hlch had
beén : othel‘mseulmdnhe (béens étépped ibyia Ererich
hia o fron‘{ i) say gl hIoﬁsneuf Molhen,’I should
h’f{;é"ﬂad p][')‘riéb’ﬁfbut'ﬁg‘ "i:olodd_ e “' L

A T
PG P

, o See aiso Captam Reys Traveis. .
', 2 Ouseleys Orlental Géography, p 143. ;. o
T Trnvels m Georgla, &c. R A Phlllrps, &e,

lJ.f“’

s ps :836, 2 Travels, p. .'3 Phlllzp's. -
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Hosprtahty is sonictimes carried beyond all bounds,

Thus the lnst-mentroned traveller observesi, that when'
d stranger ‘enters the house of a Serracolet, the mas-:

ter says, My wife, my children—all belong to you.
And this is so strictly fulfilled in many countries, that
wrfe and daughter are honoured byt the embraces of the
stranger. 'The same disposition is evident in Suma-
fra, in Madagascar?, in New South Wales: the hunter
offered to Mr, Oxley and his companions the dainti-
ést parts, precisely as Nestor’s son did Telemachus
and Mentor. : g '

" To'cacha portron of tho inner parts
" He gave.

At one of the Sandwrch islands, the Cherub nnd
Racoon, wrth a crew of 120 men, were on the mstant

]

- 1p. 107 ¢ Though they will kiil a fowl or a goat for a stranger
whom perhaps they never saw before, nor ever expect to see

again, they are rarely gurlty of that extravagance for them-

gelvés. ~Their hosprtahty is extreme, and bounded by therr

ability alone.” :

: 8 4. These poor people are. extremely hosprtab]e. A Black
when_ on his journey, goes into the first house that suits his
exigency, and though unknoywn, fhe family share. théar provisions

with hlm,” &c. Voyage  I'Isle de France, . Monsleur Le Gentil:
alzo says he was astonished at’ thle hospitable tredtment ho te-

ceived from the people of Madagascar, consldermg the bnrbarrty
with which-the French behaved to thém. Voyage dané les Mers
de I'Indeein. 1781, Paris, - The mhahrtants of: Adoes, de Pagés
says, are emment]y drstmgurshed for the excrcrse of hospltallty,
they are known under the 1mmedrate pressure of hunger ‘to
share their last morsel with a stranger who. comes under. therr
roof. Travels, p. 50.. In Sahara h03p1talrty is praetrsed in'jts
greatest extenL:. the master, of a’tent will supply the wants’ of a
stranger, though m order to do it hie hiimself fasts. -—-‘augnrere
Voyages on the Céast of ‘Africa.

g
g
i
¥
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supplied with a week's provisions, for which .the chief
refused to reccive payment, By .the by, we:may

~ask, Does this universal hospitality favour the Mal-

thusian doctrine of the universal hunger of mankind ?
Kotzebue!, speaking of the people in Easter Island,
says, they were cheerful, satisfied with their condition,
and probably . did not want provisions, . since'they
brought us yams, ‘bananas, sugar cane, potatoes in
tolerably large quantltles. o
Look to ancient Europe: Cresar? and Tacrtus3
testlfy_for the hospitality of the Germans ; and travel-
lers bear witness to the same virtue in modern Greece:
A Jew physician, on entertaining Mr. .Hobhouses,
(and the feeling -exceeded the gift) said * he..was
honoured by our partaking his little misery.”, :When
Monsieur Mollien® asked his benefactor what recom-
pense he should bestow on his generosity, e replied,
“ Call at my house on your return.” Or, to say all
in all in Howmer’s words, - - r

This only is true kindness, to regale
The present guest, and speed him when he would s

HOSpltahty which man offered to man, was exer:
cised by kings and- states in their politic capacity.

Ambassadors weré entertained by the Grand Signor,
Rreaut’i _mentions its continuance formally in the pre:

2 De Bello Gall llb v, § 22.

. ? De Morib, Germ. c. 2. K} Travels, p.202. .

* Travels, p. 13, Phillips, ¢ QOdyss. lib, xv.

? He says, As soon as an ambassador enters the Ottoman do-
minions, his_ charges are defrayed by the Sultan, b, 1. c. 19,
This Pertusier attributes to hospitality, p, 100, Sce Turners
Tour in the Levant, : -

IR Phillipss Voyages, p.18.
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sent time. hTlus‘mdeed was the cuslom of Eurdbe'

which was afterward’ imodified; and " per sonél presehts
to’ ambassndors wete Substftuted for’thelr‘ enteértains
meinte, T aiiciént: ‘Rorie’’ ambassadors \\*elle consi-
dered public guests, nil the praetlce ceased at Rohied

and in'modern Europe4 f¥om’the- sAme’ cause-s—the

multitidé and the- p\otracled 1esidence "of envoys“‘ &

-t Hospitality ‘was also’ exhlbtted in vdiiot§ W ays’iri
‘Athens and Rome, hosts: g:uarded the! llé,htS’ iy

persons of’ stranuers, as f)atrohs their cllents.‘ Thls
practlce ‘continnes in'other piits of - thie' woild," s it
Arablsi “hele Chnstlans hidvé pal‘tlculnr"uidtvu\uele
who' protec.t them 'md’then' ‘poudss; Gohshls seem
to be’ f01 mal ’substltutes for étwh fx‘lends.”* GiE ]

Sl mm‘e 1ntenestmg 1n respect: to"thig tople“afe
tHe choultrles and’ caravanéelas. L0 HmUostan tlieke
bmldmgs \verle exected aldm\r i-line of‘ 1500 coss,' or

Py
;,l\} .L‘ 1 1 lli '{(J ‘_"Iin,'l‘ r.l J[Jll\.,-

! Lorsque toutes les ambassades etalent- extraerdmaires, lés

princes & qui elles etoient gnvoyée Ges defrayo:ent les ‘ambassndeurs '

pendant.tout leur se]our. “ 1cq}Ie ort, ]w.l 5. 20,

.....

2 Except the Diteh: they prblufmed thcu; ambaséadors, Judg-

mg wisely:that:they w ere bribes. ¢ SN IS
;3 Pluta;ch BaYE, | ambassadors were, enterlmned by, the public;
but noy, he adds, uvro 'r.')ngﬁws Ty PIRBILEYIY X X, T4 A. \Ioralla,

.........

v ‘-_l.'-_:n f 'ul_l

'p 166.

4 ‘This ceesed gradually 1 vt spoken ‘of the] presentS° but

by the tréaty of Neustadt,” and further by that of Abo, it was

agreed - between the’ courta t6 defray' thie: expehSes ofi ambassa-
dors, accordlng to the number sent by each par tj Mably;‘Drmt
Publlque, L. 3! p 1. "’ ’ R I N I R

5 Bruce's s “Travels, vol ip:285: ‘Wanley‘ says, that' it Tédnest
m Morocco, if'a inerchant hias 510’ frlend, the géntlenﬁen ‘of the
place ‘chst-lots who'sHall be' his.hodti-if he be alinea’ P‘erson, he
may choose his host. Gen. Hlstor) of Man, 04, i 1
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3000:niles;.and wellsiweére :sink at-intervils of -two
miles. /| StewartLialso Observes): “Jhefe: ortiered. that
at'every stage all. travelery; 'without:'distinction Jof
countryiorireligion, :should-be eritertained;i‘according
to-theiriquality] at ithe public expenge.!"ioi Mussulm'én
considér the opemng a-well; or erectmg a Caravanqera,
& nghteous deed ¢ nor ére the' formel ‘diink-ande thé
latter: rdised;- ODIy“lli deseltfplaces i ’In“Constanh*- .
fopleimany, such -buildings: receive: strahgérs"glafﬁi
itouslyy" whwdum‘lgfthen{i stay dre> masterss of their
apartmentsw iwhich; in- succee;sloh e oMinion 6 all
men'of all conditions'and: rehmOns3 nSich: réceptaclés
are of great anthuity, older than Heradotiis:“amiotig
thelmiost vude-ahd most eivilized; paifticilai bmldmoh
were vapproptidted fo' strangers. T thie Arab1an5
towns stands the ¢ house of guests,” a4 in ‘anéient
Greece Ewoves zaraywryu.

-Hospitality, - that - twin but elder-born of Charity;
was enforced Dy the institution of tithes in Christen-
dom ; and in 1766, thg(Diet of:Sweden® deducted a
tenth from the church Whlch had been granted to ifs
mémheis fon‘ tlle e\e1c1$e “of hospltahty, \\hlch the
clergy ha,(l netrlected The laws. oﬂ Geneva? also

Y . i \.. - . L
IR “; ;,‘;_:'-" U R L --;gf e !,_u\ ‘ ,',1. ',.\ i E ,'-.‘

oo T e oY s W BRI | Y ettt R RN

' History of Bengal. '

: Hobhouse, . p: 961, Amoeng .the Nubians ;inl every 'village
there is a hut mth a ]arge jar of water for'the use of travellers,

*s ‘Wihielér, b, 2, . Pe 192, Cosnio erected a'house at Jerusalem,
for thé Woveri et infermi peregrini” ‘Macthiaveli'Hist.7. p.247:
-4 Lib,v,c. 52, - : '

' S? have, the Beloches a bpnldmg 1‘1 eyery town, for st angers,
and a cel‘pet i§ spread beforé the door G

& Ann, Regnter, 1766, p.10.° i Laws,"’ﬁ.ll.

LR
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&

recognised- expressly the strangér’s Tight- to.;hospi=

“tality. . Mussulmen! divided the fifth of theii: plunder

into three; parts ; .oné. for orphans, a second:for-the

‘poor, a third for, travellers,  The Biirgundian : law

was peremptory and penal, if hospitality were refused.
The same is directed by Odin’s Havamaal?," Similar
laws were inserted in the-codes of ancient: nations,
The Cretans? divided the whole produce of ‘the-land
into twelve parts, and each twelfth was again divided
into three parts;. one was allotted to the freemeny. &
second to the servants; and the third to the labourers
and strangers; ‘and this indifferently, whether they

‘came to the state through-want of subsistence,. or for:

any public or ‘private advantage. * The ancient law
of  Athens referred to Buzygest, commanded hospi-
tality to strangers, -, . - . ;

‘ SRy

ciot T CHAPTER THL w6 oeovm oo

R L T S TRt LA TIF N S RPN (AL

Charity not_peculiar to Christian nations, but -common to all,. ex«
emplified by the laws and precepts ‘dmong the Jetws, Ethiopians,

< Egyptians, Greeks, particularly'the Athenians, Chinese, Cochin

_ Chinese, Birman Empire, Cambalu, Maugi, Akbar's Institutions,
Timours, Hindoos, Persians, Parsees, Mahometans.

THAT hospitality is kindred to-chavity is admitted,
and the earliest moralists, poetical and philgsophical,
intermix them in their precepts aud instructions;

UL )
rodr oW

* Helaga, voli.p. 179, Clurke's Scanilinavis, p. 12,

P

-
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I liave, at the conclusion of the-last chapler; spe-
cified-some laws ‘enforcing the duty of hospitality.
I shall now- exhibit a general view of: the-laws and
customs of various nations, réspecting the relief of
the poor; because on this paiticular .many. errors,
through ignorance and ‘prejudice, ubuse . the- people
of Europe; the partial and. supercilions referring:to
our: time, and to this or that. sect, charity—that
sovereign virtue; commoun :to all: men. in all nations;
even to the .most heartless and sophisticate. . My
exposition will offend those good people who slumber
and sob over. their pre-established harmony, and who
think that to-defend man is to ofilend God. .- . -~
.. Those :who have made such imperfect. commen:
taries on that sincere sympathy of mankind for their
fellows, are neither deficient in abilities nor learning:
Dr. Ryan!, who once honoured me with a.reply to his

‘own imaginations in a distinct volume, insists, that

until Constantine incorporated Christianity: with the
government, (inauspicious association!) receptacles for

the pour were unknown'in the world: Dr. Buney?® |

declared that, prior to the advent of the Messiah, ho

edifices had’ been appropriated to charitable purposes;.

and that the. zerwybgir. mentioned: by Thucydides in

_ 1 History of the Effects of Religion on Mankind :. the Doctor

~ labours'to prove that the ancient philosophers derived their wis-

dom from the Hebrews; among other curious inferences, he says
that the notion that God exists in a fiery substance, Plato bor-
rowed from Jehovah appearing to Moses in a flame of fire in d
. ¢ Sermon at the Anniversary Meeting of the Sons of the
Clergy, May 14, 1812, - : '

C
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Sparta, was a caravansera: the particular assertion
is as true as the general assertion is erroneous: I

shall fully refute Dr. Burney’s statement respecting

the-origin of charitable houses in the sequel of this
chapter.. Dr. Paley? is still more sweeping in his
dogmas, “ that the legal provisions for the poor which
obtain in-this country, were. unknown and unthought
of by the most polished nations of antiquity.” If he
means the poor laws, which in themselves exceed the
whole .codes of many ancient states, with their re-
duction of wages, and settlements, and removals,.and
vagrancy, and farming the poor, and houses of in»
dustry, and the prodigious inhospitality: of these. laws
to strangers, I admit that they. are. unique: but that
other nations, modern and ancient, have not shown
equal charity to the poor, I deny, and T-shall evince:.
.- Charity .is man's nature, as sympathy is.. To wit-
ness pain, is.to suffer; to relieve distress, converts
sorroi to joy and pain. to pleasure. Charity; for I
speak not of the pure unmixed enjoyment of. gene-
rosity, is.so’ necessary that it is scarcely meritorious,
Klaproth, with more philosophy than those sectaries
just-quoted, said, ¢ This universal. religious charity
is not rare among the Asiatics; I have had occasion
to remark. it, not only.among the Moguls and.Cal-
mues; -but: likewise in- my :intercourse with. various

Tartar hordes, and even among; the Indians, likewise

the Tibetians, Bucharians, and Tunguses.” This, as

it is general, is philantbropic; but still the travelley
errs, by referring the public sensibility to religion;

! Essays on Charity.
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ig absuid to honour Odin.or Zoroaster s it§isovereigh
teacher, or to referiito Buddism;: or Fetism,.:orMa-
gism, or Islamism,’ as the: authoritative ;inipulse! for
itd operation,” God;  when he made the; blood+varm
‘and :the. nerves sensitive; made - man'i; charitable.
Egeéde says of  the Greenlanders,:* If: there beidny
-among them (as it will happen) who cannot:work:or
get+ his liveliiood, thiey do not ‘let -him-starve; but
admit :him-freely to- their table, in: which they: con-
found s Christians; who'suffer so many. poor.and: di-
stredsed: mortals - to' perish- for: want.”.... So: of ! the
Africans, Poyart (Histoire d’Afrique) says: that:the
people’in different places call” the- Buropeansiishut
Jiands, because they give-only in: barter, or:jn:expec-

Aation of a return. Hamilton, .in:Aigyptiacal;ralso

‘states thit EIfi Bey used to-harangue: on theiuncha-
‘ritabléness of the Europeans;- * whoi would resetit:the
Jiifsolence of a hungry traveller, who should seat:him-
self at his table: without compliment or introduction:”
aind-be’ it remembered; that the Sultan of Egypt;ion
application -of - John Brieune; kifig of :J erusalém,
mioved with the:distressof thé Christian army;osent
thirty thousand loaves of bread tothersoldiérs;i.and

e ‘continued‘the ‘supply. - -Similar" adcotints of .the

chiarity-of “the ‘Asiatics s frequentlyi reldted :by!.ira-
vellers, one of whom accosts overweening-England,-
| « Thou art in charity outdone - # ~i. utl!
By Asia’s rude untutot'd sont: - oL i
Cliarity is. no -sectarian or. religious gratuity;. it is
man’s ‘inheritance, and - the God: W
’ AR S

o

! p. 80,
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boom /0Tliat poor-laws.have béen comihon’ to many
-nafions, though otherwisé dissimilar in laws, religiou's,
-aitd ‘clvilization, I'shall specifically deétail. SN
rar1iFirbt; Iispeak of the Jews. : They were told “ He
.doth'iexécute the -judgement- of - the - fatherless and
widow, ‘and loveth the stranger 'in ‘giving. him: foou
-andvraiment: Love':ye - therefore’ the- stranger,for
tyd were ‘strgngers 'in the land of' Egypt).” So the
-Jews: were ‘ordered to give those ¢ who. are lieavy'at
‘Hedrtrstrong drink; that he 1nay forget. liis- poverty,
:and lremember: his- misery no:more.”. - Beside:these
«général’ instructions, there were special disributions
‘to'the poor;’ thus, in respect to the spoil? ;taken in
:war;a’ portion was. reserved’ for the maimed, and
cwidows,: and orphans,, Farmers3, left the angles of

-their - fields : unreaped, and ‘a sheaf forgotten .could\_

‘not'be reclaimed. ' Besides, on.the. sabbatical year4
-alldthe spontaneous products of- the earth belonged
"to.the:'poor, the .orphan, and the stranger; -and.a
tithé-;was collected every third year, which was dis-
triluted among the syffering and indigent,  This was
:a poor: law, and .rigidly enforced ;s though. it is ;pro-
'bable thé law.was seldom coercively executed, as.the
«provision for the poorwas so ample, ;that, accordmg
-to! Joseph Scalltrel G, ;he veri J udtei did nog,beg,, the

rflfi-:'- .
L3 Y T e - PE— - =_,:l“.

- lDeut X. 18, 19. .. -.. o
-t 2 Maccabees, iv, 3. lxxxul 10, 11
f Le_vnt xix. Deut, xxiv, s Exod xxiii, 10,
‘81 4 Qi non volait eleemosynam dare, aut minorem dederat
quam‘efat ¢i par, cogebant judices,” &c. - Sclden . de Jure, &e.
" lih. vi. c. vi. p. 696.

¢ Ibid, p. 706.

“i

¥

ol

vicher Jews Dby timely- assistance pleventmg ‘that’
necessnty Let -me also add - (for - the lower com-
pamons of man’s labour: are not-cxcluded from the’
charities of human life) that it was unlawful among
the Jews to pass by any beast that had: fallen witliout’
attemptmg to saccour-itt,. - o o

~In Lthiopia, according to Herodotus, thene was a
gratuitous ordinary, under the direction ‘of - the’ ma—
gistrates, where all might satisfy their wants2, : It was'
called the Table of the Sun3;- probably, says Vossius,
from the general good which-it dispensed, as the sun’
lights the world, ‘The Ethiopians were pre-cmmently
devoted to sacrifices, which in the early ages: allorded
a popular banquet. Homer says; - - SRR

- But Neptune now the Etlnoplans sought,
‘:7,-‘-.,: . The Ethiopians, utmost of mankind, s s Lo

13

. Call'd to a hecatomb of bulls and lambs. oy bl

Respectmg the Egyptians, as the religion of. tl:e Jews;
it is sald parllmpated the system of thelr masters; " it

"'_ul, i

i Josephus, Antnq &c. lib, iv. c. 8, x
*¢.Lib, iii. 'c.'18. Solinus and P. Mela cons:dered this marvel:
Jous; Heliodorus notices the relation, and adds,- It is no longer
Theagenes and Chariclea. p. 209.

3 The following is of the same character: Atthe hospltal of
the Holy' Cross, three quarters’of a mile from the ancient city
of Winchester, every traveller that knocks at the door may claim
a manchét of white bread and a cup of beer; of which a great
quantity iz provided every day for that purpose. ~ This’ hospltal
was intended for the maintenance of-a master and thirty pen-
sioners; but only fourteen are: now maintained in® it and the
master enjoys a revenuc of 800!. a year, Encycl{)pzedla Bri.
tannica, - : -

¢t Odyss. lib. i
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ig, probable their institutions-for chavity had some:
coincidgnce;; J.may:hete add, ;that the Egyptiaus, in
their, provincial state. enjoyed. a frea supply of corm,,
and, Lvagrivg!. mentions that the. capital was deprived,
of ity ;in consequence of a sedition of the people. ., 1t:
is also remarkable, by a letter .of Adrian, that in.
Alexandia. the gouty: and blind were cducated ;and
taught to work ; which -invention? some attribute to.
the curiosity.and zeal of modern; times., - . . ...
. ‘An dccount of the Greeks now follows in the order,
of time, - :Polybius and: Strabo3 both, potice the poor
laws_ of . the Rhodians. ., At Delphi# there was a re-
gular. distribution of corni .- I refer the reader also Lo,
the relation of Nicolaus Damasceuus? ,QQI)CC_lflli_llg_!.ll]t:_
Praysii. This .spirit. went broud with. the people,
and - at Sardis a brick: building;was_ere,t;,t_e"d;té receive
the old, called: I'epovsicS, - - So* extensive were the
~ means for. supporting the poor in Greece, . that Me:

“pander? complained the relief gxceeded the necessity,
After these slight notices, 1 shall speak in some
detail of the charitable,’,institul,ipns‘ of the Athenians$,
a; ation - the first among. the socicties of men, gven

&
ol B : . .
TRRALVELL I S RIS i e ) L LIS LN b e et

oy et
! Hohk

1t Lib.ii. e/ 5, : Ty
%, The expression might seem to restrict it to the gouty only-;
. . . 'f':l‘f'i'-':f' T
% Plebs itaque ab eis nutritur, nam divites patrip quadam
consuetudine pauperes accipiunt, &c. lib. iv. t. 2. p, 357, | |
- Keraypagy EAAyving, Moral, p. 177, . - B
& Apud Stobzum, sermo 37, p. 221... .

% Vitruvius, lib. ji. ¢, 8.- .. .. |

7 Apud Stobaum, sermo G0, p 3-8‘2,- o :
v In no country were the slaves treated so well: this is ad-

......
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with thie blot of that common infirmity of the times ;
anvivalled in the arts; supreme even in the moulder-
ing and-mutilated remains of it; statuarics and archi-
tects which have cxcited the admiration of all past
ages, and justify spoliation in this; where eloquence
veached its consummation—the subject liberty, the
inatter truth—condensed, heartfelt, argumeﬁtali\"ég
rapturous, and sublime. The speech of Pericles,
and the orations of Demosthenes, are unimitated and
ininitable.  So matchless were tlhie Athenians in
arms, that, though few, tliey arrested the greht king
and his Asiatic myriads; while their-‘city, thougli
repeatedly overwhelmed, as winter’s desolatioii dis+
appears with the coming spring, soon resumed its
importance and ~superiority, by the indomitable
energy of its institutions. Whence this ‘prodigy ?
‘Attica was not larger than an English coutity; butall
its people were so intimately busied in public con-
cérns, that Pericles in his glorious theme boasted that
all the agriculturists of Attica were politicians. This
caused Athens to Le adorned by a constellation of
prime men in every department; and thus they were
cnabled actually to transmit more names of more
intense interest and ability, than many cxtensive
nations, than all Europe in its feudal, regal, and
half-organized being, for a thousand years. This
was the fruit of their commonwealth, which, whether

mitted ; slaves could denounce thei_r wasters; (Lysias, p. 274,
#t Reiske,) and require, if ill-treated, to change their masters.
Slaves were often captives redeemed from the enemy by citizens,
Petit Leg. Att.p. 184

"1 Thueydides, lib. ii. p. 122,
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called a. democracy by Pericles!, or an .aristocracy
by;Plato,. was truly the greatest glory¢ of the Athe-
nian.people—ecmphatically the people, for to the in:
tensity and antiquity of the people’s political power,—
and it was as old as Troy’s siege in Homer's' song3,—
the industry, the arts, and “the intelligence of the
Athenians are maiuly to beattributed ; and the Iemory
of their pre-eminence at an interval of more than
twenty centurics, now supports them against their
own tyrants and their accessaries and confederates. -

~Fhe humanity of the Athenians was paramount :
their institutions declare that all should be supported;
parents maintained their children, and- children reci-
procaily relieved their parents. There were excep-
tions; as, werc the child illegitimate, had the father
prostituted 4 him, ‘had he neglected to.teach him a
profession®, These cxceptions did not proceed from
any. indiffcrence to natural tenderness; on the con-
trary, the, Greeks distinguished by a particular ex-
pression, oropys, the endearment of parents for their
offspring:  The law, with these few exceptions of a-

' Menesenus, p. 519. Comparing the explanation of Pericles
in the preceding quotation, Lhe difference is nominal,
* Dion. of Halic, lib. iii. c. 11. says, I may add that Pauro,

the great detractor of the Athenians, is rapturous on the con.

stitution of Athens.

3 In the catalogue of ships, the name people is alone attributed
to the Athenians.

4 Aschines adv, Timarch. Demosth. Opera, p, 262. -

* Vitruvius, lib. vi. Preef. The- reason given by Philemon for -

this is, that a poor man without a profession cannot live safely.
Apud Stobzum, sermo 30, p. 210. And by Plutarch, that it .
was necessary to promote manufactures in Attica,—Solonis Vita.
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countervailing morality, peremptorily required chil-
dren. to support their parents in their infirmity; and-
eventually to minister to the wants of. their’ grand-
fathers! and grandmothers; those who,. being able,
failed in this duty, were declared infamous,—a sen-
tence which implied civil disabilities. . ;

Childless individuals were consigned to their near-
est relations by the.law. The legislator, said De-
mosthenes2, imposed this duty on them, because he
avanted all advantages to proximity of kindred.
Plato3 pursues the same regulation in his laws; and
in cases of insanity, he amerces the relatives of the
distracted person if he be seen at Jarge. -~ .

When the domestic and kindred sources of bene-

volence were inadequate, the State relieved - the
wanting. Eschines# says, generally there were funds.

to- maintain the indigent;- this Plutarch® repeats.
Lysias specifies an obolus-a day; the amount varies
in different writers. Probably the quantum fluctu-
ated6; for how could degrees of want, and the changes

in the value of money, be answered by one determi--

nate sum? At all events, there can be no doubt
respecting the right of the indigent; for in Lysias a
poor man claims, in presence of the senate, his pen-
sion; on which occasion the only point debated is,

1 Ispios de Ciron Success, p.72. -~ . . -~ 7 .
¢ Adv, Leocharum, Opera, p. 1051,
$ De Legib, lib, xi. p, 977,

¢ In Timarchum, p.276; Demosth. Opera,  * Solonis Vita,

. 6 Tt might also have varied at different times; the Judges at
Athens obtained three oboli; afterward they obtrined enly one,
Petit Leg, At p.-523
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whéther the applicant be puor-and infirin; which he
labours'to prove, - in opposition to those who, resist-
ing “his claims, stated that he was of a profitable
profession,  and that he vode on horseback® ‘The
nothoi were entertained in the temple of Hercules,
and the Prytancum ‘afforded a refuge for the old.
To this Socrates alluded in his defence: * What,”
he interrogated, “ do I deserve! to suffer? as a poor
man, who -is'a public benefactor, to be sapported at
the Prytanceum,” &e. :

- .Thus, 'also, :sufterers in the .public service were
supported at the nation’s charge, and their children,
~who fought and fell for their country, were reared as
the children of the State; for, said Pericles®, “ where
the rewards of virtue arc greatest, there will be the
best men.” Indeed, education was a general con:
cern in: the nations of reece, and publicly main-
tained by them; and how admirable was thejr course
of study and instruction, compared with the petty
plodding and incongruous pedantry in our schools
and colleges3! The same civil and politic education
was common ' to the descendants of the same Greeks
in their distant colonies, As they had public teachers
of :their. youth, they hired public physicians. = Thus

* We have no such paupers among us.. At Buenos Ayres,
however, there are equestrian mendicants; but horses are cheap
there. Monthly Magazine, August 1821, p. 32, -

1 Plato, Opera, p. 28. ° * Thucydides, lib. ii. p. 120.

* 3 The youths are taught Greek and Latin; but an aversion of
the “scutiments ‘inculéated at  Athens gnd Tree Rome” is at
the same time sedulously instilled. |
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Democedes! was conseciitively public'physician; at &
considerable price, at Lgina and Athens. - : :

_:With every means to relieve thepoadr, domestic
and public, every prevention was ;adopted'to‘ secure.
the less opulent from fiscal oppression.‘; The ‘ex-
penses of the State were exclusively supplled-by.t}l'e
ntost rich, who .contributed in proportion to their
riches2. Again, the utmost-industry was practised;
it was illegal to entertain an idle servant, and the

~Athenian maxim declared that ap indolent was -a

bad citizen3. There were also fraternities at Athens,
which granted a periodical allowance to those of
their trade or calling, who suffered by casualty or
diseasc, | S

"I'he institutions preventive, assisting, and absolute,
for the relief of the aflicted, were various, Sophocles
gaid 4, © Man’s noblest duty is to assist the wretched;”
and no nation ever feltmore keenly: the cogency of
that sentiment. ‘They made their festivals in honour
of the gods a gencral entertainment for the people.
Thus, at the feast of Hecate5, the poor \\'el'e_ft?d at
public tables.- - No people were ever .more solicitous
for the support and comforts of the poor0. Dem(.)-
sthenes (and the orator’s own generosity? equalled his

'+ Herodotus, lib. jii. c. 181. - -* Petit Leg. Att. p. 185, 4925,
.3 Euripides apud Stobzum, sermo £0, p. 210. i -'
. 4 (Bdip. Tyrannus, v. 392, s Petit Leg. Att. p. 33:). g

6 They were so excessive in this point, that a mule was'sup-
ported at the public eharge, that had been employed at the tem-
ple. Aristotle, Hist. Animal, lib. vi, ¢. 2. U

7 He gave a talent himself to provide food for the people.
Plutarch, Moralia, p. 457.
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theme of munificence) gaid!, “ No Athenian can bo
so cruel as to repine. at the relief of the indigent.,
What child is so unfeeling and senseless as to abstain
from work, because his aged parent relaxes from toil,
with. his years? We are. bound by nature and the
law, . to repay our fathers in their decline, for their
solicitude: for. us during our infancy.
in their decay. should be treated as.the parents of the
State; .and so far from: withdrawing the funds-at
present appropriated to the poor,. we should rather
add to. their amount, . The. rich should resent dany.
proposal for their reduction, as they are friends to
Jusllce, to themselves, and to the State; for-to deprive
‘ the poor of necessaries, is to raise up enctiies to the
commonwealth,”. _ . -

I come now to the Chinese, the only natlon wluch
is at once -ancient and modern, . That they were.a
scientific nation twelve centuries before:the Christian
mra at :least, is admitted: at that period they were
certainly acquainted with dialling®; and, whal is still
more extraordinary, See-ouen, their Joknson's dic-
tionary, is nearly two thousand years old. . The po-
pulation of this lempire exceeds- its comparative
antiquity, as it'contains between a third and fourth
of .all the inhabitants of the earth. The poor laws
in this empirg are various, = Tirst, -children; are
obliged, if able, to support their parents3; and this
duty‘is not cancelled, as in other States, by the pro-

1 Philip. 4, 0p§m,p 101, S TR
? Deleuzé’s Eudoxus, p. H‘S , :
3 Sir George Staunton's Embassy, vol. ii, p. l.;7. R

The laborious -
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fligacy of the father!:: besides, should a criminal incur
banishment by his offences, and his pareits be - sick
or aged, the punishment is commuted for- flagellation
or:fine2, - Children-who are capable and - mdlsposed
to support-their parents, are subjected to one hundred
blows3.. Yet, after all that has been Jately said against
the Chinese4,. because they would not expose them-
selves to the missionary. madness of the. time3, nor.to
mercantile ‘adventurers, -who, under the character of
the feudatories of the Mogul, usurped. the empire of
Indla; nor abandon the customs of their. country,
because  a Dritish embassy- lmperlment]y willed the
contrary, the British themselves holding custom a
paramount law; in. desplle also of the opinion of |
Pauw, and the rash surmises of. 0thers7 founded on

. ¥ Dihalde; vol. . pzss-- L Stahntoh’s'Chinese Code,' p.'20.

9 Staunton, &c, p. 874, :

.4 The Chinese dld not originally prohlblt the mtercourse of‘
slrangers. . Marco Polo was received without dlfﬁculty

"'% I have quoted a decree of the Chinese on this point in my
« Population,” ‘&c.; and the Japanese have excluded the Chris?
tian religion, on account of the prosclyting disposition of its
teachers; yet this country tolerates twelve religions. _

.8 Mr, Barrow may be considered an evil reporter of the Ch!-
nese', but by no means mdlscrlmmatmg therein. De Gulgnes,
speakmg of Mr, Barrow, says, ¢ In readmg the latter it is easy
to perceive that he has adopted the opmlons of a man (Pauw)
whose prejudices against the Chinese are notonous, and whose
account of that people is smgularly erroneous.” p.214. Volney
said as much of Pauw's opinions of the Americans,

7 Such as the ﬂogbmg code of China, which, however, is
modified, according to Sir G. Staunton. Yet what is this in
China to the state of Russia? Dr. Clarke says, The Emperor
(of Russin) canes the first of his grandees; princes and nobles
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the impure-society of Canton' (their Wapping-==colt
luvies - -omnium gentium), - it 'is. ascertained - that: the
Chinese are not cursed. by the sin of mf'ant!elde, that
those supposed to ‘be exposed:were in- ‘effect: stills
born, or who'died"in ‘extreme infanicy : so said: Me!
Bartrow I so'sdid :Mons. de: Guignes ; and Mr:: Abel
also affirms; -that he did not:inieet ‘with-one: mstance,
not-even’ an'equWocal proof; of :this prodlgiods offénce:
he adds;-that: he saw many instances of stronjy pzii-
renital affection! * Lord Macartuey, -to the'same purt
pose, declared, ‘there is no“cc’)u'ntry where: paternal
affection is‘stronger than: in China; addmg’i “Tt is
natural it should be:so, because thele is:no country
‘where filial respect and gratitade are so strong.”
Should the ‘aged: or indigent have no chlldren,
they are- cherished- in various ways, according to the
péculiarities: of their: situationm - Bell 3 menti'ons an
extlaordmary donation by the Emperor to-many old
men; and this is countenanced' by the mstructlons
delweled to the Chmese ambassador on a late oc-

ws

ti 1, tioaa

éane theii slaves; and the slaves their wives and daughtefs. Lre
the sun dawns in Russia, ﬂagellanon bégins; and throughout thik
vast empire eudgels are going, in every department of its popu-
lation, from mormng until night.” Travels in Russia, p. 37
Mons. de Guignes 'mentions, as horrible, that those who weré
employed to conduct the embassy, sold one half of the régulat
allowance for thie ambassador. tom. ii.’p. 439, Might not this'bé
* a perquisite of office? or, if not, is this a crime to ‘thie nation ?
Yet the Rev. Mr. Bingley says, the Welsh particulatly ‘pridé
themselves ‘on being able to cheat their Saxon nelgllboura.
Annual Register, 1804, p. 981, = '~ A
* 4 China, p. 175. f e Worl.s, vol. ii. p, 458, g
3 Pinkerton's Travels, &c. vol, vii. p, 444.- o
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casion, who was directed. to reply to- certain antici-

* pated queries, that-every year. twenty- or thirty. ‘are

selected who have attainied: one hundred: years- and,
more; thatten thousand:are found, in.each: .province
who have exceeded the age of ‘ninety, who are suitd
ably favoured-and rewarded. - The labourers employed
by Government are particularly regarded?, and. their
families also enJoy its countenance?, as the relations
of those killed in_battle are solicitously: supported?s
It appears’ that in China- there are receptacles - for
the deaf and-dumb#, foundling hosp1tals5, public gra-
naries contammg rice and corn, which are distributed
to the poor in scarcitiesS. -Yet are all these modes
of assisting the poor subordinate to the great code for
the- relief of the destitute, I have: mentioned: filial
duty ; and considering the affection of: children, and
the industry? of parents; we may pronounce:that in
such circumstances a considerable-portion. of distress
is prevented by domestic-tenderness. I havenow: to
add, that should the old or indigent-be childless:and -
friendless, the laws order that they shall be maintained #
and" protected- by the magistrates. of *their native city
or district. - This law is .published in:Sir: George

© 1. Staunton's Chinese Code, p. 411.
s-Ibid. p. 230. -4 Duhalde, vol. ii. p. 125.. o
« % Lettres- Edlﬁantes, &c. tom, xix, p 110. Barrows Tra.
vels, p..176:- > » e e

¢ Duhalde, vol i. p. 387,

7 Barrow, in his Cochin China, speaks of the mdustry of the
Chmese, and that they are the most useful inhabitants in Batavia.
See Prior, p.86. Phillips's Voyages, &c. They soon nequlre
comparative opulence, .

2 Ibid. p‘ 264 et seq
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~ crowns; in rice, millet, and panike,” &c. -

< 's Embassy to Ava, vol. ii, p. 389,
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Staunton's Chinese Code?; and seéms to be:the same
as-that" mentioned- ‘by: Duhalde, who:says that 1617
years- before Christ, Tai-vou ordered that every town

should support. the old people out of the common

treasury. ‘This law, said Duhalde, continues to this

day; and Sir George Staunton confirms his state-
ment.. : -

+In Cochin Chma the systemauc rehef of the poor
is unphcd as Mons. de Poivre3 says there is not a
beggar.in the country; though this expression of the
traveller, I conclude, must be received: with some

'modlﬁcauon‘*

Colonel Symes#, speakmg of the Buman empire,
says, “A common beggar is no where to be seen; every
individual is certain of receiving subslstence, which
if -he cannot . procure by his own labour, is provided
for him by others.”; This agrees with ‘the relations
of Marco.Polo6, wlho says that at Cambalu “ bread
is never denied to any one who asks it; and there is
no day on which are not given away twenty thousand
To .the
saine effect-Marco Pblo?: speaks of the king of Mangi,
that he regarded the poor, and adopted twenty thou-

! p. 93. ‘This order is peremptory ; and should' a magistrate
neglect it, he is punishiable with-sixty blows, The richer Chi-
nese afe represented ‘as-very charitable; alms are reputed an
atonement for crimes, See Davis's * Heir in h:s Old Age."' :

¢ vol, i, p. 303. : ,
- 3" Ann, Register, 1769, p. 246.
4 Travels, Pinkerton, &¢. vol. ix. p. 784.

6 In Pinkerton, vol, vii. p. 138. "f“l-bid. i). 149.
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sand pauper ‘childven’ ammally, 'who -were reared: to
manhood. Akbar , in his Institutes, ordered - that:
ten seers of - graln should be paid for every. begah of
cultivated land-in the empire,” which" were apphed
principally to-relieve the indigent.. And Timour®
ordered that in every district of his dominions’ the
mendicants should be collected and penstoned « that' '
the race of beggars might be extinct.”. L

. In the last paragraph I have mentloned the :insti-
tutlons of. Mahometan and Hindoo princes; in rela-
tion to the poor of their respective States. It would,
perhaps, be more interesting to detail the ordinances
in both systems of pohcy in favoul of the mdlgent and
forlorn. . SR S

The customs, maxlms, ancl lawq of lhe Hmdoos

are often incongruous; and much ingenuity has lat-

terly been exercised to depress the character of this
people, who have been -the victims of repeated.con-
quests. Homer observed, that the day which reduced
man to slavery, took from him half his worth. - But
the Hindoos have suffered repeated subjectlon, even
to the transfer of the whole property of individuals to -
the Government; for. English -tyranny committed- a
double blunder, .when its agents declared that the
Zemindars were the nghtful holders of the soil;

neither honour nor profit is theirs, This horible
abasement might of itself account for the contradic-
tions to which I have alluded; but when to fonelgu
despotism we add native: supeastmon, the one sup-
ported by mercenary troops, and the other by a vast

' Ayeen Akbery, p. 245, - 3 Timonr’s Institutes, p. 861.

D
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ecclesinstical establishment,. the hideous mystery. is.
revealed, .:, Thus, some tribes destroy their children ),
while they,would not hurt ‘any other living thing—
fly, maggot, or reptile ; and again, the individuals of
one cast (casts bemg a hrnhmmlcal mventlon to honour
83 by: sueh. kindness they would' forfeit their. own
rank in society.” This; .of'course, principally. aftects
the lowest orders, limiting the relief of tlie poor to
the poor; and hence: comes the resignation of the
wretched, who- by-this aristocratical arrangeinent .aye
accustomed to:say in their misery, * It is the custom,
it belongs to their cast to bear this? ;”—as Shylock, the
representative of all persecuted Hebrews,  for suffers
ance is the badge.of all our tribe.” ... . .. 10

* These are the fruits of prerogative and- superstltlon,

for Col. Walker asserts4, that  thé forms and maxims

and all the religious tenets of the Hindoos are strongly
opposed to; the ctime of infanticide.”. . Besides; the

law declares, “that a.man is indispensably bound. to
support his family?;” and by this law also, a father is
- obliged to endow his son:in marriageb, aiid the son is

bound mcnprocally to, support his ‘parents in their oldl
age. - The Institites of Menu also provide eqbally for
the education of tlie:poor as of tlie rich, S
The Hindoos are so clmutable that they réheve in-

L ‘s
B IR
... . : f B

Moors Hmdoo Infanttcule, p. 48 K  Tytler, vol, i, p. 247,
| ’Mrs.GrahamsIndm,p 144, R
© 4 In' Mébr's Hidddo Infanticide; p: 45,

- % Digest of Hindoo Law; vol.-i: p/813;

¢ Dubois’ Character, &¢, p. 249, '
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ferior animals'rin- their: distress ;- at- Ainadabad:!theré
aré two hospitals!; one.for sick:birds;.another for'sick
beasts ;1 theyi have alsd' feceptacles: for: the vilest-oredx
tures®:i: This sttperhuman kindness does ‘not proceed
from an indirect misanthropy, $tich s Swift displdyed
in:Gullivér’s Travels,i‘and Frederick: the Great:inithis
1nterment,:\when he:direéted: thati hershould' be-buridd
among his: dogs$, but from 1houndlgs_s comnliseration.
£ Hospitality and (charity are:not only strongly incul-
céted;! but, I believe, nowhére more universally; prac-
tised - than: among: the/ Hindoos4,’". said  one who iper-
sonally: Knew, this:people.: {:4!Giving. to the poor.iis
among the six!préseribed acts:of: the first:born: cldss;”-
in.consequénce the :Buniyas 1qr merchants distribte
-alms :to every wanting person. who'passes theii: doors,
-and :the-Jaréjahs; support:so many that: thosem'hom
they relieve have a par ticular dosmnatlom atigsdsenod

. Preparatory to! my observationsion the. Maliéme-
tabs, I:: may: relate: & -few - parnculars respecting : the
‘Persians, - ancient and ‘modein, ::i: ‘THe: Saddirs orders
that'the poor.be fed, ~and- thiis extends also to:'giving

~-a:mouthful to'dogs; which injunction;. I :should: sap-

pose,- had some connexion with.the Hindoo-custoin),

P e . y -y .
. e [ [P " 4 - -

[T EECEE . : I N
P 1 I H et . . Cn!

1 Stavorinus, Voyage, vol. ii. p. 488,

? Moor’s Hindoo Infanticide,'p/ 183, {7 v v iliuith

+ 3.Telle est 1a derniére marque de méprls qu'il.a jugé a propos
de donuer .aux hommes, ‘MirabeaurHist. :Secrete,- &c; toni{ i-
p-108,: - : . +.."! .4;Sketches of the Hist..of the Hmdoos

$ Sir Wllllam Jones's Works, vol. viii. p, 75.

+ . % Broughton’s Selection. of:Hindoo Poetrv. T
.. 7. Moor's Hindoo. Infanticide, p. 78.

® See also.the Zendavesta, tom, ii. p. 614 _ -5 Dubois.
DL
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by ivhich'the fragments- of-‘an entertaininent:are not
set before the domestics; nor handed-to the poor; but
thrown to.dogs and- birds.- -What the 'Persians:were
in their native seat théy continue'in their. banishment
and- persceution, - ~The Parsees’ do" not. intermarry
Aith'strangers! ; fruitfulnéssiis still a distinction among
ithein®, . Their anxiety in relieving: the poor is exem-
platy: “:When a poor man’s children-are old enough
to bé myarried, which, according to the Hindoo'custotr,
s five or six years old; thé chief merchants ‘subscribe
sufficiént ‘to- portion' the; child ;. in' cases: of - sickness
.they support the individuals or the fanily, and maintain
*all the widows and fatherless3.”  ‘The:Parsees are the
-tichest ‘and- greatest:proprietors-at Bombay4, where
.they build those ships so celebrated for their structure
;and durability: - I now proceed generally. to the' Ma-
'hometans.?f;:' T e L ST L B
-+'1)"Ohisson praiges rapturously the charity of:the
-Turks ; and Thornton' says, *“They are the most hu-
- mane ‘and - chiaritable of all the people upon-earth;”
swhich: he tefers exclusively to the ibfluence- of “the
- Koran. . Their charity is extreme, as it-is not uncom-
“thon, as 1 have noticed. of others, for individuals' to
" distribute foqd to dogs and cats5. Howard6 mentions

t Hamilton in Pinkertoh; vol. viii. Pe3200
~* Maintenant la fécundité est également honorable:chez les
-: Parsés.~ Zendavesta; tom. ii, p, 611, -+ 1 oo e J

© 3 Graham's India, p. 41, © ' 4 Vincent's Nearchus, p..345.
5 Pertusiers, &c. p. 23.: Phillips; &e. " " o bar o

6 On Lazarettos, p. 64. - In'Rickford’s--Léttéfs from Italy, it

is said that persons make. a trade-of feeding cats in Florence,
where they abound, being paid by the inhabitants,
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an.asylum for cats at Constantinople, near the mosque;;
of :St..Sophia.. ‘There can be mno..doubt, : however,
though - Thornton: greatly exaggerates its operation;:
that the Mahomictan; religion assists the .pative feel-.
ing!, as many. supposed duties, injurious or.intolerable, ;
from peculiar cifcumstances are .commuted _for, deeds
of charity. ‘LI'hus, also, to erect and endow schools,,
which are. largely attended®, are:enjoined. as expia-.
tions: besides, there are free-schools for the.poor of.
the quarter, where children arenot only educated but
boarded and lodged gratuitously : many such semina:
ries are registered. in the books of; ‘the. Stamboul, Ef-,
fendi, amounting to five hundred. ; Beside the yegard
to.educatiori, which, like other Government establigh-
ments;; encourages principally an. exclusive, sectayian

_ system, physicians are publicly. entertained iy, all the
considerable towns in Turkey3, at a salary of 1000 or -

1500 piastres & .year . ... oo g s
.- Byithe:Mahometan law, a labourer i, he be sick is
exempted from the capitation tax#; a debtor also must

have stbsistence ouit;of his funds; and his wives, chil;

3. dren, -and; uterine..kindred must .be also supported,

#because his indispensable,wants, precede; the right

~of his creditorss.” Nor docs the Mahometan Jaw

' Hedaya, vol. i. p. 934—339. ' See also Hamilton’s Preliminary
- Discourse, p. 61. :

¢ Hobhouse's Travels, p 980. , * -
.73 Hobhouse, ‘&c.: p. 535." Thornton speaks. of ‘physicians of

this kind, to whom every inhabitant is authorized to apply for -
" advice andl assistance, at Yassy and Bucharest, tom. ii. p. £67.
.+ -4 Hedaya; vol. ii..p. 212.... C

3 1bid, vol. iii, p. 487, The pauper'a-s'proﬁ.siﬁ;‘ll scems Lo e four

ra—
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neglect slaves; >« They:are.your brethren.avhoni God .
hasplaced i your hands y1 wherefote giveithém,sich,
food as-ye yoursélves eaty wtid:suchuraiment rasiye:
ydiirbselves dré élothed: with; iand-afflict :ndt the: serss
Vﬁ'{lié'ﬁf‘-}"{‘)hff(}bd'".’?,”i nitaby i sonane viaat o Juti
! Before all Hliiigs the ‘Hedaya.or: Guide ¢ommands.
chhifity:* Zakit begirs the code, Zakat or chavity sig-
nifies alms 'in'ipbs"é'd" by thé'lawrin opposition:to;:Sddkay
voldiitary eharity . : Take,” snid Mahomet, ¢ Zakat
from' tlie rich Mussulihans,’ and:bestow it onthe poob
‘Mussulmans 3. Zakat in consequence for:sonie gened
th{ohs'-wasffaithfiill'y collected-andiapplied 4 1 Inmost
Malionictan Countries the assessinent iscontinued;but
it'ig'seized “for ‘the" Silan's trédsury Zakat is!paid
on ‘all ‘productions-aiid prbfits;:on property;merchans
dise,’ ’h]ii_ieé,"*'&é'.“,-‘iff hé‘amountis considerablesvtAli
Bey'says5; ¢ Thie chavitable tithes‘are eqial totwo and
a half per cent. every year on all:that a>Mussulman
}‘)’_os.ées'si?s', except slicepland goats; for which-otilyione
pericent. is' paid.” : Tl'ie‘si?falnis are'given to the poor;
Biit they are paid generally and withiout arcritical caleu-
latioi; dé every hedrt sénsible of the'misfortines of thie
oot ‘contribiites!in’a’ proportion: ihuchibeyond-that
fiked by 1wl S 7 on T el i e
T have now taken an extensive view.of. the legal
obligationof: socicties and. nations, to ;support, their
‘ Ad Tl

{ !_I! .;!7"-’"'ii""'"’!.“‘."'!f"“ ¥

* Quu'r"xds' of !\féh"e'a_t',- ‘o ¢ight pounds of barley, or dates, cach day.
E \‘{0!'-5i-"f'I"-,"339."'"""'-’§-’*= SN A Lo il oidh
-1 1 Hedaya;:¢bl. i 418, fr3 Hamilton’s Peelim. Disc. . 62,

5 Hedaya, p. 55. + Heddya, Prelimg Disc, 11,163,
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aged and indigent fellow citizens, | I:have shown that
it 14 recognised. in Asid, Africa; Europe; and ‘A'merica
mighit be added to the. summary;-as it appears that-in
tha -couniry of the  Incas onc:fourth of the property
of the State was reserved for the poort; and Grcilasso
de 1aiViegd says?, thatin the time of the Incas beggars
were unknown, all those who could:not support theéin-
sclves: being maintained by the publie. -~ - i

[
LI

. N . F -
LA M

- . . + PP . ;
L P O O A N S

L GHAPTER V. U

The falsély impited eaides: of the  increasé of pioverty—firsty the

vu o oot decrease of villenage or bondage. -
TR T TR TR e E P R SRR TR TR

IN, specifying the imputed. causes, if they should ap;
pear; ludicrous ‘or contradictory, :the, offence. is. not
mine,, but their authors’., . The fivst vain;allegation,I
shall, notige.is that of;; Sir F.-M. Eden, the historian
of the Poor Laws :, he saysS,,.that £ jt.was notuntil
manufactures beceme firmly, established. the.existénce
of the poor; was first noticed by the legislature;: thig.de- -
crease of villenage seems necessarily to.have been; the

 era, of the origin of the poor.” _ The meaning of this
perplexed sentence seoms,to be, that improved,indus-

try and liberty were the proximate causes of poverty;

vino

N Yoy '1.5‘:13: IR
© A8ir W, Temple's Works; vol.i p. 208, -
‘- 9 Commwent. Reg. lib, v. ¢, 9—11 © ¢
Syvoh d.p. GO. ; .




40

and, his reason for this conclusion is, that at that pe-
riod the poor were first noticed by the legislature.. But
would; it not have been as logical to affirm that the
notice of the poor by the legislature caused their po-
verty, as that. freedom and manufactures. made the
people poor, or. exposed them to want? The truth is,
that the public interest expressed by laws and ordi-
nances for the distressed, rather proves the increased
kindness of the opulent . than the increased afflictions
of the poor!. Who believes that, until the law for
the protection of slaves abandoned in Russia, bar-
- barity was unkrown, because it was unnoticed by the
law? if not, the horrors of the slave trade began when
Clarkson and Wilberfoice, and the friends of the abo-
lition, interested the public for the fate of the Negroes.
Yet long antecedent, -the same o greater atrocitics
were mﬂlcted on the Africans: but then Blacks. were
reputed inferior bemus, and legltlmate objects of comn-
merce ;- none' doubted it ~ Queen- Anne, 11713,
reserved to herself a fOlll‘l;ll part of ‘the Assiento con-
tract?,  Fanshaw's negotiation " with Spain regarded
the' English slave “tradé8; ‘and the treaty,-in conse-
quence- of ‘the -war- commenced in 1739 'between
England and Spain, ‘contained only one-article of
commerce 4—the same Assiento’ contract, that is,-?_the

I 1558, it was first legally noticed ¢« that the h:ghways were
very noisome and tedious to travel in.”. -Anderson's Commierce,

vol. ii. p. 184. According to the reasoning of Eden, we should ,

conclude, that up to that time the roads were good,
9 Anderson’s Commerce, vol.iii.'p, 274, 3 Lotters, p. 167.
4 Droit Publiquo, &c. tam; iii. p. 182, - England contracted to
Afurnish 48,000 Negroes. Beawes's Lex Mercatoria, p. 539,
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supply “of tlic Spanish’ colonies with' slaves by En:
glishmen. -Slaves were treated then 'ds ‘now -in
Bourbon, where they and fed are-worked worse than
asses: if any attention was paid to them; it was riof
as human creatures, but as stock humamty to them

would have been reputed a weakness, ‘even a- few

years ago, & planter,- on hearing that a steward had

killed' some of his' friend's sldves; guarded } himgelf

against the 1mputat|on of feeling for them, by’ saymg\
that he was very angl y at the act; not, however; that
he cared for the niggars, but for his neighbour’s
property. Why, so lately as 1782, when_ one, hun-
dred and- thlrty negroes.were thrown ovcrboald alive,
the captain’ of the ship’ Zong was not prosecuted
crlmmally for murder; but-on some ‘curious point of
jetsom' and . flotsom ; “and this merely to make’ the‘
underwriters liable, To- conclude that there  were
few poor, ‘because they were unnoticed: when slavery
or v1llenage exlsted is'to decide against-all experl-
erice ;' “for’ ore’ ‘great” cause ‘of slaver) is extieme
poverty—the last thmg saleable in_exigency bemg
self. This- miserable exchanue must have been com:

mon in England, as plague? and famme9 visitations

at present unknown il Great Britain, were frequent
aid’ extenswe durmg its early history. - Consider the

3 So common was the plague in England that if the 25th of
-January was cloudy, it foreboded the plague. Brand 5 Popular
Anthultles, vol. i, p. 85, S

‘2 In 1043 the quarter of wheat was seven or ewht pounds,
llmt is,about twenty-seven pounda of vur present momy Ilcnry 5
History of England, vol. ii. p. 812, o
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pqverty which followed: the Cunqucst, '.\Inch 1cdm:ed,

populatmn. .,Slavery was umvelsal in Europe, and

yet in.no countr_y, accordmg to I'rmssartl was sla-
yery soirife. as.in England. ;- A law.was, passed ® in
1106against. the . wicked. sale of men in open; market
(¢ like brute. beasts;” ‘yet this law was despised, -and
the sale of slaves continued.as;before;-and so late as
the - thirteenth ‘century?. of:the . Christian. d:spensa-
tlon 5. Ten, . women, and children -, were . sold

1 'u:n,,-.':-_. F AN “, . oo - PR X TR |

i llv. i, c. 74- ¢ Badmerus, iii, 68. " ) -
3Henrys Hlstory oangland Yol. jii.- 6.6, p! g o
l 4:Clarkson attributes every“thing whicli fias been: donc for
slgves‘to the,influence of Christianity, .vol.i. p, 7, In' np part of

the (zospel is slavery reprobated.  See Taylor 5. Sumﬂ;ary of the -

Roman Law, p 22;. Yet, most strange, it s mi e cdaya,
Vol i. p 496, sp far as the emanclpalwn ofmalé'and faktale slaves
isfrecommendédiby! Mahomet : 80 foundlings:are deélared free,
%¢ because freedom is:a quiality, originally inherent in man;’; Ibid.
w{ol ii, p. 258, .If slayery be dlsngreeable to Clmgtlamty, \yby is
it to]erated? Stee]e and chkson mention an, -old Negrog suymg,
“. Chrlstlamty no ‘made for" black ‘man ‘in this cuuntry, ‘cauise
bldck man can't’ prové'hotli 'gainst white fiign.” "p. 436, *Yet
much more criminil are the; Americdns; théy bonst- themselves
as peculiarly. free and -intelligent; then why :do, they. epdure
slaves? In 1772 the Assembly of Vlrglmp petltloned the 'lhrono
that ‘the slave trads should 'be abolished; and in ~Massa-
chusets, in 1767, a bill passed_the legislature to that effect.
To boast of a man's country is vanity, but to boast of a country
‘which ’endures sldved-is fvorse;. : Brackenridge;who.visited South
-Ameri¢a: by.. ofder-of .the Anierican Governinenit, ‘snys;#¢ Tlic
prejudlce, with respect to comp]cxlon, did not ‘appear to e so
strong ;as! in: the: United States.”. - Plulllpss Voyiigds; vol. ii:
P: 8031 Amcmana, you are nut [ru, \\h:lc you: tulcmtu slvery
amohy you, S L T A T L
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this;icountryy - both for: .dome‘stic nisel-.and.i foreign:
conspinptlond. s < o
#15]aves.. were:essent)@lly poor,nso .poor;.that they
coull not/piossess property, so véry poon thatslavery;
was théir respite:fiom death by faminev:i1 Yet, ito; the,
decrease:ofislavery:Sip.I%, ‘M. Eden refers the intreasé
of the: poor's {In facty: slaveryioxtends: .distress ovex
tha itvhole-nation; for! that is.comparatively: a;poor
countryisvhere itd:pioductiohs arethe fruit:'ofibodily
toil ; vand: that is thé faté .of - -societies:whose pdpulds
tions Jabour. in:fetters 2; ‘neithermasters :nor slaves
have -dny i apprehension of ‘shortening;:or: fac1htatlng
humati! exertious by the application of :science. .- In
early. times,: and in* ‘ different partsmﬁ:the,aworld,\ a
mouiid.: was: faised,-up which:tlie. heavyidrehitraves
ifere: rolled till ‘they reachedsthe {level of \the top. of
the columns;: now a -pulley.and-an. upught -at_once
raise the mightiest masses; .and- .place’ them.:r In
E pt,ﬂaccoi'dmg to':Strabo, 150 . personsnwere oc-
dupidd i dravving water, Which* oW ofié «iiian and-a
forcing pump and_pipe. fully, eﬂ'ect_,ﬂ_‘_l_\_T_o_t to” milti-
ply instanges, Sir. Kel Portqr, in.his;, Russmn Travels,
says, *“ What in Eng]and would be: easﬂy perfm med
by one lloi'se, vithi-a litdle: tnechamcallaxd is here
achieved by the initéd strehgthi of nilrmbers?“of {nen. |

' Slz‘u)zér'y,' lbe:m‘(.\e Lexclq(]lpg smeul;:ﬁc [irocesses; and

i sl SRIRNIIOY:

T gy T ..~.“.,m—.a ey w--.—.-.::;"u.'i_" Vit
C ik Hlber. Dxpprg p- ’770. Slaves were: named asa commodny .
:Ofknown value “AWVare, v vol, ii. P 1. ST TRRIE EPEV I S L L5177
& Turgot said wisely,’ Ce fut un des mconvémens de 1 esclavage
des anéiens d'avoir rondu lindustrie stationaire; . d'avoir ﬂlmmue
le commorce,t ‘oude:Tavoir empeche de:s étendrc Euvrcs,

tom, i, p. 359. S e
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those ‘aids:which nake matter the nctive.agent of
man, effectually increases. the expense. of bodily-la~
bouit,, ' The: aversion.to slavery, which forces parents
to-deform: their- children  .lest they should.be appro+
priated by their .tyrants, which induces the ‘slave in
the middle passage to’take refuge in the ocean, or.on:
land toincur. the. disease called mal d'estomac. by,
swallowing:dirt; influences all their movements ; they
do!as'littleias they.can®, they destroy as! much:as
theydare?. - Henee they are:abused, maimed, scourgeds.
to extremity. by their brutal.tyrants; for.slave masters,
whéther- they.command few or many5, blinded. by
rage, -sacrifice the:health, the vigour,. and .the lives. of
the! victims of .their power. iiAll are scourged:.of
course.i..Hamilton 61saw, in Egypt, a thousand per-
sons:carrying! earth. from. the.bed .of -a- canil,; to fill

_-.__.f“-l “r‘.' c”.‘.‘-.. £ty froe @ var ey i

.1 Robértsbn's Aieried, b, it p, 185, < 1vnutd Gl i
.3 Herrenschwand says, respecting slayerys ¢ Force may com-
mand Jabour, but jt never can command industry,’: Month, Rev,

0.8, vol. Ixxvi, p. 102,
Flehes 3“: e A ]

S et 1, Davu, amicim _

. -.-'~-"-'f=?'Manéipidfn:domin‘o et ﬁ‘d'gihuddsatis} hocest: - -
ea L Utvitaleputes, o e il

- The slaves at Rome were intemperate and short-lived. ... | ‘
4 Dumont’s Travels; Phillips's Voyages, vol.ii, p.10s ;.-
. Humboldt says,  Those who have not lived in the colonies,
or'who have divelt only in ‘the West India Islands, generally
imagine that the master’s interest in the preservation of his slaves
mist render their life.more comfortable, .in proportion.to the
smallness of the numbers; yet at Cariaco, a few.years before my
-arrival ; in:the - province;: a ! planter .who. possessed ,_but,.‘ cight
‘Negrods, caused the: death of:six of them by. flagging.” . This
exceeds the notoriousidestroyers Huggins and. Hodges. .

§ Aigyptinca, p. 273, et
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by the Very constitution-of slavery.the destruction. of
its wretches, their hatred; enmity; idleness react;: and
their fallen state is avenged: on- their. tyrants. «Slave
1abour,’ though the slave’s price and maintenance:be
gmall; is-always costly in comparison to tliat of free

Jabour is'greater 2, : ‘That' free -labotr: is . the: better
‘bargain, is:'proved by the. testimoiiy: of many expe-

- 'derson?, by Waller, who;:thoughin a.tone; of exdgge-
‘ration, says ‘that a labouring man in-an: English:farm

.

‘coloniés. The expensiveness of slave labouris proved

“tive5; while, with the return of freedom, many nations

~"*“a M. Ricardo considered it a sort of contradiction that wages

~ the case of slaves and free men. . I know a gentleman who pays
one.fourth more wages to labourers than, others in his neigh-

a dOHEO '

 one of the very few mistakes in the work of that excellent man,

45

up a breach made by the last fnindation'in.the dyke,
wlio were flogged . by others-with :whips and-isticks.
1t was 80 at Rome; it is so'in the West Indies.; Thus,

‘me; whose " wages ‘are ‘substantially dess ias’‘their
‘rienced. individuals, -by Steele: and: Dickson, by, San-

would do more work than twenty field Negroes in our

in various ways. When the lands of Italy and Sicily
were cultivated by slaves, they ceased to be produc-

retrieved their agriculture aid’ industry. It is re-

! Yet it is in the West Indies 51, 11s. currency, or 8. 19s. 8d.
sterling.” A ,

might rise and profits increase: nothing is more common, as in

liourhood; yet I believe this increase of wages doubles the work
- “s1Hg rccommends for the benefit of* Trinidad to encourage
‘Péong emigrants from the Spanish main; theyare free labourer:,

* + Mons, Say thought the contrary, tom, i. p. 216, edit. 18032

s Phillips’s Voyages, &c. vol.ii, p. 81,
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markable,rthat thé Polish chatcellor/Zamoiski tripled
the valle:of hjs ‘estate by emancipating his peasants?,
Andiyet we shall 'be:told i by : Edenyuthét: liberty -anil
‘poverty.weré cduse and consequerice;-and:that:ma-
nufactures superddded to.thd pavpers: of the country.
Slabéry under evéry modification; i most peinicious;
it'outraged.man, hnd bratalizes the niaster; it is. worse
thantsocial «wamand: domestic hostility;; forii¢iafflicts
‘mafikind with a fepugnance and aversion greater, than
tormeénts briite bedsts of: .the iidst. malignant antipat
thjes. \With'the liberation from:villenage in-England-+
and villenage was slavery=~-dawned the iseful drts, arid
opulence, and: industry »which:have long, dlstlngulshed
thleeountry among the natlons of the:tarth, -
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- Increase qf mamgﬁwlurcs a j&lse{y mqmted cause of increased
R - pauperism; . - .

IE, few, concur wlth Sir, F.- M. Eden, in attllbutmu
the supposed lncrease of . .paupers;to. the abolltlpn ‘of

. villenage;- many agree’ with - him’respecting the.pau-

|

"perlsmg effects of’ manufactui‘es, though it"is noto-
rious that manufactures ‘broke. the. feudalubong]mge,

.and mlmstered to ] the necessities, of.all., . Yet, if we
attend to. the general declalmens, we must conclutle
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that mahufactures,t however: theﬂmay serve .certain:
classes: of 'Ti?commun“ﬁ}',' are, tier {r _._ful&squjce‘of
the'pailper populatlon. Mr. Loudon !iand: Lord Har-
rowby’ sy, 80", Mr.tB:ougham,nn the., Edinburgh
Review;..also; says,: ¢:The farmer.:émploysiiafew.
hands, ithe manufacturer a whole cvlony.: the: farmett
causes no. material -augmentation to’;the numbey : of
paupess ;::.the: manufactuter multiplies. paupers iby:
wholesale;. the one supports, the other inakes pau-l
pers;.. &ci . The: Quarterly - Review,i toi the: ;same
effect, declares ¢.that poor rates.are:ruinous: only in
manufactaring dlstrlcts "= that..manufactures. muls
tiply: paupersﬁ,n--“ for. the; main’ causes. of .the lin-
crease. of. pauperism it is needless to go further! than
the: increase . of .manufactures.” : *'The'statement;is:a
solecism;; What:is not. a manufdcture ?.::-I5 cloth:a
rianufacture; .and. grain: not? ' I perceive: no differs
ence, except as one.is: eaten:and the other. is:worn;

for both, .and. all things not the spontaneous growth

of the. earth,.are: truly manufactured.” Waving this
question,. however," I. deny the alleged fact;. that
manufactures. especially burtlien the -poor ratés.:: In
1803 the paupers, by a return to parhamenty were in

thé ‘manufactyring county of Lancaster seven in tlmm,,

hundr'é“d "~ oF iie=foutteeiith of the population; wlnle
in. " Oxford -dnd d. Berkshire ~they "Were™"twenty:an ‘and

L TP, ...---\..J—-a.—-ﬂ,‘ L e I b bl

twenty-one in the ‘hundred, or about one-fifth of the

e -!.-,

popu]atlon. In Sussex the poor rates lev1ed amount-

It Ll s ™
l

- Edmburgh Revxew, June 1816, p. 967
? Quar, Rcvncw, December 1818, pi 340. See also Na. 3:,
pl 8 g .
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ed to 275,000/, and. the population in-1811 was
190,000; while in Lancashire, where.the population
was 1823,309, the rates did not exceed 261,730/
Thence it follows, : that a less sum was expended on
the: pavpers of above four times. the population of
this manufacturing county, than was expended .on
the paupers of ‘the agricultural population of Sussex:
and observe still- further; that by:the return' to par-
liament  last yeir -(1822) the charges in Lancashire
on the: poor rates, for which the poor receive no
advantage, amounted to 34 per cent:; whilé the same
charges in Sussex.did notexceed 9 per cent.

;T ain at a loss: to’ conjecture; what, originated the
lmagmatlon, ~that manufactures = chiefly. burthened
the poor rates 1, - Wilkinson, the great iron manufac-
turer of Bradley in Staffordshire, petitioned parliament

that his workmen might be deémed .extra-parochial #; -

engaging at the samé time to provide for his workmen
among themselves. - Ruggles bégins his Letters on

the poor by ¢ an investigation of the. causes.that

produce so' much misery and distress among . our
agricultural poor.”: Hitherto the manufacturing poor

were considered as in some.measure exempled from

misery; and long antecedent to - this: period Sir W.
Petty affirmeéd -that manufactures were preferable to
agriculture, -as being more profitable.  Yet lattcrly a

PR

]

" ‘Monthly Review endeavours to e}iplam the cause of it, saying
that manufactures are established in districts of comparatwely
little fertility, May 1819, p. 102,

* Month, Rev, O. S, vol, Ixxviii. p. 516,

! This has been so much lmtérly the current belief, that ':t_he_-
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different opinion. became pbpuldr, contrary to facts,
and contrary, - I tluuk to theo:y or 1easonable .con-
]ecture._ RN e

- Whether thid or tlmt class be the more.or less llable
- do not determine;” but in
England it. is- erroneous to repute ,the - agricultural
hody the sustaining; order,, aiid the manufacturnw
the. pauper-and dependent “-After . what- I hav_e
.stated, perhaps it would be,unnecessary to add,- that
-Mur..Colquhoun’t; after a-review of a great variety of
(locumems, declared, - ¢ that, contrary to the received ’g‘
-opinion, the number of paupers in counties which, are
chiefly ¢ aoucultlual exceeds those where manufacturea
plcvml W g SRRV T

Connected with the foxcgomrr error, is lcputlllﬂ' the
manufacturing -class ‘eminently profligate and ungo-
vernable,: - Inasmuch as -manufactires helped: the
Jiberation of . the people from the feudal dominion#,
they of cowrse, to the inveterate admirers of :the
wisdom .of our ancestors, -ave reputed-accessary; to"all
waywardness:in norals .and politics.. Thence con-
siderable towns, frequently the creations of ‘inanu-
factures, have been, regarded . with suspicion; and
l‘epeat_ed or’diuances were issued by. Elizabeth, Crom-

?us;"nﬁ

-1 On Indlgence, p. 274, oL

2 ¢ The faint dawn of the arts and of good government in that
age (1381) had excited the minds of .the people in different
States of Europe to wish for a better condition, and to murmur
against those chains which the laws: enacted by. the haughty
nobility and gentry had so long imposed on them,” &c. Hume's
H.istory, vol. i, p. 6, This confused'in metaphor is good other-
wise,

E
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- vagrants infested this country.
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well, and both the Charleses, against the incroase of
-London!, -

“But it is the purely manufacturing towns
which have excited the most monstrous reprobation;
as by the Rev. M. Whitaker in England, and by the

‘Rev, Mr. Burns2 in-Scotland. Thoe latter (speaking

of Paisley) snys, In general it may be remarked, that

.5 a place increases in extent and in population; it
also increases in wickedness,”
‘tléman speak truly, the original sin is a growmg evil,

- If this reverend gen-

‘and the-order to increase. and multlply is an. in-
direct command to aggravate crimes and offences.
‘The Edinburgh Review, however, regards the nume-
.rous population of Paisley not merely with patlence,
but admiration. ¢ There is not,” it states, *in our
-empire a more intellectual and: accomplished order

- of workmen than the weavers of Paisley8.” The same
Review# 'specifies many Jarge manufacturing-towns
_where..theré ‘are. few or no paupers: and-sure Iam
 that now, with a populatlon doubled since the time
"when: Fletcher. of Saltoun wrote, the paupers in
-Seotland do not amount. to’ twenty ' thousand " -yet
Fletcher, when comparatively manufactures. were
“unknown, computed that two hundred thousand
I therefore conclude

t Anderson in his Commerce has collected many. pnrtlcu]ars,
“vol, ii. p 2u0, 218, 278, 452, 582 o

s May 1820;. p 394 Tho sanic. Review observed; that in
- some parts of England, in the manuficturing districts,- the.use
of soda water had:descended to the lower orders, and expelled
spirituous liquors, Feb. 1815, p. 374

+ Feb, 1818, p. 256.

- Were. t\ielve in. & hundred
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that the reproaches against manufactures, as increas-
/ing the poor, are unfounded. Manufactures, on the
contrary, relieve .others . and  support themselves.
Eqoelly unfoundéd 'is’ e abuse ‘of great towns in
multiplying. the .comparative poor: the population
returns- prove,: that in counties with'large towns and
manufactories, the rates are lower than in counties
where the’ populatlon is -scitiered and agriciltural’;
and the la¥gest city in the world at this snde China
i}lso‘ oon_;ﬁpmo this' statement -The historian- of the
Poo'r’I;ﬁxi""tlios :co'nclijd’esl “ So that, notmthstand-
said to: piéifaif tiore” paltlculally in this gaedt city
(London2), the proportion’ of persons 'receiving pa-
rochial aid i lS much’ gl‘eater in the country t than‘in the
metlopolls. In lespect to Sussex and London, thé
populatmn ‘of London is six times greater, and thé
expenSes of its poor_ less ‘than double;- that is, ‘the
poor,' in respect to the pOpulatlon, are three times
mole” numelods or chargeable in Sussex. than in

,Lomlon. In regdrd to the ntion'at large, while the

paupels compared ‘with the population in' the metro-
pohs were eight in a himdred,- those in'the country
that is, they were in
London'a tlnrd less tlmn in all tlle other parts of the

| kufgdom

'_ I ‘History of the Poor Laws, vol. i. p. 456. o
-#-Lotidon is- the Corinth. of- the time—OACios usmgﬁ WOAIY
avepes oiyouoi. Ov wavros avdpos et Kopiwloy el 0 TrAVS.

.. Themistius attributes this to the winds. Orat. 15, p. 19.). It is

translated by Horace, Non cuivis homini contingit adire Co- -
rinthum, ‘
EQ
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’ ﬂ.. ‘F :‘ o A ! ‘.~_ T o . .l . 1... “‘
... .- CHAPTER VI. e
Increased ‘machinery a - fulsely -imputed cause’ of the increase of
.t poverty: M, Owen's plan and works reviewed, .. 1
orad . I )

IF the censures respecting the abolition of villenage
and the increase of manufactures be yain, what judge-
ment should be-passed on those who refer pauperism
and distress to the extension of manufactures by
improved machinery? Yet a few adepts of a new
school have attained this wondrous conclusion ; just
as certain empirics talk of diseases increased by, the
seasons—the bilious succeeded by the atrabilious—-
thlsby the ;hypochondi;ii).c," which terminates. in
maestitia sine causa; verily the increase of machinery
is of this very type—a, causeless SOrrow, Such being
the result of .the New View of Society, better by far
is the superstitious reverence of .the Hindoo . trades-
men, who honour their implements of industry by a
festival, on which they present, as to so many
deities, their supplications that they would contipue
propitious, and afford them the means. of liying1,”
That men subsisting by their manual labour should
" discredit machinery, is easily understood; but that
others, who are what they are in consequence of
machinery, should lament the improvements.by Watt
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. Mr, Owen is, as incxpert as he is fgntaﬂiq: he
stumbled-at the threshold; he called taxation a curse,
—this’ excited the; enmity of our financiers, . and' of -
Mr, Vansittart! particularly: he also stated?, that
Bell’s plan.of educating the poor in the tenets of the
Church -of ‘England was -an attempt to ward off a
little longer the dreaded period of a change. from
ignorance, to'redson, from misery to happiness. ‘This
was quite sufficient for' Mr, Canning erroneously to
declare in parliament, that Mr. Owen's scheme- was
the first, as far-as he knew, of a community in- Chris-
tendomn whichadmitted no religion, But. these, it
may be said, were casualties in Mr. Owen's setting
forth; and if they proved: his indiscretion, they evinced
his _sipceritj?@ and independence, which I fully-admit.
Yet in no one particular does Mr. Owen approach
truth; except in. his intention. - He calls his essay a
“ New. View of Society:” yet, after tormenting.the
world with his-assumed inventions, 'he ultinately
acknowledged, “ none, no -not one of my. principles
has the least claim to.originality4.” Moreover;- he
finds-that Bellers had broached his opinions -a -cen-
tury. ago.” In fact, his-New View -is as old:as
imperfect reasoning, limited viows, and - dogmatic

3 _54Morn. Chron. Dec. 17, 1819, MF, Vansittart said he did
not intend to have him prosecuted as a libcller. o
“tp 152,

-
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-3 Though this politicly was unwise. -He deserves, other-

wise, great credit for his ianliness in declaring his opinion at

the London Tuvern, and in the Limeric newspaper in January
+ Last Essay in vol. p. 14
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presuiiption. "lo confing “ourselves to - eftam]‘ﬂes
witliin ‘the Tast two centuries : ' We-find thic English
leglqlature in" 16331 anticipated the’ % New’ Viéir,”

stb{)pihn & ‘suiwing-mill} Test" labouritg” peOpie
sh6u1d waiit emlﬂoyment » Aad an autocrat of Russia
sboilt the same tithe évinded a correspondmg sagacity ;
for on- a‘Dutchman ‘observing; -while: he“saw thiee
hundred ‘men’ tigging ‘vedsel'on the Volga, ‘thatthe
same Vork could be better’ done by-thirty ‘men #hd
machirery; ¢ the Eniperdr,” saysWhlteIock 3¢t cilled
him- imave, and asked"hiiii;' If ‘e “boat that! ndw
went iith ' three- hundred ‘ivére brouglit’ to’ g:,oﬂwlth
thnty, how ihen shquld tlié" other ‘tivo hundied: ditd
se\?enty mien gel; their-living ?” *These: éagaéibugiob-
set'vations prececle Mi'Owen’s acentor’y, bnd: i half,
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from machines enabled parishes to answer the. claims
on them in consequence, and leave a.supérfluity in
StOI'O? . Pt
Mr, Owen’s ignorance is not only extteme in re-
Spet:t 1o .the novelty of his proposal, but his errors are
most.offensive from his self-sufficiency: he demands
« the devation? of the minds of the parties-he ad-
dresses;” a claim which outgoes the Bishop. of Lon-

~ don’s request from his hearers, . of a prostration of the

understanding.” Mr. Owen sdys “ he bas hitherto,
except in part, withheld his knowledge from the
people, because he has been afraid they would, act
upon it, in their present neglected and unpreparved
state, with too much precipitancy to benefit. them-
selves and others?,” &c. ‘Here Mr. Owen speaks of

T
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his scheme as the infatuated Platonists did of Truth

Whethr he'or the Society: for Bettering’ the! Gorl-
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dition? of ' the - Poor -foveiuri ithe - other:: in siffilar % itself, Yet this cautious speculator, who feared to
rémalk:,, T cannot’ say; 'but in’thie second voluime? of reveal his pauper parallelograms naked in all their
that“miscellany " the 'introduetion of ¢ ‘¢otton: mills'ls S charms, lest the pcople, in heedless admiration, should
lamented, ‘bécause: they abhdged human labour; one % dote iand adore them with boyish ravishment, has
‘hundréd” persons spmnmg ‘more yarn’ aiid ' of better 5{ -erowded the  world with publications severally ad-
-Gitiality by -d" mill; than’ three 'thousand “of the-bést J§  dressed—to the Prince Regent—to the British:Public -
spinners by harid; which, the ‘writer adds, has thrown ~—to- the Superintendants of Manufactories-—to All
iany cottagers’ families out of employment, rand B Lovers of Trutb—to the British Legislature—to the
.obliged them to seek relief from the parish. . Suppose Earl of Liverpool—to the Archbishop of Canterbury
that they had been dispossessed .of - their occupation i —to the Lords and Commons of Great Britain—to
1 by machinery—have not .the -extraordinary: profits the Governments of Lurope and America—to the
gt} -t i Allied Powers assembled in Congress at Aix-la-
: il ; Ander;;ons Comm.erce, vole i, P 4‘69 C.hap_clle—fo all the.se and ?thers has he addr.ess?d
: + Memorisls, p. 623 , | himself at different times. Nay more; ata ;neetmgm
| 3 p. 362, There is also a lament that corn mnl]s have been B - ' AR ~
| converted into mills for manufactories: volviii p. 21.- b 1 Address, &c. p. 4, ¢ 1bid. p. 25,
v _;
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the. county. of Lanark last year, he suid he “had
expended upwards of fifty thousand pounds in various

measures to prepare the public to take this important -
question:faiily into consideration!.” ‘Yot the-people, -

whose precipitancy he feared, treat him as the.deaf
adder, . “which. refuseth té\hear the voice of the
charmer, .charm ‘he never so wisely.” So. little in-
fected are they with the projector’s enthusiasm, that

rich and .poor are inert, or averse to-become inmates -
or subscribers to the New Jerusalem by Robert Owen. -

. Certainly never man exhibited less management

in ‘his pursuits: first exalting himself above all%.past, -
present, and to'come, he says that ¢ in every instance

I found the results (of my system) to exceed my.most

-sanguing expectations”—that this system will ““relieve

mankind from this mortal disease and all its miseries.”
And again, in proportion:to his own self-exaltation,
debasing -all others—¢ From my own experience I
hesitate not to say, there are not any individuals in

'Britain, who have. beén trained. to elect or-to.be

elected, and in either: capacity. to be.of any real

service to mankind:” Verily, Robert Owen is.greater

in. his .own mind- than Jupiter in.the pagan world.
To Jupiter nothing was.similar or second, but Robert
Owen is among men. the mighty unit in a’world of

) Cyp}]él'Sp . S : R
Yet this person of superhuman pretension is per--
- haps guiltier of more false assertions than” any one

who has in any way presumed to direct the intelli-

' Times, April 21, 1821, ~
2 See also his Letter to Major Cartivright, p, 54,

’
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gence of mankind. -1 have spoken of his New-View,
which is confessedly-old: . He also states * that the;

'

value of 'the national funds was higher in /1792 than*
in‘'any other period, (the 3 per ‘cents: had . been 108,
however,) and -pauperism ‘among. the working classes’
was but little: kinown 1.”>..What ignorance of:the whole
history of the English nation! ~Thus he acknowledges'
that he never heard of the ‘beggars’ petition 2, which'
yuns thiis: ¢ that tlie foul unbappy sort of lepers'and:
other sore people, needy, impotent, blind, lame, and
sick,:that live only on alms, how that their number is
daily so sore increased, that all the alms of the well-
disposed people of this your realm is not half enough
to sustain them, but that for.very constraint they die
for hunger.” . And this the beggars attribute: “ to the
devouring clergy, bishops,. abbots, priors,  deacons,
archdeacons, suffragans, priests, monks, canons, friars, |
pardoners;. somners,”: &c.. . The statute bookfully
exposes ‘the difficulty. of providing .for. the.poorin
Elizabeth’s reign.” James the First also, from'the same
caust, 'in o long letter recommended, among other
things, the culture of mulberry trees and manufactur-
ing silk, in-order that-“multitudes of people, of both
sexes and of all ages, such as in regard of impotency
are unfit for other labour, may be set to work, com-
forted, and relieved,” &c. The Istof Charles the First3

kY

t Memorial, &c. p. 12 ' ' S
2 Harlefan Misccllany, vol.i, p.218. = . S
3 Reeves, vol. iii. p. 172. . This increase of the poor was partly
attributed to the vesort of people to-London. . Anderson’s Com-

“ merce, vol, i, p.463, And to remedy this,which was also supposed




—

e - o e e
T PR N YT e o X B o k.- 9 DRSS

.. P egpent WO 3 B =
O AR N e .

58

complains of the increase of the poor, and the-means
adgpted.to reduce the piice of provisions. »In 1648,
during the: Gommontwealth, a: petition was sent from
Yeicestershire, in order to. supply provision for the
poor, -and ito set the people to work as in Holland ;
and the act! was passéd. 'The preamble of the 13th
and 14th of Charles the Second states ¢ the necessity,
number, and continual increase of the poor to be very
great and exceeding troublesome.” Are not the laws
respecting the poor proofs of the inconvenience of the
poor? In 16732 it was proposed ¢ that the fishing
trade be encouraged, all poor set at work to provide
tackle for that use, and be laid: out of the-money

collected. yearly in every.parish throughout .England

for relief of the poor.” Again, in 1677 it'was pro-
posed to build a working alms-house in every.county,
¢ considering the:great complaints of poverty, the

heavy burdens most parishes be under to maintain

their poor, which daily increase, the swarms of beg-
gars; vagrants, and idle people, in city and country3,”
&c. Gregory King calculated that in 1688 there

‘were 400,000 paupers in Britain. Davenant# laments

the Act for the maintenance of the poor, considering
that it is the baue and destructmn of all manufactures;
as it encourages, he says, sloth and beggary: adding,

‘that we pay as much to the poor as to the. maip-

to arise from the price of prowsnons, the Star-chamber in 1633
reduced the prices. Ibid. p, 468, :

- 1 'Whitelock, p. 381.
% Harleian Mlscellany, vol. viii. p. 16.
3- Ibid, p. 120, * Works, vol, i. p. 100
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- tendnce Of" government -and’.our own protecuon.

S"Darkerl in’1698" complained - that tin sixty years
sates 'Had incréased -fromi-forty: shillings! to: forty
pounds; and - double -that-:sum, - Sir »Wj:Fampled
expressed similar sentimentsii Bellers spoke:*“.of the
cries and miséry of some;! and the lewdness’ ofothers
af. the: poor; and.:the’ chmge ‘the: pation”is a8, &c.
ng'Wﬂhama »in>a’ speech’ from the throney: ‘said
«that the increase ofitlie poor is become burthens
sofne “to the: -kingdom,” &ec.. Yet, heedless. and
ign!(')i"ant of- tifese’ notorious’ documents,” Mr. Owen,
supposmg ‘Watt'siand Arkwright’s improvements had
fttained maturity in 1798, -affirms that“up to 1792

rpahpensm was"little known, +How has it happened

that Mr., Owen 'never read Child4 on Trade,:or
Locke’s Report, dtawn up at the:beginning of the last
century, which complams both of the numerous poor,
and: the inereased taxes for theirmaintenance? How
has that common book, The Increase of Robbers, by
Fielding?, escaped him? Fielding, who in 1753 said

T AL

— . o
' Ruggles, vol, i.p. 165, - .. .. - * V..Ql! .i- P,- -2.55-

s Ann, Register, 1817, P. 266

-starved wuh ‘cold and nakedness, and many wliole fanuhes in all
the out parts of cities and great towns commonly remam ina
langulshmg, nasty, and useless condition, uncomf‘ortab]e to them-
-selves and - unproﬁtab]e to the kingdom,—this is confessed and
lamented by all men,—Child on Trade, p. 55. ' :

E Besndes, I‘neldmg observes, thnt. “it is matter of as,tomsh-
ment,’in a country where the poor are beyond all comparison
more liberally provided for than in any other part of the habi.
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“ the poor are a very great: burthen, and even a
nuisance?} ; and again, ¢ every. man:who hath any
property must, feel the, weight of the tax,” In'17641
many painphlets. were: published ‘on the .increase .of
the poor, ‘-This .and their. expense. to "the nauon
- were reiterated in different. publications®.’, : .. .-
In"17753:the pressure of the poor.was generally
lamented: ‘and 'among various projécts for easing the
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.Poor; begins,. The increase of ‘the poor rates hath

Leen a long and growing complaint; :and ‘the burthen
is at this day.so grievous, that if. soine: remedies. be
not applied to relieve it, the landed interest; oppressed
as: it is by such ‘an "accumulation of’ taxds, must-in
time sink under its: weight1.”.. Let’ me ‘also.remark;
that in- 1788 Mr. Beaufoy, under: the same: impres-
sion, calculated that in:fifty years:the: poor: rates

would amount to eleven millions, ,a burthen which
the.country could not bear.”: : After:thisexpositior;
what creditiis.due to Mr, Owen: for knowledge’or
discretion, - who - affirmed: that prior’ to 1792 :*“ pau-
perism among the .working'.classes: was :but; littlé -
known?’ Mr. Owen’s capital assértion being. falsified -
by the- concurrent: evidence of all best qualified to
testify Tespecting the ancient pressure and.-extent of

charge of their maititenance4, houses of industry: were
generally:preferred.  Still the incredse, of the poor
rates contifued to be the comnmon complaint?.... Then
followed -Mr. Gllberts bill for the better relief. of the
poor, in 17816, And let me remark; that: during all
this: period: scarcely a month elapsed without. pub:
lications .on. the high price of _provisions 7; . which
indicated . the. irksomeness of the poor, .and the-pro-

SRR e L
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gress of the;rates,” The Monthly Review, in 1787, [§ pauperism, I proceed -to. notice the- spec1ﬁc evil ‘of

in revnewmg the Rev. John Ackland’s Treatise.on'the: &  which-he complains. - - e

SR L LRSI % His first grand dogma worthy of notice is, thatat
table glol.;ni:,"'theré"shauld be more distréssed and - misérable );;:‘ Lfmafkg , at his own n-fl“%’ _1600 persons, by the'_ald_
‘objects than are to be seen throughout all the states of Europe.™ # of §c1ent1ﬁc.. labour, will- complete as much. work as .
p. 48. + Ed 160,000 could-have effected forty years ago;-and

1 .Month. Reév. Old Serics, vol. xxxii, p. 313.

* See Monthly Review, vol. xxxiv. p. 825, .vol, xxxvi, p. 195
‘vol xxxviil. p. 416, vol; xlii. vol. lii. p. 815,

3 Month; Rev. Old Series, vol, liii, . 33. - *._Ib:d.-p..4~70. '

s Ibid. vo. lix. p. 76. - -6 Ibid. vol.Ixvi.’

.7 To which the reader may turn, by looking at the following
_notlces in that repository of literature the Monthly Review,
vol. xxxv. p, 147, 474, 477, 479; vol. xxxvi. p. 70, 72, 74, 76,
237,321,322, 323, 387, 488 ; vol, xxxvii. p. 40, 470; vol, xxxviii,
p.:75, 118, 19, 254; vol. xxxix, p. 158, 894; yol. xl, p, 140;
vol, xliv. p 2405 vol. xlvi, p. 258, 620, 621; vol. xlviii, p 4,
345; vol xlix, p 14, 70, 522, ‘ L

that-  the immediate cause of the present distress is
the depreciation of "human -labour by mechanism;in
Europe and America, but. principally in Great:Bri-
tain, where: the-change was greatly accelerated by.the
inventions of Arkwright and Watt:—the certain con-
sequence of the undirected progress of this power

- ' Month. Rev. Old Series, vol. Ixxvi.-p. 61.. See also vol.
Ixxv. p. 303, : T
2 nlemoria', &C.-p. 20. B . .
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willi be' to reduce thie-exchangeablé vhlue “of . mianual
labour,. uritil it falls' below. the means of producing a
wretclied subsistence for'any.large proportion. of :the
working classes, . while: the: remainder of ‘them must
be : starved:. out of existence 1.” . .'This: is "the . true
rhodomontade.: : Where' has. the introduction of ma- insolvent; and at Trowbridge! a manufactory was
chingry destroyed: the' population?’ I'am.ignorant of 8  gold by auction for less than the price of the grourid
any single; instance - of such:desolation. .. I'say it is [ on which it was: built a few years preceding.  The
impossiblé ;o for,if macliinery sliould extinguish the ¥ power of'naking any. article is virtually annulled by
woiking population; /machinery. must.destroy.its-cus- g  the inability to sell it for the cost of production.
tomers, :and :thus ceasé to: exist. « - Yeti this practical 14 Soinc time since fabrics were sold under the weavers’
man says; that if machitiery: be” not, controuled:. by wages; this corrected itself: cotton-wool, from excess
- his sagacity,. one half of thé:working population ‘““ of import, sold below its prime cost in India2s the
be"wietched; and the reiniinder starved... .o import was of course restricted.’ -There is* occasion-
« Robért:Owen' of New Lanark 0“'-3"1195 Heges:ase ally an excess of workmen, as there is a deficiency of

any hecessary excess? Men may be' born beyond
the- employment of hutnan labour—so may - cotton
twist-be spun beyond its consumption; but eventually
will not: the supply be controuled by the demand?
Many spinning: machinesg in Ireland- have become
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of Cyrene, ‘who:so eloquently- expdsed:the miseries:of B them, in- different places and at various ‘times. -If
life;; that many.slew themselves in desperation of their 1  men were as prolific as the aphides; whose’ anion?3
fate. Nay, he actually surpasses Mr. Malthus.and B ‘fecundates: several generatlons, or manufacture with
his géneral:pressure against subsistehce; and-hisittan- Bl the facility of Fortunatus in:his: wishing-cap, there
scendéntal geometry - :And’how:is thié end-all to.be  f{  -would:not be more men, or:moré linens and calicoes;
effected?! By machines increasing: wealthi to supers for an ' excess- implies ‘an evil, even: of: wealth, “if

fluity; « ¢ There is, says- Mr. Owen;. ¢ now: givens
to the!world- the: meatis: of: creating wealth far more
rapidly: than:iit can- be iused,” &c. : Here again the
potentiality -of 1hanufacturing excéeds Mr. Malthus’s
dreadfil account of the generative faculty :—but does
the power hypothetically assumed; prove practically

"t Report, &ec. p. 3.

¢ Ideoque a rege Ptoleniceo.-ulterius hac de re: dlssercre pro-

lubltus est. _ . o
3 Page 15. : e

'Mt. Owen chooses that misapplied iterm’; and: the
-name of Midas-affords the moral of the fale, - +
Mr, Owen; while he portends the approaching end

-of mankind from machinery, proclaims theé ‘present

results-of mechanicalindustry. - *“:Such,” -says Mr.

! Morn, Chron, Dec. G, 1819.

2 Cotton wool, which cost 124. in Bengal, was sold in 1818
and 1820 in England at 6d. It is said that quantities of Splces
were reshipped from London for the East,

3 Month. Rev, vel. Ixxxvii, p. 461. '
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Owen, “is the nature of the contest which has

already: continued for 'some time, and which now

exists in full activity, between scientific power and

“manual labour, ‘between knowledge and ignorance!.”

Thus Robert Owen, with genuine simplicity, avows
himself the chnmplon of manuul labour and. igno-

mnce. SR : :
'Well, how does " this advocate for lonmance pro-

pose to lemedy the ruinous contest betwccn scientific

power ‘and manual labour? Interrogatively, thus—
«Why.are any idle poor. in these kingdoms? Solel_y9
because so large a portion. of the populatlon have
been permitted to grow up to manhood in gross

_,lgnorance.’ Thus, one time he advocates ignorance

against science, and anon lgnorance is the only evil,
Mr. Owen would be considered unique; and he is

anlike every other man I have encountered——so far he

has attained. his object. His premises and conclusion

are both wrong, . He has not the merit of madmen,
-who ofteri reason’ well from fantastic data: there is

no cohetence or juncture in his statements, facts, or
arguments, - - If he resemble any. thing in_ prose or
poetry, it is TFalstaf’s hostess 3—* a man knows not
no man knows where to. have

How are the, (.l‘yll‘lﬂ‘ sins, - imputed by him. to Watt

and Arkwright, to be corrected by better educating

the people? Will education reduce machinery ?—

.

1 Memorial, &e. p. 5.

* New View, p. 166.
* Henry the Fourth, act i, scene 3, ' :
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Suppose all mankind brigaded into. v1llaﬂes, and culti-
vating the earth with the spade instead of the plough,
and all using public kitchens instead of ‘eachr boiling
a domestic pot;—how shall this. control machinery,
and render a country most populous and most rich?
The Paraguay villages, - though superintended by the
Jesuits and recruited by kidnapping the Indians on a
large scale, unhappily for the theories of Mr, Malthus
and Mr. Owen, declined in population and prosperity.
Such was the result of this auangement, though the
inhabitants of the Reductions married early, had
abundance of food, were not overworked, aml were
innocent of machmery - ‘ -

- Bat Mr. Owen is not a Jesuit, and New Lanark
is not Paraguay. ‘I'rue. Let us suppose also, that
machinery is the monster which Mr. Owen represents
it;—I ask, how is the hiving of paupers or others; in
villages according to the designs of Mr. Owen, to
remedy or palliate the injuriousness of machinery
as stated by hini? - He says, Now 1,600 ‘men -can .
complete by . machmely as much work as 160,000
some years ago. Here is the eyil, accor (lmg to him,
But how “’Ill _aggregating them in villages coun-
teract the evil of one man exceeding by mfl.chmely
the manual toil of a hundred ? Does he intend
by thlongmnr men into villages, as 'Ilppoo did the
people of Calicut in 1788, to. reduce machinery?
~and truly his speculatigns to confound property
and labour- tend to that conclusion, Mr. Owen’s
scheme resembles that of Gonquos in Shakspeares
Tempest:

T




66
« I' the commonwenlth, I would by contraries
Execute all things—for no kind of traflic
Would 1 admlt—nchcs, poverty,
And use of setvice rione. ‘
No use of metal— | R
. All things in common nature shiould produce, -
Without sweat or endeavour; treason, fclony :

Sword, pike, knife, gun, or nced of any engine
Would I niot ave; but nature should bring forth

07

trations for its support; it i3 baseless even in' its
pretensions. The sum of the dogmatist’s conclusion
is, that mechanical ingenuity is more operative -and
cheaper than common labour, and thence: that it
{ pauperizes the common labourer. The only pos-
84 sible suggestion for such an opinion is, that on the
immediate adoption of any great improvement, some
individuals occasionally suffer a-temporary loss of

T R
“f“a.w«‘:,_‘-‘ RPN 4

Of its own kind, all foizon, all abundance _
To feed my innocent people 1 A cmployment in-a partlculal branch.  If this be a
;, vah(l objection, all lmplovcments and clnanges what.

¥
AU &

Antomo theu wmml\a on the pm]ectm s e\tmv't-
ﬂance, “ the latter en of . Ius com.nom\cullh for aot
the beummnu But the hemnmn" muldlc and end of
M. Owens vlllage system su(.(.ccd in dead oblivion
of each other; if mdced their flagrant (.ontmdlctlon
does not imply a studlecl 1nbult to the reader.

.But the great point '1ssumed-——-the injuriousness
of machmel y wants facts and arguments and illus;

ever should be forbidden!, Yet in 1espect to these
few persons, it is erroneous to imagine that they are
rendered destitute, because their hablts are dlsturbed
Cannot_ they. direct their industry to other occupa—
tions? Of what profession are they who cannot
dwelé.e from the beaten track into some othel
path. in_the ample field of industry? T don’t
know any persons of such incommunicable hdbltS
indeed the law of app:entlceslnp has attempled to -
COl]E:lﬂ'll them to poverty;—but is there any tlad(.
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K lempeﬂ, act ii. sc, 1, Mr, Owen says, ¢ By tllis arrange-
ment they will reccive all their external supply, and thereby

render money ! and all’ money transactions wholly unnecessary:
thus all’ bargaining and’ its “degrading effects on''the human
chiaracter will be obviated.” - But even this stage of society. will
be but temporary ; for by the most simple arrangements, which

will be beneficial to ail, supply may be made so far. to etceed '

any possible demand, that it will be discovered, in a compera-
tively'short time, that all may iise whatevér they desire, without
the necessity existing for the: intervention of any immediate or
direct equivalent.” Dublin Morning Post,.Nov. 6, 1822.—
« Each person; according to his ability, to labonr for. the good
of the whole:” this and other remarks appcnded to, graphic
illustrations of his paraliclograms. Morning Herald Sept.
1822, .

T
it

wlm,l. is not intimately associated with othe1s in
many lmportan_t particulars?  Should we draw the
inference which the New View would induce, we
should conclude that many individuals who had been
employed in manual labour were discharged in con-
sequence of machinery, and left destitutc—a few of
them performing by machivery the business of all.

! Thus, on an intimation that hoops would be - dispensed
with, the Morning Herald, May 29, 1820, said it tended to
louel the British court in Europo, and add to the dmhc:s of
manufacturers, :
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Yet, comparing the number employed before: and
since the -introduction of scientific machinery, many
more arc now -occupied than during those periods
when the rude and the rudest processes dirccted the
workmanship of society. Machiner y provides. occu-
pation for all— - :
Men, maidens, youths,

Mothers and little childven, boys and girls,
Enter, and each the wonted task resumes,

Aund this populatlon is exclusive of the persons em- B

ployed in the ercction and superintendanco of the
machines,, The reason is obvious. Scientific labour
cheapening the cost of production, increases customers,
nay creates them; and in so doing multiplies at once
commodities and peopl(.. lake for example the
cotton manufactory in Great Britain.  Half a century
ago’ this branch of industry produced two or three

hundled thousand . pounds; it now amounts to thirty’

or forty millions sterling. The trade and the people
busied -in this immense manufacture have in some
measure been called into being by scientific me-
chanism, which, while it multiplies mankind and
clothes multitudes !, increases.the capital wealth of
the state, and thus fructifies the whole cucle of trade
and commerce,

Nor is the cftect limited to the inventions of Watt
and Arkwright, it operates in all directions. Consider

>

1 An ell of linen in Shakspeare’s time cost 8s., of our present
money about 12.)0s.  Such was put in Falstaft’s shirt, Henry
1V. actiii. sc. 2. The same sum.would now buy a whole piece
of cotton.
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that sovercign invention—printing!. This certainly
affected many writers?, injuring some and displacing
others. But compare: the number of scribes abso-
lutely ‘or relatively, when all compositions were "ma-
nuscript, with the countless host of men who in ten
thousand ways minister to literature thloun'h the
press.  The journalists of London alone in 1821
issued 16,254,534 copies of their several newspapers.
A scribe toiled through life to copy a volume,- and
his tedious application was single and exclusive; but
the printing-press, besides myriads of . individuals
occupied- in its immediate employment, moves the
industry and the mind of the whole world. If we
look further and regard its results, what bas not this
consummate mechanism performed for commerce,
trade, manufactures, and ordinary labour? Why it
may, without speaking rhetorically, be reputed the
single source of life and light;—whatever intelligence
and liberty are enjoyed, belong-to printing; and to
the press :we must mainly look both to preserve the
residue of our fortunes and freedom, and ultimately
to obtain our complete liberation from all the moral,

! This also grieves Robert Owen: ¢ The inferior methods will
be superseded by the superior; as human labour has been dis-
placed by the steam—engine—as the single-thread spinning-wheel
has been by Arkwright's supermr mechanism—and as the com-
‘mon hand printing-press is now giving way to the new power of

printing by machinery.” Dublin Morning Post, Nov. 4, 1622,

¢ [ doubt the evils to the then existing race of writers. Print-
How absurd is Tavernier’s state-
ment, that when printing was introduced into Persia many writers
by profession were undone! lib, v, ¢. 12.
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civil, and commercial contradictions; and - difticulties
which beset mankind, -~ - ..

~ Having said so much in-favour of mnachinery, I
wish to guard against any misconception, by stating
that machines arc sometimes heartlessly and impru-
dently introduced. The practice of employing chil-
dren fourtecn liours a day and through the night! in
manufactories caunot be mentioned. without: sorrow
or indignation. - Yet how do these oftfences impeach
the usefulness of machinery? Suppose they did, they
affect' the :question 'so inconsiderably that no one has
urged them for this purpose with confidence. But
when we find . legisiators, philosophers,;practical men
(those who- have becowne opulent entirely by manu-
factories), take gothic arms against mechanism, the
surprise is boundless, Some have supposed that
Quesnay, the chief of the economists, had his system
itnprgssed on him by his parentage, his father being
a labouring farmer.. One so c_ircumstant_:ed might
be prejudiced in favour of mere ,agl"iculture': but that
~ he who was educated among wheels and spindles,
and who actually -derives 'a. considerable income
from their movement, should'regard this mechanisin
as our ancestry did comets, is the most perverse in-
fatuation. | S

" “"Many at different tiines have. expressed -their dis-

1

-1 This exceeds the worst slﬁvcry‘. - A royal ordinance, dated

Aranjuez, May 1786, declared that slaves were not to be worked
‘until they were seventeen years old.  Lord Rosslyn said, that of
those employed in coiton mills, their health was better, their
marrigges more numerous, and their applications for parish
relief fewer, &c. Morn. Chron, June 15, 1819,
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. satisfuction at particular improvements, . Last, year

some scribes petitioned against the lithographic press?.
This is. easily accounted for.: - And had sweeps. pe-
titioned against machine chimney-sweeping, or char-
women ; confederated like the Parisian . poissardes
against  the preject to, make foundries. cousume -their
ownsmoke, their motives also might have been com-
prehiended.  But: that -the Earl of Stanhope.should
depreciate machinery and propose -spade. husbandry,
or that Sir L& . Knatchbull should.‘jnveigh . against
;!;l.ll_"glslli_l)g-ll‘l{lcllil]eS, would be unaccountable,if indeed
the baronct had not given his reason with his doc-
trine—namely, that they enable farmers to l;riug their
grain quickly to market, ahd thus occasion a glut®,
Then lmncc_l'oru;mfti..'Alth us -ho_nqur.;t_he breakers of
these machines in Norfolk, Suffolk, and elsewhere,

~ as sound political economists, tliough a little irregular

in administering .their instructions,  The preference
‘of Lord Stanhope of the spade, aind of Sir 1. Knatch-
'bull of the flail, are repeated proofs that the pro-
prietary legislators of Great Britain have retrograded
niore than tlie other classes of society liave advanced
in intelligence. ' A
Without reflecting longer on such shallow specu-
lators, the President Montesquien deserves more
notice. He denies the utility of some machines, and
.particularly water-mills, ‘because. they abridge labour
.and reduce the number of hands hitherto employed
in that special department of industry: “adding, (not
‘dogmatically however, but doubtfully,) ‘that if water-

' I'imes, March 30, 1821, ? [hid. March 8, 1621,
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mills were not established,- he would question the

éxtent of their utilityl. If machinery be injurious, is

~ all machinery so?—or if not, what is the limit to its
beneficence? If the thrashing-machine be evil, why
should the flail be good? it is a machine. Why not
recur to the tlamphnu ox? Jews and Gentlles used
him, and he figares in Virgil's poetry. Wlly not
resume the element of fire, by which the ancient Irish
thrashed, winnowed, and dried their grain—setting
the whole on fire2? If a water-mill be pernicious,
and the hand mill such as thc Greeks used in IIomer s
tlme—

Full fifty menials served the king
In houschold offices, the rapid mills
These turning pulverized the mellow'd grain 3——

be fitter politically, it is questionable why a still
ruder process should not displace the quern, as in
Nubia. “The chief article of food,” says Burckhardi4,
“is dbourra bread.  As they have no mills, not even
hand-mills, they grind the . dhourra by strewing it
upon -a smooth stone, about two feet in length and

one foot in breadth, which is placed in a slopipg

position before the person employed to grind,” &e.
_Whether this be not too mechanical for the New View

! Si les moulins i eau n’étaient pas partout établis, je ne les
croirois pas aussi utiles qu'on le dit, &c. . L’Esprit des Loix,
liv. xxiii. c, 15, p. 298.

2 This was prohibited by act of parliament, See Strafford's
Lettors.

3 Odyssey, b. vii,

*+ Travels in Nubia, p. 219,
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of political economy, I dow't know; neither can T
decide whether the plactlce 'nenlloned by Humboldt
of the American savages be not more’ agreeable: to
its original conceptions,. These savages, the traveller
reports, strip the skin off the Indian cor 0, first having
soaked the grain in a lixiviom of water and wood
ashes.  Indeed, considering all things, South America
is perfectly suited to the new doctrine.  Ingenuity
and mechanism are unknown; even the potter’s wheel
has not yet contended with anual labour, carthen
vessels being made in Brazil by the liand alone!. How
much more time the formation of this rude crockery

4 occupies than if a wheel were employed, and how

much more the -coarsest fabric costs the purchaser
than Wedgwood’s ware, is not mentioned; but we are
told that- frequently at Valparaiso?, where neither
wind- nor water-mills interfere with manual labour,

flour is four times as dear as wheat. Then this ab-

sence of ingenuity has of course a double advantage;
the human hand enjoys a complete monopoly of the
market, and the people are often fed not only.on

‘the dearest grain,—a special advantage to the people,

according to Mr. Malthus-and his school,—but -this
dear grain is occasionally enhanced to a famine price.
Thus, the want of all 1mchinery is here worth “The
Century of Inventions.”

Let the whole working world- be reformed and
moderately by dcmees, let machine spinning give

! Prince Maximilian’s Travels, in Phillips's Voyages, &c.
vol, iii, p. 12. 2 Morning Chronicle, July 26, 1820.
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place, to the spinning-wheel, and. this‘?,lo the dlistafl’; é‘; talkers’ against Elllﬁ(fbillél‘)( pursuing ‘their: p_l"in’giplcs
and instead of the loow, let ¢ach pm'tlculm'_tlu‘ead be € would réduce mankind, = o f . el

%

I
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implicated by a special application of the ﬁngcrs. till
the web.be wrought. The Egyptians in ancient
times manufactured:linen “ to a perfection equal to
ohr ownl.” This art, which probably did not ma-
terially differ from the ingenuity of the present times,
their modern countrymen have wholly lost; but they
have_attaiued the consummation of the New View.”
«The wool - they spin into yarn—wind the - threads
round little stones, and thus suspend to a long stick
fixed in a horizontal position between two trees. 1o
-férm a warp, and by passing another thread alter-
nately between these, fabricate a kind of coarse clotl,
with which they cover the Jower, part of their bodies®2.”
‘Here we have the cause and conscquence: yet these
:l;'.lgypt_ians ‘exhibit a faint of invention—therc is in
their: humble process a tendency to mechanism.  The
South. Americans again surpass them and; all others
. in_their purity and innocence of machinery. . Ulloa?
says, “‘ In passing the woof they have the patience
every-time to count the threads ('mlc'by one, so that
.~ two-or. three years are requisite o finish a single
piece.” . Here manual labour triumphs, - and _the
‘plough (even the crooked stick called by that name)
is as little known as the steam-engine or the spinning-
jenny. To these elements of operose labour, the

1 Belzoni's Travels, p. 173. * Ibid. p. 88.
3 'Fravels, b, vi, ¢, vi, p. 420. Sce also, Description di Guiana,
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.- The! petty abjection, that. some :are :incominoded
bir distressetl during:the passage from a-coarse to a
stientific industry; i as philosophical :as to’ condemn
machinery because a;féw have been torn or caught
in the works, and maimed or marked’in.consequence.
All-the puling about machinery as aftecting its excel-
lence does not amount to a singlezexception.” This
senscless wailing, the eftect of its excessive good,—as

iniplethora men nauseate. the choicest. food;—is un-
kirown to the French nation. = Some of their writers!
‘on the’coutrary, justly appreciate the capital inven-
tions: ‘of  machinery, and to them they - in-a great

nieasurc ‘atiribute the wealth of this country. I do

noti dwell - on .the glory: of making the elements in
their. potency :minister to man, aud of giving to man’s
miiid: the ‘mastery” of matter; . I speak of the. mere
‘mercantile profit of -the improvéd -magical art above
the unimproved toiling process. | -

" “The position’ I ‘contravene is so naked an error,

that it is-almost discreditable to expose its absurdity :
iudeed, what argument can more completely refute
the doctrine than stating it-—that mnachinery. light-

ens labour, and cheapens all articles which it fabri-
cates ; that is, in the present universal application of
machinery, all people have more of all things at less

expense of time and labourr  If this be injurious, the

! Sce Chaptal, t. i, p. 92. t, i. P+ 31, Dupin, p.44. Phillips's

Y T e LT (g T W ESA,

&c. . 255, Voyages, &c.
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world ‘has -from eternity misapplied its praise -and
application. Archelaus? was lonoured above the
eight Macedonian kings who preceded: him, because
he made the roads straight, The «“NewView” would
reserve the glory for the circuitous track; and O
happy days of England®, when-going and returning
to York was the “work of twelve (luys' Substitute

feet for hands, and speedy communication is as grave

an offence as any abbrevmtmtr mechanical process in
manufactures. |
Verily Robert Owen is a pleasant speculator.: “He

declares against innovation, - yet he would diffuse the

inhabilants of cities, and collect the-inhabitants of
the country into innumerable petty villages:—he rails
at machinery, and would make man a machine —he
rails against machinery, and talks of economizing
labour by the cooperation of families in villages —le
rails against machinery, while he favours population,
though machinery has increased population in. all
countries, in despite of the climate and the soil
and the government. And what is his sovereign

vemedy for all our evils? The spade is to: be esta-

blished for the plough, and the people to be draught-
ed into towns built  brick-wise, as Sir T. Brown3
would say, -and which Sir Thomas relates was the
form of Og’s bed, and, what is more to the purpose,
of the city Nineveh and of the holy city in the

1 Thucydides, lib. ii. p. 168.
2 Eden, vol. i. p. 191, in the 17th century.
3 Essay on the Quincunx,
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Apocalypse. Mr. Owen cxhibits: models of these

~ Apocalyptic v1llages in wood-work and in graphical

illustrations - in - the' newspapers;: and to make the
impression more lively, he helps- the :devices by
quoting accounts of the Shakers, and of the fanatics
called Harmonites, and Bellers’s project, which he
says is the same as his .own. Now Bellers! calls
his. aggregate of people a college; purposely, he
adds, because a workhouse is odious. Well then,

- Mr. Owen.wishes that all the labouring people should

be placed universally in such colleges or workhouses;
for he would have funds raised, and the, whole
poor nationalized by.act of parliament. . If you-do
this, then, the practical :Mr. Qwen states, * the real
value of -land and labour will rise, mechanisin will
be of ‘more extensive worth and benefit to society,
every encouragement may be given to its-extension,
and its extension will go on ad uy?mtum, but only n
aid of, not in competition with, buman labour"——
“ Thus, in a century it will supersede the necessuy of
poor rates, or any pecuniary gifts of charity, by pre-
venting any one from being poor,: or subject ‘to such
necessary degradation.” Supemddmtr that England
and ITreland could support ten times their present
population, and with more convenience to their
multlphed inhabitants?., And moreover, that all tlns

3o

' page 25, °
? Mr. Owen descants at the same tlme on the evils of ma-
chinery in Ireland—where there is no machinery, few manufac-
tures, and less capital; and talks of multiplying the populatmn
ten-fold,
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can - be effected with mathematical certuinty and the
utwiost ease, 1 Verily, verily, the speculations of RRo-
bert Owen on earth;surpass the visions; of : Emanuel;
Swedenborg intheaven, - -° ¢ e o

CCHAPTER VIL . .

Summary account of other Salsely impuled canses of the increase of
“C ot Pauperism and Dislress. S

I SHALL add cursorily other imputed causes of the
supposed- increase of ‘pauperism. - Some refer, if to
what tliey call a loss of the monopoly. of .the cotn,
merce of Luropel. Yet this loss of imaginary; profit,
after deducting the export to. pay: subsidies and sups

: - T 1 oG i
' ‘This is said by Mr, Baving (Morning Chljopic]e, December
10, 1819; and Edinburgh Review, January 1820, p.170. Ma_rc]!
1821, p. 108). Yet it is said that the Americans'in 1807 were
the general carriers of ‘continental Europe ' and Lord Liverpool
insisted .that. America did:supply England with mony. things;
as a neutral, which she could not now... Morn, Chron. May 27,
1820. Was not England excluded from . the continent? and
what a rush’ was made by commercial men to supply the foreign
markets on the peace in 1802, and afterwards in 18151 So much
s0, that in Europe some thought that the English .were deter-
mined at any loss to prevent the continental- manufactures from

emerging. These arc strong inducements for discrediting the

far-famed. monopoly of ‘the. commerce of theworld by. Great
Britain.+ There is;1however; decisive. evidence. that the -avail.
able . ‘commerde of - England. has: becn. greater.. sincé .the peace
than during the war. ‘ o
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ply mighty arinies throughout the world, may pethaps
be classed under another head in the national ledger
All- suich sums-sent abroad were a waste:of capital
under .the cover .of commerce. The amount:of
them was enormous:—in order to give' some idea of
their- mightiness, the subsidies- alone : amounted  to
49,674,000/ DBesides, it was stated in'the Report of
the Committee of Secrecy respecting the Bank. restric-
tion in 17971, that the remittances for thé'services:of
the war in the West Indics, the continent of Lurope,

&c. amounted to 33,510,779.. 0s. 73d. - This: sum -

was the foreign expenditure of the war for four years
only, and at its. commencement. .. And inthe four
last years of the war, the: expenditure- of spéciéion
the. continent amounted to more than nincty-two
millions 2,,. , , /

«Yet: these,. prodigious - sums, .and, many, others
équally - enormous; were ‘a .pure. and :absolute: loss:
Being paid by -manufactures for- tlic most: party” this

loss appeared inthe nature of ébi]]iﬁéijdéf"i and thus'it

- U Aun. Register, 1797, p.:100. ..Chron,. -, - . . i

% The Chéancellor of .the Exchequer, in Match 1815, spoke

of the enormogs-expehditul'e of :specic on the continent by-this

country. By the:account in his hand he:said— .~ ..

. '1_'31.1:i i eed . 52185,12,000: . o L

1812. .. ... °18,588,000.- . . .

1818 .. .. .. 22,931,000, -

P84 i v 86,284,000 -

. > 'Trort 1785 t0°1791 inclusive, (thatis for seven years;) tlie

imports and exports-were nearly equal;-according ‘to the returi
' Imports . . . . &£17,740,000! R

Exports. . . ... 18,416,000, -~ .-

But as theve is a disposition, for difterent redsons, to diminish the

N
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alforded 10 the Ministry a glorious exposition of the

prosperous commerce of the nation, though a consi-
derable part of: the..export-was merely, the- forced
transit trade by!neutrals. . .Besides, -it is, held, most
wonderfully; that the triumph..of comnerce is. not
what: comes in,; but. what goes out, , If so, subsidies
are good for those who pay them; and the loan to
Austria, and the absentee rental of five. millions to
about 150,000 British proprietors is an extraordinary
bonus at this time to their tenantry and the state:—
and so the remittances during the: Roman Empire
of from five to twenty per cent. on the produce of
arable land, were a boon to a tributary world. .+
- Perfectly consistent were titose who glorified the

1

given imports and increase the exports, they probably still ‘more
néarly approached each other, Such was the state of the trade
up to the war: but from 1792 to 1798, the exports exceeded
the imports nearly six millions annually, in the same period of
seven years; being Imports 21,970,0000, Exports 27,510,000/,
See Ann, Register, 1799, p. 159. Now though'this excess of
export, as far as such accounts can be relied on, gave the
foreign waste of the war rather than the productivencss of com-
merce, . Mr. Chalmers denominated 1809.the most prosperous
yeor of our commerce.. So had Mr. Percival. - Ior, said this
minister, though in 1802 (a year of peace and of the greatest im-
port and-export) the export of British,manufactures amounted
to 26,993,000L.; .in 1809 the export amounted to 35,000,0001
adding, that the total export was in 1§02 forty-six millions, and
in 1809 fifty millions., Speech on the Budget in 1810, Yet the
expensive and disastrous campaign in Spain was this very year
50, triumphantly glorified in a financial view by the Minister.
Talk of import or export as they may; the riches of a nation
consist in the abundance of all its goods, and in the means pre-
pared or in activity to incrcase them, - '
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immense export, as proving our happy circumstances: :
-and thos¢ also participated their sagacity, who, ac-
cording to Michel®, said that ¢ the numberof bank-:
raptcies was considercd a test of the extent of our
commerce;” or, as Mr, T. P. Courtenay more de-
cisively insisted, that the mercantile failures - were. .

“a symptom of exuberant prosperity2.” A great part

of the commerce and the piices and the prosperity-
of this epoch was a gross and rfuinous deception,:
Thus Mr. H. Suinners’ and ; the ‘agricultural -gentle-
men speak of the flourishing state of agriculture from:
1806 to 1814; ‘whence, they say, its deterioration has-
been rapid and alarming,© And so the commercial-
gentry talk of the same periods, and of the same:

year;. for in 1812 the exports were 73,725,602/, and

 the. imports: 60,424,876/ then the average price of-

the quarter of wheat advanced to 128s. 84. in which:
year, be it remembered, the sums raised by Govern-
ment amounted to. 131,825,0004.! . This was the year
of triumph :—another. year of such triumphs, and.
England was undone. Yet many refer the distresses
of the times to a tradsition fiom war to peace, to a-
reduced expenditure, to the resumption of cash pay-
ménts;—though peace, and a reduced expenditure,.
and a metallic currency, were necessary. to.prdl'o‘hg'

“the existence of our being as a state, - Nor was the.

resumption .of cash' payments' the least necessary ;i
for duting the compulsory paper currency, the mediuin

+ . ' On Legislation. He wrote in 1796. '
? Monthly Review, Feb, 1811, p. 201. -
 Morning Chronicle, May 31, 1820, = . ol
a \
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of exchange waa noty:as' Anacharsis called money; 'a
meang Of countipg, but of migcountjng. - The pro
sparity npparently-oocasioned. by the wan expenditure,
_ at home 'aud abroad was fictitious. Henceo in 1814
- and 1814; 240 banking companies became bankrupt;

. that-is, abave a fourth.!: of all such: establishments in

Britain had’ been conducted without capital &, - The
distress.. contlnued ; ‘and in 1817 the bankruptoies:
a&xduqtedfto.%ﬂ'?f. iThus, as our trade and: com-~
meree: bécamé verified, the circulation of paper was
narsawed. . Hence, whatever Mr. Barlng may say of
prices being redueed.30 per cent., or"according:-to
others:40.or 50.per cent., by the return to cash pay-
ments, the reformation or reduction of the cir¢ulating
medium had been progressive long préviously to:that
évent;.and so. vapid had: been - this eﬁ'et:t,»thabvitf-is
questionable if the law hastened materially the resnltS.
Tand had fallen; when the ¢ompulsory paymentiin

Bank- notes - was: absolute, full one haif of whathad |8

bieen its price ten years preceding, - - o T
. In extremé absence of understanding,” Lord- Lon-
donderry, a short time before his suicide, referred the
rere, were, 70 Lopdon banks, and, 818. country

- EIEEEERD I R asar

1 In1811 )
banks, Mr. G. Johnston's speech, July 19,181L. .. ;.
"2’ On a banker who had failed being ‘questioned by the judge
what induced him-to become a banker; he answered; ¢ My
necessities forced me to.it.”> : This. was in Ireland. SR

', % The, qppsers of $he measure, wish to. consider. the refyrn to.

cash payments a fraud. When the bill passed, its operation
was limited to the 24th of June 1798; and y’gar'aﬁer year,
subsequent to.the peace, it was saidk by the. Mihister that the

bill should be.tepealed. . Thé fraud was: the. continuance of the

bill, not its repeal..

.t June 10, 1817, .
- ' 3 Speecly Decewmber 18,1819, . .
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distress to thie great powers of nature~-meahing good
seasons and productive land. - This was thé last turn
of that vertiginous politician, Lotd: Liverpool; his
coadjutor; also assigned every chuse for our misety
but the true onel, In his speech on the Poot Emi-
ployment Bill, he refetred the distress to over spect-
lation, which bad glutted the foreign miarkets: and
thiough in 1818 this minister made- the Princé tégent
declare from the throne that the distress liad passed
away2,~in 1819 the sdme miinistet (Lord Liverpool)
stated * that the distress did not prevail in the dgri-
¢ultutal districts; it prevailed in certain manufacturing
districts, and those districts which manufactured vety
much for foreign traded.” In 1821 his Lordship de-
gcanted on the éxcess of production; and in 1822 he
agaitr varied his ground, stating that not.one cause
bt miny catses occasioned our distressy <+ -
- The Bdinburgh Review refers the distress to over-
trading : ¢ And although many circumstances may
have coticurred to produce it (distress in 1812, 1816,
1819); thére can e rio doubt that the general practice
of over-trading4,” &¢. Yetin the satne Number,p.179,
the journalist insists ¢ that the present distressés-dfe
almost entirely owing to the excess of taxation, - and
the monopoly granted to the agricultarists,” 8c.-
.- Mr. Brougham? attributed the distress to an over-
trading in agriculture, and a consequent redundanice

* Annudl Register, 1818, p. 2.

* Edinburgh Review, June 1820, p. 57. S
 Annual Register, 1816, p. 29. - e
. G 2




84
of produce.” . Mr, Preston and Mr. Western impign
the warehousing system, Mr. Bowdich and Lord
,quney;rafer. the calamity to farmers. being allowed
to sell by sample: For, said his Lordship, if farmers
brought their grain to market from a distance, they

‘would. be obliged to_sel) it at whatever price. they

could obtain. Lord Rommey might have comforted

. the farmers with a proverb, and no doubt he would

have ‘revived the Scotch law against okerers ,or.
usurers, ‘§c, and those who withhold, victuals- till a
d_e__fll‘ﬂ}‘. : : RO T
M. Barton referred the distress to the increase of
the precious metals; while Lord Lauderdale is among
the select fewwho fear that public econdmy. may be
carried to excess: “ Tor,” said he, “if economy be
pushed beyond its due bounds, the public would suffer
by this love of accumulation,—first, by the creation of
a capital larger than it wanted ; and secondly, by with-
drawing part of the encouragement, to reproduction.”
During all these extravagancies, many lament the
affliction of the poor:—not so the Quarterly Review,
which affirms that Providence “ equalizes mankind,
and leaves the states of rich and poor as little more
than variations of means for gaining happiness®.”

~ Some have referred .the distress to large towns:
this is an old complaints. Sir T. Roes, in 1641,
compared. England with London to a fat head with

1 Chalmers’s Caledonia, vol. i, p. 451, ® May 1820, p: 274,

# Ce-mal imaginaire, V'agrandissement des villes, a excité les B

craintes les plus extravagantes. .Théorie, tom. il p. 310, Ben-
tham. : ‘ o

+ Harleian Miscellany, vol, iv. p. 460,

85" |
thin guts and lean members. Smollet compared the
overgrown metropolis to a dropsical head —for similes
are expert arguments. Pawnbrokers' have been
frequently charged ‘as mainly increasing pauperism,
on the sage principle that upholds the usury laws2:
yet cven in this trade the law limits the pawnbroker
in hiring his money. * Formerly Mi. Pallison? affirmed
that the increasé of the poor rates arose principally -
from the allowances to the family of militia-men.
Mr. Howlet considered that their excess was attri-
butable to the spread of Methodism 4, Such are
some-of the incongruous and fluctuating speculdtions
réspecting the’ distress of - society. The remedies
torrespond to the supposed causes of pauperism.

*i Sod Anderson's Commierce, vol, i, p. 241. - Colquhoun ox
Indigence, p. 288, Monthly Magazine; May 1820, Feb. p.
28. Nov, p.329. S e
. 3 According to our code, (at least in Ircland,) bankers are
not traders. , o L
~* Annual Register, 1804, p. 105. , .

*¢"8ir ¥, Eden’s History of the Poor Laws, preface, p. 9. :
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