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BOOK L

" CHAPTER: I.
Vain Remedies far the supposed Jncrease ngaupen’.s_ﬁz-—S:‘r Johit
' Sinclair respecting Farms—The spade instead of the pfqtig'k:-'-‘
- cotw-heeping—cultioation of bogs'in Irclaridwrfishing, &4, 1"

I SHALL begin the imaginacy remedies, which-are

~ as much more numerous ‘than the causes of paus

perism, as the materia medica exceeds ‘the list, of
diseases. 'The remedies ave equally fantastic in their
abject and their means.. For a long time the misery
feltor imagioed was supposed:to proceed from want
of produce: hence the rage for cultivating commons,
afid the schemes for laying the earth'under the hieavi-
est contributions. et o

Sir John Sinelair has fargaly contributed to schemes

and proposals for the culture of the land. One of the
latest by him is to grant by loan ten millions_from

' the sinking-fund to the agriculturists. Sir John has . b

also written largely on farms of every scantling: he
seems to think there should be farms for all denomi-
nations, as there are spectacles for all ages: he is a
great friend to bounties on exportation, and even to

coasting bounties !, The topic of large farms Ishall [

hereafter resume.  If the fiiends of large farms have

+ Month, Rev. vol. v. p. 230,
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transgressed, the ddvocates of sinall farmb have- érred
egrogiously!; but their ¢rfor, far from sinning by in-
himanity, rather fails by a misdiréoted sympathy, with
the laborious, - ‘This part of the subject I~ shall'&lsb
resume hereafter: yet I must, before I dismiss it even
for the prasent, make a few observations on the ultra-
aiti-machind doctrine of spade éultivation ‘as breféf-
able té the plough, - B S

. The spade is part of Mr. Owen’s plan; dnd in: this
he would be consistent if he agreed with Herenscli-
wdhd that-the spade produces less than the plough
in fespect to the ékpénse of labour: for he expressly
stated that his objection to machinery was its gleater
cheapness and facility in manufacturing,—particularly
to the steam-engine, which Adam SmitH. conputed,
after paying the first cost, its rephir, &o. was - miné-
tenths more profitable than horses. This beingthe
case, it follows that in Mr. Owen’s philosophy lidrses

. are preferdble to. that great mdchine of power, and

of course that the spade, or hunian Jabour? i§' pré-
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1 M Lechriete tefers our distress to lage farms, Aiiliidl
Registet, 1796; p. 47, Waltham df the Poor Laws, p:8: Month.
Mag. May 1819, ps 83 Nov. 1820, p. 304 . .o .. .
% Mr, Owen seems latterly to have discarded the plqu’gl_{ en-
lirely'; at least in his ‘éxposé inethe Diblin Movaing Posf,
Vike. , 1643, the épade I only rienticied, He' sdjs thie £pde
cultivation will éhdbld Ireland to stipfiort sixty-foufr williviid of
peoplo, and this without taking into the acdount. the produce:of
its mines and fisheries,, Here again is another turn. As fo the
productiveness of the spade, Sir C. Burrell said that he was
Iiicredulotis;—hé inquited, i conséquencé, from the tevaiit? thb
teport wis double the trutli; inistead of ity Bishels thie acve,
it.was only thirty bushefs, Morr. Chron. Dee, 16, 1819,




88
ferable to hovse-work, which at less cost is. mord
productive. - That human labour is less cficctual than
the plough, 1 conclude is his opinion; forihe snys, in
talkinig ‘of . his villages, that.an ordinary man and
woman can cultivate seven statutc.acres after they
have been brought into a proper state of pulverization.
Why.land pulverized is land labourcd.. But what will
the man and woman labour of ordinary land?—and
why:should- woinen be forced to -this severe toil, . for
which they are absolutely:iincapable, except: for a
short period.of their lives; and then but occasionally?
—and how does this cortcur with Mr, Owen’s. project
of all living in abundance, yet daily working onlya
fewhours? ‘The horse and ox are living machines;
and notwithstanding their Keeping, which is greater

than the board aud plothingof men, they are generally, - N '

as machines, cheaper in cultivating the land. i
- 'There are ¢xceptions. .The :spade is superior to
the plough in the rudest state, when. the labourer. is

destitate of capital to purchase.cven .an ass. .'The:

spade also must be used. in grounds interrupted with

rocks. But what s the progress?—the rocks are taken

away, and the cow and the ass (as. I have witnessed
in provinces of France from my first to -my last
acquaintance with that country) are. succeeded by
horses; and in time the women, who universally
Jaboured the earth, and arc now frequently occupied

‘in agriculture, will be relicved from that operose duty

to which Mr. Owen would, as an improvement, sub-
.je(‘:t the females of Great B‘ritai'n.f | Gardehs"'eiifé;', of
course, better cultivated by the spade. Old Lysons
was justified, in respect to the Battersca gardens, in

&9
oxclaiming, @O the incredible profi of digging” the
ground'!” I have also kitown' fields “in” the north of
Treland profitably dug: ‘but:then the linen trdde! was

s0 depressed: and 'onprofitable, “that" the [ooin ‘some?

times: scarcely_‘returned «the cost of the yarn: Buat
avo not these pitiful exceptions? " And yet Mr, Ricdrdo

and ‘M2 Broughany indirectly countenanced tlie' spade’ B

speculation, by expressing an ignorance of the:subject;
and voting for ‘the .investigation of ‘Mr. Owen’s plag
by a:committee of :thie House of Commons.: “Let

Mr. Playfair and Mr. Chambers insist that the spade’ -

shouldl'supersede the plough: “Let'Mr. Willis2' pro-
pose’ that commissioners and sub:commissioners’ be
appointed ;. that money be ‘raised; land takén- and
worked with the spade: Let Mr: Bayley propose &
court of guardians: and Mr. Heathfield3 reconimend
that gradations of paupers “ lie'formed, particularly
with a view to instruction and occupation in tlie use
of the spade.” * Is the spade a new instrument?. is it
little used? - We must conclude in ‘the affirmative,
or else all classes of the community are ignorant of
their -interest: ~ The spade—the  spade,” 74" oxagny
axuiprv Aeyosres. 1 know but of ong'instance of thé
spade being substituted for the plough: I speak of
theinhabitants of Berber. Yet Burckhardt, who reldtes
the fact, speaks most unfavourably of: the tillage of
that people: T

i, 1

' Month. Rev. vol, xi. p. 385, Environs of London, published
in 1792, o ' A

* Month, Magazine, 1820, p. 21; 1821 » . 227,

3 On Liquidating the Nationat Debt; p.75.°

e
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.1+ % Nor law they know, nor manneray nor thecato ;...
g Of iabourmg oxen, nor the shining ghare.” . ..

Ty 30743

.. 'The -next remedy proposed is. t:ow—keepmg. : It i
said , that the rich by ,inclosing commons deprived
many of: keeping.cows, who previously enjoyed that
advantage s : To nfake proper what was common is
a great 1mpr0vement.
effecting this change; the rich, as is their. custom,

seized the lion’s share; and thus-many poor men lost-

-their cows .on the:inclosuré - of :commons, ;- Whethet
regard forthe poor (which is returning, as Mr.Malthus’s
- heartless aiid headlesd doctrines ar¢ condemned;) ope
rated on a late occasron, I cannot sdy; but at & meets

ing at Chigwell, called :in respect to the propriety of

inclosing Epping Forest; the proposal was genetally
discountenanced, . [ . i

»+'To assist the poor: by providing them wnth cows;
was - partially - intended by Mr. Pitt’s bill2 on:the
poor;: which strange bill contained provisions for set-
ting -apart: pottionis of wastes, with consent of -thd
lords of manors, for schools of industry. - Mr, Arthur
Young 'was a strenuous advocate for-the cow-keeping
* planzihe who would not allow a weaver a potatoe-
garden, proposed: farms and cows for day-labouters.
Mr. Myers considers that éach poor man-should. have
a cow: which is actually.the .condition in Bjorke3;
“ there is a cow for every mouth.” The Society for
Bettering the Condition of the Poor,, in their gene-

R Annual Reglster, 1816. p 463. |
9. See Sir F, Eden, vol. iii. p- 318. -
f Clarke’s Scandinavia; p. 528, :

+Yeot I have no doubt but in
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rosityy affirm that: each ‘poor man should singly pos-
sess two. or threc. cows. . Should :we aftain: this
situntion, . the English might .adopt ' the' ‘epithet
Tyimilchi, which, according to Bede !, -our 'Saxori
ancestors . possessed 3 and - the country be called
Galageon, from a district in Beeotm‘-’ Whlch by thd
bounty of - the gotls flowed with milk, PSS

.-Somie economists have far transcended the fore-

| gomg puny. improvements, and - for. this: purpose

various estimates have: been submitted to the ‘public;
The whole area.of -England. and Wales: hasbeen
calculated to contain 34,.35,.36, and 37, millions
of acres, - Mr. Brown estimates the ‘acres pro'dueing
grain in’ Great Britain at eight millions, ‘each: acie
producing thres quarters.: . Mr. Spenice. estimated the
waste lands of Great Britain at 20 millions of acres:
and Mr. Banfell, from the agricultural: returns,. cont
cluded. that one-third of the surface.capable of. culti-
vation was untouched. . So much land being capable
of - cultivation, it was concluded that it should 'be
forthwith submitted to tillage. .. For this purpose,: it
was proposed that a Board of men of property, ‘with
a treasury in each county, should: purchese all: the
wasteJand, and subject it to cultivation, .. <. i« ;i
Ireland was connected in these rare speculations of
extending the dominion of Ceres. Indeed, Plato never
contemplated the cultivation of the: earth:to such
extent, when he advised that the most barren land
should' be_ employed for sepulture. Mr. Edgeworth -

—

' Do Ratione Temporis, c. xix, L, Dict. vol. if, p. 726;
¢ Plutarch, Moralia, p. 625.
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estimated the!pedt soil in Ireland at thico willions of
acies:—the Commissioners. for bogs state tho:arhount.
at: 2,830,000 :acres. . In 1820 ‘a Report was made:
by a Committeé of the Dublin Socicty, the residuary
legatee of the. wisdoni:and purity of' the Irish Par-
liament, : This-committes disclaim theory, and.affirm
that their opinions are founded on the wnguestionable
testimoniy of noblemen and gentlemen; who ave lauded
for: the: information . they gave :—It is this; “that
every descrlptlon of bog is capablo of being reclaimed
and converted into profitable land, which would ade-
quately; nay liberally, remunerate the outlay of the
capital . nccessary . to accomplish that . objeet,” : &cv
Then, with the happicst :self-satisfaction,: they add;
“ Your committee congratulate the society and:-the
country at-large: on' this satisfactory result of:their

labours”~asserting that: the two hundred millions

eéxpended by Great Britain on foreign. grain: could
have been furnished by Ireland, had -her bogs: been
judiciously improved .. Wonderful! But who shall
bie the cultivators of this mighty space?r—Probably-the
descendants of the firl-bolgs, men of the caves who

were childrén of Nimrod... These shail turn the peat -

bogs mto arable, and ralse up- wheat for the Brltlsh
‘empire,

. ¢ What's 'come of tlny' men, thou Gordin so gay? -
. 1.:They're in the bogs of Dunkirtie mowing‘ of hay.” -,

N Tlus may alarm Mr. Ticardo, who attnbutcd the low price
of corn principally to the great |mportat|ons from Ireland.
"April 10, 1821, - And yet the export of grain from Ireland to
England in fiftcen ycars amounted unly to 12,30},000 quarlers
of grain. !
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'This Commissioir’and Reportare a com'pbunil of
blundering” and jobbing, . T'lie commission avas ‘got
up by one who has been praised for his regard to the
lllluge .of Ircland, yet whose capacity was confined
to- place-making and . plodlguhl,y The expense
of bringing one acre of bog inte cultivation would
purchase .an ‘acre of tolerable land. . Besides, bog
reclaimed requires: frequent. repair; . and moreover,
bog or moss: or peat-—call. it -as they may--has not
basis- o staple to pr oduce a mnglc gl ain of to]erable
wheat, -~ .. SRR T

i Having used all cn(leavouls to make the land pro-
ductive, many have .extended : the design to the sea:
Who has not-'heard of the impiovement: of the fish=
erics as ‘e means*of relieving the poor? . This s an
old project rivived, «In James the First’s reign 'the
herring-fishery was expected mainly. to- relieve -the
poor.- So in Charles: the Second’s it was. insisted
that the fishing-trade -would completely:set zke poor
to work; and-it wasi proposed in 1673 to, establish
fislicries, in-order to ‘set the poor to work?2... All
these speculations were derived from the practice of
Holland, whose fisheries about this period furnished
food to half a million of people3. But Holland and

! The bounty on land earriage fostered by him was proposed
28 an encouragement to agriculture. Lord Macartney gave his
gpinion, that it was intended by it to diminish the revenue of the
Crown and weaken the Government, and thus increase the con-
sequence of Parliament, Works, vol. ii. p. 138,

- * Harleian Mlscellany, vol, viii. p. 60. See also another pro-
ject, Ibid. vol. vii. p. 841.
* De Wity’s True Intevest of Holland, palt i. ¢ 9
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England wore very different, and in nono more than

in the governments of the two countrics, Yot Sir W,
Templel, & name déar to philosophy and frecdom,
was: so beguiled with the produce of fishing, among
the thrifty busy republicans of the United Provinces,
that he proposed the fishing trade to Ireland—tho
abject and tormented slave of Great' Britain—in
order to serve Ircland, a country of which he ob-
serves; * The largeness and plenty of food and
scarcity of people, all things necessary to life are so
cheap, that an industrious man by two days’ labour
may gain enough to feed him the rest of the week?,"
&c. Yet in Ireland where he also says, beef is a
drug3, he suggests that four companies should .be
instituted, to improve the fishing-trade. The same
fishing scheme is every lustrum sevived among the
“ameliorating projécts for Ireland,  Whether Mr.
Shultes’ extends his views to Ireland, I do not recol-
lect; but he is very sanguine in its effects in Great
Britain, not less than that it will extinguish the poor
#ates: and as an assurance of his sagacity, he insists
it should be undertaken in the name of Government*.
Mr! Frazer, however, has taken Ireland, in respect
to the fishing scheme, under his immediate protec.
tion; and he proposes both to improve its fisheries,
and cultivate its bogs; which, he says, would make
Iréland “the envy of the world.” - Poor kreland!
whose prospective opulence is confined to the schierites
of projectors! -

¢ Ibid. vol. i. p, 61,
4 page 78.

' Works, vol. ii. p. 217,
3 vol, i, p. 114 and 119.
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CHAPTER IL .

Re nedies, to increase the price of grain-=to' exclude the énfi:iji'qf
' foreign grain-—increasod prices—increased expendilure—to niake
raudsto build churches. A S

HITHERTO the whole scope of reasoning,and spe-
culation was to increase produce, and ensure. abund-
ance, But now, as the evil is inverted, .and the

desideratum of course is, to limit the excess of all

things, the plethora being universal,—the fivst of the
stinting projects is to obstruct and fipally prohibit
thg commerge of corn inwards,~Though various
impertinent and contradictory practices were not un-
kngwn in this country, the more general object, here
and elsewhere, was to secure plenty at home by:pre-
‘f@-t.i“g a diminution of the existing stock by expcni':ﬂ

~ tation.. Then export was allowed at certain prices;

and, to thig was added a bounty on export. Mr, Mal-

thus? gdmires, thig policy. Adam Smith, with his

usual sagacity, condemned it. Indeed the only toles

rable, reason assigned for feeding strangers more-
chenply by our corn than our own people, is given by

the Mayquess: de Casaux-—that the bounty was some

indemnity to, agriculturists, in respect to the mono-

polies granted. to tradesmen and merchants, This

was a consistency in error—multiplying evils instead

of ending them.

P—
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' Principles of Population, vol. ii, p. 160.
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Some begin the extreme paupcusm of England, as
they express themselves?, with the yoar 1773, when
the corn laws were repealed, and, a duty of sixpence
the quarter only was laid on the importation of fo-
reign, corn.. - Tt.may be said, -except for a few shoit
intervals, .the trade in corn. was free from 1773 to
1814. ‘Then, instead of a bounty on exported corn,
its import was controlled. The difficulty increased
~ with the reduction of the circulating medium, till on
thc return to cash payments the original sum of 80s.
actually ‘amounted 10'96s., such being tho difference
of the cunency of the two perlods. By the law of
last session ' the import- price was furthcr enhnnccd
Yeét still certain legislators and colloquists 2. propose

that dutics should be laid on all ngnculturnl produce,,

in “ordér’ that Eng,hsh proprietors may ' e relicved:
from all’ compcutmn from - foréign’ growers 'What
landidrds and farimers cdn desire beyond S

of the market, is ummagmable, for 80s. the quar ter,

in the state of the currency and of the world, amounts
to a famine price: if this ‘docs not satlsfy them; they'

deswn tb starve tiie people, in-order in’ their \usdom
and’ humamty to uphold ' vents, tithies, and tixes.
Happy- expedients, - truly," for- relieving * the genelal
distress! It was said - that 1720 was a year of pro-
jects; but surely the present ‘deserves that title: and
it may be remarked, that there was in 1720 -a-scire
Sfacias issted?, which dissipated thesé'delusions, This

i

t.

t Morning Chronicle, Nov. 23, 1819,
% Mr. Pinsent’s Conversations on Political Economy, &c.
' Anderson’s Commerce, vol. iii, p, 843, - -

monopoly'
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was a quick'retiedy.  But what process can cure the
cxlsun}, infatuation? for the evil complained of is the
superabundance of all things! and ruinously low przccs,
to uso the expression of the Agricultural Committee in
1821, Fornierly the lament ivas the high prlce of
provisions, To ‘countervail which, the empirics. of
that day (one of wlioii is styled the author of the
“ Dignity of Human Nature!”) adviséd a Provision
Society, another patronized a Board of Plenty®. But
now the reunion of Boards and Socicties recommend,

and have effected through our wise parliament of
kma, lords'and commons, a starving statute: -

;" In aid of the new code, intended to raise the: ‘price
of the prime necessary of life to double its plesent
price in Britain, and treble its price in F rance, it is
further proposed that much of the ‘public money
should be expended in public works; for Mr. Barmg3
Mr. Ricardo4, and Mr. Malthuss, insist'on the un-
bounded wealth anil the imniense increase of capital
(Iurmg the war, This may be so; and yet, without
noticing the expense during the first period of hosti-
lities, the extraordinary war expenditure for the-last
twenty.three’ years amounted annually. to about forty-
seven millions; and in the ‘concluding four years ‘of
the war the money raised (lncludmg the sinking- fund)

.....

reached the enormous amount of 486,065,000/, Yet

‘neither the .mon_lc(l .gentlemen, Messrs. Barmg and

——— . ,\7',"_:- _‘[

1 Motith, Rtev. 0. S. vol, xxxv. P 14-:. B

? Ibid. voL xxxvi,'p, 488. - Lo

* Speech, Morning Chronicle, May 9,.1820. . -
*~ 4+ Political Ecbnomy, &e. second édit. fi. 170.

* Principles of Political Economy, p. 421.

1
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Ricardo, nor the professor of political economy,
Mr. Malthus, ave agreed in the mode of this pro-
digious enrichment during a war which exhausted
the yearly rental of the land in its maintenance—
Mr, Baring referring this miracle to what he calls a
monopoly ‘of the trade of the world—Mr. Ricardo
to private saving!, and Mr. Malthus2 to high profits,
economy, and nuluslry. "They are still more at va-
riance.in respect to the causes of the present distress;
Mr. Baring attributing the derangement to a return
to cash payments—a measure advocated by Mr. Ri-
cardo, and which he says could not have depreciated
prices more than the difference between paper- and
gold, which was not more than two per cent.3; though
he has since admitted the fall to be ten per cent.
The fact is, that the war altercd, dispersed, revolu-
_tionized property: the monied interest has become
actually or indirectly the landed interest; as at Rome,
the debts incurred by incessant hostility transferred,
the acres to the money-chungers :—in trulh, the Iaml

1, Speech in March 1821,

. .2 It is the only cause which seems capable of accounting for
the prodigious accumulation among individuals, which must
have taken place in this country during the last war, and “lnch
left-us with a greatly increased capital, notwithstanding tho vast
annual destruction of stock for so long a period,” p.202, The
only cause, according to the context, is triple; namely, # lngh
profits, economy, and industry.”

3 Lord.Dacre said at the Hertford meeting, that Mr. Ihcardo
had told him in the House, that the depreciation in value of
landed property after the return to cash payments never could
vary more than the relative prite of gold had varied, that is, two
per cent. ’

i I
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lord is the tennnt of the fund-holder, whose agents
are the tax-gatherer ‘and the Lords of the lleasmy
DBut more of this hereafter. |

- Some, pursuing the opinion of the productiveness
of the way, consider the immediate cause of the di-
stress the reduction of taxation. Mr. Gray, in a
work entitled the * Huppiness of States,” also ad-
mires the pnoducuveness of the war; and he estimates
the:national debt a copious source of wealth!, and
productive of nearly fifteen per ceit. of the whole
national income. . On such premises he laiments con-
secutively the halt to the expenditure of Government,
reputing it the primary source of all our woe.

Hence this judicious person adviscs a:large expen-
diture. - In this spirit Sir John Sinclair proposed. the
embankment of Lancaster sands, and to lay out three
millions on_a great road to Scotland. . Mr, Fi ‘razer
advises that a parlinmentary grant be made for re-
pairing roads and formmg new lines, building bridges,
and enlarging harbours in England, Ireland,. &c..on
a large scale.  Mr. Burns?, on the contrary, consi-
ders the increase and extension of public works as

the great cause of deteriorating the .morals. of the
‘people.

But the sublimest project of this kind was the e re-
commendation of building churches: and what ‘adds

tothe peculiarity of the proposal is, that it onglnat ed

\\'ll’h the L(]ln[').g_l'g]l Rewew which indeed sometimes
repays the hberal hints in the Quarterly Review by
ﬂash articles_ in favour of Church and State. It is

——

1 pngo.GSQ. * Hist, Disq. &e, p. 241,

1 2
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said, indeed, that the author of the article composed
astronomical sermons.  Probably. Yet it is certain
that in the l’ebhﬂz_lrx_ljgg_l_llegpfr_l_&lls_!, that journal
strenuously reconnnends the erection of churches as
& remedy for pauperism. How a million of the na-
tional revenue expended in building churches could
relieve paupers, is only conceivable on the Laurcate’s
principles of political economy.
The business from its concoction (to use a con-
ceited term) to its completion is most cuvious. When
Mr. Vansittart was asked by Mr, Gipps respecting
his intention on church building, he declined making
any proposal to parliament on this point, “on account
of the existing state.of our finances.” Yet in the
subsequent year, when the country was more griev-
ously distressed, he proposed to parliament the ex-
penditure of a million for this very purpose.
Supposing that the benefit to be derived from
additional churches did not regard the occupation of
Jabourers in their ercction, but as adding to the accom-
‘modation of the people religiously disposed j—still it
is to be ascertained whether more places of worship
be wanted for those of the Protestant faith. -That
they are not wanted, we might conclude from their
ot being built: ~ Zeal never wanted supplies. Greceks
and Armenians in Turkey?, dissenters in England,
can always command a house of assembly, though

1 page 277. . :
* 2 They frequently build churches with precipitate activity,
lest the permission of the Porte should be withdrawn, Van Eg-
mont’s Travels, vol, i. p. 203. ' ok
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they are considerably poorer than the members of
the Establishment.  Then why should not the opu-
lent members of the favoured creed raise receptacles
for themselves from their own funds? They are not
wanted, or Protestants want zeal. How does this

appear? There were fourteen churches built by

private subscription in Liverpool : besides, proprictary
chapels are numerous, St. Pancras had only one
church, but it possessed three chapels, and thesc
were well attended, Why?  Because it is the interest
of the proprictors that preachers of ability minister

in them.  DBut this, which is good for religion, is bad

for the Iistablishinent. '

On what grounds, then, is it asserted that the
churches are not commensurate to the people? A
comparative calculation, indeed, was made of the
population of the number of persons which the
churches could contain, and thence it was concluded’
the people want accommodation. But the majority
of the people do not go to church. Many even of
the Protestant religion are repelled, in consequence
of Jaw processes and bickerings about tithes, from
associating in public devotion in the parish church.

~ Many abstain from church on account of the negli-

gent ministration of the service.  What must be the
consequence, when to about eleven thousand chuiches’
the resident incumbents are only 4421! that is, nearly
two-thirds of the beneficed clergy receive their salaries
without affording a pretext of executing their duty to
their parishioners; and of those who do officiate,
many seem to consider their business a tedious for-
mality, as Lord Redesdale declared in the House of
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Lords, much to the discomfiture of llis Grace of
Canterbury, .
- Suppose, however, that every minister of the esta-

blished religion did fec! at all times, as they professed, -

the call of the Holy Ghost; that they were all resi-

dent—all conscientious in dischuiging their spiritual

functions,—How few of the people are of the Pra-
testant persuasion actually and heartily! and this.
secession daily increases, und must increuse. 1f to
the eighty churches of Loidon, cighty were added,
and these were reserved cutively for the people’,

instead of an inconsiderable space in them, the scpa-

ration from the Established Church would continue;
for, constituted as the monarchy is, these churches
would be used not for God's Lut man’s service®.
What the celebrated Dr. Skelteu said of ‘Primate
Robinson, : ““Aye, he builds fine -churches, but le
cares not who he puts into them,” is equally appli-
cable to church-building in our luppy constitution of

Ciwrch and State. Some -think that to build churches.

"1 It is proposed to build 85 churches, which it is calculated
will afford sittings to 144,190 persons; “one-third of these to be
frec scats, or approprinted tw the use of the poor: each seaty
according to the sum to be expended, will cost about scven
pounds cight shillings. . }

2 This iz in the language of Bubb' Doddington Lord Melcombe,
«t offering boroughs for nothing, when they arc a commodity so

particularly marketable,” meaning getting a place for them. He'

told the Duke of Newcastle, that in clections those that would
take moncy he would pay, and those that would not take money
he (the Duke) must pay. e adds, I recommended two parsons

of Bridgewater and Weymouth, Boroughs and Franklin, who

were of course advanced in the Church,
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must magically arrest the fall of a declining domi-
nation; as in ‘the darker ages of Chuistianity their
crection was supposed to sanctify their prostitute
founders, Churches and religion have no necessary
conncction: it is questionable if churches existed
when Domesday Book was composed; at least no
churches are mentioned in any of the districts detailed
in that survey. Christianity had no temples for cen-
turies, and itinerancy and field-preaching have more
than once triumphed over mighty establishients.
Churches do not teach. Dubois' says, “lhere is
not perhaps in the whole world a land in which
buildings destined for religious uses are so numerous
as in India,” &c. How are the Indians benefited by
their multiplicity? Or, to come nearer to our own
aftairs, How were the people of Aquila? improved or
relieved by their one hundred and eleven churches?
or Madrid, which has more churches and religious
foundations than any city of its size in Europe3
except Rome? or Rome, which is called the city of
churches? Churches will not reduce the poor rates,
or diminish paupers, by their moral influence, if this
be the object of their erection; and as they are raised
by taxation and multiply the clergy, they tend to
aggravate the distress of the people. The Edinburgh
Reviewer, however, seriously recommended the build-
ing of churches as a remedy against the increase of

! page 393. ¢ Scipibne Mazzella, p. 254,

3 With this limitation, Lampedusa has the prerogative, Van ~
Egmont says, the island contained one inhabitant, who had raised
an altar and read mass before a statue of the Virgin Mary.—
Travels, vol. i. p. 63. .
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-paupiers, and the call was heard .to the amount of

ou¢ illion: and. the Quarterly: Review ! in a late
Nuinber adds, “that a plam and mtclllglblc pollcy
will require many repetitions of the grant,”  Yet in
1547 % many churches were pulled down-in York,
expressly in order to rclieve the poor,  Such, how-
ever, is tho. triumph of the allinnce of Church-and
State,—to enrich the Church and tax the poor are to
relieve the people. The sarcasm of Protarchusd is
stronger now thanever,—*Happy are the stones which
rear the aitar, because they are honomcd while those
of the same sort are th(lllLll on.” . .

CHAPTER 1L -

Mr. Malthus's remedy—his eulogium on the idle ronsumers-—tﬁe&r
services necessar, J y {0 socicly J, according to his newest dad rine.

NOW, thoubh to e\pcnd the public funds on.wor ks
not necessary, be a preposterous course to relieve

. ¥ Quar, Rev. No. liv. p. 310. 'The Reviewer thea makesa long
quotauon from Mr. Southey In praise of the expenditure and
prospenty during the war, and the bencfit of taking throug,h
taxation the moriey of the people’and expending it for thein by
Government.  The Reviewer superadds, that the Goverminent
exhibits a culpuble facility in yielding to the popular claim for

" every kind of retrenchment,

* ¢ The superfluous churches shall be pulled down, townrds

_ the reparation and enlargement of the other churches, or of the

bl‘ldgcs of the said city, and the relief of the poor.” Anderson's
Comumeree, vol. ii. p. 107, ‘

3 Avistot, de Nat. Auscult, lib. i, c. vi. P-. 3‘3(?.
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distress océasioned principally by ‘waste .dnd taxd-
tion, yet hus Mr. Malthus imnproved- on this' pl‘OJBCt’
and if he formnerly obtained an ovation for proving
that England ;suflered from excess of *people :and
want of food, he carries off, without competition, - the
greater triumph by demonstrating that all. our .em-
bariassments proceed from' superfluous. subsisience?”
'I'his, obviously, contradicts his reiterated. dogma in
his Essay on Populatlon. Mr, Malthus started &
plnlosopher, avowedly, in consequence of reading ‘d
crotchet in a celebrated writer. In the first and se-
cond cditions- of his work, he allowed na check to
population but vice and misery. He then began to
fear that this doctrine was not sufficiently respectful
to the Author of atl,- On this surmise,—for he. does
not seem to have improved from a philosoph‘ical'spirit'
~—he superadded moral restraint.. His "words are,
« The chief reason why I allowed myself to suppose
the universal prevalence of this was,. that I might en.
deavour: to remove any imputation’ on the goodness
of the Deity.” How any man,—I do not speak of
one who had written volume aiter yolume on popu-
lation,—but how any ordinary thinker could exclude
moral restraint from the procreatton of human beings;
is marvellous. I have mentioned in my Populauon
of Nations” various facts', including whole nations,
which illustrate the extent and intensity of the feeling.

—

B subjoin a few others. In Sumatra, when a woman is found
with child before marriage, her father- is fined forty dollars,
Matsden—The Tartars of Dagesten do not permit any one to
marry who las not planted an hundred fruit-trees. Hist. Gen,
des Tartares, p. $13.~In Tuscany marriage is confined to the -
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And 1ask, What rules public opinion and stops uni.
versal intercourse, when passion prompts, but a re-
gard to consequences?. Yet Mr. Malthus has been
reputed a profound investigator of causes, and a
comprehensive and an original thinker. 1lis ‘pre.
tensions to originality rest on his proofs, that without
food. men, will not breed ! ; a position surely not first

recognised in the 19th century, 1t has been assumed

by various writers, ancient and modern, from Plato to
Herrénschwand? and David Young?2 of Perth. e

eldest; L'ainé de la_famille se marie, &c. Sirmonde, Agriculture
"Toscane, p. 101.—A wife so young or so old as not to have her
courses, is supposed by the Mahometan code to excite greater
desire, * as the husband can indulge his carnal appetite with such
a wife without any apprehension of her preducing children, the
support of whom might fall upon him,” &c. Hedaya, vol. i.
p. 206. The aila probably regarded that consequence, ibid.
p. 206 ct seq. Children are suckled for two years, ibid. p. 189
et seq. So respecting the Montenegrins, who do not cohabit.

with their wives while they suckle their children, Ann, Regist,

1788, p.15.

" 1 « The importance of the great law of nature, under which
the want of food is every where found to be the grand obstacle
to the multiplication of the species, was first duly appreciated
by Mr, Malthus,” David Buchanan Enc, Britannica, * Emigra.
tion.” Mr. Ricardo also glorified the Essay on Population, in
his Essay, p.549. He has every reason, since Mr, Melthus's

‘Principles of Political Economy, to correct that opmlon

3 Month, Rev. vol. Ixxvi. p. 97, -

s « Now as the population of a country can only increase in
the proportion of the menans of subsistence,” &e. in Month, Rev.
vol. Ixxxi. p. 22, Ol Series. A late writer is more an inventor
than Mr, Malthus, who says, ¢ The growth of population is in
manner regulated by the amount of subsistence,” &c¢, Iaven-
stonc on Population, &c. p. 129, :

.!‘,i
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has ulso been praised.for proving that if men.are mul-
tiplied, subsistence not increasing accordingly, they

“must be wretched,  Sir James Stevart® had -said, in

that case * multiplication would be misery:” and he
went further than My, Malthus; for he - insisted, and
Sirmonde follows him, that a parish priest was -war-
ranted it not marrying individuals who -had not ‘a
reasonable prospect of providing for their children®;
Mr. Malthus, I admit, has shown a peculiar ge-
pivs in his- geometrical and arithmetical ratios, of
which he is so fond, that even in his Principles of Po-
litical Economy3, he says, A geometrically increas-
ing pair, would now have filled every yard: of our
carth, and all the planets of our .solar system ; and
not only those, but all the planets revolving round the
stars,” &c. -Verily, breeding in Mr. Malthus’s calcu:
lation surpasses the miraculous penny of Dr. Price,
out of -which he made E,olden the -earth and many
stars. . S

Mv, Malthus Saw all sorts of horrors in population.
Even in this he is not original4. And observe, he
never cast a stray thought on the evils of a thinly
peopled country. Yet to the want of population; the
insalubrity of different parts of the Roman territory?,

BRI Vol i p.79. e howcver said, ¢ that’ multiplication IS

the efficient cause of agriculture,” vol. i. p. 114,
© v Ibid, p. 71 © 3 p. 227 et seq,

+ Signore Giuliani was just in the same fright, and, like his
successor, considered wars as necessary to keep the population
within bounds, Saggio Politico sopra le Vicissitudine inevitabile
della Societa civile.

* Iidin, Rev. March 1817, p. 50. So Bell says of another




) MY N
pr———— — " " T ———— ey
=2 N ] e T e ey " a "
MR e T PP T
v - r T . R . - T !

p) Lo, g - .
i T e

T

i
l

A e T T
3~ = s e

.
e - .“ "y = ‘IL - N
et L0 T

N
I PP RO

C TP LA e

o { et

Pt

p ., DI d Tl it LA

o i e o . el T ¢
.

- e R

oy TR

R T

e ey (e T Aty pg—

108

once so- populgus, ‘is attributed.  People purify the
air and earth 1, while a declining population increases
the ‘unhealthiness of both; and a destitution of peo-
ple renders unhealthy tracts pestiléntial.

- No wohder-that Mr. Malthus, whose humble fol-
lowers honour him as the Scholastics did the subtle,
the singular, the irrefragable, and the angelic doctors,
should dread any increase of people, for such in his

dialect means an increase of wretchedness. Yet

this writer, absurd ‘and inconisistent, glorifics the good-
nessof the Deity, while, in a score of places, he in-
sists on the gencral pressure of population oi tho
means of subsistence, and that this pressure is con-
stant-and universal. - In short, he seems to consider
that mankind are and have been afflicted with what
the' Syracusans called the hungry diseas¢. . Yet, not-
withstanding this incessant din in his ¢ Principles’ of
Population”? of the pressure of population against

. the means of subsistence®, that is, the excess of peo-

part of the world, « There is no want of any thing but people
to cultivate a fruitful soil, well watered by many of the noblest
riversin the world, and these stored with a variety of such fine
fish as are scldom found in other countries.. As to fine wouds
furnished with'all sorts of game and wild fowl, no country can
exceed it Pinkerton, vol, vii. p. 431 |
.1 I refer the reader to the beginning of the second book of
Machiavel's History, for some views of population which never
occurred to his philosophy. , ‘ SRR
¢ | know nothing like this grecdiness of mankind in his Po-
pulation, .except the Tartarian lamb mentioned by Bell, He
gays, some_believed that the Tartarian lamb partook of the
natures of a vegetable and an animal ; and that this plant fed on
all grass and growing things which surrounded it.  Pinkerton's
Travels, vol. vii. p. 284,

g SRR,
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ple i vespect to their food,—in his- lust: work. (it
might be called . posthumous), he, in malice to. his
admirers, and determined on self-destiuction, declares
«q fertile soil, and an ingenious people,.cannot enly
sapport- @ considerable - proportion .of unproductive
consumers :without injury, but may. absolutely require
such a body of demanders in order to "give; effect to
their. powers.of production ).” = Then were those. jus-
tilied who petitioned against coaches.and caravans in
1673%, because, said they, before . those were cust
tomary, five times. as many, horses and attendants
were requisite for the same number. of persons,:: and
how excellent are the Asiatic to the European armies
In India warfare; a field-officer 3 has forty attendants,
a captaiu. twenty, and-a subaltern ten.. Mr, Malthus
continues in the same strain : ¢ The prbductiv.e classes
have the power of consuming all that they produce;
but it is found, by experience, that though thoy may
have the power, there is not the will, and.it is-to
supply this will, that a body of unproductive con-

~ 1 Principles of Political Economy, p. 464.

- % « First, every passenger that now travels in a coach would .

have one horse at least, and many of them one, two, or three
servants with them, who now ride sneaking. about without any
attendants at all; whereby, in all probability, according to mo-
derate computation, there would be at least forty or fifty horses
upon the road instead of nine or ten that draw the coach or
caravan " —in 1673.. Harleian Miscellany, vol. viii, p. 36. .
3 Field officers, including those who have charge of their

haggage, cannot have less than forty, captains twenty, and -

subalterns ten servants, &c. in a campaign in India. . Diroi's
Narrative of the Campaign in India. :

i
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sumers is necessaryl.” These doughty proposilions
he has wpeated as frequently in the last composition,
as their contraries in the former on Population®,- In
that he'said Produce, hesays in this Consume—and
these lucubrations also he will of course prove conso-
nant to the Goodness of the Deity and- scriptural
withal,- though man is ordered to earn his bread by
the sweat of his brow. Yet many idlers are neces-
sary, merely to increase the occupation of mankind,
‘Thus do the strangest crrors not only die and . revive,
but ‘flourish ‘at the same time on the same stock,
This:admiration of idlers, and thé¢ir advancement to
the rank -of national benefactors, is nota casual ob-

-~ gervation, I have said he states it repeatedly, and

in different ways, as follows: ‘ With regard to these
latter (the unproductive) classes;” such:as statesmen,
soldiers, sailors, and those who live upon the interest

~ of tlic national debt, .it cannot be denied that they

contribute powerfully to- distribution and demand;

- they frequently occasion a division of property more

favourable to the progress of wealth, than would other-
wise have taken-place: they ensure that consumption
which is necessary to give the proper stimulus to pro-

“duction; and the desire to pay a tal, and yet enjoy the

same means of gratification, must often operate 10
excite the excrtions of industry quite as eﬂ'ectually as

the desire to pay a lawyer or a physician 3.” Thus

taxatibn 18 good : but idle consumers, the fruges ‘col}.

! Prmcnples of Political Economy, p. 489 sec also ™ 392
¢ Ibid. pp. 355. 463." -3 Tbid, p. 180; see also p. 427..
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sumere nati, ave better,  What excellent helpers in
our plethoric state would be Nicholas Wood® and
the glutton Domery ! they were great consumers, If
this doctrine be true, then are wire-worms and locusts,

“and the turnip-fly, and vermin of all kmds, most be-

neficial. Read another passage: ¢ As, from the nature
of population, an increase- of labourers cannot be
brought into the market, in consequence of a parti-
cular demand, till the -lapse of sixteen or eighteen
years, and the conversion of revenue into capital
may take place much move rapidly, a country is always
liable'to an increase of the funds for the maintenance
of labour, faster than the increase of populations,”
&c. -Yet this is the very man who repeated, like the
burthen of a ditty, that population was alw ays pressmg
against the means of subsistence,

-~ Most glorious philosopher, who taught the world,
a wondering world, that, let men -do as they would,
they might breed geometric'ally, but could only pro-
duce food. arithmetically! This was your theme

through five editions, and now precipitated per se;

you invert the conclusion, and declare that men can-
not consume the produce- of their industry, unless
assisted by a retinue of ravening idlers.

. 1 Nicholas Waod could eat two loins of mutton as if they

were three sprats. Domery’s feats exceed this. See Ann.

Register, 1800, p. 965.
“* p, 857,
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.+ CHAPTER 1V,

" Vain remedy for our distress—foreign colonization,
e FR ! . . { . :
IT. was. once, the national law ! to vestrict emigra-
tion?; -and many laws in England forbid: an- un-
licenscd departure. - Laws also were enacted to. ob-

* strupt the passage’ of the. people abroad, under the

colour,of regulating passengers and tonnage ; and so
unfiiendly were our politicians and colonists to ex-
patriation 3, that,Sir William Petty 4 wished ¢ that
the people-of New England should be transplanted
into Old England according to proposals of their own
made within -this. twenty years.””. However, the in-
dustrious and ingenious, oth English and, Scotch,
have lately been soliciied by a free passage, and.lands
and implements of . husbandry, to quit their own
country, superabounding in manufactures, grain, and
surplus produce of all kinds, and settle:in Canada.
Observe, too, that this bounty on expatriation occurred
after eleven thousand nine hundied and . seventy-six
British and Irish had arrived at the United States in
one year ; after the emigration had increased in 1819;
moreover, though in 1819 five thousand eight hun-
‘dred and eighty-one persons sailed from the single

..t Martens, Droit Publique, tome i, p. 99, :

s 95 Geo. 3. ¢.17, 81. Do. c¢.23. Men lave heen in' the
year 1822 prosecuted under these acts. TR

3 The republican spirits were detained in England in Charles
the Tirst’s time, though prepared to abandon the country.

* p. 269.
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poit of Belfast: in short; when twenty.seven thousand
Eiiglish and Irish -arrived at New York; and-twelve
thousand at Quebee. Under these circuinstances; the
Monthly Review ! also asked if parishes. would not
be justified in advancing sums to transfer those - who
would be burthens to the parish, to ourcolonies! in
the. United States: and the Quar'terly' Review®: of
the same month and year affirmed, that it:would
be better for us ‘and our colonies to send the poor to
them, at ten timés the expense, than to transport théim

as criminals to Botany Bay. I
+ This project of colonizing Canada was soon aban-
doned: and Mr. Goulburn, in the name of tlie Colonial
Ofice, declared,i ¢ that His' Majesty’s Government
have censed to give'any encouragement to individuals
desirous: of proceeding as- settlers’ to' His Majesty’s
colonies "abroad.”  Mr, Vansittart 3 also’ declared
that the-North American provinces of Great  Britain
wéte overloaded with emigrants, - Mr, Vansiitart theri

-wished to turnthe tide of emigration’ to'the Cape of

Good: Hope; and in 1819, one year after Mr.:Goul-
burn's' stateinent,. he ‘proposed to parliament d vote
of- 50,000/, for executing schemes of transplanting
the:people of Great' Britain to the Cape, -a region by

the scribes of Government represented an ulterior

Pf.tradise; yet which, since .the' money has™ been” ¢b-
tained'and thé people transplanted, is called a bleak
.._‘ oy R O MR S BRI

"-.-! R h H

? Quart. Rev, Dec, 1820, p. 257.
s Morrning" Chronicle, April 29; 1820." :
1
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gnd barten promontory. The Quarterly Ré_vipw‘L iy
now disposed to wmoderato the disposition toul'ards th'é
Cape, and ta mave to: Van:Diémen’s I;;a‘nd:‘,f & pords
dise unpavadised : yet here again this outlet is clieoked
by the Colonial Ofiice requiring that  settlers in th}i
land shauld possess at least 500/ capital, - Yet this
js-not the end of ministerial wavering, circling, and
contradictions. . .. - .o L
. When the American colonies would not be taxed(as
arg.the bulk-of . the British and Irish) without- repre-
sentation, and they had hecome freo, colonies ‘were

¥

dreadfnl remembrances. Then British sybjects were.

disallowed from having any permaiient establishment
inJndia, The English went Eastward, to return rapidly
rich.; and;so late as -Lord Mornington’s administra-

tion, no. Englishman was allowed to remain in Oude

wha was not a servant of. the Govérnmnent3, :Time
hrought forgetfulness ; and it has been Iately 's.eri'ously
praposed to colorize .India, in order to relteye Ep'-
gland 4 The Quarterly. Review. particularly def:]are.s,
that. if- populatian increases as it has dope, it. will
soon he right ta encourage emigration by a-bounty,
and, India is marked. as a. fit:receptacle for-the.su.
i)qrﬂuitj ;=—to be suva Mrs. Graham § propqses,that

Ry Quaﬂ; Rev. QCtObe 1820, M 374'. S . o
¢ Itig indispensahle, according to the notice fram the Colonisl
Office, that a capital of 500/, should be possessed by any one
permitted to settle in Van Diemen’s Land, or in New South Wales,
Quart, Rev. vol, lii. p. 99, o
s Mill’s British India, vol, ii. p, 482.
+ April 1814, p. 252. ¥ India, p. 128,
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the half-cast children should be exported:frot India:
to Britain, | Whether we:shall ever éolonize Tnidia; ‘6r
whether the English will:bo allowed ‘to remain in‘that
country, is questipnable :—but-we have bégyiv with ‘the
Cape,: which some with a felicity of language call the
balfway house to India, -~ - . oo
. I am far-from condemning colonization’; but I'ob:

. jectto it as undertaken by Government to reliéve En:

gland of a supposed dxcess of its people.” Coloniza-
tion is at best & ventare. 400,000/ were: réi"s_éd" to
establish- a" colony at Darien', and a second’ and ‘o
third recruit:of men ‘and provisions ‘were - added ;
and all failed®. In 1783,. 50,000/ were expended
on the journey and: houses for one thousand:eni-
grants from . Geneva, who were settled at thie’ ¢on:
fluence.of - the rivers Barrow and Suir in" the county
of Waterford 3, T'his scheme did not'succeéd ¢ dnd it
iust have failed had ‘the people been settled intIre?
land; for this colony was inténded to introduce rivanu-
factures into Ireland, at 4 time wlien the ** commercial
propositions ” were introduced-into the Irish parlia-

-ment,~—a measure only less fatal to the manfactares

of -that country, than'the destruction of the woolleir

trade jn-William’s -reign, and the ruin of all inahu-
The colony of Sierra- Leones, ‘towards -which

240,000, - were originally subscribed,’ has repedtedly

PR

Busnet, vol. fii. p. 300, ¢ Ibid. p.324. -
Ann, Reg. 1783, pp. 202 and 352, '
Even the linen trade has declined.
Ann, Reg. 1798, p. 237..
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suffered the greatest distress. 'The colony of Swiss,
principally from Fribourg, of two thousand individuals
to the DBrazils, has expericnced various calamities:
The colony to the Cape of Good Hope, alrcady men+
tioned, has deplorably sunk, though supported by tlie
British Government ; the population ina very short
space of time being reduced from cighty-four to thirty
heads of families. Such blundering and mismannge-.
ment have been exhibited on this subject, that it re-
calls Ali Pasha’s answer,. when he was told of the
wretched situation of the Souliots -of Gauka, ¢ Let:
them perish : it was not for the purpose of living at all:
that I sent them thithert.” . . . TR

Suppose, however, that every colony succeeded. A
vacancy: is mot eftected by .emigration. Gallicia,
Asturias, Biscay, and Navarre, which supplicd New:
Spain with people, still supported their numbers.
Ustaritz and Alberoni 2 have made this remark : .and’

Davenant 3 proved that the current of people to Ame-.
rica had not lessened the population of Great Britain.:
The same fact is repeated in respect to Switzérland.'
Tissot lamented that the evil of cmigration ‘had be-
come epidemical : yet we find the Switzers continue:
to emigrate, and even to-pass in bodies to- South®

America. e S

Suppose, however, the emigration so complete that
the void should, not be replenished by. the ordinary
course of events,—what could an evacuation of five
thousand (the amount of the expatriation to the Cape

! l’ouquevillé, p 59.. Phillips,’&c. f ) :
' Test. Politique, § 2. - . . .3 Works, vol.ii. p. 3.
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of Good Iopc) avail toward the relicf of fourteen.
millions? But the subduction of units from millions is
still less 'seryiceable; as their exile ! costs the nation,
in - their outfit, passage, nurture, and’ protection, a
larger sum of the public money than their mainte-
nance in idlencss at home: in fact, this expenditure,
by lessening the capital, rather adds to than reduces
the inconvenience to the community.  If it were good
to expend so much on carrying them abroad, why
should not a 'similar sum be expended on’them at
!10mc? And I am persuaded that a less sum, employed
in assisting the industry of the same number ‘in Bri-
tain (which Iam far from proposing), would afford a
more beneficial return, even if the expatriation were
undertaken undér the antiquated notion of colonizing
for customers, o L
, ll\.lo project ‘ever exhibited more absurdity than
paying people to emigrate in the present: circum-
stances' of the state. -It has been said by Mr,:Mac-
culloch, that the Highlanders are attracted ‘to :their
country in "an itiverse ratio to the apparent causes of
its attrdction, It has been said generally, that man is
of all things the hardest to move: and it Was asserted
in‘the debdtes on thic property tax in 1799, that no

one of 200/, a year would emigrate on account of

such surcharge?. Yet it has happened that immense
suins of money have been transferred from England

—

_ ' In 1788 a party of English purchased large tracts of land
in the Crimea, Ann. Reg. 1788, p. 19, Could this serve En-
gland? - Yet being a free effort, it is not to be cdndemned.

¢ Ann, Register, 1799, p. 1580,
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to France and clsewlieré ; that many Engllsh fantilics
are now. domiciliated abroad ; that English capital
is now employed in ‘Freich manufactures ; that En-
glish drtizans liave taken refuge in this rival téreitory
of Great Dritain ; that native Irish and. Scotch. have
abandoned theif-housegs— -~ .~ 00
el And st farcwell; faréwell my-;»hce'ofbiﬂh'; o
i - .. .~ I go'to.wander in the lower earth s 0 r1oun

.+, As distant aa I can,—for dispossest, , . ;. oy
.. Farthest from what I once enjoy'd, is best.

‘.; .;I-fiéh;and_ low, the opulent and the needy, have emi-

- geated ; and.to such extent, that we mnpy say with Cice-

ro—* Itaquenon solum inquiliniscdetiam-mures migra-
verunt }'—taxation and misgovernment have eftected
a dispersion of the people of Britain corresponding to
the discomfiture at Babel. Miserable England! when
your Constitution and country are deserted for France
relapsed -under the degenerate Bourbons, or for. wilds
.a.world from your. native seat. Emigration wanis,no
‘bounty; it -need not become part of the. ways Land
-means of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. .. An Emi:
- grant.Society is established in New, York, purposely
to. relieve the, refugees from Great Britain ; and the
.throng that:seeks. this port of the new,world exceeds

~the.ability of the associated individuals to ansyer the

.demands on their humanity. - 7 e o

. ko HAN

¥ Cicero ad Atticum, p. 368.
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S - - CHAPTER:V. ..
! i .1} il . R i i b _ IR
N l}am! Rcmegf_y, Domeslic Colonization o;}'}'féfeé&fibnf' '

1 . - ; ) ..li . ..‘“'_ ve Lt . Q ot .

u;‘!= [

SOME. individual speculators; are occasionally- l’cslss'
repulsive in theit projects, Jimiting .their relief of dis
stress and pauperism to transplantation at, home; ns
gardeners movye trees from seed-beds into open:rows.
Mr.Townsend, ina Letter published by. Mr. Saunders?,
insists on_the practicability..of .colonization: or (the
poorest-and most barren Jands ; and to justify- this ob-
servatibn he gives a.short-aceount of a.colony on. the
commmon. mountain,. . But these : ¢blonists ‘neither, phy
rate. nor tax. Mr. Saunders, who published this;rela:
tion vespecting the colony on the. common. smountain,
adds an account of a pauper colony called Fredericksy
oord in'North Holland:.. . He says it flourishes,;-:but
the subseriptions. fo undertaking this ni)_vel:ty did-not
commence till -‘March:1818.. .1 have read of; a simi-
lar establishment in the Austrian Netherlands ,%_;;-f.hhél
the nccount stated: that it answered .;ev'elty.expec.ta_tiqn

‘of the projéctor: what has become of ; this successful

experinient I.have not hedrd;;. it has probably. suffered

the fate of -all. artificial things:.--Suppose; however,

it suceeedid,~~what, theh ?.thére-ate.strarige chprices
among men and their affairs.;. A blind man in.Deiby-
shire was employed in. laying out new. roads; and an-

“other, deaf and dumb, excelled it is said as a musical

NN

composer ;—yet is seeing essential to an engineer,

—

! page 104, 2 Month. Rev. Old Series, vol. Ixx, p. 105,
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and hearing to a musician. Bul a prosperous pro-
ject in the Netherlands, and still less in Holland, at-

fords an imperfect progpect for its successful adop-
tion in Great Britain. . I have stated that }l}e qolony
N UL R v T T b

in the common mountain pays no ratcs nor taxes : and

it shauld not be forgotten; thut each subscriber- bound

himself to take &' certaln:quantity of linen or woollen
stuff~a lit¢le above ‘the ordinary market prico/ as awy

encolragemerit to the colony!.: ~Theénits: people are g

cxonerated while thoy receive a bounty on their wages ;
«this then is nothing to thé purpose. I'question tlie

magnificent results of zealots and projectors, - Wehave. .

héard of prison.discipline ; ind how creatures leprous
with-allsorts of ‘pollution, confluent. and coated with

moral diséase; emerge into the world pure and-imhiad -
culate after a few months salutary manageient, ‘That -

prisons: were réceptacles of misery 2 ;'.that instead- of
coirectirig vices they quickened crime jiand thiat they-
have been refornicd, is true ¢ 'but I have positive know-
ledge:that the reports of - the transmuting system' are
false:and exaggerated. -+ ¢ e R
r--Yét a' plan has been’adopted whiclr far exceeds all’
'visionary schermes, not excepting Berkley’s scheme of

.

“educating the children of ‘the: Americans collegiately-

in the:Bermudas ;—I mean sending pauper children
from, London, to be educated in a metropolitan school
of industry at: Dartmoor Forest, in. Devonshire, + *

- *s":.: DRI S M

!

R

"1 Saunders; p. 88, © * ''? Month, Rev, Sept. 1817, p. 63. '
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| CHAPTER VI
éu})ri:{é_r,y qf other vain remedies for England and, Ireland.

M, HHAMILTON: proposes to redeem the poor -
ratos as the land tax was redeemed. - Mr. Heath-
field's plan? is, that there be an assessment of 15 per
cent. on capital,:which shall absorb so much debt, and
thus relieve the burthensome maintenance of the un-
employed : poor. | Some propose a' return to a coms
pulsory paper circulation., Yet let us rejoice'we have
not as-yet heard from the nominal metaphysicians in

il 'Change- Alley, of the money unit and the abstract

pound,—persondges much: talked .of about the time
of publishing the Bullion Report. Some advise that
all property should-be rendered available to the poor

* rates ; and an attempt waslately made at Hull to in-

crease the liability of ships unemployed to contribute
to the rates®, - S
Besidesthe simple there are compound schemes.
Bishop Watson® proposed that the people should be
assessed in every parish to the amount of their aves
rage charge for the last seven years; which should
form @ fund for the support of the poor of the nation,
If the fund exceeded the wants of the people, the sur- -

plus shoyld be applied to liquidate the national debt:

if the fund.were -less than -the ‘claims on it—then it
should be-supplied from the national grants.

1 Obsérvations, &, on quuida'l'ing the Public Debt,
¢ Timus, Feb. 20, 1821, 3 Life, p. 201,
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General Craufurd would have a pef-centage pay
able on labour—the sums levied from the labourers
and their employers-according to a scale furnished by
him, The infirm poor he would have placed in work.
housés, tind the strong poor at tillageand the fisherles,

He should have added to his proposal (and it would [

so far have. accorded ‘with Bishop Watson's scheme)
the supplement to the fishery projectof 1670,~"* that

all profits from the poot’s provision should be publis §

treasute.”, Yet is the General's speculation -good

comparatively to that of another, who- would support

the destitute poor by stojspages from the wages of the
Inborious poor, which has been advised ag a meany of
enconraging industry: this-is kindred .to that statuté
professedly, énacted to entourage literature, which
seizes copies of the works of pdot-authors and trans
fers-them gratuitously to Opulent dstablishments, :

:Another couspound scheme is Lord Lautlerdale's)
He favours.jii.a.géneral petition;: a réduced. taxation,
an increase of trade, and a continuance of the restric
tions .on the import of -corn’;—that is; Let 0 etfjoy
an increased trade, and ‘extlude u principal. means of
effecting it... ‘Another propostd to reduce tho taxes,
and annoal louns to meet the redactiony . -

-« Irelantl has. not been forgotten in the schome. for

-rehevmg the poor.: .Mr. Willis dnd his Paultry Coti-

mitteé, at'a meeting of emigrant or transitory Irish at
the Thatched House:in 8t. Juines’s Streety advised that
a number of patriotic Hibernians should be appointed

' This is a sort of manifesto, in th(. form of a petition, for ge-
neral adoption. v

123

as gcneral and lotal commissioliers, who should in-
vestigate and report on’ all subJects, as reclaiming
bogs,.improving wastes, encouraging fisheries ;3~and
that the funds should be supplied by Exchequer billsi
Various . bave: been, the : plans .for aneliorating the
state. of - Ireland, . Lovd.:North consented: to a tax
on absentees from Ireland !, - The Bishop:of Cloyne
and Dr, Ledwich. proposed a poor rate2 : -and. Mi
William; Tighe suggested that the tax on absentees
should be the basis of the fund, Education has also
been urged as pregnant with advantages to Ireland.: If
by education be meant to read and write, the Irigh
are not. inferior to the English :—literatufe is no re-

] inedy for povel ty ; many. of the Irish are hterally;poor

scholers .. . - . "

- Much is also cxpected from plemlums in Ireland
In consequence, a central committee has been formed
in-Londou, with branch committees, having a treasury
of 2000/., to promote habits of economy and cleanli-
ness in Ircland. ‘The motto of this socmty should b

“ Great events from little causes,” " Lord Carbérry .
.wishes to disfranchise. the forty-shilling freeholders,

as this. tenure occasions a too minute division of pro-
perty. I don't know whether he favours farming on a
lar[,e scale but \h. lownsend‘* says_such farnnng

ks Mo‘nth. Rév. Old Ser:cs,‘\ol lxw p. 382.-

::.%His is a partial introduction. Statlsucal View of the Pa-
‘rish of Aghaboe,” p..78. .. -

- By the 2d of Richavd (1, scholars of the Unnerslty who
went begging were to have leltcrs llelmonml from the Chaii-
cellor,

¢ County of (011., P 189
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ddes iot ‘muswer in Ireland. The Edinburgh Review
proposes raising ' the’ frechold right of voting in Ire.
Jand-to 20, or sinking it to universal suffrage: - And
having quoted a passage from Arthur Young, thdt 4
cabin'is crected with two days labour, the Reviewer
says: “To strike at the root of this pernicious sy-
stemn, the most effectual, and wo think, all things cdin
sidered; the most expedient and proper method would
be, to prohibit, for twenty or thirty- years; the erec:
tion of cottages, cxcept in towns and villages, to which

fron five to' ten acres of land were not: attached .’ |

Why all this was the law of England, and it wa3 cx!
ecuted, ~ Strafford’s Letters afford a comniéntary oi
this:device :- “‘a commission in exccution against cot-
tagers who have not four acres laid to their houses,

upot o' statute made the 31st of Elizabeth, which vex.

¢éth:the poor people mightily %.” SRS

-+ 8ir James Caldwell3, in a Letter to the Dublin So- [

clety, récommends apiaries to the national cohsiderd:

tioh, : T S
- .:Proselytism has in all ages been considered as

wonderfully suited to serve the poor Irish. It has cust

‘the natiori imany millions; and yet the people are still

© 1 'No. Ixxiii. p. 108, Thisisa clévcf Article: there are, how

-gver, errors and contradictions in it. Thus—¢ It is the civcui-

stances in which, they are placed— their squalid ‘and abject por
verty=—~their gross ignorance;"” &c.'p. 62, ¢ Tho Irish peasantry
are possessed of great natural talents, and arg full of intélligence!’

® Strafford’s Letters, vol. ii. p. 117, T S
3 Annual Register, 1765, p 157, s :

e
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poor, bpcausatlmyﬁre comparatively much more Ca-
tholic than formerly. . ... . - . L
. Dr. Rogan proposes public baths—and .why not
champooing ?  Hundreds have proposed, as:an effec,
tual remedy for.Irish distress, to excite a.passion for.
artificial wants!. . Potatocs! Potatoes! aye, those are
the evils of the land. Mr. William Parnel was very.
olitrageous against. potatoes,—not becj;use they are
cheap, but the contrary, e advised, as a mneasure
of economy, that labourers .should cat flesh-meat and -
wheaten bread. True, the Irish grow plenty of wheat,
as do the Arabians; which, says Montule?, they do
not use, it being sent to the Pasha. . And as:the:
same. Arabians eat dourrha bread, the Irish;, who
are treated worse than the Jewish oxen?, in. pure ne-
cessity eat potatoes ; and if the skins of potatoes could
nourish them, they would be forced to abide by the
refuse of therind, When I read the plans for reliev-.
ingthe Irish#4 people, Juvenal’s verse occurs® : “The,

bl LA

t This is'the reveise of the complaints ‘against the English.
Fielding : « Of laying effectual restraints on the extravigance of
the lower sort of people.” &c. Increase of Robbers, p. 102.

 Travels, p. 97.  Phillips’s Travels. .

s « Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the
corn.”. Deut, ch. Xxv.' . L

4 They are very numerous in the Reports of the Dublin Se-
éie;’y.'r See 27th June, 1822. This ane contains a plan for hemp..
growing, by premiums in Ireland, and manaring by sulﬁ_m? mu-
thtique, But then they want the money for these premiums. -
To crown the whole, the Society voted. five guineas as tithe for
what produced eight pounds to the Society. ¢ Nonsense and
robbery” should be the motto of this Society. :

s Juvenal, Sat. iii, ver, 153,
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Jast curse of poverty is thg scorn of the wealthy fool."
There have been various other general. reinedies;
Mr. Phillips, in his:Pomaiium - Britannicum, proposes
planting.mulberry trees, and silkemaking™,. *I:am,”
says he, 1 of .opinion, that it would be the foundation
of a permanent 'reduction of the poor rates.”™ M. Sa.
lisbury proposes . that the’ paupers ndar the Thames
should be employed in cutting bulruslies ; and in Al
derman :Wood’s mayoralty, a-meeting; at which the
Duke of Susséx presided, could dévise no other relief
than a similar project. ' But the triumphant plan was
that of Mi.: Malthus ; namely, that men should keep FH
the market ‘of laliour scantily -supplicd by great re: |
serve in marrying: and to sccure this, he ddvised that
on solemnizing warriages the parson should inculcate
the'moral check.: But to inrulcate this prime doc-
trine effectually, the clergy should- exemplify their dis-
course. by their. conduct: ‘I'have heard of a clergyman
who contrived to have two wives: and twenty-eight
children, on & benefice of 65/.*  "This man could not

gk
Lol omriy

T

P
b
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Y

Ev S

A
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preach .the moral check ; nor could any parson who F3
obtains a share of the hundred thousand- pounds an- ¥
nually granted to. augment then‘ Iwmgs shoul(l lhey %

' This very project was attempted under royal auspices in, ?
the year 1600.. James granted a patent to two individuals, to [

;*-i

plant mulberry-trees in all parts of England, with the intention of |3
making Britain supply herself with silk, The scheme, it is said,. [
for some time succeeded, numbers following the example of the' |
royal family in feeding silk-worms, and preparing thread, &c.
The_original plantation of mulberry-trees at Charlmn Park was.
sold by auction a short time ago. AR

¢ Annual Register, 1769, p. 73, - N &

ity
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be married. Venly, T wish' those predching econa-
inists would read-St. Busil's remonstrance toa ¢ fallen
virgin," and the Traité de la- Predication bupposed
to be composed by D'Alembert. A sérinon is good %
sois seravenus; for none can be more fully persuaded
than I of the duty of men and women to abstain from
marriage until thoy have a reasonable prospect of
providing for their prospegtive family.~ But men are
not to be abused because they are snngume in- their
calculatlons; “ Bettér is' the lifc- of a poor man ina
mean cottagc, than -delicate fare in anothet man's
house®.” ‘L'o possess a house includes the possession
of a wife.- I'do not speak of passion ; nor of length
of life, which is the prerogative of married people * ;-

yet all those things should not be passed unheeded in
scanning the conduct of those who marry.  But whe!
ther or not, sure-I.am the non.breeding of labourers
will not-secure the wliole market to the austere few:
The richer country. is perpetually drawing labourers
from the poorer. Russia from Sweden, Holland from
Gormany, England from Ireland*. 'To secure the

VIn the ancient Church some penances prevented the inter:
coursq af-the married pmr. Pastoret, &e. part.Q p.160. This
wag better, . L

.* Ecclus, xxix. 22, :

$ The' duration of life in married women exceeds that of those
who live in ¢elibacy : and Dr. Rush said that he never found &
man. who was not married who-had exceeded- eighty years of
age. Annual Reglbtel‘, 1794, p. 100.

! In Paraguay, it is said, men who can only earn three half-
pence a day,—at Buenos Ayres obtain three quarters of a dollar.

At Odessn a regular carpeater earns seven ubles a day,  Ker
Porter,
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labour of ;the country to the working bachelors, it
would be necessary to extend the Alien Act, and pro-
hibit also the entry of Scotsmen and Hibernians into
Britain. - And yet one of the proposed ncans by the
Agricultural Committee to relicve the present agricul-
tural distress, is the growth of our population, - And
this is the remedy for the glut, if there be such, and
whlch Mr. Malthus and many others affirm to be the
existing evil. o
- Many proposed a maximum. which the poor rates
should not exceed. This is like Mr. Malthus's dismis-
sal of intruders. from the great feast of nature to
}vlnch t];ey_, had not contributed. The Edinburgh
Review proposes to dispauperize Scotland, by sepa.
ti*ibutlons at the church door ;- the former to go tothe
support of the existing paupers, and the latter, to;the
new cases; and that ‘“as the old cases die out,, the
money wlnch supported them should multiply churches
and schools?,” -

. Much is expectefl from select \'estncs. In 1821
thcy were appointed in 2008 parishes?.  Very much
is expected from assistant overseers; andin the same
year these amounted to 2257.  What is their bene-
fit? and if any, will it continue? Mr. Nolan8 super-
adds to this scheme, The learned gentleman said,
that since 1720 the poor had increased in a_tenfold
degree, and, that the poor rates_have increased . ten-

! March 1817, p. 2%,
¢ Month, Rev. Oct, p. 244,
s Morning Herald, July 11, 1822,
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fold, which he attributes to giving too much individu-
ally. He then proposed a second assistant overseer
to large parishes, and that the poor should be privi-
Jeged to provide for themselves, by working at any
distance within nine or ten niles of their settlement
The statement and remedy are equally fallacious,—
These are some of - the remedies for a million of pau-
pers, - and seven millions expended -in their relicf,
I'here are many more : Nor should Lord Londonder-
ry’s compound schieme:in the last session lie omitted :
it embraced a host of absurdilics, with his own “il-
lustration on a former occasion of filling holes by -
making others ; ‘as the dea(l channe, the Ioan to ‘pa:

.rlshcs, &e,

1

“ Beenuse I am the storchouse and the shop
Of the whole body.” '

And his Lor dslnp delivered the entire oration as usual
accouluw to the proprictates curoarum.
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BOOK I

CHAPTER 1.

That the suppression of monasterics destroged the relief of the
' ﬁoor-;Tbal this originated the poor latvs,-—disprowd.by the slate
 of the peopletand of the laws and of monasteries #n various naliony

of Europe.
IN the last Book I enumerated the hypothetical

* causes of popular distress, and their funtastic reme-

dies. I procced now to consider. aqpt_hcl_’ _imputed
cause of pauperism in Britai_nl—gilg suppression of mo-
nasteries. 1 cannot refrain from stating at once, that
this imputation seems to involve all sorts of error re-
specting facts, circumstances, inference, and analogy.
Yet these errors are propounded by the gravest and
ablest writers. Hume! states, *in this year (5th of
Elizabeth) was enacted the first law for the re!ief of
the poor.” This inadvertence can now deceive no

"one. Itis also affirmed and repeated, that thc mo-

nasteries supported the poor, and that their abolition
occasioned beggary ; and that thence the poor laws and
poor rates became substitutes for the monkish distri-

butiens of charity?.

P

1 History of England, vol. v, p. 484 :
2 Blackstone's Commentaries, vol. i. ¢.9, John Aubrey, Esq.
Sir John Sinclair, Mr. Bayley. Godwin's Reply to Malthus,

p. 558. .
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‘That the suppression of monasterics did not occa-
sion the poor laws, is provable in various ways. Laws
corresponding to the English poor laws were passed
in different countries of Lurope where the monastic
institutions weré not disturbed.  Charles the Fifth
passed an edict in 1531 respecting the poor; yet this
Emperor did not secularize convents, and he took re-
fuge in one of them from the world, The Spanish
Cortez preceded the English Parliamnent in legislating
for the poor; for a law was made by them in 1525
restricting the indigent to their own township, and or-
dering that they should have a license to beg from the
magistrates ; which is precisely the provision appointed
one hundred and six years after (in 1631)in England,
Spainalso preserved her monasterics, yet she swarmed
with mendicants, and she continued in this beggarly
state!. So did Irance, the commonalty of which
country Fortescue? described as famishing ; and Vau-
ban? long afterward gave an equally frightful account
of the numbers and indigence of the people: yet no
monarch of Irance rudely dissipated those monuments
which sin and dotage raised to superstition4.

These facts are incidental to the argument. But the-
22d of Henry the Eighth, in 1531, (five years before
the suppression of the lesser monasteries by Parlia-
ment,) is conclusive and' direct. This law, which pre-
ceded the suppression of a single monastery, declared

! Townsend's Travels, vol. i. p. 257. .
¥ Absolute and Limited Monarchy, . xii. $ Dixme Royale.
* See two instances in Month. Rev, 0. S. vol. Ixi.. p. 287.
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