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192 The Parish and the Umon.

“What were they formerly?—We used to pay 12¢, vales, and 3¢, they
are now,

“You consider the diminution to be in the proportion of 3 to 12?
Yes.—[ Woolridge, G689-91).

~ Much of the saving, as we have said, was in diminished ex-
penses of management ;—

“ Speeify any portion of the rate which was applied apart from the
relief of the poor.—"There were n varicty of workhonses, at cach of which
there was an establishment; there were paid wilicers in several of the
parishes, assistant overseers, and law expenses,

“Waus the amount of the incidental expenzes under the olil systens
equat to or greater than the incidental expenses attached to the pre-
sent 7—1 Dbelieve them to have been very considerably greater than
those under the present system,”

But more was in the application of the test of destitution,
which has saved us all from long vears of panper degradation
—from labour lying upon the land like & stagnant pool, instead
of vefreshing the Jand like a fertilizing stream,  We have
escaped this evil. The Report of the Committee, which we
subjoin ¥, shows that it is not likely to be brought again upon
us, even by the most strenuous exertions of mischicf operating
upon folly,

¢ See Appendix A,

( 193 )

THE INQUIRY.
PART IL’

TII: BRADFORD AND NOTTINGHAM UNIONS.

Tux case of the Union of Bradford, which contains a partly agri-
cultural and partly manufacturing population, was imperfectly
gone info by tho Committec. In all the general principles of
Poor Law administration, it supports the cviS(‘.nce which has been
obtained of the operation of the law in the wholly rural distriets.
It is manifest that, in a great crisis of commercial embar-
rassment, distress may come upon the working population of
. manufacturing distriet, which may require some large and
extraordinary efforts on the part of the Guardians of the poor.
We believe that they cannot. safely interfere to mitigate the evil
till the point of destitution shall arrive. At a scason of good
wages provision ought to be made for such a contingency ; but, if
destifution should overtake the mass of the population, relief
must be afforded under very strict regulations, so as not to inter-
fere with the labour-market and the rate of wages. The evidence
from the Union of Bradford, and from the Union of Nottingham
hears upon some of these important points, and we therefore give
extracts from cach ;—

BRADIORD.

The Bradford Union in Wiltshire, was formed in 1835; the
population is stated at 12,660, of which about 3352 belong to the
town of Bradford, who are employed generally in manufacturing
broad cloth. This Union, therefore, has both an agricultural
and a manufacturing character. The principal point of interest
with reference to this Union, is to be found contained in the evi-
dence of Col. A’Court, one of the assistant Commissioners, who
was examined with reference to the applicability of the Commis-
sioners’ regulations in a case of great commercial embarrassment, -
when the number of persons unemployed was too large to render
the workliouse test available.

“ Do you know that in different parls of manufacturing districts,
such as Leeds, Shellield, Manchester, Birmingham, and other places
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}' similarly employed, frequently an extreme depression of {rade comes cases of emergency, absolutely dependent on the will of the Com-

¥ .upou. tl)mt populal.inu 2 Certuinly 3 it occurs iv every manufacturing missioners in Somerset JTouse?—VYes; bul they may suspend, in the

distriet. first iustnl}ce_, for 15' days, but they run the risk of the approval of
: “ Supposing that state of things lnlmppen—-summsjng there should the C.(IIIIIIIIS.‘EI()IIEI‘S: in the cases (Ioscrlbctl_by the lhonourable mem-
A be several unfortunate fumilies, as frequently happens in such places us ber for Teeds, I venture to say that it would not be disap-
| those which I have mentioned, out of employ, and under the necessity pr(‘:‘\'ctl of. . _ '

: of applying for parochint relief, is there any thing in the existing state \ It w(m‘ld at tast turn u]:nn l‘he discretion of the Board of Commis-
| of the ]uw:,m' in the directions to the guardinns, that would prevent sioners at Somerset Honse 2—Certainly,

s o A e,

i L out-door relief Leing administered to persons so situnted P—Cerluinly A lrllurcTis vothing in the Jaw to prevent (heir exercising that

1 4 1 ¢ not 2 the 52nd clause of the Poor Luw Amendment Act gives them I'h('. (lIHCl'L‘.lIUIE ?—None; in all probability the assistunt ‘Cmmmssmncr of

g1 pow‘er to suspend the Commissioners” orders at onee, under a contin- ”ll!' lll.‘ill‘l(": would be sent to the place, in the circunstances you

(e (1Y beney of that kind. . Im\c‘uwu!'mllml; he would make his report, and upon that report
i' il1 « And under such a state of things, you apprehend that .lhnl prin- tlu:‘ Commissioners wgmld act. o

¢ ciple would be ncted upon ¥—1 huve not u doubt about it; and 1 T'uke the case of the failure, not of & single master manufacturer,

but the fuilure of the trade, where not only 800, but sometimes as
muny us 3000 persons in those farge towns, become absolutely de-
pendent upon parvochial assistance, in that case is there or is there
not ony impediment to receiving that assistance, if it shonld be the
pleasure of the guardians to give il, and if the Commissioners should,

believe I mauy say that where the gunrdians have recommended
that some of the children should be taken into the house, llmg& de-
parting from the principle laid down, that it has never bccn.r("lnscd,
under the circnmstances stated; I do not believe th?rc is an instunce,
1 have some instances in my Union, in which applications hinve been
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made, aud they have all been .grnnlcd at once 3 and 1 believe that Tam
justified in saying that not a single one has been refused. 0 work
“ If n large bankruplcy had taken place in Bradford, and 30 work-
men had been suddenly thrown out of empley, what step wonld you
then take ?2-—Itelieve them out of the hounse; we must do so.
¢ Describe to the Committee what steps you would take P—I should
thiuk that those people who ought to have sn'\'c(l money imj n rlmuy
day, and had not done so, should have lhg offer of the Imu.t.e‘, “(l]'s?
who could not have made provision for a rainy day ought to have relie
out of the house; the orders are elnstic, and you cun contract them
e them according to circumstances, .
Or‘sllllﬁ'llge you, with the Yoard of guardiaus, the power of snspemhlngi,:
that order which prolibits absolutely out-door relicf. to the pauper
—\Without the assistance of the Poor Law Commissioners, thic guar-
dians have that power, under the 52nd c'lause : Ehnl sectlion snye}, tlm.:
they need not put the law info operation for 30 days; but a tctr ll
has been in operation, they may suspend its operation, und report o
the Poor Law Commissioners. _ '
« ¢ Provided also, that in case the overseers or guardians of any
arish or union in which such orders or rcgululions Slli'l" be in force,
shall depart from them, or any of themn, in any particular -mslanclc
or instances of emergency, and shall within 15 days after every such
deparlure, report the same, and the grounds thereof to the said 1(,om-
missioners, and the said Commissioners shall approve of such depar-
ture, or if the relief so given shall have been given n food, lempora.r%!
lodging or medicine, and shall have been so reported as nf(?rcsal(,‘
ihen and in cither of such cases, the velief granted by such overseers
or guardians, if otherwise lawful, shal.i not be unlawﬁ.ll,‘or sub‘%ecltl
1o e disallowed ;' do not the words, © if the.saul Commissioners s lt:l
approve of such departure,’ render the relief out of doors, even Il

onder that exigencey, see proper to sanction it —There is nothing in
the world to prevent it —[18,155-72.]

The change in the law of settlement has benefited the manu-
facturing as well as the agricultural population ;— :

“ A man who is established in your manufacture would, if there
were a demand for his labour, find employment in the West Riding of
Yorkshire or in Gloucestershive 7—A great nomber go to Yorkshire ;
as we have now less trade, many are now in their hands ; the Yorkshire
manulacturers have a high opinion of our labourers,

“If you, trom the pressure of trade, absolutely discharge a good
workman, you must encounter the risk of his finding employment in
rival works in the West Riding of Yorkshire or Gloucestershire 7—I
have been obliged to discharge good workmen that I should be glad to
gel back again.

“ Would you not hesitate before you turned them out of employ-
ment P-~—We cerlainly never do it till we are obliged.

“ But it leads to the circulation of labour; the facility of moving is
increased by the new law ?7—No doubt of it.

*“ And that is an advantage in favour of the workmen against the
masler ’—To be sure it is; it is in favour of the workmen ; I do not
know against the master ; the master in the west of England might
take his workmen from Yorkshire, and the Yorkshire mmaster from the
west of England.

“Is it not a check upon the caprice of the master in the discharge
of his Jabourer ?—No doubt it is a check upon him, but the master
might turn him away for a better workman, in the same mauner as the
workmen might leave the masler’s employ for a better master; the
thing adjusts itself.”—{19,244-50—Mr. Saunders.] 0
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NOTTINGITAM.

Mr. Absalom Barnett, clerk of the Union of Notlingham, ex-
amined 28th June, 1837,

The Union of Noitingham, in which there is no rural popula-
tion, consists of three parishes, one of which, St. Mary's, contained
40,000, out of the entire 50,000 of inhabitants, as ascertained by
the last census. 1'he Union came into operation in July 1836,
so that, between that time and the examination of the elerk of
the Union, a twelvemonth had elapsed.  No difliculties were
experienced in introducing the provisions of the amended Poor
Law into the Union of Nottingham. ‘The ground had been pre-
pared for it by the system which had been previously pursued.
Mr. Barnett was assistant overseer of St Mary's from September
1819, and from Christinas of that year he had “never given relief
10 able-bodied persons without regniving the test cither of the
workliouse or out-door labour.”  He thus explains the reasous
why this system was adopted :—

“ Are the Committee to understand, that since you have huad
the management of the parish of St. Mary there has been no
payment out of the poor-rates, in the shape of allowances to make np
wages 7—Never, afler the first two or three months of my entering
upon office. .

“ Did that practice continue in the other two pavishes 2—Tn o very
slizht degree, as compared with our own; and those purishes were
small and manageable.

“ Do you think such a practice is in any degree excusable in a ma-
nufacturing distriet, in contradistinetion to an agricultural; or is it
equally pernicious in the one as in the other 2—I do not know whether
I can say that it is equally; it is very pernicioud; I have seen the most
dreadful results, in the reduction of the wages of labour, follow from it.
A little before the close of the war, when there was a great diminution
ju trade, a number of parishes commenced manufacturing hosiery,
though stockings were sold at ruinous prices ; and the consequence was,
that it immediately effected a large reduction in the men’s wages.

“ Are you speaking of Nottingham ?—1I am, of Nottingham and the
neighbourhood, particularly of Sutton Ashficld.

“ In what way do you connect the reduction in wages with the prac-
tice of making allowance to the paupers ?—This was a case of employ-
ing paupers at their own ftrades; the parish purchased cotton and
manufactured goods, which they afterwards sold at a loss of 50 and
more per cent, ; those goods being brought into the market necessarily
reduced the price of labour for that deseription of goods. T will now
explain how it acts in the other case ; I am referring to the frame-work
knitting trade; the master-workmen take from the hosier or other ma-
nufacturer a number of frames, for which they pay a certain weekly
rent, In times of depression of trade, it is the interest of the hosier lo
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keep the frames going, and he will give a partial employment to those
frames ; if the man can obtain parish allowance, he will obtain his frame
rent and keep his workinen together, at the expeuse of the parish.

“When you say that it is his interest {o give n partial employment
o keep his workmen together, you mean by that, that it is his interest
to prevent their dispersion into other districts, so thut he may have
them at his disposal when the trade revives ?—Parlially, and the ma-
chinery sustains injury by standing 5 that is the principal consideration ;
and besides, if he receives vent for the machinery, it is a loss to him if
it is standing still, :

“* But the consequence of this partial employment is a general reduc-
tion of the wages to that class of labourers?—Yes; I was going o
slate, the master frame-work knitter has o number of frames ; he em-
ploys journeymen under him, and those journeymen are paid a reduced
rate as compared with what he receives from the merchant or principal
manufacturer; and i be has not got suflicient work he divides; if he
has work for six men, he will give it to 12, each of the 12 men paying
the full charges upon the machinery, which is, in fact, a reduction upon
the rate of wages ; beeause with goods so manufactured the rent of the
nachinery furnishes the profit in some cases, supposing the goods so
manufictured to be sold at prime cost, or nearly so,

*Fhen, in point of facl, the goods so manofactured were paid for
partly out of the poor-rate 7—At that time,""—{19,961-68.]

The kinds of labour on which the paupers were employed were
Various e

* Sometimes,” said Mr, Barnett, * making water-courses, diains, for
which they were paid by measure, under superintendence, sometimes
bringing land into cultivation, that was, up to that peried, perfectly
wasle, getting the stone out of it, and bringing it into cultivation by
the pick-axe aud spade and wheelbarrow, the ouly tools that were
made use of'; and in one instance, immediately after the panic of 1825,
a considerable number of mechanics were employed in repairing aud
telaying the whole of the pavement of Nottingham market-place ; that
market-place was laid almost entirely by silk stocking-makers. [19,696.]

The new system was exposed to a severe trial from about the
commencement of the present year. In January and Iebruary
last a depression was experienced in the silk trade, particularly in
that of silk gloves. ‘This threw a number of those deprived of
work on the poor-rate.  “We had a considerable number of ap-
plications; all of them were old paupers, that is, those who had
been paupers on former occasions, or their children; I am now
speaking of able-hodied persons; to all of them I oftered the
house, except in oue week, the applications were so numerous
that, with the consent of the Guardians, I relieved them with bread
until the meeting of the Guardians,” Mr, Barnett continues :—

# During the week to which I bave referred there was a very cons
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siderable pressure, chiefly from two or three workshopss part of the
men appeared fo me to come in a sort of combination to solicit relief;
in order to meetl that pressure, Just at that moment, 1 grave Lo some
cight and 1o others 16 1bs. of bread, for the supply of their present
necessities, till I could make more particular inguicy 3 at the termination
of that week I discovered from a person in the house {liat there was
part‘work, ot any rate, to be obtuined in that particular branch, and
that the pressure was oceasioned, in some degree, not altogether, by the
endeavour of the men to uphold their rate of wages, fearing a reduction,
and they had left their frames, some of them 3 on ascertaining that fact
satisfactorily to my own mind, 1 offered the house to them ally wnd not
above one or two or three came in'—[19,755.

"The depression under which trade was sufiering in Nottingham
fluctuated, but at last became so severe that a meeling of the in-
habitants was held, and a subseription entered into, which, at the
time of Mr. Barnett's examination (28th June), amounted fo
4500/, ‘I'his money was expended in providing employment for
mechanics engaged in the staple trade of the town, not having
parochial reliel since the Ist of March, ‘I'he kind of work pro-
vided was the forming of a new roud. ‘The wages paid for this
work were less than is carned by a silk-weaver or silk-frame kuitter,
but not less than what are carned by cotton-stocking makers, A
man with-a family received about 8. a-week. ?

M. Barnett is thgn asked—

“ If you had not had this subscription, your workhouse being nearly
full, how would you have relieved those who did belong to the Union?
—We should have immedintely applied—at least I can only state what
I should have done—1I should have applied to the Board of Guardians
to know whether they would authorize the application to the Poor Law
Commissioners for a relaxation of the rule prohibiting out-door relief to
the able-bodied, and I should also have recommended to the Board of
Guardinns that the relaxation shonld be of this kind, that out-door relief
in employment should be afforded by the picce or the measure, to be
puid partly in food and partly in money.

“ When you say by the piece, do you mean manufacturing labour?
—~—No; I mean work that shail not interfere with the ordinary course
of labour of any description, that it should not be work on the high-
ways, because that would deprive common labourers on the highways
of their employment; it should not be in manufuactures, because that
would tend to reduce their wages ; it should be digging, or, as in this
(c]ase, forming a new road, or doing work that would not be otherwise

one.

¢ It should be some public work for the benefit of the lown and
neighbourhood *—Yes, which otherwise would not be eflected.

_* Had you any conversation with Mr. Gulson, the Assistant-Cominis-
sioner, upon this subject ?—Yes,
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« Did you then contemplate the necessity for some sueh provision I—
Yes.

“ Did you receive from Mr. Gulson any nssurance that such a pro-
position would be entertained by him, or entertained by the Toor Law
Commissioners 2—That it would be entertained by the Commissioners,
and would be immediately granted ; that assurance was understood all
along, that on a representation being mude by the Board of Guardians
fhut it was necessary (o relax the rule, it would be immediately re-
laxed.

“ P'he Board of Guardians, knowing of this willingness on the part
of the Toor Law Commissioners, in case of exireme necessity, to have
recourse to such relaxation, did they use their influence with their fel-
low-townsmen o raise this subscription, as the safer alternative 7—I
should not say that the Board of Guardians did it ; one or two mem-
bers of the board were very leading persons in promoling the sub-
seription, but it was never discussed at the board ; it originated in a
better way, I should say, in the feclings of a few individuals,

“ Jlave you any reason to know that this subseription by the rate-
poyers was considered a better mode of reliefl than having recourse to
out-deor relief under the poor-rale P—Certainly, it has been taken up
by the town at large, and by many gentlemen in the surrounding
parishes 3 and some gentlemen conuected with the town, from London,
have also added liberally to it, for the especial purpose of preserving a
large class of deserving, industrious mechanics, men of excellent cha-
racter, men who, a few years ago, were in very good circumstances,
from falling upon the parish rates, by no fault of their own.

¢ Is the subscription nearly exhausted P—I think it willlast, with good
management, four or five weeks longer; there isa slight improvement
in the trade, and the approaching harvest affords the frame-work knitters
in the country an opportunity of getting employment.

« You think the great pressure is over P—I think the worst of it is
over; I think that we are past the worst.

¢ If you are past the worst, you will have been enabled so to pass it
without breaking in upon the principle of refusing out-door relief to the
able-bodied 7—Yes ; 1 do not think, if the subscription were to cease in
a month from this time, that we should be enabled to go on without
applying to the Commissioners for a relaxation ; we could manage $o
far as the frame-work knitters are concerned, but not with regard to the
lace-makers ; they are in worse cireumstauces, with less prospect of ob-
taining relief.

¢« Up to this time the principle of the refusal of out-door relief to
the able-bodied has been strictly adhered to ?—1It has.

“ Jlave you any reason to think, if the necessity should continue,
{hat the subscription would not increase in proportion?—We have
had some unhappy circumsiances conneeted with the subseription,
which I fear ave rather unfavourable ; some of the men, who are not
men of good character, have conducted themselves in an improper
manner, and I fear there is reason to apprehend that some of the per-
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sons in {he town might not be ready to contribute again, though the
subseription is in an excellent state at present,

“ Iave the persons who have contributed to that subscription done
so to the amount which would have heen demanded from them as rate-
payers, if the funds had come from that source7—Very much beyond,
I think,

* Many of the wealthiest persons in the town have subscribed more
than would have been their share to the poor-rate ?—Decidedly ; and
many of the persons who have sustained the heaviest loss from the dis.
tress have subscribed very Jargely indeed,

“ That has been to the relief of the lowest class of rate-payers 1t
las been to the relicf of those thvown out of employment,

The Bradford and Nottingham Unions. 201

“ That is, with the sanclion of the Poor Law Commissioners P—
Cerluinly, the sanction of the Poor Law Commissioners is necessary; I
am oot aware that the spirit of the present law, so far as the relief goes
(I am ot spenking of the machinery), is at all diflerent in its principle
from the Act of Elizabeth, becuuse the Act of Elizabeth requires the
overseers of the poor to provide employment.”—[19,858-61.)

Mr, Barnett. is afterwards asked how he would apply the out-
door test to a population of 40,000 inhabitants, entirely employed
in manufactures, and unused to that kind of labour which requires
the use of the spade—

“That,” he veplies, ** was exactly the case at St. Mary's parish ; it

was o population of 40,000 persons unnceustomed to agricultural la-
bour, unused to the spade, except a3 some of them had a siall garden,
aned I think it is the case with the Leicester population at this time, and

“ Amongst the rate-payers there is the cluss nearest approaching
o poverly who pay rates, and who would have been compelled to

e
LA N, pprtrrits

it

ik maintain, or assist to maintain, those receiving relief out of the rate 7— C )

1 5 Yes. generally they are employed there in breaking stone for the roads, as
‘;;:' * This subseription saves their paying to the rate, does it not ?—It 1 am informed.
'gf:t cerlainly diminishes the amount which they would have had to pay in How do they perform that Inbour?—I am not able to answer
Hpte "__£10,792-6 that; all the stone-breaking that I have employed men in has been
IBER the rate.’—[19,792-509.] { plo)

paid by the ton; that is, I have used a measure containing half a ton;
they are paid in that way,

The case is then put of similar distress to that of Nottingham

arising in _a manufacturing town, and no subscriplion E(’ing “Though they show a great inaptness to perform this labour at first,

raised.  Mr. Barnett js asked— do they, in the course of a few weeks, learn to use their hammer adroitly ?
“ Supposing this distress shonld arise in Leeds, or any other place, —Yes.

and there was no subscription raised, do you think that the poor would “ Aud you had no difficulty in applying the test of out-door relief in

sufler more privations under the new Poor Law than they sufiered ander
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the old I"oor Law 7—I should say distinctly not, and I will state why
not; the principle ndopted is the same, whether you apply the fest
in-door or out; the advantage of in-door relief is, that it is more
simple and casy of application than the out-door, but they are both the
same in principle ; you take the man's time in exchange for the relief
which you give him ; you withdraw him from other sources of gaining
subsistence, in order to test the sincerity of his declaration of his pre-
sent want and destitution. ‘Then I should say, to carry the question a
little further, I am not sufficicntly aequainted with the localities of large
towns ; they may or may not have the same facilities for providing
out-door employinent that we bave in Nottingham ; I am not able to
speak upon that, but if they have the same fucilities that we have in
Nottingham, and ingenions men will soon find some, they might then
with great advantage give out-door employment, and they would in that
way preserve the labourer from the degradation which is consequent
upon his admission into the workhouse, -

“ From what-source would you derive the funds that would be
necessary for giving out-deor employment?—The rates unques-
tionably.

*“ And is there anything in the present slate of the law that would
phrm;ent the rates from being so applied 7—Not anything, in my view of
the law,

the parish of St. Mary ?—We had no difliculty which might not be
readily overcome; many practical difticulties would arise, but, with a
determination to overcome them, they were all overcome.

“ In fuct, youacted upon that principle for o series of years 7—Yes,

* Aud have found it successtul —VYes,

‘* As a test of pauperism and a preventive of imposture ?—Yes, in
botl points of view.”—[19,927-33.]

THis opinion of the practicability of applying the labour-test in
manufacturing towns, is thus summed up :—

“ Then I may collect from your evidence, that, in a town in which
there is an average proporlion of ingenuity among the people, there
would be no diflienlty in applying the out-door-relief test in time of
pressure ?—I am decidedly of that opinion ; I have expressed that on

former occasions, some years ago, and I am still of that opinion, that it
is the case.—[19,941.]

'The principle of the elasticity of the law, as applicable to the
particular circumstances of manufacturing towns, is thus stated
in the sense in which Mr. Barnett understood it :—

“ It appears that the test of the new Poor Law is the workhouse ;
is there any part of the law that you have fo administer under this
new system by which the other test can be legally appiicd, as well as
the workhouse 7—1 have not been accustomed to concern myself
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may be somewhat obscure in my statement, but my view is simply
this, that under the law as it now stands, for I do not understand the
Act of Elizabeth to be repealed, it is in the power of the Commis-
* sioners either to order the workhouse test, or the labour test, or both
and I think, in times of commercinl distress like the present, very
usefully the Iaw may be velaxed in certain cases, so us {o admit of
out-door employment, provided that out-dvor employment is strictly
and rigidly by measure, not so much per day, for I think that a very
bad principle” indecd; provided it is upon that principle, I think it
may be very advantageously employed.

 You have stated that you consider that the principles of the law
of Elizabeth, and of the new law, nre the snme; will you be kind
enongh to state what you consider the leading principles of the two
laws to be ?—I, perhaps, inuceurately expressed myselly what 1 meant
to say was this, that it does not appear to me that the Act of Llizabeth
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veport; nor indeed conld they, for, in point of fuct, they had not a
single complaint made to them, nor_onything in the shape of com-
plaint, nothing deserving of theiv notice, [20,113-14.]

« Are the rate-payers oppused in general to the measure ?~—No.

“ Who are the persons that ave opposed principally 2—TI must make
an observation that has a political bearing, if I am to anwser that
(uestion,

“ It is not the lnbourevs?—No.

“ 1o the labourers feel very much aggrieved by it P—I believe not ;
we had no complaints till the time of this Committee being formed,

“ 1t hus been made a politica! hundle of 27—Yes, by both parties 5 the
extremes on hoth sides,”"—[20,129-33.]

Or late, violent speeches have been made and petitions pre-
sented against the introduetion of the new Poor Law into large

it e L

is repealed by the new law; I will express myself in that way; 1 shull
bc‘!css misunderstood in that way. . o towns and manufacturing districts. «'The law,” it is suid, “was
i | Do not you consider that onc of the leading principles of the new intended to remedy the abuses of the allowance system adopted
A ba“i'lsl }"b"‘“‘se 0“1'1‘]“]‘“' rchcfllu 1’"3 altogether withheld from able- in the southern counties ; here there are no such abuses: the rates
: odied labourers and their familics !—1 do. ' i
3 “ ,l cr e fumilics I do . - ) have been well managed, then why introduce the new Poor Law 7"
9 s any tule or ordel isswed from the Commissioners to Notting- Others again exclim aeainst the alleged severities of the law
‘, ham, directing that out-door relief slmultl”be altogethier withheld and ‘.",bl-( {i: i . 1(1 i-'.:’(.l o -,gt the lab 'nrr‘ ’
there?—It may be taken to be so by impiication ; the regulations ' realing it as peeuliarly oppressive 1o ¢ labourlng mat,
! of the Union do not admit of it; at the same time we have from the Cl‘},",'m"' for its entire repeal. . .
2 Commissioners an assurance that when the necessily arises they ure Lo wiswer these persons cpmplete]y, it 1s S‘E“"COIY practic.able
e willing to relax the regulation, [19,872-75.] to do it briefly; but it is denied that any distriets are so entirely S
3 The concluding evidence of Mr. Barnett, as to the maunner in ljrco. from "liusos ‘ll.s tt_}w ?PILO"Cf“ﬁ of the 1{10;1_?11111‘3 lastsiumtta 3 tla nd o 3'4 g
B which the new Poor Law is working its way, and the character of 5’"1)]:.0 sing those (]'s ”("lb 0 ﬁ“;’ m&mage( Wit l: 2 1oln tto 121 RIS I
i . . . . Wik \H X T H ; g ;
o the opposition to it, is worthy of considerate perusal i existing means, the reply 1s, that good managemen ought to give v I
il “Does § p _ : way fo the management which is better ; afforded by the im- A
il rese:ﬂc;d:]:‘:";ct:n’ ]"0_"1 your ﬂl}e"i?“cc: ”'f:'tlﬂl_fﬁ 1 oor Law, as at proved means of managenent by large Unions. SRR (I
H Ty mw Y — 3 ] . - . [] . . -1 -
A th un o t)ll em'(o;l 'Sf %i]lnlll'::'l]'l “‘to“fi .0{ ]"S"'g° I should suy The first consideration, however, is, what is and will be the IS
1l at, up to the perloc of the exciiement Walch Tas been produced by eftect of tho New Law npon the condition of those labourers who s
EE resistance to it in other places, it was gaining in favour, and I thiuk it live in tow Cin the manufacturing districts? BRERRE U
13 may be considered rather now as gaining than losing § but I need not “(I’ ml ow "5101 n llb 1_""; acuring \ sirie How . y l'i:
i state that there is in Nottingham, as in all other places, a good deal n those plices w tere there 3 at present no allowanco 53 §ten}, . by X
of excited feeling upon that subject, and other subjects in connexion the immediate eficet of the improved administration of relief is ST D -
with it. to advance the condition of the class of operatives, by repressing B
“ Do you think that that excited feeling is the cause of any odium the profligacy and improvidence of those of the class by whom R
that may have come upon it, and not anything intrinsically wrong in its eneral character is degraded, and the individual members U PR .
r ave come | not auything intriusically wrong its gener: er s deg i
1e system ?—Cerlainly, and I will give inost striking evidence of that ; inconvenienced or injured. ok i
:}w ex(]:n_cd feeling, whcu. it was anmounced that ths Committee was The following cases afford instances of the profligacy which S
: ::)rill?l;(l’l"tl,d“i'ced the calling of a special |vest"y meeling fm, the ap- ile restoration of a sound administration of the Poor Laws will shL
&) H T WOk | r . . Y )
t ! 0 1t of a committee to inquire into the working of the Poor Lasw tend to repress. The first is an extract of a letter from an i
i in the town of Nottingham ; in the parish of St. Mary a commitice of Assistant Commissioner® : . A
il 16 persons was appointed, wholly independent of the Board of Guard- “ ' B ) . SRR ¢ S
] jans; that committee attended several days at the workhouse, and saw I was at Notlingham workhouse the other day, o very pretly gir SRR I
every individual within the house, and visited all the apartments, and came in with a child in her arms, and was thus yuestioned— BHE F iy
B exa i i H ! a1 1 N v g P I . R
e xamined the nurseries, and they have not inade a single unfavourable * We copy this from The Ilertford Reformer—s paper containing IS O
{Hif much valunble information on the subject of Poor Laws. Lo e
1 TR
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.

“What is your business ?—T want relief, Sir

“ How old are you ?—8ixtrEN yesterday, Sir,

“ 1s that your child 2—Yes.

“ How old is it ?— Four months,

“ Are you married ?—Yes,

“Where is your husbind 2—In the town,

* How old is he ?2— Ninelecn,

* How long after marringe was that child born 2—Next duay ufter
we were married,

*“ What is your husband ?7—A lace weaver,

“What wages did he carn when yon married ? —26s, per week,

“ Why do you apply for relicf?—He is ont of work.

“ Ilow long has he been oul of work —One week,

“ What is he now doing, and why does he not come here to apply

himself *—1le left ine yesterdny 3 hie says he connot maintain himself’

now, and so he fetched me a thump of the head yesterday, and pawned
every thing, and told me 7 must take care of myselt” and my child, for
he would have no more to do with us now he is out of work,

* Caun you tell us where to find him ?-——No, for he is gone off’ with
just such another.

“ You must come into the workhouse.—Very well, Sir, I cannot
help it, but I have no other course ; for thongh we were earning 25s,
or 30s. together, we spent itall, and now we lave not a furthing.”

One of the parish efficers of Spitalfields, when giving evidence
as to the former vicious modes ol administering relief within that
parish, cited the following instance of the frauds which were
committed :—

“ The first day I wasinactive office (25 May, 1831,) awoman named
Kitty Dailey, came to me for relief on account of the iliness of her child,
She came without her child. I knew this case, as the doctor said that
something ought fo be given to her on account of the child being il of the
small pox. 1 gave her sixpence to serve until I Lad an opportunity of
visiting her, In the course of the day, between the hours of 10 and 2
o’clock, about forty or fifty applications were made te me for relief. Usual-
ly itis the practice of parish officersto give away money on the represeu-
tations and the appearance of the parties ; indeed it is scarcely possible
for a tradesiman who has a retail shop to avoid giving away considerable
sums of money, as the applicants excite the sympathy of his customers,
and if he does not comply with their demands, they (the paupers) may,
and do, raise mischievous tuvmulls, and injure his business by their
clantours and obstructions.  They did injure iny business in this way,
and must injure the business of any man who does his duty.  How-
ever 1 determined to give no relief on the mere representations of the
parties: I therefore took down the names and addresses of the appli-
cants for the purpose of visiting their residences. In the course of
the forenoon three women came to request relief, and cach hrought
in her arms a child which she said had the small-pox. ‘The child, was
rouflled wp very carefully, One woman showed me the arm of the
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child; the other showed me the fuce of the child which she hadj the
third gave me n glncee of the fuce of the chilkl which she had. Tt
appeared to me strange that there was so much small-pox about, but
when I saw the fuce of the third child, it immediately struck me as
being the same child that had Leen shown to me hefore, thongh it was
now in a dilferent dress.  On visiting the places where the parties said
they' lived, it was found that about one-thivd of their statements of
residence were falsehoods : no such persons were to be found. ‘The
numes of some on the list were immediately recognized by the beadle
as * Overseer-hunters,” persons who make it their husiness to seek out
nnedl impose upon new overseers,  Ultimately relief was not given to
more than about tweniy : the remainder, afler much exertion, (which

had never been undertaken before) having been ascertained to be cases

of imposition.  Few tradesmen who had the inclination would have
had the time to go through the same investigation, which 1 dare say
was even then very imperfeet. I found nowhere the three mothers who
had each come with the infunt afllicted with the small-pox, but on
visiting the residence of Kitty Duiley, there 1 found the very same
infant T had last scen, and it was dressed in the same dress,  She did
not deny the fact that it was the same child that had been brought
that wmorning in three diflerent dresses by three different women, I
uccordingly gave her no relief, o

“ Subsequently I pursued my investigations into the cases of other
applicants for relief, and strack oft” many cases of fraud. -

“ My mode of investigation was, generally, to visit the residences of
those persons I suspeeted (which by the way was most of the paupefs)
on the Saturdoy. I never made inquiries elsewhere than of the parties
on the spot.  But on the Saturday they expect us, and I had generally
some cause to doubt the appearances of their dwellings on thatday. In
general those who wished to impose upon us, over-coloured t]'lc picture;
and certainly the pictures they drew were often very appalling.  One
Saturday one of the churchwardens accompanied me, and visited ten
places; the scenes of distress were quite h:ighllul; there were two cases
which appeared to be cases of extreme misery. In one house, that of
a man named Bag, @ man with o wooden leg residing in Pelham-street,
we found him there silting as if in despair; he said he had no work,
and had no food that day or since the evening before.  His wife was
afflicted with a bad leg: she was in bed, and stated that she had not
been able to get out of bed for six weeks. The room was in o misernble
plight, it was dity and wretched, I looked into the cupboard and
found no provisions there, The appearance of the place was such
that the churchwarden could not forbear giving the man some pecu-
niary relief at once. ‘The other case was one of a man named Ansler,
of Red Lion-street, who had for some time before been chargeable to
the parish ns an out-pauper.  We found the appearance of the place
most deplorable, There was no appearance of food or comfort, and the
children were ragged, dirty, squalid, aud wretched. I told the wife to
tell the husband to apply to me for relief in the evening, when I would
ive bim relicf, as T intended to do, being fully gonvmcen’l of the neces-
sity of giving relicf by the picture of extreme misery which 1 had wit-
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nessed. The husband and wife came together 1o my house in the
evening. I expressed my regret that they shonld be obliged to come
to the parish, and ssked if the husband had no prospect of getting work';
he declared he had ueither work nor any prospect of gelting ony at
present; I judged by his appearance that Lie had been drinking, and
said ¢ Well, call upon me in t\lc morning, and I will see what I can do
for you.” They snid that they were very much obliged to me, and went
away appuvently quite pleased, ulthough according to their representu-
tion they were absolutely in o state of starvation,

On the Sunday morning I renewed my visit to mest of those whose
residences 1 had visited on the afternocon previons,  The first case |
visited was that of this man, Auvsler. 1 opened the door and then
knocked, when I found they were in bed ; and in great haste she ran
toa table which was standing in the middle of the room, nnd covered
it over with a cloth; but in lier haste to get away, und confusion, she
pulled the covering off, and exposed to my view a lavge picce of beef,
a picce of mutton, sl parcels of tea, sngar, bread, butter, &c. 'l‘lu’-.
man called from the bed, * B—t *em, never mind, you know they he-
long to your father.” 1 told them that was enough, and immedintely
left the place. 'They have never applicd to the parish for relief since,

“ When I visited the house of Bug, I found Mrs. Bag out of bed
and at her breakfust; she had her tea and he had his cnll'c:',. I sawa
neck of mutton on one shelf, and two loaves on another shelf of the
cupboard, which was emply on the duy before. T went into his work-
shop, (he was a silk-dresser) which 1 found fuil of work, ‘The man
swore horribly, and Ileft the place. I do not know that he ever again
applied to the parish, °

“ My impression now is, that nearly the whole of thie cases which we
have visited on the Saturday, were found to be each partially or entirely
similar cases of imposition, This man, Bag, must have concealed his
work under his bed, and idled away the whole of the Saturday, in order
to make up the miscrable scene which we first witnessed.

“ In some instances we have found the provisions nctually concealed
between the sheets or Llankets of their beds. Such instauces were
frequently presented on other visits.

“ I found it necessary, on entering their dwellings and going up any
common slaircase, not to make the least noise, to npprouch‘lhem by
stealth, or the scrutiny would have been defeated. T think in all cases
where the door was faslened, the puariies were impostors. At those
places where the door was fastened it was necessary 1o kick very gently
at the bottom of the door, as if' it were a child at the door. A knock
or laQ at the door as from a man, would have been the signal for pre-
paration for disguise. In a recent visit made to a number of appli-
cants, every one was found at the time {o be a case of imposition,

“ It is quite common to find the applicanis full of work were they
had declared they had no work whatever, and were starving. In one
case I went up gently and opened the trap-door of a weaver's loft, and
found him deeply engaged with work of the best sort,”’—Supplement
to Report of Commissioners of Inquiry,
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The sound practical view of the operation of an abusive system
of poor-rates—of its tendency to degrade some workmen at theex-
pense of the whole class—is shortly stated in the following evidence
before the Commissioners of Inquiry of a respectable working man:

“ Are you acquainted with the operative classes 7—Yes § having been
a journcymun printer 20 years, aml one-half’ of the time foreman, and
having been iu different situations in our own socielies, oy well as con-
nected with various other socicties of operatives, I believe I am well
acquuinted with them,

% In whot way do they regard the fact of any one of their Lody re-
ceiving parochial relief 7—1 know that none but the worst characters
would ever think of applying for parish reliel’; and that the respectable
workmen consider it diggraceful. The other day, a list of those who
recvived out-door parish relief was brought to a printing-office to be
printed.  One of the men saw on the list the name and address of one
of the journcymen in the same office.  This man was challenged with
the fact, which le did not attempt to deny.  He had been receiving as
uch s Gs. or 8s. u week out-door relief, during two years, for four
children, slthough he had been in receipt of 3Gs. a week steady woges
during the smme time.  The men stated the circumstance to the em-
ployer, and he was discharged,

% 1)id they request that he might be discharged ?—The proceeding
was tantamount to that, and of cowrse the mnaster acceded. * ¥ *

“ o you find any cflect produced by men obtaining parochial relief
readily, when they are out of work, or liave anything the matter with
them 7—1 have always seen that men who have had parish relief have
been very carcless of work and of their money ever afterwards. It has
also acted very mischievously on the benefit societics, as these men would
never contribute to them,  We had a Jarge and very good society of
our own, which failed some time ago, and I have known the societies of
other trades fuil : and it has been a common complaint amongst us, that
but for the parish they would have stood firm, I amn myself confident,
that but for the parish they would have stood firm.”

A Tittle consideration will show the sound view which the
respectable workmien fook of their own interests in expelling the
pauper from amongst them. _

Inasmuch as mechanics and most classes of labourers n fowns
work together in shops and associale together, cvery respectable
workman has an interest in the respeetability of those with whom
e lives. If from profuse parochial allowances one workman
in a shop receives money which others do not get, as it comes ill
so it goes ill, and is_invariably spent in drink.  The sober work-
man is then sure to be plagued by the weakness and disorders of
the drunkard. The labourer who has the prospect of out-door
unconditional relief from the parish commonly becomes an indolent
fellow whose labour is slave labour, to which he is only to be
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urged, if not by the lash of the whip by the lash of the tongue,
The good workman, who would give good work in return for good
wages, who is confined to the same workshop with sach demoral-
ized men, wears his heart out in trying to get through his work,
and is condemned to a perpetual struggle against the effects of
their indolence and vice.  The conduct and example of the pau-
perized workman have a pernicious efleet upon all the domestie
and social relations of the respectable elasses of workmen, In
the example cited (p. 203), the poor girl who applied for velief in
consequence of the desertion of her vagabond husband, was in all
probability the daugliter of a workman,

It is of the highest importance to the labouring classes that
their I'riendly Societics, Annuity Socicties, Savings’ Banks, and
other provident institutions, should suceeed.  When, by misma-
nagement in the parish providing for all natural and insurable
contingencies, a workman is induced to spewd the whole of his
carnings, and refuse to countribufe to a Friendly Society, the
respectable and independent workman, who would by such
. means obtain independent support, is thus injured either by the
society on which he depends being weakened, or possibly by his
being himself deprived of that reliel which combined subserip-
tions can alone attain,  Not only is the drunkavd limself a loss
to the rest of the honest workmen, but he is the occasion of more
extensive loss, by deterring others who are not drunkards from
contributing. T'he independent workman may thus be rendered
dependent on charity in the hour of ueed; and all who have
experienced it must know well that, be it disguised low it may,
medical relief by officers who are not directly dependent on the
good opinion of those whom they serve, is rarely good relicf.
‘The medical ofticer of a sick club, besides being selected by the
club, and being dependent on the good opinion of the members
his employers, is acquainted with their habits, and is so far the
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points which have been stated respecting the social evils and
misdirected veliel, and those which we shall present on the sub-
ject of wages, ure fully considered by the honest and industrious
workman, he cannot fail to see the beneficent tendency of the
new law to raise the depressed by loreing them to exercise their
own energies, and to protect and advance the prosperous, IHe
will hail every Assistant Commissioner or agent for carrying it
info exccution, as people threatened or afflicted with a pestilence
would hail the presence of physicians.

If the law had been devised by an assemblage of working men,
infending to advance the condition of their own elass without in-
Juring others, they could scarcely have framed any enactments
more conducive to that object.  In fact, for the first time in the
history of legislation, workmen ihemselves were examined, and
their opinions and practice were consulted for the guidance of the
Legislature. It has been seen that the principle of the new Ad-
ministration is, that relief should be ineligible to any one who can
maintain himself by the exercise of his own industry, or from the
fruits of his own former labour,  As it is the principle which the
workmen had years ago established in the administration of their
own funds as members of Benefit Societies, that the man who had
declared upon the box should ecither be wholly on the box, and
do no work at his trade, orshould be wholly oft' the box, and
depend upon his own resources; so it is the prineiple of adminis-
tration adopted by the new law, that a man who declares himself
an applicant for parochial relief, shall be wholly on, or wholly oft’
the poor’s box ; or, in other words, shall receive no reliel in aid
of wages. The following evidence was elicited by one of the
Commissioners of Inquiry.

Mr. Tidd Pratt was examined on this point.  Under the 10
Geo IV, c. 56, which was brought into Parliament at the in-
stance and with the concurrence of delegates from the Iriendly
Societics, composed of the labouring classes throughout the

better qualified to treat their disorders, Ile is at all times
accessible to them, and it is proved by the experience of the
worknmien of the Last India House, that the severity in duration
of sickness is diminished nearly one-half by taking it in time.
The respectable workmen may, as suflerers, complain of the

country, lie has examined and certified about three thousand sets
of regulations for ditterent societies, all of which, with the excep-
tion of about two per cent., were framed by the members. He
was asked— In these institutions, is the condition of a member
receiving relief, or living without work, ever allowed to be as
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a week, the allowance in the case of sickuess would bie, en an
average of the whole time of the sickness, about Bs. 0 week,
During the last session Mr, Slaney bronglit in « Bill for the
purpose of sanctioning the formation ol societies for the reliel of
members when out of employment. At his instance 1 made in-
quiries amongst some of the most intelligent and vespeetable of
the labouring classes s to what should lie the extent of allow.
ance 10 those who were out of work. [ suggested to the parties
that one-half the usual wages might he a proper allowanee.  The
unanimous reply of all the operatives with whom | conversed on
the subject was, that an allowanee of one-third would he ample,
and that more than that would enly induce the members to con-
tinue on the society rather than endeavour to ind work."”

If 2 committee of labourers of any elass had freely and fairly
framed and enacted the new poor-law rvgulntiulm. in the smne
manner as they have framed the regulations of their chibg, they
would have franted and enacted them much more strietly and better
than has ever been done by persons of superior classes, They
would not have allowed to the indolent pauper meat three times
a-week, whilst there were millions of industrious workmen who do
not taste meat from month to month; nor would such a com-
mittee have sanctioned a clameur for beer and fermented liguors,
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the abuses Irave not been exhibited in any extraordinary mal-
practices, the enforcement of the new law is requisite to guard
against theic imtroducetion.

To form «a notion of the evil to be guarded against, some
attention should be paid to what is meant T)y the evils of the al-
lowance system. Those evils we have already pointed out at
length; but we cannot aveid recurring to them,

No intelligent workmen—none who understand the cireum-
stances which chiefty afteet their condition, need be told that any
thing which cheapens the Tabour of one part of a class of work-
men, injures or brings down the wages of the rest ol the class ;
nor is it necessary to explain that the labour is cheapened by retain-
ing in the market more labourers than are wanted.  ‘T'he agrieul-
iral Jabourers examined before the recent Commiittee of the
HHouse of Commons showed, in some of their answers, that they
understood the efleets of aredundancey of labour,

When, during a period of distress, allowances in aid of wages
were given front the poor's-rates, no doubt the authors of that
practice conceived that they should thereby increase the labourer’s
meome ; and for a time, and under some cirenmstances, that eftect
was certainly produced,  But it was soon found that in the same
proportion i@s rates were piid in aid of wages o any class, in the

L§1§ whilst in lll(‘; familics of wnprosperous but il}dllr‘-h‘iml.‘i workmen, same proportion did the farmers reduce the wages of those re-
gEL only water 1s d.ramk as a beverage,  In fact, ll}(h‘(‘- \\'O.I'kHll‘" Jieved; and as a necessary consequence, by cheapening the price
131 who have acquired wealth, and as members of Vestries  or of 1he Jabour of those who were not relieved.  When the market
| Boards of Guardiang, have become adhministrators of the Law, have rate of wages was 12y, and ds. was paid by the parish fo the mar-
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generally been distinguished for their greater strictness in its
exceution; they have nnderstood what is for the true interest and
advancement of their elass.  ‘They well kunow, that at any time,
it is false humanity, (and like most of what goes by the name, if
it is anything, the immediate velief is in its ultimate effect real
crucliy), so to administer relief as to keep the applicant hanging
upon the box,  The foregoing statement has related only to the
districts where rates are not regulavly paid in aid of wages, where
no extraordinary abuse prevailed, where the introduction of the
machinery of the new law would only occasion a more systematic
administration of relief by paid offieers, with the checks against
jobbing and speculation afforded by an improved mode of ac-
counts and a rc-sponsiblc audit.

ried labouver, the farmer did noi give 125, but 8s.; instead of
getting 125, from his employer, the labourer got only 8s., and
had to appear as a beggar and a pauper before a parish board,
to get the other 4s. The farmer, who paid only 8s. to the
marricd man, would give no more to the single man who was as
good a workman, and onght to have had 125, We refer to the
evidence of the mischievous operation of the law, in this respect,
on the wages of the agricultural lahourer.

Mr. Barnelt staies, as the ground of his support of the law, the
mischievous cfleets of the same malpractices at Notfingham. By
this process, in a manufacturing  district, goods were maile ui)
partly at the expense of the parish, by allowances in aid of wages;
and a manufacturer in Yorkshire might have found himsell under-

\ Y But there are no districts where the wages of labourers are sold, and his workmen discharged, not because they were less
1 ﬁ entirely unafiected by the abusive administration of the southern skilfutl, or their saods inferior in quality, but because the poor’s-
Tk ¢ F X e . « ISR T 1. . TN X i o X gty | S &
Ak | B counties.  In townships of Lancashire, w h“tT 15 L“ll"dl the rates in Gloucestershire had been misapplied by the overseers and
b ronndsmen system was found cslz}bllsilt-(l. In Nottinghamshire, aiven in aid of wages. ‘The central control, which is decried by
: ;% 3, Leicestershire, in Durham, and in other northern d'?’m‘:tﬁ’ the fanaties in Yorkshive, is the best protection both of workmen and

i practice had taken root.  In the manufacturing districts, where masters against sueh abuses,
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The information as to the general state of wages in distriets
where tho poor’s-rates ave highor low, is corroborative of the con-
clusions dedueed from the known operation of the law in ]mrlicu-
lar cases.  Some time ago, when an inquiry was mado ito the l
labour in factories, and the exact return was obtained of the wages 11| 16 |

|

Weekly IWages of Males.

6 31
of every person of many thonsands employed, some valuable DISTRICTS, ;g :.E‘l) 1 ;g
results were obtained, which are stated in the following evi-

dence :—

& d & d- I do i ¥ d. 3. d.
York, W. R. 4 49 919 eyez g2 6

“ Have you observed, in the course of your caleulations, whether there
was any conuexion between the rate of wages and the amount of the

¥ * 2 h i3 A r Py
4 WAGES OF OPERATIVES. Wiltshire . 2 403 6 4411 6313 10§15 5
£l Dr. James Mitehell exmmined, Aberdeen .+ 4117 9314 5 IM 10 |16 63
Y “ You have been employed under the Tactory Commission us :
2 actuury, to make out the results to be derived trom the returns mude
i from the various fuctories 7—1I have. 51 66
ijg “ Irom their returns have you had the means of knowing the wages DISTRICTS, 1 to 1o
3 paid in the various parts of the United Kingdom ?—Fhe returns from 96 71
Akt the faclories are extremely munerous, and by classifying them aceord-
fi | ing to the districts of the kingdom from which they come, and the ' ) e
Lil’ description of manufacture in which they are engaged, and working out York, W.R. : 21 0" 16 8}
r;:‘: the results, I have formed tables exhibiting the wiges paid to persons Wiltshire . 14 10} al7 s}
B of both sexes at every different age, in the different descriptions of Aberdeen i5 oty 43 0 13
{. i manufacture in the different parte of the kingdom. ¢ ’ v g t
v}
t

- oy e R
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- poor’s-rate in differents parts of the kingdom, and if so, what has been Weckly IVages of Females.
’i the resuit ?—I can state, of my own knowledge, only the facts as I find
sl them on the face of the very numerous returns submitted to me, {rom 1 16 21| 26 | ;
i all the factories throughout the kingdom, and from them it uppears that DISTRICTS. o | to to to to
i where the poor’s-rate is lowest, the wages are highest.  Where the 1 16 | 21 | 26 | 31 } 36
L poor’s-rate is highest the wagest are lowest.  Where the poor’s-rate is
intermediate, neither high nor low, the wages ure intermedinte also. d s s d s als dls d
““Where are the operatives best paid ?—In Lancashire, and there York, W. R, 5|4 63 6 5} 4y 7 2%

the amount raised for poor’s-rate does not exceed 4s. 4d. per annum Wiltshire . 3)2 9 4 ; 13
for every one of the whole population. Aberd 3 43 705 1 .
“Can you give an abstract from any of the tables which you have erdeenn o R !
calculated, showing the comparative wages paid for the same descrip-
tion of manufacture?—Yes: the woollen manufacture is carried on in
the West Riding of Yorkshire, in the West of England, and in the
North of Scotland.  The following abstracts will show the prices pail DISTRICTS,
for males at different ages, aud for females.

6113
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“ It will be seen that the money paid for wages ot Aberdeen is more
than in Wiltshive; and tnking into acconnt the cheapness of living in
that part of the kingdom, the condition of the operative is there G
more comfortable,

“What has been the amount per head of the population vaised for
the veliet of poor in these several districts?—In Aberdeen compulsory
reliet to the poor is totally unkuown,  In the West Riding of’ York
und in Wiltshire the rates vaised for the veliel of the poor pev head for
the population in 1801, 1811, 1821, nud 1831 have been as foltows

COUNTIES, 1801 1811 1821 1841

. . L. oo | £ 5 d Loos L. s o,
West Riding of York, . | 0 6 7 0 10 0 0 “6 ’!l { ‘: '?

Wiltshire . . A | I KA 1] 1 1@ 0 14 8 D 16 6

Sl .y
S T I TRAAS A T e

o s S Ry T AP T e

“ Can you show a similar vesult from any olher manufacture ?2—Yes,
the silk mannfacture will show the snme thing, but as females are
chicfly employed in the sitk factories, [ shall only stute these wages of
the females in four districts of the Kingdom (Derbyshire) and some
factories in the neighbouring connties, Norfolk, Sulfolk, and Essex,—in
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“ Will you state what has heen the amount raised for the relicf of
the poor in these districts in the years above mentioned 7—1T do not
know the precise amount raised at Paisley, but as compared with any
part of Fngland it is exceedingly small.  The following is the amount
mised at the four diflerent periods mentioned, in Derby, Norfolk, Suf-
fulk, Issex, und Somerset.”

1601 1811 1821 1831

£, s L, 5 d Loosd, L. s,
Derly 0 6 Y 010 1 0 8 2 0 G

Norlolk 012 5 01911 01410 015
Suflolk 011 4 019 3 017 ¢ 018
Essex 012 1 1 4 8 017 7 017
Somerset 0 %10 012 2 0 8 7 0 8

Tu different parts of this district, diflerent causes may be as-
signed for the depression of wages; but the general coincidence
of the low wages with high poor's-rates, as it consequence of mal-
administration to a great extend, at the time the returns were

made, or before the new law was brought into operation, is cor-
voborated by other evidence. .

It may be objeeted that for periods of severe distress the new
administration of relief is inapplicable to the manufucturing dis-

Somersetshire, und Paisley in Scotland. It ouglit to be mentioned that
below 11 illll! aller 36 exceedingly few are amployed, so that it is only
from 11 to 36 that the amount of wages is {o be considercd a criterion
of the general condition of the operatives,
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{o remain as compelitors in place :
for a few, and thus it is injurious to the labouring classes them-

SARR-2E R

DISTR!CTS._ {o to 1o {u tu to to tu pur

RiMslas U Weekly Wages of Females. ricts.  ‘The answer to 1his objection is, that although in times of
i Hel — extraordinary pressure it may be necessary to change the mode of
. v s ’ it l " . . 'Y * . * . L) wfr + : -
AR b L [Below! 11 p 36 poer |26 [ 3 | 36 1 41 | Rate aiving relief, and to give out-door relief when the “011\]1911.59 is
HRE-C T dte DISTRICTS. 1 ]t[“. ,',‘; (}g !3”1 '?. to { to ) per full, yet that it is at no time necessary to change the principle

BB IS s p o1 | e | o . 4 | He AR . o : ards of o I
AN H e . Wop e 11];?3;" upon which relief is to be given. As the stewards of a I'riendly
il ii - - Soctety would, when there came an wnusual flood of claimants
' AFig é Derby 1 1"1 5 ';,'1 Py f,; 7 (f; 7 '; 7 "61 & "1'1 A di' 1, "7- upon the bos, if they did their duty to the other members, app,ly
. R * . 2 a dl o < ¢ * M .« " . o M T 5 L) L
. I Notfolk, &e. {1 512 7714 635 o411 [+ 46 570 ohs 1 the principle with inereased firmmess, so the stew ards of the poor’s
B Lt Rae 31 8 Somerset o JO10 12 6113045 2o 1|5 1146 0p 4008 9 rates would ou such occasions merease their \'1g|luncc._ Because,
- NELRE-H R Paisley . . 12 313 85 67 Jj6 047 856 6 vfo 0 First, the lax adminisivation of relicf on such occastons is @ bounty
!E ki kg ol improvidence during poriodso‘l'prospcrli.y, El.ll(llslllJlIl:lOll:StOilm
i1 IR X B Poor’s labouring classes themselves. Secondly, it often occasions many
i ; A s where there is often only work

]

ik :

¥ X 51 | 56 | 61 | 66 | 71 | 76 | 81 | 8

o gt 8G | Head . .

ik 1831, selves. The illegal allowances in aid of wages to tllle 1hund-loom

nvers. N vari arts of Lancashir ave tended to retain

i sedo | sodi)so do s soodo s doys | s | s d \\(‘d\t!.‘:, 1 varions l).llls of I ‘11.1(. 1Sllll(‘, «lﬁl. “? {Ketent 1 ; (r

1 Derhy o |5 45 15 ofa1ti{s o4 5|1 6{5 015 7 them in an employment, which is hopeless of elhctent 1mprove-

i1 §££3:§:t&c 5_: 181 g 8 0 g (;l :J 00 0 0[0 ofa o1 4 ment to themselves—in a condition equally burthensome to the
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Paisley . . | 0 olo oid ais G s (l' ] g g 3 g 3 ; d rate-payers. In Spitalficlds, weavers have been retained hanging
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216 The Parish and the Union,

consequence of a change in the seat of the manufacture,  The
following extract shows the ordinary practice avising out of the
allowance system, which was doubtless produced by a period of
extraordinary suftering in a northern district, where we have
been told that no such practices have taken root :—

“ The fruits of this system of allowance to uble-bodied labourers
are exhibited in a practice adopted in this place by the muster munu-
facturers in the carpet weaving line, which forms a principal occupation
of its inhabitants.  The masters take n number of boys into their em-
ployment on the footing of apprentices; not, however, bound by any
indenture. These they employ just as long as they like, with wages
fourpence in the shilling lower than those of regular journeymen,
While business continues pretty brisk, they keep the journeymen in
work along with these boys; but whenever they get what is termed o
bad order from their London correspondents, the journeymen are
turnied ot immediately, ‘Fhey are thus thrown on the parish at every
moment of stagnation.  Weavers are frequently known to get their web
out (finish their web in the loom) on Friday or Saturday, and come for
relief to the parish on Monday night. * In Barnard Castle, my wituess
suid, “this system is becoming howrible.” 1le added * that the parish
was made use of like a depdt for soldiers;’ meaning that workmen
were billeted on the parish whenever they were not required on active
service.’—Luxtracts of Eridence collecled by the Commissioners of
Inquiry, p. 178, Mr. Wilson’s Report, Durham.

Thirdly, a firm adherence to correct principle is needful on
such occasions for the protection of the rate-payers, who generally
sufter by the prevalent causes of distress.

We have been corroborated in our opinions, it any corrobora-
tion were wanting, by knowing the mauner in which the distress
of the manufacturing population in the parish of Darwen, near
Bolton, was relieved in the year 1826G. Ifrom the testimony of
residents we know that by the firm administration of relief, the
labourers were thrown upon their own resources : that whilst by
the exertion of their energies they ceased the more speedily
to be burthensome, the demand for labour improved and wages
doubled ; that the investment of capital increased five-fold;
and that rent doubled: thus exhibiting the operation of the
great mutual interests of labourer, capitalist, Jandlord and rate-
payer, in their mutual prosperity.

This effect of the new law, in diminishing the duration of a pres-
sure upon the rates, is shown in the parish of Spitalficlds,

There are now but few weavers in the parish of Spitalfields,
properly so called; the greater proportion of them inhabit the
parish of Betlmal Green, which has been placed under the
management of a Board of Guardians. The following is the

P
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account of the weekly number of inmates of thg workhouse, and
of the weekly payments of out-door reliel during the month of
April, as compared with the amounts paid during the correspond-
ing months of the last year.

T PTETE i -

Total number Total nember Total amonunt

of Out-deor of
In-:luorul'uulwrs. Pavpers, Qut-door Rellef,
Weeksn Aprit. | ___
1837 | 1836 ;| 1837 1836 1837

L& E. 5. d
First . | 497 720 | 2907 11900 [ 93 14 O 1Bl 6 8

Second . . 490 | 730 2000 ] 189919316 9|00 7 O
Third . | A75 ] 730 [ 2001 {1868 196 3 919017 11

Fourth . . 503 1744 | 2904 1850 |94 3 O 8415 O
! |

‘I'he anount of money distributed in out-door relief during the
last month, it will be observed, is greater in proportion to the
numbers relieved than the amount distributed during the cor-
responcing period of the former year. ‘The following retm.-n1 'OF
the number of paupers relieved, and of the amount of relie
distributed in 1830, will serve for comparison with the pres-
sure al the present time.  We are warranted in expressing
our belief that under the old mode of distributing relief nearly
as great a number of receivers of rates would have appeared on
the books at the present time.

T 150, e e oor Tuwpors, Outofo Retler
L. s d

Tirst . . . 1267 5364 162 18 G
Second . 1325 5283 162 5 6
Third . . . 1374 5181 . 165 18 6
Fourth . . 1350 2442 166 18 6

s d T AT 1 T IR T e AT 2 TS ERIR R kL F AT T A T,
e v——ca— -y

The number of looms thrown out of work then was believed to
be about the same as during the present time, namely about
7000. . 3
But there is a great class to whom the old law dealt W ith pecu-
liar atrvocity. A man was indusivious, abstinent, :\nd.{rugal; he
rose carly und he toiled late 3 he worked hard and he fared hard :
he did this that he might save the means of keeping hin-
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self independent, ‘or of abtaining comforts in his old age, or of
providing for his wife or children: bt the overseer or other ad-
ministrators of the law, especially those who eall themselves
humane, foreibly took from the savings of thiz man and gave it
to the nan who, having veither wiled nor been frugal and provi-
dent, became a begear, The havd-working aud industrious nan
would, Irom Ins savings, have given his industrious wife better
clothing, but that by order of the magistrate his hard-cared
savings were faken from him to elothe wnd maintain the pauper
prostitute:: the industrions and toiling man would have provided
better food and advanced his own children, but, by the abuse
of the law, his savings were levied that the prostitute might first
be paid to maintain her bastard, Thus it was; and where the new
Jaw is not yet carried into complete efteet, thus it is, that the hard-
working rate-payer or small owner is dealt with for the mainte-
nance of vice : this is perpetrated under the cloak and name of
charity, which in almest every degraded pauper covers an enor-
nious sin.

The small vate-payers ave many : the large ones ave few: and
those who intend to tax the rich, thus oppress an industrions mul-
titude.

Such being the injurious efieets of the old modes of adminis-
tration upon the wellare of some of the manufacturing labourers,
we will now advert to the new mode of administering velief; for
it is not the law or the right to relief which is aliered, hut the
mode of relief which is altered.  'The law of Elizabeth hath pro-
vided, that velief should be given to those having no means to
maintain them ; that law remains (he same as heretofore: the
chief alteration in the mode of giving relief s, that whilst the re-
lief given is such as those who are destitule and in danger of
perishing for want must deem a benefaction, it will not be lound
by the indolent preferable to honest industry. ‘T'he persons who are
destitute will receive ample food, with meat three times a week;
whereas millions of hard-working people do not faste it. once.
Is this provision inhumane to the destitute? The inmates may
quit the house whenever they please upon giving three howrs’
notice. Is that imprisonment 7 When the recent distress visited
the manufacturing labowrers of Nottingham, the Guardians, n
order to make room for the able-bodied applicants, wished the
ol women to receive out-door relief, and oftfered them where-
withal to provide for themselves, but they eould not be bribed to

uit the house. The evidence brought forward by Mr. Walter,
against the new administration of relief, proved that the aged were
better provided for than under the old system,  The change which
wears the semblance of severity, but which, in its result, 1s really
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benevolent, is in throwing the able-hodied and thie indolent upon
their own resourees, and forcing them into honest courses of
industry.

In our analysis of the evidenee relating to these subjeets, in the
Agricultural Unions, will be found the most ample details of these
beneficent arrangements,
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