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HEH to maintain themfelves, when they are | tionof thefe laft mentioned Commodi- . ’!g_f 8
i not employed at Sca 5 and the charge of f| ties, is the Towch-flove whereby the g B
maintaining them, though 720004 per || Wealth of England is tryed, and the “i"l
i anmum, 1 take to be little or nothing, | Puife wherby the Health of the King- - EE :
for the rcafons above mentioned, and || dom may be difcerned. ! f
il l4 , confequently an cafie Tax to the people, | | 3
R | ; becaufe Leavyed by, and paid to them- | i
| eves, | li
Ak AHering  As W propouqdcd that Zreland ; Cuapr. I : “g i
’j:hf Ll g o thould be Taxcd with Flax, and Eng- | | i
i land by Linnen , and other Manufa- i That France cannot by reafon of nataral, |
1 Tlm | élure of -the i.'amc 5 1 con&cwc th‘l‘t - and perpetual Impediments, be more B
| Scotland alfo might be Taxed as muchy | ppperful at Sea, than the Englifh, i B
oLk to be paid in Herrings, as Ireland in } . Hollanders now are, or may be. W8
R Flax: Now the thrcc Taxcs (viz) of | i 8
- Flax, Linnen, and Herrings, and the | Ower at Sea confifts chicfly of The qua: 11;%5 g
T maintainance of the triple Militia, and | Men, able to fight at Sea, and that lities of T
| I of the Auxilliary Seamen above-men- | in fuch Shipping, asis moft proper for S i
B Ll tioned, do all five of them together, a- || the Seas wherein they ferve; and thofe fence of M
T e mount to one Million of mony, the || arcin thefe Northern Seas, Ships from England. if i
gl ! raifing whereof is not a Million {pent, || between three hundred to one thoufand L
’H 1 but gain unto the Common-Wealth, | threc hundred Tuns; and of thofc {uch [T
N L unlefs it can be made appear, that by |l as draw much Water, and have a deep I B
f [4'1 reafon of all, or any of them, the Ex- i Latch in the Sea, in order to keeP 1 i
j' I portation of Woollen Manufatlures » || good Wind , and not to fall to Lee- | I
[ Lead, and Tin, are leflened; or of fuch | ward, a matter of vaft advantage in .
o i wf‘ ] Commoditics, as our own Eaff and || Sea Service : Wherefore it is to be ex- e
i i} ai; o Weff India Trade do produce, foral § amined, 1. Whether the King of France, h
o i -'i!%i% i ~ much as I conceive, that the Exporta- || hath Ports in the Northern Seas (where L,
g tion | E he i
LS
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he hath moft occafion for his Flects of g And as for Veflels drawing much ’ .
it War, in any contefts with Zngland) able | \yacer, and confequently keepinga good -
i J‘1 | to rcccive the Veflels ab(.)vc-m.mtioncd, R Wind, they can take or leave Ieeward : % q
R in all Weathers, both in Winter and [l yeffcls; at pleafure, and fecure them- | ?
. Summer Scafon,  For if the King of ¥ flyes from being boardéd: by - them
8 i France , would bring to Sca an cqual || Morcover the windward' Ship , ‘has a bt
Eﬁh‘ il numbcr of fighting Men, with the Zx1g- f frirer mark at a Leeward Ship,  than at
R " lifb and Hollauders, in fmall floaty Lee- Hajce erfas and can place her fhot up- “i;
G ward Veflels, he would cereainly be of | on fuch parts of the Leeward Veflel, B
RINE the weaker fide. For a Veflel of one |l 56 ypon the next Tack will be under Il
ii i thoufandTuns manned with fivehundred | wager, . . ! B
Men, fighting with five Veflcls of two || Now then the King of France, having i B
ol hundred Tuns, each manned with one |j 45 Pores able to receive large wind- %11 ;
% f%, hundred Men  apicce, fhall in common | ward Veflels, between Dunkirk and ‘ff
d ! rcafon have the better offenfively, and @fbant, what other Ships he can bring Lf{ui.‘- :
L defenfively ; forafmuch as the great || jnro thofe Seas, will notbe confiderable. f{!in &
R Ship can carry fuch Ordnance, as can § Ag for the wide Ocean, which his Har- e
| ‘Ef | reach the fmall ones at a far greater i hours of Breft, and Charente, do, look “ ;
g L diftance, than thofc can reach, or atf juo: it affordeth him no advantage D
ARG Jeaft hutc the others and can bateer, upon an Encmy ; there being fo greata o
A i | and fink ara diftance, when tmall ones |f 1 acirude of engaging or not, even when n( i
AR '~ can fcarce peircc. ' the Partics are in fight of cach.other. e A
i Morcover it is more difficult for Men|  Whercfore, although the King of i
! out ‘of a fmall Veficl, to enter a tall {f f4pce were immentely rich, and could : E:{': .
TR Ship, then for Men from a higher place, || pyjld what Ships he pleafed, both for it
S l | to leap down into aiower ; nor is'fmallyj yyumber, and quality 5 yet if he have L i
R fhot fo cffeCtual upon a tall -Ship, as| ot Ports to receive, and fhelter, thac i!
55 e vice verfa. fort and fize of Shipping, which is fir for h B
N - his purpofc s the faid Riches will in this i
IR | | | i
(Edda gl : R
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cafc be fruitlefs, and a mere expence
without any rcturn, or profit. Some
will fay that other Nations cannot
build (%)' good Ships as the Englifhs
I do indeed hope they cannot; but
becaufc it feems too poflible, chat they
may fooncr or later, by Pra&ticeand Ex.
perience; 1 fhall not makcufe of that
Argument, having bound my fclf to
fhew,that the impcﬁ

petual.  Ships, and Guns do'not fight
of themfelves, but Men who act and
manage them; wherefore it is more
material to fhew; That the King of
France, ncither hath, nor can have Men
fufficient, to Man a Flect, of cqual
firength to that of the King of Lng-
lands (viz.) .

The King of Englands Navy, confifts
of about feventy thoufand Tuns of

Shipping, which requires thirty fix|

thoufand Men to Man it ; thefe Men be-
ing fuppofed to be divided into cight
parts, I conceive that one cighth part,
muft be perfons of great Experience,
and Repuration, in Sea Service : ano-
ther eighth part muft-be fuch as have

ufed the Sea feven years and upwards; |

half

iments of France, (as |
~ to this purpofc) arc natural, and per- |

Lss ]
half of them,. or § parts morc, muft be
fuch as have ufed theSea abovea twelve-
month, wiz. two, three, four, five, or
fix ycars, allowing buc onc quarter of
the whole Complements, to be fuch as
never were at Sca atall, or at moft but
onc Voyage, or upon onc Expedition;
fo that at a mediam I reckon, that the
whole Fleet muft be Men of three or
four years growth, one with another.

Fournier, alatejudicious Writer, make- TheNum.

i it hi ber of
ing it his bufines to perfuade the 7 .

World, how confiderable the King of France.

France was, or might beat Sea, in the
ninety fecond and ninety third pages of
his Hydrography, faith, ‘That therc was
onc placc in Britany, which had fur-
nifhed the King with onc thoufand four
hundred Scamen, and that perhaps the
whole Sea-Coaft of Framce , might
have furnifhed him with fifteen times
as many : Now fuppofing his whole Al-
legation werc true, yet the faid number
amounts but to twenty one thoufands
all which, if the whole Trade of Ship-
ping in France were quite and clean
abandoned , would not by above a
thitd, Man out a Fleet equivalent, to

that of the King of England: And it
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the Trade were but barely kept a-
live, there would not be one third
part Mcn cnough, to Man the faid
Fleet. . = '

But if the Shipping Tradc of France,
be notabove a quarter as great as chat
of . England, and that onc third part
of the fame, namely the Fithing Trade
to the Banks of Newfoundland, is not
peculiar, nor fixe to the Frewchs then
I fay that if the King of Ewgland
(having power to. Prefs Men) cannot
under two or three months time Man
his Flect; then the King of France,
with lefs than a quarter of the fame
hclp, canneverdoitatall; for in France
(as fhall e¢lfewhere be fhewn) there are
not above onc hundred and fifty thou-
fand Tun of Trading Veflcls, and con-
fequently not above fifteen thoufand
Seamen; reckoning a Man to cvery ten
Tun. As it has been fhewn that the
King of * France, cannot at. prefent Man
fuch a Flect, as 1s above defcribed, we
come next to fhew that he never can,
being under natural, and perpetual
Impediments: viz. 1. If there be bue
fiftcen thoufand Scamcn in all Erance,
to manage its Tradc, it is not to be

o | {uppofcd,

Cs7 1

fuppofed , that the faid Trade fhould
be extinguifhed, nor that it fhould fpare
above five of the faid fifteen thoufand
towards manning the Fleet which re-
quires thirty five thoufand.

Now the deficient thirty thoufand The ways
muft be fupplied, onc of thefe four o,
ways, cither, firft by taking in Land- muft in-
men, of which forc there muft not be creale Sea-
above ten thoufand, fince the Scamen”
will never be contented, without bein
the major part, nor do they heartily Why e
wifh well to Landmenac all, or rejoyce fike Lalnd.
cven at thofe Succeffes, of which the men.
Landmen can claim any fhare ; thinking
it hard that themfclves, who are bred
to mifcrable, painful, and dangerous
Employments, (and yct profitable to
the Commonwealth) fhould at a time
when booty and purchaf¢ is to be gotten,
be clogged or hindered, by any con-
junction with Landmen, or forced to
admit thofe, to an equal fhare with
themfelves, 2. The Seamen which we
{uppofe twenty thoufand, maft be had,
that is hired from other Nations, which
cannot be without tempting chem with
fo much Wages, as cxceeds what is

given
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given by Merchants, and withal to coun-

The da-cerpoifc the danger of being hanged.

e€r O . J
&, by their own Prince, and allowed no

Seamen Quarter if they are taken; the trou-
Ctheirfer- hle of conveying themiclves away,
??f,,;}'f when Reftraints and Prolibitions arc up-
on them; and alfo the infamy of having

. becn Apoftates, to thcir own Coun-

try, and Caufc: I fay their Wages muft

be more than double, to what their

own Prince gives them, and their af-
furance muft.be very great, that they

fhall not be at Jong run abuicd or
flighted by thofe who cmployed them ;

(as hating the Traitor, although they

love the Treafon.) I fay morcover,

¢hat thofe who will be thus tempted

away, muft be of the bafeft, and lewd-

cft fort of Scamen, and fuch as have

not enough of Honour and Confci-

ence, to qualific them for any Trufi,

fHow Menor gallant Performance. 3. Another
learn tobe way to increafe Scamen, i to put great
good 5S¢4 ymbers of Landmen upon Ships of
" Woar, in order to their being Scamen ;
but this courfe cannot be effettual, not

only for the above mentioned Antipa-

thy, between Landmen, and Seam;e)n;

ut
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but alfo, becaufc it is feen, that Men at
Sea do not apply themfclves to- La-
bour and Practice, without more ne-
ceflity than happens in over-manned
Shipping. For where there arc fifty
Men in a Veffel, that ten can fufhici-
ently Navigate , - the fupernumerary
forty will improve little : But where
there fhall be of ten but one or two
fupcrnumeraries, there neceffity will
often call upon every Man to fer his
hand to the Work, which muft be
well done at the peril of their own lives,
Morcover Scamen thifting Veflels al-
moft every fix or twelve months, do
fometimes Sail in fmall Barks; fome-
times in midling Ships, and fometimes
in great Veflels of Defence 5 fometimes
in Lighters, fometimes in Hoighs,{ome-

times in Kctches, fometimes in three

Mafted Ships, fometimes they go to the
Southward, fomectimes to the North-
ward, fomectimes the Coaft, fometimes
they crofs the Ocean; by all which
variety of Service, they do in time
compleat themfelves, in every Pare,
and Circumftance of their Faculty :
Whereas thofe who go out for a Sum-

mer,
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mer, in a Man of War, have not that
varicty of Pradtice, nora dircct necef-
fity of doing any thingat all,

Befides it is three or four ycars ata
medinm, whercin a2 Scaman muft be
made; neither can there be lefs than
three Seamen, to make a fourth, of a
Landman : Confequently the fifteen
thoufand Seamen of Frasce , can in-
creafc but five thoufand Seamen in three
or four ycars, and unlefs their Trade
thould increafc with their Scamen in
proportion, the King muft be forced to
bear the charge of this improvement,
out of the Publick Stock, which is in-
tolerable. So as the Queftion which
Whether NOW remains, is, whether the Shipping.
the ship- ‘Trade of France is like toincreafc? Up-
g on-which accompt it is to be confi-

Trade of A ] ) .
Franceis dered; 1. That France +18 fufliciently

like toin- ftored , with all kind of Neceflaries

ceafe.  sihin it fclf; as with Corn, Cattle,

Wine, Salt, Linnen-Cloth, Paper, Silk,
Fruits, @c. Soas they nced lictle Ship-
ping, to Import more Commoditics of
Weight, or Bulk; ncither is there any
ching of Bulk Exported out of France,

but Wines, and Salt 5 the weight where-
| | of

[ 6]

of is under one ‘hundred thoufund
Tun per annum, yielding not cmploy-
ment to above twenty five thoufand
Tun of Shipping, and thefe are for the
moft part Dutch, and Englifh, who arc
not only alrcady in Poffeflion of the
faid Tradc, but allo arc better ficted

to maintain it, than the French are, or
perhaps cver can be: And that for the
following Reafons. (wiz) 1. Becaufe ,
the French cannot Victual fo cheap as &ﬁ;ﬁ:?s
the Englifb, and Dutch, nor Sail with cannot.
{fo few Hands. 2. The French for want

of good Coafts and Harbours, cannot
keep their Ships in Port, under dou-

ble the Charge that the Englifh and
Elollanders can. 3. by reafon of Pau-
city, and diftance of their Ports, onc
from another, their Seamen and Tradef-
men relating to Shipping, cannot Cor-
refpond with, and Aflift one another,

fo cafily, chcaply, and advantagcoufly,

as in other places. Wheretore if thei,
Shipping Trade, is not likely to in-
creafc within themfelves , and much

lefs to increafe, by their beating out.
the Englifh, and Hollanders, from be-

ing the Carriers of the World ; it fol-

lows
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lows , that their Scamen will not be
increafed, by the incrcafe of their faid
Trade: Whercfore, and for that they
arc not like to be incrcafed, by any
of the feveral ways above fpecificd,
and for that their Ports arc not fit
to receive Ships of Burthen, and Qua-
lity , fit for their purpofc; and that
by rcafon of the lefs fitncls of their
Ports, than that of their Neighbours;
I conceive, that what was propounded,
hath been competently proved.

The afore.named Fournier in the
ninety fecond and ninety third pages of
his Fydrography, hath labourcd to
prove the contrary of all this, unto
which I refer the Reader ¢ Not think-
ing his Arguments of any weight at
all, in the prefent cafe. Nor indeed
doth he make his Comparifons, with
the Englifh or Hollanders, but with
the Spaniards, who, nor the Grand
Scignior, (the latter of whom hath great-
advantages, to be powerful at Sca
than the King of France) could ever

attain to any illuftrious greamefs in

Naval Power : Having often attempt-
ed, but never fucceeded in the fame.
Nor:

L63]1

Nor is it cafic to belicve, that the
King of Lngland fhould for fo ma.
ny ycars, have continucd his Title to
the Sovereignty of the Narrow Seas,
againft his Neighbours (ambitious c-
nough to have gotten it from him)
had not their Impediments been Na-
tural, and Perpetual, and fuch, as we
fay, do obitruct the King of Frauce.

CHAP.
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