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*Cafe of 2 Rich M

rtffolvc§ to cnlarge his. Barns and Store-
himfelf of all Conveniencies y and:upon that theught he
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So ishethat layeth up Treafure for himfelf, and is nor
oo Rich sowards Ged, T

-

HE whole Context, taking it up at the Fiftcenth
Verfe runs thus:* And be faid tinto them, Take beed
-~ andbeware of Covetoufnefit For a Man's Life con-
Jilteth not in the abundance.of the things that be poffiffeth.
¢ And he fpake a Parable unto them, {aying, the Ground of
. a°certain Rich Man brought forth plentifully, . And he
¢ thought within himfclf, faying, what fhall I do, betaufe I
¢ have no Room to beftow ‘my Fruits? And he faid, This
¢ will 1 do: I will pull.down my Barns and build greater;
* and there will I beftow all my Fruits and my Goods. And
: | will fay to my Soul, Soul, thou h1aft much Goods laid up
for many years; take thine eafe, ea, drink, and be merry.
¢ But God faid unto him, Thea Fool, this Night thy Soul
¢ fhall be repuired of thee: Then whofe fhall thofe thingy be
¢ which thou haft provided? So is he'that layeth ve Trea-
* fure for himfelf;” and & not Rich towards God. la which
Paflage our Saviour’s. main defign appears to be to lay jn
a Caution againft. Covetoufnefs,.or. Worldliaefs of Mind 5 al-
l:dging as a fufficient Reafon againftit, that a Man depends
not, either for his being, or well-bein
of his Riches,
ple, he propofes

by way of Parable, a very extraordiary
an growing {till richer and richer, even to
ety : Infornuch that his very abundance became a J3urden
to him, and he was at a lofs how to beftow the huge 'Mafs of
Wealth that he had got together, At laft he wifely, asbie thinks

Houfes, and provide

Satiety :

 belng, or well-being, upon the Superfluity - /
And "to"give Life to f’hi-sPR'eafon by Exam- t
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(3) | S
gives his Soul a Quietus from all Cares, and promifes himfelf
many a fair year to come, and all jocund and pleafurable as
Heart could wifl,  In the mean while be made litéle reckon-
ing of the uncertainty of Lifes little did he confider, (that if
God had fo decrced) he muft yield it up before the next day
dawn’d and leave his' miuch-beloved Wealdh to be poffef’d
and ¢njoy’d by anothei. " o S
- And becaule this is o thiog thar mdy happen at any time)
and for fome fpecial Reafons of Providence-is bur too likely
to- happen to thofe that doat immoderarely upon the Woild,
our Saviour makes a gericral Application of it in the Words
of the Text: Sois bethat layeth up Treafure for bimfelf, and
1 not- vich towards God, i, e, o in fome degree, is it like ¥o
fare. with all thofe that fet their Hearv upon Riches, and put
their truft in them'; bur take no care to make that wife ufe
of them, which would procure a lafting Tntereft in God’s Fa-
vour; which is more precious than wholi heaps of Gold ‘and
Rubies. ~ And this is experimentally true; For tho® the Fate
of fich Worldly-minded Men isnot always a fudden and un-
expeted Death, yet: their hopes, et things go tiow they
will, vanifh il in Difappointment, and end in Mifery. .
* From the Words thus explain’d and upply’d I find' ground
to raife thefe two Obfervations, which thall be the Stibjeet of
my-following Difcourfe. wiz, @ - ’

I. That a greedy defire of Riches, and a fond Reliance
upon them, is the moft wretched kind of Folly and Improvi-
dence. And, ~ - o ) .

1. On the contrary, That the beft Enjoyment, and wi-

feft Improvement of our Worldly Wealth, s to be rich to~

wards God ; that is;_ fo to ufe and employ what we have; as
to recommend our felves to his Benedi€tion and Favour there~
bY" 3 -'-- L
L. My Firft Obfervation is, That a greedy Defire of

Riches, and afond Reliance upon them, isthe moft wretch-

ed kind of Folly and Improvidence. And this we fhall find
exactly verify’d in the wotldly-minded Man, tho’ every
Stage that lie paffes: Whether we confider him as bufied in
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2’;’;‘“8‘? to leave ity or finally to render Account. of it the Enereafe of his Kiney andtbe Flocks of his Sheep, aur{a‘f{ b
F;'rﬂ, If we confider him whillt he is bufied in getting of all that be fets bis b’"z’dl:‘”}:"ﬁ (tE cgr‘[i?'hl 73031-*‘{“9’&“;‘[‘2111 Ef;w
‘Wealth, we find him perpetually full of anxious Cares and he is making over ml:nc ah. ¢ C,,d M: ety d_e“,., ) {s\,':
infinite T'roubles. fatigu’d with conftant Labours entring after‘h!m, and cometh upon l.mfas an alfmt'? ‘“l]’ 3 nh. rfql)f iy
into vatious, Proje€ls, and following every purfuit whete the | Peth him of ull the Booty, heis forc’d to purt with it "“."I’ 3 Aey
Scent of Pr(;ﬁt lcads3 without allowing himfelf any reft by | °F elfe to leave it 1o his chr, with a heavy C_qrfc cnlayie MY
Day, hardly any flecp by Night. And to whn purpofe all | 1oN8 ot o lmpmptl'dﬁqt and Propofierousia this wick i
73 : . - d Method of growing Kich! N ot
this? Only to make himfelf very rich, And why that2 On~ | ¢ . R SRFT : : PA
l?lin orc;]c{ to be fill :ich‘i:r. 'F)"orlhc knows ngt how to’ flt:t: 3 '.-S‘“o’;;lbl\’yl,t i” }f tlak_q al;’ (;?T‘:ﬂ% E t(l:fe ‘\K::r[]}?lll?%i;vc{“}!?mhgiﬁ ;;»
Bounds to the Darling Paffion that he o much_indulges, ufing the Wealth he s 2 1 he is ufing his Wealth Vie!
Other Appetites. tho very keen and cravine. mav cafily be ligble to the fame Imputation, Whitft be is ufingg his Wealth, !*’;’
appeas'd ?P0ur~l’-lungcr w)i’th 4 Fuil Meal og; 'll]‘hji’rﬂ‘ wzh p | didIfay ? That Poflibly may be put the Cafe more faVOlH“ae i
large Dn:aught: But the Man that hun;;’efs and thirfls afice | DI than he deferves,  For perhaps he i barely the Poflefior f»
Riches cannot take his 6l of them. This Appetite, the of it, or rather the Keeper, or the watcher over it? perhaps e
more it is fed, the more greedy and vo.r_acious it grows-,’cry- hehas not ﬂw Ii:Icart tolufctxtt 251: ltlhzogo‘:’;)l;!sa:se E:Eeum;lﬁ} ::f:
ing out ftill, give, give, fwallowing all like the Grave, but Sympton that Lrequently atte ' ' oth G
never to be fatisied, So that it may well be faid of thehune | moderate Lovers of ir.  Very unnatural furel. for our othes 937
ty Worldling, as ;ﬂbigﬂil did of the Churl her Husband Appetites ferve to put us In mind of providing for the Neceffj~ ?;
%ngal is bis Name, and Folly is with bim. [t Sam. 2.5. 25 4 | ties of Nature: The iﬁ?ofﬁ-gf Félungéelrla_nd of COII'? ?Q."“:Il;." tat
« e ' F o $EIE AN t. DBur, inthis K
For tho' it is his eager delire, and whole ftudy tc;bc very rich, ;l-.llryiv‘g{i?g%ﬁ;ag (‘;ef-c the E\di?:i, fif‘lw l\/laal::1 E:‘ffers all the Pain i
~yet he can never find in his heart tothink himfelt rich enough : . - . v Dol b
)lile will ftill be poor in Opinion, and thercfore miférab]g-in of cager Defire, withqut apply_mg_ the proper Relicf, even, EsS
. poo P > o endlefs is his drud when he has it in his Power. He is infatiable greedy of 0%
Rerallty. So vain is all his Labour, fo endlefs 19 his drud- Money, whofe whole value confiltsin ufing, a&d yet he caa- i
ery. - i - it: Povert pasd
: Befides, t?}cte’s another Snare that lyes I;_ull inﬂthe \;.:ay of ’;?taii' (:ﬁlr:ég n;ﬂif‘ ;:f: 9{;2‘;3&2 }:gT: ::0:;1 ‘?n_ tlll::s m?d‘if rng %ﬁf}
him that will be rich (1 Tim. 6. ¢.) and often flops him in | ety e ' - . 4
h;:nProgrcfs a:d dci['agpoints hin? gf his end; uprfn which | Plt..nty-, which is cer.tam]l‘)lfa mhqﬁhc?rz})vl?g‘ar:t FOH{I’ [?';? [?4
his Eye is o earncllly fix’d, and his Heart fo entirely bent, ther.a Frenzy,much like that which the Phy llc;]an\s’\?a para- e
that he is little ferupulous about the means, if by any means- | 7 bobia, that makes People afraid of touching the Water, even L
he can but hope topcomp1(s . J | when they mof} paﬁi?nare])y t,:nrﬁ after it.  And y;t/jtbn Z\ i
oy e . - an Evil (as Solomon (ays,) that is common among Men - A 3
wre{c[;; dltAl:tstZ?tE'::;ﬁ?ol:Tn{c‘(;-Eg;t);?c[lﬁ:;zkca?dmﬁll rmt;?n:l}:: Man to whom God bat{f given Eicbc:’,_ Wca!rg, ml:d fonou};‘;, :
of Injuftice and Cruelty : This he foolifhly ir’nagincs to be the fo that be.wame:‘.b wothing for bis Soul,;)f‘all d bat ¢ S:ﬁre_t 3 i
ﬂ)orr;]:ﬂ: Cutto 2 grcatmEﬂ;atc never ‘conﬁdcring with all his | 7% Goz?;gmetb Z.mn 7ok Power to eat 1ho 69{’_ ut 4 'm"feﬁ {
Cunning, that the Curfe of God is’ ftill hovering over him . catethit: This is Vanisy, and it-is.on Evis Dife afe.. (Beclelt iy
] Abdivirngas . 12 L . F 4 : , ) ) , . Ep‘f
and ready to puifue him 1o his Deftrution, in bis baskes and in | 6. 1.) o
his Store, in the Fruit of bis Body,- andthe Fruit of his land in i
| - . the | &3 Bae. L
| ' o -
| [ i
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, ‘But to leave the Mifer that loves
over hisufelefs Pelf, let us confider |
Excream, and makes a vain an

only ‘to fit bropding
cciier hcilxp_t?at"‘runé_into the%thcg
_ e ! proaigal ufe of ity confuniin
.upon his Lufls, 'in all manner of Lic¢ntioys and Rforo?s-li%
vi;_ng‘-, or, at beft, graufyiog the Senfes in a more refin’d way
of Valup: woufnefs, with all the Pomp and Spleadour of Life,
and‘all the Delicacies'of Art and Nature ; Magnificent Build-
Jngs, Sun_wptuous Feaftings, Mufick and Dancing, and whats
:;__v_e;'l e[!,@ 1s moft exquifitely deligheful jn its kind. Now. it
E'uf"' e (Eud of the Man that devates himfelf to this kind of
hl ¢, and deﬁ(cs to make no other ufc of his Time or Mohé_f
t .atlhe is too improvident and negligent of bath : For e~
tamnly a good part of both might be c'n:nploly’d“t(') much bet-
t,erlﬁ_([il:rantage, as will be feen by and b o
n the mean time, amidft all thefe agrecable Amufementa
and Enrcrt_,mnmems, (ome Drfilement ?mo're'd} leﬁ‘;‘)..‘Wiﬁ.lLt:
:omra&ed 5 the Affections will be drawn away, the thoughts
I?c:olp?ych diverted, that Serioufite(s and Compofednefs which
\ebgion requires feattered : and, whillt the outward Senfes
3:fcrclong_nua”}:dfeaﬂ‘ed, the Soul will grow l¢aﬁ, as Bé_ing'
the’R.)é]i ﬂirsaf‘;r. of all fpiritual Good, without fo much ag

" In'aWord, Whillt there is fo mich of Parad; ' Gin

ore IE the o miich of Paradife (in fuch
Q;Ielgs‘Opm:op) to be enjoy’d upon Earth, the Hope o(r Defire
ot ticaven will find bur little Place.” And fure this moft be
tax d fqaj the grqardl Improvidence that can hé, to'pfofecute
?_Preﬁnt foolifh Pleafire, with the Negledt, nay. the Fog-
eiture of a f"mre,}mor'e important, and more dusable Jn-
tereft 5 as will fhiil be more apparent, if, -
_ hz_‘-l”"’”).’: We look upon the Man thar doats on this World
When he isonce fimmon'd to'leave it. For then the anxiou; '

Ple: if inealPA L. . e
ahfia{;f;efsgn may be call'd by that Name) of getting Wealth,

thy Pleafure of fpending itin Vanities, will b

i e e L ‘ ) Oth
L.eafé.. '_Ij'hcr‘ penurious Mifer, when once he pcrcei,ves Death
approaching, will caft his languifhing eyes about him,and foon

ze upon his well kept

It upon

foy thelong-expeded Heir ready to fei
Treafure ; which will pive the W

. .
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Fool, for defrauding his own Soul, and making himfelf the
vilelt of Slaves, for one that perhaps returns him but Hetle
‘Thanks, becaufe he at laft unwillingly parts with ‘'what he
can keep rto longer, And perhaps his hard Heart may-begin a
Jittle to relent too, and ro wifh thar fome of that hoarded pold
which muft now fee the Light againft his will, had beenbefore
beftow’d'in fuch A&s of Piery and Mercy, as might have
brought himin fome Comfort in this the day of his neceflity ;.
which he vainly hdpes [when *tis now tvo latc]] toredeein by:
a T'ax upon his Heir, and fome charitable Bequeft upon his
Death-Bed, | L Lo
And a$ for the jolly Epicure, the Afpeét of Death mufl ecds.
be a very unwelcome Surprize ta him, whofe whole Study it
had been to refine upon the Pleafures of Life, without the.
melancholy thought of Dying, And therefore when he finds:
he muft die, he will be apt to cry out in the anguifh 6f his
Soul [ Ecelef. 41. 3.7 O Death, how bitter is the remembrince
of thée to the Man that liveth at vefl in bis Poffeffions, sbarbath
nothing to wex bim, and that bath Profperity in all things !
Efpecially to one thatis in the Strq\hﬁth and Vigour of his.
Years, and has had the higheft relith q \‘al‘l‘ pleafiurable Enjoy =
nients 3 of whicli the rémenibrance al(o,is now become bitter..
Tt is indeed faid of * Sardanapalus, a Prince infamous for his
Efferminacy, that it was engraven upon his Tomb, Al that’s.
wmy own that I have [pent in Luxury and Leudnefs.. Buy furely
it can be no Cordial tg a Chriftian upon his fick Bed 5:it muft"
rather be a vary unpleafing Refletion at the Approach of
Deatl, for a Man to look back upon his paft lite, and-find
it all Javi(l’d away in frolickforic Délights, or even the morc.
fnnocent fort of Pleafures; and that thisis all the U that’
he has made of a plentiful Fortune, For however fuch a Maq;
might venture to live, he can hardly die in his Senfes, with-
out wifliing that he had abited of the exceffive Riches of his .
own Apparcl, to cloth the Naked; and of the Superfluity of
his own coftly Daintiés, to feed-the Hungry ; and that he had-
{par’d fome time from his Mirth and Revelling for devour:
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Mcdu‘tatnon. and religious R&;\tirenléntJ Death cannot but cons
yince bam of the deplorable Folly of neglecing the[!cmtth(i':gs.
in th‘el_r'prop_e'r teafon: ‘Which muft make not only the Re-
flection, grating to him at the prefent, but the Profpec ftill
more uncomfortable for the future.  Which we fhall (e if
Fourthly, We take our laft view of the Worlding when
be comes to appear befure God's ‘Tribunal, and repder an

Account of what he has received. For then the Mifer that fo. |

carefully hid what was committed to his Truft | '
?n_d the Prodigal that fo heedlefsly (quander'd it ;]waaylv\li?)p:llll:f
duu gl Vanities, will both fland trembling with Guilt,and un-
er dreadtul Apprehenfions of the Woe (o jultly denounc’d a-
galgﬂ all fuch by the Apoftle St. Fanses: (Fames §. 1,2, 3,4
5 € ,bj‘Go 80 now, ye Rich Men, weep and howl for your,AfI’tﬁ':
vies that fhall come upon you, Your Righes are corrupted, and youy
%ﬂrgen{s Morth-eaten: Your Gold and Silver is cankerd, and.
% zﬂ’uﬂ of them hall be awitnefs apainft you, and ﬂm:’»,"c'é‘t your.
Fle \ 4;},:: were fire: Ye bave beaped Treafure together for.
be laft days.  Bebold, the Hire of the Labourers which have
reaped.doswn your Eiglds, which is of you kept back by fraud,
crieths and the Cries of them which bave reaped are enter’d in-"
to the Ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth, Ye have lived in Pleafure
on t_be~Eqrtb, and been wanton 5 ye have nourifbed. your Hearts
as.in-a.day of Slaughter: Ye bave condernned and killed the
Fuft, qma_’ be doth not vefiff you, - |
. .Ccpfcu.)us thercfore of having receiv’d their good. things
in thCII"Llf.e-tlmE', and fo much abus’d them, they muft cﬁ{peé};
then to receive Evil Things; They can expe@ no other but
to hear to their Eternal Confufion, the laf} peremptory Sen-
tence; even of the Jiidge that would have fhewn €m Mercy
if there ‘had been room for it: [ Adasth, 25, 41, &re.] De-
part from me, 3o Curféd, into everlafizg Fire pre}mﬁr;':fo‘r the
Devil and bis Angels, For I Wwas an Bm;grqd, and ye gave e
ga Me_(zt 5 Towas fbirfly, and ye gave me mo Drinky lwasa
érangery and ye took e noi iny Naked, and ye clothed me.

Hot, Sick and-iy Prifon, and ye vifited me wot.

3 Snd all Pleas wilf then be in vain: For if they.thould ‘preu
end to; T, {ayi : ‘
end o;n(wcrjrfq_'x‘ng, Lord, when faw we thes an bhungrody ov

2 4

b Ty

(9) . |
atbirft, ot aStranger, or Naked, or Sick and in Prifon, and
did not Minifter unto thee? He fhall anfwer them aguin, and
(ilence them for ever, Verily, I [ay unto you, inafmuch as ye did
it not to one of the leaft of thefe my Bresbren, ye did it wot unto
me. fad now in the laft refult of things, we cannot but befen-
ible of the wretched Improvidence, and the remedilefs folly of
all thatlay up treafurc for themfelves, and are not rich towards
God 4 becaule we fee what their final Doom is likeito be.

I come now to make good my fecond Obfervation, viz.

11, That on the contrary, the beft Enjoyment, and wife(t
Improvement of our Worldly Wealth, 1s to be Rich towards
God, or a3 St. Paul exprefles it, to be rich in good Works:
Which is the certain way to recammend our {¢lvesto the Di-
vine Benediton and Favour ;. which is ever attending upon
the man that is fo pioufly, fo charitable difpos'd; under every
Circamftance that we can confider him. . o

To follow therefore the Track in which. we arcalresdy,
let us confider him. |

Firft, as employing himf!f in his lawful Vocation, to pro-
vide for himfe!f and Family, or to getan Eftate: and we (hall

find that he always looks up to God in the firft place, as the

Difsenfer of all good things, and the Difpofer of all Mens.

Fortunes: And therefore he prefumes not to. be his own Car~::

ver, or to feck to better his Condition inany. Method that God
approves not,  He knows himfelf ro be much fafer and mora.
likely to profper in a firm dependance upon his good Provi-
dence, not excluding his own moderate Care, and honeft Indu-

firy and frugal Management; which arc all of them in natu-.

ral tendency of things, very thriving Virtues, And be-
fides, as the propereft Expreffion of his rruft in God, he never.
fails to put up his humble Prayer, that God would blefs hisen-,
deavour in fuch a manner as may be moft expedienit for him.
And to fhew that he entertains no doubt of the Goodnefs of:
Providence, he omits not.to[ Luke. 1 1. 41.)Give Alms of fuch.
Things as ba-hath; if'he. has but litle, he doces his diligence,
gladly to give of that little, refting fully aflur’d thar (t.Tim.

6. 6.) Godlinefs with contentment is great Gainyand that if+

(Heh, 1 3. 5.) his Comecrfationbe withont Covetonfiefs, and be-
I | . venpig,
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Femain content with fuch things as be bas, God will wot leava

him nor forfake bim ; that [ Prov. 18, 27.) be that gi
the Poor fhall not lack , tlmr.[[ Prov. 19, 17"7.3] be tbat%‘z;:ﬁi:;
on the Poor, lendeth to the Lord, andtbat which be bath given
fhall be paid bim again. It mult be granted therefore, that
fuch a Man has the trueft Enjoyment of what he poﬂ'cﬂ"c,s and
is.in the fairelt way to improve it; whether we confider the
eaflinefs of his Mind and the clearnefi of his Confcience, or the
fecurity of his dependunce and the interelt that he has in God's
gracious Promifes, which is a Treafury that will never fail
him. In the mean time, Better is a little with she Fear of the
Lord, than grest Treafure and Trouble theverith ; which is
always the plenreous Portion of the ungodly Worlding.: Of
all which we thall ftill be farther fatisfy’d, if, :
Secondly,We examine the pious and mercifil Man, how he.
behaves himfelf in the ufe of that Wealth with which God
hath profpered him: For that will ever be with all Sobriety,
and Moderation, aud Humility and Thankfulnefs. He efteems
his Rickes.to be the bountiful Gifts of Heaven, and therefore
he makes a Religious {cruple of rendring them ufelefs to him-
felf or others; and. much more of abufing them to the dif-:
honour of God, and the defiling of his own Soul, No! He
knows they - were defign’d for inftruments of Good, and he
thinks himfelf ftri¢tly bound to apply themtothéir proper
Wfe: He fludies and delights to do good with them, and be
finds his Pleafure in his Duty : And whatfoever of that kind
[ Eeclef. 9. .30.] his band findeth to do, he doth.it with all his
mmight, and without delay, left he thould be cramp’d in his
Abilities, or mifs of the Opportunity afterwatd. His Bene--
volence is univerfal, and glad would he be if his Liberality
gould be fo too : but he extends it as far asit will go, and {eeka:
our the moft fir and obferving Objects to place it upon? and:,
contrives if it may be, to'make it doubly beneficial, condu=
zing to the Edification as well as Comfort of thofe that rafte:
if, and falutary both ro their Souls and Bodies, - And this s 2
Tribute that he is conftantly praying,out of Gratitude to his_
ind preferver and BenefaCor, and in Expetation of his fu-

“wzre Biedings, He knows indeed that Ly Chro, 26, 14.]] AL
_ K ' 607?’@'&: _
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eomuth of bis Hand, and that he giveth hivm of bis.oivn: But

yet he ‘humbly. hopes that Godiis ‘pleas’d with:fuch Obla-

tions, : becaufe they.: are: of . hislows1 Appointment, and the

beft that weare: cipable:of niaking; and! becaufe he has de-.

clared his Acceptance of themby. the entouraging Promifes
gunexed.to:thens -Suchias arelthofes; [z Cor, 9. 6.] He that
foweth bountifully-fyall veap-Gountifully, [Prowit . 18.]] He
thas foweth Righseohfnefs-hall have.a fure Reivard. [Prov. 3«
9.} . Hanour the, Tord with'shj Subfiance s fo:Mall-thy Barns
be filled withPlenty,. and thy Preffesball-bur kot awith new
Wipe, and thelikde - - o, TN BT P I A
" §lnce thereforg firch a; Mda as thisihas the Pleafure of doing
Good, - which ¢ the. moft agrecable;of all Pleaforcs i fince he
has the complacency, of difchargidg his Duty fuithfully, and
adting a grateful part towdrdshis God, . which is the fereneft
of all Comforts - fince he has fuch ample affuranceof a Rex
compence proportionable ta.the Gréatnefs of his Charity,and
of the encreafe.of Bleflings uponthis Head ; it.muft-be own’d
that the beft énjoyment, the wifeft Improvement pfotr world<
Iy Wealth, .confifts in being’ thir rich towards:Godr-‘And,

< Dbirdly, Soit:will be found to do'more efpediallyy if 'we

look into the.fthte of! the Pious and Charitable Soul-when hé"

comes to dic. - For.as he was not over-fond of -Life; nor a ny:
of its Enjoyments, fo he will not be cxcecdingly térrified at
the appearance’of Death : Aghe wis not much viaritour’d of
any Barthly Good, (o neither Williit be extreamly concern’d;
to part with themvall.  He will rather fee Reafon to ¥cjoyce,’

whilft he is difpatching the laft great Woik of Self-examina-’

tion, to find himfelf frec from =1l Gripings and Pangs of Con+
fcience about-any unlawful Gains, :and from all. Doubts and.
Perplexities concerning a fufficient Rettitution:: Nay, he will”
perceive a (ecret Applaufe from within, and & fweet Conifolas”
tion attending it, when upon ferious recolleétion: he finds,
that it has been his habitual Praétice to do good ,and Commu-~
picates that he has been inceffantly employ’d in this Labour
of Love; that he his liv’d to fee the happy Fruits of it infome
meafure himfelf; and that he fhall leave many living Monu--
sients behind him (and perhaps fome more durable than tht_c '
EER I A . . . : ‘ : . Llﬁ
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;j’l ! . "Then the Sorrow and Apguith which attends Chranieal .Diﬁaﬁs. -and cruclt Ste? towardaan orderly Reformation: And at ']lé-ﬁ.me time likewife
ﬁgf”';l the Pains and Aches. of the Maim'd-and Waunded impioye your Chari. Occonomifts, you breed up cowardly Servants to your own Hands, and fuch
i table help ; ;that thefe Evils, grievous: cnough in themfelves, may ndt asare likely to prove ufeful in their Generation; the Béncfit of whichre~
[y thro’ negleft became incurable, nor thiro® Poycrty infupportable, .. 3 dounds to the wholc Commnmty,., and to your felves in particular, who
tr’] ~ Moft elpegially, Thofe Maims and Wounds, and other Diafters, which are {'uc.h confiderable Members of it. \ '

81 are.ufually bronght from thé Wars, as the Marks of the poor Sufferer’s In like manner, w.hen you coptr.butc towards the ,R'CI'CF and Suppor: o e
R ) Valour, and the Pledges of your own Safety, do juftly challenge your } Perfons that are difabled by Sicknefs, Age, or Accident, or fuch 4 are RYs
i _:; tenderelt Care and Concern, ‘Fhey challenje ir, 1 ay, of Rridteft Righe opprefs'd with Familics, too numerous to be maintain d withall their pain- !
0% ¢ For it would be not only unchatitable; but heinoufly unjultand ungrate- ful labour, you do moft effc@ually encourage Honelty and Ir.duftry which ot
s ;- ful, and even barbarous t0o, to ncglect and defere them in theirgreatet alfo advaqtagcous both to your {elves and to the Publick, .
i Necd, who have fo gallantly defended you with the utmoit Peril of theik | Thus again, when you contribute towards the Cuze or Maintenance of R
e f Lives, and the aQual Lofs ot:Health and Limbs; That Health, and thofe ! poor Soldiers and Seamen, whorcturn from fighting you Battlcs, fick, mai- i
5 :; Limbs, which they have frecly and cven prodigally parted with, as the  + med, or wounded, you invite and animate otheis to enter chearfully into ik
f‘j% a Ranfom of thofe Eftates, which you the mean while, under their Safe- the Service of their Gountry ; ?nd thereby you eftablith your own Sccurity. 3
S5 [ guard, have been fecurely Railing and Encreafing, : 7 Aad fo alfo, wheq you contnbutc_tq‘knrds the Recovery of fuch as are it
‘3\1 i And, amongt all the reft, you cannot forgee thofe moft unhappy % ditemper'd inMind as well as Body, you do what lics in you to preferve A
\A 5 Wretches who arq'depriv'd of the Ule ofthcichai‘on,'through the Pumes and reflore thofe, who would p.crfcﬂly be loft to themfelves; and the
L i of blackeft Melancholy, or the Heat of raging Madnefs, Their deplora- World; nay, who would scherwife certainly annoy others, if not deftroy
I i ble Calamities cry aloud for your Commiferation, and the Phyfician’s chemfclves, _ . 50
R g nicelt Skill and wifc@t Condudt; as being fo incapable of governing them- In fine, when you contribute to thofe moft neceffary * Holpitals, thae
3; ' felves, fo.unmanageable by their Fricnds, fo unfit’to be convers'd with nrc_appointed to entertain Idle Vagrants and diforderly Livers, to bow
v i1 fo wncomfortable £o be feen indecd by the reft of Mankind, o their Backs to Difcipline and Labour, and to keep them confin’d forthae hs
34 | Laflly, Audacious Lewdnes that haunts your Strects by Night, and | PUIPofe, you remove a great deal of Filth and Scandal from your Doors; Al
P A fturdy Idlencfs,chat birdens them by Day, do both befpeak and prt;voh‘é ' you fecure your felves in fome meafure from Thicves; and your Sons-and
,;'_;,tjé that fort of Charity from you which is proper ‘in their Cafe, iz, due Servants from that which is the too common Bane of Youth, the Entice« N
4 Corretion, and a Continement to conftane Labour ; which is the .reas ment of fhaihelefs Proftitutes: you employ thofe hands honeftly and ufe- i
3 dicft way you have to cafe your felves of thefc Publick Nufances. ' fully, which if left to themfélves, would by one.means or other find the R
;:q . | You- have here, Beloved, in this Cataloguc various Methods and Op- way into your Pockets: In a Word, you fave evea thefe Profligates many 1 "fF}
e E Portunitics of doing Good prefented to your Choice; fuch as requirca | 1imes from infamous Dqaths; fometimes poffibly (by God’s exuraordinary [‘a*?
1+ i | very large Stock and liberal Supplics; and'arc cnough to meet with the | ©race) from eternal Deftrultion. Co i
g H good Inclinations of every well thipuled Perfon. | | .And thus you have feen upon a Review of all thefe Particulars, that Y
i HEE . Andas Wife-men love to lay out their Moncy to the bl Aﬂ}ania’gc ; and what is appropriated to fuch Charitable Ules, is Money well beftow’d, and i Higd
5 1l Good men would be glad of all things, ro fee and be certain of ithe Sucs well improv’d; and that the very Duty of Charity.-is of it felf conducive- o
N g cefs of what they beftow in Charity; fo you have all poffible Affurasce; to your Temporal Intcreft, . ;l"m
o . that: what you give to any of the Charitable Four.dations before referr'd But thelt you mult look upon (fo far as they regard only Temporals) J*E‘i‘;"f
i ] 10, is put into. Honourable Hands, and carcfully and wifely apply’d : And to be but prudential Confiderations, and the lowei fort of Motivez,  You |
f{‘-‘ : the Contributers may have the Satisfaltion to fee, and be fenfible of the ! have higher Profpe@s before you; the true Advanzagesof Charity areof a*

i ' happy Fruits of their Charity, and to be themfelves iminediate Sharcss 1 nobler kind, for it entitles youto all the choiceft Bleflings and Comforts.

2 invtlt],fm. ) . . _ _ ! tl;]at do cither fweeten the Cares of this life, or crown the Happine(s of

L i us when you contribute towards the + Educari Gor Chil i the next. ' |

o who would otherwife be turn’d loofe intoa WTCESEE‘?:;:I% O{viﬁ?lf)zg rtl)llgrgcr;: . Oler not thefe precious Advantages flip out of your Hands {Gal. 6.

4 K as the Seeds of Vertue, or any Scafoning of gond Manngrs you do, inEf- L 94) for in due Seafon ye fhallreap, if yefaintnot. It'willbe thought no*

o ii f _f‘e&,’ contribute to their Well-being, both here and hcrc;ftcr; yr:iJ'pro-'% ¢ Upbraibing fure to tell you, that there are abundance of Riches in this

i P mote the Honour of God, and the Intcreft of Religion; you fet the - e r e

¥ 1 - o e e L . : 3-St, Barcholomew, and St. Thoma$ Hofpitals # Bothlem: * Bridewell or the

i3 it t Chrift’s Hofpital dod Woik-Boills. o R Workshoutes. ,
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rais’d with the joyfol ExpeQation of being reflor’d to Life and Immor-
| tality, and cranflaced into thofe blifsful Maafions, where Faith fhall be
1 twrn'd into a Vifion, and hope fwallowed up in Froition ; but Charity thall

e 1' R R R N S S S B I L
=44 .
w4 | grear Cityy and tht within this Jaft 16 Years, eten under thie Burden of
'}J 1 publick Taxes, befides other Obftrudions, you hqu madca prodigious In-
E‘;;._;s s creafe, many of youw, in your own private Fortunes,  And yet you will |
g:%‘s liften to me, | hope if' 1 rake upon me to fay, that t‘hcy are ftill capable
R of greater and better Improvements: and rhic way i§ plainly chalk'd ouic F
“«f% i to you in the forcgoing Difcows fe, It is what 1 promifc my felf you will |
33 t ealily be perfwaded to, 10 truft a good part of your fuperfluous Treafure |
AR B there, where you arc furc to have the largett Interelt, as well as the moft |
o R ‘undoubted Sceurity.  Be rich towards God. Didicatc whar you can well
i { fpare to Picty and Charity; o thall you beft cnfure the Pofleflion, and
A H fandify the Enjoyment of all the refl to your fulves: $6 may you humbly P¥
2 o hope that the Providence of God will conflantly watch over youfor good ;
’&i;i Vi and carry out your Ships with Safety, and bring them home again ladci
£ P with Plenty. Bur whatever mealvre of?rofpcnty God fliall fee it to blefs a0
_L} i you with, you will be fure to taftc his Goodnefs therewith and find che |
o { fweetelt Relih init: You will have che continual Fealt of 3 good Con- !
Ry § fcience, to add. Chearfulnef to this and all other your Feftivals: You
o E will feel a mott fenfible Pleafurc in doing good, for which God has given o
3‘% iy you fuch fuficient Abilities, and fo many Opfortunitics; in anfwering ;;,
“% G the cnds of your Creation, and purfuing the defigns of his Providence e
W i in being gratefu] to your beft Benefaltor; and faithful in the difcharge ﬁﬁg{f
58 T of your Stewardfhips, and to bim that is the Lord and Propiictor of the Ao
i {i; i+ “Univerfe, iy
R o You will reap much inward Confolation in [1 Cor. 7. 31.] fo ufing this ok
] oo  World as not abufing it, nor abufing your felves for the fake of it ; whichi
2 "s-.% ' will prepare you to part with it too, as thofe that weire never wedded
o i to ir, butalways preparing for another. You will have the Satisfation of
b Wi lcaving Eftates honeQly gor and well employ’d, with an entail of Bleflings
Fird fi i upon your Pofterity: And the equal Satisfaction of leaving 2 fragrant Me-
| i mory and fruitful Example behind you too, which will cafta Light fove-
* b 1y :bright and fhining before Men, thac it will difcover to them all the
o : Beauties of Charity, and provoke them [Hebr. 10, 24.] to Love and to
S ’ ~ good works ; and excite them to glorify God afier fo worthy and excellent
3” i a Paccern.
5t o To conclude all: When thefe Earthly Tabernacles thall fail and moul-

i i der into Dult thea, then moft efpecially fhall your Hearts be fill'd and

Vw8l
- i
S
T e e s S | A St o, ot ¥

pE ; fil} abide, exercifed, cxalted, and infinitcly tianfpoited with Sceing, En-
i " . joying, Admiring, Adoring and Loving thar God, [1. 7oh. 4. 8.] who
’:‘ T is Love, for cver and evers  Amen,
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