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To the Honourable

Sir Hans Shane, Bart.

Prefident of the Royal College

of PHYSICIANS, -

SIR

T o Otwithftanding, the
Eaeayl Author of the fol-
Jowing Papers has
| not the THonour
Jf being perfonally
' known to You, and
has given You no Intimation of his
Intention; yet, he 1s perfivaded,
| A 2 You




iv DEDICATION

You will excufe the Liberty he
takes of infcribing them to You:
Since he could not addrefs a Work
of this Nature to any other Perfon,
with fo great Propriety; in Regard
either to the Publick, or to hisown
Reputation.

A's You prefide over the College
of Phyficians, with the Approba-
tion of the whole Faculty ; 1 have,
indeed, thought it a Duty (though
not one of the Profeffion) to lay be-
fore You my Inquiries into a Subject,
that has, for fome Time, alarmed the
People; the moft dreadful of Epide-
mick Diftempers. And I am the more
ftrongly induced to {ubmit my At-
tempts, on this Occafion, to Your
impartial Examination, when |
confider ; that, befide Your Expe-
rience in Phyfick, Your Curiofity has
led You to fearch into the Powers of
Nature' in General ; and, thereby,
- to

DEDICATION. v

to know, That Peftilences are nei-
ther to be accounted for, nor reme-
died, by the common Notions and
Methods of Pratitioners.

Your known Candour 1s fuch,
that, If I have been miftaken in any
of my Affertions, or Guefls ; You
will make favourable Allowances
for the Failings of a difinterefted
Writer, engaged in an Undertaking
of fo much Intricacy.. On the' o-
ther hand, fuch is Your Integrity,
that if 1 have, with Reafon, con-
tradited. ‘fome received. Notions;
You will, with the Authority of
Your Approbation, countenance
the Truth from a Stranger; -more
efpecially inan Argument, that-de-
termines not only of the Health,
but of the Trade and Liberty of
our Countreymen,

To




vi DEDICATION.
" To thefe Confiderations I might
add, that You-are bleft with fuch

ample - Circumftances, that - You

are placed far above the Neceflity
of cither defending, or conniving
at, any lucrative Errours; and can
afford to wifh there were not One
Diftemper in the Nation.
I am, ..
" With great Efteem and Refpect,
S IR,
Your moft Humble and
moft Oéediént Sewazg;,

Odtober 9.
‘1721,

‘Tue FreE-THINKER.
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"PREFACE

SOME of my late Readers,
XQ thinking the Half-Sheets, T
A__M prblifbed concerning Peftilences,
SOBESR might prove of Service to the
Publick, have prevailed upon me to reprint

them in the Form, wherein they now ap-

pear. 7o them 1 bave added Two other

Papers s to make the Collettion more coni-
pleat} and have preferved the Date to each
Paper ; that the Reader may fee how ear-
by I went againft the Opinions, commonly
received; and be the better able to judge,
whether the later Intelligences fromFrance
dqgm] any of the Notions I have advan-
ced. .

As m all the other Free-Thinkers, fo
in this Particular Set, I have no farther
Attachment to any Thing, I have deliver-
ed, than [0 faras it fhall appear to be
True: Only, in a Matter of (6 great Confe-
quence, as the Right or the Wryong judging

0
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vii PR &2 FACE

of Peftilences may be to the whole Nation,

I wifh the more Learned may neither light-

ly reject, nor lightly approve of what ‘Dif-
;gveries, I /azfue endea}éozzred to make 5 not

orgetting, that in moft Ages, the greaveft
and moft ufeful Truths bave, ut firft, been
treated, by the Generality, as idle Fan-

cIes.

Since the Difcontinnance of this Under-
taking, 1 have collected fome Fails, and
made fome farther Obfervations, that to
me feem to illuftrate and confirm the No-
tions, I have ventured to publifb on this
Subject ; which, if there Sfhould be Occafi-
on,” I fhall think my [elf obliged, hereafter,
to communicate to the IWorld. =

ERRAT A

Page 28, Line 2. Jfouting 5 read, fhutting:
P. 44. L. 2. Inflamation y 1. Inflammation,
P. 47. 1. laft but one, Carcafes; r. Carcafles.
P. 3. L. 20. flragering; r. {taggering,.
P.68. 1. 2g. preceeding ; 1. preceding.

P.111. 1 laft but onc, advantageous; t. advanta-

gious.
P. 135. b 17. agreably; r. agreeably.
N.B. Page 87. To the Date, March 31; add the
‘ Ycar 1711,
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CoNsIDER ATIONS, 07 the Na:.-
. ture, Caufes, Cure,: and Preven-

- i tion of PESTILENCES. '

Hellshorum ™ fruftra, cuin jam cibis €Lra
o | | § (tumebit,
Pofeentes videas. Venients océurrite morbo.
L - PERS.

o

| Fric]zzj; j/rimm;;y 6.17 2.0 Nu mbCC XCII

=i HE King has fuccefsfully
Bl employed s powerful
| Mediation to preferve
VAR Enrope front theScourge
el of Wap + Sweden has, 1n
Q| fome Meafure, felt the
CroooouusY plagye of Famine : And
the Stroke of Peftilence has grievoufly at-
flicted the South of Erance. 1f \veéc;;;
B ce
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2 CoNSIDERATIONS

cept the late unnatural Rebellion, quelled

almoft in the Atcempt; England has not

been vifited, within the Memory of many
Men, by any of thefe Deftroyers.  But
the contagious Sickuefs lurking flill ir;
France; we, as well as the Nations more
adjacent, are not yct delivered from Fear.
Wherefore, in Conjunction (but not to
interfere) with other Writers, I fhall lay
together the Obfervations rifing to me on
this Occafion: Not out of an Intention
to make my Countrymen fecure, nor to
flacken their Vigilancy againﬂ’the In-
fc.:ffhou;- but, to recommend a conftant
right Difpofition, and Manner of Livin

(amongft other Precautions) to fuch ogf
my Readers, as are not inattentive to my
Lectures.  And, This I the rather un-
dc;take; becaufe, it the prefent, or an

future Malignity, fhould be wafted ovet)'r
we may be fortified, at all Times wich
a proper Habir of Mind and Body “cither
to refift, or to endure, fo grear 2 Cala-
mity ; and likewife, that our Apprehen-
fions may not be too gloomy, at a Sca-
fon, when the Nature of Things (as far
as hitherto appears) affords Reafons to

believe, this Ifland may efcape the

threatning Contagion.

THAT

‘om PESTILENCES. 3

CTHAT true Fortitude; arifinig from

4 liappy Difpofition of Mind and Body,

is very ferviceable in every Scafon .of

reigning Diftempers, and particularly in

Times of Peftilence, has been aflerted by

the moft judicious Phyficians ; thofe, I

méan, who have written, from their own

Experience, on this Subje@: And Hi-
flory has preferved 4 memorable Inftance
of the Truth of this Affertion, in Socia-
zes. A manly, tempetatc, well fegula-
ted Spirit, was the dittinguifliing Cha-
iacter of this celebrated Philofopher: He
wis hioderate it all his Defires 3 beheld,
without a Wifli, the rich Metcliandizes
expofed to Sale § aid admired to fee Su-
Serfluities become Neceflities: At the
_Fam’e Timeé, he was a firenvoiis Afferter
of the Athenian Libeitics ; -and behaved
Himfelf gallantly in tlic Wars; for the
Defence of his Country. This liis Difci=
ples, Xeriophon and Platd, Both teflify:
The Former was faved By him in Bartle
and (if we may believe {onie Hiftorians)
bori off from the Ficld on his Mafter's
Shoulders:

When He doutithed, Athers was; {e-
veral Times, afflicted with the Plague of
Peftilericé; fromi which lie is the only
‘Citizen, noted to have always efcaped;
B 2 withs
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4 CoNSIDERATIONS

.without the: leaft Infe&tion ; notwith-
- ftanding he lived, and went Abroad dai-
“ly; even in the Midft of the dreadful
" Contagion, defcribed by Thucydides : And
“the -Antients afcribe this continual Sccu-
rity, "to his preferving a due Tempera-
-ment through his” whole Contftiturion,
by the Moderation of his Paflions, with

an Exadtnefs of Diet and Exercift.

Another Singularity, very remarkable
“in the Condul of Socrates, was, that he
refided conftantly within the City ; fel-
-dom dcparting from the Gates, unlefs
called forth to meet the Enemy, as a
Soldier. ‘The other Philofophers, in-
deed, travelled into Foreign Countrids ;
where this Patriot thought, he had no
‘Bufinefs: ‘His only Concern being to
‘maintain, with- Conftancy and Patience,
the Station, affigned to him by his De-
zion (as he exprefled himfelf) or Angel ;
in Reality, his own Genins : Which, on
‘all Occafions, dictated what it was pro-
-~peyéf0r him to choofe, and what to a-
void. S

To add more Authority to thefe: pecus

liar Prefervatives of Socrates,” who was

blefled with a found Mind, in a found
Body, In the Vaftnefs of that Peflilence

(fays

—

on PESTILENCES. 5.

(fays Gellius of bim) which, in the Pelo-
ponnefiai i .
Common-TWealth of the Athenians 3 Fe is
[aid, by the Rules of Temperance and. Mo-

deration,
Voluptuonfurefs, and 10 have preferved en-
tive the Healthfulne(s of bis Body; - fo as
ot to have been linble 1o 4 Calamity, com-

mon to All.

\ War, fifp wafted the very.

to have kept clear of the Taint of

To thefe Habits, He, every Day, fub-

joined Dodily Exercife: Which the Phy-
Ticians, likewife, record as a Prefervative
againflt infe@tious Diftempers, of \_v}.:at_:,
Gorr foever. The Kind of daily Exercift,
He ufed, was Danceing; an Exercifc - a-

dapted, beyond any other, to t_he Bchi.lf-
vit?ur and g&cthods of a City-Life. This
he not only practifed Himfelf 3 but, in
his Converfations, maintained it to be ot
execllent Ufe for preferving Health, and
keeping up a good Habit of Body.

It has, indeed, been objected, 't‘hat
this Exetcife carries an Air of Levity,
anbecoming the Dignity of2 Pluloijophfar,_,
Bur, wc are to confider, Fhat it vm
never fo efteemed by the politeft Nacioss
of the Eqft; from whom the Grreeks 1ca iz
od this Art, amongft others.. Dancesig

) . fuited to all the gict
Was by Them, 'u'l“Bg R
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6:  CONSIDERATIONS

Chara@ers; whether Sacred, Philofophi-
cal, or Milirary : Neither was it unprac-
,tiﬁ;‘c_i,-"; even in religious Rites among the
Fesws, as -may be feen in the Two laft
Pofalins : And we find David danced be-
forc the Ark; and (notwithftanding the
Derifion of Michal) thought, he ated not
below his Sacred and Royal Character.

‘The Philofophers, in their Dances,
figured the Courfes of the Planets, by
the Turniigs and Windings of the Mo-
tions:” And, ta them, the Mufick alfo
correfpanded ; fo that the Leflons on their
Iiftruments conveyed Inftru@ions of Phi-
lofophy to their Difciples. Hence the
Pindarick, and-other Lyrick Numbers
were originally ‘derived'; the Strophe
marking a Turn from Eaff to /¥eff ;5 and
the Antifirophe from Wefft-to Eaft; ac-
cording to”tli¢"'diurnal Motions of the
Plancts. * Hefice ‘it will not feem firange,
that Socrates thould learn to play upon
the Harp ; faying, He was'tiot athamed
to underftand any Arr, of which he was
jgnorant.

Sifice I hiave mentioned Mufick and
Danceing as healthful Recteations ; T
may here obferve, that théy have been
prefcribed ‘as Methods of Cure, as well

a3

v e e A

e e b -

on PESTILENCES. 7

as of Prevention. Tl}tts,@hen_ ?/7: t%}az{
Spirit troubled Saul, it is ertte:}, , ?b 2
vid zook an Harp, and p/qyc; de Ve
Hand: So Saul was refrefped, (;”(l i
well, and the Evil Spirit departe from
bim. In this Paﬂageﬂthc Scpm{’{igrz_nl e
fion ufes tlég.Verb em-xyeng% gtljcl[} -
iecs a Suffocation, OF of
%lrle:thing) to cxprc{;sl *}fh;fé});[}r Tra?\?g\?r,
ors have interpreted ZTronbied. 2320
En Oppreffions of the 5pz7‘zts,l that \g:{fh.
culty or Streighrnefs of Brcatung,d pivd
feems to have a Tendency rowar sthli
ocation, is an ordinary Symptom,

ion i ight: And,
i fofition is at the Heig d,
l;ltuissll\;delllpciinmx?n to diligent Oblervers,

chat in this great Diforder a,l;l.d O?I;\/Imi:
fion of the Spirits, the Pov '.\,1fs o
fick may give immedigte Reliek

Afterwards, when Sanl grew J’.ezilolui.:
of David; and ‘.Dzw;d played w ]& 1{:: s
Hand, as at other Times; tl:;'a 151 1in.‘
rather increafed the Rage Ofl‘ [%l:lt,‘him
fomuch, that he caft_ a ]avel_ in fPin}’a;
intending to kill him. Tlmsr ré'At:)r-
fays of Evil Spirdts, that t1e)la Lor
mented and difquicted, when they heas

the Melody of the M'ufesi -

B4 -'Ih-s




8  CONSIDERATIONS:

The noted Practice, in Apulia, for the
Cure of Perfons fhing by the Tarantula,
is by Danccing to Mufick : wherein, morc
Efficacy is, undoubtedly, to be afcribed
to the perpctual Danceing, encouraged
by the Sound of the Inftrument, rhan

to any pretended Charms, that may

unaccountably expel the Poifon. Hence,
iv the burning Seafon of the Year,
(when this venomous Infe@ rages moft)
the People are allowed a Month of Free-

dom from every Care and Labour; in

which they are privileged by -Publick
Authority, -that they may perform their
Dances in the Cool of the Evening ; as
neceflary " Recreations for the Eftablifh-
ment of their Health, - - -« = . -

. . i . ‘i - ) | I

Friéz’zgy,' j%mtmy 13. Numb. CCXCIV. |

LUTARC H remarks, that Homer
& . 1ays, the-Ancients employed Mu-
5~ fick as a Remedy; and, that the
Peflilence, wherewith-Apollo afflicted the
Confederate Army of the Greeks before
she:Walls of Tray, ceafed upen the Ufe
N T , : : of

4

!
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of this Remedy. The fame Author, ci~
ting Pratinas, {ays, it is by him record--
cd; That Thaletas of Crete, being fent,
for by the Lacedemonians. (according to
the Dircctions -of. the Pythian Oracley
cured the Peflilence, then rageing in
Sparta, by Mufick, The ancient Wri-.
ters of the beft Note, congur to cele-
bratc the Powers of Harmony, in com-
pofing the Spirits, and introducing a-
Chearfulnefs of Difpofition; whereby
Men arc cnabled to refift, and even to
recover from, the moft infe@ious Malig-
nitics. : :

Indced, what Habits and Methods
foever have, by Experience, been found
to. .be of fufficient Force to temper
and ftrengthen the Conflitution of the
Mind - and:Body," are recommended by
the Phyficians, who. pra&ifed in pefti-
lential Seafons, as proper to fortify Men
againft Contagions: And, on the other
Hand, whatever Ufages or Irregularities
have been known to enfeeble or diforder
either the Rational, or the Animal Fa-
cultics; thofe They advife us to avoid
with the utmoft Care.

THE firft ‘Thing, théy.édvife in a
Time of Peflilence, is to change the Air,

¢

EX I . 4
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yo CONSIDERATIONS | on PRSTILENCES, II
) . elling : by Reafon of ¢ the Situations, lying along great Rivers,"
if Pi’)mble,’r bcyh'er;?t,‘(g)’ gr,efu%é, the Ge- - have, in this Ifland, been freclt from
1y t.he l_angb f, “the “People might be in, Contagions. We arc infornted, that the
HE ner:}l{l{y_ othe Air. which is continually Village of Chelfea cicaped the Sicknefs,
| o | 1(111 the draw in the Sceds of In- which raged inthe Reign of James the
il breathcd, VhC);CbY all Perfons of broken ; Firft: On which Account, Sir Theodorg
M fcal?tl']"t'\ ns. as well as they who are de Mayern (Phyfician to that King) is
s Con lmc,]l;o'n,thc Management of their ! faid to have chofen a Seat thete  (known
Zf{'! not lﬁia mlu[‘t be conftantly expofed; ' to this Day) which ftands on the Side
n Hf?l Men of a found Health, ‘and of of the Thames. And, it-is reported,
Hink whi el .o may be fecure. o that the Houfes on London-Bridge wete
!: | Regularity, may . ) ; plxenfp{,{ed in the far;je Maaner, during
i | 1 owife judsed Travelling to be the laft great Mortality, in the Time of
A ey s very proper to preirve the | Charkesthe S

© “its full Vigours and therefore

| tBlfec;y ;:conlmend 1&_ eitl]?;'ibﬁ]:a?)i’i;;r
Hidf o . io . .
' bY S%a.b 'I;ll;:z&(i)ngcrg/lagn in thg Choice were moft infected: Wherefore, after
I B thei "yCourfe . which fhould be to the dreadful Fire, which happened in thie
ol ttie‘l'rﬁfo Nortl,lern Countrics, unlefs . gnfaing Year, Care was taken, in rebuild-
t;\avfe ' l;arts being already infected, ora- ©  ing the City, ro make it morc open -
i ; O:ther-pek:uliar Reafon, fhould forbid in many ‘Places; that it might not be fo

In that Sicknefs, it was _obﬁ;r#ed, i:hé:
narrow Lanes and Alleys: of :the City

i.v_—i
|
'}
}
1

yo== s
A

B ny Since, by the Teftimony of all Wri- | liable to any future Infections : And thefe
b Pe{,til'enccs are {aid to come from Openings had"been yet more fpacious,
| t?rs,more Southern Climates, and rately: | and in greater Number, had not- the In-
nercm'ain Tong in the Northern Regi- ' iquity of the Management of {o publick
i ro I TR a.Concern, tendered the prudent Defigns,
i} ;i! ons. _ | ‘ then propofed, in a great Meafure in-
ir‘i’ 5{; , Some Places, in every Country, may gﬂ."eé’cu:al.'_ -qu_, wh_at was not. accoms
4 P‘ ] ke more fecured than others from conta= - plithed within the City, has been carried
7 g0y T ; . . . - '
-~ g g thetr S ion, Thus, rith better {5 in the Increafe of
RN icus Difcafes, by their Sicuadion. Thus, of wi h better Suceefs in the Incre
il R | e | the
bl ~
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12 CONSIDERATIONS

the Buildings -contiguous to it; where
the wide Streets, and large Squates, (the
one, in many-Places, regularly opening
into the other) promote a free Inter-
courfe of Air, and prevent the Stagnati-
on of an Element, thar (like Watcr)
requires a continual Motion and Current,
to-keep it wholfome and pure.

" And, indeed, all Contrivances of this
Kind are fo neceffary for the Health, as
likewife -for. the Eafe. and Diverfion of
2 vaft Concourfc of People; that it me-
vits the Atcention and Encouragement of
the Publick to fupply great Citics with
Air,  as plentifully -as with Water.
Whercfore, They ought to be regarded as
no Friends to their Fellow Gitizens, who,
upon the Account of any private Interefls,
artempt to leflen the free Spaces of Air,
or to crowd them up with Buildings, on
any Pretence. Amongft thefc Convent-
encies, ‘which are (as it werc) dedicated
to the Health of the Town, the PARK
is the Principal : How ungencrous then,
how pernicious is the Selfithnefs of Men,
who catch at every Opportunity to make
Encroachments on this. delightful Plat of
Ground!- The Wifdom of the  Romans
made fuch Places facred ;” that no Subject
might prefume to pervett them to. pri-
yare Ufes. TQ

[ —
| et

VR T i

o PESTILENCES: 13

T O the Prefervatives, alrcady menti-
oncd, might be added feveral gentle Ex-
ercifes, recommended by the moft judici-
ous Authours: One of which is Riding
in Wheel-Carriages; and another is ea-
{y Walking in the open “Air; the one
.and the other, before the Heat of the
Day: Neither, in their Writings, is the

. moderate Excrcifc of the Lungs omitted,

by Singing, and Reading aloud.

There are likewife certain Things to
be ftudioufly avoided, in Tiniés. of . Epi-
demical Sickneflfes. Among thefe are
the Fatigues “of “ovér-violént Motion 6f
any Kind: In the next Place, we are to
‘keep free from Tndigeftions, by haftcning
Meals "too: clofely one uponanother;
‘whereby Nature is difturbed in_her firft
Operations;; and fuch a‘Confufion- is
-often introduced, as is never to- be re-
gulated, without Abftinence froma Lofs
‘of’ Appetite; or-{ome ‘other gteat Difot-
dér in the Health, not to;be:remedied,
-without fubmitting to: the  Bifcipline

of a'skilful'.Phyﬁcian.‘-'- s

Farther; the fuddain Chilling, and the
immoderate Heating of the Body, arc
alike to be avoided ; the one and the o-
‘ther Extreme being cqually pvrejudicial1 to
that




14 CloNsiDER ATIONS

¢hat even Temperature, Which is mioft

Proof againft Infection.
Friday, to purfue my Subject; I mult

Defigning, next

neverthelefs admonifh my Difciples hete,

that amongft all the Prccautions given by

the moft experienced Writers, they infift
upon nothing more earnc(tly, .than great
Moderation in the Paffion of Love. -

(3

p——

- Friday, ?amﬂzry 2,0. NumB‘;‘CCXCVI:

S the Obfervations, in the Two
A ‘former Papers, are drawn chiefly
4 A fom ancient Writers ;- fo likewife
are moft of the Advices, I this Day com:
municate to my Readers, owing to. the
Experience of Men, who floutithed it
Ages and -Climates removed from Usi
Who, living upon the Continent, had
more Opportunities of improving their
Skill in Epidemical Difeafes, than We
have; whom the Ocean happily fecures
againtt the Frequency of forcign Conta

gions.

To

—— R

IO

this Method (as foon as it was known)

on PESTILENCES, 18

To proceed: When any Country i
vifited by a Peflilence, {very 15?:1”613
fhould confider timely, whether he la-
bours under an unufual Heavinefs in his
Limbs, or his Body; the which he can-
not, at the fame Time, account for ra-
tionally, by any Change in his Method
of Living: And, if he feels any fuch
unaccountable Preffure; ler him not rife
in the Morning, till it gocs off, and he
perceives himfclf light again, as one dif-
charged of a Burden. By thus ftrictly
attending to every fenfible Alteration in
the State of their Healrh, have many
Perfons immediately difmiffed the Znfec-
tion_through the Pores, before it has
kindled into a Flame. It was chiefly by

that moft Men recovered from the

. me-
morable Sicknefs, which more than once
afflicted this Nation, long ago; and of .
}vlm.:h th;e Lord Verulam gives the fol-
owing Account, in his Hift
the Sevemth, o ot Hemy

. “‘ About thjs Time, in Autumne, to-
“ wards the !:nd of September, there be-
y g[an and raigned in the Citie, and o-
: tllel.‘ Parts of the Kingdom, a Diféafe
) then new: which, of the Accidents
¢ and Manner thereof, they called the

“* S‘wf’ﬂf-_
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“This: Difeafe :haci

& o {wifc Courfe, both in the ficke Bo-

Ry

™~

1

dy and the Zine and: Period of the laft-

ng thereof: for they: that were takef

<« cfcaping, were thought almoft affured.

« And, as to the Time of. the. Malice
« and Raignt of the Difcafe;. ete it
« ceafed § Tt began about the One -and
« Twentieth -of September;:-and clcared
¢ up before the End of Ocfdber; Info-
. yiuch as it was no Hindrance to the
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“aftet.
(as it feemeth) not feated in the Veynes

King's Coronation s . which: was the
laft of  Qéfdber: not “(which . was
more) to .the: holding-.of : the Par-
Jiament, which began but Seven Days
Tt was a Peftilent. Fever ; .but

or Humors, for that there followed no
Carbuincle, no -purple -or. livide Spots,
or the like; the. Mafle, of tlie Bodie
being-not tainted 5 onlya maligne Xa-
ponr Hew to.the Heart, -and feafed ithe
vital Spiritss which ftirred ‘Nature to
ftrive to fend it forth by an extreme

< Sweat: - And it appéared, by Experi-

“ence, that - this -Difeafe ‘was rather 2
Surprize: of Natute, than obftinate to
Remedices, if-it were: in- Time looked

¢ ynto.’. For, iif the Patient were kepe
(-i1i an equal ‘Temper; both for Clothes,

“Fire |

T...._.__,..
e

)

.
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¢ Fire, and Drinke, moderately warfie,
¢ with temperate Cordials, whereby: Na-
& pyre’s Worke were neither iritated by
& float, not -turned. back by Cold; he

@ sommionly : recovereds  But . infinite

& Perfons died foddainly of ity before

)

& e Manner of the Cure and Aten-

 dance was knowne. Tt ‘Was conceivs
& ol not to:be an Epideiriicke Difeafe:s
& byt to proceed from:a Maligitie
& in he Conftitution. of the Aire;ga-
& liefed by Predifpofitiotis. of Scafens
¢ And the fpeedy Ceffation declaved-as
«muche

[ o9

Some Yedrs aftet, whicn this Diftemper
fetured ;. thofe, whio-were taken: wichi
ir, were immedidtely faid (even witliout
putting off cheir Cloaths)' between warm

linkers, to-fweat out thie Malignity s
v whichi Treatment, all, on whom 1€
- were

Vs catefully: practifed in Tinic,
preferved: o

#roni thefe Obfervations, it i§ eafy’ to
¢oriclude, That, in a Time of Peflilénce,
ie fliould be cautious of cxpofing to the
Air any Patts of the Body, which are
itfually Kept warm with Cloathis: Indeed,
tio Alteration fhould be made in infenfia

ble™ Tranfpiration, neitber by any I'{indsf
. G o
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of Batheing, nor byc%thcr Mcans ; cipe-
cially after Meals. '

Al Evacuation by Purging Medicines is
likewife to be avoided; fince it debili-
tates, and may divert Nature from her
Way ecither of refifting, or difcharging
the Malignity: And therefore, if from
any opening ‘Diet, accidentally taken, any
fuch Alteration appears, it ought rather

to be checked, than encouraged :* And,-

confequently, Perfons, who happen to
abound over-much in Humonrs, fhould
rather choofe, in fuch a Seafon, to di-
minifh them by 44finence.

- * A moderate Meal, once in the Day, is
thought to be moft advantagious ; never
exceeding that Quantity of Food, which
may be readily digefted: Bur, Skeping,
after Dinner, is not to be indulged.” As
to the Ufe of .//ine, it is recommended,
every other Day; and good Water, as
the fafelt Liquor for ordinary Drinking,
in- the intermediate Days: This Tranfi-
tion from Wine to Water, by turns, with
temperate Eating, being fuppofed moft
effectual to fupply fufficient Spirits, and
to. keep the Body clean from all Supet-
fluitics, which minifter Fuel to Difeales.

i ' The

!

T e R P

on PESTILENCES, 19

" *The Drinking of Wine, without Ex-
cefs; may be more requifite for Us, than
for the Inhabitants of warmer and dryer
Climates: and, this Opinion I am the
more induced to favour, from the -Infor-
mation of a Perfon, whofec Buﬁn‘e{.'s;ii’t.
was to be frequently with the Phyficians,
particularly appointed to vific the Citi-
zens, in our laft Peftilence. By his Te-
ftimony, the Antidote, they conﬁam:hy
ufed in the Morning, before they attend-
ed their Patients, was a Draught of -Ca-
nary ; which they repeated more than once
in the Day ; and kept their Spirits up,
even to Hilaricy. I o

The Obfervations, here delivered,
are declared to be of general Ufe againft
contagious Sickneffes .of - every Kind 5
buc chiefly againft thofe, which are bor
along by the Southerly Winds. -

NOW ; though a Peftilence: may be
prefumed to proceed, . originally, from
intenfe Heat, which .(opening the Pores
of the Earth) raifes noxious Vapours
above-ground ; which:Exbalations, mix-
ing with the Air, may infe¢t Cloaths, or
any fpungy Subftances: Yet, it being,
alfo, fréquently conveyed as a hovering
Cloud of Moiftures it has been':t.hc
- C 2 Pradtice
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20 CONSIDERATIONS

Practice of the:Countries moft- infefted,
t‘o;;‘_kiud_lc Fires publickly through theix
Cities, to purify the.Air : Not-apprehend-
ing any Danger,. even in the warmefb
Climates, front this addivional Heat; but
perfivaded, this was the moft. effectual
Way to deltroy; or difperfc thofe thick,
clammy, pernicious Vapours, that floatéd
inithe:Air. L . |
1./They likewife burned fivcet-fmelling
Floods and Spices:s which, though of no
peculian Efficacy to remove the Caufe of
the Infetion, yet were (atleaft) thought
grateful to the Sceat, and cheering to the
Spirits. Thus did the Divine Hippocrates
(asheis fliled) deftroy the Peftilenee ; di-
sedting the Athenians. to kindle Fires in
gll Paus of the. City, to difpel the noi-
foms .&tefamsi,.: which tainted the Air: And,
on this Occafion, he riot only required
the Ufe of ordinary Fuel, but likewife
oiddoued Garldids ‘of the fweetsft Flowers
vocbe caft ingo-thetFires, - and the moft
edoriferous Opntments to be poyrey uposn
¢hem; -that the:Inhabicants. might, by
thefe Means, breathe an Airy refrefhing
and, pflmﬁed- from:the Contagion. .

LI B o
o -And; indeed, the City of London, Wwas
aeven: abfoluccly freed from Diftempers,

SR thag

TV L
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chat feemed to bear forme Affinity o the
great Sicknefs, which™ reigned in .wié
Vear Sixteen Hundred and Sexty Iive, o
til the Year after; when fo ‘confiderable

a Darc of it was laid in Afhes ;- From
which Time, the Peftilence, obferved (in
our Hiftories) to vifit usiat-igafl oncein
Forty Years, has not . returned within:2
rerm upward of Fifty Years. -

WE were informed, by Letters from
Parss, when the Infeion, which a-
farms us and others, firft raged in . Muor-
feilles; That there was an Intention of
burning the whole City: But, that De-
fign, for what Reafons 1 know not, was
not executed. In all - Appearance, the
rimely Exccution of it had been ‘moft
advifeable for the Secutity of the Narti-
on in general; and might have faved
Multitudes, by preventing the Contagi-
on from fpreading farther into the Coun-
try.  Surely, the Loffes of the Inha--
bitaats of Aarfeilles might have been re-
paired by a Publick Contriburion: So
that, T can fuggelt but Two Reafons,
which might probably divert them from
exccuting what was propofed, The ohe
may, peffibly, be their Bigotry, in de-
pending on St. Roche, and on fuperftitic
ous Proceffions ; whereby, inftead _of
C3 being
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; .

- being relieved, the whole Bod
People came to be infe@ed. T);lcogtltlléi
may be a Belicf in fome Empiricks, who
gnght delude them with vain Hoi)es of
ﬁa ety, by magnifying the pretended Ef-
cacy of their Antidotes, But, whatever
.\’;lerq the true Reafons of this Omiffion ;
,tg ¢ Nations lying contiguous to the
outh of France, are in perpetual Dan-

on. PESTILENCES. 2%

count of the Seafons, for a whole Year,
in his Peffilential State [of the Wea-.
ther;] that, by comparing them with-
our foregoing, prefent, and fucceeding’
Scafons (allowing flill for the Difference
of Climates) my Difciples may perceive,
what reafonable Hopes we have of efca-
ping the Sicknefs, threatcning us from
Abroad. R g

ger of the travelling Mifchicf; which is
now too widely diffufed, to be C]llli 1olfg'
3}: its Progrefs,. by reducing a fingle
-Town into Afhes;. SR

. The PESTILENTIAL STATE.

T HE Tear, Southerly, foowerys #o
Breath of Air, throughout: And, af-
ter Droughts in the Seafons 4 little higher
up in the Lear, during the Southern Blafts

pripaeernid — e Tl — -

i Multa dutfm' terras habere mortifera, vel (about Ar&urus) qzzzc/o'Rzzin.‘:-T/ae Autumn,
i ex bog intelligos quod tot Venena u of- dark, mifty; Rains in Abundance. The
giliF - euntur, non wmany (b A . Winter, Southerly, moift, mild. Long after
Pt S/ 17 s b ‘Pﬂ}ﬁ, ﬁ(! /j)a}zz‘g: : A - _ . .
- - Qolo [eilicet habente, ut boni, ita maki, the Turn of the Sun, near the EQuinox,
el Serving. - SExec | backward Winter-Weather : And now, at’

i ' « & the Equiiox, North-Winds, Snowss not a.

o ‘/-‘IA' Wnﬁm - 1"""“3 < -"."1',"‘5“:?"1"” FEE AR e -

Jong Time. The Spring again, Southerly,
windlefs : Many Showers throughout, to
the Dog-Days. The Summer, ferene, bot;.
oreat Suffocations ; and the Anniverfary:

PV ELE
et i -

Friflégr, Fanuary 27. Numb, CCXCVIII»'
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*;' i'é - LI_ NZ (in his Natural Hiftory) Winds blew [paring, intermitting : And a-
;' i | - writes, that Hippocrates forerold 3 gain, about. Aréturus, #nch Rain, with,
1 "li}' This l‘lgsc?:ﬁgggd(:oming from che Ziyria. Nartb-ﬂ/’inds. Thus, the whole Tear be-
e A 1S Das fnduced me to rranflate his Ag- ing Southerly, moift, and [oft; they paffed,

the Winter bealthily, the Confisnptive on+

}! - | tount
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24, CoNsIDERATIONG

~HAVING given the Regiffer of thig
great Phyfician; I fhall, in the next Place

record Two living Teflimonics concern-.

dng Peftilential.V ggours. The one js hy
a_Gentleman, who:being at Sca, off of
Tripoli, faw a livid, thick Cloud, - hang-
ing over the infected Town;-within the
Shadow of which the Diftemper raged ;
while the Sky, at a Diftance, was ferenc,
‘and bluc, oncvery Side, and the Air free
from the Infection.” The othey is by a
Gentleman, who wastold by a great Ge-
neral; who -had ferved long in Hungary
that,. finding by Expericnce, when g
black: Cloud fetcled over ‘the Camp,
the Men were affécted in the Head, apd
{ogn after with Eruptions in. the Bod y, of
which they died; it  was their Pra&ice,
when they obferved fuch a Cloud hang.
ing over them (how advantagioys foever
they. were pofted) to decamp,-and re-
move Three:or Four Days March from
the Ground; and to keep.a continual
Ficing of Cannon, for fome Time, in
their New Camp : By which means, they
generally preferyed the Troops. -~ 7

An Author, .of good Authority on
this Subjed, rclares’; that a'mifty Kind

of ‘Cloud paffing over Germiany, by a

flow Progrefs; the Catele,. thar came
T T ki

[ oL LS

on P ESTILENGES. - 24

within the: Skicts of it (where-ever. it

afled) fickened ; while thofe, withour,
I\:'.rcr'c 12015 in any wife affected, Moft of
my Readers may recollect a {ickly Cop-
flitution of Air, not unlike this; fince
we fuffered under it, no longer ago,:thaa
in the Reign of the lare Queen: Never-
thelefs, as it falls in with imy Deﬁgq_,‘ i
fhall give fome Account of 'il_’.-:.he_l‘{:..

The South-Weft Wind rifing, ncar the
Summer-Solffice, brought wich it an unz
ufual thick Mj#, and Clouds, Whl,'é;h'
ftreamed down in Rain. Upon the firk
Appearance of this Mift, one or more
were taken violently ill, in almoft every
Family throughout this great and popu-
lous City 5 who, neverthelefs, recovered
in a Day or. Two, upOn‘the_.G_‘learmg up
of the Weather; At that Time; our go-
;vcrhiﬁg”Politic':'ians had turng.:d the At-
gentjon of All, who confided in their Ars
tifics, upon the Forurefs of Dunkirk; in-
to which the French King admitted fome
Englifh Troops to affift thofe Statelinen
in making the Nation believe, the Town
was our own. ‘This vain Affurance be-
ing then uppermoft in the Imaginationg
of the People ; They readily gave the Dif-
i:emper, 1 have mentioned, .the Na'me 9‘5
the Dynkirk-Feaver; norwithftanding ic

i1t ety . came
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26 CONSIDERATIONS

came from the South-Weft ; though, at
the fame Time, it did indeced extend its
Influence as far as that Town. And, in
this Opinion I am the more confirmed
by the Teftimonies of feveral of our ju-
dicious Countrymen, who had lived in
the Weft-Indies, and more cfpecially in
Famaica ; and, who then, immcdiatcly
knowing the Sicknefs, pronounced it Com-
mon in thofe Parts. Whercfore it is not
unlikely, thatthe Sceds of that Diftem-
per (ignorantly called the Dunkirk-Fea-
ver) were wafted from the 77¢ft-Indiesto
this Ifland; where (having loft much of
their Malignity through the Diftance)
meeting with no favourable Difpofition
in the Air to cherifh them, our Northern
Climate deadencd the Blaft, and refcued
us from the fatal Influence thercof in its
full Force. T have chofen to dwell a lit-
tle upon this particular Inftance ; becaufe
it has been the only Sicknefs of a Pefti-
lential Kind, that has made any Attemprs
upon us,” fo as to be generally raken
Notice of, fince the Revolution; and be-
caufe (being yet frefh in our Memories)
it may ferve farther to confirm and cx-
plain, what has been authentically tefti-
fied concerning Peflilential Vapours, from
hot Countries.- =

CAN-

e g e g e . .
SR Pamabba
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'ANCIENT Hiftorians deliver of
Empedocles, That he fhut out the Pefti-
lence from his Country, by clofing an
Opening in a Mountain; that gave a Paf=
fage to the Southerly Winds, which were

- noyfome and unhealthy.  And Plutarch,

in his Trearife againft Colotes, (who had
dedicated a Book to King Ptolemy, full
of Afperfions upon the Philofophers, as
Perfons of little Service to Mankind)
has the following Paflage, fpeaking of

- this Sicilian Philofopher: Now, Empe-

docles convitied: the Pr}lcipal ‘Men, a-
mong his Citizens, of mifapplying and dif-
ﬁpﬂéng the Publrck Treaﬁtff : jnd be, ajl:
fo, delivered bis Country from Barrennefs
and the Peftilence ; having walled up the
Clefts of the Mountain, throughwhich the
Southerly Wind got over into the Plain:
'Two vaft Calamities, for the Refolution

- and Wifdom of one Man to removc!

And here, T fhall infert another Paf-
{age from Plutarch, which falls in with
my prefeat Purpofe. It may, perbaps
gji;lys he) be moft gdvifeable to quit an

oufe where the Air flagnates, or which
is dark, or expofed to the Severity of the
IWinter, or unbealthy. But, if any one bas
@ Liking to the Place, by being accuftomed
toit; he may, by tranfpofing the IWindow-

' Lights,
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Lichts, and altering the Statrs, by opening
cortain Doors, and [buting " ovhers, make
the Dwelling wore light, more airy, and
gnore bealtly.
betrered the Situation of Cities, Oy altering

T like Manner have [omk
the Pofition of them, Thus, they fay, that
gy Native City, which lay open 1o the
Weft IVind, and reccived the Evening Sun
yeclining 1pon Parnaflus, was turned to
tbe Eaft by Charon,

Now, the Name of Plutarch’s City
was Charonea; and very piobably taken
from that Cheron, who made this happy
Alteration ; ‘which was eflecmed of morg,
Benefit to the Inhabirants than any they.
had reccived from the Founder of it,
A Conjcéture, 1 mention, becaufe it is
the Way of this grave Writerto infinuate,
tranficorily, in an Etymnology, - Notions
worthy the Reader’s Attention: And, in
this Paffage, T can hardly be petfivaded,
but that Pletarch means to intimate the
delightful and wholfome Pofition of the
Place of his Nativity, in the Name Che-

rans; which figaifics cheerful, ot rejoiging,

in Health.
% % B
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The Free-Thinker.
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Atque ca vis omnis morboriin, peftilitafque;
Aut extrinfects, uf mubes nebulicqule; fisperé
Poy calum veniint 5 atit ipfa fiepe coortd’
De terra furgunts ubi putrorenm burnida
.ﬂ_ﬂﬂﬂjﬂ,_, S S AR
Tntempeftivis phyvijfque & [olsbus.itta.

, LUCRET,

Frz'zhy, February 3. Numb: CCC. . .

wAESTILENTIAL Exhdlations
P‘ de,aﬂfe from Lakes and Moraffes,

. or froin damp Paults and Cavess
fince the impure Waters in the One, and
the foul Paponrs in the Other, by ftagna-
ting long, corrupt and grow offenfive:
And, when the putrid Sceds of Matter,
cherithed in thefe Nurferics, arc called
forth by cxtraordinary Heats ; or, when

(by.

i
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20 CONSIDERATIONS

(by the fame Caufe) any noifome Steams,

ant up in clofc Caverns, gain an open
Paflage through the Earth; then the Air,
receiving them, grows infectious, and
labours with  their Weight. By this
Means, the Air it felf, now overcharged,
is made to ftagnate, for a Time; till the
continued Heat, attenuating the rifing
Steams, make them light enough to be
put in Motion, and to drive along with
the Current of the burning Southerly

Gales. |

The unwholfome Vapours thus fet-a-
floar, and blended with the Air ;- all Sorts
of Animals, take in the Infection (Where-
ever it moves) whether they breathe, or
cat, or drink. The clammy Particles
fercle in the  Feathers of Birds, in the
Hair, or Fur, of Beafts; and lodge in
the Apparel of Men, and fpungy Furni-
ture of Houfes. . The Humours of the
Body, receiving the fubtil Poifon, are
immediately changed, more or lefs, ac-
cording to” the Power of the Malignity,
and the Inability of the Perfon to refift
it: Any dépraved Juices give an additi-
onal Strength to the Enemy, and join in
a Confederacy to deftroy the yet untain-

~ted Forces of Life s till, at laft, a gene-

fal Corruption waftes the whole Conffitu-
- tion

on PESTILENCES,  3I
tion. And, when once the °Mortalifry
grows rife, the very Putrefaction of the
Decad helps to render the ‘Air yet more
malignant, and univerfally to {pread the
prevailing Mifchicf. |

After this Manner does a Peffilence of-
ten pafs from the Place, that gave it
Birth, into foreign Countries ; fince it may
be either driven by the #7nds, or perhaps
be communicated by Commerce. - It fome-
times languifhes, and feems almoft ex-
tinguifhed ; and then breaks out afrefh;
or, hifting its Ground, rifes in other
Places; according as the more vigorous
Seeds of the Difeafe  take their Courfe,
(by any Conveyance) and meet with
Subjects proper to encourage their Ma-
lignity. The contagious Matter is oft-
en checked by Froffs; and, if not wholly
quelled, thrives again in the Spring; and
growing {tronger in the Sumimer, it comes
to full Maturity at the Vintage, laying
walle whole Towns and Provinces, in the
{ickly Autumnal Scafon. :

As thefe Exhalations come not without
Humidiry, and caufe a Stagnation of Air,
where-ever they abound; they are dif-
fipated by ftrong, dry, Winds: Bu,
there is no cerrain Mcthod of deftroying

the
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the Seeds, larbouring i Cloaths, aﬁci.
other Goods apt to receive them, but by

the Forec of Lire:

| Fir’cs; in Abundasice, hot only diy the
Air, but likeiwife draw it forcibly into Cur-
wents 3 aridy for this Reafon, tlicy may be {0

difpofed-as: at leaft to fecure. the Perfons,

who atrend on the Sick.- Thus Acron;
the Pliyfician, famous for his Succefs a-
gainft a great Peftilenco in Atheus, kind=
led Fires sicar the Sick s for (fays Plu-
#areh) he benefitied not a few by this
Method. . And, indeed; 1 fee no Reafon
why the Peflilent Atmofphere, whicli is
fuppofed to furround the Infeéted and to
communicate the Contagion to the Sownd;
fhould not be alrered by Fircs. Poflibly
it raay be objected; That the addition-
al Heat of ‘Fires may heighten a Diftem-
per, which is fuppoled to be fptcad dnd
kept alive by Heat, and to be checked
by Cold. But then, it muft be confidet-
ed ; That it.is not Heat alone, which in
creafes the Contagion 3 notr Cold, aloney
which deftroys it; even in Our Aif ¢
Whereof overy One may be fatisfied;
who confults the Bills of Mortality, fof
the Year Sixteen Hundred Sixty Five. By
¢hem it appears, that the Peflilence, then

teigning, procecded in the Method of !
: Epidemical

- o ————

— e ——
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Epidemical Difcafes, as fet down by Hip-

pocrates 3 allowing for the Difference of

our Climate.

« Towards the Clofe of the Year
« MDCLXIV (fays Dr. H ODGES,
¢ in his Hiffory of that Plague) began
¢ the Prologue of the future Tragedy :
¢ For, atthat Time, only one Family was
« infected in the City of Weftminfter ;
¢ a5 was fufficiently proved by the fud-
¢ den Death of Two or Three, accom-
¢ panied with correfponding Symproms.
¢« Hereupon, fome of the Inhabitants,
¢ alarmed, removed: into London, to a-
¢ yoid the Contagion; who carried with
¢ them the froitful Seminary of the Peft.
« And, by this Means, the as yct infant
« Difeafe (nurfed in One ot Two Fami-
« lies) unwarily fcattered the poifonous
« Taints and, for want of confining the
¢ Sick in the Beginning, became infu-
“ perable foon after, and attacked . the

¢ wholc City.”

™~

L

-

™

. BUT, a Colle&ion of che WWeekly Bills,

then publifhed, being now become very
rare, I here infert an Extract, fo far.as
relates to the Peftilence, taken from 2
Printed S¢, lent me by a Gentleman.
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24, CONSIDER A TIONS

-+ Ammo 1664 Dicd of the Plagsie :
From the 2.0th of December, tothe 27th 1
The following Six Wecks .k O

X
)

From the 7ch of Iebruary, to the 14th
Thefollowing Nise iVecks = c—m—
5 Ao, 1663,

From the 18th of 4prif, to the 25th-— 2
The following 77eek —~= 0
From the 2d of Afgy, to the gth —— ¢
¥rom the gth of May, to the 16th —— 3
Yromthe 16th of May, to the 23d — 14
Fromthe 23d of Aday, to the joth — 17

From the 3o0th of May, to'the 6tlll}3
5(

-of fune —
From the 6th of Fune, to the x3th— 113
From the 13th of Fune, to the 26th— 168
From the 2.0th of fune, vo the 27th — 267
From the 27th of Fune, to the 4th of ]

_ :‘fﬂ_l} ' . . —— 5470
Fromthe 4th of July, to the 11th — 725
¥rom the 11th of Fuly, to the 18th—1089
From the 18th of Fufy, to the z5th-—1843
From the 25th of July, vo the 1t of 3

Adugnfp e e 2010
¥rom the 1ft of Zugnf?, to'the 8th— 2817
¥romthe 8th of Angnft, to the 15th 3880
From the 15th of Zuguft, to the 22d 4237
Fromthe 22d of Auguft, o the 29th 6102

Fromthe 29th of Angzf?, to the 5thy | o,
of September - — }6988

From

on PESTILENCES. 35

Fromthic sthof September,tothe r2th,6544
From the 12th of September, to the ,165
19th. — e -
FI‘O|191 the 1oth of September; to they $543
2.6th e 279
Erom the 26th of Sepzember, to the 24929
3d of Oétober %
From the 34 of Offober, to the 1oth, 4327
From the roth of OFober, to the 17th,2665
From the 17th of Offober, to the 24th, 1421
From the 24th of Offober, to the 31ft; 1031
From the 31ft of Offober, to the }1414
2th of November -
From the 7th of November, to the 1040
I4th et .
From the 14th of November,to the 21,652
From the 2.1t of November, tothe 28th,333
From the 28th of November,to thC} 210
sth of December == = . |
From the sth of December, to the 2th, 243
From the 12th of December, to the 1oth, 281

 And farther the Colletion, now lying
before mey does not £o. | -

P e

From this Regiffer, it may be obferved s

. That the ek, wherein moft died of this

Plague, was in the Middle of September ;

which, in our Climate, is not ufually fo .

‘ot a Month, as cither Fuly ot Augnft:
And yet, there i1s 2 Difference of One

Thoufand berween rhis Week and the -
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26 CoNSIDERATIONS

lv{glygﬂ Week in Anguff : And, between
the firlt Week in Auguf?, and This in Sep-
tember, the Difference is 4348; which
firft Week alfo, in Zuguft, exceeds by fe-
veral Hundreds, the hot Seafon in July,
commonly called the Dog-Days.

And yet, Dr. Hodges makes the Num-
ber much greater, than the Bills of Mor-
tality, then publilhed. For, he fays, in
one Place ; That once Eight Thoufand died
in a Week : And in another 5 That, about
the Beginning of September, the ‘Difeafe
was at the Height 5 in the Courfe of which
Month, much more thar Twelve Thoufand

died ina Week. And, poflibly, thefe diffe-

rent Accounts may be reconciled 5 fince,
in another Page, he fays, That more than
Your Thoufand expired in one Night :
Which granted, if we begin to reckon
the Week differently from the Method
ufed in the Bills 5 there might die absve
Twelve Thoufand, in the Space of Seven
Days: As may be feen, by the Compu-

tation of the Second and ‘Third Week, in
September.

- The fame Phyfician, though he has
not, after the Example of Hippocrates,
tranfmitted to us an exa@ Regifter of
the Séafons, during the Courfe of the
' Pefti-

...- 'v....ﬂmi’-‘; [
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Peftilence ; has however informed us of
the Temperature of Two Seafons.

« Tf the Temperature of the Weather
(fays He) be confidered ; 1 know not
¢« which was more equal and healchful,
« the Spring or the Summer Scafon :
« Since, the milder Winds blowing,-
“ chaftened the Air; preventing its pu-
« trefa@ive Stagnation, and diflipating
« and difcuffing the more occult pefti-
¢ Jential * Seeds, how fubtile foever:
« And the gentle, moderate Heat, not
¢« only hindred the Aéivity of vehement
« and irregular Fermentations; but did,

[ 4

™

™ ™ "

- ™ o~

¢« likewife, exaétly preferve the Juicesin

“ the human Body, that require puri-
“ fying, in a due State and Degree.

Whence we may infer, that the Sum-
mer, wherein the Mortality {pread and
increafed, was not accufed of being over-
hot, nor yet deftitute of refrefhing Bree-

yASH

And afterwards, he notes; “ That
“ there was a very great Plenty of horary
« Fruits, efpecially of Cherries and Grapes;
¢ which being fold at the cheapeft Rates,
“ many cat of them moft intemperately:
¢t which, it is hardly to be doubted, fur-
” D3 ¢ nifhed,

La T
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4

ey

ni_fhed Fuel, proper o inflame the Pe~
¢ ftilence.”

(S

K

- Friday, February 10, Numb. CCCIL

R. HODGES was One of the

Four Phyficians, appointed to vi-

—" fit the Sick in the laft great
Plague of London s and has written the
moft fully upon the Subject. By what I
have alrcady cited out of his Book, it
appears; That the Seafon, wherein the
Sicknefs raged moft, was not intempe-
ratcly hot; and that the Air was not per-
ceived to flagnatein the Summer. T pro-
ceed, now, in my Enquiry concerning this
Sicknefs, when it came to aHeight : And,
in the {ame Treatife, I find the following
Paflage. | '

¢« At length; thar Nothing might be
left untried in this dreadful Hurry of
Affairs 5 the Governours, who were ap-
pointed to prefide over thefe Concerns
‘ (the Court removing, in the mean time,
oo Oxford) came to a Refolution, at
¢ all Events, to have Fircs made in cve-

L 1) ;,y.

<
¢

¢
¢

~ e e W

< pocraies.
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“ ry Street, during Threc Days fuccef-
“ fively. 'While ‘thefe’ Things were ‘in
« Agiration, We Phyficians veliemently
¢ accufed the Procecdings, and thefc Ex-
« periments 3 and;, we warmly viged,

™

{ince the Air was altogcrher pure .and
utitainted, that this Mcthod of purg-

"~

“ ing it wounld prove as unferviceable, as
¢ it would be expenfive; Having a great-
¢ ¢r Regard (not unwictingly) to the
« moft defired Health of the City, than
¢ vo the Authority of the Governours, o
¢ even to the Practice (howcver approved

« in other Refpects) of our Mafter Hip-
Bur, notwithftarding™ our
¢« 'proteftations to the contrary ; “Tires
¢ were kindled in every Place. But
¢ glas! the Controverfy, on this'Occa-
« fion, was foon decided : For, the Three
« Days were fcarce yet expired:; when

« the fad Heavens did not.only mourn the

¢« inpumerable Funerals but, they wept
« gyer the fatal Miftake in fuch profufc
¢ Ghowers, as cxtinguifhed the Fires.
« 1 Jcave cvery Man to the Libetty of
“ his own Opinion, as to thefe Fires,
« whether they might be looked upon
« a5 the Prelude of the follawing Con-
¢ flagration, ot of -the Incredfe of the

««"Fymeral Piles : But, whether the un-
¢ paralleled Mortality of that Night

[}

[

D q ¢ came.
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40 (CONSIDERATIONS

“ camc from the fuffocating Quality of
¢ the Coals, or from the rainy Conftirn-
“tion of Air, ever fatal; certain it is,
¢ that above Four Thoufand dicd, before
“ Morning. Hence, let Pofterity, in-
“ ftructed by our Misfortunc, adt more
“advifedly ; nor let them, after the
“ Manner ‘of Empiricks, pretend to ap-
“ ply a Method of Cure, not yer tried,
& to any, or to an unlike, Caufe.

Now, this fatal Night muft have been
aboutthe Middle of September,between the
Twelfth and Nineteenth Days ; juft when
the Peftilence was ac the Height.. And
Dere, it is obfervable, Thar this Author
docs not once furmize, thac thefe Fires
did any Mifchief, by beating the Air :
But, -chat the Smoak of the Cos/-Fires
might fuffocate the Sick ; unlefs the Rage
of the Diftemper were to be imputed to
the exceffive Showers, which fell at chat
Time. To which Purpofe, he has ano-

ther Paffage, as follows.

“ The utmoft Diligence ought ro be
““ufed to weaken and deftroy.the Effica-
“cy of the peftilential Poifon : Which
“can only be done by proper Fumisa-
“ tions. We learned from Hippacrates (the

" Oracle of the Art of Healing) the

¥t Kind-

B T i o e
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« Kindling of Fires in the Streets and
% 1lilltll)ilickgWays; which I fuppofe to
« have profited fometimes, not (as fome
« fay) by abforbing the peftiferous Hy-
< midity; but rather, by fending forth
« plentifully, on all Sides, 2 Nitrous
&« Smoak ; whence comes a fudden Tranf-
« formation of the peftilent Effuvia.
« Wherefore, I think it were beft-to malge
« the Fires with odoriferous and refinous
« Woods, which caft forth a clear and
« oily Flame ; fuch asJuniper, Fir, O{zk,‘
« 4fh, Elm, Hafel, &c; and not wnftfh
¢ Coals, which put forth an impure, fc-
« rid, and fuffocating Sulphur.: . -

ilt T am' confidering the Rc_‘-:ma}rks
_‘anzlmill:!:ﬁOpinions of Writers on thig Sub- -
iec; I cannot omit obferving, That fonl;c
Jhave imagined there is a ‘Difimtiion tlo_ le
‘made, as to the Ufefulnefs of Fires; which
(fay they) may be allowed, as p.rplpler-
to prevent ; but, of no Ufe, if not'l_ug1 y
improper, for remedying 2 Peﬁllen;:e.
And yet, Galen commends Hippocrates for
remedying, ot Curing the Peftilence, come
(for fo wddmilu fignifics here) into Greece
from ¢_ZLthiopia and not for pr&vmt‘f@fg
its Arrival. And, indeed, it feems .11;-
ficult to conceive; how thefe Aromatic

be more ferviceable in pre-
Fires fhould acnig,

CP AT IAEGEY A e . o N F
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42 CoNSIDERATIONS

venting, than in deffroying a Peflilence ;
Neicher docs it appear, why Fire, near
the Sick, may not: draw ‘towards it the
-Stcams,” by which the ' Infe®ion ' is
thought to be conveyed; dnd thus, in a
great-Meafure, if noc totally, ‘weakenits
Force, rand diverc its Drift,” © -

- Moreover; I.do not find, that Expe-
rience taught' Hodges any other Mcthods
of curing his Paticits, but by throwing
Off the - Malignity either by the Pores; or
by the Tunonrs and Eruptions; or, laftly,
by external ‘Applications to the Skin: As
appears, not only from' his' Hiftories ' of
fuch as recovered; bue likewife from the
Method :whereby -he faved himfelf »
For, he was twice 1ll3: but was Joon cnred
by the Help of the Antidotes, he dlways

kept by-him: As may be feen by his own

Account ;' which I-tranferibe.

“ For the Space of Six Months, -as
¢ foon as Irofe, early in“the Morning,
“ I{wallowed the Quantity ‘of a Nutmeg
“ of the Antipefilential Electuary : Then,
“as.foon as I had ordered my private
“ Concerns, I came out into my Hall ;
“where 4 very great Crowd of Citizens
“ waited for my Appearance. If the
he Sick
« (cheir
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¢« (their Ulcers not quite healed ) and of
¢ thofe, who miniftred to them; Laflly,
if the whole Concourfe, that came
¢ daily, were to be confidered ; my pri-
« vate Dwelling would hardly have been
¢ diftinguifhed from an Iofpital. There,
¢ ir was my Cuftom ro fpend Two, and
“ often Three Hours, to inform my felf
« of the Condition of the Infected ; of
¢ which I defired to have a full Account,
¢ that T might be more accurate in - pre-
¢ paring Remedies, fuitable to the va-
“ rious Indications.

“ When the Company was difmiffed,
¢ T breakfafted : For, T did not think it
« advifcable to go abroad fafting, while
« the Peflilential Conflitrition raged. Then,
¢ till Dinncr-Time, 1 vifited the _Slck, in
¢ their Houfes: Bur, upon entring their
¢ Chambers, I took care to correcl the
« Badnefs of the Air, and to corroborate
¢ my Spirits, by calting a Preparation of
¢ perfumes on a Shovel-full of glowing
“ Coals ; and I likewife kepr Lozenges in
“ my Mouth, all the while, I examined

¢ them,

¢ N. B. They were in the Wrong,
¢ who carricd very hot Medicines in their

“ Mouth; namely, Myrrh, the Roqs‘?ﬁf




_-.. ‘.4
L S e T

44 CONSIDERATIONS

« Zedoary, Angelica, Ginger, &c. Whence
« often happens an Inflamation of the
“ Tonfills, not without great Prejudice to
¢ the Lungs.

¢« Morcover 3 while Ttook my Rounds
“ from Houfe to Houfe, it was no unad-
¢ vifed Precaution in me, never to ¢n-
¢ ter the Chambers, and to approach too
“ near to the Beds, either in a Sweat, ot
¢ out of Breath. I, likewife, put on a
¢ Compofure of Mind; admonifhed by
¢ the Experiences of others, whofe Bo-
“ dies fuffered from the Affe&ions of
¢ their Minds. |

« After fome Hours Vifitation of the

K Sick, T betook my felf Home ; be-

“ ginning my Dinner with a Glafs of
¢ Sack, which whetted my Stomach, re-
¢ frefhed mySpirits, and diffipated the light
¢ Attacks of the Peftilence. The Meat,
“fet upon my Table, was fuch as I
¢ thought moft proper to reftore my
“ Forces ; eafy of Digeftion, counting it

¢« Roafted more wholfome than Boiled ;

« with Sauce, not fo much adapted to
“ the Palate, as to the Nature of the
¢ Difeafe: And, indeed, in this mourn-
“ ful Time of the City, Plenty and Va-
¢ riety werc banifhed. T very feldom ended
“ my Dinner without Wine. “As

on PESTILENCES, 45

<« As foon as I rofe from Table, my
“ Duty to the Publick required I fhould
“ oive Anfwers, and Prefcriptions, to
“ fuch as waited to fee me. This done;
¢ T vifited thofe, who kept their Bed, till
“ Eight ot Nine, in the Evening. The
« Task of the Day being finifhed, T laid
“ afide (as much as pofiible) all medical
“ Cares ; and, aflembling my Friends on
“ every Side, my Cuftom was, inftead of
“ Supping, to drink Sack to a Pitch of
“ Chearfulnefs: Which procured me a
“ gentle Sleep, and a very kindly Perfpi-
‘ ration. Moreover, at any time in the
“ Day, when I fufpected my felf to be
« wounded by the Peftilence, from fuch
¢ Symptoms as a Giddnefs in my Head,
¢ a Loathing at my Stomach, or a fud-
¢« dain Failure of my Forces 5 I drank 2
“ moderate Quantity of Wine : Whereby
“ the peftiferous Taint was eafily thrown
“ off by Sweat, through the open Pores
¢ of the Skin.

And here, T fhall infert what he fays,
in another Place, in Praife of Canary.

¢« Gratitude obliges me to celebrate
¢ the Praifes of the Generous Spanifh
“ Wine ; as juftly deferving the Prefer-

‘“ence amonglt Awtidotes; whether it be
- ‘ taken
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¢t taken pure, and uncompounded, of be
« jmpregnated with IWormwood, Angeé-
« /ica, &c. For, hitherto, has Nothing
«been found more friendly to fortify
« the Nerves and-the Spirits.

« And, here; give me Leave to make
“ga Judgment of chis Wine: Ler if,
< then, bea Wine of Maturity ; that is, “of
o middle Ages not new, and upon the
«« Mufle, nor palled through Time. ~ Let it
« bo of one Kind; mot mixed, nor enfeebled.
« Jot it be mild; neat: Not eager; not
< gdulterated. - Let it be Wine of a very
« ftrong Body; of an equal and brisk, not
« poor and languid, Tafte. )
'y fomple, and moft agreeable Smell, like
< that of frefb Walnuts.  Let it be of the
« Jighteft fort 5 [parkling, as it is poured
< gut 5 flying up into the Noftrils, and (as
« it qpere) eagerly kiffing the Lips of the
« Dyinker : [wiftly evaporating over the
« Fire 5 and leaving noDregs behind it.

¢« It is certain, That a very great
« Quantity of this Kind of Winc was
¢ drank, in that fatal Time, as well by
« Perfons in Health, as by the Infected ;
« with good Succefs alike to All, cx-
¢ cepting fuch as gave Themiclves up

“ to Intemperance. Many drank Wine
“ med;-

Let it be of

< ETER YR I . . '
) gizrlﬁszited_ Wlt}l‘l various -dl@zplmrmz’c@
Upon the whole, it is evident; that
this Phyfician thoughe, the moft'effe@tu.
al Way of difcharging the InfeGion was
by the Pores: For this End he chiefly re-
commends Canary; and his Autidotes
were intended fot the fame Purpofe; as
may be feen by the Kinds of FElectuaries
he "has mentioned ; which (in a better
Manner- prepared) - any “Apothecary -can
furnifh o thofe, who like them: |

_'_F_'rz'drz], Fc’éi_vmry :'t7. Numb. CCCIV :

R. HODGES has, in o.ne.Pia-cé,’
Fccordcd an Obfervation; relac-
ing to the State of the' Heather,

preceding the Plagne of London-; as fol-
lows : e T

« . .
. The Auitumm, in the foregoing Year,
) being more - than ordinarily wet ; a
* very great Morrality raged every where,
“among the Cattle: Whofe Carcafes be-
. ing fold, ac the meancft Price, to the
(1 19
cofm-

o PESTILENCES, 47
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« common Pcople, furnithed a moft a-
i bundant Supply of putrid Humours.
¢« Hence (as was the Opinion of very
¢ Many) came our Calamity: Hence,
« [ikewife, fome of the more Sagacious
« took an Opportunity to derive the Ori-
« ginal of the late Peftilence: Since, it
¢ being often fuperadded to an ill Habit
¢ of Body, This opened a moft ample
« Scope for Sufpicion, that the Eating of
« the Flefh of Animals, dead ofthe Plague,
« might infe@ Men with a Taint of the
« fame Maligaity.

Whereupon, it is obfervable, that the
Peftilence, in Homer, began amongft the
Cattle, and aftcrwards feized on Men.
And, indeed, as this Poet keeps clofe to
Naturc in his Defcriptions, and as he
lived in a Country, where the Peftilence
frequently rages; we may fuppofe his
Account to be juft; fince He, as well
as any other curious Obferver, had Op-
portunities of knowing the Rife and Pro-
grefs of Peftilences, in thofe Parts.

To proceed with my Author : After this
wet Autumn, from whence (he fays) the

Mortality among the Cattle proceeded;

¢ a very fevere Froft began in December 3

¢ which continued Three entire Months :
“ Bound

[ R .~ e
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« Bound. up by the Rigour whereof, ‘the
<t deadly Force.of the Contagion was ¢fr-
¢ fecbled, and Jlaid . afleep: S0 tha, in

. '

“'that Seafon, very few died, outof the
“ Number of theSick. . " wac o 7

R B

LI N
PPN

.. After thisy mentioning the Cafe:of a

young Man,, in:the middlg of the:Chirif2-
mafs-Holidays, whofe Feuer: he pronoun-
ced to be Peflilontial ; and,who, notwirh-
ftanding, recovered; h¢, fays; the Reax
{on of . inferting this Cafg - was; to fhew
(if T may, here-contrack his -Meaning )
chat the Froft did remarkably:seftrain.the
Progrefs of-the Contagion; and the Vios

lence of the Diftemper.-.iw .0
~:Now, thefe Three Frofty Months cnded
with Marehy . (according to Dri Sydenhan)
when it thawed fuddenly ; the preceding
Winter beihg extreinely -Cold, ‘and  the
Froft  continuing without any’ TInrermif=
fion; till Spring. And;. in-the Bills of
‘Mortality, there is no mention of the
Plague,” till after the middle of April:
And then, there are but Two fer down,
for the remaining Part of that Month.

" To return to! Hodges:. ¢ During the
¢« Months of May and FunetheTimes were
¢ doubtful:s ;, The Pefiilence exercifed its
.. B *Power
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“ Power ofi¢ while more cruelly, another
¢ while more mildly, by Turns ; now inva-
¢ ding thefe, then other Parifhes, by Leaps,
““as it were in a running Fight. As of-
“ ten as the Number of Funerals was di-
“ minithed, fo often we concecived cer-
“tain. Hopes, that the Plague would
“{foon be extinguifhed: And again, in
“ Proportion, as the Burials increafed ;
“the Minds of all were dejeed, as if
“ they defpaired of the whole Mezrapolss.,
“It is certain, this Affair balanced fo
“¢ long, that by thefe feeming Truces, the
*“ Kvil became the greater; fince the Peo-
¢ ple were kept between Hope and Fear,
¢ concerning the Event..

This Fluituation appears, by the
Weekly Bills, to begin in" April; and to
continue till the Third Week in Myy:
From which Time, the Burials encreafed
continually unto the Second Week in
Septembers which Week fell, Four Hun-
dred and Forty Four, in the Burials; and
was exceeded, in the fubfequent Week,
by Six Hundred and Twenty One,

The fame Writer proceeds to fay;
“Pofterity will fcarcely believe, how
* precipitantly the fearful Citizens foughe
¢ the Country, departing in Troops;l fo

T ¢ that
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¢« that it feemed, as if London had evei
<« gone out of its felf: Jult as in the
« Time of the Fire; when all the Gates
« and the Highways were too narrow
« for the flying People. Notwithftane-
«ing that, by the Departure of the
« Flower and Majority of the Citizens,
¢« fo much of the Fuel was carried off’;
« yet the Peftilence remained : Which, at
« Jength, feemed (like the Parthians) to-
¢« counterfeit a Flight, that it might the
« fooner obtain a Victory. For, its for-
¢« pfer Clemency broke out into an un-
¢ bridled Rage; and the Contagion did
¢ not creep, as before, by flow and gen-
“tle Steps; but, doubling its Forces,
“ made an open March, with fpeedy
¢ Paces. So that the City was, in a
“ little Time, infected in all Parts. -

And, afrerwards, he continues: It
¢ js incredible, how the Contagion, dif-
“ fufed among People of a mean Con-
<« dition, rioted on a fuddain: Hence,
« it was commonly called the Poor's
« Plagye; of whom a Holocanft, almoft
« immenfe, was f{acrificed to the Grave.
“ Bur, notwithftanding the City was de-
« ferted by che wealthy Citizens, and al-
“ moft deprived of other Inhabitants s

“yer the common People, "otherwife
H E 2 « greatly
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. A " <« yer the Brink of the Grave. In this
A greatly diﬁl‘efr(.‘d, were.not  affli¢ted ! « Bed-Chamber might be heard the deep
¢ with a Scarcity of Corn: For, the Publick | « Groans of Men cxpiring; in that, the
“ Supplics, and the aflluent Bencvolence « menaging and confufed Clamours of
“of the Rich, did not only relieve the ¢ the Delirious: Not far off, Reclations
“ Poverty of the Neceffitous; but, fo ¢ and Friends, fincercly mourning the
“ arcat was the Munificence, that their « Departure of others, and their own
*« Wants werc plentifully fupplied :Where- ¢t approaching Fate. Decath  was the
 forc, 1 fhall, in another Placc, aflign 2 . « Midwife to fome Women in Labour:
“ morc manifeft Caufc of fo remarkable f, « And, tender Births pafled from the
¢ a Dovaftadion. « Wombinto the unabortive Tomb.Whom
| ¢ would it not grieve, to fee the Candi-

o "l i 1

o

The Caufes he afligns were, Surfeiting

on Fruits, and Eatmg the I'lefh of the
Cattle, which died of the Sicknefs, in
the Autumn before. Then he goes on:
“ In the Months of Anguf? and Seprember,
¢ the Conragion changed its former flow

e

« daves for Life fucking, with Delight
« and Eagernefs, at the Breafts of their
« deceafed Mothers? Or, the Bridal-Bed
« chanQed, that very Nighe, into a Se-
¢ pulcher s and the firft Embraces diflol-

¢ yed by Death? In the Streets mighe
¢ be feen Perfons, feized with the Sick-
« nefs, ftraggering like 'drunl:.cu Men;
« Here, lay fome Dozing, and almoft
¢ half-Dead; in a heavy Drowzinefs,
¢ not to be {haken off, but by the fhrill
« Sound of the laff Trumpet: There, o-
¢ thers were met, farigued with exceffive

« and languid Pace; and having (as it
“ were) got an intirec Power, it demolifh-
¢ ¢d the Town : In the Courfe of which
«“ Months, Thrce, Four, Five, and even
“ Eight Thoufand, died in a Week.

Thefe Weeks appear, by the B)'Zl.r, to
be, from the Lighth of Augnft, to the Tenth

H « Vomiting; as if they had drunk Poi-
of Oflgber: Which Time of Mortality ¢ {on: In the middle of the Market, ¥
He deferibes in the following Manner. ¢ Perfons, in full Healch, fell down on i

“ 3 fuddain; as if the Contagion was |

« there expofed to fale. -Not much un- .

« like was it in the Three-Days Confia-
" : N1

« gration of the Ciry 1 — “ Some

“ In moft Houfes lay cither dead Bo-

“ dies to be carried out, in the Evening ;
“ or Perfons languifhing, as it were, o- !
B { !
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54. CONSIDER ATIONS

“ Some Divines, while they were in-
“‘tent on Exercifing their Pricltly Office,
“were enrolled in the Regifter of the
“Bleffed. Some Phyficians (in Num-
ber about Eight or Nine; amongft whom
he honourably mentions Doctor Conyers)
“ found no Relicf from the Antidotcs
¢ and Affiftance, which they gave to o-
““thers. The Soldiers made no Defence,
““ nor found Shelter ; who, notwithftand-
“ing They encamped without the City,
“ to avoid the Ambuthes of the Difeafe,
“ were neverthelefs not fufliciently able
“ to repell the Infults of the Contagion.
“Many burdened with Years, very
“many of a more fettled Age, and in
“ the youthfull Vigour of Life, bur of
“the Female Sex, more cfpecially, a
“ far greater Number, died: and, of In-
¢ fants, very few efcaped. It was not
“ uncommon to fee an Inheritance pafs
¢ Succeflively to Three Heirs, within
““ the Space of Four Days. ‘The Bearers
“ were not fufficient to inter the Dead:
“With continual Tolling, the Bells
“were, at firft, hoarfe; and, in a lictle
“ Time, filent: Soon, the Church-yards
“ did nor contain the dead Bodics ; where-
¢ fore, new aind larger Places were fet
“ apart for that Ufe : Inftead of Graves,

¢ great Pits were opened ; into which

¢ Thirty

[

-l .
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« Thirty or Forty Coffins might be let

« down at once. It very often happen-

¢“ed, that the Perfons hired, one Even-

“ing, to carry out others to thefc com-

“ mon Graves; were Themfelves, the.
“ following Night, caft into the fame.
“ Even the Relation of this Calamicy

““ melts me into Tears. And, in tliis
“ Time, we were in Doubt as to the fi-
“ nal Event 5 for the City was almoftex-
¢ haufted with continual Funerals; - and,
“ as yet, we had no Relief to our Evils;;
“ nor, as yet, was the Plaguc at its Cr:-
“ fis; the unbridled Rage whereof had
“ not, hitherto, abated.” Which being
frefhin his Memory, when he wrote this
Treatife, he defcribes in this Placé; and
then purfues his Subject.  “ As the City,
“1 fay, was afterwards burnt, without
“any DiftinGion ; in like Manner, did
“ this Plague {pare no Order, Age, or Sex.

That They, to whom the Care of the
Publick is entrufted, may be diligent

in the Performance of their Duty, if

ever we fhould be vifited with the like
Calamity ; I fhall clofe my Paper with
one Citation more from this Author.
¢ Nor, ought we to pafs overin Silence,
“ one very amazing Affiftance, beneficial
“ to every Order of the Citizens, which
N T 4 “was

ris
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«“ ,i\'as_'o\_\ging; to the extragrdinary Care ¢ Neither muft it be omitted in this
“ of the Magiftrates ; namely, the Keep- ¢ Narration,' That this :grievous Malig-
““ing. of the Marker Open, as ufual; | ¢ nity invaded the adjacent Towns, on
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i “the meanTime, the Places ncareft to
I ¢ the Thames were more cruelly infefted ;
i’ ¢ perhaps not fo much from the Moifture
« of the Air, as from the unguarded In-

'.Frj,{,,)»5 f';ér,,ﬂ,j, 24. Nt;mb. CCCVL ~ “tercourfe and Commerce. Morcover,

“and fupplying it with-Provifions of ¢« every Side:: For, the Citizens, flocking i

“ cvery Kind:. So that Meats and Drinks ¢ into the neighbouring Country Places, i
“ werc hardly.cheaper, at any other Time: ¢ carricd with them the Contagion, inall E%Z
“ Whereby: Famine, gencrally accounted ¢ jts Force. . From that Time, the Pefti- il
“the Miffrefs bearing Rule in fo many [ “lence, which at firll -crepe only from gﬁ i
“ Peftilences, and the:Artendant of fome, |- ¢ Streetto Street, did, foon after, wander i
“ was driven far away:: Which Gircum: | through Counties far-remote; fo that %a i
“ftance very much affwaged the Atro- |i “ fearcerany Place was indemnified. In i i

¥ city of . the Plague,” .

T -
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“ fome Towns and Villages, remarkable

3 - e oot ¢ for a good Situation, and for the Whole-
| J;« | e - ¢ fomenefs of the Air, did partake of che
3 IF i ¥ Amvery fenfible, thar the Generali- | ¢ publick Calamity. Such was the Rife,
2 1 # tyof my Readers begin to be tired | ¢ and fuch the Progrefs of the late Lon-
(R i with my Quotations from Hodjes ; ¢ don Plague.” o
d || if’ | and that fome may be apt to think them,

ﬁ | L i i not only tedious, but trifling, Neverthe- ‘From this Paflage, and other Intimari-
P | lefs, I flatter my felf, that T fhall be ac- ons to the fame Purpofe, difperfed
':i%§ quitted (confidering the Importance of ' through this Phyfician’s Account of the
g”“f ‘ the Subject) by the morc Knowing and | Peftilence; we may tranfiently remark,
e Attentive ; when they fhall hereafter fee how ftudioufly he endeavours to confirm
g i il the farther Ufes, T make of this Author:  §  his Readers in an Opinion, which many
2 }§ 4 T'o whom 1 now return, {  of his Profeflion have propagated, fince
AT S the Age of Hippocrates. He is far from
N f{g 0 - “ Necither | | ' being
\ ’jh K1 |
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being the only Doéfor, who would not
have us fo much as fufpe& the Air to be
infe@ious when a Peftilence fpreads over
a whole Country s but believe, that the
Malignity cannot be conveyed any other
Way, than by Perfons and in.Goods :
And in order to explain and eftablifh this
favourite modern Notion, they inculcate
to us th¢ Doctrine of Contagion; which
may._vety well be allowed; and yet the
Air may alfo be infe¢ted, notwithftand-
ing all they advance to the contrary.in
their Writings.  Wherefore, in the
Coutle of thefe Lectures, I fhall endea-
vour to confider this Pofition with Im-
partiality ; to difcover how far it may
appeat rcafonable from the Nature of
Things. In the mean Time, I am ob-
liged to proceed in tranfcribing, from
my Author, the moft confiderable Faéts
and Circumftances, which he mentions,
as attending the 22ar of the Plague.

“ The more grievous Scafon of the
“ Year, and the Height of the Diftemper,
“ being now over ; the Plague declined,
“ and went off, by flow Degrees;s in the
“ fame Manner as it increafed and pro-
¢« ceeded. Hitherto, although the Num-
“ ber of the Sick was hardly diminifhed ;
¢ yer, the vehement Malice of the Difcafe

“ feemed

e — s e e s s e —_

on PESTILENCES. 59

« feemed fomewhat appeafed: Very Few,
“ at leaft, died ; and evenThey, from no
“ {mall Errors. ‘Thus, the Malignity of
“the Plague abating ; the former Fear
“ was, on a fuddain, caft out of the
“ Minds of All: Whether this was ow-
“ ing to the appeafing of the Deity by
“ more folemn Prayers ; or, to the ready
¢« Compliance of the Sickly, who chear-
¢ fully took the Remedies, which had
“ been, a Thoufand Times, experienced ;
“or, to the Nwrfés, who became more
“ wary and more faithful in the Dif-
¢ charge of their Office. Certain itis, that
“ (beyond all Expectation ) Hopes now
« dawned, of recovering the ufual Heal-
“thinefs ; as in the uncxpected Period
“of the Conflagration,”

- But, here we may obferve ; That, on the
Bills of Mortality, the Burials decreafed
fafter, than they increafed. Inthe Week,
fucceeding thar, wherein the Peftilence
was at the Height, the Burials werc
diminithed, by Owe Thoufand, Six Hun-
dred, Thirty Two: Inthe two following
Weeks they flill decreafed, above §ix
Hundred: 1In the next, One Thoufand,
8ix Hundred, Sixty Two: In that which fol-
lowed ; Twelve Hundred, Forty Four ; which
Week ended on the 24th of Oéfober:

o which
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60 CONSIDERATIONS

which Spacc of ‘Time  gxceeds one
Month, but a few Days.. Whereas the
Progrefs of the Increafe, from about the
fame Number (which we meet with in
the Week from the 11th to- the 18th of
July) to the Higheft, took up, at leaft;
Two Months. In the Three following
Weeks, from the 24th of Ocfeber to the
14th of Novemnbers. there, appears, on
the Bills,. a Fluctuation in the Decreafe;
{fuch as was bcfore noticed, in the Ja-
creafe, to begin about the Middle of A-
prif, and to end in the Third Week of
May: which Hodges has not obferved;
who thus gocs on, in hig Account. .

-« Neverthelefs, the Fuel failing, the
¢ Peflilence did not (as was the com-
“ mon Rumour) thereupon ccafe; but
« (according to the Natur¢ of the Dif-
“ temper) the Bud of it was like to the
“ Beginning ; being Milder, and thereby
¢« confiftent with it felf, in Both. Nor
“ was it lefs wonderful, that as the
« Plague increafed, all other Difcafes

¢ degencrated into it; fo, the Peftilen- [

“ tial Tokens declining, it put on the
¢« Mask of of divers Maladics: Whence,
< Inflammations, Head-Aches, Quinfeys,
« Dyfenteries, Small-Pox, Meafles, flow
“ and Heltick Fevers; in all which it
“ {till predominated. “ About

on. PESTILENCES. 61

¢ About the Clofe of the Yeéar,. name-
“ly towards the Middlc of November,
“ the People, grew more healchful @ and,

¢ {o remarkable .was the Change of Af-

« fairs. that the Fear of the Citizens be-
?

#¢ ing appeafed, very Many (though there

“ were {till many Funeralscvery Day) who
“had confulted their Safety by Flight,
“ coming now to themfelves,returned bold-
“ ly intothe Gity : And, in“December they
“ flocked in as haftily,as they had before
¢ withdrawn themfelves, The Habitations

.« therefore, which erc while were filled

“with the Dcad, were now replénifhed
¢ with the Living: . The Shops, that had
¢ been thut; for the Space :of Six
“ Months, were opened with great
¢« Cheerfalnefs; and the People (again
« bufied in their Occupations and Com-
“ merce) mixed, as formerly, one witli
« another. Nay (what is almoftincredi-

“ ble) - fome - Londoners, who before -had

“ not the Courage, from afar to faluré
“.their Reclations' and Acquaintance,
“ coming from the City, were not afraid
“ (fo little Apprchenfion of Danger was
“ there on a fudden) to go into the
“very Bed-chambers, wherein many
“ had lately expired. So great at laft
“ was their Eagernefs and Confidence,
“ that very many did not fcruple to lie

“in
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62 CONSIDERATIONS

¢« in the Beds of the Deceafed, before
« chey were even cold, and purified from
« the Stench of the Difeafed; as if there
« was quite an End of the moft fatal Con-
« tagion. Marriages were cvery where
« briskly contracted: and, to repair™he:
« Lofs of this dreadful Mortality, al-
¢« moft all the Women (and even fome,
¢ who wete accounted barren) became
« pregnant: In fo much. that, within a
¢« fow Months, there were hardly any
¢ Traces remaining of fo great a” De-
« {truétion; norwithftanding the Plague
« confumed (if we may credit fome Cal-
« culations) about One Hundred Thoufand.
¢« And thus ended this Year, notorious

“ for its Slaughter.

« But, in the next Spring, fome re-

« maining Sceds of the Peftilence fprouted
« up ; which were, with no- great Diffi~
« culty, rooted out by the Forces of

¢ phyfick: ‘Till, ac length, all things re-
« turned to their wonted State; and the

« Citizens enjoyed a perfect Health.
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A TABLE, fhewing the Increafe and
Decreafe of feveral Diftempers, from
Week to Weck,inthe Plague-Year, 1665.

' bt
ERerorEmoINO000N
o'anBleSmEnocgosoH
SehoEo B SRs S S
Bﬂ"t—--g —-\nﬂo““ﬂ"e?'ﬁo‘;b
17 no_uqmm:b55 E.Boé-o
& ezBiyg ™
o = B |
- &
w
- o — (S I R P ' 22|
H\owo\oow-hoom\xsgos n\o§§-
=
S - B = ) W
-hwwOHHOHo-&UJXC{S.J;wS 1
D M [ HHWLM. ES
:‘_W H-POOHNOO-ﬁ-{A\ﬂ:JJQ*-h—Eg
o w D (] - N LY -
hOwew H O v 000 ow%ooo:»sg




S Y

§
e sRas i e

= R
] m-nh.?m-...hiwit..uﬁ TRETERL ASy AN R

B T oo e A L e A l..!..lb.(lc

122
: : Y )
, . g2 We. | gT¥e. 1:
PLAGUE — |08 |'65aa] on6sie | : S R
| cbild-bed waw 6544 7165 {5533 |4920 4327 2665 {1421 J 1031 |5
) "Chrif: 3 390 42 42| 14) 17 21 ,H: 1T e
O Conlumption 106}, 129 Ina , N m 27y 6 L8
'Z, | Convulfion P E 1341 99 103 98| . 771 59| €7
| Fever 1 .aal so2 oal ezf 6o) szl ST} 25| 27
= | Flox and Small Pox | > 2| >8] > 268 | 2oy 199| w95 824 75
M On%_:m::rnﬂ.:ﬁm 43 4 3 S| 5 © A -
) Impofthume . 3 Bl ! 35| 284 22| 14 13 12 jeme
= . ol 6 1r}p 8| 4}y 7 "0 6 1
[ Infants nb 1o 6
Purples 16| .of 18y 14| 14} 3] 8
< .p\un@ o N o o 2 I ‘0 1 . 0 , O
S mwonnnm Fever 1%~ 31 .o 2 °f . ; ©
Surfeit s71 97] 101 6s5) &3] coq '35l 28] 13
Teeth i me, HMW” | .um.w 36 24 30 290 17 14
- | 21§ 112 921 73] 37| 4! 6
Worms 2§ 15 1§ 12 3 2 mo g w_u.
m_— s - - AR
- | Fun C{Talt |
S 1 W2 W3 WtV va\_pv\aw\ﬁw.
PLAGUE —— | 43]112{168}267]4701725 1089]1843 |2010 Nwaq wwwo &qumHOu
o |Child-bed 1 241 o 74 7 1of 10| 10f 181 .16} as) 23] 28]. 40
~z.. {Chrifoms ol Sy 1of 14| 6] 10| 16y 21 i24] 22] . I5f 9] 19
m Confumption - 63| 981103} 83] 76{116 Hon_. 136 131] 130 174} 126] 145
., |Convulfion 314 381 28f 31| 26} 41} mw_. 52} 63 mw 88! 89| 93
= |Fever 43| 54| 48} 48] 78] 79| 104} 1641 194 314| 353} 348] 383
~ |Flox and Small Pox| 20l 12| '8l 23| 20} 20| 11f 16} 18 11} IO 11} 05
= | Griping inthe Gurs| 27| 23| 25} 33| 33} 33] 35| 4°| sS4 79 7 72 . 65
A |Impofthume——| 3] 4}.s| 3| 7 3| 9 6| . H- 16} 18] 8.13
& |Infants — | 12)- 9] 8] 11}.9l: 7 124--30} I5° 13 21| * 22} 17
Z.. | Purples_- 1l 1} of of.of.e of 31 3 3 of =2y -3
Q' | Quinfy — ol 2l o of of 2 1 2 i 31 m_ s =2
@) Spotted Fever 16| 11} 23} 12f 33§ 32| 6o 114 39] 174] 190} 166} 156
Surfeit —— | o] 24 18 14} 36] 34{ 47} 1°3 8ol. 85} 871 74 99
<t Teeth ———— | 25| 25} 19} 32| 69y 42] 54 67| 82 ~9of 113} 111} 133
& . (Worms ————"] 1} Il 13} 4 o) 'sI 10] o\ 11] 18 18l =20} 23}




R o o Tememe e oS T T T G B e
o Y IRLIT, ST e R LRy :

ey .

I e ok

e
LWE el

IR TY oY e

T ST SO .‘.;.,. T

|

66 CONSIDERATIONS

h

i de ki inininlokTeleloTe k.,
onEBEEslngago
o35 Yson e By
85""‘0"'\0"::3:3“ e o'
“,Te vYsR3 SHEOQ
e HE5wl9ared
e B o . -
< o8 o tz
g sl |”
Q I
y S
“n o
ot
K o mwoe nE NS
MWW 00 pw B W TORN AN

XY - oW
N OOV O0O0OhHIOHD

6F
S

vI
cSol
07763

I
23
z
14
o.
0
6
3
or
I
6

!

€ {

&

£

§
289

b

- | (3X)
W QAQWww 00 Owvi oW h

II
62

63

9
£e¢
C) 734

1) ' -
W OoOHW OOQNNOhNOO®

19
?ﬂ
.aaa : -

9

3
QIT

TI

e 0 -
BhwwwooNnmoodgyw

Iy

[

2T

| or
R34

T
o
L
Y
k)
o
5
I
[
4

5P
Kel-

<9
182
34

L

T

|

on PesTiikncrs. 67

. This Table begins with the Second
Week in Meys and is drawd our from
the Princed Bills of Mortality, heretofore
mentioned. T have labouted to make
it, not only Exaé, but Perfpicuous ; thar
the Curious may, withoar Trouble, fee at
a View the Increafe, Decreafe, and Flug-
twation of fuch Diftempers, as feem ro
hold fome Affinity  with, or to be jnflys
enced by, the Peflilence, then reigning.
For the gredter Pun@uility, T muft ob.
ferve; that, in the Second Week of Aun-~
&ift, the Bills fay; Spotted Fever and
Purples, 190: In the Firft Week of Sep-
tember;  Small-Pox, 2: Ii the Fourth

Week of Oéfober, and in the Third Week

of November ; Small-Pox, 13 inftead of
Flox and Small-Pox. Laftly; this lictle
Draught may appeat, to Perfons of Re-
Hection, to be fomewhat more, thin g
Labour of meer Curiofity. '

LET us now enquite irito the Origi

of this London Plague; on which T have
dwelled the longer, becaufe it was not
only févere, but the /af, that vifited this
Nation; aiid happenéd, likewife, with-
in the Memory of mdny, now living :
Of which, therefore, wé may poflibly
obtain a true Account. Tn Order to this,
let us firft fee what Ligh the following
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68 CoNSIDERATIONS

fhort Paffage out of Dr. Hodges gives us
in our Enquiry. ¢ Asto the Origin of
« our Peftilence ; I doubt not to affirm,
¢ ypon the Authority of undeniable Tel-
<« timonies, That it firft came into this
« Tfland by Contagion; fince it was im-
« ported from Holland by Mcans of
¢« Merchandizes brought hither, out of
« that Country, where it had made great
« Havock, in the foregoing Year. And,
“ ifany onc is defirous to traceit farther,
« and difcover the firft Rife of this Pefti-
¢ lence; T would have him know, (if
“any Credit may be given to common
“ Fame) that the Sceds of the Plague
« were brought into Holland from the
«« Turkifb Dominions, in Cotton, the fureft
« Preferver of the Peflilential Fuel:

"This indeed was, and is, the common

Fame. Buta curious Perfon (who was
a practifing Phyfician many Years before
that calamitous Time) was fully per-
fwaded, that this Plague derived its Ori-
ginal from Poland: which he alfo ufed
to affirm concerning Two preceeding Pe-
{tilences ; the one in the Reign of Fames,
the other, of Charles, the Firff. And,
his Obfervation upon the ProgrefS and
Spreading of the Diftemper (in 7665) from

Eaft to Ieft, through the Country, fcems
_. to

on PESTILENCES. 69

to confirm this Opinion. Wherefore
Dr. Hodges, when hpe {fays, The ‘Plsrguez
rejgned over whole Counties, may mean
only the Neighbouring ; where it mighe
be propagated, by the Numbers of in-
fected Verlons, who fuddenly lefe the
City; or elfe, fuch diffant Countics, as
lay Weftward from London.  And, agree-
able to this, he fays ; The Towns upon the
Thames were more feverely bandled ; fince
the Navigation,up the River, isiWeffzard.

If this Diftemper was zmported from
Holland, how comes it to pafs, that che
Ship, and the Time of its Arrival, thould
remain unknown ; both which are pre-
tended to be well known, upon the late
Infe¢tion, fuppofed to be brought into
Marfeilles 2 Again ; our Author dates the
firlt Notice of the Plague from a Family
at Weltmintter 5 from whence the Infeition
was carried into the City : Which plainly
fhews, the Beginnings of this Sicknefs to
be then unknown: And all, that he has
{aid about it, amounts (in all Appear-
ance) to no more, than Rumour and
Conjecture.

Upon comparing thefe differene Ob-
{ervations ; I can hardly doubr, but the
Forerupmers of this Diftemper were al-

F3 7 “ ready
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70 CONSIDERATIONS

ready come into the Ifland, when there
was a very great Mortality among [t the
Cattle; from a very wet Autunin, before
the beginning Infetion mentioned ac
Weftminfler. The Sursmer-Hegts (we may
naturally fuppofe) firlt raifed the noxions
Steams ; which, from that'Time, moved
onwards, according as the Current of
Air drove : And thus the Antnimn was
the mofl likely Secafon for the Peftilential

~ Vapours, fo wafied, to fall upon Us,

And, #his Autumn is faid to have been
very wet: And, cllewhere, the “Doéfor
fays; It is acknowledged by all, That
¢ the Force of Putrefation arifes from
“ the Prevalency of Humidity: whence
* Swarms of /Pormns, and other Infeds;
¢ evidently forefhewing the fpeedy Com-
“ing of a Peftilence.” |

And, immediately afcerward :  This
¢ is notorioufly manifeft in Marfhy Coun-
“tries; where, becaufe of putrid and
“ hurtful Exbalations, pernicious Difeafes

- ¢ yearly rage.”

And in the next Page: ¢ This we have
“ ratified and confirmed by frequent Ob-
“fervation, in the Weflern TraGts of /-
“ fiica, lying under the cZguator: In
““ which Parts, the Raiz is impregnated

& with fo pugrefatiive and canfticka Qua-

¢ ey,

on PesTILENCES. 41

“ lity, thar it immediately ftains not only
¢ the Cloaths, but the Skin; and burns i
“ Spors, which 1 may call pefiferous
“ Brands.  Since then, this is the State
:: Qf Tlu:ngs 5 let no Man wonder, that
“a Peftilence thould exert its Rage after
* grear Earthquakes ; whereby a poifonous
) Spirit is ufually exploded:” And like-
. wife, a Nitre (of an impure, and fome-
 times deadly Tintture) does, of its
“ own Accord, as in meeting with ari

Acid, atcempt to break forth at any
“ Paffage, thatis offered ; ‘and frequently
“leaves behind it (whatever Way it e-
““fcapes) the Traces of its Malignity
:: Infgmuch that, the liccle fubterraneors
) Animals, as Mice, Mqles, Serpents, Rab-
‘ vets, Toxes, &c. having Prefentiments
“ of the future Evil, forfake their Holes
:: and Ca}V.e'ms, a.nd come’ up into the o-
. pen Air; warily withdrawing them-
: felves from Danger ; and, confequeritly,
prefaging an  immediate  Peftilence -
“ Hence the fudden Dying of Fj/% ;3 hence
“ likewife Birds, upon the Approaches of

“ a Peflilence, confult cheir Safety, by a
““ timely Flight” y> by

¥ g Frviday,
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Friday, March ro. Numb. CCCX.

ing the Plagne, in 1665, pafling
¥ through FEngland, by a Progreis
from Eaff to IVeft; T find concurring Re-
marks in Hodges (who, neverthelefs, is
often inconfiftent in his Reafonings) to
confirm us in the Opinion, that this
Sicknefs came Originally from Poland ;
fince that Country is well known to be
very fubjet to the Scurvy.

BE STDE the Obfervation concern-

« Morcover (fays He) the prone and
¢ jnrimace Union of the Peflilence with
« the Scurvy, and with other Diftempers
« procreated by a faline Mineral, declares
¢ jts Kindred. And, that They are be-
« gorren together, as Twins, cvidently
¢ appears, as well from the mutual Con-
“ federacy, as from the like, and as it
« werc connate, Propagation of the Con-
“ tagion ; although the Peftilence predo-
¢ minated over other Diftempers.

) - And,

on PESTILENCES. 73

And, in another Place :

«The Friendfhip between the Peffi-
< Jence and the Scurvy is not flight and
¢ precarious, but firm and perpetual ;
« whofe more intimate Coalefcency (as of
« fiyorn Fellow-Soldiers) fhews they are
¢« hoth undoubtedly of fafine Race. For,
« whether we recollect the foremention-
<« cd Tranfplantation s namely, thac the
« peftilent Lmpurity was tranfported from
¢« the Turkifp Dominions into Holland,
« where thefc confederate Affections
“began: Or, whether any onc obferves,
« how Epidemick the Scorbutick Ailment
« was, long before, amongft uss it will
¢ not feem in the leaft firange to him,
« that both thefe Difeafes fhould be ZDo-
< seftick, and rage far and wide, as if
¢ they entered into a Confpiracy againft
« Mankind, Wherefore, from their pro-
« penfec Coalition, it is fufficiently obvi-
“ ous, of what Difpofition they are:
¢ Such as is the united Hear of Flames
<« mixing together ; fuch, if not more
« yehement, is the Teching in faline Par-
« ticles of an exalt Fellowfbip and Con-

 formity.
« Of Salts though there be different
« Kinds, and the Diftinction very great;

« yet, whenever They meet, they arc im-
- ¢ mediately
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74 GONSIDERATIONS
“ mediately foldered by fo clofe a Con-

“junction, and fo mutually blend, thae
* no Art is, afterwards, able to feparare
“ them: For which Reafon, thefe Diftem-
:: pers maintained {o obftinate an Alli-

ance, that the late Plagne was, every
“where, called the Outlandifh Seurvy’s
¢ whofe Beginnings gathered Strength to
“make a very {wift Progrefs, from the
“new Acccflion of a Fumiliar, and kin.
“ dred Fuel, alrcady prepared.

Then, to make out this Serict Affinity ;
he thus gocs on: | :

“ As to the Peftilential Spots ; the Scarf:
“ Skin, in fome of the Difeafed, was {)
“full of Spors, that fearce any Part of

:: E}E,-ffdy could be found free from

. “If the Appearances and the Condi-
_ tions of the Spors, in either Diftemnper,
) be confidered; I do not well know
““ what Difference to obferve in them :
:: For, as ro their Size and Figure, the
) Peftilential Spots came out, now broad,
) now fmaller; even as in the fimple
“Senrvy:  As to the Duration, it was

:: mfual for f_T'befé and for Thofe fud-
= d?llly to dlfaPPeﬂf; and to come out
“Cagain 3

o AR RS

[,
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¢ again ; and fometimes to abide fixed,
* above Two or Three Days: Moreover;
“the Scorbutick Spots were taken for
“ deadly peftilential Tokens, by fome ig-
“ norant Women, and certain Sciolifts. As
““to the Colonr, the minute peflilential
““ Liruptions, juft as in rthe Scurvy, were
“ found to be Florid 5 exactly refembling
“ frefh Flea-Bites : Sometimes to be ‘Dark, .
“and inclining to Livid; in a certain
“ Boy, ‘Purplesfp; whofe Body feemed
“ painted, as it were, all over with /70-
¢ Jer Flowers: And, in fome Perfons
¢ Black ; which are to be very warily
f diftinguilhed from Blafts.

‘Then, mentioning fome other concur-
ring Symproms in Favour of zhis Doc-
trine; he concludes his Obfervations
with this fhort Paragraph. '

“ The Peftilence, torepay the like Fa-
¢ your of Union and Friendfhip to the
« Scurvy, hath imprinted ber Likenefs on
¢ very many of the Sick, who before
“ were wholly free from the Scwrvy :
“ Nor truly, is it any Wonder, after fo
““ great a Conturbation and Degeneracy
“ of the Blood and other Fuices, and af-
¢ ter the Exhalation, or Suffocation of the
“ moft fubril Particles and of the bp‘z‘rilz‘s;

W01 futor2e Larpieecs alle: O e
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76  CONSIDERATIONS

¢ that a Scordutick Difpofition fhould be
¢ introduced ; hardly to be removed by
““ any, though the moft generous, Aled:-
“ cines. -

THUS, to fupport the common Fame
of this Peftilence coming from Turkey in-
to Holland ; and to make his Hypothefis
of the Peflilential Taint, procceding
from Salt, credible ; the Doctor is oblig-
ed to ftrike an indifloluble League (du-
ring its Refidence among(t the Dutch)
between the Plague and Scurvy: Only
becaufe, he had, in Fa&, obferved the
Refemblance of this peculiar Peffilence to
that other Diffemper, of Northern Origi-
nal. < In Holland (fays He) where the
“ Seurvy reigns above all other Indifpo-
“ fitions, the peffilential Poifor obrained
‘¢ the Name of Scorbutick.

Now, if (differing from this Writer)
we allow this Peftilence to be of Po/ifh
Extradtion; we need make no farther
Queltion about its being fo nearly related
to the Scurvy: And, indeed, all the re-
markable Obfervations, in his Book,
will be agreeable to this Opinion of it
Origin. o

Poland

on PESTILENCES, 77

Poland (for Inftance) is fufficiently
{tored with Peftilential Magazines, and
with large Moraffes; whence thefe im-
purc Exbalations may arife. The Sou-
thern Pares of the Country are hot e-
nough, in the Summer, to raife the Seeds
of the Infection: And the Northern, which
lic ncareft us, and through which we will
fuppofc it pafled, may very rationally be
prefumed to aflociate the Sexrvy to it, if
it be neceffary; without.ever going into
Holland to gather up this additional Di-
ftemper, to its Affiftance: Though, it
be not unlikely, that this - Peftilence
did pafs through fome Parts of the
Netherlands, before it came into FLng-
land.

Let us, then, fuppofe, the /Jighteft of
thefe peffiferons Exhalations to be wafted
hither, by the Zafferly Current of Air ;
and to fall upon our Herbage and Pa-
fture, wrapped up in that Humidity,
which prevailed here, in the foremen-
tiohed Autumn. ‘This-will fully account
for the Cattle being firflt infected; by
which Means their Fleth came to be fold
cheap in the Matkets: “ Whence (as the
< Dodtor fays) came the Calamity of our
¢« Land ; as was the Opinion of moft

¢ People : Thence likewife, fome of the
“ morc
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78 CONSIDERATIONS

“ more penetrating Perfons deduced the
¢ Qrigin of the late Plaguc.

Immediately after, he gives his own
Opinion ; “ That fuch Food, though cor-
“ rupted and rotten, cxciting likewife
“ Symptoms agreeing with the Pefli-
“lence, was not fufficient to occafion
“ the Publick Slanghter ; fince That (name-
¢ ly the bad Dict) fprung from a privare
“and particular Canfé, which can not
¢ poflibly produce an Univerfal Ejffelt.

And yer, notwithftanding this Deter=
mination ; a Parcel of Goods, or an in-
fected Perfon may (in his Opinion) pro-
duce a general Mortality, by Contagion;
and prove Caufes fufliciently Univerfal ro
fpread the Peftilence thorough a large
City,and over the neighbouring Countics.

Friday, March17. Numb. CCCXIL

Fter this Paper, I fhall have very
little Occafion to make ufe of
Dr. Hodges, to explain what I

have farther tq deliver concerning Pefli-
| | ¢ Jences
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lences in General, and the lalt London
Plagne in VParticular. To proceed, then,
with obfccving upon his Notions : He
goces on to reafon thus.

““ Hence, it is manifeft, That a vicious
“ Mecthod of Dier can no more breed a
« Peftilence, than a good and commend-
“ able one can rame and extinguifh it :
“ Wherefore (without being more par-
“ ticular) T am of Opinion, thata Glue-
“ tony of Things bard of Digeftion, and
“ full of bad Fuices, and an extraord;.
“ mary Corruption, fpringing from Them ;
“may perhaps caufe Pefilent Fevers,
“ and Endemial Difeafes; bur, by no
“ means, a Peflilentral Mortality.

Here, He fuppofes (as did very many
others) cither that the Carttle were not
infected with a Peflilential Taint; or elfe,
that the Fleth of Cartle, fo rainted, could |
not infe¢t Men, who eat of it. And
therefore he proceeds : | |

) “ Hitherto, a Sufpicion has prevailed,
: that che Peft of Cartle is transferra-
‘ ble to Mankind. Now ro difeufs the
“ Difficulry on this Point; that the
:‘ Peft of Cattle, flowing from a Com-
“won (namcly, a comtaminated Nitro-
“ aerial)
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CONSIDER ATIONS

aerial) Source, not dificring from that
of Men in Kind, but in Degree, may
be tranfinitted to Aertals 5 is not a
Queftion : Sincc the more impotent
and mildet Paponr ufually blafts the
tender Herbage 3 while the more pow-
erful Poifon infe@s and deftroys firmer
Bodics. Moreover, becaufe of the Pores
of the Skin, unlike to thofc in Brates,
and a Varicty in Conffitutions, as well
as the Vigour of our Spirits ; T cannot
be induced to belicve, that the Peft of

Cattle from a private Canfe ({cattering -

Contagion, though never fo much) can
obtain a Power of infeéting Us.

«« The following Hiftories are not of the
leaft Weight with Me: As, that, with-
in the Space of a few Yecars, a great
Mortality among the Horfes raging c-
very where ; a certain Farrier, in order
to difcover the Caufe of fo prevailing
an Evil, undertook the Diffection of a
Carkafs : Whereupon, Spots being found
{cattered, here and there, through the
Lungs, and other Entrails ; the Mafter
and all his Houfehold foon dicd of the
fame Peft; which, in the mean time,
fpread not without the Houfe, nor was
of a longer Date than the Family.

Morcover, that (in the /laze ‘P/ﬂ(gz‘w)
a
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a certain Citizen, (having finifhed his
Bufinefs in London, to feck a fafe Re-
tecar in the Country,) perceived his
Horle languifhing on -a fudden, and
rcady to fail under him: Opening,
therefore, his Jaws, that he might more
diligently examine his Mouth and
Tongue, and fearch out the Caufe of
fo unexpected a Sicknefs; thé poor
Mad unwarily drew in the moft fatid
Breath of the Horfe: Whereupon, im-
mediately he beganto ficken ; and died
within Two Days.

¢ But, thefe and the like Inftances
fcem to prove nothing more, thanthat
malignant Exbalations or Vapours, by
ftirring up the Sediment of the Hu-
monrs, may provoke irregular and pu-
trefactive Fermentations ; by which the
Fuices and the Liguors may be cor-
rupted, according to the Force and
Prevalency of the Cacochyrny, the Va-
riety of the Poifon, and the different
Sorts of the Putrefcency. Bue, the
forcmentioned Tranfplantation of the

Peft is not to be granted, unlefs there

be an abundant Predifpofition of the
Humours ; {ince the Canfe thereof is
not Gereral.
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8o  CONSIDER ATIONS

Here, one Notion is intimared ; that
a DPeftilence cannot be tranfplanted from
other Animals to Men: And yct, in our
Author’s Opinion, it may be conveyed by
any Animals; otherwifc, what can be the
Mecaning of this fhort Paragraph ; « That

« ]l Occafion of propagating the Peff

¢
€

L o]

might be cut off; the Magiltrates did
not unadvifedly command, ‘Degs, Cats,

[ )

“ and likewife ‘Pigeons, to be killed :

¢ Teaft, perchance, thefc Animals wan-
« dering here and there, in all Placcs,
and Birds flying about on all Sidcs,
fhould carry with them the peflilential
Seed, and become Conveyers of the
& Contagion.

.

4

™

¢

Lol

4

™

AS to Endemial, Epidemical, and Pe-
flilential Difeafcs; that we may know
the Diftinction between them, I fhall
tranflate fome Paffages from Galen: Who
was himfelf a Greek Phyfician, and a
great Admirer of Hippocrates, rather than
‘an Imitator of him, in his Pra&ice: And
who certainly knew the Aeceptation, in
which the Phyficians reccived the Terms,
‘delivered by their Maffer.

We ave to remember (fays Galen) that
fome Diftempers [eize on many in common
which indeed, are called COMMO N.
' And

on PESTILENCES. 83

And immediacely, he fubjoins: Of #ke
Common fome are Endemial, “others Epi-
demical » And, of the Later, the moft Grie-
vous (which, a little before, he terms
the moft Malignant) are called Peltilen-
tial. o

 Thus, in another Place, he explains
Hippocrates 5 who (fays He ) teaches,
that there are many Difeafes, which hap-

pen at one Time 5 thefe, when they prove

Deftructive, they name the Peftilence :
But, when Milder 5 they give them ano=
ther Denomination, calling them Epide-
mical. . 8o that, anEpidemical ‘Diffeinper
is that, which is rife, a certain Time, in
any Country s and a Peltilence s Epide-
mick and Deltradtive. - Likewife there is
another Kind of Difeafes, Common to
many, which are proper to a Region s and
they are termed Endemial.  And 2o all
the(e are oppofed the Scgregate [or pecu-

liar] Diftewmpers, that varioufly affect the

Sick, and are not conflituted after one
Common Manuer.

AND now, to go onwith my madnner
of endcavouring to account for our /aff
Plagne : After the Cattle were infected
(let us fuppofe) with the {lighter Va-

pours, which came firft, and fell upon
' G2 the

P TRTRRE I R TI ol - 1ay "
R B AR T AN G




—

S TN - o S

84 CONSIDERA TIONS

the Pafturage ; the Infetion, by Degrecs,
grew ftronger, from a freflh Supply of
malignant Vapours, imported with the
Eafterly Run of Weather: DBy which ad-
ditional Forces, it gathered Strength to
invade Mankind; though it was very
much checked by the fharp and lafting
Froft, as likewifc by the Northerly Air,
which muft diverc the Courfe of the
floating Exhalations from Us. So that,
during the Froft, fuch a Quantity of the
Infe¢tion only, as was before received,
could excrt its Malignity ; and that, not
in full Vigour, becaufe of the Cold Sca-
fon. -

But then; as foon as the Weather be-
came open, and the Eafterly Gales, in
April and Alay, wafted over new Stores
(more or lefs) of thelc noxious Vapours;
accordingly the Peftilential Efforts ap-
pearcd, in the famge Proportion, flronger
or weaker upon Mankind: Which ac-
counts for the Fluftuation in the Difeale,
obfcrved in thofc Months.

The Sunimer now advancing, the hot-
ter Months were more favourable to, and
even improved, the Virulency of thefe
Exhalations; and mighe confequently
render them more propagable by Conta-

g1 ;

b
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grow s not diminifhing, ac lealt, any of
their Force upon Human Bodies,

After this manner the Sicknefs pro-
ceeded, and reigned, and encreafed in
Steength, till September : When the heavy
Rains (which cxtinguithed the Coal-Fires
in the Streets) forcing downward at once
the Malignity, lodged in the Air, occa-
fioned the terrible Slaughter, that enfued
among the People: For, it is not (me--
thinks) fo reafonable to imagine, the
Smoak of thofe Fires fhould produce
that fatal Effeét ; but rather, the preci-
pitated Load of Infe@ious Vapours.
Thus, when thefe were fpent, and rhe
Air in a freat Meafure, if not wholly,
difcharged of the Poifon; the Plague
(like other Epidemick Diffempers) ceated
Gradually : AnditsVirulency was fo appa-
rencly diminithed in the Way of Contagi-
on 5 ¢ That (fays Hodges) People were not
“ in the leaft afraid to enter the Lodg-
“ ing-Rooms, wherein many had newly
“ died: Nay, fo little Diftruft had they,
““ that very many would go even into
Beds, yer warm with the impure
Steams of the Deceafed 5 as if there
was wholly an End of the moft faral
Contagion,
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Al ]! And, indecd, it appears by the clear- e
a'g: eft Accou‘ntsl, tralllfnmtg:d ttq ll:s,isolt; CEE; | Ay
Tkt ftilences ; that their Duratio . Srida : e
RleTEIl more laﬂing than the peftiferous Confli- Friday, March 31. Numb. CCCXVI. e
‘ |'f'l 1 tution of Air: Unlefs, when fome lurk- — SRET
Ll ing Sceds of Infection remain, un_dc— ! | a N
L ii* firoyed by Fire, or other Means, alike O carry on my Difcourfe, which. el
s vl(;j-?ﬁ | cfle@tual;” in which Cafe, it has conti- was interrupted laft Week :. ol
o nued many Years: Though, not in that There were, in the Time of our
fii i violent Degree, as in the Height of the laft Peftilence, Some (fays Doctor o
i malignant Scafon. “ Hodges) who arrived to fuch a Degree Lt
’ H!,iji i , “of Confidence, that (blinded with
S Thus, Dr. Sydenbam obferves of out ,  “broad Day-light) they dared, inftead EE
" I ‘!” Ioft Peftilence 5 That, notwithftanding it “ of Arguments, to produce their Con- Ak
R vanifhed at the Approach of the follow - ¢ jeCtures, againft the Contagionfuefs of L
i ing Spring 3 yctaFefuer remained (though “the Peft; whereas, in my Judgment, J
D not fo FEpidemical) through Fhe whole “ the Jate Plagne owed its Rife and Bro- S
i fucceeding Year, and even till the Be- “ pagation to a Foreign Contagion. | e H
b ! ginning of the Year Szxt.t?m Hiundred,
Sixty Seven; which was juft after the | ‘Thefe might be Perfons, who had ta-
IR Burning of the Ciry. ken up an Hypothefis, different from what |
i [ this Phyfician efpoufed. Thus Mr.
L Hence it is, that our Former Plagues GRAUNT, in his Obféervations on the
I have lafted feveral Ycars:As,t_:thlague, Bills of Mortality, during the Plague of
IR beginningiu1603,c0ntinucd Light Years: the Year Sixteen Hundred Thirty Six,
B And That in 1636 Twelve Years: In fays; “ That the Conzagion of the Plague
RS Eight of which (taking the Years one ¢“ depends more upon the Difpofition of TR/
oeg wich another) there died, of the Plﬂguea “the Air, than upon the Eflnvia from
ig_[i', L Tewo Thoufand, and never lefs than Eight “ the Bodies of Men. Which alfo, we U
N Hundred: As appears by the Mortality- “ prove by thefudden Fumps, which the “[ :
L Bills of thofe Years, . | G4 ¢ Plague Gl
R | Fridgyy )
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28  CoONSIDER ATIONS -

“ Plague hath made; leaping in one
“ Wcek from 118 to 9273 and back a-
“ gain, from 993 vo 2 8; and, from
“ thence again, the very nexe Week, to
852, The whicn Eiledts muft, furely,
‘ be rather atoributed vo Change of the
“ Air, than of the Conflitution of Men’s
“Bodics; otherwife, than as This de-
¢ pends on That,

Aud, indced, T had made the fame
Remark upon the Fluétnation, mentioned
by Hedves, in the laft ‘Plagne; though I
did noc then know, that the Bills thewed,
the like Variation in any of our Former
Peftilences.  And, why may not the
sioderate Breezes, with which (the Doc-
sor {ays) that Smwmmer was refrefhed, be
fufpected of wafting over larger Quanti-
ties of the Peflilential Exhalations; and
be, likewifc, fuppofed to be Eafferly
Winds, which (to the Feeling) rempered
the Heats of the Seafon? But, that I
might crace the Progrefs of this Peft:-
lence, T have enquired into the Bills of
Mottality at Amflerdam ; in which Cicy
the Sicknefs is faid to have reigned Tawo
Tears, before it came hither. And I find,
that the Numbcr of Perfons, who died
There of the Plaguc, in the firft of thofg
Ycars, MDCLXIII, werc 9752: "And

: in

ow PESTILENCES. 89

in MDCLXIV, (the Year immediately
preceding our Affliction) there died
24148 : Which is owe Third of the Num-
ber deftroyed Here, by the Peftilence, in
Sixteen Hundred Sixty Five. -

It is, farther, to be obferved; that in

the firft Week of Seprember, MDCLX1V,

there dicd in Amflerdam, ¥o41; and that
in Eighteen Weeks before, the Burials in-
creafed, There, from 331 to the faid
Number 1041 ; and, in Twelve Weeks af-
ter, decreafed to 330: And, in February
following, there died every Weck, but
118; the ordinary Number of Weekly
Burials, in that City, being (fo long a-
g0) about One Hundred: Which is about
one Third of the Deaths, ufually hap-
pening (at that Time), in London, when
the Peftilence did not reign.. Hence (as
well as from what was before noticed
concerning a Third of onr Number dying
of the Plague in Amflerdam) it may, not
unreafonably, beconcluded; that London
was, in thofe Times, near Thrice as Po-
pulous as Amfferdam ; and that the Efforts
of the Peftilence were, in both Cities,
not very unequal. |

In the fame Manner, likewife, as the

1. ' .
Sicknefs went from Us, it feems to have
““ pafled,
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90  CoNSIDER ATIONS

paffed into France: Since, we find the
Contagion fpreading through feveral
Parts of that Kingdom, in the Years
(next fucceeding) Sixteen Hundred Sixty
Six, Seven, Light, and Nine.

LET us, now, cnquire a litcle into
the Peflilences, which were before this
Time, regiftred inour Bills of Mortality ;
beginning with that which happened in
Sixteen tdundred and Three, the firft Year
of the Reign of King Fames the Firft :

Since the /i%eckly Bills have been duely
continucd from the Twenty Ninmth of

“December, in that Year.

-~ Now, the Sicknefs, in that Year, grew
to its Height in the Sccond Week of
Sertenber : When there died, of all Di-
feafes, 3129, And from March o De-
cember (the fame Year) were buried —

— 37294-
Whereof, of the Plague —— 30561.
Total of the Funerals in that whole

Year, —  38244.

So that, thofe who died of the Pliygwe,
were (that Year) in Proportion to thofe,
who died, of other Diffempers, as 30 to
37, about Faur to Five.

With-

on PESTILENCES. QI
Within the fame Space of Time, in
Sixteen Hundred Twenty Five (the next:
Plagne-Tear) were buried — 51753
Whereof, of the Plague — — 35417:

In theYcar Sixteen Hundred Thirty Six,
from April to December, were buried —

) —— 23359
Whercof, of the Plague =— 10400

There were Weekly Bills, indeed, be-
fore, for the Years Fifteen Hundred
Ninety Two, (which wasa Ycar of great
Mortality) Thice, and Four: Buc thefe:
Regifters have been fo interrupted fince,
that they cannot be relied on.  Where-
fore, it is probable, the Plague, at that
Time, was the firft Occafion of keeping
fuch Accounts; which, after fome Difufe,
were refumed in the Year Sixteen Hun-
dred and Three , upon the great Sicknefs
then reigning: And, by thefe Regifters,
the Years MDCIIL, and MDCLXYV, ap-
peat to have been the higheft Plague-Tears,

Tn the Year Sixteen Hundred Twenty
Five, cvery Parifh was particularized in
the Bills: ¢ So that (as Mr. Graunt ob-
“ ferves) this next Year of Plague gaufed
« the Augmentation, and Correction of

¢ the Bills 3 as the Former Plague_-\f’(e:iyz
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92 CONSIDERATIONS

“ did the very Being of Them. In the
“ Year Sixteen fundred Twwenty Six, an
“ Account of the Difeafes and Cafitalties,
“ whereof Any dicd, -together with the
“ Diftinction of Males and Females, was
“ added to the Bills.  In the Year Sixteen
““ Hundred Thirty Six, the Accounts of
¢ the Burials and Chriftenings, in the Pa-
“rilhes of Iflington, Lawmbeth, Stepney,
“ Newington, Hackney, and Redriff, were
“added.  Covent-Garden, being made a
‘ Parifth, was added: Aund, in the Year
 Sixteen Hundred and Sixty, the Bills
““ werc regulated after the Manner, they
“now appear. And, although the Gene-
“ral Yearly Bills have been fet out, in
“ the feveral Varicties afore-mentioned ;
“yet the Original Entrics, in the Half
“ Books, were as exad, in the very Firlt
“Year, asto all Particulars, as now :
“and the fpecifying of Cafualties and
¢ Difeafes, was probably niorc.

Having extracted thefe Obfervations,
to thew the Defign, Extent, and Autho-
rity of hefe Bills, to which I have had
Recourfe; T return ro compleat my Ac-
~count of the Peftilence in the Year Fif:
teen Hundred, Ninety Two : wherein,
from March to December, died — 25886

Whercof, of the Plague, —— 11503

Graunt

on PESTILENCES, 093

~ Graunt has added the Year Fifteen

Hundred Ninety Three :  whercin died

T T 17844

Whereof, of the Plague, — 10662

Which is not tranimitted in the Aecount
fent to me from the Ha/l.,

Graunt proceeds : “ In the Year Six-
“ teen Hundred Twenty Five, there are
“faid to have died of the Plague, 35417
“ And of -all other Difeafes -~ 188483
“ Whereas in the Years, both before and
“ after the fame, the ordinary Number of
““ Burials was between Seven and Eight
“ Thoufand: So that, if we add about
“ 11000 (the Difterence between 7 and
“ 18) to the 35000 ; the Whole will be
“ 46000; - which bears to the Whole
“ 54000, as about 4 to §; and renders
“the Year Sixteen Hundred Twenty Five
“ to be as great a Plague-Year, as That
“ of Sixteen Hundred and Thiee ; and no
“ Greater: So that; the Mortality of
 the Two Years was Equal.

From hence this Author fufpects, That
about Owne fourth Part, more than are re-
turned as fuch by the Parifhes, dicd of
the Plague: which he proves, by noting ;
“ That,intheYear Sinteen Hundred Thirty
“ Six, there died, of the Plague,104o?;
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<t q Fourth Part of which, is 2600. Now,
« there arc faid, to have died of all other
« Diftempers, that Year, 129595 out
t of which, deduéing 2600, there rc-
“ mains 10359 Morc than which, there
« Jicd not in feveral Years, next before,
« and after, the faid Plaguc.

. The Plague of Sixteen Hundred and
Three lafted Eight Years: In fome of
which, there died above 4000; 1n others
above 2000 ; and, in but One, fewer
‘than 60o: Whereas, in the Year Szx-
teen Hundred Twenty Four, next preced
ing, and in Sixteen Hundred Tawenty Six,
next following, the great Plague-Year
MDCXXYV, there died, in the Former,

on PESTILENCES. 08

Three: For, in Sixteen Huidred Twenty
Two, there died but 800075 in Sixteci

Hundred Twenty Three, 110003 in the

next Year, about 12000 ;till in Sixteen
Hundred Twenty Five, there died, of all

- Difeafes, above Fifty Four Thoufand.

And again, we may obferve, that the
Diftempers, which (befide the Plague)
made Years wunbealthfil, in this Ciry,
were Spotted- Fevers, Small Pox, and
Dyfentery; and chat the Autumn was thie
moft unhealthful Seafon. |

Having, before, fet down the Num-
bers of Perfons who died of the Plague

. at Amflerdam,in the Two Years, preced-
ing our lat Peftilence; I fhall ro them

but Eleven; and, in the Later, bur134, fubjoin the other Plague-Years, with the

peiete e
JA - LA e s
- i P R A T st
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A of the Plague. Burials, which remain upon their Bills. ¢
up : Thus then, ‘there died (in that City) of &
P - the Plague, in the Year L
[ — MDCX;(TI, ——e 4157, 3
i , . : MDCXXIIT, s 29. i
i Friday, April7. Numb. CCCXVIIL MDOXXITV, —— Ii ?/ 9?

MDCXXV, e 6781x.

: , a MDCXXV],  ———= 4425,

W T will not be foreign to obferve far- MDCXXVI1I, — 3976.

E ther on the Weekly Bills; that other MDCXXVII, = 4497.
peftilential Difeafes, fuch as “Purple- MDCLYV, e 16727,

Fevers,Small-"Pox, &c. have (many Times) |

forerun the Plazne, a Ycar, Two, or The

Three :
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| I‘:il - The Peftilence of which latt Year did | ¢reafed, in Fifteen Wecks, from 96 to
8 A not at all reach our Ifland ; al_-though the " gl faid Number 1452; and, in Ten
- !il i preceding  and _the following ¥C"“S ' Weeks after, decreaféd vo One Hundred
Sl (MDCLIV and MDCLVT) arc both no- and Seven. Anfwerable to the Time of
Wi ted, by Mr. Graunt, to be Sickly; that is, Increafe and Decreafe beforementioned 5
li !r Yecars, wherein the Burials exceed thofe, at Amferdam in MDCLV, there dicd in
¥ ‘! | both of the precedent and fubfequent Twenty One Weeks (from Fuly to Novem-
f‘ .%ﬁ Years; and whercin not above Two ber) 13287 5 the greateft Week ending on
i Hundred died_of the Plague : For, fuch the Twenty-Fifch of September; when
| were called Plague-Tears. But (as this there died Fight Hundred Ninety Six. In
Author farther obferves) we may not the fame Yeéidr there died at Harlem, in

call that a mwre Sickly Year, wherein
more die s becaufe, fuch Excefs of Burials
may proceed, only from Tncreafc and

Accefs of People to the City.

But, to negle@ no Advantage which
may -poflibly affilt the Curious in dif-
covering thefe dark and fatal Operations
of Naturc; I fhall here tranfcribe what
appears farther by other Accounts. Ae-
cordingly, 1 find, that in the Plague-
Year MDCXXYV, there died in Leyden
9597: And in MDCXXXV (the Year
preceding our great Plague-Year) in the
fame City, from the Fourtcenth of Fuly
to the Twenty Nineth of December, died
14381; where the greatelt Peek of
Mortality (being the later End of Oc-
tober) amounted to One Thoufand, Iour
Hundred, Fifty Two. This Plague in-

- creafed,

the Months of Augnft, Seprember, Octa-
ber and Noveinber, §723.

Now, this Peftilence (which came in?
to Holland in MDCLV) feems to have
been of Polifh Extraction : Since it may
be traced afeer this Mantier. In MDCLIII,
there died, in Cracow 17000 Chriftians,
and 20,000 Fews: Inthe fame Year,there
died in Dantzick, in the lalt Week of
September, 6403 aud, in_ Comingsburgh,
490. In MDCLIV, there died, in Copen-
haguen, during feveral Weeks, 700 a
Week. In MDCLYV, died at dmfferdant
and Leyden, as above-mientioned ; and
‘at Deventer, 70, 80, and goina Day;
and at Leewwarden, 56 a Day.

Whether, This Peftilerice pafled South-

ward into Jraly, as Qurs afterwards
H feemed
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98 CONSIDERATIONS

feemed to appear in France; or whether
the Peflilence, which vifited Naples in
the Year MDCLVI (which fucceeded
the great Plaguc-Year in Holland) came
from Turkey ; muft remain a Queflion:
although, That fwepr the Pcople away,
indeed, morc like the Twrkifh or Syrian
Peflilence: fince there died, at the later
End of Aay, 1300, or 1400, a Day; and,
on the Sixth of Yune, theré were 80000
Sick : So that the Sound were not able
to help the Difeafed, or to bury the
Dead. - And, prefently after, sooo died,
in Three Days: And, in Augaf?, it be-
gan to ceafe; afier it had defiroyed Three
Hundred Thoufand Perfons, .

That Peftilence came into feveral other
Towns of Italy: For (fays Graunt) the
Town of Scale was quite difpeopled ;

and, at Minary, there eleaped but Tewenty
Two: |

- At Rowme there dicd, the fame Year,
about One Hundred a Day, for a great
while together, In MDCLVII, chere
died at Gemoa, in Midfiimmer-Week,
1200 : Afterwards, there died 1600 a
Day ; infomuch that, in the Beginning
of Auguft, they burned the Dead, for
want of Hands to bury them : Which

great

on: PESTILENCES. 99

great Mortality decreafed to I7ve or Six
a Day, bcfore September was.out. - The
Total Sum of all, that died, was about
Seventy Thoufand. o

. AND now, by the feveral Tranfcripts,
I have made from our Bills of Mortality,
the Exactnefs.of that Obfervation (men-
tioned in a * Former Paper, from Authors
well verfed in Englifh Hiftory) appears ;
namely, that we have been vifited, By
the Peftilence, Four Times within the Jafk.
Century, at Intervals of Time, lefs than
Forty Years, between cach Mortality.
Wherefore, fince this Obfervation iscrue
in Faét, and confequently in the Reafon
of Things ; we are not to give Credit to
thofe Perfons; who affirm it to be a mere
Fancy, without Foundation cither in Rea«
{fon or Experience. To what good Pur-
pofe the patronizing of this Miftake may
{erve, I know not: Bur, certainly it can
never deliver the People from Subjection
to vain Fears, boldly to aflest an Opi-
nion, -which (upon Examination ) they .
will find contradicted by the moft Au-
thentick Proofs.

)
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HAVING, in * February, publithed
an Extract of fome Weekly Bills 3 1 fhall
licre continue them, by inferting AN
ACCOMPT (fent me from the Pa-
yifh-Clerks Hall) of the Number of Per-
fons, who died of the Plague Weekly 5
from the 19th of Deccember 1665, 2o the
Time when the [atd Diftemper entirely
ceafed,

"Anno From 19 Dec. to 26 Dit, — 152
1665 26 Dit.to 2 fan, — 70
2 Jan.to 9 dit. -~ . 89
g dit.to 16 dit. — 158
16 dit.to 23 dit. 79
2.3 dit. to 30 dit,
30dit.t0 6 Feb.
6 Feb.to 13 dit.
13 dit. to 2.0 dit.
20 dit.to 27 dit.
! 27 dit.to 6 March
6 March to 13 dit.
20 dit. to 27 dit.
1666 27 dit. to 3 April
3 April to 10 dit.
104t to 17 dif.

17 dit to 24 dif.  —— 24

* No, CCC:

——

2

13 dit. 10 20 dit.  =—== 33

T sy W
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24 dit. to 1 May
x May to 8 dit.
8 dit.to 15 dit.

- 15 dit.to 22 dit.
2.2 dif.to'29 dit.
2.9 dit.to § June

§ Fume to 12 dit.
12 dit. to 19 dit.
19 dst. 1o 2.6 dit.

26dit to 3 Fuly

3 Fuly to 10 dit.
10 dit. to 17 dit.
17 dit. to 2.4 dit.
2.4 dif. to 31 dit.

31 dit.to 7 Auguf?

40
53
58
3I
20
27
3T
23
33
35

33

lllll]ﬂ'il

5E

—— 48
— 38

7 Augnft to 14 dit. — 43

14 dit. to 2% dit.
2.1 dit. to 2.8 dit.

Sr—— z

Then follows a Bill for Three
Weeks, occafioned, as I {uppole,
by the Fire of London, viz.

From 28 Aug, to 18 Septem.
wherein died of the

Plague —_—
18 Sept. to 2§ dit.
2.5 dit. 1o 2 Octob.
2. O&tob. to 9 dit,
9 dit. to 16 dit.
16 dit. to 23 dit.
23 dit, to 30 dit.
O

~ 16
30

%104'
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30 dit.to 6 Nov.
"~ 6 Nov.to 13 dit.
13 dit.to 20 dit.
20 dit. to 27 .dit.
27 dit. to 4 Dee.
4 Dec. to 11 dit.
11 dit.to 18 dit.
18 dit.to 25 dit.
25 dit. 1o 1 fan.
1 Fan. vo 8 dit.
8 dit. to 15 dit.
‘15 dit. to 22 dit.
| 22 dit. 1o 29 dit.
2.9 dit. to 5 I'eb.
5 dit.to 12 dit.
12 dit. to 19 dif.
The 6 following Weeks — None

—
o
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1667 From 2 April to 9 dit. — — I
-The 13 following Weeks — None
From 9 Fuly to 16 dit. —— 2

The 3 following Weeks -- None
From 6 Auguft vo.13 dit. - I
The next Week None

From 20 Augnft to 27 dit. — 1

The next Week  —— None

From 3 8¢pt to 10 dit. =— —
10dit.to 17 dit.. —— X

17 dit. to 24 dit. —— X

24 dit. o 1 Oftob. — 1

1 Qllod.to 8, dit, — 1

| The
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The 4 nexe Weeks ~—-+  None
From 5 Nov. to 12 dit. — I

The 2 next Weeks — None
From 26 Now. to 3 Dec.  — 1
The next Week - None

From 10 Dec.vo17 dit. -~ —
The 2 next Weeks — None
From 31 Dec.vo 7 Fan.
7 Fan.to 14 dit. —

14 dif. to 2.1 dit. —_

2X dit.to 28 dit. - —

28 dit. to 4 Feb. —

4 Féb, vo 11 dit. —

. 11 dit.to 18 dit..  —
The 5 following Weeks ——~~None

T T T T T o S

1668 From 24 Marchto 31— 1

The 2 following Weeks—— None
‘From 14 Aprilto 21 dit. ~— 1
ox dit.to 28 dit.- — 1

The 14 following Weeks — None
From 4 Augnff to 11 dif. — 1
| 11 dif. to 18 dit. I
The 5 following Weeks —~None
From 22 Sept. to 29 dit. —— 1
The 9 following Weeks ——None
From 1 Dec. to 8 dif. e ¥
And from that to the 28 U Norie
Sept. 1669~ ————  gNONC
From 28 Sept. to § Octod. ~— 1
The nexe Week None
From 12 Offob. to x9 dit. -~ 1
‘ H 4 19
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Tn the Year 1670 None

1 in May, 2 in Aag.

et

i

I

' " 1in Odtob. and 1%16_71
Nov.

In the Year ——— 1672

1673

1674

. Abfract of the Whole.
From 20 Dec.1664 3.
to 19 i)ecf} g 1665 68596
19 dit. to 18 dit.——1666 1998
18 dit. to 17 dit. —— 1667 — 35
17 dit. to 22 dit.——1663 = 14
22 dit.to 21 dit. ~—=1669 — 3
21 dit. to 22 dit. — 1670 None
22 dit. t0 19 dit. == 1671 . — §
19 dit. to 17 dit.——1672 —
17 dit. 10 16 dif.~——=1673 —
16 dit.t0 1§ dit. ~===1674 =~
1§ dit. to 14 dit. ~—~— 1675 —
34 dit.to 19 4if. — 1676 —
19 dit. to 18 dit. —. 1677 ~—
18 dit. to 17 dit.——1678 — 5

L b ]

by

W W Wy At |

BN 9 WL Wy

1679 — 2
‘There hath none died of the Plague fince
the Year 1679, |
&R
&% K &l

- =

The

on PESTILENCES. Iog

The Free-Thinker.

Firiday, April 14. Numb. CCCXX,

T ROM the foregoing Regifler, it ap-
"\ pears, That the Year Sixteen Hun-

: dred Sixty Six was, according. to
Graunt’s Notion (whocalls thofe Plague-
Zéars, wherein there are above 200 Bu-
rials of the Plague) remarkably a Plague-
Zear; fince the Number, in that Year,
amounted to 1998: And, in the next
Year (which was fubfequent to the Fz’re)

it fell to Thirty-Frve.

Doc&or Sydenham (who pradtifed, in
London, fome Years before and feveral
Years after MDCLXYV) has marked the

Conftitutions of thefe Years: And, in

Him, we fee That there was a great Al-
teration in the State of Epidemical Di-
ftempers, in the Beginning of the Year
Sixteen Hundred Sixty Seven ;5 infomuch
that, it fell not in his Way (through the
Courfe of hisPradtice) to vifit any, ﬁcl}

U of
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106 CONSIDERATIONS

of the Peftilence. The Reafon of this
may be ; Thar, though the Znfection might
Imek in fome of the pooreft -Houfes,
which, efcaping the Flames, were not al-
together purified ;  yet thefe obfcure

Deaths were probably fo! litcle noticed,

as not to be met with 1n any Writings, but
in this /eckly Regifter of Mortalicy.

It is farther obfervable; That thefe
Years, whercin fome Few died of the
Plague, were that .Space of Time, em-
ployed in Rebuilding the City : And, that,
from the Accomplifhment of this great

Work (in MDCLXXIX) unto this Year.

(being the full Term of Forty Tears) not

One ‘Death has been charged, inthe Bills,
upon the Plague.” And, this is the more

remarkable, if we confider ; That, before
the Renewal of the City, there are but
Three Years (viz. Sixteen Hundred Twen-
ty Nine, Thirty Three, and Thirty Five)
which are wholly free from that Article of
the Plague, in all the Succeffion of Years,
between Sixteen Hundred Three, and the
Year Sixteen Hundred Sixty Five,

- NOW, freely to deliver my Thoughts
(which I fubmit to every Candid Reader,)
on this Subjec?, which 1 have examined
~with my urmoft Diligence and Impar-
| tiality ;
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tiality 3 The principal Caufes, to which
(for fo many Years) our entire Freedom:
from Peftilential Infeions arc to be a-
fcribed,  feem, to me, to be, The Ayri-
nefs of the Town, through-the Opennefs
of our Streets and Squares.; The Abun-
dance of Water, diftributed into all
Houfes, which greatly promotes Clean-
linefs, and carties off all Filch; A Change
in the Materials of our Buildings; And
an Alteration in the Air about us.

The City ic felf, and the valt Number
of contiguous Edifices, being now builc
with Brick, (which were generally made
of Wood and Plaiftering, before the Fire)
there have been, proportionably, greac
and continnal Occafions for kindling
conftant Fires, to bake a fufficient Sup-
ply of Bricks.
Stones arc the leaft apt to harbour any
damp or clammy Particles, which may
float in our moift Air, and adhere obfli-
nately to Materials, morc difpofed to
retain them. Then, befide the peculiar
“Drynefs of Brick-Walls, our Rooms are
Wainfcoated, and painted over in Oil ;
and our Floors laid with Fir-Planks, the
moft Refinous of all Woods. o

Thus

And, thefe Artificial

i'r iy
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108 CONSIDERATIONS.

Thus, we have at once a great Change
in our Dwellings, for the better ; and like-
wife, a Confiderable Alreration in the
Air, by the immenfe Quaitities of Fuel,
confumed to anfwer the Demands of Buil-
ders; whohavg found their Bufinefs grow
prodigioufly, for thefe laff Thirty 1ears.
‘The dry Odours, plentifully diffufed from
the Brick- Kilns, on all Sides of the Town,
however offenfive they may be to the
Smelling ; yet, are they not prejudicial to
the Health of the People. Nor, were they,
probably, without an immediate Effect
upon the lurking Seeds of the Contagion ¢
Since, the Number buried of the Iaft
Plague decreafed, from 1998 (which was
the Sum of the Year MDCLXV]I, in the
End whereof the Conflagration happened)
to 35 3 which was the Total of the Year
MDCLXVII; whenthefe Fires were firft
kindled round the almoft wafte Ares of
the City. Thus, from 35 there was a
farther Decreafe to 14, in MDCLXVIII;
and in Sixty Nine, to 3: And, the Year
Sewenty was wholly frce : Which were the
principal Years, wherein the City was
run up anew. And afterwards, till the
utter Extinction of the fmothering In-
fection in Seventy Nine, the higheft Num-
ber of Perfons dying (in One Year) of
the Plague, never excecded Five.

| AND

on PESTILENCES, 109

- AND here, the foregoing Paragraph
makes me (as it may my Readers) re-

collect ; That the Eaffern Nations took:

a patticular Care to keep Fires perpe-
tually burning, in openPlaces, near their
Cities ; whither all noifome Things were
carried, to be confumed. Such a Place
was the Valley, near Yerufalem, called
Gebennah 3 where the Fire was never
quenched,

Now, by what has been colle@ed out
of Authors living near our Times, and
whofe Obfervations might enable us to
come at any Accounts tolerably clear, it
appears; That Holland has been infe@ed;
before Britain, in the Peftilences of the
Jaft Century ; and that, fometimes, even
though' the ‘Dutch have been vifited, the
Sicknefs has not reached this Ifland.
Again; It is probable (from what has
been obferved) that our Peftilences, in
the laft Century, came originally from
Poland, a Country more Northern than
Turkey ; and were more Scorbutical, and of
a longer Duration, than the Plagues pro-
ceeding from the fiery Syrian Exhalations.
It is, hikewife, certain, by our Bills of Mor-
tality, that the Peftilence was totally ex-
tinguithed Forty Tears ago ; and has not
been known to appear among Us, ﬁnﬁe

the
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the Ycar Sixtcen Hupdred Seventy Nine :
During which Coutrfe of Time, our Tzur--
key-Merchants have impOrtc.d_morc Bales
of Silk,.Cotton, and other like Merchan-
dizes, fufpccted moft of conveying In-
fetion, than were cver before (in all.
Probability ) brought into this Nation,

in the fame Number of Years. .

.Wher'cfbre, upon the Whole, T fee no

Reafon, why we fhould be, at prefent,
more apprehenfive of the Peflilénce from

our Trade, than we have been in many:
Years paft : Since, though it be trucy
that. there has ufoally been a Great

Plague- Tear within the Compafs of Forzy

Tears; yet, it may be likewife fuppofed;
that we were fcarce, any Year, wholly

free from the Plague formerly ; at leaft,
if the State of our Country, before the
Ufe of Weekly Bills of Mortality, were

not different, from what it has appcared-'-
to be, fince the Keeping: of thofe Regi:

fers.

BUT, to return to our prefent Secu-
rity againft Infections ; far greatcr_t_h:ul
was long ago: The frequent Repairing;:
New-walling, and Furbifhing of -the Build--
ings in and about the City, is an excel-
lent. Method of preventing all noifome

| Vapours
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Vapours from feteling and brooding. a-
mongft us. This Ncatncfs, which ex-
tends even ro the Outfides.of our Houfcs,
1s no lefs Healthful, than it is Ornamene
tal; and, at the fame time, affords con.
tinual Employment for a Multitude of la-
bouring People: All which Gleanlinefs
(which has been but lately introduced)
together with the many Fires . kindled
round us, feem to have been, hitherto,
our moft powerful Prefervatives againft
Peftilential Infections. ~ For, what Mag-
nificency foever may appear in large, old
Fabricks, raifed more for Oftentation than
Conveniency ; as to the Generality of
our Inhabitants, the Frefher their fmall
convenient Habitations are, the lefs liable
are they ro be Unwholfome.

Induftry likewife (which is Exercife, ac-
companied gencrally with Temperance) is
an excellentPrefervative, aswellas Clean-
linefs. They,Both, refrefh and fortify the
Spirits: Whereas, Idlenefs, Poverty, and
Naftinefs (ufually Companions) weaken
the Vigour of the beft Conftitutions, and
expofc a People to the Attacks of Difea-
fes of every Kind.  Thus, ‘as we fee, in
Hollend (a Country otherwife of no ad-
vantageous Situation for Healthinefs) the
moft eminent Inftances of Diligence” and
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j12 CoNSIDERATIONS

Neatnefs ; fo likewife have they conti-
nued many Years free from cither home-
bred or forcigt Peftilences.  Whereupomy
we may rcafonably think it no fmall ad-
ditional Security to the Health of This
Great and Populous City, that it is not
infefted with Swarms of Friars and Nuns
nor its new Buildings interrupted by old
Convents and Monafterses, the foul Nefts
of Drones, with which (as appears it
our ancient Surveys) the Town and thé
Suburbs were, formerly, annoycd : Fot,
had Superftition not been banifhed from
amongft fuch a Confluence of People ;
Lazinefs, Povérty, Uncleanlinefs, muft
have remained ; and we have been (in all
Appearance) condemned often to put up
frivolous Prayers to Saints, in an infec:

tious Gity. .

AND now; after what has been re:
marked concerning the Manner, whereby
4 Peftilence is communicated, as well as
how it lies finothered, and checked in its
Fury, during Scafons, that do not favour
its Propagation ; I little doubt, but the
Alcerations mentioned, in our Way of
Living, and in the Air about London, will
appear to be better Infurances (for the
future) againft Peftilential Infections,

than any Moderns have yet indicatec{ in
theit

o PESTILENCES. 113

their Writings ; whacever Skill, notwith-
{tanding, they may pretend to, above
the Antients, in the Methods of Contagi-
on. For, it is evident, That the Guards,
the Lazaretto’s, the Meditines, and all
the other Contrivances, Cares, and
Practices of the Phyficians and of the
Government, in France, have had only
the fame Effect, as the Expedicnts, We
and the Dutch ufed in the Time of our
Peftilences ; that is, (not to delude the
Publick) None at Al; or, at leaft, No
Effect, that has yet been fupported by
any undonbted Fults. - '

" 'To confirm this Obfervation, as faf
as it relates to our /aff Plagne; 1 fhall
add One Remark, out of Mr. Graunt's
Book, publithéd juft before that Sickdefs
began. ¢ In this Place, I think fit to
“ intimate (fays He) that, confidering
¢ the prefent Increafe of the City, from
“ Anno MDCXXYV to this Time, whick
«“ is from Eight to Thirteen s until the
¢ Burials exceed 8400 a Week, the Mor-
¢ tality will not exceed That -of
¢“ MDCXXV : Which God, for ever
“ ayert! And, asfar as can be certainly
known s therec was no Week during the
laft ‘Peftilence, which did exceed this
Number: Though, probably, if all, who

X were
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- Thus; litlictto the Sicknefs has not
palled over inito’ Languedock, ot the /ef-
tern Parts .of France.  Whercupon, we
may obferve the Ineflectualnefs of theic
Bartiers, as to the Stopping of its Pro-

i 114 CONSIDERATIONS
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] were buried in that prodigious Confufion.
5 (when the Plague was at the Height)

had been duly regiftred, the Number
~ would have been found not much infe-
L riour. Which, as T conccive, isa ftrong

T
ol TP N,

o I T g e VR

B LT
-
T !
e
M

o el Sk BT NI SRR,

ol o i

- N . ——————
2l
ey

been fruitlefs 3 as we have already {cen

M' 'ig additional Proof, that the Eflorts of our grefs: Since, there can be liccle Quelti-
i, Peflilences are not very uncqual; and, on, but thofe Fences have been as dili-
Sl that the Means (occafionally nied) whe- géntly guarded on that Side, where the
”H; i ther for Prevention, or Cure, have been, Peftilence has advanced up into the
it hitherto, ineffectual. Country, as on the Other, whofe Limits
gl it has not tranfgreflcd.. Whercfore, all
ZH' o - their' Care and Vigilancy, (fince they
giE ' ' could not obftrutt the Flow of the conta-

a ‘3(* Monday, April24. Numb, CCCXXIIL. gious Air, in :w!\ich the Ex!xalatio:1s are

kY wafted fromi oné Town to another) have

i

IWH E Peftilence, ftill lurking in

Provence, feems to have been.
checked, after the {famc Manner

as the laft Plague of Loidon was ; by the
Cold Seafon: Our Intelligences, likewife,
from Thence, inform us, that the People
greatly depended, for Rclicf,. on the
North Winds ; which, probably, divet-

‘ted the Courfe of the Exhalations, and

(at leaft for a Time) very. much abated
their Influence. ‘But, fince the Ceafing
of thofe Winds, we have heard of the
Infeclion fpreading, rather Eaflward, on
the Coaft, into the Harbour of Tonlon.
Thus,

fuch Methods, as were not deftructive of
thefe -malignant Sceds, have proved in.
former Peflilences.

*And here, it may be matérial in our

‘prefent Inquiry, not to omit an Obfer-

vation made by the Inhabitants, of Mar.
feilles; ‘That the Peftilence raged moft
violently, while the Gales of Wind fate
in upon their Harbour: Which Gales,
therefore, - may likely be charged wich:
iniporting the Malignity; or, however,
with bringing in the Ship, on Board of
which the Infe@ion was faid to be firlt
conveyed into the Town, This Infor-

R | mation
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mation I reccived from a Gentleman
(refiding laft Summer avt Paris) in a
Converlation, that turned upon what the
Senfe of Hippocrates, and his genuine
Followers, might be, with Regard to
Infection.

For my Part, I am inclinable to fuf-
ped, that, the Prejudices of many Men
carrying them ftrongly in Favour of an

Opinion, which allows no Infe@ion to
be conveyed merely in the Air, without:

Perfons, or Goods, whercin it may har-
bour ; many Notices, of the Kind I have
mentioned, which would tend to the
clearing up of this important Point of
Knowledge, arc either induftrioufly fip-
prefled, or negligently overlooked. I
call this an Important ‘Point ; becaufe the
whole Care of Governments, as well as
of Phyficians, fo far as it regards both the
Prevention and the Cure of this Epide-
mick Deftruclion, is founded upon’ this
Article: Confequently, if their Opinion

be not warranted by juft Obfervations,

the Health and Lives (and T might add
Wealth) of a whole Nation will be fib-

jected to a prevailing Notion, which has

been long taken for granted 5 and which,
having not been fully examined, may
be no more than a vulgar Error, |

NOW,
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NOW, it is to be confidered, Whe-
ther the Fore-runners of the AMarfeillian
and many other Peflilences, the Locuffs,
may not contributc towards afcertaining
the Manner, whereby Peftilential Infech-

ons arc propagated. Tt is well known,

that thefe devouring Infeéts drive along
with the Winds from their native Climes
to diftant Regions, in fuch Numbers, as
to wafte the Herbage and Fruits of a
whole Country, wherever they fertle,
Thus, immediately before the Coming of
the Peftilence, they pitched upon, and
covered, the Fields of Provence; info-
much that, the Accounts from thofz Parts
acquaint us, that a confiderable Tax has
been levied upon the People, to pay for
gathering them off the Ground. Now, if
Locufts can voyage thus in the Air, it
will feem much lefs furprizing, thac the
Breach, as it were, of a Peftilence fhould
be wafted, in the like Manner, from the
fame Climates to as diftant Countrics.
The Arrival of thefe Creatures into a
foreign Land infers, at leaft, that the
Currcar of Air drove the Way, they fteet-
ed their Courfe; and, this allowed, it
muft be granted, that Exhalations are a
much lighter Carriage, and eafier driven
before the Wind. Wherefore, it does
not {cem a much more reafonable Under-

13 taking,
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taking, to endeavour to ftop the Progrefs
of ‘a Peftilence, than to think of exclud-
ing thefe Swarms of Locufls, by any
Kind of Barrzrs. ' -

Here, indeed, it may be faid; That
thefe Grards and Lines arc intended on-
ly to prevent the Infedtion from being
carried onward by Perfons and Goods ;
and not to fence in the contagious Ajr,
But then, it is to be remarked, that this
plaufible Expedient for Prevention fecms
to be of no Service, cither to the Perfons
already infeced, or to the found Inhabj-
tants of the Countries adjacent: Not to
the Tormer; becaufc They are like to
fuffer more, by being confined to an Air,
tainted with the Malignity : Not to the
Later ; fince They arc fuppofed to live
in an open Air, inno wife corrppted, nor
predifpofed cither to reccive, or to com-
municate the Infection; a Suppofition,
allowed even by Thofe, who magnify
the Urtility of thefc Fences, as ncceflary
Prefervarives againft Concagion.

. Agreeably to this Notion, I have been
aflured by a Gentleman, who lived at
Marlbororgh when the laft Peflilence
reigned at London, that there were only
Jwvo Perfons-fick of the Plague in that

Town

:%Wumnmm
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Town; who Bozh brought it with them
from the City. And, it is hardly to be
doubted, but many Perfons efcaped from
London to Oxford, where the Court then
refided; and yer, none were infected
There ; that City remaining free -from
the Sicknefs, norwithftanding the great
Concourfe of People. Befidess it appears
from * Doctor Hodges, that the Contagi-
on, {uppofed by Him to be communica-
ted from Perfons and Goods, was ftron-
ger, as the Difeafe prevailed, and rofe to
a Height; and that this Effe@ fenfibly
abated, with the Sicknefs ; and was, in
a few Months, difregarded, as a Mateer
of no Danger. Suitable to which Obfer-
vation, I have heard a Gentleman quote
a Letter (now in his Keeping) {rom his
Father, about the End of the Year 1665,
who refided at Weftminfler; wherein He
particularly obferves, that the Plagne -
was {carce heard of, any where, but in
the Borough of Seuthwark; or, at leaft,
not among the Perfons of Fafhion; who
were then delivered from all Apprehen-
fions of it: And yet, we have feen, in
the Bills of Mortality, the Numbers,

that died of the Plague, about that Time.

% N°, CCCVL
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Whercfore, if the Infection is not to
be reftrained within other Bounds, than
arc determined by the Current of tainted
Air ; and the Contagion, when conveyed
by Perfons and Goods, has no more
Power, than is prefuppofed, to fpread it
felf; 1 canfee no Advantage, arifing from
the boafted Precautions againft Conta-
gion, which have been fo ftrongly re-
commended, by fome Authors, to the
Fears of Mankind : Efpecially confider-
ing, thar they have turned the Attention
of Men from more falutary Mcthods of
Prefervation; and brought them to de-
pend on a Pradice, which has no better
Claim to their Confidence, than any Ex-
pedient, that has been unfuccefsfully
ufed for the Cure of the Difeafe.

'This Queftion, then, about the Ufe-
fulnefs of thefe Lines and Guards, isto
be decided purely by Obfervations juftly
made upon plain Fads. For this Rea-
{on, the Inftance given by Dr. Sydenbam,
merits our Confideration : That when the
Plague raged violently almoft over allltaly ;
2t was kept ont of the Confines of Tufcany,
by the Care and Prudence of the Great
Duke. Now, it does not appear, that
this Peflilence was at Leghorne, from
whence the Country lics -open ta Flo-

C rence.
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rence. Whercfore the Freedom of Tu/fea-
7y from the Infe@ion, at that Time, may
very reafonably be attributed to its hap-
Py Situation; fince it is encompafled by

Mountains, that leave it open only to-
wards the Seca.

\ And thus, it might
likely happen, that this Peftilence never

pafled thofe Eminences s which mighe

prove fuch a Fence, as was the + Sicilian
Mountain, after the Opening in it was
clofed: For, it is not unrcafonable to fup-
pofe, that Peftilential, as well as other,
Vapours may be interrupted, or diver-
ted, in their Courfe, by high Mountains,

But, however, not to infift upon thefe
Circumf{tances ; this Inftance relating to

Tufeany, is of no greater Validity, than
what has been faid of Lanpuedock and
‘Provence: Since, which ever way an In-
fection travels with the Current of Air,
Guards and Lines ate of no Hindrance to
its Progrefs.

Indeed, confidering the dreadful Con-
fequences of a Peflilence; No People,
under Apprehenfions of Infe@ion from a
neighbouring Country, can be blamed
for having Recourfe to any Pracices,

T N°, CCXCVIIL
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o0 which the Sccurity of a Nation has
( juftly or fuppofedly ).been,- at any
Time, aferibed: Since there is alledged,
at lealt, & Shew of Succefs. But, as in
thofe Peflilences, which we can better
judge of, from morce cxact Inforimations,
fuch Attempts to prevent the Infection
from fpreading have proved incflectual;
they ought not to be abfolutely -and in-
tirely rclied on: Much lefs ought they
to be recommended and ufed in fuch a
Manner, as to put a ftop to other
Thoughts, and difcourage all orher Prac-
tices, that may be propofed for the Re-
lief of Men in, or for their Sccurity a-
gainft, fo grearan Evil.

Tt is to be hoped, the Pefilential Ex-
halations, brought into Provence, " are,
by this Time, arrived to the very Excre-
mity of their ftated Bounds ; which They
(like all other Natural Powers). cannot
exceed : But, till the Swmmer is advan-
ced, we muft not expect to be fully re-
folved in knowing the utmoft Mark, to
which this Tide of Infc&tion may flow,

Thc
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The Free-Thinker.

Lviday, April 28. Numb, CCCXXIV.

CCORDING to what has been
faid concerning INFECTION,

and the uncontroulable Manner,
whereby it is diffufed 5 we may give a
rational Account, How the Plague, when
it has feized any Place, fhould ceafe,
without the Deftruction of all the In-
habitants : Since, if we fuppofe the Pefli-
lential Malignity, which was in the Air,
to be confumed ; and the latent Sceds of
it, where-ever difperfed, wholly. deftroy-
ed; and that no frefh Matter is broughe
over 3 the Caufe will be entirely removed.
And thus the ancient Philfophers thought
of thefe Things; who wondered no
more at the Ceafing of a Peftilence,
than of ‘Thunder and Lightning, or any
other Exhalations, that fpent cheir Fury:
all which have a fhorter or longer Dura-
tion, according to the Quantity of pro-
per Supplies; as likewile, according 1to
the
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124 CONSIDERATIONS

the Quality of the Vapours themfelves ;
which may fomctimes laft many Years,
if efleGtual Methods, for rorally abolifh-
ing them, are not puifucd: To which
Scope the Sages of Former Times bent
their Thought and Skill.

But, if it be fuppofed, That Infeition
is notreceived from the Air it {elf, how-
ever predifpofed, without the Concur-
rence of fomething emitted from Tnfecti-
ous Perfons; Peftilences, then, could
not have been fpread fo univerfally, nor
conveyed to fo great a Diftance, asit ap-
pears they have been communicated, im-
mcediately upon the contaminated Va-
pours fpringing out from the Places,
wherein they are generated: Which
Fact fhews, that fome Gales of Wind, or
a Current in the Air, muft convey thefe
Poifons ; fince it happens, that their fa-
tal Effe@s are, fometimes, {oon felt from
Regions very remote.

IN this Point, Hiftories are very clear.
Thus, Fulins Capitolinus {peaks of a Pe-
ftilence, faid to have its Birth in Babylon:
where, from the Temple of Apolls, out
of a little Golden Cheft (which a Soldier
found by Chance) a Peftilential Breath

o . ifflued

o PESTILENCES, I 2"51

iffucd forth; and, thence, f; read over
Parthsa, and the Roman W:)rlcfl). ef‘-

_ Buc dmmianus Marcellinus is more par-
ticular in the Account both of the Origin’
and Progrefs of this Peflilence, ¢ Sp/py.
“ cia (fays he) being taken by the Ge-
“ nerals of the Empctor Verus 5 the
“ Image of Apollo Comens was rorn off
from its Bafes; and, being brought to
Rome, the Prefiders over Sacred Thin s
placed it in the Temple of Apollo Pa-
latinus. Now, it is faid, after this very -
Figure was carried away, that the Soi-
diers (having laid the City in Afhes)
fearching the Temple, found a narrow
Hole: which being opened, in Hopes
to find fomething of Value; the orj-
ginal Taint fprung out of a certain |
clofe Place, for the Secrets of the
Chaldeans 5 which Taint, pregrianr
with incurable Difeafes, did (in the
Times of the fame Perus and Mireys
Antoninys) pollute all Things, from
the very Confines of Perfia, even to
the Rhine and the Gallius, with Conta-
‘ gions and Deaths.” )
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Selencia was a City of Afria; in
Which- Country Babylon was likewile (-
tuated ; the Walls whereof (lays Ammia-
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1}%&,? | 7S ) were blli]t-by Seniramis with_ Bitu~ ‘:' The Caufe of which, I leave to be

E men. < Inn Affyria (fays this Author) ¢ accounted for by Phyfical Confideras
i < Bitumen is produccd, amongft the ¢ tions.” S - 3

.
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e

¢« Abundance of Berries: atid ordinary
¢ Fruirs, near the Lake Syfingites.. Here
« likewife is Naphtha produced, of a
« Pitchy, Glutinous Kind ; which alfo is
« like Bitumen: Over which, if any’
« fmall Bird fhall hover a while, {topped’
« i its Flight, it flurrers; and quite ex-
“ pircs. And, when this Kind of Li-
« quor begins to take:fire,” the Wit of
¢« Man can find out no other Invention
« to extinguifh it, but by Duft. Inthefe |
« Parts, likewife, is to be feen an Opens

- Thefc Openings in the Farth were cal-.
led Plutonia ;- being fuppofed to-be the.
Gates, that led o the infernal Regions of
Pluto: And, of that famous Plutonimm,.
ar ierapolis, we find the following De:
fcription in.Strabe. |

. “ This Plutonium, under the little
| Brow of a Mountain hanging over, is-
“a Mouth of a Dimenfion to receive a
* Man: Bug; it gocs down very deep.

™

VR

IR A £ el
>
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“ jng in the Earth ; whence a deadly Va- :: A Four-fquare Fence lies - before it, of
« pour arifing deftroys, with'its noifome . about !ml.f an Acre in Circumference :
« Stench, any Animal ‘whatfoever, that ) And this.is full of fo cloudy and thick-

¢ {hall ftand very near toit. Which De-
¢ ftruétion fpringing out of a certain deep
« pit, and ifluing forth' from its wide
« Mouth, had (before it was diffufed
« more aloft) by its Atrocity rendered

L2 Milt, that the Ground is hardly to
- be difcerned. The Air, indeed, docs.
-not fenfibly opprefs fuch as.come neay.
the Fences, on all Sides ;- and it puri-
fics it {elf from the Mift, at every new’

~
(o .

4

«

(]

114

« the Countries fituated round it, unin- :‘ Moon ; - neither. docs - it exceed irs
“ habitable. A like  Opening to which “‘ Bounds : But, immediate Death feizes
¢ (as fome Authors affieni) appeared to cvery living Creature, that comes with- -
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:: z{n them. Even Bulls, driven in, fall
. down; and are dragged out, dead :
) And We put in Sparrows, which fell,
‘ and immediately expired.  But the
& Launuch-Priefts of Cybele go¢ in unhure,

“ even

¢ be at Hierapolis in Phrygia: Whence in
¢« the fame Manner, a pernicious Exha-
¢ Jation rifing, with a continuing obfti-
“ nare Stench, -tainted whatever came
“ near ; the Enmuchs only exceped :
- “ The
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108 CONSIDERATIONS

« even {o far as to approach the Mouth,
¢ and not only to look down, but to en-
« ror into it a while, holding their
¢ Breath as much as poffible : For, by
¢ their Countenances we could perecive
« fomething of an Appearance like Suf-
« focarion. Whether this be, that they
¢ are all filled with fuch a Spitit, or only,
« they, who belong to the Temple ; or
« whether it be by divine Providence, as
« jsufual in Infpirations; or whether this
« may happen by the Vertue of certain

“ Antidotes.”

Dion (in the Life of Trajan) fpeaking
of the A/fyrian Plutonium, Which emitted
fatal Exhalations, mentions This alfo,
which he had feen at Hierapolis: And he
made the Experiment with Birds ; which
(he fays) it deftroys, as well as other
living Creatures, excepting the Eunuchs.
And Apuleins, mentioning thofe Eurmuch
Priefts, who were Proof againft thefe
Exhalations, remarks s That .they, who
dare to approach nearer, are always lifting
their Faces to the Skies. Whether he
judged this to be their Method of pre-
ferving themfelves from the Contagion, 1

know not; or whether he thercby inti-

mates rather the Violence, with which

they were attacked by thefe noxious Va-
DPOUrsy
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pours, fo as to be forced frequently to
lift up their Faces from -the: Steams ;
fince he obferves in the preceding Sen-
vence, That all Animals, which approached
neareft, with their Bellies downward, and
by Nature prone, are fuddenly [eized with
the Contagion of this poifonous Breaths
and, growing vertiginous, die.

Friday, May 5. Numb. _CCCXX\_‘TI.:

P

| O W, the Vapours bred in tl1efe '
3 Caverns, by Reafon of their

Denfity, neither rifing high, nor
diffufed far around, kill only Thofe, who
approach too near to them ; the Eumuch
Priefts only excepted ; who, living in the
Country, had found a Method of pre-

ferving Themfelves from the Suffocation

of the Steams. Wherefore the Peflilen~
ces, that fpread over diftant Countries,

{eein not to be derived from Exhalati-

ons of this Kind: Which rather appear
to be of the like Nature with the Steams
in the Grotto ax Puteoli, whercin Dogs
are foon ftifled; though, they afterwards
recover upon being brought into the o-

pen
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130 CONSIDERATIONS

pen Air, or by being thrown to fivim in
the ncighbouring Lake,

But, the forementioned Blafts, fuch as
iflucd from the Temple of Apollo, may

.give us fome Light into the Caufes of
travelling Péftilences. And, the Authori-

ty of Ammianus Marcellinus is the more
to be credited, becaufe he lived long in

.the Eaff, and had great Opportunitics of
‘being informed in the Nature of thofe

Countrics, of which he writes; and like-
wife, becaufe of his Curiofity, that
prompted him to inquire into the Alte-
rations and Effeéts of Natural Beings ;
‘which frequently appears,. throughout
his Hiftory : And, in the Placc already
cited, he gives an Account of Naphtha
-and Bitumen; affirming them Both to be
the natural Produce of Affyria. And,
fince he has told us, with what Difficul-
ty Napbtha is extinguifhed ; let us now
endeavour to learn, how apt it is to-be
enflamed. -

PLUT ARC H reprelents Naphtha
catching the Influence of Fire ar a Dif-
tance, in the {ame manner as Love is
kindled, as it were by a Glance. And
Simplicins {ays; ‘As the Strings of an
Harp continue the Sound; though th;:)y
. : o (v
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be far diftant from one another 3 fo does
Naphtha reccive,- at .a great Diftance,
the Form of Fire: Where; if inftead of
_W"'x#m, ‘we read (With Vi ﬂkﬁlﬂs) ovmgEar,,
which may be rendered, . make Unifin,
we have a lively Similicude, of the “In=
Sflammability of. this oily Subftance.
Wherefore, the Greeks called it Meded's
Qil; to which Nicander applies the Epi-
thet, Odrous or Abominable; probably allu-
ding to the Enchantments and Poifons of
Medea, who was efteemed a Sorcerefs.

But, to return to Ammianus, who
gives another Meaning to thisDenomina-
tion of Medea's Oil: Havingfpoken of the
Veneration,thePerfiapsexprefled cowards
the Magi, and of the Authority of - this
Set of Men.in Perfiz.; he has the follow-
ing Paflage. - o Lo

¢ In this .Country is the Median O#

« made: In which if an Arrow be dip-
“ ped, and lefs forcibly fhot from a
“ {lacker Bow (for an over-{wift Flight
¢ will extinguifh it) it buras, wherever
¢ it fixes: And if any one trics to wafth
“ it off with -Water, the Flame rages
“ more vehemeritly 5 nor is it-to be aba-
“ ted by .any other Remedy, but by
“ cafting:Duft upon it. Now, it ispre>
K2 “ pared
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132 CONSIDER A TIONS

« pared after this Manner : The Perfons,
« gkilled in thefe Things, preferve com-
« mon QOil, in which a certain Herb is
« infofed, keeping it a Length of Time;
¢¢ which, coming to aConfiftency, they
« harden with a Subftance out of a #a-
“ tural Vein, refembling a thicker Oil :
¢« Which Species is produced in Perfia ;
« and which (as we have faid) is cal-
« led by the Name of Naphtha, among
< the People of the Country.

L o)

o

To this T fhall fubjoin a Paffage out of
Strabo, in his Defcription of the Natural
Curiofities of Babylonia.

% In Babylonia there is abundance of
“ Bitumen ; concerning which Eratofthe-
“ yes has written thus: That the Li-
¢ quid,which they call Naphtha,is produ-
“ ced in Sufis; and the Dry, capable of
‘ being fixed, in Babylonia: And of this
“ there is a Spring, ncar the Naphtha;
“ which, overflowing by the melting of
¢ the Snows, the Spring is filled, and
“ empties it felf into the River. And
““ here the large Clods are concreted,
“ convenient for their Buildings, fuch
“ as are raifed with baked Brick. O-
¢ thers, indeed, fay, that the Liquid is
the Produce of- Babylonia. But, as it

o & has

<

. W
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“ has been already declared, that the
“ principal Ufe of the Dry is for Build-
““ing; fo, they alfo fay, that the Ships
“they frame, are pitched over, and
“ faftened together with this Bétumen.
“ But, the Liquid, which they call Naph-
“tha, is of a very furprizing Nature :
“For, no fooner is Naphtha brought
“ near to a Fire, than it catches: And, if
“ you anoint aBody withit, and approach
“ it to the Fire, it burns; neither is it to
‘““ be quenched with Water; but burns
“ the more, unlefs poured on very plenti-
“ fully ; Neverthelefs, by flifling it with
“ Mud, and Vinegar, and Alom, and
“ Birdlime, it may be extinguifhed.

- * Now, it is faid, that Alexander (for
¢ Experiment fake) poured Naphtha upon
‘“a Boy, who was bathing, and held a
“ Lamp to it; Whereupon the Boy was
“ in a Blaze, and near perifhing; but the
“ By-ftanders, pouring on great Quanti-
« ties of Water, brought the Fire under,
“ and faved him, |

< Pofidonins, indeed, fays, That the

“ Fountains of Naphtha, in Babylonia,
“ are fome of a White and {fome of a
“ Black Colour: And that, of thefe,
¢ fome are of liquid Brimfiene; 1 mean
K3 ¥ thofe
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“lion, with this Liquor: Then, placing
“ themfelves at the upper End, they
¢ applied Torches where it was bedewed ;

134 CONSIDERATIONS
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Lh “ thofec of the whitc Kind; which are
¢ the Sort, that attract the Flames: But,

T
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l!* i :: that the Black arc a liquid Bitumen, “ (for it was then dark) when foon kind-
i “ wl.uch they‘ buen in Lamps, inftcad. of  ling, the whole catched in an Inftant;
I t £ Oil. * the Blaze paffing to the other End, as
ql : : . . '{ : . ’
P : S | ¢ quick as Thought: fo that the Way
N - AFTER what has been premifed con- “ was a continued Fire. |

cerning this nacural Producion, I fhall

- (for the Entertainment of the more curi-
ous Readers) Tranflatc a memorable Paf-
fage out of Plutarch, in his Lifc of 4-
lexander the Great, |

“ Now, there was one Athenophanes,
““an Athenian, of the Number of thofe,
“ whofe Bufinefs it was to take Care of
“ the King’s Perfon, as he bached and
¢ anointed, and artfully to relax his Mind
“ with Diverfions. This Man feeing a
“ Boy ftanding by Alexander in the Bath,
¢ of a very mean and ridiculous Coun-
“ tenance ; but, who fung agreably, and
‘ whofe Name was Stephen: Wilt Thou,
“ O King, faid He, have us make an
« Experiment of this Liquor upon S7e-
“ phen? For, if it catch Him, and be not
¢« extinguithed ; T may declare to all the
¢« World, thatits Power is invincible and
‘ dreadful. ‘The Boy readily confenting
“to deliver himfelf up to the Experi-
“ ment; he was no fooner anointed, and
“ even touched with it, than his Body
“ was immediately all over in fo great

o, BTy sy 2 I LA J S

;f" ._,‘_ B i
ety

“ No fooner did. Alexander march in-

“ to Babylonia, than the whole Country
¢ fubmitced to6 him. What he moft
“ wondered at, There, was an Opening
“of Fire, in Ecbatana, running conti-
“ nually as from a Fountain; and the _
“ Stream of Naphtha, which was in fuch ¢
“ Quantity, as to form a Lake, not far '
“ from the Opening: And which, in o-
¢ ther Refpelts, refembles Bitymen ;
“only it is fo eafily affected by Fire,
‘“that, before it touches the Flame, it
“ oftentimes -kindles the intermediate
“ Air, by means of the very Brightnefs,
“ that fhines round the Fire, Hereupon
“ the Barbarians -(to fhew che Power and ¢ 2 Flame, that Alexander was in the ut-
“the Nature of it) lightly befprinkled < moft Fri,ghr and Perplexity. And, un-
¥ the Way, leading to the King’s Pavi- o K ¢ Jofs
| . ¢ lion, B F
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136 CONSIDERATIONS

“ lefs there had accidentally, been many
“ Veflels of Water, ready at Hand faor
¢ their Bathing, their Affiftance had
“ not prevented his being confumed ;

“ And, even then, they were {fcarce.

““ able to extinguith the Fire, all over
“ the Boy’s Body; who was very ill af-
¢ terwards. B

¢ Wherefore fome (not without Rea-
“ fon) taking this to be the true Intent
“ of the Fable, fay; it was with Naph-
“ tha that Medea ufed to anoint her cele-
¢ brated Crown and Veil: Since they did
“ not blaze Spontancoufly, and of them-
¢ felves; but, when any Flame was
“ brought near, there was fo quick an
“ Actraction and Contad&, that it was e-
““ ven imperceptible. For the Rays and
¢ Streams iffuing afar from the Fire,
¢ communicate only Light and Heat to

“fome Bodies; but, being collected in -

“ others of .a fpirituous Drynefs and
“fufficiently unétuous, they rage like
 Wild-Fire, and foon make a thorough
“ Change in the Subftance.

Friday,

o7 PRSTILENCES. 1 37

Friday, May 12. Numb. CCCXXVIII.

-

-

LINY, in his Naturae Hiftory,
corrects the Opinion of Thofe,

who take Naphtha to be a Kind
c:f Bitumen; < Which Later (fays He)
*“ is of a Nature approaching to Sulphur ;
“and is, in fome Places, a Mud; in o-
“ thers an Earth. ‘That, whichrifes out
“ of the Judean Lake, is a Mud; and
¢ That, an Earth, which is about Sidon,
“ a maritime Town in Syriz. Both Thefe
“ are thickened,and grow into a folid Sub-
“ftance. Now, the Liguid Bitumen is
“like that of Zanmt, and that ‘imported
“from Babylon: And there, indeed, the
“ White is produced. That, likewife,
“ which comes from Apollonia, is Liquid:
“ All which Kinds the Greeks call Piffaf-
“phaltos; fignifying a Compofition of
“ Patch and Bitumen. There is alfo an
* unctuous Kind, an Oily Liquor, which
“breeds in Sicily, and tinges the River
“ from a Spring near Agrigentum. The
“ Inhabitants gather it in fictle Mats of
& Reeds 5 to which it prefently adheres :

“and
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¢t and with this they light up their Lamps,
« inftead of Oil. But (continucs Pliny)
¢ the burning Power of Naphtha, being:
¢ near a Kin to the Nature of Fire, 18

¢ far from being applycd to any Manner
¢ of Ule,

. Thus alfo, in another Place, He fays;
¢ Tn the City Samofata, in the Province
« of Comagene, there is a Pond, that
¢ throws. up a buraning Mud, which they
“ call Maltha. When it touches any
¢ Thing folid, it adheres: And more-
¢ over, being .once rouched, it follows
« thofe, who fly from it. By means of
¢¢ chis they defended their Walls, when
¢ Lueullus befieged them; and the Sol-
« dier was on Fire, under his Arms.
« Moreover, it is inflamed by Water;
« and we have learned, by Expcriments,
¢ that it is to be extinguifhed only with
¢ Earth. Of a like Nature is Naphtha:
« For, fo it is called about Babylonia,
“ and in the Parthian Country Auftage-
« »as where it flows forth after the man-
« ner of Bitumen. There is a acar Af-
“ finity between this and Fires s info-
¢« much that, they immediately dart in-
“to it, on whatever fide it appears.
« Thus, the Concubine was burned by
8¢ Medea; her Crown catching Fire, when

« {he
“ ik

on PESTILENCES, 1;39

“ {he had approached the Altar to facri-
“ fice.

HERE, to the feveral Teftimonies al-
ready cited, I fhall fubjoin a Paffage out
of the Second Book of the MACCABEES ;

g4 Hiﬁory of good Authority.

WHERE A4S, we [the Fews at Fe-
rufalern and in cthe Land of Yudea] are
now purpofed to keep the Purification of the
Temple, upon the Five and Twentieth “Day
of the Month Cafleus we thought it ne-
ceflary to certify you [the Fews that are
throughout FEgypr] thereof, that ye alfo
might keep it, as the Feaft of the Taber-
nacles, and of the Fire, which was given
us, when Neemias offered Sacrifice, after
he had builded the Temple, and the Altar.
For, when onr Fathers were led into Perfia,
the Pricfls that were then devout, took the
Lire of the Altar privately, and hid it in
a hollow Place of a Pit without Water
where They kept it fure: So that the Place
was unknown 1o all Men. Now, after
many Tears, when it pleafed God, Neemias
being [ent from the King of Peifia, did
Jend of the Pofierity of thofe Priefts thar
hid it, to the Fire: But, when They told
iy they found ne Fire, but Thick Wm‘/jr ;

CT then
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140 CONSIDERATIONS

then, commanded be them to draw it up,
and to bring it: And, when the Sacrifices
awere laid on; Neemias commanded the
Priefts to [prinkle the Wood, and the Things,
laid” thereupon, with the Water. Waen
this was done ; and the Time came that the
Sun [bone, which afore was. bid in the
Cloud; there was a great Fire kindled: So
that, every Man marvelled.

Now, when the Sacrifice was confumed;
Neemias commanded the Water, that was
left, to be poured on the great Stones. When
this was done, there was kindled a Flame ;

Cbut it was confimed by the Light, that

Shined from the Altar. So, when this
matter was known; it was told to the King
of Petfia, that in the Place where the
Pricfts, that were led away, had hid the
Fire, there appeared Water; and, that
Neemias had purified the Sacrifices there-
with. Thenthe King, inclofing the Place,
made it Holy, after he bad tried the mat-
ter. And, the King took many Gifts 5 and
beftowed thereof on thofe, whom he would
gratify. And Neemias called. chis Thing
Naphthar; which is as much as to (v,
a Cleanfing : But, many Men call it Ne-
‘phi. | _

THESE
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THESE Eaffern Countrics, which by

Nature abound in this Inflammable I.i-
quor, are {carce ever wholly free from
the Peflilence: And yer, notwichftanding
this Calamity is fo frequent and common
the People ‘never attempt to prevent the
fpreading of the Infection by any of the
European, or rather Italian, Contrivances.

‘This Negle& of theirs (if it be a Ne-

glect) has, indeed, been imputed to their
Stupidity : And this Impuration would
be juft, if it could be made appear, That
They, whofe Familiarity with this Dif
temper gives them continual Opportuni-
ties of informing themfelves of the Nature
and the moft proper Treatment of the
Malady, know much lefs of Either, than
the Europeans; whom it vifics perhaps,
once or twice within the Memory- of
Man. Wherefore, it may be worth. the
While, a little to confider ; whether this
Negligence of theirs proceeds from Ig-
norance or Knowledge : and whether we
Europeans, by deviating from the Prac-
tice. of thefc Eaffern Nations, are not
only Bufy to no Purpofe; but likewife,

whether we do not Thereby heighten and

prolong this Foreign Malignicy, when it
comes amongft us. And we fhall be the
better enabled to determine this. Quefti-

on;




o R

e ot St iy
ppek AN e

cdieand L R .- r 0 . “ . - ~. . B
A d - i o Py o . o — . N
i
P —— . . vy s . e e e e = .
PO . L. .. it ‘..
‘ . - » 5 - - . - - o o F ; .
T R It . i, = e e rl
anr e - - - B = o - - e - iyt sl ey T KIRe ¥
IR Y ol SO W T h: TS -~ £ 3 ,"
S Sy, 2 e e s . 3 Ly waiveg. 13 B
o T S Y Pl ro Y = .
N - Cix ° e - - s — — ¢
(]
e il ™ ppa—— 4 -

1 et g o g

BErSME -
SN IPETE S Y
PN P

IR e P LS PSR L
ettt v 4 -
T T

.

e
ey

- 8"
ey
RS

142 CONSIDERATIONS

on; if we can once find out the Caufe of
this fatal Epidemick: Towards the Difco-
very of which, the following Confidera-
tions, it is to be hoped, may conduce.

FIRST then; ‘The Caufe, we en-

quire aftcr, muft be the Produce of the
Countrics already mentioned; fince the
Infe@ion is imported from thofe Parts
into Enrgpe: And farther, it ought to be of
_fuch a Nature, as to be capable of be-
ing born in the Air; and .of diffufing it
felf to diftant Nations (within a fhorter
or longer Term of Time) according to
the certain Accounts delivered in Hifto-
ries of the beft Authority, This Caufe
muft, likewife, be of a Natural, not
Abrtificial, Original: Wherefore, it is
forcign to our Enquiry to-charge the
Blame of Peftilences, that fpread fo uni-
verfally and fuddenly, on Polatile Salts;
or on any other artificial Compofitions or
Extrattions, which do not appear fub-
{ifting in Nature. .

Again ; This Caufe muftbe capable of
lodging in the Air; fometimes percepti-
ble to the Eye, and fometimes to the
Smell; and often (as was the Cafe of our

laft Plague) imperceptible to any of our
Senfes;

T ) AT
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Senfess of which Dr, Hodges i vety
pofitive, during That Summer while the
Malignity was rifing to its Heighe:
Though, he mentions * Rains, which
defcended, when it was at the Heighr,
in fuch Quantities, as to extinguifh the
‘Cpal-Fires. in the Streets ; + from which
Time the Peftilence abated, and its Coje
tagioufnefs was no longer dreaded.

When there is a very ftrong Smell per-
ceptible in the Air, litymay grobabl)}) f:!fe
‘fuppof'ed, that Natural Sulphur is, acthag
Time, ‘exhaled, and kindled ; the Fumes
of which will, alfo, be buoyant in the
Air; and may rife high, and be vifible;
** as in the Cafe of the Peﬂilence,'hnng:
ing over Tripoli, like a Cloud pregnant
with the Materials of Thunder and Light-
ning: But, fulphurous Matrer feems ra-
ther to become perceptible to our Senfes
upon the breaking out of the ?eﬂilmtik?
Exhalations, and near to the Place, where
they were engendered ; than to ‘be waft-

ed along with thofe deadly Vapours in-

to remote Countties. - And, befides ; the

* Ne, CCCII. |
*& N°, CCXCVIIL,

t N°: CCCXIL
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Countties abounding in Nasural Sulphur | And here (were the leaft S

(as the Southern Part of Italy) arc ’n{; o- | Probability in the Notion) I migﬁ:v oc:f
therwife fubject to Peftilences, than'as | this Occa.ion, reject the Nitro-dierial Salts
they. happen to have them imported from which Dr. Hodges charges with the Pefti-
.other Parts. o lence ; as juftly as Dr. Mayo (and fome of
Gt o his Contemporarics) makes this Salt the
. Sothat filphurons Exhalations, though {§ Caufe of Mufcufar Motion, by its Explo-
they may be oftcn concomitant with the Jions 3 which Effcéts, when they fhall ap-
Piftilential at their Rife, and may be [ Pc% W¢ may then allow Nitro-derial
kindled by them yet, arc they not chere- B S@/ to cxift out of the Imagination.
upon to be fuppofed the ordinary Caufes |} | | ;
of Peftilences; at leat, not-of Thofc, |

that are communicated to the remoteft
‘Regions ; efpecially, when none of our §
Senfes inform us of their Prefence in the
Air. Much lefs Reafon is there to {uf-
pe any [aline Bodis s and far lefs, any
“Metallick Fuimes, -in’ our prefent Enquiry ;
becaufe they are not portable,” in Air, to
fuch vaft Diftances...~ Safts; indeed, may |
be driven by brisk Gales of Wind from ]
the Sea, and fpread over the adjacent | N a)
Land in grear Quantities; but then, the § P
Fall of them is vifible; fince the Ground '5
~is often feen covered therewith. And,
furely, Mercurial Fumes arc moft unlikely
to be conveyed far in fuch gentle Streams
of Air, as bring the Peftilence.

A

And
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P

_The Free-Thinker:

Fridrzj, May19. Numb. CCCXXX.

HE peculiar Propertics of Naph-
tha anfwer ro the feveral Quali-
ties obfervable, and requifite, in

Peftilential Exhalations. In the firlt
Place, Naphtha is a Natural Produce in
thofe FEaffern Countrics, from whence
Peftilencés .come, according-to the moft
authentick ‘Teltimonics.. Then, it is of
fuch a Nature, as to be cafily raifed, in
hot and calm Weather, high into the Air,
from the Pits and Lakes, in which it re-
fembles a thick Water ; ‘and thus, wrap-

ped in moift Steams, it is as cafily wal-

ted in a gentle Flow of Air, and carricd,
with all its fiery Force, from Country to
Country: Unlefs, it be fcatrered by
firong and dry Winds, that diffipate the
Humidity, wherein it is lodged; or, by
blowing contrary, repelits Progrefs: Or
unlefs, it meet with Fire in its Paflage,
to confumeits inflammable Particles, like

thofe

on PRSTILENCES, 14%

thofe in any other Fuel : Or except, it
come into Northern Regions at a Seafon,
wherein they abound in Wet 5 and fo its
Flammability be wholly damped by the
Continuance of cold Rains: Or laftly,
except it fhould, in its Drift, abide over
a dry Soil; where the furrounding Moif-
ture (which is ncceffary to a Peftilential
lslmflc f(_)f Aiil_') be(:ing‘ abforbed, it is difa-
died fromi {preading, or prolonging i

Contagiouﬁlpéfs. 5 ’ S8 18

* But, if none of thefe Hindrances put a

ftop to, or deftroy, the Influcnce of Ex-

halations of this Kind ; when they once
take Poffeffion of a Country, they may
pafs, like Wild-Fire, from onc Perfon to
another, by Contagion, till their Forces -
are fpeat: Or, they may lic una&ivein
Houfcs, Cloyfters, Furniture, Clothes,

{ 2nd cven in the Bodies of Men, during

a cold Scafon; and afterwards break out
with Violence, when the Hear of the
Sun fhall put them into Motion.

- Farther; This Liguid Fire is of fo fub-
tile a Nature, that it may penetrate all
the minute Paffages of the Body, or be
drawn in withi our Breath, or taken down
With our common Nourithmenr: After

Which, this Liquor may remain, a long

L 2 Time,
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Time, unaccended in the Humours; till
fome Accident gives 1t an Occafion to
excrt its burning Power, here and there,
in Men, or other Animals. DBut, when
the warm Weather comes on, the Pa'r.tll-
cles, ot minute Drops of it, are daily
kindled mote aidky morc;  catching,
though fwiftly, yet fucceflively, asina
Train of Gun-powder: Inwhich Circum-
ftance, the wholc Current of Air muft be
impregnated with them, in largef clxr
fmaller Quantitics; and when the whole
floating ColleGion of them happens to

be difcharged out of the Air, the Uni- ]

verfality of the Contagion immediately
ceales: Neverthelefs, the remaining in-
fettious Particles, that happen to lurk

therfed up and down, in any City or
cgo%elitl‘y, 111)1ay lie preferved and unextin-

guifhed, in the Moifture, wherein they

were conveyed ; andmay, every now and |

then, prove fatal to Perfons, who arc fo
unfortunate as to have them harbour in
their Places of Abode, or Rcfort.

Thus, the Sprinklings of thefe Exha-
lations,. alighting in cerrain Places, may

2 Courfe of Time; as we have feen a
confiderable Quantity - of - Naphtha lay
unadtive, about Seventy Years, in a Pit,

during

N
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during the whole Time of the Yewifp
Captivity. And, by ur Bills of tdorta-
lity, One may be inclined to believe, that
thefe, or fome fuch, liquid and fiery Sceds
- of Infection, found proper lurking Places,
at leaft from the Year 1603 to 1679;
fince through all that Tneerval, there were
but Four Tears, wholly free from the Pefti-
lence. Itisnotimprobable, indeed, that
‘there came a fieth Supply of ‘thefe Ma-
terials in the great Plagne-Tears, which
ftill introduced a new Conrtagioufnefs in
the Air; and which likewife ceafed, up-
‘on their being fpenr. 1t feems alfo pro-
*bable, that Peftilenrial Exhalations have
een wafted hither (as they were be-
‘fore, in the fame Century) more than
once, within thefe lalt Forzy Zears; buc
wereprevented from infecting the City,
by the * Alterations, which have been
mentioned~as our greateft Security.

And thus, fome few Years paft, a‘con-
tagious, fiery Diftemper fprcad among:
our Cattle; as it had been .before rife

among the fame Animals, in Irafy, and
| in Holland: Notunlike That, which pre-
cemain dormant and unaccended through | -ceded our g Plague.

And, in the
Reign of the late Queen, the Sun was,

* N9 CCCXX.

L 3 in
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in the Heat of Summer, overcaft with 2

Swarm of Infcés, hovering over the City
like a Cloud; which have, at other
Times, been obferved to be the Fore-
runners of Peftilences; and which (ac-
cording to + Doctor Hodges) do certain-
ly forclhew the fpeedy Approach of a
Peftilence.

NOW, if any One does but reflect,
with Impartiality and Attention, upon
the Term of Years fince our laft Plagues
and, at the fame Time, confider, in how
many Wars the Britifb Troops have been
engaged in France, Ilanders, Gernany,
and Spain; and that our Grand Fleet, in
King /illiam’s Reign, triumphed in the
Mediierranean under the Command of the
Earl of Orford, and latcly, under Sir
George Bing; and thar a Squadron has
continued,  throughour the Summer
Months, in the Baltick; it cannot well
‘be imagined, bur we fhould have been in-
fected during this Courfc of Time, as
‘well as formerly, if a fpreading Conta-
sion could be brought over in Perfons,
Ships, Clothes, or other Appurtenances.
Here, alfo, let it be remembred ; thatour

—
i ‘
o

 N°. Cegvi -
. Mer
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I\;Icrchan_ts have, during all this Term of
Yecars, imported Bales of Cotton and of
other Goods, fuppofed by the Italians
(and Thofe, who take up their Opinion)
to harbour and convey Peftilences; and
thar thefe Merchandizes, by reafon of
the vaftly larger Extent of our Commerce.
have been brought in far greater Quém:
titics, thanin the Times when our Coun-
try was frequearly ravaged by the Pefti-
lence.  Morcover; thefe Bales of Goods
have been conttantly opened in private.
Warchoufes, without cxpofing them to
the Air, or ufing any other Precautions
thac_ are practifed ac MarfCilles, and orher
maritime Towns, where they are always
under Apprehenfions of an Infection -
And yer, this unguarded Manner of
Irade was never formerly fufpedted of
expofing us to Peftilential Tncurfions
For, even the Story, in * Dr. [—fogfge.r.
charges our laft Plague upon Bales of
Corton, that were brought from Turkey,
not immediately into England, bur fiefp
into Holland 5 from whence the Maljo.
mzy was fuppofed to come hither, by
Contagion, and in Packs of Merchandize »
Of which, however, no Man then, or

Ne, CCCVIIL

L 4 fince,
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fince, has given the Icaft fatisfactory Ac-
count:. And therefore (if what has becn
already offered in thele Papers be duly
weighed) that Story will be acknowledg-
ed to be a Rumour, without any known

Foundation.

~ And here, the Difference is remarka-
ble, between the Two Accounts given
by Capitolinus and Ammianus, of the Ori-
gin of the Peftilence under the Emperor
Verus.  The Former derives the Infecti-
on from a fmall Cheff; which feems to be
parallel to the Bales of Cotton, to which
the Inhabitants of Masfeilles attribute
their prefent Calamity : The Later, from
o Pault under, the Temple ; where, likely
the Cheft might be repofited. Neverthe-
Jefs, thefe Hiftorians may be reconciled,
by only fuppofing, the finding of the

Golden” Cheft might be the Occafion of

Opening the Vault, or Clofe  Place,
whence the pent Steams iffucd forth, and

infefted Mankind. And this Account a-
arecs with the Superftition of ancicnt

Times; when Alears, and Temples, were
raifed to appeafe the angry Deitics, in
thofe. very Places, which were fuppofed

1399, CCCXXIV.

to
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to be, as it were, the Soutccs of any
Calamity, which the People apprehended
was poured out upon them, by Divine
Vengeance. Accordingly, it is reafona-
ble to fuppofe, there was a Temple e-
reted to AP OL LO (which was the
Name given to the Suz, when confidered
as a Deffroying Divinity) near a Foun-
tain, or Lake, of that flammcons Liquor,
from whence the Pcople perccived not
only {trange, but fatal Effects to arile,
when it was expofed to the unclouded
Rays of the Sun. - o

NOW, if Naphtha (or any natural
Subftance of the like Properties, fuch as
is Maltha) be the Caufcof thefe Eafiern
Peftilences ; it is poffible, we may: find
out fome Relief, or Security againft their
Malignity, more univerfal and more_ci-
fe@ual, than continual Quarantines,
Lines, Guards, fevere Penalties, and
cruel Punifbmentsupon Tranfgreflors : All
which tend to the unfpeakable Damage
of Commetrce, the utter Deftruction of
Liberty, and every other Enjoyment . of
Life. Thus Men might be freced from

living in conftant Fear of one another, .

and from being under the Apprehenfions
of recciving Infe@ion from their Com-

panions and deareft Friends ; from whofe
Prelence
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Prefence (by having Recourft to the fore-
mentioned Expedients) they muft be
forced by Violence, upon the firft fufpi-

cton of Danger; cven though they

fhould be willing to venture their Lives
in kind Offices to their fick Relations,
their Wives, or their Children.  Which
Regulations muft be acknowledged to
be very unrcatonable Hardfhips, if we
fuppofe; That Coutagion cannot be dif
fufive, when the Airis not ftored with
Peftilential Exhalations ; and, that while
the Air is contaminated, all thofe
Methods, ‘which have been practiced
in France, make a Peflilence more rife
among the People ; or, at lealt, do not
in any wife contribute towards the Pre-
vention of its Progrefs, nor towards the

Cure of fuch Perfons, as happen to be
infected.

THE Cure then of an Tnfection, pro-
ceeding from the forcmentioned Caufe,
muft be the Extin®ion of thefe ficty Par-
ticles, communicated to the Bowels, by
the Air, or any other Vehicle. Now,
the Methods of extinguifhing Naphtha
are related by Strabo and Phutarchs who
Both allow, that this Liquor, when
inflamed, may be quenched by Grear
Quantities of Warter 5 as appeared by the

| Expe-
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Experiment made upon Stephen, in the
Prefence of Alexander.  Agreeable here-
unto is the Advice of one of the moft
judicious among the Greck Phyficians:
which T fhall faithfully tranflatc from the
very Words of the Author. Now, if
the Patient [ill of the - Peftilence] be in
a burning Heat, and the Iame reach even
to bis Breaft ; it would not be improper to
apply cooling Things to his Breaft, and to
give him cold Drink: But not giving it
little by little s fince that will make him
burn the more; but all at once, and (o
Plentifully, as to quench the Flame. Where-
upon, we may remark, that this Phyfi-
cian could have thought of nothing more
fuitable to extinguifh that Liquid Fire,
to which the Kind of Peftilence, that
comes from Syriz and the Eaff, may be
imputed; than what he has here pre-
fcribed for the Cure of this grand Symp-

- tom of the Peflilence, /s intolerably

burning Heat.
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Friday, May 2.6, Numb, CCCXXXII.

- HE forementioned Advice of the
Greek Phyfician makes me recol-

lect Two well-attefted Inftances
of a Man and his Wife, who, in the laft
Plague of London, attributed their Re-
covery to the drinking of Water plenti-
fully.  They were intrufted with the
Care of a Gentleman’s Houfe within the
Libertics of /Weftininfter, who had re-
moved his Family into the Country. The
Woman fickened, firlt, of the Plague ;
and, burning intolerably, defired fhe

might have a Pitcher of Lami’s Conduit-

Water ; which the Husband foon brought:

‘When the had drenched her felf fufficient-

lieved ; but thereupod, burning ourward-
ly in her Skin, fhe defired to havé cool
Air let within the Bed-Cloths; and by
thefe plain Refrefhments was delivered
both from the Torment and Malignity
of the Difcafe. The Man fickening af-

ly wich it, {lie found her inward Heat re-

terwards, was cafed and cured in the fame

Manner.

BUT,

STy T S A T
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BUT, befide the quenching Power of
large Quantitics of Water ;- Strabs fays,
That Naphtha may, likewife, be extin-
guifhed with Pinegar: Which, alfo, has
been ufed medicinally in Peftilences
though but in fparc Quantities, becaufe
plentiful Dofes of it have been obferved

‘to be unfafe. Moreover, Vinegar is pre-

judicial to the Stomach, if taken fimply,
and with thofe peculiar Properties unfub-
dued, which are fuppofed to be of Ser-
vice in Peftilential Diftempers. This grant-
ed, it is an idle Attempt to render Vinegar
more agreeable to the Stomach, by the
Infufion of bitter, or other hot Plants
and Drugs; fince, by correéting ( that
is, weakening or deftroying) its gennine
Qualities, it can have little, or no, Effi-
cacy, as Vinegar: And the Heat of the
Ingredients may, probably, make it a
mifchicvous Preparation. But then; Vi-
negar, unadulterated with Drugs, may
be fuccefsfully ufed to extinguifh or de-
firoy the Sceds of Infection, that may
be lodged in Ships, Houfes, Cloths; or
Furniture 5 as well as for the Tmmerfion
of Perfons fufpected. of the Plague.

Ammianus is pofitive in aflerting, that
Naphtha can be cxtinguifhed only by
Duft ; thatis, by powdered Earth ; rl[}ln_d,

This,
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This, among’ other Things, is cnumera-
ted by Strabo.  Whereupon, T fhall here
infert Two or Three Paflages, outr of
the fore-cited Phyfician, concerning the
Ules of Earths.  Every Kind of Earth
(fays He) dries; and That, which is yn.
mixed With other Subffances, dries withont
Corrofion: dnd, if any fiery Quality be
blended with it, this may be taken away by

wafbing it. — Of the medicinal Earths,

the Lemnian (wwhich is called Sealed) /s
drying, and moderately affringent : It has
the Force of a prefent ™ Antidote againft
deadly Poifons ; and cures malignant Ulcers,
i Vinegar or Wine. — But, the Samian
Larth ts much gentler than the Lemnian ;
as being glutinons and vifeous: Wherefore,
This is to be nfed where there is Occafion to
mitigate and mollify. — The Armenian
(which they likewife call Bole) dries ex.
tremely s whence it comes to be very fer-
viceable in Dyfenterics, Diarthea’s, Spiz-
ting of Blood, Confumptions, Difficulty of
Breathing from toogreat Moifture, mozft Ul-
cers, and in peflilential Ails: And, it is
drank in thin Wine, diluted with IWater
ory if therebe a Fever, in Wator. And here,
I am apt to imagine, that the finc Earths
of our own Country, carefully cleanfed
by Walhing, may be as properly apply'd
to fome, if not all, of the fore-men-
: tioned

on PLSTILENCES. 159

tioned Purpofes, as the Earchs of Lew-
nos, Samos, or Armenia,

The lalt  Extinguilher of Naphtha,
mentioned by Strabo, is Birdlime: The
medicinal Ufc whereof is taught by the
{ame Phyfician. Birdlime (he {ays) beats
with Vebemence ; and it, likewife, draws
Jortlh Humonrs forcibly out of the Depths
of the Body; and evaporates them by the
Pores. L . |

'BUT, whether thefe Citations may
prove of any rcal Service, or of none,
in peftilential Cafes; yet, fure I am,
that it muft be very material to know
the Methods ufed by the European Met-

_chanrs, refiding in Syrée, to fecure them-

felves from Infe@ion in a Country, thar
is yearly infefted with a Peftilence, in the
hot Seafon. Now, their Cuftom is (at
.that Time) to repair immediately to the

Mountains ; where they pitch their

Tents in a free Air, open to the Winds,
and confequently not fubject to ftagnare,
There is likcwife a farcher Advaatage 'in
flying for Refuge to thefe Eminences ;
in that, they are dry, and not proper to

‘harbour any infeGious Exhalarions, that

may afcend.. This Practice of theirs has

‘been remarkably actended with fuch ﬁon-
C ant
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ftant Succefs ; that the Turks, obferving
them to return in'Health and Safety from
their Summer Encampments, have of
late" imitated their Condut ; and found
the like Benefit from it : "Which mannet
of Precaution appears to :be as reafona-
ble, as it is fuccefsful: Since great Quan-

ticics of the peftilential Vapours can

fcarcely be fuppofed to mount fo very
high, and much lefs to fettle in fo open,
dry, and cool an Air, L
This Method of timely avoiding the
Calamity; might have been eafily pur-
fued in the South Parts of France ; where
they are not deftitute of the Refuge of
Mountains. But, it feems as if the Pre-
judices, in Favour of the Italian Way of
barring out a Peftilence, were riverted in
the Minds of the Magiftrates and the
People, by thofe, whofc Duty it was to
enquire with greatcr Diligence and Im-
partiality into the Nature of thefe Cafes.
Thus, probably, they were diverted from
attending to this almoft obvious Means
of Safety ; which they might cafily have
known, confidering their Commerce with
Turkey: And thus the poor Inhabitants

were brought to depend on Drugs and

compounded Medicines ; which have ne-
ver proved eflectual againft any Peftilence.
, Hence

on PESTILENCES. 161

. Hence'we Weekly hear of the-lamen-
table Condition of the People of Toulon,
Aix, and other neighbouring Places, who
ate doomed to undergo the fruitlefs, or
tather pernicious, Rigours impofed upon
Marfeilles. They are to be fubjected to
Quarantines, Lines, Guards, and Famine;
to be pent'up in their Dwellings; and
prohibited from drawing a Breath of ‘Air,
at theitWindows, or even on the Tops
of their Houfes. Hence we fee the Pefti-
Ience redoubling its Fury :  And there is
Reafon to fear, that every fcattered Seed
of Infection will be kindled in fuch a
Quantity of ftagnated Air, as the Heat
of the Weather advances. - !

WHEREFORE; if it fhould be ouf
Misfortune to be vifited by the prefent;
or any futurc Peftilence, let tlie wrong:
Treatment of thefe injured Wretches be-
a timely anda lafting Warning to Us, not
to admit of the cruel Abufes practifed:
upon Them; who, not accuftomed to
the Freedom of Britons, have the more
patiently born the Reftraints, to which
they were condemned.  And, Ithe more
carneftly prefs thefe Confiderations upon
my Readers, and offer them, wich alt
due Submiffion, to thofe who'now are, or.
may hereafter be, -our Legiflators; be-

caufe,
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162 CONSIDER A T1ONS

caufe, it has been Here publickly affirm-
ed, Thart the prefenc unhappy Plague in
France might, by keeping careful Guard,
be confined wichin the Walls of Marfeilles ;
fo that nonc of the adjacent Villages
fhould {uffer any Thing by it ; unlefs fome
Perfons, finding Means to efcape, {hould
carry the Infection along with them,

Since the Time, whercin this Opinion
was advanced antongft us, it is well
known, That the Irench have kept care-
ful Guard, with the ftricteft Severity, and
with great Expence: And to what Pur-
pofe: Do we find Now, that They have
been able, with all thefe fpecious Limita-
tions, , o reftrain the Infe@ion within
any determined Bounds? Or, can tliey
yet fo much as gucfs at its Confines? If
the conftant Tenour of all the publick
Intelligences deferves Credit,. thefe Facts
merit, at leaft, our {erious Attentiomn.
Indeed, it appears, that neitlier the Pro-
grefs -of this Peftilence has been hinder-
cd, nor the Maligiiity of it cured, by any
of the Means hitherto ufed by either the
Magiftrates, or the Phyficians: Info-
much that, they Now exprefs their uteer
Defpair. And, it feems, atlaft, evidenc
to them, That the Air does diffule the
Secds of Infection, which way focver its

Cur-

on PESTILENCES. 163
Curtent tends ; notwithftanding the frict
Prohibition of Intercourfe with the Places
infeéed.

Having, thercfore a fevere Warning

.from the deplorable Condition of the Pro-

venfals, let us beware of imitating their
Practices, on the like Occafion ; which,
fince they have proved ineffectual, it would
be very inhuman to repeat; efpecially
wheh, knowing cheir Fate, we cannot

plead the Excufe of Ighorance.

If ever, then, we fhould have Reafonto
entertain the leaft Sufpicion of a Pefti-
lence beginning in or near this populous
City ; (a Suppofition of the utmoft Hor-
rour and Compaflion!) "Let Us, and let
our Pofterity, reject the Advice of fhut-
ting up People in Lazarétto's and Hofpi-
tals, as” well as of immuring them in.
theit own Dwellings: Nor yet, ought the
Inhabitants to be debarred, by Lines and
Guards, from flying to their proper Places
of Refuge. On the contrary ; let the
Perfons infected be removed immediately
into the moft open Air ; and, if the Wea-
ther be not too rigorous, to the very Sum-
mits of the higheft Ground about the City.
There let them abide, encamped with

Fires round them, atconvenient Diftances.
‘ M % Nei:
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164 CONSIDER ATIONS

Neither let us imagine, that the Sick of
this Diftemper will fuffer any Prejudice
by remaining in Tents on dry Ground, in
the hot Months. At lecaft, let the Win-
dows of all Houfes be kept open, within
the City and its Suburbs. Indeed, all
Perfons, whofe Circumftances will allow

ity fhould (fo far from being reftrained)

be encouraged to remove into the Coun-
tiy, and to expofe themfelves to the frefh-
eft Air, during fuch a Scafon: And, let
fuch, as areunable to defray the Expence,
be provided with Tents and Neceffaries,
at the Coft of the Publick. Morcover, let

-drefhWater be plentifully conveyed to thofe

Airy Encampments ; for which there are

-many fpacious Heaths and rifing Grounds,
at proper Diftances from London. Laftly,

Jet no Man be allowed to adminifter fuch

-Medicines to the Sick, as have ever fail-

ed of curing, upon the Experience of
former Ages, and the late dear-bought
Knowledge of the prefent: For, this
would be only to repeat the Sufferings of
the French, as well as of thofe paft Times,
wherein the fpecious Prefcriptions of For-
mal Practitioners were found to be Infig-

nificant, not to fay Hurtful, and even
Deftructive.

S,
The

4 3
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The Free-Thinker.

Al

. Friday, ymze 2. Numb. CCCXXXIV.

HERE yet remain, unmention-
ed, Two Sorts of Natural Sub-

ftances, which are fuppofed to

have been the Caufes of Peftilences ; One,
the putrid Bodigs of dead Men, or other
Creatures; the Other, Infects, and di-
minutive Animals, hardly (if at all) per-
ceptible by our Senfes. - :

This later Opinion feems to be but a

meer Conjecture ; And even Hodges re-

je&ts it, as follows, ¢ Touching the
“ celebrated Kircher's Do&rine of an a-
“ nimated Production of Worms ; 1 inge-
“ nuoufly confefs, that by the beft Af-
“ fiftance of a Microfcope, I have not
hitherto been able to difcover it; nei-
ther, did I ever receive fuch an Expea
riment from another, though never fo

“ fharp fighted : But, perhaps, fome Al-
¢ lowance is to be made for Us dim I-
M 3  flanders,
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166 CoONSIDERATIONS

« flanders, whofe thick Air is not favour-
¢ able to that cxquifitc Penetration of
“ the Iralians. But, without Offence to
““ [0 great a Name; it feems to me alto-
¢« pether difconfonant to Reafon, that a
 peflilential Seminary fhould breed zhe
« faid Infeits; fince, it is both nitrous
¢ “and poifonous. -

“ As, in putrid Fevers, {fo more in-
ftantly in a Peflilence, the Malignity
drives away Warms, and forces them
to crawl out, yet alive; fo far is it
from being true, that they are genera-
ted out of the faid Seed: In certain ma-
lignant and capcerous Ulers, as like-
‘wife in the Blood of fome Men, wormy
Animalcules may fometimes be formed ;
which, T fuppofe, owingto a peculiar
Vicioufnefs of the nutritions Fuice, ra-
ther than to # Poifon 5 and therefore,
“ This ought not to be enumerated a-
“ mongft the true Caufes of a Peftilence,

4
¢

"~

~

14
11
{1
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-

4

Loy
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But, not to infift on this Author’s
Way of Reafoning; if we confider the
valt Extent of Land, over which the
Peftilence fuddenly fpread from the Tem-
ple of Apolls, in the Reign of the Emperor
Virus, and the mighty Devaftation at-
tending it ; and the Progrefs of another

- ‘ Plaguc,

R a1 (e TR IR i o A £ T
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Plague, which, beginning in Cathay,
came {o far as Fnglend, in the Year s 348;
it will not be eafy to fuppofe, that
Swarms of lictle Infeéts, which no Man
ever faw, can be the Caufe of fuch diffu-

five Infetions. |

A S to the Putrefaition of dead Bodies;
by the unqueftioned Evidence of Hilto-
rians, ‘This appears to have, at leaft,
concurred wich other Caufes of a Pelti-
lepce, and to have born a Share in the
Blame. We have an Inftance of this
Kind in Ammianys, fpeaking of an In-
fe@tion, thac did not, indeed, fp‘read 0-
ver the Country; but was confined to
Awmida, a City in Mefapotamia. In this
City ({ays He) where the Multitude of
Corpfes fiattered through the Streets, [ur-
mounted the Duties of Interiment, to fo
many Evils was a Peftilence added 5 which
was nourifbed by the Corruption of Bodies
breeding Worms, by kot Vapours, zzm{ by
the Commion People languifbing variois
Ways. Then, giving the Notion of the
Philofophers and Phyficians concerning
Peftilences in General; he concludes with
the following Account. When they bad
been [battered by this defirultive Peft, end
a few, oppreffed by the Throng, perifhed
by the immoderate Heat 5 at length, 1 the

| M 4 Night
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Night folZo-wing the Tenth Day, Small

Showers diffipated the [Fagnating condenfed
Vapour; and a found Health of Body was
recovered, . !

This Hiftorian, in his foregoing Book,
defcribes the Situation of Amida, in thefe
Words.  On the South. Side It is wafbed
by the near dpproach of the bending Streams
of the Tigris: On that Side, which is op-
pofed to the Eaft Winds, It overlooks the
Plains of Melopotamia: On the Part
obnoxious to the North Wind, being near to
the River Nymphaus, It is awrﬁarlowm’
by the Summits of ‘Tauruss which divides
the Nations on’ the other Side of Tigris
Jrom Armenia : Where it lies open to the
Weftern Breez, it borders on Gumarhena
Cor Comagenal a fertile Country, and
equally fruitful by Tillage ; wherein there
25 a Village, named Abarne, famons forits
bealing hot Baths. Now, in the very
Middle of Amida, under the Cafite, rifes a
plentifid Spring ; the Water whereof may,
indeed, be drank, thoungh it Smells offen-
Svely from evaporated Heats. o

Hereupon, ‘we may firft obferve, thac
this City lies in the fame Tract of Land
with Selencia : Tn the nexe Place, thatthe
Peflilence, here mentjoned by Ammia-

/RN

-
T T e e e T '
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nus, feems to have happened upon a great
Slaughter of Men; whofe Bodies cor-
rupted above Ground, and bred Worms.
Such putrid Steams may, indeed, be 2
concurrent Gaufe of a Peftilential Sick-
nefs like This; which was of a fhort
Duration, and diffipated by fimall Show-
ers : And yer, fome Exhalations of a
Naphthitick Naturc mighe likewife be
lodged, at the fame time, in the ftagna-
ting Air, - and be precipicated, or born
down, by the Rain; clpecially, if we
reflect upon the Neighbouring Hot Baths,
and the Spring in the Center of the City,
which the Heats made offenfive. Hence,
that active Principle, fo manifeftly pecu-
liar to Naphtha, may here be very juftly
fuppofed to have been kindled by “thefe
Heats ; though not to fuch a Degree, or
in fuch a Quantity, as when it taints the
Air through many Countries: And there-
fore did this Peftilence, probably, finifh
its Coutfe in Eleven Days, upon the fal-
ling of gentle Showers.

OF the forementioned Plague, in the
Year 1348, the French Hiftorian M E-
ZE R AY fpeaks thus: During all thefe
Times Mankind was afflited with 4l the
Scourges of Heaven. ~An univerful Earth-
quake, that reached even France and the

Noy-
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170 CONSIDERATIONS

Nortbhern Countries, overturned whole Ci-

ties, unrooted Trees, and Mountatins; and

 filled the Plains with Gulphs of fich a

Depth. that it [eemed as if Hell threat-
72;?4/) to’ fiwallow the Race of Men.  This
Difafter was uot [o great, nor attended
with fuch fatal Effelts, as were produ-
ced by a Pefilence, which unpeopled the
Face' of the Earth of more than Half the
Inpabitants, It is [aid, that & Globe of

finking, enflamed Vapour, falling from the

Sky, in the Kingdom of Cathay, fpread it
[eIf move than an Hundred Leagues around;
and, baving laid the whole Country wafie,
it left fuch an Infeition in the Hir, as en-
gendered this Malignity:  Which proved
crel in Afia, and m Afiica ; more furious
i Traly and Blungary ;5 but, alittle lefs
wmortal in Germany, gnd in France.

This gives me an Occafion to recur to
what has been faid * of the frequent
Return of the Plague, formerly, amongft
Us. And, the, Peflilences, which 1
have met with in our Hiftories, before
the Bills of Mortality were regulatly con-
tinued, are in or about the following
Years 3 beginning with the Sicknefs in

# N9, CCCXVIIL

Four- |

-~
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Fourteen Hundred Seventy Six, and Seven-
ty Nine; which may probably be the
fame, continued. Thefe Years, then,
arc 1497 and 98; 1501 ; 1921 1526
15315 15405 15433 15455 1564
15923 1593 Which Two laft' Ycars are
in the Regiffer ; though, bur defedtively.
And of the Year Fifteen Hundred, Twenty

Six, it may be remarked; that the Pe-

ftilencethen raged through the Winter;
infomuch, that all Communication wich
the Court being forbid, and -the ufual
Diverfions of the Chriffmas Holidays
{ufpended, it was called THE STILL
CHRISTMAS. | -

NOW, upon the Whole ; - it may be
true, That the Peflilential Vapours,
which reached into England in Sixteen
Hundred, Sixty Five, were firft wafted to
Poland from the Eaff ; and there blend-
ed with grofler Steams, rifing out of the
Morafles of that Country: Which Sup-
pofition will very naturally account for
the * Scorbutick Taint; that (according
to Hodges) was complicated with our
laft Plague. .

- - -

# N°. CCCX.
And,

"'..:'.—”“I
;
SN

A,

AT B R

N

i
yi

) Pyt ALY T G R S n s S RN e~ - NS N,



. M e R R N L T

i
v
|
<
by
[
k&
4
)
P
b
-
|
]
A
[
]
|
|
{
)

ul 5 s

il 172 CONSIDERATION on PESTILENCES. 173

il :j[_.?i And, indeed, the morc critical we are , _ |
SRt in our Enquiries into thefe fubtil Opera- o_f Hippocrates, fufficiently curious, pa-
el tions of Natural Subftances ; ecither by tient, and exact, to make juft Obferva-
A confidering their Progrefs through diffe- tions on thefe fecret Workings of Nature ;
it rent Climates, whereby they frequently notwithftanding they are of the greateft
gl receive Aleerations, as well by the Addi- Concern to Mankind!  And, therefore i
i) tion of fome ncw Matter, as by lofing ] 15 that I have ftudioufly avoided, in
o fomewhat of their original Force; or by | thefe Papers, to tranferibe the Accounts
’ obferving, how they may be diverted in, of I?efhlenccs, written by Authors, whofe
their Courfe, and haftened, or rerarded Curiofity and Judgment are equally to
in their Motion: The ftricter, I fay, we. be fufpe&ed; cither from their ownIn-
: cxamine into thefe and other natural Gir- - capacity, or ffo}’“ the Ignorance of the
cumftances; the more Reafon fhall we | Ages, or Countrics, wherein they lived.

have to be jealous of the Truth of thofe . §
Doctrines and Accounts, which moft |
Writers, from the Time of Galen, have

ialnplicitly tranfcribed, one from the 0. § The Conclufion of zhe foregoing Papers.
ther. . - d
And, this Jealoufy ought to be flill  § : o ’
the ftronger; becaufe we %ec the Genera- g Friday, June 9. Numb. CCCXXXVI
lity, who pretend to ftudy Nature, fo i
clofely wedded to Zheories in Philofophy, §‘ |
as to take them for Better, for Worlc. : HE Sum of the whole Argument,
Thus, keeping their carly Vows invio- |} deduced through a long and pain-
lable, they grow ecnamoured with Preju-  § ful Enquiry, amounts to the fub-
dices ; and thereby, neglect to fer down  §  fequent Conclufions. :
certain Notices, that might illuftrate the
Truth to After-times, when it came to | 1. Our laft Peftilence, and all the
be confidered with Impartiality. - Morc- Preceding of the fame Kind, owed their
over, how Few are there, {ince the Days Rife to foreign Countries ; as may like-
| of wife be faid of That, which now affli&s
France. 2. The
R
1
.\
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2. The Caufcs of Peftilences are Na-
tural Subftances: And confequently, not
Volatile Salts; nor any other Artificial
Extra®s, or Things, that have never
been fhewan to fubfift in Nature.

3. Thefe Caufes arc fuch Bodics, as
ar¢ fo light and minute that they may
be wafted in the Air; frequently imper-
ceptible to our Senfes; and fometimes

denfe enough to be perceived.

4. They are likewife fuch, as may re-
main, in the Form of Vapours, during
Months, and Ycars; unlefs they are
diffipated, or deftroyed, by fome power-
ful Caufe.

s. In which Cafe, any lurking Sceds
may infe particular Perfons, whofe
Bodies are predifpofed to reccive them;
even after the Air is clear of them,

6. Their Alivity is often checked,
during a Seafon ; and, fo long, their

Power of Infccting is, thereby, propor- -

tionably diminifhed. |

7. A Diffufive Contagion wholly de-
pends upon fuflicient Quantities of Pefti-
lential Exhalations in the Air, and a due
Temper of Weather. 8. It

Al 8, 4" oty e L D M o et

ot PrstiveNces, 175

8. It -does not appear, that the Pefli-
lence can pafs from onc Perfon to afno-
ther, at a Diftance, if there be fior fome
Peftilential Vapour in the Air, by meang
whercof the Steam from the Infected may
run, like a Train of Wildfire, to the
Healchful.

9. The Peftilence fpreads niote o lefs.
according to the Quantity of thefe Exlis.
lations wafied in the Air, and the Aptnefs
of tlie Seafon to cherith and communicate
them in their Vigour: Which has often
happened in the Autumn ; and fonictimes
in the Winter, as well as the Summey

. )

>

Montlis.

10. Peflilences rife gradually to a
Height, if not interrupted: And their
Decteafe is fwifter than their Incteafe,

11, When the Peftilential Exhalarions
meet with any Interruption (fiuch as fiay
happen from contrary, or cold dry Winds)
the Infection then fluGtuates accord-

mgly.

12. When thefe Exhalations are {pent
or the whole Collection of them is pr‘e:
cipitated out of the Air; (as frequently

hapg)ens\by Rains) the Contagioufiefs
ccafes,

13. Thefg
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13, Thefe Exhalations pafs often in a
Current from onc Country to anothers
Within the Verge or Limits whereof the
Sicknefs is contagious ; and, out of which
malignant Air, particular Perfons, who
happen to have any Seeds of the Infec-
tion lodged within, or about them, may
ficken even to Death ; but then they do
not communicate the Diftemper to o-

thers.

14. ‘The Countries, whetein the fore-
mentioned Kind of Peftilence is known
to be a Native, do abound in Naphtha,
or in Maltha; which are Natural Pro-
ductions, whofe known Powers anfwer

“to the Effects of this fiery fort of Pefti-

lences.

r5. Confequently; it feems very pro-
bable, that They, or fome other Bodies
of the like Nature, arc the genuine
Caufes of fuch Peftilences. |

16. When Exhalations of this Kind
pafs through different Climates aad over
different Lands, other Vapours, pecu-
liar to fome of thofe Countries, may mix
with them, |

x7. Hence

ALY Ay Y D et
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17. Hence may arife a great Variety
of Symptoms in Peftilénces, as they ap-
pear in divers Places, remote from the
Regions, which gave Birth to the ficft
Exhalations.

18. The Expedients (mentioned by
the Ancients) for éxtinguithing Naphtha,
when it has taken fite, arc advifed as
proper for deftroying and curing a Pefli-
lence, by the Greek and other Phyficians;
and this, merely from their Experience;
and not from any Knowledge, or Su-
{picion of this particular Caufe.

19. "The Method, whereby the Euro-
peanMerchants, refiding in Syria, fecure
themfelves from the Peftilence, is as con-
{onant to the whole Series of Obfervati-
ons, laid down.in the foregoing Papers,
as it is fuccefsfal.

20, That Method (encamping on the

Mountains, in the hot Months, wherein
the Péftilence rages in the Lower Coun-
tries) is directly oppofite to the - Prac-
tice of fhutting up Perfons in their

Houfes, or in Lazaretto’s; or of pre-

venting Men: from the frec Enjoyment of
the open Air ; in which they ought to be
cncouraged, rather than reftrained.

’ N 21, Where-

L S I
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2.1. Wherefore Lincs, Guards, and e-
ven Quarantines, are of no Service; but
rather contribute to encreafe the Motta-
lity amongft the People.

22, And this laft Remark anfivers, in
Facl; to the beft Obfervations made up-
on former Peftilences ; as well as to the
prefent Experience of the Provenfals.

2.3. We may now 'pcrceive the Rea-
fon, why no Compofitions of Drugs,

hitherto ufed, have ever appeared to be

ferviceable in curing thefe Peflilences ;
fince, That can only be effected by de-
ftroying the Caufe; whether in the
Air, or in the Bodies of Men, and in all
Things round them.

24. Now, the Caufe of thefc Pefli-
lences of Eaffern Original can be deftroy-
ed by none of the Medicines commonly
ufed: For, high and {pirituous' Cordials,
however they may cherifh-and fupport
the Spirits, are apt to inflame: And
Sudorificks, in fo much as they power-
fully heat at firft, and, after they have
taken Effect, extreamly weaken and dif-
pirit, muft be at leaft unferviceable, if
not pernicious,

2.5.Where-
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25. Wherefore, the fimpleft and moft
common natural Subftances, fuch as fine
Earths well wafhed, and good Water,
have been recommended by ancient Phy-
ficians; the later of which has been ufed
with Succefs in our Jaft Plague.

26. Tris o be {ufpeded, that the ad-
miniftring of Drugs growing in hot
Countries (which have imbibed the fiery
Particles of their native Soil) has de-
ftroyed whole Nations, trufling to their
Efficacy in Peftilential Sickneffes : Where-
fore none of the old, nor of the modern
Alexipharmicks, which by fufficient Ex-
perience have proved hurtful, ought c-
ver to be repeated on the like Occafions.

27. The Refule from this whole Fn-
quiry is; That, when any Country is
vifited by a Peftilence, the Spirits of the
People ought to be refrethed and pre-
ferved by all Methods, that will not in-

terfere with the main Defign of extin-
‘guifhing the peftilential Flame. Where-

forc the freeft Ufe of the open frefh Ait
is to be principally recommended: And
fuch Air, as is leaft tainted with the in-

fe@ious Exhalations, is to be found up-

on open, rifing, dry Grounds, and

Mountains. \
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AND now, I can affure my Readers,
that it is as pleafing to Me, as it can be
to any of Them, to fee this Subject
brought at laft, toa Conclufion: A Sub-
je& (of what ever Ule it may prove to
the Publick) wherein T have been far
from fecking, and yet farther from find-
“ing, my private Advantage; or even any
SatisfaGtion, befides what refults from a
Confcioufnefs, that I have employed my
“beft Endecavours to refcue the Lives, the
Libertics, the Trade of my Fellow-Citi-
zens (in the moft effe@unal Manner I
could lcarn by the moft diligent Enqui-
vies) from a threatening Calamity, the

moft terrible ac leaft, if not the moft

griecvous, that can befal a Nation.

Many other Things I could, indeed,
have faid, more” fully to illuftrate and
fupvore feveral of the Obfervations made
in the Courfc ‘of thefe Papers: But, the
Generality have as little Paticnce, as
Curiofity ; and there.. has been enough
{aid to awakei the Attention of the Few,
vho have Inclination and Capacity to
cxamine farther into the Reafonablencfs
of thefe Notions. What ever has been ad-
vanced is freely fubmitted to their Con-
fideration, with this fincere Declaration,
that the Iatention of the Author, wlhe-

ther
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ther on this, or any other Cccafion, is

neither to propagate, ‘nor to defend an
Errour ; and confequently, not to gain-
fay-a Truth,

As to the Tedioufnefs of the Subjet,
I beg lcave only to add, inmy own De.-
fence; That I have been very fenfible,
froth the Beginning, it would be thought
tirefome, and improper for fingle Papers :
But then, knowing it to be of the ut-
moft Importance, and having not Lei-
fure to treatit in another Method; Ne-
ceflity, not Choice, has made me wrefs
pafs upon the Indulgency, thewn to my
Labours. |
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—

T

The Free-'T hinker.

Nec poterat quifquam repeviviy quem neque
1m0rons, |
Nec sors, nec luitus tentaret tempore tali.

LUCRET.

]

FEriday, Dec. 16, Numb. CCLXXXVL 1720,

Otwithftanding the Tranflation of
Thucydides, 4y Mr. Hobbs, s
defervedly eftecined ;5 yer I thonght

my Readers wonld not excufe me, if 1 tran-

[eribed from him the following Paffage,

f%%c/a is an Entertainment proper for this

ay.

THE Winter, now expiting, conclu-
ded the ficft Year of this War: And, no
fooncr did the Summer begin, than the
Peloponnefians and their Allies made an
Irruption, as before, into Attica ; and
pitching there, wafted the Country. Not

many

o PESTILENCES. 183'

many Days after they came into Artica,
the Sicknefs firft began to feize the Athe-
nians 3 faid to have raged before through
divers Places, as well about Lemmnos, as
in other Regions. Certain it is, We
have no mention, that either {fo great a
Pcflilence, or the like Mortality amongft
Men, ever happened any Where, For,
neither were the Phyficians, prefcribing
at {irft through Tgnorance, able to cure ;
but Themfelves moftly died, as They vi-
fited moft: Neither did any other hu-
man Skill avail. Even Supplications in
the Temples, or Enquiries of Oracles,
and other Refources of this Kind, as
many as were tryed, proved all incffec-
tual: So that, they at laft gave them
aver, fubmitting to the Evil. -

It firft began (as they fay) in the
o Ethiopia above _Eygypt, and defeend-
ed, aftérwards, into _Zigypt, and Libya,
and far within the Dominions of the King.
Into the City of the Athenians it fell un-
expededly ; and firft atracked the Inha-
bitants of the Peirean Port; whereupon
it was faid, that the Pelgponnefians ha
calt Poifons into the Water Pits: For,
as yet, no Springs had been difcovered
There. At laft, it removed up into

the City ; and then, much greater Num-
| N 4 bers
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1 84 CONSIDER ATIONS

bers died. Now, let every One, Phyfi-
cian or Private-Man, dcclare, fo far as
he knows, whence this might probably
happen; and what Caufes, he thinks,
might have a Power fuflicient to work fo
great a Change: 1 fhall only declare of
what Kind it was; and by what Indica-
tions judging, if it thould happen here-
after, any One, inftructed before-hand,
may beft be able to know it: Thefe
Things will T manifeft; having my felf
been-ill, and feen others in their Tlnefs.

Now, this Yecar, (as generally ac-
knowledged) was of all the moft healthy,
with regard to other Indifpofitions: Or,
if any One had an Ailment, all turned

-into This. But, Perfons in full Health,

without any apparent Caufe, were fud-
denly feized firft with violent Burnings
in the Head, and Rednefles, and an
Inflammation in the Eyes. Inwardly,
both the Throat and the Tongue foon
grew bloody ; and the Breath iffued forth
offenfive and putrid. Next to thefe fuc-
ceeded a Sncezing and an Hoarfenefs ;
and, not long after, a Pain fcll into the
Cheft, with a violent Cough: And, when
it had fettled in, and quite fubverted, the
Stomach, then enfued Evacuations of the
Bile, of cvery {ort ever mentioned by

Phyficians,

and Watching.
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Phyficians, accompanied with great Mi-
fcry. Many likewife were taken with
an empty Hickup, caufing a firong Con-
vulfion, thatin fome ceafed immediately,
in others much later.

The Body, outwardly examined, was
ncither very warm, nor pallid; burred-
difh, livid, pucting forth litctle Pufiules
and Ulcers. Burt, the inward Parts fo

burned, that none could bear the Cover-

ings of the flighteft Garments, nor of
the fineft Linnens, nor any Thing, be-
fide Nakednefs; and, what they moft
defired was to throw Themiclves into
cold Water; and many of the Perféns,
who were negledted, labouring with
a continual Thirft, plunged into Wells:
But, whether they drank more, or Iels,
the Effc& was the fame; and they were
troubled with a perperual Reftlefnefs,
Neither did the Body,
fo long as the Diftemper continued at the
Height, wafte and languifh; buc refifted
the Mifery, beyond Expectation: Info-
much, that the Generality died of the
inward Burning, within Nine, or Seven
Days, while yet they had fome Strength
remaining ; ox, if they efcaped this Try-
al, the Difeafe falling into the Belly, and
caufing there a violent Exulceratiqnl,

with
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186 CONSIDER ATIONS

with the Addition of an immoderate
Flux, many at laft dicd, chrough Weak-
nefs. For, beginning from above, the
Malady, which fit feized the Head
pafled through the whole Body. And,
if any onc furvived the worft, this was
very apparent by the exteeme Parts ; for
it brokc out in the Privy-Members, thc’:
Fingers, and the Tocs; with the Lofs of
which, many efcaped. Some likewife
loft their Eyes: Qthers, upon their Re-
covery, were immediately raken with a
total Oblivion of all Things; fo as nei-
ther to know Themfelves, nor their
Friends and Relations, |

Language cannot cxprefs the Manner
of this Sicknefs; which was not only
too fevere for human Nature, bue like-
wife appeared to be of a foreign Kind
chiefly by the following Gircumftances.
The Winged and Four-foored Animals,
that ufually prey upon Men, though
Multitudes lay unburied, either came not
near them, or if they tafted, died. As a
farther Proof; therc was a manifeft Scar-
city of fuch Birds; and they were nei-
ther feen clfewhere, nor hovering abouc
the Carkafles.  But the Effects were yet
more vifible in the Dogs, by reafon of
their Familiarity wich Men. -

Such

on PESTILENCES, 187

Such, upon the whole f?wt to menti-
on many particular Sufierings, which
happened to onc different from another) .
was the Appearance of this Diftemper:
Neither were they infefted, during that
Time, with any of the ufual Difeafes;
but every Indifpofition cnded in This,
Some dicd through want of Attendance ;
and others, though attended with all
poflible Care: And, it cannot be faid,
wherein Medicines proved of any Advan-
tage 3 fince, what relicved one was pre-
judicial to another: Neither was the
Conflitytion of the Body, whether
firong or weak, af any Significancy 1n
this Cafe ; for it fwept away all, under
what Regulation {foever or Method of
Cure they were confined.

But the greateft Cruelty of this whole
Evil, was -the Defpondency, which c-
very one felt upon falling Sick, (for the
Mind taking at once a Turn to Defpair,
they abandoned themfelves, and made no
Refiftance) and that they perifhed like
Sheep, one infecting another; which,
indeed, was what moft increafed the
Mortality : For, if, out of Fear, they
forbore to vifit onc another, they died
forlorn ; and many Families became de-
folate, for want of Affiltance ; and if
| | they
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they vifited, they. likewife died;. princi-
pally thofe, who had a Senfe of Vertue:
For, thinking. it a Difhonour to fpare
Themfelves, they went in to cheir
Iriends; fecing the very Domefticks, o-
vercome by the vaft Calamity, were at
laft tired out, and unmoved with the La-
mentations and Groans of the Dying.
Morcover, thofe who had efcaped, did
more abundantly commiferatc both the
Dead and the Sick; as having before had
Expericnce of their Sufferings, and find-
ing themfelves now fecure from the Dan-
ger: For, it never took the fame Perfon
twice, fo as to prove fatal. They were
likewife accounted Happy above all
Men: And even They themfelves, inthe
Excefs of their prefent Joy, conceived a
flattering Hope, never, for the Time to
come, to die of any other Ditemper.

The carrying of all Things from the
Country into the City, was an Addition
to their prefent AffliGion, and no lefs a
Calamity to the People, who flocked in.
For, having not Houfes, but dwelling,
in the hot Seafon of the Year, in flifling
Hucs, the Mortality exceeded all Order;
for, the Dying lay in Heaps upon the
Dead, crowding up the Streets; and
round all the Fountains lay Men half-

dead,

. %on PESTILENCES, 189

dead, -gafping for Water. The' very
Temples, wherein they had fet up Dwel-
ling-Tents, were filled with the Bodies,
that died thiere : For, the Evil raging be-
yond Meafure, and Men not knowing
what to do, they grew wholly regatdlels
of any Diftinction berween Things Holy
and Prophane. All the Laws, by whith
they were wont to regulite Funerals,
were violated ; and they buried,  every
one, where they could: Through the
Want of Convenicncies, arifing from fé-
quent Funerals, many commitred fiame-
ful Indecencies: For, fome laid cheir
Dead upon, and put Fire to, the Pilesof -
others, preventing thoft, who built them ;
and others, bearing a dead Body, would
throw it upon another, that was burning,

-and go away.

The great Licentioufnefs, which, in
other Refpedts, likewife prevailed in
the City, began from this Sicknefs. For,
what a Man would before have diflem-
bled, he durlt now freely own. to be
done out of mere Voluptuoufnels; fee-
ing fo fwift a Change, by the Rich dy-
ing, and Perfons, worth nothing, inhe-
riting their Affluence: - So that they
thought it reafonable vo fnatch all Enjoy-
ments, and accclerate their Pleafures;

per-
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.perfwaded, they held both their Lives
and their Poflcflions, only by the Day.

No Man was forward to honourable
Fatigues; thinking it uncerrain, whether
he might live to accomplifh them: But,
whatever was thought pleafant, ora pre-
fent. Gain, was efteemed honeft and ad-

‘vantagious : Neither did the Fear of the
'Gods, nor any Law of Men, reftrain
them: Becaufé, on onc hand, to worthip,
“or not to worfhip ,feemed a Matter of In-
difference, fince all were obferved to pe-

rifh alike; on the other, not onc of the §.

Offenders expected his Life would be
prolonged to reccive Punithment from
Juftice : And, imagining a much heavicr
Judgment to hang over them, they re-
folved, before it fell, to enjoy, at leaft,
fomewhat of Life.

Mul-
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. R
Multarum femina reryms.-
Effe fupra docui, que funt vitalia nobis ;
Lt contra, quee fint morbo, mortique neceffe off
Multa volare. LucrEeT,

Friday, December 30. Numb, CCXC.

. Aving given,. to.the Curious, *
Four Papers under the Title of

. TRANSACTIONS, it is now
Time to add a Fifih to them, as'my Ka-
lendar for the Year now expiring: Where-
in I fhall note the Seafons in their natu-
ral Order, with the moft marerial Occur-
rences, whether they be. fuch as in any
Meafure were influenced - by the Courfe
of the Year, or other Incidents proper
to be tranfimitted to Pofterity. T

In the Beginning of the Spring (the
preceding Winter having bce[?l d%y(atl:;
mild) Men were not without Appiehen-
fions, that the Summer would advance.
before the Springs could rife, and-;the,

e

¥ N° 181, 183, 185, 187,
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192 CONSIDERATIONS

Ponds and Ditclies be filled with fufficient
Supplics of Water for the Ufes of the
Country. Thefe Apprchenfions were
encreafed by the unufiial Heats, obferv-
ed in the Beginning of Aprif, and conti-
nuing till about the middle of the
Montch : But then, the North- Eqaff Winds
rifing ; ‘Thunder and Lightning, attended
with violent Rains, on a fudden intro-
duced the defired - Alreration. Toward
the End of April, the Wefferly Winds pre-
vailed ; whereupon the Air grew clear

agaii, and watm.

~Tn My, tlie North- Eaff Wind retuencd,
with Thundet and Lightuing; at the
Time, when tlie Balrick Seas began to
thaw, and lic opén to Mariners. Next,
fucceeded a Nprth Wind; which, pre-
vailing gréatly ‘over the Hear, introduced
1. Kind of Winter: -And thus the Wea-
ther continued through the later Part of
Mzy, and the Beginning of Fune ; info-
much that, the #efférly Winds, which
followed, bringing on heivy Rains in
abundance, the Meadows ‘werc flouded,
in many Parts of the Ifland, asis com-
mon in Winter. - And indced, the Rains

had fo diluted the Earth, and chilled

and moiftened the Air, that we werc not
in the leaft fenfible of the: ordinary
Effects of Summer. Thele
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.. Thefc Rains ccafed on the Iifth of
June, in the Evening ; aficr a Day rc-
fembling in cevery Refpe& (bating the
Length) che moft wee and drizzly Days
ncar the Winter-Solftice. Then blew the
Laflerly Winds afrefh, in a clear SKy, as
is vfually fcen carly in the Spring ; and
the Air grew fo keen, that, on the Sivth
and- the Seventh of June, the Ficlds were,
in -the Morning, covered with a Hoar
Irofl.

~ On the Eighth and Niuth, the South-
Weft Wind was heard, attended with
April Weather 5 the Sun gleaming, by
Intervals, between the Showers: And, in
the Afternoon of the Niuth Day, dark
Clouds, charged with Thunder, were
ufhered in, by a brisk Gale from the
North-Eaff. 'This cold Wind prevailing,
a fierce Storm of Hail followed upon the
Thundet ; and much Rain enfued, with
bleak EafferlyWinds, till after the So/ffice;
when the Weather, about the Tawenticth
of Fume, grew Hot: Neverthelefs, the
unkindly Winds . (not unufual in May)
were unfeafonably repeated untl the
End of this Month. |

_Through all chis Variety of Wind and
Weather, the Changes of Diftempers in
O human
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104 CONSIDER ATIONS

human Bodics were exactly correfpon-
dent to the Aleerations in the Scafons;
the Phyficians obferving the Spring Apues
to rcturn in the Beginning, and the dum-
mer-Difeafes in the End of Fune, ‘

The Corufeations, called the Northern
‘Dawn, were feen in the Months of Fe-
briuary and Offober ;5 the Scafons, where-
in they appeared in the foregoing Years.
So that, the fame general Conftitution
of Naturc fcems {lill to continuc; at
leaft, in this Refpc&t; Though our
Weather has been influenced by the
Winds blowing from the #eflern Ocean ;
and has confequently proved more rainy,
than in the immediately preceding Years.

The laft of thofe Years was remarka-
ble, almoft univerfally, for Heac and
Drought; at leaft over all Enrgpe, and
other Parts, froni whence we could fe-
ceive any cxact Accounts. And here, it
may bec worthy our Obfervation, that
Homer, in his Fitt liad, afligns the
Caufe of the Peflilence, raging in the
Grecian Camp, to the Darts, that Apolls
fhot amongft the Troops, in his Anger:
Which, taken out of the Mythick Lan-
guage, fignifics the Rays of the Sunin
their full Vehemence; "a Caufe, which

feems
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fecems to have been lately verified by
{evere Experience in France.  The Syrian
Peftilence, which fivept away the Inha-
bitants of Marfeilles, and infected other
Towns in Provence, raged moft, during
the Droughts and Heats of this laft Sum-
mer ; For, there the Seafon was hot and
dry, as in the former Year ; notwithftand-
ing that Great-Britain has, ever fince the
Spring, continucd independent of thofe
Laws, which have over-ruled the Sou-

thern Continent.

With us, the Winter has, hitherto,
been mild and rainy, and the Earth nei-
ther covered with decp Snows, nor bound
up by hard Frofts; art leaft in the South
Parts of the Ifland. The Waters have
overflowed the Low-lands ; the Paftures
have, cvery where, been fufliciently
drenched ; and the Cactle fupplicd with
freth Herbage: By which Means, the.
Husbandman faves much of his dry Fod-
der, and has the Profpect of a plentiful

Year. | .

Tt is a common Opinion, that fharp,
frofty Winters arc the moft favourable vo
our Tillage, and agrec beft with our Ve-
getables, as well as with our healthy
Animals. Neverthelefs, the Expericnce
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of thefe laft Thirty Years fhews, that
the Price of Corn has fallen in our Mar-
kets, according as the Winters have been
imoift and open; and that, there has bees
aScarcity, as often as they proved fevere

and dry.” And, indced, a keen, lafting

Froft cannot well be fuppofed agrccable

ro the tender Plants and Grains, which,
at firft imported from warmer Climaces,

are now become a confiderable Share of
our ordinary Food: ‘And, as for the
Weeds, the fpontancous Growth of our
Soil, their Luxuriancy may ‘always be
fubdued by the Dili gence of the Gardiner,
the Planter, and the Plowman, -

IWheat isthe Native of a hot Climarte;
and is therefore preferved here, by being
fowed betrimes in the Autumn, that it
may take root, and fpring up before the
Frofts; which then only check its too
forward Growth. And tliough the {trong
Grains of Wheat do, by this Advantage,;
fazvive a long frofly Seafon ;- yet
enc weaker perifh.” Wherefore, though
the Choice of Wheat, and other foreign
Vegetables, having ftrength to refift the
Severity of the Weather, may ripen to
more than ordinary Perfetion; yet fo
great a Plenty is not to be expedted, as
happens after midler Winters, wherclill,'

A the
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the moré¢ feeble Grains cin thrive, and
encreafe the Harvéft to a whole Crop.

Our labouring Animals ar¢ not in-
jured by moift and gentle Winters ; nci-
ther do any of the beneficial Kinds feém,
thereby, to fuffer; Sheep only excepted.,
Not only in Winter, but at all Times,
excefiive” Rains and Moifture are pre-
judicial to Sheep ; being, infuch Scafons,
{ubject to a Diftemper, not unlike the
“Dropfy. "'Their Flecces arc coarfer, and
their Flefh not fo delicious, where the
Herbage is rank': They delight in dry
Paftures, and Downs, wherethe chalky
Soil yeilds Grafs in fhort and flender
Blades; which makes the Wooll fine,
and the Mutton delicate. But then, the
Flocks, which are fed upon Hills, and
dry, rifing Grounds, feldom fuffer from
the Moiftnefs of the Year,

Thus much for the laft Annual Courfe
of Months; in which Nature has been
very indulgent to us: But, notwithftand-
ing" the Plenty, the Healthfulnefs and
great Tranquility of the Year; fuch has

. been the perverfe Ingenuity of fome Able

Heads, that the Publick labours more
than ever, under manifelt Difficulties ;
and very few, if any Perfons, can fay
S | they
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they are not reduced to Difficultics in
tlxci); Private Concerns: ‘To redrefs both
which Evils, nothing lefs, than the Juf-
tice and the Wifdom of the whole Le-

giflature, feems fuflicient.
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