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Williams, Mayor.

An Esrecian Court beld in Eafter-
Week, (that is to fay) Thurlday zhe
29th Day of April 1736, and in the
NinthYear of the Reign of King George
the Second, of Great Britain, &

T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this

Court be given to the Right Reverend Father

in Gop, the Lord Bithop of Glocefler for his

Sermon preached before this Court, and the

Governors of the feveral Hofpitals of this City,

at the Parifh-Church of St. Bridges on Monday
laft, and that he be defired to print the fame.

Jackson.
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Preached before the
RicuT HONOURABLE

THE

LORD-MAYOR,

THE

Court of ALDERMEN,

AND

S HE RITF F §

AND THE

GovERNORS of the feveral Hofpitals
within the City of London :

INTHE

Parisu-Cuurcu of St BRIDGET,

On MonpAvy in Eaffer-Week, 1736.
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EccrL. vil. 2. %
It is better to go to the boufe of mourning, than ks
. e
to go to the boufe of feafling. b
B
,HESE words feem at firft to contain a 3d
very unrcafonable and unaccountable, 1
as well as harfh and difagreeable doc- B
! trine; the opinion of fome fplenetick
and difcontented perfon, out of humour
with himflf and the world,
Burt they are in truth the refult and conclufion of a
long and impartial enquiry of the wifeft of the fons of
L men ; one who had the greateft abilities of mind, the
“{; Jargeft poflefiions of fortune, and the freeft power to ufe
t“"’g them as he pleafed. He was in the height both of pro-
ﬂ fperity and power, had all the pleafures of the world at
E‘: command, and of all had made the fulleft experience,
‘3‘;!‘ as himfelf informs us. I the Preacher awas King overEed. ¢. .
> Ifiael 7z Jerufalem, and I gave mine beart to fearch out
i by awifdom concerning all things that are done under bea-
“ wen, I faw all the works that are done under the fun,
:: and 1 communed with my own beart, faying, Lo, I am
"H come to great eflate, and bawe gotter inore <wifdois than all
£ | ' : they that bave been before me in Jerufelew, yea, a1y heart
\ _ had great experience of seifdom  and knoeledge. 'z_fmi I
i gave nly Deart to kusso wifdom, and (0 knowo madncfs and
i B Jolly
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Bl i, folly alpy, dnd whatever mine eyes defired T kept not from

~= i,

them, I acith-held not my keart from any jsy, till T might
SJee wwbat avas that good for the fins of men, which they
Sleould do under the beaven all the days of their life,

ANp what was it he at laft faw?

Ar 1 r many perplexing inquiries and painful expe-
riments, attended with the lofs of his time and his vie-
tue, and the gain only of much vexation and forrow,
he found riches, Lonours, prwer, and pleafivres, and cven
Angwledze 1tflf vain, And what did he not find
vaiit 2——Virtue and Religion only.

Tue conclufion at Ntk of the wlole matter was, Fear
God and kecp bis commandnments, for this is the wokole duty
of wman,

At his firft fetting out, he was eafily inchinéd to feek
for happinefs, where therc swas fo much the appearance
of it, in gaicty, mirth, and worldly pleafires, He faid
in bis beart, Go to now, I aill prove thee with mirth,
therefore gnjoy pleafire.  And at fielt be commended mirth,
and concluded that .a man bad ns better thing under the

firn all the days of bis life than 2o cat, and drink, and. be
merry.  But upon. farther obfervation, be faid of Langh-
tery it is mad y and of Mirth, «what deeth it2 Ie foon
difcover’d, that Sorrew is better than Laughter : And he
adds the reafon, For by the faducfs of the countenance the
beart is made better.  Mirth and gaiety may pleafe the
cye, but they fpoil the heart.  Serioufnefs and thought
may not make the countenance {o agreeable, may not
be outwardly fo engaging : But they are of fervice to
amend uvs inwardly.  And upon this account he farther
3 adds,
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o Balter-Monday, 1736,

adds, The beart of the vife is in the boufe of mouraing,
but the beart of fools is in the boufe of mirth,  And upon
all accounts his determination is, That it is better to go
20 the houfe of mourning, than.to the boufé of feafting ;5 that
it is fitter for fuch creaturcs in fuch a fituation as men
here are, to be confiderate and ferious, than mirthful and
thoughtlefs; that they may learn better leflons, inftruction
more ufeful for their condu@, better accommodated to
their prefent condition, and more conducive to. their
future happinefs, 7n the houfe of mourning, than in the
boufe of feafting.

As the misfortunes and miferies of our brethren fur-
nith the. occafion, which hath brought us here together
at prefent : It will be a very proper employment of our
time, to reflet upon the ufe and advantages of “this
temper of mind, of being confiderate and compaffionate

rather than thoughtlefs and carelefi. Letusweigh then -

the advantages of the one, that we may be careful to

improve them ; and the difadvantages of the other, that -

we may be cautious to avoid them : So that.we. may be
cvery one able upon the ballance at laft to determine the

merits of both, and fee what reafon the /776 Man had to -

give a preference to the former. .

AxD in thus doing, we fhall have one great advan-
tage, which he had not. 'We fhall learn That from theory,
which he purchafed the knowledge of by. painful exper
rience ; We fhall learn That from his {hort-inftruction,
which he learned from .a long fcene of action; We
fhall become wife at the expence of the follies of others,
and we fhall be good without going through that peni-
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A Spiran SeraMON

tence, which is the neccflary confequence of having cver
been bad ; We fhall fee That at firft, which otherwife
at laft we Mhould fadly feel, and we fhall fet out at the
very point, where the cnquiries of the Royal Preacher
ended,

Awp in order to take this view, to determine the
merits of both parts of this queftion, we will begin with
the latter firft; confider the efte@, which the houfe of
Jeafling, which a life of gaicty and mirth, gencrally has
upon mankind.

However delightful fuch a kind of life may ap-
pear in Idea: yetto make pleafure our conftant purfuit,
and diverfion our conftant bufinefs, will feldom fail upon
trial, were there no other objection againft it, to prove a
fatigue, which few perfons will be able to fupport long,
We were not made for it, and we have not {pirits for
it. And tho’ perfons, whofe wwhole attention is to
gaiety, are very miferable, whenever they have not their
ufual entertainments : yet they are far from being very

happy, when they have them. A wretched eager-
nefs after them when abfent increafes continually ; and
the relith of them when prefent leflens every day, till
it finks to nothing. So that had we no regard to any
thing farther whatever, than our own felves, and our
own enjoyment of the prefent life: Yet even for the
fake of our enjoyments, and by the contraft to heighten
them, we fhould intermix a due application of mind to
things of a more ferious nature. ¥or our pleafures muft
be fometimes intermitted, elfe they cannot always pleafe.

But if they could, What would be the cffet? What
' : . but

on Ealter-Monday, 17306

but a thoughtlefs and diffolute, vain and carelefs, proud
and arrogant temper of mind? Impicty and folly, in-
temperance and infolence, a love of ourfelves and a
forgetfulnefs of others, and many other vices of the
worft kind, fpring up from and thrive upon this foil.
It is fcarcely perhaps at furft to be imagin'd, how much
o conftant carelefs enjoyment of even the innocent plea-
furcs of life, fuch I mecan as are not in themfelves any
way finful, will corrupt the temper, and cool the fer-
vour of a Chriftian Mind.

Ovu r natural inclinations have fo ftrong a turn to-
wards mirth and pleafure, that if we make it not reli-
gioufly our carc in proportion ftill to give them a turn
the contrary way, towards ferioufnefs and fobriety ; we
fhall be in great danger of indulging lawful pleafures to
excefs at firft, and at laft of falling into thofe which are
utterly unlawful, When we arc in the houfe of mirth,
we ufually tread the confines of guilt; and the tranfi-
tion is fo fmall, and the temptation fo great, that we
are in the greateft danger of tranfgrefling the limits.
If men go to this houfe with a ferious and good mind,
they ufually come from it worfe than they went to it;
and are feldom or never made better, by the com-
pany they meet with, the things they fee, the difcourfe

they hear, or the diverfions they partake of. The barp, 1(. ix. 13.

and the viol, and wine are in their feafls, as fays the Pro-
phet, but they regard not the aworks of the Lord, nor con-
Jider the operations of bis hands, They only confider,
what may beft pleafe themfelves: they only fay, what

may moft pleafe their company. T heir language s,
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o A'SriTaL SerMON

Witd. ii. Come on, let us enjoy the good things that are prefent, and

Jet us fpecdily ufe the creatures like as in youth; Let us

Sl ourfelves with coftly wine and ointment, and let no flower

of the pring pafi by us 5 Let us crown ourfelves with rofes

buds before they b withered 5 Let none of us go without bis

part of cur voluptuoufuefs: For this is our portion, and

our lot is this. Such is their language, But the language
1Petiv.y. of Chriftianity is, Be Sfober, and watch unto prayer, and
1Qori-7- 1o Jike unto men that wait for the coming of their Lord.
Wi E R E one man is made worfe by aflictions, a thou-

fand are made better, And on the contrary, how few are

ever improved, but what multitudes are deftroyed by
profperity ? Of the danger of which, to the very beft

of men, we have a moft remarkable inftance in King
David. He who was able to give fo good leflons to

ot?ers of the va.mty'and uncertainty of *}“ the th.mgs of they come ta be born, the very apprehenfions of which y :"
this -W‘_’f]di yet in his profperxty' , bimfelf could indulge . were too terrible to be.admitted-before-hand ? O death, pecluf.i.
visxx. 7.the vaineft “of thoughts, and fay, I fhall never be re- as the wife Son of Sirach admonithes, how bitter-muft the': i

moved : Nay, he could o the worft of actions. But
how in his-adverfity does he lament the folly of his

on Eaftet-Monday, 1936, y

‘will be gay and thoughtlefs, yet in the day of adverfityEcd. vii.
they woill confider. "They muft then confider, whether ¥
they will or not, -and confideration is the-firft principle

of repentance.and religion. 'When a man is at eafe in

the world, he is too ready to conclude, that 7# 75 good Mat. xvii.
Sor bim to be here, he is for putting far away ﬁ'am.-bimdﬁmos vi.
the evil. day 3 he is entirely taken up with the prefent,*

and thinks no farther of the future, than juft only to

infer, that fo morrow fhall be as this day, and much morelili. iz,

. abundant. What an unaccountable infatmation is i,

that men in a profperous ftate will not. fo much as fup-
pofe a change, cven that which they know unavoidably
muft ficceed ? A healthy man can fcarcely think of
ficknefs, a wealthy-man of poverty, a young man: of the
decays of age, nor even an-old man of the hour of death,
How infupportable-muft the things themf{elves be, when

remembrance of thee be to a man who liveth at reft in bis
poffeffions, unto the man that hath nothing to.vex him and

~—cxix. profperous -days, and acknowledge, that i is good for bath profperity in all things I 'The only way to leflen %
bim_that be cwas in trouble, and that the Lord of wery the terror of thefe objeds, is to bring them nearer i
Saithfuluefs bad caufed bim to be fo, for bifore he'was af- and familiarize them to us, fo acquaint ourfelves Wit Job xxii. o
i Slicled he went wrong, but now did be kecp bis word ¢ The them, and fo be at peace. Such thoughts as thefe would 2*- i 4
4 obfervation -he has in another place made, is too often . not haften our death, but would amend our life; they %
~} true, that Man being in honour bath no underflanding. would not deftroy our health, but make us preferve it !?
—tix. When be is made rich, and the glory of his boufe is increafed, the longer; enjoy. it .the more while it lafts ; and when ;
G he is very loth to refle®, that, when-he dieth, he jhall it lcaves us, they would give fuch comforts in the place ;:
;; carry ﬁot/;;-,zg. away with bim, and that none of bis :pomp of it, as not only to make a change tolerable, but even ‘—Zl
& Shall follew bim. . But tho® men in the day -of profperity ' agrecable, . B
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= 8 A Spi1TAL SERMON on Baltet-Monday, 1736. 9 B
;_£ agreeable, A mind, which ina profperous flate thinks Anp by the fadnefs of the countenance the heart, the Eccl.vii.z. &
= of a future change, will ufe its prefent condition al- beft part of us, is made better. It becomes more pure, [ B
s&, ways with moderation, temperance, and a regard to and religious, and fitter for good impreflions from above, ) %
v the fufferings and wants of others. Whereas the mind more tender and compaflionate, and better difpofed to ., &
oA . B} . P
o that does not refle@ on this, but reflets only on the be affe@ed as it ought by what pafies here below.  How v B
power, and pomp, and plenty, which wait on its pre- mild and reafonable are men, how fober and humble, i
_ - fent condition, will of courfe become voluptuous, pre- how full of goodnefs and pity, when they are cither . &
famptuous, imperious, crucl, while profperity continues ; fecling or feeing affliction? And how infolent fometimes, ' ’3‘7
& and when adverfity fucceeds, abject, difconcerted, mean how inconfiderate generally, and how regardlefs of the ! R
5 and miferable, fufferings of others almoft alwaysare they, when flufhed ;B
X H ¢ 0 . R . i . P
< ArTER having taken this melancholy view of the with profperity ? The miferies of life therefore, brought 3
-A - 8

e

BECBCH

o]

JmS\]* ipem

houfe of feafling, let us now enter into the boufé of mourn-
ing, and fee 'what entertainment we may find there.
And if we find an inftru&ive and ufeful one, this is the
beft which we can any where meet with, If this is

home to themfelves by the view of the miferies around
them, would beget in them that moderation, humility,
compaflion and charity, which are becoming men who are
liable to the fame miferies; and becoming Chriftians above

& not to be met with, there will be no ufe in going thi- all, whofe profeffion it is to comfort the afflied and

3 ther. It is not mercly going to fuch a place, and relicve the diftrefled. At fuch times men begin imme-

r beholding with our eyes a fcene of affliction, that diately to recollect what they are, and wheref they areps, c.ana

o can do us any good. Such an employment will be as made, and that it was God that made them, and not they i

B ‘_ unprofitable, as it muft be difagreeable, unlefs that fol- themfelves. 'They refle@& both what their own condition

= . lows, which follows the Words of my Text, that con- and that of others is, and what behaviour it requires,

17 fidering this to be the end of all men, the living lay it to They fee that an indulging of themfelves, and a neglect

%): bis beart. There is no virtue to be fure in making of others, is by no means fuited to fuch a flate of things
5 our felves forrowful, if our forrow produces no good as is here before them; and that every thing requires

fruit. But it can fearcely fail of producing fome: And
therefore it is worth while to make the experiment at
leaft, and to put ourfelves to this fchool, to which the
Wife Man dire@s us, in order to be inftructed and in-

every tender regard we can fhew to the innumerable and
unavoidable wants and miferies of thofe about us, The
difeafes of body, and diftra@ions of mind, which fo
many of our poor fellow-creatures labour under; the
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proved, helplefs eftate of youth, and the infirmities that weigh 5
AND heavy on old age; the prefling neceflity there is of in- ;f;
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A SriTAL SErRMON

ftructing the ignorant, and reclaiming the wicked,
aflifting the induftrious, and correcting the idle : thefe
are conftant calls upon us to turn our eyes to a view of
human nature, far from being agreeable indeed, but very
neceflary to be attended to, both for the relief of others,
and the bettering of ourfelves.

Ir the man of pleafure, as he calls himfelf, and loves
to be called, would but enter into the loufe of mourning,
and fee the ruin, diftrefs, and mifery, which his mirth,
and wit, and gallantry occafion in the world ; he would
not, he could not, think it fo flight an offence, much
les an accomplifhment to value himfelf upon, to be the
caufe of fo muchmifery. Inftead of rioting on, in a way
which muft neceffarily tend to encreafe the miferies of
mankind; he would refle@, that their fufferings are but
too numerous already ; that there is great want of his
care to leflen them, but no nced of his vices to add to
the number of them,

M~ for the moft part are cither fo decply immerfed
in the bufinefs, or loofely abandon’d to the pleafures of
life, as to turn away from all objects of diftrefs, Thefe
they look upon as fo many intruders upon their affairs,
or interrupters of their diverfions: And they will not
confider, that compaffion is an aftection which as natu-
rally calls upon men to affift the diftrefled, as any other
- affe@ion can invite them to its proper gratification,

InpEE D would we butallow ourfelves to look unon
this world in thst light, in which not only as good Chri-
ftians, butas wife men, we ought; we fhould learn, it was
not defigned for, and find it cannot be a place of enjoy-

ment

on Bafter-Monday, 1736.

ment and reft. The beft it can be isa place of difci-
pline, a fchool to preparc us for a better and more laft-
ing flate. And it is a ftrange thoughtlefinefs of the
generality of mankind, that they will have it to be a
place of happinefs, tho’ they feel it to be a place of mifery.
But in truth, as no man can enjoy much here, fo neither
is it fit that he fhould. Tt would not be for his real ad-
vantage: It would male him fet his heart too much upon
this world, and too little upon the world to come. Happy
it is for us, that our happinefs is referved for an eternal
ftate.

Bu T if this is the cafe, men will be ready to afl,
What then is life worth? Why very little truly on ac-
count of any worldly pleafures : on one account only
it is of much worth, as it is in order to another, a more
happy and more durable one. If we look upon this life
as a ftate of difcipline and probation here, in order to a
ftate of happinefs and reward hereafter; we view it as
it really is, and this view will be fupportable and com-
fortable. If we look upon it in any other light, what
a wretched figure does it make, and what wretches do we
make of ourfelves in it, purfuing pleafure and pofiefling
pain, deceiving ourfelves on from mifery to mifery every
ftep of our paffage through it ?

Wiicu then upon the whole is the preferable pur-
fuit and charaGer? Is it for a man to follow only the

leafures, or be wholly intent on the profits of the world,
and fo debafe his heart into voluptuoufnefs or felfifnefs?
Or by attending with humanity to the forrows and fuf-
ferings of his fellow-creatures, to cultivate within his
C2 breaft
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Jo xxix.

Rom. xii.
15,

4 SpiTAL StrMON

breaft a fpirit of goodnefs and beneficence, and to make
both himfelf, and all about him to whom his influence
reaches, as happy as this world will allow them to be?

Wicn is the greater pleafure; To enjoy a little fhort-
lived tranfient mirth: Or to relicve the needy, feed the
hungry, cloath the naked, vifit the fick, and comfort the
forrowful ; To go into a diftrefled family, and make a
number happy by diftributing of that, which only makes
the mifer more unhappy for hoarding up, and the luxu-
rious for laying out; To be a father to the fatherkfi, and
caufé the widow's beart to fing for joy; To give liberty to
the prifoner, fpirit to the melancholy, health 1o the
difeafed, reafon to the diftracted, knowledge to the ig-
norant, and reformation to the diffolute ?  The inward
joy and complacency, which fills a good heart fiom works
of this kind, is infinitely fuperior to all the mirth and
cheerfulnefs which the gayeft entertainment can infpire,
For the mind of man was purpofely fo framed, as to re-
ceive far greater pleafure from communicating happinefs
to others, than can be had in the indulgence of any paf-
fion or appetite whatfoever ; and hath a truer delight
even in aveeping with thofe that aveep, than any felfith
fatisfacion can give to the moft fenfual man.

Tuen befides, a farther advantage is, that fuch a
behaviour as this towards others under afili&ion, would
prepare us to bear afHlictions ourfelves as we ought, when
they come to bc our own fhare. And as the ftate of this
world is, that cannot be very diftant.  'We need not .ra-
vel far to feek the boufé of mourning.  Our own muft often
be fuch, Let us therefore take care to make what is

necefia; y
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nceeffary and unavoiduble, fupportable and ufeful to us.
A voluntary vifit paid to the boufes of others in monrning,
may be a icans to prevent our own from becoming fo
frequently fuch : We may there acquire all that bencfi-
cial knowledge, which it may be otherwife ncedful, that
our own houfc fhould be changed into the huufe of monrn-
ing, in order to teach us.

How unpleafant foever therefore the boufe of forrow
may appear to him who is going to it, yet he will never
be forrowful aftcrwards for having been at it, but find
himfelf, as well as others, the better for vifiting it. The
houfe of mirth on the contrary we go to with great wil-
lingnefs, but ufually reflet afterwards on what has pafled
thete with remorfe. It is not the remembrance of our
former {l:afures, buta refle@ion upon our virtues, and
more cipecially our cliarity, and compaffion to othérs in
their diftrefs, which muft fupport and comfort us
under our own forrows,

Ir fuch then are really the advantages of the bonfe of

mourning, there is no wife man but muft prefer them to Eccl.viig.

the plesfures of the foufe of feafiing. But tho’ this in the
general be tiue, yet is there need of difcretion and cau-
tion in the particular application of this, as well as other
truths, left, as is too ufual, fome may run from one ex-
tretee into the contrary. It is neither to be underftood,
that all who are prudent fhould be always converfing
with forrowful objects, nor that all are imprudent who
ever entertain themfelves with cheerful ones. The per-
fons of the wiff may be fometimes 7 the Loufé of mirth,

but the heart of fools will be always there. Mirth is.
neither
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neither inconfiftent with the reafon of a wife, nor the
religion of a good man, The office of wifdom and re-
ligion is only to take care, that our mirth interferc not
with any prefent duty, nor occafion any future fadnefs,
And accordingly the whole defign of the Text is to give
mankind, what for the moft part we greatly want, a
ftrong admonition, that this is not a ftate in which we¢
thould think of abandoning ourfelves to gaiety and plea-
fure. Indeed the feenes we every where behold, are far
from leading us to fo thoughtlefs a turn of mind. Many
are the things in life that call londly upon us, and we
fhould frequently call upon ourfelves, to reflect, how
we have enjoyed the pleafures of profperity, and how
we have confider'd the afHlictions of the multitudes who
are in adverfity : What has been our behaviour in both
thefe refpe@s; and how we fhall be able to behave, when
diftrefs comes, as it one time or other muft, to be our
own fhare. Giving ourfelves up to the influence of
fuch thoughts, would be fo far from making us always
forrowful, that it is the only fure way to be always
cheerful.  And cheerfulnefs rather than mirthis what it
fhould feem moft proper for us to aim at here. Mirth
hath too much levity in it for a life, which is expofed
to fo many evils, and which furnifhes little or nothing
to fupport and keep up a fpirit of high gaiety. For
whenever we are raifed much above the level, we are
fure for that very reafon afterwards to fink as much be-
low it. Immoderate mirth is almoft always the effe®
of a vicious thoughtlefinefs. But a reafonable compofed
cheerfulnefs is the refult of virtuous confideration, the

prerogative

Y e R
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prerogative of innocence, the attendant and reward of
religion, For religion is fo far from taking it away,
that nothing clfe can give it.

Tur beft rule, to be fure, for our direCtion in this
and all refpecs is, the behaviour of that Divine Perfon,
who dignified our nature by condefcending to affume it,
and who féf us an example that we fhould follow bis ficps, 1 Pet. i
We find him fometimes in the houfe of feaffing, but*"
ofuer in the houfe of mourning ; relieving the diftrefles,
and fometimes even in a literal fenfe weeping over the

forrows of the fons of men, His meat was to be doing Joh.iv.s4.

conftant good upon carth. IHe aent about preaching i ;..
the Gofpel of the Kingdom, and bealing all manner of fick-23.
nefs, and all manner of diféafe among the people. Both
by precept and by practice he was always recommend-
ing the tendereft compaffion, and charity of every kind.

AnD there is fearcely any kind of Charity, which
does not fall under fome one or other of the branches,
which You are here affembled to promote. Educating
the young and inftru&ing the ignorant, employing the
induftrious and correcting the idle, fupporting the in-
firm and recovering the fick, reftoring thofe to the ufe
of their reafon who are capable of cure, and maintain-
ing in proper confinement thofe who are found to be
incapable of it: All thefe, as will appear by the Report
which you will now hear read, arc parts of that noble
and extenfive Charity, which hath the happinefs of be-
ing proteed by the authority, and diretted by the wif-
dom of the Magiftracy of this Great City.

Here the Report was read.
I OnNeE
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OnE great concern of charitable perfons is to confi-
der, who are the propcr obje@s of their Charity. Now
plainly in the firft place, all who are cither too young
or too old to be able to labour and help themfelves, have
a juft claim to the afliftance of the Publick. The paft
fervices of the One demand this by way of reward; and
the Other may cxpet this from us, upon account of
the future fervices we may expe@ from them: They
are the Hope of the Nation, and it is therefore the in-
tereft of it, that they fhould be inftrudted in fuch
knowledge and arts, as may capacitate them to be ufe-
ful ; and educated in fuch virtue and induftry, as may
hinder them from falling into thofc habits of vice and
idlenefs, which are, I fear, to a peculiar degree the dif-
grace of this Nation, and will in the end be the ruin
of every Community where they prevail,

Trose who arc vifited wich ficknefs are put, while
it continues, under the fam: incapacity of hilping them-
fclves, as thofe who are difabled by old age; wit there-
forc demand the fame publick care, And in onc o ped
they deferve greater, as they may be render’d feiv.. - le
to the Publick again, And if they are not afhite.t by
it, they muft for fome time, and mny for many years,
be a heavy charge upon it. Thofe who have felt how
grievous a burthen ficknefs is, cven where they have
the very beft affiftance which the world can give to
fupport them under it, cannot furely but have been
thence led to reflet, how inexpreflibly calamitous a
condition theirs muft be, who inflead of having any

of
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of thofe comforts to relieve them, have the additional

weight of poverty and want to bear.

Tuis is a fad cafe. But therc is ftill a more piti-
able onc; the misfortune of thofe, who are deprived of

the enjoyment of every blefling, by the lofs of one,

the ufe of their Reafon. And where this proves to

be incurably loft, it then becomes the heavieft of mif
fortunes, not only to themfelves, but their families,

You have been endeavouring to make your Charity
in this refpect as extenfive as the evil, by lately ereci-
ing an Hofpital alfo for the Tucurables. But however
great this evil is, very {mall have been as yet the Be-
nefaltions given for the relief of it: And therefore it
is a Cafe, which as it particularly deferves, fo particu-
larly at this time calls for the charity of all well -difpofed
Chriftians.

- As for thofe who enjoy health and ftrength, they
ought doubtlefs to have the comfortable view placed
before them, that if by ficknefs or age they fhall be
brought to want relief, they may depend in thefe cafes
on finding it. But in the mean time we fhould oblige
them to conftant induftry and labour, out of the fame
tendernefs to them, which inclines us to help thofe
who are not able to help themfelves, For it is cruelty,
and notany charity, to give to the idle and diflolute va~ -
grant. 'The true Charity is to have fuch a one fent to
the Houfe of Correttion, the proper relief whlch one
of thefe Charities p10v1des for him.

OF all thefe yarious methods of domg good, that which

we have the moft frequent calls to, is taking care of the -
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fick and difeafed. Now certainly the Hofpitals provided
for fuch are the places, where they may receive the beft
alliftance, at the leaft expence; much better than for
many times the fum could be provided for them in any
other place, And thefe therefore are the proper places
for perfons to depofite fuch money in, as they think fit
to beftow on a Charity of this fort. It can here be ap-
plicd to none but deferving objels, to undifiembled
mifery alone. And it will here be managed with the
greateft frugality, and improved to the greateft advans
tage. Whereas the money oftentimes, which is given
in other ways to thofe who are really difeafed, is laid
out by them, not in what may help to cure, but increafe
the diftemper, None of the objetions which may be
made againft relieving fome other objects, can be made
againft the relief of thefe, Of fome other Charities it
has been faid at leaft, that they multiply as well as main-
tain the poor. But none ever made it a queftion, whether
it were reafonable and right to take care of thofe, who
are in ficknefs as well as poverty, and endeavour to re-
ftore them to be eafy in themfelves, and ufeful to the.
world again. _,
Tuere is now reafon to hope, (and a comfortable.
profpect it is) that there: may hereafter be fewer objets
than there have been, in want of a Charity of this fort;
and that thofe who are, will be better deferving of it,
and may receive greater benefit from it, By the reftraint

of thofe poifonous liquors, whicly have in a fhort tim= .

done fuch infinite mifchief among us, that vice of excefiive
drunkennefs will, it is to be hoped, be reftrained; which.
1 produced

-—
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produced the worft of crimes, and occafioned the worft
of difeafes, fuch as it was out of the power of medicine
to help:  An evil, which if it had gone on but a little
longer, muft have render'd this whole Kingdom almoft
one great Hofpital of Incurables. Indeed fo long as this
evil was fuffer'd, it was almoft in vain to attempt the
redrefling any other evil, cr the doing any good either
to the bodies or fouls of men.

As there are different forts of Charity, fo there are
different ways of contributing to them. They who firft
defigned and fet on foot any of the above-mentioned me=
thods of doing good, have the firft rank of merit in this
refpect.  After them, You who are the Governors and
Dirccors of thefe excellent Eftablithments do the greateft
{ervice that can be done to them, while by the prudent
care and indefatigable pains which you take, you put
it in the power of others to fit at cafc in their owti
houfes ; and only by fending a fmall contribution of
money, to be greatly ufeful to numbers of their fellow-
creatures. And furely it may be expe@ed, that thofs
who either cannot or will not take upon them the trou-
blefome employment of forming or conducting {chemes
for the benefit of mankind, will at leaft; when fuch
are made and executed by others for them, not think
it too much, juft to open their hands, and willingly
reach out their fhare of what is neceflary to fupport

them. For avoe unto them that are af eafe tn Zion, assmos vi,

the Prophet exprefles it, zhat lie upon beds of ivory, and

Jreteh themfelves upon their cotches, and eat the lanibs

out of the flock, and the calves out of the midft of the fiall;
D 2 that
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that chant to the found of the viol, and invent to. thenr-
Seloes inflruments of mufick, that drink awine in bowls, and
angint themfilves wwith the chief ointments 3 But they are
not griev'd for the afflittion of Jofeph: Who not only
enjoy all the comforts, but wanton amidft all the fu-
perfluities of life ; and will not confider how many
thoufands there. are, who want common conveniencies
and bare neceflaries, awho are bungry and they feed them

Ma. xav. oty naked and they cloath them not, fick and in prifin and

they wifit them not.  And yet it nearly concerns them o
refle&;,. that juft as they fhall have done to thefe in this
world, their righteous Judge has before-hand pronounced;
he will do to them in another. Thefe Anniverfary
Meetings were therefore very wifely appointed on the
folemn Feftival Days, on which.we commemorate our
Saviour’s Refurrettion, . in-order to put us every one in
mind of our own ; and of  the particularrenquiry which
fhall be made at it, in order to our being acquitted or
condemned, what works of: Charity have been done or
omitted by us.

Bu T indeed while there is fo great. luxury, as is
among us-of all kinds at prefent,. fimall a&s of Charity
are to be expected. If all the wanton and ingenious
expences of the delicate and” voluptuous are firft to be.
taken carc of; before any thing can be fpared for the
crying wants of thofe who are deftitute and in.mifery;
then indeed defperate muft be their cafe, Among per-
fons of* this turn, whatever is laid out upon fuperfluous
things and unneceffary occafions, this is looked upon as

an abfolutely. neceflary difburfement : But whatever is
laid

on Bafter-Monday, 1736.

laid out in Charity, that they confider at leaft as a fu-

perfluous, if not a fuperflitious one,  This way of think-

ing could not prevail, would men at all refle&, how-
many and gricvous diftrefles of the poor might be re-

lieved by the facrifice of but one filly pleafurc, or the

cutting off’ but onc needlefs and perhaps pernicious ar-

ticle of expence.  Tor a real want is cheaply fatisfied;

though a ufelefs vanity is very. coftly. Extravagance,

while it i1s doing all this mifchief, would fain fhelter

itfelf under the appearance and character of Generofity.

But Luxury is in reality a foe to every Virtue, It will -
not allow men to be juft, muchlefs will it incline them

to be charitable. It takes away together both . the will

and the power of doing good. It makes-even the rich

poor, and.the poor it renders utterly deftitute: What'
fhould be given to their affiftance, is all intercepted by

vice and folly.

It is to be hoped; that this- Great City, which for.
the abupdance both of its Wealth and its.Charities is 4
Praife in the carth, will particularly guard itfelf againft i ixii. .
this enemy, which muft prove fatal both to its Charities,
and-to its Trade. which fupplics them.: Let none be:
able to perfuade you, cither that Luxury can be any-
lafting advantage, or Charity- any real prejudice to Trade:
and Commerce, Regard not what the advocates either-
for Profufencfs.or Covetoufnefs may advance. . But breakpay,, o
off your fins by righteoufinefs, and youi-iniquities by fhew-21-
ing mercy to the. poory and 1t fhall be a lengthening of
your tranguillity.  Lay up your treafiure according to the g .ys..
Commandments of the moft High, and it fhall bring Jou XK 1.,

nore.:
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nmiore profit than gold.  Shut up alns in your flore-houfes,
and it fhall deliver you from all affiction,

Dresigns of fo great and publick benefit as thefe
which I have been mentioning, it might in reafon be
expe&ted fhould meet with much larger encouragement
than they do, while the largeft is freely given for the
promoting of every idle diverfion and pleafure.  But
let ever fo few fee the duty and the wifdom of contri-
buting to thefe works of piety and charity, the only
eftect this thould have, is to make us ¢ffeci thofé svorthy of
double honour who are willing to employ a due fhare of
their wealth, and efpecially fuch as will beftow their
time and their pains too, in this good work. _

T uis then is the fpirit, which due confideration of
the wants and miferies of your brethren fhould raife in
you, And having thus pafled thro’ the Foufé of Mourn-
ing in your way, You may now cheerfully go to the

Nekem. Houfe of Feafling. Your Table there is already blefled. You

viii. 10, :
may go your way, cat the fat and drink the fiveet, aftcr
having firft fent portions to them for whom nothing is pre-
pared.  Indeed it is impoflible for any one at any time
to go to the boufe of feafting with fuch a temper of mind
as to partake of any real and fincere joy there, unlefs
he carries fuch benevolent affe@tions with him, as fhall

{150_“‘- *i-difpofe him as readily to weep with thofe that weep, as
20 refoice with thofé that rejoice.  The beft preparation in
the world for being truly cheerful, is to be virtuous, re-

Beclat. ligious, compaffionate. The fear of the Lord maketh a

xxx.16. erry beart 5 And there is no joy above the joy of the beart.
er.xv.15. He that batlh a merry beart, bath a continual feaffl, Men

are
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are cagerly engaged in a conftant purfuit after pleafure |
and they feck it every where, except where it is only to be
found, in virtue, religion, and good works,
out our wealth in works of benevolence, beneficence,
charity, is the trueft luxury we can poffibly indulge.

If we bunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, we have then Mat. v.6.
-an aflurance given us, that we fball be filled and fatisfied.

If we purfue any worldly good things whatfoever, all

we are fure of is, to be difappointed and deceived. At

the end of our purfuit we fhall infallibly fee/, what it is
certainly therefore much wifer to /2 before we begin

ity That there is no good in them, but for a man to re-Eccl.iii
Joice and to do good in his life,
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A true Revort of the great Number of poor
Children, and other poor People, maintain’d
in the feveral Hosv1TALS, under the pious
Care of the Lorp-Mavyor, Commonalty,
and Citizens of the City of London, zhe

Year laft pafl.

Curist’s-HospPITAL.

NEHILDREN put forth Apprentices,
g%\g and difcharged out of Chriff's Hofpital
Ny the Year laft paft 153; ten whereof
SZFSEE being inftru@ed in the Mathematicks
and Navigation, were placed forth Apprentices{ 53
to Commanders of Ships, out of the Mathema-
tical-School, founded by his late Majefty King
Charles the Second of bleffed Memory

Children buried the Year laft paft ——

Children now remaining under the Care and
Charge of the faid Hofpital, which are kept in
the Houfe and at Nurfe elfewhere 983, and 164 ( ' 147
newly admitted, amounting in all to

The Names of all which are regiftered in the Books
kept in the faid Hofpital, and are to be feen, as alfo
when and whence they were admitted.

That the Revenue of the faid Hofpital having greatly
fuffered by feveral dreadful Fires in and about London,
and otherwife, and the Governors having been at vaft
Expence, foraccommodating poor Orphans, in purcha-
fing and building of convenient Houfes, or Nurferies, at
Hertford and Ware for their Reception, and in maintain-
ing of Mafters, Ufhers, and other proper Officers there :
And the fick Ward in the faid Hofpital having by length
of time become ruinous, and in great danger of falling,
hath unavoidably occafion’d the rebuilding of the fame,
which has been finifhed at a very great Expence of the
Money of the faid Hofpital : And the annual encreafe
E of
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of Children having made it abfolutely neceffary for the -

Governors to engage in the new building of two addi-
tional Wards for. the faid Childrens Reception, which

frid Buildings have been- likewife finifhed at the like -

Charge and Expence of- the faid Hofpital : And the
Hofpital’s Revenue, without Cafual Bencfaé'hol]s,. being
not fuflicient to defray the Charge of maintaining fo

large a Number of Children as they do, together with -

the great Expence of the faid new Buildings, it is thereg
fore to be hoped, and wifhed for, that in regard to a
Work: fo charitable, ufeful, and commendable ; being
for the Relicf of neceflitous Orphans and Infants, the
Advancement of the Chriftian Religion, and the Good

of the Kingdom: All charitable and worthy good.:

Chriftians will readily and liberally contribute to the Sup-

port and Encouragement of fo good and pious a Work. -

Sf. BARTHOoLOMEW’S HosPiTAL.
=r4HERE have been cured and difchargedy™
- fiom St. Bartholontew’s Hofpital, the Year
laft paft, of wounded, maimed, fick, and difeafed
Perfons, out of this great City, and other Parts of
his Majefty’s Dominions, and foreign Parts, §265;
many of them relieved with Money and other
Neceflaries at their Difcharge, to accommodate
them in their Return to their feveral Habitations

Buried this Year, after much Charge in tlleir} 370 -

Tlinefs - ' -

Remaining under Curc at the Charge of the} 728

faid Hofpital . .

So that there arc and have been under the
Care of the faid Hofpital, the Ycar laft paft, of
poor, fick and lame Perfons, deftitutc of other
Relief, in all- J

By reafon of the great Antiquity of the faid Hofpital.

the great Hall ufed for. the Refort of - the Governori, at
thew.
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“their General Courts, the Compting-houfe where the
Committecs of the Governors met for the Difpatch of

the Bufinefs of the Hofpital, the Rooms for taking in

and difcharging the poor Patients, the Kitchen, .and

other neceflary Offices were become ruinous and dange-

rous ; for which rcafon the Governors by a voluntary

Subfcription among themfelves and other charitable Per-

fons, have erc&ted and finifhed a new Building of fuch

‘neceflary Oftices for the Accommodation of the Gover-
nors and poor Patients in the Management of that Cha-

rity : and feveral of the old Wards for the Entertainment

and Lodging of the poor Patients are alfo, thro’ Age,

‘become under the fame neceffity of .being rebuilt, anda
Plan being prepared for carrying on any future Buildings,

{o as to anfwer one Defign, and to become in time more

~regular and more ufeful: And the Governors having re-

.ceived Encouragement from many charitable -Perfons
who have already contributed thereto, and entertaining
Hopes of further Affiftance, have refolved this Summer,
to begin another-Wing or Pile of Building, to confift of

“Wards for the Ufe of the poor Patients only ; and if that
good Intention take effe@, Room will be made for the
‘Reception of a much greater. number of Patients than
can now be received. But as it is impoflible for the

-Governors to proceed in fuch an Undertaking without

the liberal Contributions of pious and well-difpofed Per-

-fons; and alfo in regard the conftant Charge of main-
. taihing and relieving the great.number of Patients now
‘in this Hofpital, much exceeds the Revenue thereof,

the charitable Affiftance of all Perfons difpofed to en-

-courage fo beneficial Helps to the Poor, are humbly de-
~fired to enable the Governors as well to fupport the pre-

fent Charity, as to undertake a further Enlargement
thereof ; a Charity fo neceffary for preferving the Lives

~of fo many miferable People, who would otherwife pe-
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rith, were it not for that Relief which, by the Blefling
of God, they daily receive from the faid Hofpital,

St Tunonmas’s HosriTAL.

HERE have been cured and difcharged
from St. Thomas's Hofpital in Southwark,

this laft year, of wounded, maimed, fick and
difeafed Perfons 5633, many of whom have been 35633
relieved with Moncy and Neceflaries at their De-
parture to accommodate and fupport them in their
Journies to their feveral Countries and Habitations |

Buried from thence this Year, after much
Charge in their Sicknefs - — } 355

Remaining under Cure at the Charge of the} 663
faid Hofpital : }

So that there are, or have been this Year, of
poor miferable Objets under the Cure of the faid{ . o
Hofpital, and deftitute of other proper Cure, in 5
all w—n

The Number of Perfons conftantly relieved in this
Hofpital being fo large, as from the above and other an-
nual Accounts appears, the Provifions of Food and Phy-
fick, and the Care of able Phyficians and Surgeons, and
other requifite Affiftance, occafion a great and continual
Expence, and the Hofpital alfo frequently requiring
large Repairs and Rebuildings, the whole certain Re-
venue falls extremely fhort of defraying the neceffary
Charges: And yet by the Bounty of pious and well-
difpofed Perfons this great Charity has not only been
long fupported but much enlarged.  Itis therefore hum-
bly recommended to Perfons alike pious and benevolent,
that they will be pleafed to enable the Governors, by
charitable Contributions, to go on in relieving the Di-
ftrefles of the maimed and difeafed Poor, fo that they
may be preferved and made ufeful Members of the Pub-

lick.
BRriDE~

Bripewery HospiTaL,

ECEIVED this laft Year into the Hofpital’
of Bridewell, Vagrants and other indigent
and miferable People, all which have had Phy-
fick, and fuch other Relicf, at the Charge of
the faid Hofpital, as their Neceffities required —

Maintained in the faid Hoipital, and brought%
go

up in divers Arts and Trades at the only Charge
of the faid Hofpital, Apprentices

BerTureEM HosriTAL.

DMITTED into the Hofpital of Bet/alem} g
thislaft Year, diftraéted Menand Women 101
Cured of their Lunacy, and difcharged thence
the faid Year, feveral of which were relieved withp> 125
Cloathing and Money at their Departure———-)
Diftracted Perfons buried. the laft Year, after%
26

much Charge beftowed upon them in their Lu-
nacy and Sicknefs

Now remaining in the faid Hofpital under Cure,%
201

and provided for with Phyfick, Dyet, and other
Relief, at the Charge of the faid Hofpital s——n

Befides which, divers Perfons who have been cured in
the faid Hofpital, are provided with Phyfick, as Out-
Patients, at the Charge of the faid Hofpital, to prevent
a Return of their Lunacy. .

The Particulars of all which may be feen in. the Books
of the faid Hofpital,

There are generally above 140 diftracted Perfons main-
tained in the Hofpital of Bethlen,and tho’ newPatients are
from time to time admitted in the room of thofe, who,
by the Blefling of God, are cured and difcharged 5 yet.
there are continual Applications made to the Governors
for admiffion of others: and in order to make roomn for
fuch as may probably be reftored to their Senfes, the
Governors are obliged to reject and turn out many, who,
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upon -Iixaminat'lon, or after fome time of Tvial; appear
- to be incurable, and whofe Cafe is therefore the more de-
-~ plorable, as to themfelves, and often dangerous to others,

. Some Benefa@ions having been latcly given -to the
Governors of Bethlem Hofpital, to be applied ta the Ute
of incurable Lunaticks, and the Governors having ob-
tained a Grant from the City of an additional Piece of

. Ground in Moorfields, a Building for that purpofe hath

been crected a: the Eaft-gnd of the faid Hofpital, wherein

_ fifty-two Perfons are already admitted; and the Gover-

nors have near finithed another like Building at the Weft-

~end of the faid Hofpital, which_is intended. for the Ufe

of Women-Patients only. - But-inafmuch asthe Revenues

~ of the faid Hofpital do not near anfwer the prefent an-
_nual Charges, there will be no Means of fupporting an
" additional Expence for. Incurables, without the Contri-
_bution of charitable Perfons ; and this feems to be the

only neceffary Charity for which a Provifion is wanted

“in this Noble City.

_ :Lonpon Work-House.
A true Account (for the Year laft paft) of the WoR k-
‘House in Bithopfgate-ftreet,” erected purfuant fo an
At of Parliament made in the 13th and 14th Years
of the Reign of King Charles 1L, awhich Account ends
. the 2 5th'of March, 1730.

A NHILDREN in the Houfe at Lady-Da)',}_ .
I0

A 1735 .

Since admitted =~ me—  o— —— 41
. 151

‘Difcharged and put forth Apprentice, or toy
- Service in feveral good. Families e }’ 46
Buried | e = o
Remaining at Lady-Day 1736~ gem=— = 10§
151
Thefe

e
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(31 )

Thefe are religioufly educated, according to the Ufage
of the Church of England ; and employed in fpinning
Wool, fewing and knitting: They are dieted and cloathed,
and duly taken care of in Sicknefs: They are taught to
read, write, and caft Account, whereby they are qualified
for Services and honeft. Employments: and have Money

given with them when put forth Apprentice, if Benefac- -

tors or Frecemens Children of the City of London.
Nste, The Smallnefs of the real Eftate belonging to this Houfe, and the
Want of a fuitable Supply, has p

ceffities.

VAGAB ON DS, Beggars, pilfering and other

. young Vagrants and diforderly Perfons, 409"

duly committed in the Year laft paft, were 380,
and 29 remained at Lady:Day 1735 ="

Difcharged —

Buried e — — I

Remaining at Lady-Day 1736 - —_— 30
409

~ ThefeVagabonds, Beggars, &'¢. have proper Relief, and

are employed in beating Hemp and wafhing Linen; whom
by God’s Bleflingand thefe Means, have been brought to a
right Senfe of their Crimes ; and many of them have ré~

formed, and ufed an honeft Induftry afterwards for their .-

Livelihoods.

Of the Children here educated fince theYeéar 1701, there -
hath been difcharged and placed forth Apprentice to Offi- -
cers of Ships, to Trades, and to Service in {everal good Fa- -

milies, (befides thofe mentioned in the prefent Account)

two thoufand, four hundred, and fifty-eight;.and within .
thoufand, three hundred, and: twoVa- -

abonds, Beggars, &¢. (among which were {everal notori- -
be lame, dumb; and blind) -
d punifhed with Confinement :

Of.:

that time feventeen

ous Impoftors, pretending to
have been committed, an |
and. hard Labour in.the manner above-mentioned; -

revented admitting Children in the ufual .
manner ; and the Undertaking is now reduced to great Streights and Ne-- -

—= — 378"
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Of theChildren there have died two hundred and ninety jl
feven, and of the Vagabonds onc hundred and ninety. o
The Children and all others in this Work-Houfe, are

required to attend Divine Service Morning and Evening,
which (in a convenient Place) is there regularly and duly
performed.

-
Pt

o

A

By the afore-mentioned At of Parliament, power is
granted for the Prefident and Governors of this Corpo-
ration (without Licence in Mortmain) to purchafe or re-
ceive any Lands, Tenements, and Hercditaments, not

o

*
ke

exceeding the yearly Value of three thoufand Pounds, of

the Gift, Alienation or Devife of any Perfon or Perfons 5 3
and any Goods, Chattels, or Sums of Money whatfoever, é‘%
to be applicd to the Ufes aforefaid. But as yet the pre-
fent real Eftate belonging to the faid Corporation (be- g
fides the Ground on which the Work-Houfe is fituate) ?

amounts to little more than one hundred Pounds per
Annum; and the neceflary Expence far exceeding the
yearly Income, has very much increafed the Debts of the ;
Houfe, and prevented the farther good Defigns intended
thereby: It is therefore humbly hoped, good and well-
difpofed Perfons will be pleafed to encourageand charita-
bly affift this moft ufeful and beneficial Work; that fo,
for the future, it may be rendered more ferviceable to the _
Publick, and carried on with greater Succefs : By which ,
means poor deftitute Children will be Educated, Main- ' ‘ :
tained, and Employed, and kept from the Diftrefs and
Miferies thofe fuffer who want {fuch an Education; And e
pilfering and other ftroling Vagrants, fturdy Beggars, |
lewd Night-walkers, and fuch other idle diforderly ?
Perfons, being punifhed with Confinement and hard La-
bour, may (from thofe evil and very pernicious Practices)
be thereby correéted, reftrained, and reformed.

The Premifes are moft humbly recommended to your
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pious Confideration, 3
GOD's Providence is our Inheritance.
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