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HE ancients, as appears from Galen,

fuppofed the atrabilis to be derived
cither from the dregs of the blood, or
from yellow bile torrefied and highly con-
coted. A celebrated modern anatomift
is of opinion that it is blood, which hav-
ing lodged fome time in the inteftinal ca-
nal, has acquired a blacknefs and putridity.
But is it not more probable that in gene-
ral it is no other than gall, become acrid
by ﬁagnaglon in the vefica fellea, and ren-
dered vifcid by the abforption of its fluid
parts? When difcharged into the duod-
num in this ftate, it occafions univerfal
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difturbance and diforder, " till evacuated
either by  vomiting or purginigs I haye
lately had under my care a. young gentle-
man, labouring' under a warafinus, pro=
duced by exceflive intemperance. During
the courfe of his diforder, which atlaft
proved fatal, he feveral times voided both
by ftool and vomiting, a conﬁderable
quantity of black, tenacious,-:and; moﬂ_;
offenfive bile. 'The fymptoms prcceding
the difcharge, and which ceafed foon af

terwards, were a quick; pulfe,:head;ach,

delirium, hiccup, .intenfe -thirft, inward
heat, and an uncommon feetor ip» his
breath. A lady aged thirty, unhappily
addicted to habits which have a peculi-
arly pernicious cffe@ upon the liver, after
a conftipation of the belly during fix days,
was feized with a violent and inceflant
vomiting of black and vifcid bile, The
wmfufunm fence limontatum, warmed with the
tinGture of Columbo foon checked her
rcachings, and operating by ftool prevent-
cd the return of her vomiting. The mat-
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ter difcharged in both thefe cafes bore not
the leaft refemblance to grumous blood,
I have feveral times obferved the febrile
fymptoms in children, which are afcribed
to dentition, relieved by thefe pitchy
ftools. And I recollet three cafes of the
acute afthma, as Dr. Millar terms it, the
paroxyfms of which feemed to be criti-
cally terminated by a fimilar evacuation,
Whether in thefe inftances the black bile
was the caufe or the effe@ of the difeafe,
cannot with certainty be determined; but
the former appears to be the more proba-
ble opinion.
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IR Joun PRINGLE obferves that one
drachm of "fea falt preferves two
drachms of frefh beef, in two ounces of
water, above thirty hours uncorrupted, in
2 heat equal to that of the human body,
that is twenty hours longer than water
alone ; but that half a drachm of falt does
not preferve it above two hours longer than
pure water ; that twenty-five grains have
little or no antifeptic virtue ; and that ten
I grains
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