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TO thofe who heard this
Difcourfe delivered, and who may honour it

with a perufal, it may be proper to obferve,

that a few fentences have been added in the ke

tranfeription of it for the prefs. It is pub- !

lithed at the defire of fome partial #riends,

who thought that the end for which it was

compofed might thus be more effe@ually | :
anfwered: and is refpe@fully inferibed to
the Society of Proteftant Diffenters who
affemble for religious worfhip at the Chapel
in Trim-ftreet, by their faithful friend and

devoted fervant,

LT L e

THE AUTHOR,
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Bath, Jan, 1811,
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A NEW COMMANDMENT I GIVE UNTO YOU,
-' THAT YE LOVE ONEI ANOTHER.

~ ) « T hath become a fafhionable topic among b
« political reafoners,” fays a very fenfible
: writer, ¢ to celebrate the mildnefs and humanity

«« of modern manners, and to prefer the charatter
«of prefent times before the ancient.” And
having produced many proofs of the fuperior
mildnefs, humanity, and happinefs of modern
times, he very properly enquires,  To what caufe
« {hall we afcribe this important revolution in the
¢ fentiments and difpofitions of mankind? Not
¢ totheinfluence of better inftituted governments;
« for in legiflative wifdom the ancients far ex-
« celled us: not to the effeéts of a better direfled
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:c education; that duty, thamefully negleted by !
‘us, was among them an obje&t of chief at
« 1 .
tention. Not to our fuperior refinements in

“ elegant and polite arts; there we muft be con
o« 1 )
tent to equal, without pretending to furpafs the

DR
—
—
-

P

« but refines our manners ; and while it gives the e
« promifes of the next life, it improves and adorns ’
« the prefent. "That happy change which the wis-
« dom of man could not effe€t, God in his good
« timc accomplifhed, by manifefting to the world 5

A
A

hory

e

4

o

:: diflinguiﬂle(! above all other religions, by the
“ rfuldnefi; of its fpirit; the enemy of every prace
tice which hardens the heart; the encourager

y :c anc}l;ents.n The Chriftian Religion, he avers ( ;

bl ¢ is the only caufe cap: A ¢ the myftery hid from ages and generations.”*

?‘S  ofren '1)" aufe capable to praduce fo great an yltery 4 B

& ; e&. That wifdom which is from above is I.t would 'bc cafy to vcru.fy the(:e juft and.encou-
4 ) pure, and peaceable, gentle, cafy to be en- raging remarks byalm}glmdu_‘c'hon of particulars,
treated, full of mercy. Genuine Chriftianity is in which modern Chriftian times are far more

blefled than were the brighteft and happieft pe-
riods of heathen ftory. Nor would it be difficult
to fhew in each inftance how the amelioration in
the ftate of focjety arifes immediately eitiier from

“of every virtue whi
ich renders the chara&
°r the letter of the Chriftian law, or from the genius

- “ humane, W i :
& “in purity m_ll(;creveg';tdhath been cltablihed and fpirit of our holy religion. A moment’s ;
¥ ’ prattifed with zeal, ki '
" | “ long-fuffering, mecknefs, bLowels c:f l\ll;izfg’ . refleétion will convince every one how materially r\{
“ charity, are the : ’ , the condition of one part at leaft of the human
rac .
graces which accompany it fpecies is improved ll:y the laws of a religion

:: hEven th‘e, vices and inventions of men, which
: Gav: mingled themfelves with the truths of
: th_o. » have not been able entirely to deftroy
) ‘el.r,effe&s. Under all difadvantages, the
) 1[gi(t;:nmrst of the gofpel exerts itfelf, civilizing the |
. .r(fe and moft barbarous nations, and ine |
“ piring a ger.ltl.enefs of difpofition, unknown to
any other religion. Along with the beft {piritual

which forbids polygamy, and bounds within the
narroweft limits the grounds on which divorces
may be claimed. We might fhew the influence i
of her fpirit in the difappearance of domeftic
flavery, and with it of many of the evils, its
conftant and neceffary attendants: in the banifh-

e RS

Tl T

oW, T

* Vide a Sermon * on the Situation of the World at the

g b, S DT T
! PR A

“ bleflings, th
e moft .
 have Ee,e V?luable temporal mercies « time of Chrift's appearance,” &c. preached before the So- o
« Chri .11 communicated to the world by cicty in Scotland for promoting Chriftian Knowledge, on ,‘;
lrlﬂlanlty. It not only fan&ifies our fouls . Monday January G, 1755, by Dr. Robertfon, then minifter at ’
o Gladfmuir. &
' i
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3}‘ | ing all tafte for the favage diverfions of the arena, . conqueft and of death by difperfing to the four
3;5 - where formerly men of the moft benevolent and winds of heaven the poor remains of thofe his
if‘ | tender minds found pleafure in the fight of human mifguided but patriotic encmies.* The trinmphal s
2 » beings wounding and deftroying cach other, or arch yet remains, under which the Roman general
iy H . . . ol
;i expofed to an unequal conteft with furious and pafled on his return to Rome, followed by the g
-"'. ! . . . . l:-\
ji | purpofely-irritated beafts. ' We might point your acclamations of lis fellow-countrymen —But
{g ; attention to the foftening the rigours of a ftate of were a Chriftian general to come from the field, o
% o warfare, and fhew, that, though Chriftianity has his vitorious banaers ftained with the blood of
"Y-"f‘. - . . o] M i:l‘
& | not yet {ucceeded in fo cffe€lually fubduing the but one fuch murder, no triumph would grace b
B H evil paflions of men that contefts individual and | his return; he would be met by the execrations, Ji
8 i national do not prevail, fhe has ftripped war of not of the good and gentle only, but thofe who ’
il i many of its horrors, and rendcred the expenfe of had been nurfed in camps would declare the 5
3 ) human comfort much lefs than in times of hea. man unworthy of the name of foldier, who had 5
i Y thenifin and barbarifm: Or we might contraft deftroyed one life but in open and honourable .
y the charaéter of men, who in the beft of heathen confliét, ‘Thefe are among the triumphs of the B
5 o times were accounted the ornaments of human Chriftian precepts of gentlenefs and love; the i
b nature, with thofe to whom the fuffrage of a effets of that #ew commandment given by our
ol o\ Chriftian public would attribute the honourable ) Lord, that men thould love one another, b
;3 , diftinftion of being good men. We might take, '5 It is fu.{hcmnt to have thus briefly mentioned
5 ' for inftance, that « darling and delight of man- thefe fubje&ts, upon which it would be eafy to
3 “Xkind,” as he was hailed, not in the language enlarge, fo as to form from them a body of tefti- S
Al . . . . i
‘C . of court flattery, but by the unbiaffed and deli-
3 ; b te de ,t f the wifeft and beft of his * The ficge and fack of Jerufalem will immediately occur b
3 _ I cratc ju ol_nen Of the wilelt « to the reader. T cannot ftain the page by tranferibing from
& fﬁ contcmporarles—-that depoﬁtary of every heathen the hiftorian of this memorable event the many inftances of {‘
§ A grace and virtue—that being, who in all his life favage barbarity of which Titus was guilty in the impalings i3
T Sadir oy . and crucifixiens of many of the Je h i i A
= | loft but one day,—and exhibit the humane and ) vy of the Jews who fell into bis =
; o : ) ) hands. It is no apology for him, that thefe people were £
% i clement Titus Vefpafian, amufing the lingering become extremely degenerate, or that he was the inftrument (‘
i weeks of a protraéted fiege by daily aéts of cru- in the fulfilling of ancient prophecy. Ex uno disce omues; ;
g { elty the moft refined ; and crowning his work of but he was extolled as the moft clement of conquerors. 5
' | rd R
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mony to the fuperior mildnefs and lu!manity, and.
confequently to the fuperior happinefs o‘F t.hc‘
prefent age, as well as to the influence of Chrift-
fanity in producing fo beneficial a cllallgf:; for
I perceive in your affembling together this day,
—mceting, not as is ufual with us, only to offer
up together our praifes and petitions, and to be
reminded of our duty by the word of God, but
with purpofes of the pureft bcncvolcncc,-j—onc
moft ftriking proof of the fuperior humanity of
prefent times: By the readinefs with which you
have come this day, prepared to make your of-
ferings of benevolence, each according to his
ability willing to further the good work, you ha\:c
borne witnefs to the cflicacy of your religion in
humanizing the manners and foftening the heart.
You are afling under the new commandmc.nt,
that men fhould love cach other; and fhewing
that you are the difciples of Him who firft de-
clared the right of all mankind to the charaéter
of our brethren, and faid, that inafinuch as men

[ 11 ]

tions in focicty, as you make this day; if they
ever called upon their religious inftruflors to
animate the higher orders to aéts of beneficence
to the inferior; if there is a fingle inftance of
the citizens of any flate of antiquity being af-
fembled for the avowed purpofe of counteraaing
the combined and unhappy effe@s of extreme
penury and ficknefs. Look among the venerable
remains of their edifices, We have many which

aftonith us by their vaftnefs, and delight by their -
extraordinary beauty and exquifite proportions,

Thefe were all raifed by the toil of the lower

orders of focicty; but we find not among them

one which was devoted to the reception of the

man by whofe labour they were erefted, when

ficknefs had cnervated his limbs, or age weighed

down his head.

It was with Chriftianity that thefe bleffed Afy-
lums began to exift; and they increafed as (he
flourithed.  'We have not time to attend to thejr
ftate or numbers during the ages of Chriftian

| did their favours 1o the lcaft and pooreft of his - barbarifin, but the Englith antiquary looks with '”

‘ brethren, it fhould be accounted unto them as honetft pride upon the long roll of Infirmaries and 1-

| done unto himfelf. ' Lazar-houfes furrendered at the period of the &

i For look into the hiftory of the moft renowned .Reformanon, the offspring of the humanity of ;

! people of ancient times, and fee if in the brighteft. | our early Chriftian anceftors.* And when the i

j i | there are any in- : . ) ‘ @

:= periods of heathen greatnefs, | tsy nd ; d'; The Proteftant, loft in admiration of the heroic virtue X

; i ftances of fuch condefcenfions to the wan . ’Pl")v""‘fl by the Reformers, forgets that too many of them a

3 b infirmities of thofe who occupied the loweft fta were guilty of infliting the fame cruelties upon others who 2

! '
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poor man obfcrves the numberlefs ftrudlures
cre@ed in every part of this happy ifland by the
benevolence of the rich, out of the moft diftin.
tercfted wifh to relicve him from a portion of his
burthen, he has reafon to blefs his Gop that he
became poor in a Chriftian country:.

The friends of Chriftianity have not, it is ap-
prehended, made as much advantage as they
rcafonably might, of the argument to be drawn

differed from them in religious opinions; fo alfo, viewing
only the bleflings which he perceives to have immediately
refulted on the freeing Chriflianity from that load of cere-
monies with which its purc worfhip was burthened, and from
many of thofe pernicious opinions with which its heavenly
doftrines were polluted, he lofes fight of fome effctls of the
glorious Reformation which were unfavourable to the interefls
of focicty. Amongft thefe may be noticed the depriving the
poor of many accuflomed fources of relicf, Hofpitals and

were almoft if not cntirely as numerous before the Rtefor-
mation as at prefent ; but moft of them being connc&ed with
religious houfes, when they loft that fupport, fell to decay.
The poor felt feverely the lofs of thefe places of relicf, till
.a parliament of Quecn Elizabeth provided for them, by an
A& which forms the foundation of the prefent fyftem of laws
relating to the poor. A few of thefe ancient hofpitals yet
exift, not however always for the benefitof the poor; a proof
of the importance to the perpetuity of thefe cftablifhments,
and the conftant appropriation of their funds according to
the intentions of the donors, that a confiderable portion of
their income fhall depend upon the voluntasy contributions
of a public which never dics, nor is ever found averfe from
fupporting fuch Inftitutions while worthy of its patronage.

e € Aen PAE g Tra i T e
PN ey et T v I
Yt ‘vl‘-‘—:.'.’"'- PPN T

other eftablihments for their benefit, voluntarily ere@ed,

1k

Freat T e S

13 ]

from theamcliorated condition of the lower orders
of focicty, when fpeaking of the benefit derived
to the world by the new-difcovered grace of our
Lord Jefus Chrift: nor has fuflicient attention
been paid to the ftate of the lower orders in civi-
lized heathen countries, by thofe who have pro-
feffed to write on the hiftory and manners of
Greece and Rome, A reader of the original
writers from whom we derive moft of our know-
ledge of thefe illuftrious nations might fuppofe,
that what we call indigence was fcarcely known
among them: and to a confiderable extent it is
prefumed, that amongft thofe perfons of whom
we fpeak when we ufc the terms Greeks or Ro-
mans, that is, thofe perfons who enjoyed the
privileges of citizenfhip in the free flates of anti-
quity, there were but few who depended upon
Jifinterefted bounty for their daily fupport. In
the better ages of thofe commonwealths, induftry
and frugality, the habits of felf-denial which their
political inftitutions encouraged and enforced;
and in the more corrupt, the value of the votes
which each pofieifed in the cle@tions to the ho-
nours and oflices of the ftate, moft of which were
popular ; fecured the citizens from the extremes
of poverty and diftrefs. But they were not all
Grecians who were of Greece 3 nor were all Ro-
mans who lived in that celebrated city, or in the
provinces where the inhabitants enjoyed many of
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ftate of humiliating degradation.

[ 14 ]
the privileges of Roman citizenfhip,  While thefe
people talked and fought for liberty, while the
declared that life was not worth the living for ii
flavery, they were keeping in a ftate of the moft
.dcplorable bondage a race of beings outnumber-
Ing themfelves, denying them the excrcife of the
commoneft rights of man. Thefe perfons held
the places in fociety which are occupied by the
poor of the prefent day; and the rich made no
efforts to render their burthens more cafy ; but
eftceming them born only to minifter to ,thclr
luxury, they treated them as if they belonred to
fome inferior order of animated cxnhenccs.b
It- would too much fhock the ears of a Chriftian
audience to be told of all the oppreflions to which
.fhcfe perfons, the poor of former days, were fub.
Jc&.. The moft abjet of thofe who fill the fub-
?rdmate ftations, and perform the menial offices
m a Chriftian country, may look down in pity
upon the lower orders of people in the feveral
ftatt.as of Greece, and in the city and adjcinin
territory of Rome. They were people with fcwg
if any, political rights ; they were even incapab];
of changing the mafter for whom they laboured
they had no opportunity of railing themfelves b;
any extraordinary diligence or fidelity from this
This hope,

which in our times comes to all, came not unto

‘them.  Confined to the loweft rank of life, there

;
{
i

i

[ 15 ]

many of them were born, and there they died.*
‘They marricd, but at the command of their
mafters: their offspring were his property.  The
parent and the child were often {eparated, to mect
no more. 'Fheir fervitude was of the hardeft
kind, their Jabour immenfe. When not employed
in the menial oftices of a family, or in the works
of agriculture and mafonry, they were confined
to unhealthy employments in fubterrancan apart
ments ; they were generally to be feen in chains;;
they were obliged to {ubmit to every degrading
purpofe of their tyrant mafter: and it is a fatt
well known, that it was the common pra€lice of
the Spartan mafters to make their flaves drunk,
in order to exhibit to their children the odioufe
nefs of that vice. The lafh refounded in the halls
of thefe boafted fons of liberty ; and this not as
neceflary and occafional difcipline, but profefledly
to keep in fubje&ion the minds of thefe unhappy
people, who fometimes might prefume to think
that they had been men.  To crown their wrongs,
their lives were fported with in the moft open

* The Spartans were abfolutely forbidden by an ancient
law to manumit any of their flaves. Among the Romans,
we find that fome of the flaves did procure their liberty. A
perfon who had once been a flave, could however never par«
take of the privileges of even the loweft clafs of citizens;
nor was emancipation ever made a neceffary confequence of
good conduét; but in the few inflances in which it was
granted, it was folely an a& of free grace in the propristor.
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and fhamelefs manner. A law of Lycurgus ap.
pointed as a ncceifary precaution the murdering
them in cold blood, whenever they were becoming
fo numerous as to give caufe of apprchenfion to
their oppreflors.  And the hiftorian Tacitus re-
lates, that a Roman of high birth, who had four
hundred flaves under his roof, having been afiaf-
finated in his houfc by the furious revenge of
one of them, the whole number without excep-
tion were put to death.* |
Thefe were the people, who in the days of
heathenifm occupied the lower fations in fociety;
and this the manner in which the image of Gop
imprefled upon them was defaced and difhonoured.
But furely you will fay, when thefe hands
whiclh had laboured for the eafe and emolument
of the rich, became enervated by difeafe or in-
ceffant toil ; when their bodies were nearly worn
out by unremitted labour; thefe boafted fons of
genius, liberty, and virtue provided for their faith-
ful fervants fome fecure and happy retreat from
the hurry and the cares of life: their fun at leaft
fetin peace. Yes; the Chriftian naturally hopes
and looks that this fhould have been the cafe: he
miftakes for the native di€tates of the human
heart the fuggeftions of a mind with its moral

* This was according to a law of long ftanding in the

Roman commonwealth, See Tac, Anp, lih. xiv, cap. 42
et 43.
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(enfibilities formed by the precepts and genius of
4 heaven-defcended religion. But turn to the
faithful page of hiftory, and fee if the paflage to
that flate where the rich and the poor meet toge-
ther, was fmoothed by any indulgence to thc.fc
poor outcafts of the world. She blufhes while
(he records the crueltics which attended the hour
of ficknefs and nature’s decay; fuch they were
as muft have made them long for the place where
alone the wicked cecafed from troubling, and
where the weary might be at reft.

There was a fmall ifland in the Tiber, on which
it was the frequent praélice of the Romans to
expofe their old, ufelefs, or fick flaves, there to
perith by hunger and cold, or to be wa.fhed off
by the rifing flood. The exiftence of this cuﬁ?m
we learn from an edi& of the Emperor Claudius
forbidding the pragtice. In the fame lsz it was
alfo prefcribed that no one fhould kill a {lave
merely for old age and ficknefs. But fup.poﬁng
that this edi® had been fri€tly obeyed, it is very
doubtful whether their condition would have been
much more comfortable : we may imagine what
others would have done, when it was the pro-
felfed maxim of the elder Cato to fell his fuperaP-
nuated flaves for any price, rather than maintain
what he eftcemed a ufclefs burthen* What a

# Suetonius in Vita Claudii, and Plut. in Vita Catonis, as
quoted by Hume in his Difcourfe ¢ on the Populoufnefs of
¢ ancient Nations.” Effays, vol.iv. p, 142,
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2
g% E noble contraft is this day exhibitefl, throughout their caufe, even to declare of them that in the ‘!
5 this opulent and Chriftian city, to the barbarous | eye of Him who is over all, the rich and the
e M condut of the falfcly-called liberal and enlight- | poor arc equal, for that men are brethren.
;i 1{ cned Romans! In this diftreffed and unhappy flate were the \
§ :L’E This then was the ftate to which thofe perfons : poor among the felf-denying and illiterate Spar. |
*;3« 11 were reduced who occupied the lower ftations in tans, the refined, luxurious, and generous Athe- 1
%it ' life, in times preceding Chriftianity.  That they ~nians, during the better ages of the Roman
4 1 fhould be thus degraded and oppreffed, was | commonwecalth, the days of their Cato and their
% J indeed a natural confequence of the fentiments _ Scipios : and when that once noble people be- i
| ik concerning them which prevailed among the . came fubjett to the defpotic rule of fome of the
i i’ . higher orders.  Where there was no love, no " moft enormous tyrants that ever difgraced and
{* t fellow-fecling, no fenfe of a common origin, no afflited human nature.  Variety of natjonal . *'
i profpeét of being hereafter brought to the fame charafter, change of political fituation, to them il
& S Jevel, it could not be expe&ted that there fhould be | was nothing. The poor were flaves, and flaves
%“ 43 any confideration refpeéling them, but how they | they were deftined to remain, The modes of
g might be made to minifter moft effeflually to | oppreflion were acquiring new horrors; the ’
3 the emolument or pleafure of their mafters; we | line which feparated thofe whe commanded
A could not expeét to find any difinterefted endea- _ from thofe who obeyed was becoming daily ,
i vour to mitigate the rigours of their lot, and more wide: in all human probability the infti-

fiill lefs their mafters indulging any thought of : tutions which had exifted ten centuries were to B

abridging themfelves of one carthly comfort or | continue ten centuries longer in augmented hor. |
Al luxury to render more tolerable the lives of men { rors, when the Gofpel of Chrift was promulgated, B
' fo mean as they were. Matters had continued in and like the Angel who vifited the two Apoftles =
this ftate through at leaft ten centuries, in differ- . in their prifon, ftruck off thefetters of the poor,
; ent climates of the world, in the fucceffive and reftored to them their long-loft liberty, and '
! fiages of intclleftual .improvement, under va the enjoyment of the common rights of man. g
| rious forms and modes of government. No It is not the authority of any fingle precept i
man had lifted up his voice with any effet in in the Gofpel, but the fpirit and genius of the
| Chriftian religion, more powerful than any par. &
B .? R
i '-
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Chriftianity did for the poor. There arc many
evils the natural and woeceflary attendants of
extreme poverty, which only the more wealthy 5
beings of a different fpecies from thofe who can can remove; and thefe evils we all know are much B
afford to avail themfelves of their fervices and increafed, when old age or ficknefs have debili-
Jabour. The temper which Chriftianity infpired tated the frame. You have heard with what
was confiderate, mild, and gentle ; abhorring inhumanity the ancients too often treated their
to infli&t one unncceflary pain, difpofed as f':“' poor, when the pains of habitual fervitude were i
: as poflible to banifh mifery, and delighting n aggravated by bodily weaknefles: they were
Eef. nothing fo much as in fecing all men happy. committed to unfeeling mafters to exhauft in B

ticular command, which hath abolifhed the
pratice of deprefling the lower orders to a ftate
of flavery, and treating them as if they were
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The doftrines it taught added fuch dignity and
luftre to human nature, as made its profeflors
afhamed fo to trcat thofe on whom as well as

them the power of labour to the utmoft, or
expofed to perifh unpitied and unknown.
You, my Chriftian friends, are met for the

on themfelves was ftamped the image of divinity, exprefs purpofe not only of fupplying their

for whom the common Saviour had lived, and wants, but of affording them the beft poflible

‘:7 o F taught, and dicd, in the bleflings of whofe king- opf.)ortunity f?r the healing of their infirmities. S
& 4 dom they were to participate, as tljcy all partook With no felf-interefted views, but out of the love ]
together in the cup of his communion, and whom - you bear unto them, you feck to reftore their
% ,l they were taught to belicve that they fhould meet limbs to foundnefs, their bodies to health. But

5 ],‘f again beyond the tomb, and it mi.ght b-c, f(.:c them why are you fo employed? Not becaufe there is
g i cxalted to a ftate of far fuperior dignity and a fomething univerfally operating which difpofes
§ n;l glory. than (hould be allotted to thofe who w.cr.c | the heart to compaffion and humanity ; for we ﬁ
¢ . their mafters upon carth. Wherever fuch opini- have feen that the civilized and equally refined {
4 1 ons prevailed, men would hefitate  to dcgradti Roman was not affefted by any fuch influence; 5
j ; their fervants into flaves, and to ftrip them of but becaufe your ideas of moral beauty and
g fome of the moft honourable diftinétions of ra- | excellence, formed under the direion of your
5: | tional beings. religion, include the being kind one to another | B
i I But you are this day. a witnefs, that to redeem without any exceptions, the bearing each other’s
L: | :', them from a ftate of flavery was not all which burthens, the being ready to all good works, the
% . '. | | | 2
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W i long connefled with their religious fervices 6
Y . . . . o l i
%.‘ i fuccourmg the diftreft, the fCC(?.l{I.lg thc}hu?g;?r,. From the weckly Agape, or Love-Fealts, while
ft;i iiu the clothing fthe'“lz]‘ke?’ {'thel“ lfm%ht::di;c‘lr}: the fe& was humble and inconfiderable, there
4 i the affifting efpecially thofe who, in the . was alwavs 2 fometh o
2}‘ f‘ courfe of human events, cannot be expefted to ncceﬂitou); of theirt ]ll)l:gtl:iglwe(i?\/‘l?;ntl:liemg; | ‘
%) make you any return, under the cxpeltation that became numerous )owerful' and wealthy, tl |
% though they cannot recompenfc you, yct that you A L ! ? ) 1, the i
&3 1 Ilgb ompenfed at the refurre@ion of the minifters of religion were ufually the mediators of B
g 1 ib; fl::: ncr))t only the genius and fpirit of benevolence between the rich and the poor, In
3 uft. _ H . e . , . ;:
L | Sl e oy of e s
g h fitive commands are dirc&ted to the ameliora- pLie 5 % D08 v
| gg ig potl dition of the fuffering poor. Under y on the benighted world, the fpirit of benevolence N
i 1. ting the conditio . inc{fl ‘o reloice in | to the poor flourifhed amidft the decay of other
i her dommllon ml::n are cnlJO ys with tJhcm to Chriftian virtues and graces; and has at length B
3 A that they have the poor alwa ’ ai : ' it i §:
3 : . 3 improve their benevolent difpofitions prcv?llcd fo far that in moft Chriftian countries, B
x 3 exercuc a p | times with obicds of the rich have voluntarily made a legal furrender it
; 4 i imes w . : . o
3 .4, by prefenting fhem at a 1 Our Lorjd was to the poor of a right to a certain portion of all B
= PR - H - . A3 . . . » ' I
i b their Compaﬂ‘?mt; ‘:etgar ceach glad tidings to their poffeflions: a liberality which would have B
& . I ) . . . .
3 | g indeed one anointe (:I e CE’ tve. to heal excited the utmoft aftonifhment, could it have -
4 o « the pOOI;: dellwcral:icc (f)t B pty tilem dat been contemplated by any heathen fage: nor . i
= ! « the broken-hearted, to fet at liber l . . . . | B
AN | « are bruifed * and Chriftianity thus thews itfelf fatisfied with this, they have provided other
% A are brinica: ot thv to have come from extraordinary means of relief for cafes of diftrefs
F i 1 (0] . . . . N
g I to be a dlfPen atloon worthy ot firlt which make larger claims upon the community
3 that impartial Being who E]accd n:len ]:llt ¥ than ordinary inftances of poverty. B
& : ity o regards all man- ) . .. £
§ : 4n a ftate of equalllt), ant;l ‘? ndnti . Of this nature is the noble Inftitution, to the
3 | ; i enign: - . . . N
ﬁ | kind w{‘tth anisqel:rtra‘:l . hafe felt t){1e nfluence fupport of which you are come this day difpofed IS
;;g ‘ Chri |ans.{_ b J wghich their gle';t teacher liberally to contribute. To you to whomitis fo : o
4 romiles ¢ . ) : :
% A Offthzeg i comrr):ands of liberality 5 and, as if well known any enlarged difplay of its excellen- E
- s enfor _ : . :
in atteftation to the truth we have been main- cies would be fuperfluous: nor need I remind

taining, the miniftering to the poor was an office you that it depends principally for its fupport
al ) o ; i '
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upon the voluntary contributions of its benevolent
friends. It can fcarcely be neceflary to recall
to your memorics, that there is no method in
which you can do as much good at the fame
expenfe to yourfelves, as by maintaining fuch
citabliliments as thefe.  You call in to your aid
the remains of the liberal contributions of its
carlier friends: your bounty is defended from
the encroachments of the bold and forward, who
in many other modes of beftowing relicf often
feize upon that which ought to fall into the hands
of the more neceflitous, but more modeft poor: the
objells of your bounty are perfons in the greateft
poflible diftrefs, for they are thofe who are at
once the vi&tims of poverty, of ficknefs, and of
pain. Auad permit me to mention, as peculiar
to this eftablifament, that your benevolence avails
‘tfelf of one of the richeft prefents from the
great Giver of all good : the ftrcam of health
fows full and free, it is fuperfluoufly copious ;
the means of healing arc given you; you are
afked but to bring the cripple to its banks, who
may bathe and be reftored. Lven this very ftreamp
ffords an illuftration of the argument which
has been purfued in this difcourfe : while in
heathen hands it was guarded with the firiteft
jealoufy from the pollution of the humbler fons
of men, it was teferved to gratify the luxury of
thofe who fought not to prolong the lives, but

l,—-.‘.'t';.‘_'.' IR P T el T o P e T T T e st f tamfagoag Mg = Ta Bl
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and much neceflity and mifery alas! are abroad
in the world,—as good ftewards of the manifold
grace of God.  So fhall we be found at laft
amongft thofe who have proved themfelves on
earth genuine difciples of Chrift, and be admitted
by him with exceeding glory into his ever-
lafting, heavenly kingdom.

FIN/S.

Printed by Richud Cruttwell, St. James's-Street, Bath,
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often expedited the deaths, of their once faithful &
attendants, No Chriftian cver approached this

fountain of health, and felt its reviving and u
invigorating power, without conceiving the be-

nevolent wifh, and perhaps breathing the pious i

prayer, that all who wanted it, were prefent to

feel as he did.

, Let then the poor, let all be thankful that i’
! they live in Chriftian times and let cach of us,
according to the meafure of our ability, preferve

this beft diftinguifhing feature in the Chriftian *
difpenfation, by being kind one to another, ,

Joving as brethren, communicating of our abun-

dance to the neceflities of our poorer brethren,—
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