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REPORT.

IIAVING, with every friend to humanity, lnmented the -
difliculty of extending the benefit of vaccination to the'
lower classes of soctety, which, for many years, have, iu'
this country, been the principal sufferers from small.pox, .
and having found the exertion of individuals, and even the' -
establishment of socicties, one of which, a faw years agoy
I : was formed in this city, unavailing, sufliciently to inferest-
the poor on this important subject, I considered it indis-"
pensable, in any attempt to eflect an extensive pauper vac-:
L R _ ~ cination, to profit of the influence and authority of those
bodies of wen to whom, in mest large cities, the law has
peculiarly entr nsted the care of the poor; and, at the same
u - timo, to endeavour to obtain the consent of the poor to o
such a measure, by holding out to them tlle additional ] |
, iuducement of a reward,

~ st

In tlns city the important duty of takmg care of the poor Lo
: tests with sixty citizens, called Guardians of the Poor, and | A
& /N 1. f e et [ S]] S i _ _ who hold o monthly court; some of these are magistrates,
: El V.32 B A e ERETE fis - aud being myself, as a magistrale, a member of this court,
El%]\!}’fa o 1 have several times urged it to take this subject into _
- sonsideration. X o0
’%]\ El . - . . ’ n . - n
' ,i!.iﬁ’g-_';-l A | : - In the beginning of August, 1812, having information
_ : ' ' * that ‘the small.pox had appeared in some neighbouring
gi AE , f
Li‘)rary, Natlonal Institute of Public ll’ealthﬂl ?
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~ villages, I was induced to rcuew my earnest application to

the court on tho subject, and I succeeded in obtalning not
only its sauction for a general gratuitous vaccination of
tho poor, but its concurrence in my proposal that each
individual vaccinated should recelve hnlf a crown, This

.resolution of the court was publicly notified, and the three

city surgeons were directed to vaccinate all poor persons,
resident in the city, who should apply, whether they, paro-
chially, belouged to it or not.

. The vaccingtion commenced immediately, and the readl-

 ness with which the poor submitted to it is manifest, from

seven hundred and fifty foug persons, principally children,
having been vaccioated from the 10th of August to the 10th
of September, 1t has been continued from that time to
the present, with tho exception only of the month of
Januayry, when all alaun respecting small-pox had subsi-
ded; and the result has been most important to humanity,

.two thoysand, three hundred, and nincty.one individuals

having, in consequence of this measure, had the benefit of
vaccipation, between the 10th of Augusl, 1819 and the
101!1 of August, 1813,

.

. B.Y Nr. ngby Pedsencsssssestsnassssse 854.
Mr. Ke)'r'r}er ) City 58

Mr, Robinson. Surgeons | 408

Mr, Deacon .. N .- 618

_ Blr. Paowell, Surgeon to the Dispensary 262

-I\Ir; COOPEr seesnsesrsoscssnaiesis 1065

Mr.’ Scottl..l.‘ll...l...l....llll.. 12

Ml‘u Purlanll e o.oool-----oao-otcno 2
: 12

*n OI..I.0.0. I.l“..,‘..l..

2391
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Which id, probably; 4 greater nurbar tfin’h, withfn {he

-#ame period, have bieen vaccinated in any othcr piace, in

lhis tountry, of like populatlon.

Of these, fifteen hundred and ¢ight have éach received

half a crowa, the court having paul the sum of 188,-(:‘ 103.

for this purpode. -

As beford observed, the vaccination was ﬁrst had re-
coutse Lo in consequence of the near nfiproach of this smail,
fibx, The prowptness with whiehi it was undértaken, and
the covsiderable numbérs which were lmmcdmfely vac(l::.
fﬁll(’d, séém' effcetually, at that tlmo, ‘o haveé pre\entcd
its spredding 1a the cify, though'a cdse of natiiral smalf.
Pox, trdced from d neighbduring village, had occurred, and
att additional source of iniféction had subséquently been m.
troduced by viriolous indeuldtion, fof wmitiF ¢he imonth of
I'ebruary not a single case of the disease existed, at whlch
fime fousteen' hundded dnd fifteerd hati beén vaccuiated

In thé bugining of February a soldiers wire‘, 'ﬁ‘l’fd‘fiad
gasstd through Lotidon, with thyee ¢hildrén, care fnto (he
clty—lter eldést Loy was full of the suidll.pox, and thié £vo
dtiier children weré sickening with it, a1l of thém having

cauglititin Loudon, This unfortunate fact ‘}ns §oon made

public, and the vaccination inimediately aﬂam 1had reconrsé
to ;' but thé small.pox, oxi this oceasior, soon fourid iis’ w ay
among the unvatciitated, and séveral clilldren were sacri.
ficed to it within a few weeks; for it had appegred, nearly
at thie same time, itt a differcnt part of the city, and it was
ascertained to have been, also, brought thither by another
unfortinate communication with the meEmpolls. The num.
et of perséns who liad not proﬁtcd.of the vaccination in
the preceding aiitumn, proved niow to be greater than ‘was
expected; for caleulating on the probable average number

' - Sd ; - . .
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of annual births in the lower classes, and on (ho supposed

pumber of indlviduals who had the small-pox in the ycars

1808 and 1809, I had estimated the number liable to the

disease, in the beginning of August, 1812, not to lmc 0X.
cceded thirteen hundred,

o

Though many of the poor were daily vaccinated, more,

indeed, thun I still caleulated to be liable to the small.pox,

there was an uufortunate number who yet neglected the
boon, and among these the discase has, from (hat time to

the present, spreadl itselfy and I regret to record that, from
the 10th of Feb. to the 3d of Sept. sixty-five deaths have

occurrell from it. How much greater the sacrifice of
human Jife would have been, had not so extensive u vaccl.
nation taken place, may easily be conjectured—had those,
who were vaccinated, been lable to take the infection, the

.deaths \vould, probably, have excecded four huudred,

Durmg this time, I am sorry to say, there were many
instances of the grossest carelessness in the exposure of
patients, in.all stages of, the disease, in- the most public
streets, It was also admuued into several public-houses,

 the resort of conntry persons, and thence communicated to

some uughbuurmg villages. I failed, in an application to
the acting magistrate, to take some steps to ascertaln w hat
public-houses were thus infected, and to guard strangers,
lmble to the disease, against entering them, as he concelved
there was no law to counfenance such an interference.

~~ The vaccmahon, in the preceding autumn, having been
50 comple(cly successful in preventing the spread of the

small-pux, was, unquestionably, a most gratifying circum-
atance; but though during the subsequent vaccination,
from Iebruary {o August the dlsease still made a fatal

K

_ progress, the melancholy fact has afforded an irrofmgab.lo
_proof of lhe,pmtccting power of vaccination s during this
period probably not fewer. than, four hundred individuals
have had the small.pox ; there has likewise been no intéf-
mission of the discase—it has been coustguily spreading,
“and on man} occnalons, patients, as before observed, have
been publ!uly exposed, Of tho two thousand, three hun.
"dred, and ninety.one vaccivated during the year, it may
he assumed, that at least two thousand have beca resident
“in the city since February; and consequently: equally
exposed to an infections atmosphere as tlle-ullvaccjnatéd,
and yet but one single instance,. in that nuwmber, has oc-
;cu'rrcd, in which the protecting influence of vaccination has
been suspected, and this. has been clearly ascertained. to
have been a caso of premature vesicle, which ‘suddenly
rose, soon disappeared, and evidently. produced, no -con-
stitutional affection.* Whereas gvery,unvaccinated, pere
son, thus exposed, has probably taken the disease, nnc_l‘,J
should fear, of those, remaining at present uninfected, if
not promptly vaccimted, that-very few will escape,: -0
_ . . . oy 1ot
. S R R IR
% This was a child of Mrs, Goslllng, in Groul's Yard, st thn‘s of
Tlmberhlll; it had bccn vqcclnnted in Apnl; 1 visited it ,on. (hp

20th of July; there. were many recepi vrsllges of dislmct vurugla
upon it, On emminlng the vnccinated arm, 1 could dctecl no cicqlrix,

“and Mrs. Goslling, unasked, said she altributed tlié Failure {5 flie veslcl'e

having sisen sconer, subsided sooner, and having been less than ihose
in ber other three children, who were vaccinated at the same time, aud
yrho have all rcsistc_d_the infection, . ‘ IR RS

Ty
»

As a singular coincidence, T wonld observe, that about this time my
frlcnd Mr. Chandler, of 8t, Falih's, called npon me to say that he_had
Just seen ' patient under small. -pox, who had been inoculated by him,
for that disease, nine yoars ago, and then appcared to have had the
genuine ymall-pox,
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From the lntercourse betucen Norwich and the neigh.

bouring. villages, the small.pox was soon Inlroduced iu!o

them, and has sinco spread into various parls of the coun-
ty; it has also prevalled much, and’ bceu vory fatal at

-Yarmouth, whero few have been varcinatod , many of the

Local Militla were infected thero, and comnumic'llcd it,
on thelr return, to their rcspcctire villngos. Its progres
has also been much accelcrated and its diffusion promoled,

Dby the unjustifiable, and’ much to be' reprobated practice

of variolous inoculation, I lament to say, that some pro-
fessional men have allowed themselves to inoculate for
small-pox; but it has been princlpall, dono by despicable
emplncs, ihncrants, oven shoemakers, aud old women ; and
in’ some instauccs, it lms been ordered’ hy ignorant over.
leers of parasbes.

]n siach a disastrous stato of the (lisc'\so; spreading, as
it is, at this time, through many populous dlstricls,
general graluitous \'nccinntlou of the poor cannot bo ‘too
much arged, The signal success of the measure in Nore

wich has.at once establishéit its prncliéalnln_ly, and shewn -

that the means of effecling it are within the reach of every
parish in the kingdom. That these meaus are not of diffi-
cult’ applucntlon is ev ulent from its lm\ing been therg

‘carrie(l through mthout the smallest ngilatwn of, tllq phha

llc m;nd—wit,hppt apy. mtpl;ruptmp. ‘,Q. nnhhp bysinpss—

mth even, hut liftlg loss, of, time to the. poon themsalves—
‘ ‘}Dﬂ compwatively with, little. professional inconvenience,

Ang that it is not objectionable on account of the paro-
chial expence incurred by it, is equally evident, from tivo
thousand, three hundred, and ninety.one having been
Taccmatcd atan expence to the city of only ]88£ lOs.
and against this must be placed’ the expence w]uch would

hnve accrued to the city, had even half that m;mbqr takelg _

the small.pox. 'The vaccination of eight in a, family,. carh

T e aag L Ty
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tuking tho reward, Lrings an expence of only one jjound;
but should fonr ouly In o family sicken with this disease,
an exponce o the amount of several pounds woull, pre-
Lably, be incurred,  ‘The derangement of a poor family,
by the futroduction of small-poz, is of the most distressing
kind; an immediate suspension of labour takes place; the
time and attention of every one are directed to the poor
sullerers; incrensed wants arise; the necessaries for tho
sick arg of a more expensive kind; the meaus of supply-
plying them cease; the wretched father can earn nothing,
he has neither time nor ability to work—he is compelled to
apply for p.lrochial relief; and though parishes often give
with too sparing a hand, on no occasions have parochial
burdens been more severely felt, than when ihe small-pox
has spread throngh a district. '

- o

Tt has been objected to this measure, that medical men
cannot be expected always to vaccinate the poor without

some remuneration, T all places of considerable popula-"

tion, the medical carc of the poor is contracted for, at a
fixed annual stipend; and though I fear, there aré. few
instances. of this kind, in which surgeons are paid with
adequate liberality, yet when a parish, or a district, is
taken, it becomes an object of wconomy and policy to vac-
cinate every, pauper, rather than risk the expence, trouble,
and I may certainly add, the anxiety of attendmg them
vuder so horrid a disease, On this ground, Tam persuaded,
there is nothing to fear, There has been, comparativ cly,
little reluctance shewn by medical men, to.extend the
great benefits of the Jennerian discovery; on the cone
trary, with few exceptions, much good semse has been
evinced in their carly appreciation of its high value, and
much zeal and personal exertion have been used-by, them,
to establish and extend its beneficial influence in society.

s o RS
TR e L .
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But still more effectually to prevent the future admission
‘of small-pox, and to increase the probability of its ultimate
“extinction, an event which every fricnd of humanity will
indulge in anticipating, more is unquestionably necessary,
It hus been ascertained, that smallepox inoculation is the

“qreat means by which the disease is keptin existence,® and

that London, through its agency, is tho great generating

"fucus of variolous iul'cchou, whence, as in its late commu.

‘wication to Nornich, it radiates to every part of the em.
‘pire.  While this practice continues, it will be utterly im.
‘possible to extinguish small.pox, or to prevent the occa-
sional atarm cven of thosc who have been vaccinated, It
is, thercfore, indispensable to the interests of humanity,
that the practice should ccase; but it is preily cvident,
while any pecuniary gain attaches to it, individuals will be
found to practice it; and while any prejudices remain
against vacciuation, which it is thele obvious interest to
keep up and increase, there will be no difficulty in finding
subjects to practice upou.

Under these circumstances there appears no resource:
~ but in legislation; and the accamulated mischiefs which

have already resulted from the practice, together with its
direct tendency to destroy lifey by diffusing a pestilential
and dangerous disease, will surely justify the passing a
Jaw, imposing a severe penalty on any one, dircctly or ile
directly concerned in the act of variolous inoculation,

The greater number of those who are agents in this mis.
clhievous practice, are, Iam persuaded, incapable of rea-
soning on the subject, and probably still less capable of
any moral discussion ; but those few of lhd'p;ofcssion, who
continue it,assume, as a justification, the allegedinsccurity

# Report of the National Yaccine Establishment, 1813,

11

of vaccination; and to establish such an opinion, are loud

i thelr abuse of it Industrlous in collecting cases of doubt

or crror in vaccmntion, some of which must necessarily

‘occur In very great’ numbers, in magnifying supposed

failures, and in laying them most conspicuously bel'ore tha
public in nows.papers, &c.

' Tlmﬁgh most of {hese casos of imputed failure have been

. matisfactorily explained,* an unfavorable impression has,
" eerfainly, been made on the public mind, the progress of

vaccination has been impeded, and what is to be lamented,
doubts and alarms have been oxcited in the minds of those
who have heen vaccinated; on this account, I have no
hesitation in saying, the opposers to vaccination havemuch

“to auswer for.  Admitling their adduced cases of failure to

their utmost extent, vaccination would still be a blessing;
it would be no ‘reason for abandoning vaccination, buta
powerful one for preventing the introduction of small-pox,
and formcreasmg our cfforts to exterminate it; and as.
suming it possible that the failures: were even one in
twenty, the means of effccting this important ‘purpose
‘would, obviously, be still increased in the proportion of
nineteen to one. I will say further, and say it gravely, that
on a fair comparison of the two inoculations, no man of
sound inteltect, of correct moral feeling, and who does not
prefer his individual interest to the general and more im-
purl.mtmtercsts of society, will hesitate to prefer vaccina-
tion to variolation, Whenno other menns of lessening the
fatality of small-pox than inoculation were known, the
practice was justifiable; and had the security which indi-
viduals obtained from it, been extended to all classes of
society, and no injury dono to any, it would have bheena
general blessing, It is well known, however, that its

# §ee Norfulk Chronicle, September 4, 1813,
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. henefits were ever limited to certaln orders, and that the

poor never having been ineculated to any oxtent, not only
failed to profit of it, but the discase being constantly kept
up by a never.ceasing partial inoculation of their richer
neighbours, they were, more than ever, exposed to infection,
and the averago mortality fromn ity though almost exclu.
sively confined to them, became even greater than before
the discovery of inoculation; population propdrtionutely
suffering. \¥ith vaccinatian this could not have been—the
protection it gives is withont alloy ;5 with it, the security of
one is not obtained by exposing others to danger: it is
not an infectious discase.

Inoculatcd small-pox is atlended with flluess in its

eruplive stage, sometimes with severe sywptoms in every
stage, and it has been calenlated to have ovcastoned death
in the proportion of one in three hundred.,

A very few years agogindeed, inoculated smallspox was
much moro fatal, in several parts of Norfolk—at Elmham,

Holt, and Aylsham., In Aylsham, considerable numbers

were itoculated, and the deaths were nearly one in twenty,

The peculizr constitutional change induced by small.pox,
by which scrofula lins been so cften elicited, is not con.
fined to the natural discase; the inoculated small-pox,

‘wlien severe, has the same prejudicial influence on the con-
stitution, anid this las been one of the popular objections

toit, Thave only one otlier observation to make—vario.
lvus inloculation does not, iu every instance, prevent the
future admission of the disease;—there are many well
attested cases of its recurrence,

Vaccination, on the contrary, through its whole pro-
gress, is aftended with very little perceptible illncss, there

13
is o cruptive fever, there are no frightful convulsions in
children, and as it does not in any degree disturh the sys-
tem, it cannot be charged with exciting any latent morbid
affection ; it Is wholly free from danger ; and notwithstand-

ing the magnified reports of the anti-vaccinists, the instances
of its failing to secure against small-pox, are not more thau

“those which liave followed variolous inoculation,

From a report to the Prench government on the general
state of vaccination, it appears that the proportion of fai-
lures in France has been only as 1 to 381,666.%

In all the reflecting and educated classes, there is little
doubt of vaccination being generally adopted.  But I am

advocating the vaccination of the poor. With them, the

means of infornation, on important subjects, are not very

attainable; nor can they, for want of intellectunl improve.

ment, readily appreciate new discoveries, at all connected
with sclence. Ou all subjects involving the happiness of
the lower classes, thuch is expected, fron the exerted influ.
ence of the higher and more educated chsses- and on
this, it would scem their obvious duty, to give them in-
formation, to remove their doubts and prejudices, aud to-
offer motives for- their consent {o » measure of such im-
portance, not only to their indiv idual welfare, but to the

general interests of society,—I lament to say, little dispo.
sition of this kind has shewn itself; and from what { have

observed, I fear it will bo diflicult to excite among the.

higher classes such an interest, on this subject, as to in-
duce, on their part, any extensive exertion, in behaif of
pauper vaccination.

# National Yaccine Eatablishment for 18i8,
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“I'he efficiency of a gilt offered to the poor hias heen une. -

quivocally proved in the late extensivo pauper vaccination
in Norwlch, and there is little doubt but a stmilar incasure
would be ciqually successful In other places: but the truth
must not be concealed, thero appears no disposition to fol.
low thisexample,—Esen in the immediate neighbourhooid
of_Nbrwicl_n it has not heen adopted, nor has the experiment
een attewpted in any part of the county of Norfolk, [
fear, thereforo, that even this measure, which promises so
cffectually to establish vaceination among the poor, will
not bo gencrally, if atall, bad recourse to, upless enjoined

Dy legislative authority—and if cousidered as a parochial

allowance, there would scem no more objection to par-
liament directing a reward, on the vaccination of the poor,
to be paid inevery pasish in the empire, than there is in
its dirccting a specific allowance to the wives and childrea
of militia men, '

Under r conviction, thercfore, that the destructive pro.

- gress of the small.pox canuot be arrested, unless variolous
inoculation be compleatly put down; and that no mea-

sure is so calculated to produce the general vaccination of
the poor, (which seems cqually necessary to the extinclion
of small.pox,) as the giving to each person vaccinated a

sinall pecuniary reward ; and being not less satisfied that
neither of these measures can be carried into any extensiye

effect without legislative inteeference, I trust the subject,
important as it is iu a moraly and in a nativnal yview, will,
jn due time, engage the attention of parliament. ¢

EDIWVARD RIGBY.
Norwich, Sept. 6, 1813,

I TR
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BACON, EINNEBROOK, AND Cu, FRINTERS, NORWICH.
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