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LETTERS ON TIIE CHOLERA MORBUS;

SHEWING TIHAT IT IS

: NOT A COMMUNICABLE DISEASE.

o
%‘ i isti ETTER |
ﬁ; The first serics of these Letters, consisting of five, appearcd LETTER L.
Q} ¥ . . » H .
h}‘ in the months of September and October of the present year; I' we view the progress of this terrific malady, as it tendsto disorganise
:isi}‘ ’ socicty wherever it shows itself, as it causes the destruction of huwman life
25 . . . . ctensive se: ] d s vast expense
e five others, written in a more popular form, were inserted in o on an extensive scale, or as it cramps commerce, anc Cause .
:}3 ’ pop ’ in the maintenance of quarantine and cordon establishnents, no subject
o Newspaper from time to time, in the course of this month:— can surely be, at this moment, of deeper interest. TLs to be mgr‘f“e(‘lj’
= indeed, that, in this country, political questions (of great lmagmfliu e
5 " . . ertainiv , i i arge, from
L a few additions and alterations, preparatory to their appearance certainly), should have prevented the legislature, and socicty ?t , gl » 1ol
examioing, with due severity, ail the data connected with cholera, In

order to avert, should we unhappily be afflicted with an epidemic visita-
tion of this discase, that state of confusion, bordering on anarchy, which

we find has occurred in some of those countrics where it has this year
‘1. . . . appeared, ) )

If, at a moment like the present, they prove in any mamier ”{Vere this letter intended for the eyes of medical men only, it would be
unnecessary to say that, during cpidemics, the safety of thousands rests
upon the solution of these simple questions :—Is the disease commuui-
cable to a healthy person, from the body of another person labonr!ng
under it, either directly, by touching him, or imlirectly, by tOUCh{“g
any substance (as clothes, &e.) which might have been in contact with
him, or by inhaling the air abont his person, either during his illness or
after death ? —Or is it, on the other hand, a disease with the appearance
and progress of which sick persons, individually or collectively, have no
: influence, the sole cause of its presence depending on un_knpwn states of
g November 26th, 1831. . the atmosphere, or on terrestrial emanations, or on a_prmmple. aura, or
; _ whatever else it may be called, elicited under certam circumstances, from
both the earth and air 2—In the one case we have what the French, very
generally 1 believe, term mediate and immediate contagion, while the term
infection would seem to be reserved by some of the most d'lstmgulshed of
their physicians for the production of diseases by a deterlorqted atmos-
phere : ——much confusion would certainly be avoide(} by this ?doptlon
of terms.* Now it is evident, that incalculable mischief must arise when

in the shape of a pamphlet, have been made.
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useful to the public, the writer will feel great satisfaction.
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* As medieal men in this Country, employ the word infection and confagion in various
senses, I shali, gencrally, substitute transmissible or communicable, to avoid obscurity.
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a community acts upon crroncous decisions on the above questions; for,
it we proceed in our measures on the prlnm‘:lc of the discase not heiny
either dircetly or indirectly transmissible, ane that it shoukl, nevertheless,
be so in fuct, we shall congign many to the grave, by not advising mea-
sures of separation between those in heatth, and the peisons, clothes, &e.,
of the sick. On the other hand, shonld governments and the heuds of
families, act on the principle of the disease bring transmissille from
person to person, while the fact may be, that the discase is produced in cach
person by his breathing the deteriorated atmosphere of a eertain fimited
surface, the calamity in this case must be very meat; for, as las hap-
pened on the Contineut lately, cordons may be established to prevent
flight, when flight, in certain cases, wonld seem to be the enly means of
safety to many ; and familics, under a false impression, may be induced
to shut themselves up in localitics, where *¢ every breeze is hane.” .
Hence then the importance, to the state and to individuals, of n rigie
investigation of these subjects. It is matter of general regret, 1 believe,
among medical men, that hitherto the question of cholera has not always
been handled in this country with due impmtiulit{. LEven some honest
men, from erroncous views as to what they consider ¢ the safe side” of
the question, and forgetting that the safe side can only be that on which
truth lics (for then the people will know what to doin the event of an
cpidemic), openly favour the side of communicability, contrary to their
inward conviction; while the good people of the quarantine huve been
stoutly at work in making out that precautions are as necessary in
the cholera as in plague. Meantime our merchauts, and indecd the
whole nation, are ﬁrlcd with astonishment, on discovering that neighbour-
ing states enforce a quarantine against ships from the British dowinions,
when those states find that cases of disease are reported to them as oc-
curring among us, resembling more or less those which we have so loudly,
and I must add prematurely, declared to be transmissible. It is quite
trne that, however decidedly the question may be set at rest in this
country, our commerce, should we act upon the principle, of the disease
not being transmissible, would be subject to vexatious measures, at least
for a time, on the part of other states; but let England take the lead in
instituting a full inquiry into the whole subject, by a Committee of the
House of Commons; and if the question be decided against quarantines
and cordons by that body, other countries will qnickly follow the example,
and explude them as being much worse than uscless, as far as their ap-
plication to cholera may be concerned. It is very remarkable how, in
these matters, one country shapes its course by what seems to be the
rule in others; and, as far as the point merely affects commerce, without
regard 1o alterior considerations, it is not very surprising that this should
be the case; but it is not till an epidemic shall have actually made its
appearance among us, that the consequences of the temporising, or the
precipitation, of medical men can appear in all their horrors.  Let no man
hesitate to retract an opinion already declared, on a question of the
highest importance to society, if he should sce good reason for doing so,
after a patient and unbiassed reconsideration of all the facts. We are
bound, in every way, to act with good faith towards the public, and
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one case; for instance, great retching, and a profuse serous discharge
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erroncons views, in which that public is concerned, ought to be declared
ns soon a8 discovered, To show how erroncous some of the data are
from which people are likely to have drawn conclusions, is the main
cause of my wish to occupy the attention of the public; and in doing
this, it is certainly not my wish to give offence to respectable persons,
though I may have oceasion to notice their errors or omissions,

Previous to proeeeding to the consideration of other points, it may
be observed, that all doubt is at an end as to the identity of the Indian,
Russian, Prussian, and Austrian epidemic cholera; no greater difference
being observed in the grades of the disease in any two of those conntries,
than is to be found at different times, or in difierent places, in each of
them respectively. At the risk of being considered a very incompetent
judge, if nothing worse, | shall not hesitate to say, that if the same as-
scinblage, or grouping of symptoms be admitted as constituting the same
disease, it may at any time be established, to the entire satisfaction of an
unprejndiced tribunal, that cases of cholera, not unfrequently proving:
fatal, und corresponding in every particular to the average of cases as
they have appeared in the above countries, have been frequently remarked
as accurring in other countries including England; and yet no cordon or
quarantine regulations, on the presumption of the disease spreading by
‘“ contagion.”” Tor my own part, without referring to events out of Europe,.
I have been long quite familiar, and 1 know several others who are
equally so, with chelera, in which a perfect similarity to the symptoms
of the Indian or Russian cholera has existed: the collapse—the
deadly coldness with a clammy skin—the irritability of the stomach,
and prodigious discharge from the bowels of an opaque serous fluid
(untinged with bile in the slightest degree)—with ~a corresponding
shrinking of flesh and integuments—the pulseless and livid extremi-
ties - the ghastly aspect of countenance and sinking of the eyes—the
restlessness so great, that the patient has not been able to remain
for a moment in any one position—yet, with all this, nebody dreamt of
the disease being communicable; no precautions were taken on those:
accasions *‘to prevent the spreading of the disease,” and no epidemics.
followed. In the Glusgow Herald of the 5th ult., will be found a paper-
by Mr. Marshall, (a gentleman who scems to reason with great acute-
ness), which illustrates this part of our subject. This gentleman appears.
to have had a good deal of experience in Ceylon when the disease raged
there, and 1 shall have occasion to refer hereafter to his statements, which
I consider of great value. Nobody can be so absurd as to expect,
that in the instances to which I refer, all the symptoms which have ever
been cnumerated, should have occurred in each case; for neither in India
nor any-where else conld all the grave symptoms be possibly united in any

from the bowels, have very commonly occurred where the disease has ter-
minated fatally : yet it is not less certain, that even in the epidemics of
the same year, death has often taken place in India more speedily where
the stomach and bowels have been but little affected, or not at ali. To
those who give the subject of cholera‘all the attention which it merits,
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the consideration of some of those cases which have, within the last few
weeks, appeared in the journals of this country, canuot fuil to prove of
high interest, and must inspire the public with confidence, inasmuch ns
they show, deyond all doubt, that the discase called cholera, as it has ap-
peared in this country, and however perfuetly its symptos may resemble
the epidemic cholera of other cou ntrics, is nof commumcable,  Onsome of
those cases so properly placed before the public, [ shall perhaps he scon able
to ofter a few remarks : meanwhile, 1 shall here give the abstract of a case,
the details of which have not as yet, 1 believe, appeared, and which must
greatly  strengthen people in their opinion, that these cholera cases,
however formidable the symptoms, and though they sometimes end ra-
pidly in death, still do not possesss the property of communicating the
disease to others. 1 do not mean to state that I have mysell” seen the
case, the details of which 1 am about to give, but aware of the acenracy
of the gentleman who hus forwarded them to me, Ican say, that although
the communication was not made hy the medical gentleman in charge of
the patient, the utmost reliance may be placed on the fidelity of those
details : —

Thursday, August 11th, 1831, Martin M¢Neal, aged 42, of the 7th
Fusileers, stationed at Hull, was attacked at a little before four a.m.,
with severe purging and vomiting—when scen hy his surgeon at about
four o'clock, was Iabouring under spasms of the abdominal muscles, and
of the calves of the legs. What he had vomited was considered as
being merely the contents of the stomach, and, as the tongue was not
cbserved to be stained of a yellow colour, it was inferred that no Dhile
had been thrown up.  He took seventy drops of laudanum, and diluents
were ordered,  Ialf-past six, scen again by the surgeon, who was in-
formed that he had vomited the tea which he had taken; no appearance
of bile in what he had thrown up; watery stools, with a small quantity
of feculent matter; thirst; the spasms in abdomen and legs continned ;
countenance not expressive of anxiety ; skin temperate; pulse 68 and
soft; the forehead covered with moisture. Ordered ten grains of calomel,
with two of opium, which were rejected by the stomach, though not
immediately.

Eight o'clock a.».  The features sinking, the tempeiature of the body
now below the natural standard, especially the extremitics ; pulse sm.all;
tongue cold and moist: a great deal of tetching, and a fluid vomited
resembling barley-water, but more viscid ; constant inclination to go to
stool, but passed nothing; the spasms more violent and continued ; a
state of collapse the most terrific succeeded. At nine o’clock, only a very
feeble action of the heart could be ascertained as going on, even with
the aid of the stethoscope; the body cold, and covered with a clammy

sweat, the features greatly sunk; the face discoloured ; the lips blue;’

the tongue moist, and very cold; the hands and feet blue, cold, and
shrivelled, as if they had been soaked in water, like washerwomen'’s
hands; no pulsation to be detected throughout the whole extent of the
upper or lower extremilies; the voice changed, and power of utterance
diminished, He replied to questions with reluctance, and in monosyl-
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lubles; the spasms became more violent, the abdomen being, to the feel,
as hard as a board, and the legs drawn up; cold as the body was, he
could not hear the application of heat, and he threw off the bed-clothes;
passed no urine since first seen; the eyes became glassy and fixed ; the
spasms like those of tetanus or hydrophobia; the restlessness so great,
that it required restraint to keep him for ever so short a time in any one
position. A vein having been opened in one of his arms, from 16 to 20
ounces of blood were deawn with the greatest difficuity. During the flowing
of the blood, there was [i;rcat writhing of the body, and the spasms were
very severe-—friction had been ardnously employed, and at ten .M. he
took a draught containing two and a half drachms of laudanum, and
the vomiting having ccnscﬁ, he fell aslecp. At two p.M. re-action took
l)lm'c, so us to give hopes of recovery, At four p.m. the coldness of the
soddy, discoloration, &c., returned, but without a return of the vomiting
orI spasms, At about half-past cight he died, after a few convulsive
sobs,

On « post-mortem examination, polypi were found in the ventricles of
the heart, and the cavie were filled with dark blood. Some red patches
were noticed on the mucuous membrane ; but the communication for-
warded to me does not specify on what precise part of the stomach or
intestinal canal; and my friend does not appear to attach miich import-
ance to them, from their common occurrence in a variety of other dis-
cases. It remains to be noticed, that the above man had been at a fair
in the neighbourhood on the 9th (two days preceding his attack), where,
as is stated, he ate freely of fruit, and got intoxicated. On the 10th he
also went to the fair, but was seen to go to bed sober that night,
The disease did not spread to others, cither by direct or indirect contact
with this patient.

Now let us be frank, and instead of temporising with the question,
take up in one hand the paper on * cholera spasmodica” just issued, for
our guidance, from the College of Physicians by the London Board of
Health, and in the other, this case of Martin M*Neal (far from being a
singular case this year, in most of the important symptoms),--let the
symptoms be compared by those who are desirous that the truth should
be ascertained, or by those who are not, and if distinctions can be made
ont, T must ever after follow the philosophy of the man who doubted his
own existence. The case, as it bears on certain questions connected
with cholera, is worth volumes of what has been said on the same
subject,  Let it be examined by the most fastidious, and the complete
identity cannot be got rid of, even to the blue skin, the shrivelled fingers,
the cold tongue, the change in voice, and the suppression of urine,
considered in some of the descriptions to be found in the pamphlet issued
by the Board of Health, as so characteristic of the * Indian” cholera
and this, too, under a ¢ constitution of the atmosphere” so remarkably
disposed to favour the production of cholera of one kind or other, that
Dr. Gooch, were he alive, or any close reasoner like him, must be satis-
fied, that were this remarkable form of the disease communicable, no
circumstance was absent which can at all be considered essential to its
propagation,  As the symptoms in the case of M*Neal, were, perhaps,
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more characteristically grouped than in any other case which has been
recorded in this country, so it hag also in all probability eccurred, that
more individuals had been in contact with hun during his illuess and
after his death, us the facility in obtaining persons to attend the sick,
rub their bodies, &c., must be vastly greater in the army than in ordinary
life; so that in such cases it is not a question of one or two escaping,
but of many, which is always the great test.

Of the College of Physicians we are all bound to speak with every
feeling of respect, but had the document transmitied Ly that learncd
body to our government, on the 9ih of June last, expressed only a
«¢ philosophic doubt,” instead of making an assertion, the question rela-
tive to the contagion or non-contagion of the discase, now making
ravages in various parts of Europe, would be less shuckled among us,
People are natumllly little disposed to place themselves, with the know-
ledge they may have obtained from experience and other sources, in op-
position fo such a Lody as the College : but os, in their letter to govern-
ment of the 18th of June, they profess their readiness, should it be
necessary, to “re-consider” their 0|nini0n, we, who sco reason to difler
from them, may be excused for publishing our remarks, It scems sur-
prising enough that, in their leiter to government of the 9th of June,
the College should have given as a reason for their decision as to the
disease being infectious (meaning, evidently, what some call contagious,
or transmissible from persons)—* having no other means of judging of
the nature and symptoms of the cholern than those furnished by the
documents submiited to us.” . Now, according to the printed parliamen-
tary papers, among the documents here referred to as having been seat
by the Council to the College, was one {rom Sir William Crichton, Phy-
sician in Ordinary to the Emperor of Russia, in which a clear account is
given of the symptoms as they presenied themselves in that country; and,
if the College had previously doubted of the identity of the Russian and
Indian cholera, a comparison of the symptoms, as they were detailed by
Sir William, with those described in various places in the three volumes
of printed Reports on the cholera of India, in the college library, must
at once have established the point in the aflirmative. Iu fact, we know,
that the evidence of Dr. Russell, given before the College, when le
heard Sir William's description of the disease read, fully proved this
identity to the satisfaction of the College. Had the vast mass of infor-
mation contained in the India Reports, together with the information
since accumulated by our Army Medical Department, been consulted,
all which are highly creditable to those concerned in drawing them up,
and contain incomparably better evidence, that is, evidence more to be
- relied on, than any whic{n can be procured from Russia or any other

part of the world—had these sources of information been consu ted, as
many think they should in all fairness have been, the College would
probably have spoken more doubtingly as to cholera, in any form, pos-
- sessing the property of propagating itself from person to person.  Much
of what passes current in favour of the communication of cholera rests,
I perceive, on statements the most vague, assertions in a general way,
as to the security of those who shut themselves up, &c. To show how

little reliance is to Le placed on such statements, even when they come
from what ought to be good authority, let us take an instance which
happened in the case of yellow fever. Doctor, now Sir William Pym,
superintendent of the quarantine department, published a book on this
disease in 1815, in which he stated, that the people shut up in a dock-
yard, during the cpidemic of 1814, in Gibraltar, escaped the dis-
case, and Mr. William Fraser, nlso of the quarantine, and who was on
the spot, made a similar statement, Now, we all believed this in Eng-
land for several years, when a publication appeared from Dr, O'Halloran,
of the medical (foparlmcnt of Gibraltar garrison, in which he stated that
he had made inquiries from the authorities at that place, and that he
discovered the whole statement to have been without the smallest foun-
dation, and furnishes the particulars of cases which occurred in the
dock-yard, among which were some deaths; this has never since been
replied to—so much as a caution in the selection of proofs.

To show, further, how absurdly statements respecting the efficacy of
cordons will sometimes be made, it may be mentioned that M. D'Argout,
Freneh winister of public works, standing up in his place in the chamber,
on the 3rd instant (Septr.), and producing his estimates for additional
cordons, &e., stated, by way of proving the cflicacy of such establish-
ments, that in Prussin, where, according to him, cordon precautions had
bcenprc-eminenlly rigorous, and where ** le lerritoire a ¢ defendu ]pz'ed Q
pied,” such special enforcement of the regulations was attended with
“ assez de suceés:” in the meantime the next mail brings us the official
announcement (dated Berlin, Sept. 1) of the disease having made its
appearance there!

To conclude, for the present: if there be one reason more than another
why the question of cholera should be scrutinized by the highest tribunal
—a parliamentary committee—it is, that in the “ papers’ ' just issued by
the Board of Health, the following passage occurs (page 36) :—* But in
the event of such removal not being practicable, on-account of exireme
illness or otherwise, the prevention of all intercourse with the sick, even
of the family of the person attacked, must be rigidly observed, unless,” &c.
There are some who can duly appreciate all the consequences of this; but-
let us hope that the question is still open to further evidence, in order to
ascertain whether it be really necessary that, in the event of a cholera
cpidemic,

4 The living shall fly from
The sick they should cherish.”

LETTER 1L

In my last letter 1 adverted to the opinion forwarded to his Majesty’s
Council'on the 9th of June last from the College of Physicians, in which
the cholera, now so prevalent in many parts of Europe, was declared to
be communicable from person to person. We saw that they admitted in
that letter (sce page 16 of the Parliamentary Papers on Cholera) the limited
nature of the proofs npon which their opinion was formed; but I
had not the reasons which T supposed I had for concluding, that
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et dae " gr O - and a report, with inclosures, regarding Russian quarantine reculation
because they used the words ¢ ready to reconsider,” in their com ¢ port, s Tey | ¢ s,
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- manication of the 18th of same month to the Council, they intended from St, }0‘”5"“"8': by Sir W, Creighton. - Dr, Walker, who was sent
¥ S ¢ onsider the whole question. Indced this scems now obvious from 5t, Petersburg to Moscow, bK our ambassador at the former place,
g O recon Cthe Fellows of the Colleze who signed the Report from states, in his first report, dated in March, that the medical men scemed
e cuongh, as one of the Fellows of the 5 e : , to difter on the subject of contagion, but adds, ¢ I may so far state
R : that body on the 9th of June (Dr. Macmichael) hns published o ram- hat by for 1l ) | ng ’l' l ) i ay # E ont
- : philet in support of the opinion already given, in the shape of « letter that by far the greater number of medical men are disposed to think it

not comtagious.” 1esays, that on his arrival at Moscow, the cholera

| p < « Prosi olleve, whose views, Dro Macmichael . L T
| addressed 10 the President of the College, whos ’ wis nlmost extinct there; that in twelve days he had been able to see

tells us, entirely coincide with his own ; so that there is now too much

5 j et : , : ion- only twenty-four cases, and that he bhad no means of forining an opinion
b . reason to apprehend that in this quarter the door is closedd.  Contagion Y ¥ ) @ at 1 no mea ) g an opin

] I , A I cirerard to those diseases where there is evidence of con- of his own as to contagion. In a sccond report, dated in April ‘from' St.

< - 1st as 1 am, mregard | s ohuol's | hicl ke un ini- Petersburg, this gentleman repeats his former statement as to the majo-
¢ | ! tacion, I find nothing in Dr. Macmichuel's letter which can ma . \ . oo .

3 i &0, o . abit of vestizatine such subiects,* rity of the Moscow medical men not believing the disease to be conta-
! » pression on those who are at ull in thehabit of investigating such subjects, ious (or, as the College prefer terming it, infectious), and gives the
= and who, dismissing such inductions as thosc which he scems to consider £ ) B¢ 1 g, , and g

grounds on which their belief is formed, on which he makes some obser-

legitimate, rely solely on facts rigorously examined. Ile must surely be
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aware that most of the points which he scems to think ought to hive such
influence in leading the public to believe in the contagion of cholera,
might equally apply to the influenza which this year prc\:mled in
Lurope, anid fnst year in Chiua, &c.j or to the m!!ucnza o.l' 1.80J, which
traversed over continents and oceans, sometimes in the wind's cye, some-
times not, as frequently mentioned by the late Professor Gregory of
Edinburgh,  Who will now staud up and try to maintain that ‘thc discnse
in those epidenics was propagated from person to person? Could more
have been made of so bad a cause as contagion in cholera, few perbaps
could have suceceded better than Dr. Macmichael, and no discourtesy
shall be offered him by me, though he does somctimes Joose his temper,
and say, mnong other things not over civil, nor quite comme il faut, from
a Fellow of the College, that all who do not agree with him as to cou-
tagion “will fully abandon all the ordinary maxims of urudcncc, noid
. remain obstinately Llind to the dictates of common sense ! "—fort, mais
pew philosophique Monsicur le Docleur, The time has gone by when
ingenions men of the profession, like Dr. Macmichael, might argue
common sense out of us; it will not even serve any purpose now that
other names are so studiously introduced ns entirely coinciding with
Dr. Macmichael; for, in these days of reform in every thing, opinions,
will only be set down at their just value by those who pay attention to
the subject.

Referring once more to the Report of the 9th of June, made by the
College to the Council, and signed by the President as wellas by Dr. Mac-
michael, the cliolera was there pronounced to be a commumcab_le (!ls-
ease, wWhen they had, as they frecly admit, * no other means of judging
of the nature and symptoms of the cholera than those furnished Ly the
documents submitted to them.” The documents submitied were the fol-
lowing, as appears from the collection of papers pubhshcdrb_\,‘ order of
Parliament : —Two reports made to our government by Dr. Walker, from
Russia ; a report from Petersburgh by Dr. Albers, a Prussian physician ;

vations.  1le scems extremely fair, for while he states that, according to
his information, a peculiar state of the atmosphere ¢ was proved by al-
most every person in the city (Moscow), fecling, during the time, some
inconvenience or other, which wanted only the exciting cause of catching
cold, or of some irregularity in diet, to bring on cholera ;” that  very
few of those immediately about the patients were taken ill;” that le
“ didd not learn that the contagionists in Moscow had any strong parti-
cular instances to prove the communication of the disease from one indi-
vidual to another;” and that he had *¢ heard of several instances brought
forward in support of the opinion (contagion), but they are not fair
ones:"” lie yet meutions where exceptions seem fo have taken place as to
hospital attendants not being attacked, but he has neglected to tell us
(a very common omission in similar statements), whether or not the hos-
pitals in which attendants were attacked were situated in or near places
where the atmosphere seemed equally productive of the discase in those
not employed in attending on sick. "This clearly makes all the difference,
for there is no carthly reason why people about the sick sliould not be
attacked, if they breathe the same atmosphere which would seem to have
so particular an effect in producing the diseasg in others; indeed there
are good reasons why, during an epidemie, attendants shonld be attacked
in greater proportion; for the constant fatigue, night-work, &e., must
greatly predispose them to disease of any kind, while the great additional
number always required on those occasions, precludes the supposition of
the majority so employed being seasoned hospital attendants, having
constitutions impenetrable to contagion. Those questions are now well
understood as to yellow fever, about which so much misconception had
once existed. The proofs by disinterested authors (by which I mean
those unconnected with quarantine establishments, or who are not go-
verned by the expediency of the case) in the West Tndies, America, and
other places, show this in a clear light; but the proofs which have for
some time past appeared in various journals respecting the occurrences at

F Gibraltar, during the epidemic of 1828, are particulatly illustrative. By
2 ‘, _ — . = the testimony of three or four wiiters, we find that within certain points, X
}E ' * I presume that I shall not he misunderstood when I say, 1Would "‘i" the """’"‘(‘) e those in atlendance on sick, in houses as well as hLospitals, were at- i
1 . i s av r . . . . L

4 m,{fa&;l.m{;—{tl)r then ‘:‘]ﬂ m'S':ll lti\r:l:‘gﬁzyrzf:fﬁ‘:&lﬂ: E;?IliifllO{r;';:g ::_’En‘n'te lll‘]re"rﬂ;“umes‘s tacked with the fever, in common with those who were not in attendance 3

calamity by thoze cordon and quaranti el h v . ) , 1, . R ] " . o ) . i
%-. Lut ibe Laie of society, when applied to cholera or other non-contagious diseases. onsick ; but that, where people remained at ever so short a distance Pt
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hose points, during the epidemic intluence, not « single inslance
kggg;‘ié of thgi(: bei.ng nua%ked, though great numbers had been n l:lccre
closest contact with the sick, and frequently too, it \\'ould.appeari 1.1:-.(_t
circumstances when contagion, had it existed, was not impedet ;n 169
usual course by a very frec_atmosphere s—sick individuals, for ;ns anc 1
lying in a small house, hut, or {enl, surrounded, during a O"i(‘le; oe
shorter space of time, by their relatives, §c. A full cxposurlg ol sll;:: A
very curious mis-statements on these points, made by our met ll?“l c 213“
of the quarantine, will be found from the pen of tho surgcc;ngI t “iOG |
regiment, in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journa 'l'l 0. 00
Those who are acquainted with the progress of cholera in I ml, n}us: lu
aware how a difference in the height of places, or of a few hulnt red )nr;{ s
(indeed sometimes of @ few yards) distance, has been observed .to.mr:l e
all the differenco between great snffering and complete nmmmll)l?r.—r.lu
printed and manuscript reports from India_furnish a vast num L:: 0 '"T
stances of this kind; nm\, incredible as it may appear, they furnish

instances where, nolwithstanding the freest intcrcourse, there has been

- - . . . . L " y L l
_an abrupt line of demarcation observed, Leyond which the disease dic

not prevail. A most remarkable instance of this pccun‘cd in l]l_\cI l\l'ngs
14th regiment, in 1819, during a cholera cpidemic, when the light wlm.-
pany of the regiment cscaped alnost untouched, owing to ||'u i?ll m"
apparent cause than that they occupied the extremity of 0 rml[ricr 0 Imj-
rack in which all the other companics were stationed ! so that t l(‘ll(:
would truly scem 1o be more things * on carth than are drcmnt' of in : e
philosophy” of contagionists. This sceins so remarkable an event, lmt‘
the circumstance should be more particularly stated:—* The (IIS‘('.dS.L
commenced in the castern wing of the barracks, and proceeded ;pl.\
westerly direction, but suddenly stopped at the 9th cowpany ; the Ilg i
infantry escaping with onc or two slight cases only. —-(I'Icnglul flr'p
311.) "It appears (loc. cit.) that 221 attacks took place m the (;'111'|J
nine companies. We find (Bombay Rep. p. 11.) that, from a 1l e
difference in situation, two cavaley regiments 1y a_camp were nl!ogct. l[!ll‘
exempt from the disease, while all the other regimeuls were allacklc)( .
Picvious to closing these remarks, which scemed to me called for on v,
Walker's second Report, it is fair to state, that in certatn Rnssm‘n towns
which he names, he found that the medical men and others were con-
vinced that the cholera was Lrought to them * somchow or other, mi
impression quite common in like cascs, as we learn from 1lunbolde, an

less 1o be wondered at in Russia than most places which could be men-

* The writer of this, who may be known by application at the printer’s, when the pr!c-
sent excitement is at an end, is not only preparcd to show, on a _Imm'g occasion, the
correctness of the statements of Dr. Smith as well as those by Dr. O Halloran just
referred to—but also, that in the investigations, in 1828, connected with the question ](?f
yellow fever at Gibraltar, facts were perverted n lhe. most scandalous manner, in (in or
to prove the disease imported and contagious:—that individuals had been :subc;mc:l.——
that persons had been in the habit of putting leading questions to w\tncsscs.Tl it those
who gave false evidence have been, ina patticular mauner, rc;m_mcralct} :-.—-1hat. threats were
held out:—and, in short, that occurrences of a nature to excite the indignation of}man-
kind, took place on that occasion ; and merited 2 punishment, not less severc, than a
Naval Officer who should give, designedly, a false Leaung and distance of rocks.
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tioned, ft will not be a misemployment of time to consider now the
next document laid before the College, to enable them to form their
opinion,—the Report of Dr. Albers, dated in March, and sent frum St:
Petersburg ;"——this gentleman, who was at the head of a commission
sent by the Prussian government to Moscow, states, that at St. Peters-
burgh, where the discase did not then reign, the authorities and physicians
were contagionists; but at Moscow, where it had committed such ra-
vages, * almost all strenuously maintain that cholera is not contagious.”
The following extract scems to merit particular attention :—

“ When the cholera first reached Rioscow, all the physicians of this
city were persuaded of its contagious nature, but the experience gained
in the course of the epidemic, has produced an entirely opposite convie-
tion. They found that it was impossible for any length of time com-
pletely to isolate such  city as Moscow, containing 300,000 inhabitants,
and having a circumference of nearly seven miles (versts ?), and perceived
daily the frequent frustrations of the measures adopted. During the
¢pidemie, it is certain that upwards of 40,000 inhabitants quitted Moscow,
of whom a large number never performed quarantine; and notwithstanding
this fact, no case is on record of the cholera having been transferred from
Moscow to other places, and it is equally certain, that in no situation
appointed for quarantine, any case of cholera has occurred. That the
distemper is not contagious, has been yet more ascertained by the expe-
rience gathered in this city (Moscow). In many houses it happened,
that one individual attacked by cholera was attenf};d indiscriminately by
all the relatives, and yet did the disense not spread to any of the inmates.
It was finally found, that not only the nuises continued free of the
distemper, but also that they promiscuously attended the sick chamber,
and visited their friends, without in the least communicating the disease.
There are cven cases fully authenticated, that nurses, to quiet timid fe-
males labouring under cholera, have shared their beds during the nights,
and that they, notwithstanding, have escaped uninjured in the same
manner as physicians in hospitals have, without any bad consequences,
made use of warm water used (a moment before) by cholera patients for
bathing.

“‘These, and numerous other examples which, during the epidemic
(we ought, perhaps, to call it endemic) became known to every inhabitant
of Moscow, have confirmed the conviction of the non-infectious nature
of the disease, a conviction in which their personal safety was so much
concerned,

Tt is also highly worthy of observation, that all those who stand up
for contagion, have not witnessed the cholera, which is, therefore, espe-
cially objected to their opinion by their oppouents.” He closes by the
observation, * The result of my own daily experience, therefore, perfectly
agrees with the above-stated principle, namely, notwithstanding all my
inquiries, I have met with no instance which could render it at all proba-
ble that the cholera is disseminated by inanimate objects.” The words in
italics are as in the Parliamentary papers on Cholera, pp. 8 and 9. Here
is something to help to guide people in forming opinions, and to help
governments on quarantine. questions; but owing to a portion of the
*¢ perverseness” which Dr, Macmichael in anger talks about, Dr, Albers
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still speculutes upon cholera being contagious, und the College, fl \\'m:"l.(l.
seem, tuke up his specutations und sink his very importaut lu?lsf. Sii
William Creighton’s Report gives what puports to be an extracl drom it
memorial of his on cholera, given iu to the St. Petersburg Medical (IJO‘-!"I-
cil, tending to establish the contagtous c_haracter oi: the disense ; xi;u \\. ith
this a report by the extraordinary committee appointed by the ..ml|‘ulru[
to inquire into the Moscow cpidemic, “The discase hadd not appearet ut
St. Petersburg wheu he drew up his Memorial, and it daes not upl;mll
from any-thing which can be scen in the extracts he turms.hcs, lhut. he Ilttl
pcrsonnf knowledge of any part of what he relates,  He gives the reported
:ss of the discas the Volra and the Don, but is extremely defi-
progress of the discase on the Volg ; ey el
cient exactly where one might have expeeted that, from the gre ater ltl icl-
ency of police anthorities, &c., his information en contagion woult ave
been more precise, vize, the introduction of the disease into Moscow,
which could not, it would seem have been by nmtcrml‘ objects, fgr. ac-
cording to the Committee, composed * of the most cminent wblic ofli-
cers,”—* the opinion of those who do not admit the possibility of anlt.lgIOI:‘
by means of material objects, has for its suppoit 'lptln the majority Io
voices, and the scrupulous observance of facts. The members of the
Medical Council have been convineed by their own ex\:cm.:ncc, as also by
the reports of the physicians of the hos itals, that, after having Leen in fre-
quent and even habitual communication with the sick, their own clothes
have never communicated the discase to any one, even without employing
means of purification. Convalescents have continued to wear clothes
which they wore during the discase—even furs—without having them
purificd, and they have had no relapse. At the opening of bodics of per-
sons who had died of cholera, to the minute inspection of which four or
five hours a day for ncarly a month were devoted, neither those who at-
tended at their operations, nor any of the assisting phrsncmns, nor any of
the attendants, caught the infection, although, with the exception of the
first day, scarcely any precautions were used, But what appears still
more conclusive, a physician who had received several wounds in separ-
ating the flesh, continucd his operations, having only touched the injured
parts with caustic. A drunken invalid having also wpuudc(l himself, had
an abscess, which doubtless showed the pernicious action _of the dead flesh,
but the cholera morbus did not attack him. In fine, forcign Swvans, such
as Moreau de Jonnés and Gravier, who have recognized; in various rela-
tions, the contagious nature of the cholera morbus, do not admit its pro-
pagation by means of goods and merchandise.” (Parl. Papers on Chol.
p: 13.) With the above decuments the Council tra:l§111lttcd to the College
a short description of the process of cleaning hemp in the Russian ports;
and, lastly, the copy of a letter to the clerk of the Council from our ever-
vigilant, though never-sufliciently-to-be-remunerated, head guardian of
the quarantine department, who, taking the alarm, very propcrly recom-
mends, as in duty bound, that a stic be forthwith made in all 1he pools,
and creeks, and bays, &c., of the united kingdom, in order that all those
notoriously ¢ susceptible” old offenders, skips, helpp. ﬂug:, rags, &c.,
may be prevented from carrying into execution their ff:lomuus intention
of covering the landing of a dire enemy. In truth, from the grave as
well as from the sublime, there often seems Lo be  but a step; and in
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reading over this gentleman’s suggestions about suseeptibles and non-
susceplibles, one may faney himself, instead of being in the land of think-
ing people, to be in the land of Egypt, where, as we are informed (Mad-
den, 1825), the sage matrons discuss the point, whether a eat be not a
hetter vehicle for contagion than a dog :—a horse may be trusted, they
say, but us to an ass, he is the most incorrigible of contagion smugglers;
~-of fresh bread we never need be afraid, but the susceptibility of butch-
er's meat is quite an established thing:—or we might fancy ourselves
transposted to regions of romance, where it is matter of profound delibe-
ration, whether an egy shall be broken at the large or the small end.
Such things ure too bad for the: nineteenth century 3 and in England,
too, with her enlightened parlinment!  But until these questions ave bet-
ter examined, our guardian must bestir himself about avticles susceptible
of cholera contagion, while he enjoys his good quarantine pay, his good
half pay from another departiment as I believe, and withall, if we are not
misinformed, a smart pension from the Gibraltar revenue, for what grant-
ed nobody can tell,

"The documents above referred to,would appear then to be the whole on
which the College admit that they formed their opinions, and people may
now judge whether the verdict be according to the evidence, or whether
it be not something in the lucus 2 non lucendoe mode of drawing conclu-
sions t—most persons will probably think that, on such evidence, there
might at least \m\'c been a qualified opinion. 1t appears, however, that
laving come to a decision on the 9th of June, that the disease was com-
municable from person to person, they in three days after, approved of
persons being sent to Russia to find out whether they had decided rightl
or not, Are we now to expect that, should the occasion need, they wiﬁ
heroically make war against their own declared opinion? For my part I
expect from them all that should be expected from men ; and the liberal
past of the world will not fuil to see from this, that I do not despair of
even Dr. Macmichael, being still open to conviction., Let it not be
for a moment understood that, in any-thing which has been said, or
which may remain to be said respecting this gentleman, or in any-thing
which may be hercafter said respecting Dr Bisset Hawkins's work, I
mean to insinuate that contagion in cholera is not with them a matter of
conscicnce 3 but I certainly do mean to say that their zeal has manifestly
warped their judgment; and not only this, but that it has prevented them
from laying statements before the public on the chelera questions with all
the impartiality we might have expected from gentlemen of their charac-
ter in the profession.

In Dr. Macmichael’s pamphlet, consisting of thirty-two pages, and
professing to be a consideration of the question,  Is cholera contagious ?”
we scarcely find the disease mentioned till we come to page 25; the
Pages up to this being occupied chiefly by a recapitulation of opinions
formerly given ¢ on the progress of opinion upon the subject of
contagion ;”—on the opinions of old writers as to the contagion of
plague, small-pox, measles, &c. :—he would infer that whereas small-pox
and certain other discases have, by more accurate observations made in
comparatively modern times, been taken from’ the place they once held,
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and ranged among discases decidedly contagious, s outh:t (120:((;[:':(;‘(!5::
to be vow pronouncc‘d contagIOu!;: t{l\i\sl al‘l]lczln(l‘il:l:e?l?llllisg\;os dclcméd
1 ic, he nssures us ases d
(t:lc;:lsts:;?iO%gO;l)yl\(:fi,sc,lncn is on tlluc im;'mtlls%—_t’l\l:ttonl?il;-(;;:il:{:g;gmiitssl::ﬁ
perverse people, blunderers, antl so 10Tt fl o is ¢! s 1t o
: be snidthat among the disbelievers of contagl n
Zﬂfa}f :3!0[‘ diseases pgrob:\bly reputed contaglous b" Dr, h:nc::l‘ll:‘\l!::f:lti
are to Le found hundreds p_oss‘eslflug la!i :}m:)?nﬂ::gz;u ;::::f!csgio:{ u |nu-y
minds, and as much practical Kuowictg i b 1 0
sonists. whether they be Fellows of a College or not .
fl(:g tsi%tﬁ%éui of Dr. Mncn)liclmol, is it true that we 13?\-? l.)e'cn a‘d:‘lll:i%‘llt?
the list of contagious diseases? Naot within the last fi t)I)e.lrf\ (.(?‘(I u r).'
Tven the influenza of 1803 was, if T mistake not greatly, t('rmh,mn.\l
gencrally, ¢ infectious catarrh,” but what professional man w ou luf o
the influenza of 1831 so?  Are there not yct remaining lntucs e
generally exploded doctrine of cven contagion :lu.nguc_,“:.\ IO(I:‘((I} time
attempted to be maintained 7 M. Adouard, of Paris, “.il.I Il‘l'l.l‘c' d hold
oul. Do we not kunow that Portal, at onec period of his hic .EI h asty
would not, for fear of * infection,” open the body of a pc‘rsm} “nld had
died of phthisis? Where is the medical man now to e ‘lmuln vho
would sct up such a plea? or where, except in (.-ountnc:.’,t.(on 'loidc(l
cternal batbarism, are paticuts labouring under consumption mt ed
now, as they were in several pasts of the world at one time, Jlllls‘ o
they laboured under plague, and all for ,thc sqn_plclonsr‘ensou :il he
disease often runs throus h families? What (llsmtcrc:stetf ’nlmn ;\ 'i o
due examination of all that has been written on yellow fever, stand uf

now in support of its being a contagious iscase, of which some thirty

i few
ears a0 there was so general a belief 7 On eroup, and a '
:}l:oi;zntﬁs}eﬁses, l?mny still think it wise fo_doubt. Is dyscntgiy, 1{1::)0\::1
to make such ravages sometimes, especially in armies, consi e;c]( o
as at one time, to be contagious? 1 Dr. Macmichael's _p:;mpnc A
intended altogether for readers not of the profession, w!;‘zc ! sigms vf;:{
probable, his purposes will perhaps be answered, at.lculst or & \‘{;‘lf, but
I do not see how it can make an impression on medical men, . y o
have been a little more candid when quoting Sydenham on_s]m'il -pl(;x, Mci
and have quoted what that author says of the disease \'fhl(l: dl ]w (Pr. .
professes to write about,—the cholera? The p“bhc'“cilllfi 4 1ave r;(l:;]c 3
of judging how far the disease which was prevalent in 1€ .,trese nbled
the * cholera spasmodica,” &c-, of late years, Many Insis :E:“ an
identity (Oston among oﬁ{iers), antd ye}t Srgllgt‘z?thfl\lr:‘:a:; :nomrgm n for
ing a communicable property. ) n
;l:)ig{tzcllxl;dg Dlr. Macmichael, ilznsteadyof quoting old aulhonllesb 011 small(i
pox, measles, &c. quoted some authorities to disprove that Or (i)‘ntl{::; d
others are wrong when they state 1t as their belief that so;ne 0 \l\'ere
old epidemics in Europe, about which so much obscun(}'y ;an%s,k ere
nothing more or less than the cholera spasmodica, Mea s s:‘olr3 se ::i\-e
of the  sweating sickness” does not seem very lnappllcal?le t— x::n ssiv
fainting and inquietude inward burnings, headach, sweating, vo g2,

17

and diarrhea,"* I the letter to the President of the College we see no
small anxiety to prove that the malignant cholera is of modern origin
also in Indin, for the proofs from Hindoo authoritics, as given in the
volume of Muadras Reports, are slighted.  These Reports, as well as
those of the othier presidencics, arc exceedingly scarce, but whoever can
obtain access to them will find in the translations at pp. 263 and 255
(not at page 3, as quoted by Dr, Macmichael), enough probably to
satisly him that cholera is the (riscnse alluded to there, But 1 think that
we have at page 31 of Dr. Macmichael's letter, no small proof of a
peculiarity of opinion, when we find that he there states that the
evidence in the Madras Keports of the existence of cpidemics of
malignant cholera in India, on several occasions previous to 1817, rests
on imperfect records, and that the description of the disease is too vague
to prove the identity with the modern spasmodic cholera; for in this
opinion he scems, us far as I have been able to discover, to stand alone
among writers on cholera ;—indeed it seems established, on the fullest
authority, that cholera, in the same form in which it has appeared
cpidemically of late ?'curs, has committed ravages in India on more than
one occasion formerly : —this is fully admitted by Mr. Orton, an East
India practitioner, who is one of the few contagionists,

For one picce of tact the anthor of the letter deserves great credit ;
for whereas his College collectively, when forming their opinion on the
questions proposed to them by the Council, seemed to throw all India
records overboard,—he, in his individual capacity, as author of the
letter, sends after them all the Russian reports in support of contagion;
for anxious as he is to prove his point, not a word do we get of the
on dits so current in Russia about persons being attacked with the disease
from smelling to hemp arrived from such or such a place; from having
looked at a boatman who had been up the Volga or down the Volga,
&c. &co i all which statements, when duly inquired into, prove to be
unsupported by any thing iu the shape of respectable authority, and
this is now, in all probability, pretty generally known to be the case, as
Dr. Macmichael must be quite aware of,

To the medical gentlemen of India who have been concerned in
the ofticial reports, which do them, en masse, so much credit, Dr.
Macmichael is little disposed to be complimentary; and, indeed, lLe
seems to insinuate that those were rather stupid fellows who did not come
to what he is pleased to consider **a just and right conclusion,” as to
contagion; he thinks, however, that Tlm has gota few of ¢ the most
candid” 1o join in his belief. We shall see whether he had betfer reason

* I the progress of the sweating sickness was similar to that of chelera, the advice of
the King to Wolsey was sound ; for instead of recommending"him to rely on any-thing
like cordon systems, or to shut himself up surrounded by his guards, he tells him (see
Lltis's letters) to ** fly to clene air incontinently,” on the approach of the disease, I use
the words approach of the discase occasionally, as it is a manner of expression in general
use, butit is far from being strictly applicable when I speak of cholera ; the cause of the
disease it is which T admit travels or springs up at points, and not the discase itself in the
persons of individuals, or its genus in inanimate substances.

HJ

T A -:p) g Fardeh ey ".'-'.*35':"5."'{'-';.
A RV PR

TR IR L L o R T i)
é‘.r""{'—*""';?')'i;’:_’-’{".'v’,’_. ;E".{}"-,‘:i' H '1"} TSN T EN

- ‘ m’ Effiar _ —
R N i Qe R 0



18 19

to Took towards the Gianges and Beema fora confirmation of his doctrines, tucks of the epidemic, should have escaped with comparatively little loss,

than he had toward the Don or the Volga, How does the case stand whilst u'll fimulul was §o scverely.scuurf_{cd." This scems to have been

with respect 10 cne of the gentlemen whom he (‘uolcs,ml\ir. Jukes, of pretty similar to what is now taking place with respeet 1o the city of

the Bombas Establishment 2 Fhis gentlewan, ike all who speak of fhorn, which remains free from cholera, though the communication is

: . cholern, mentions civewmstances as to the progress of the disease which open with divers lufc-'utml plsu.'e.s in cvery dlrccllo_n. _ Should Thorn still

2 g he cannot comprehend, and Dr, Macmichacl shows us what those l:fz_nllm-kml by th:? (h.sc-usc (as it sooner or later will, in all human proba-

A ' circumstanees are; but De. Maemichael does not exhibit 10 ns what bility), the comtagionists par métier will try to establish a case of hemp

’}1, : does come perfectly within Mr. Jukes's compuchension, but which is not or lmre.-sktn importation, 1 have no doubt. T wonder much that Dr,

o z auite so suitable to the doctor’s purpose,  This OMISSion l shall tuke the I\lumn.u-h:lel. or Dr, B. Hawkins, when favouring us with castern

3 Libeity 1o supply from an ofticial letter from M. Jukes in the Bombay quotations, did not give the public the opinion of Dr. Davy, who is so

e Reports :-—+* 1 have had no reason to think it has been contugions here, well knm.vn in ]'.ur{:pc, and w!m saw the cholera in Ceylon; his conjec-

§_€~ neither myself nor any of my assistants, who have been constantly ture (quite nccessible, 1 believe. to every medieal man in London) may

"% amongst the sick, nor any of the hospital attendants, have had the perhaps _ha as Yaluuhle as ll.mt of any other person. The following is a

i34 disease. It has not gone through familics when one has become oflected, copy of it :—*The canse of the discase is not any sensible change in the

A It is very unlike coutagion too, in many llmrlicuh\rs.'.' &e.—{Bombay atmosphere ; yet, considering the progress of the discase, its epidemic

Reports, page 172.)— Ought we not 1o be a little surpriseid that so great nature, the immense extent of country it has spread over, we can hardly

an admirer of candour, as Dr. Macmichacl scews o be, should, while refuse to acknowledge that its cause, though imperceptible, though yet

su anxious to give every information to his readers, calendated to throw unknown, does exist in the atmosphere. It may be extricated from the

light upon the subject of cholera, omits the above important p-‘uu;_'?ra}ph, bowels of the _carlh, as miasmata were formerly supposed to be; it may

which we find, by the way immediately precedes the one upon opinions be generated in the nir, it tnay have the properties of radiant matter, and,

and difticultics which lie yuotes from the same gentleman 7 But let us Jike heat and light, it may be capable of passing through space unimpeded

examine what the amount of force is. which can be obtained from that by currents; like electricity, it may be capable of moving from place to

part of Mr. Jukes's paper, which it does please Dr. Macmichael to p_lu‘cc in an impereeptible moment of time,” Dr. Davy is an army phy-

quote :—* If it be something general in the atmosphere, why has it not sician, and the report of which this is an extract, may be seen at the Army

hitherto made its appearance in some two distinct lfmls of the Vrm'mcc Medical Office, a place which, of late {cars, has beeome u magazine of

% i at the same time 7~ Nothing of this kind has, I believe, been observed, of medical information of the most valuable kind in Turope. There is

e | 1t still scems creeping from village to village, rages for u few days, and this difference Detween army and other information on cholera, that

: | theu begins to decline,” 1 find myself unable, at this moment, 1o ascertuin’ (whether in the King's or E. I. Company's service) the statements

| the extent of Mr Jukes's meaus of obtaining inforination as to what was given by the medical gentlemen have their accuracy more or less guaran-

P passing in other parts of his province; but Ithink the following quotation, teed by a certain system of military control over the decuments they draw

Lo on which 1 am just now able to lay my hand, will not only satisfuctorily up: thus, in the circumstance already noticed as having ocenrred in the

A meet what is here stated, but must, in the public opinion, be treasured, I4th regiment, we have cvery reason to rely upon its accuracy, which we

L us it serves at once to displace most erroncous ideas long prevalen.l, and : could not have in a similar statement among the population of any coun-

3 v which, 1 believe, greatly influenced men's decisions as 1o contagion : — try; aud we have, I think, no reason to belicve that in pronouncing the

% i “ It may, then, first be remarked, that the rise and progress of the ~ cholera of Ceylon not contagious, Dr. Davy, as well as two other gentle-

7 b disorder were attended by such circumstances as showed it to be men of high character and experience { Drs. Farrel and Marshall), have

4] [ ! entirely independent of contagion for its propagation, Thus we Tave not gone upon such data as may bear scrutiny.

: . seen that it arose at ncarly one and thesame time in many different
- i | places, and that in the same month, nay, in the same week, 1L was
i 5 raging in the unconnected and far-distant districts of Behar and 9
, a Dacca.” (Bengal Reports, p. 125.)  Again (p. 9), that n Bengal it i
o at once raged simultancously in various and remote quarters, without LETTER 1L 7
, L displaying a predilection for any one tract or district more llfan for :mo-lhcr';' i
& L or auy thing like regularity of succesion in the chain of its operations. Mavixe eiven. i st 1 D o A
% | Tn support of what is stated in these extracts, the fullest details are given | l"“ '?" g“fu“:r‘ m my -Il(iit ctter, F. wa.y s views as to the cause of B
as to dates and places ; and at page 9 of those Reports, a curious fact is cholerit. ““‘lf_i' 50 far remark just now regarding them, that they are not R
: given, *“That the large and populous city of Moorshedabad, from extent new, 10' peculiar to-him; and that it may be well, before Dr. Macmichael K
5 and local position apparently very favourally circumstanced for the at- or others pronounce them vague, thfll they should inquire .whether sonie IR\
%j . ’ of those causes have not been assigned for the production of certain e
e &
3
| :
T d S A T A s e OV e AL s A e A ML R o e R A R b T




o

[ R, ——

1 el ey !M‘““;ﬁaﬂ'{ :
[P AN

ViE
¥
e

5 <k Gt} §~4. iy
- el ® 3, ool 2,
SXF L fot b=t Cin Rl ¥ 1T af i

"y

et

o

e

et AT R i
Lt v

. -":1‘ ‘::'trﬁ‘ x-

had
g

-u‘f" »:
A

R T g
v AT T

£ S

oy
-

5+ X W

e e 2

e !

e A EAT

R S R g s
YA Lt

epidemics, by one of the soundest hewds off Dr. Macmichael’s college:- -
Dr. Prout, who scems, if we have not greatly mistaken him, ta have been
led to the opinion by some experiments of eischell, demiled in the
Philosophieal Transactions of the year 1824.  They should recollect thae
other competent persons devoted to researches on such subjects (Sir R,
Phillips among the number) admit specific local atmospheres (not at all
malaria in the usual sense of the term), produced l?' irregular streans of
specific atoms from the interior of the carth, and * wrising from the
action and re-action of so heterogencous n mass,”  For my part I feel no
greater difliculty in understanding how our bodies, *“ fearfully and won-
derfully iade” as we are, should be inflaenced by those actions, re-nc-
tions, and combinations, to which Sir Richard refers, nnd of “whose
origin and progress the life and ebservation of man can have no cognizance,”
than how they are influenced by other invisible agents, the existence
of which T am compelled to adwmit.—-If the writer of the article on
cholera in the Westminster Review, tor October, 1831, do not find all his
objections met by these observations, I must only sefer liim to the quid
divimam of Hippocrates :—but 1 must protest against logic such has been
employed by certain members of our Board of Health, who lately, on
the examination of gentlemien of the profession who had served in India,
and who had declared the discase not to be communicable, came to the
conclusion that it must, nevertheless, be so, as those gentlemen conld
not show what it was owing to.

Most extraordinary certainlyit does appear, that while Dr. Macmichael
goes to the trouble of giving us (p. 27) the views of a captain (1) as to
the progress of cholera at a certain place in Idia, he should have 1efrain-
ed altogether from referring, on the point of contagion or non-contagion,
to the report of such a person as Dr. Davy, or to the reports of this gen-
tleman’s collecagues at Ceylon, Dirs. Farrell and Marshall.  Had Dr.
Macmichael added a little to his extract from Capt. Sykes, by informing
us of what that gentleman states as to the great mortality (4350 in one
day”) in the town of Punderpoor, *when the discase first commenced its
ravages there,” people would have means of jndging how unlike this was
to a contagious disease crecping from person to person in its com-
meneenent.,

Itis painful to be obliged to comment on the manner in which Dr,
Bisset Hawkins has handled the questions relative to the Ceylon epidenic,
which seems far from being impartial; for, while he quotes (p. 172) Dr.
Davy, “a medical officer well known in the scientific world,” as stating
that the cause of the disease is not in any seasible changes in the state
of the atmosphere, he breaks off suddenly at the word atmosphere, pro-
ceeds fo talk of the changes in the museles and blood of persous who die
of the disease, and passing over the part quoted from Dr. Davy, near the
close of my last letter, Dr. Hawkins leaves his readers to draw a very
natural conclusion — that, as Dr. Davy admitted that there were no preva-
lent scusible states of the atmosphere to which the cholera could be
attributed, ke, therefore, believed it to have been propagated by contagion,
an inference which we now see must be quite wide of the mark. Dr.
Hawkins had, it appears, like many other medical gentlemen, access to
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the repats from Ceylon, &c,, in the oftice of the chief of the anny me-
dical department in London, and it is to be regretted I think that, with
respect to one of the Ceylon reports, he only tells us (p. 174) that < Mr,
Stafl-Surgeon Marshall veports from Cundy, that of fifty cases which had
aceurred, forty died.”  Why more had not been quoted from a gentleman
who had suufl ample means of witnessing the discase in its very worst
form, T must leave to others to say; but, referring again to the highly
interesting letter from Mr. Marshall on cholera, which appeared in the
Glusgow Herald, of the 6th of August last, and in whicly, from many
important observations which every body interested in cholera should read
and study, the following remarks will be found:—*“In no one instance
did it scem to prevail among people residing in the same house or barracks,
50 as to cxcite n suspicion that the contact of the sick with the healthy
contributed to its propagation.”  ¢The Indian Cholera, as it is some-
times called, appears not to be essentially different from cholera as it
occurs in this andd all other countries,” ¢ 1 consider it, therefore, im-
possible for a medical practitioner to speak decisively from having seen
one, or even a few cases of cholera in this country, and to say whether
they are precorsors of ¢ the epidemic cholera’ or not,  That the disease is
ever propagated by means of personal contact, or by the clothes of the
sick, has not, as fur as 1 know, been satisfactorily proved.  The quality
of contagion was never attributed to the discase in Ceylon, and 1 believe
no-where did it occur in greater severity., I am aware that an attempt
has been made to distinguish the ordinary cholera of this country from
the ‘epidemic chokera,’ by means of the colour or quality of the dis-
charges from the bowels. In the former it is said the discharge is chiefly
bLile, while in the latter it is said to bear no traces of bile, but to be
colourless and watery.  Ilow far is this alleged diagnosis well founded ?
I am disposed to believe that, in all severe cases of cholera, whether it
e the cholera of this country, or the epidemic cholera, the secretion of
bile is cither suppressed, or the fluid i3 retained in the gall-bladder.” Mr.
Marshall, it may Dbe observed, is the gentleman who was selected by the
late Secretary at War, in consequence of his known intelligence, to re-
model the regnlations relative to military pensioners; and I understand
that, in consequence of the manner in which he executed that very im-
portant duty, he has since been promoted.  After what appears from the
above quotations, how perfectly unwarrantable must the assertion of Dr.
Bissct Hawkins scem, that ¢ from the Coromandel coast it secems to
have been transported by sea to Ceylon !

We shall, I think, be able to sce that the assumption of Drs, Macmi-
chael and Ilawkins, as to the importation of the disease into the Mauri-
tius from Ceylon, is equally groundless with that of its alledged importa-
tion into the latter island; and here we have to notice the same want of
candour on the part of those gentlemen, in not having furnished that
public, which they professed to enlighten on the sulilject of cholera, with
those proofs within their reach best calculated to display the truth; be
it a part of my duty to supply the omissions of these gentlemen in this
respect. The following is a copy of a letter accompanying the medical
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As to the introduction of cholera from the Mauritius into Bourbon,
where it appeared but very partially, Dr. Macmichael very properly
does not say one word.,  There was abundance of * precaution” work, 1t

conimission report al that island forwarded to General Dasling, the then
commanding oflicer, by the senior medical gentleman there,

T s e e i o e s ol M o

romrt-omy—

« Port Louiz, Nov, 23, 1810,

« ] have the honour of transmitting the reports of the French and
English medical genttemen on the prevalent discase 3 both classes ol the
profession seem to be unanimous in_not supposivg 1t contugious, or of
forcizn introduction.  From the discse pervading classes who have
nothing in common but the air they breathe, it can he believed that the
cause may exist in the atmuosphere, A similur discase prevailed in this
island in 1775, after a long dry seuson.”

W. A. Burke,

Inspector of Hospitals,

(Signed)

In the reports referred to in the above letter, there is the maost mnple
evidence of the true cholera baving appearcd at different points in the
colony before the artival of the Topaze frigate, the ship accused by
contagionists par méticr, of having introduced the discase; so that,
contrary to what Dr. Macmichael supposes, those who dishelieve the com-
municability of cholera, have no necessity whatever m this ease for
pleading a coinsidency between the breaking ont of the disease, and the
arrival of the frigate; indeed, his friend Dr. Hawkins scems to be
aware of this, when he is obliged to have recourse to such an arguinent
as that ** it is, at all events, clear that the disease hatll not been epidemic
at the Mauritus before the arrival from Ceylon;™ so that the ln-gmnmg of
an epidemic is to be excluded from forming o ‘mrt or parcel of the epi-
demic! Why is it that in medicine alone such modes of reasoning itve
ever ventured upon ! ) ) )

We know, from the. history of cholera in India, that not only ships
lying in certain hatbours have had the disease appear on bourd, bt even
vessels sailing down one coast have suffered from it, while sailing
up another has freed them from it, without the nonsense of going
into harbour to *expurgate.” Now, with respect to the Topaze, it appears
that while lying in harbour in Ceylon, the discase broke out on hoard
her; that after she got into ¢ clene air” at sea, .thc discase (hsupncurcd,
seventeen cases only having oceurred from the time she left the island,
and she arrived at the Mauritius, as Dr Hawkins admits, without .an?r
appearance whatever of the cholera on board. On the day after her arrival,
she sent several cases (* chronic dysentry, hepatitis, and general debility”)
to hospital, but not one of cholera; neither did any case occur on board
during her stay there, at anchor a mile and a half from shore, and con-
stantly communicating with shore®, while a consillerable number of
deaths took place from cholera in the merchant vessels anchored necar
shore. '

* Somebody is said to have seen a man on board with vomiting and spasms, on the
day before she moved 1o this anchorage, but the surgeon of the ship has not stated this,

is saitd, and those who choose, are at liberty to give eredit to the story
of its baving been smnggled on shore by some negro slaves landed
frot a Mauritins vessel,  As to the precautions to which the writer in
The Westminster Review atliibutes the non-extension of the disease
in this island, linudreds of instances are recorded, in addition to those
which we have already quoted, of the discase stopping short, without
cordons or precantions ol any kind -one remarkable instance is men-
tioned by Dio Amnesley, where, without seclusion, the discase did not
weach the ground oceupied by two  cavalry regiments, although it made
ravages in all the other regiments in the same camp.

We have, perhaps, u right to demand from those gentlemen who dis-
Juy such peculiar tact in the discovery of ships by which the cholera
Ims. at divers fimes, been imported into continents and islands, the
names of those ships which brought to this country, in the course of the
present year, the ¢ contagion” which has produced, at so many different
points, cases of severe cholera, causing death in some instances, and
in which the identity with the “Indian cholera,” the ¢ Russian cholera,”
&c., has been so perfect, that all the “ perverse ingenuity” of man
wimot point out @ difterence.  I€ it cannot be shown that i this, we
non-contagionists in cholera are in error, people will surely see reason
for abandoning the cause of cordons, &v., in this disease,—a cause
which, in truth, now rests mainly for support upon a sort of conventional
understanding, unconnceted altogether, 1t would appear, with the facts
of the case, und entered into, we are bound to suppose, before the full
extent of the mischief likely to arise from it had been taken into con-
sideration.  Admitting for a moment that a case of cholera possessing
contagious properties could be imported into this country this year, will
anybody say that a * constitution of the atmosphere” favourable to its
communicability to healthy individuals, has not existed in a very high
degree: —-can a spot be named in which cholera, gencerally of a mild
grade, has not prevailed? And if contagionists cannot point out a
dilference between some of the severe cases to which public attention has
been dsawn, and the most marked cases of the Indian or Russian cho-
lera, 1 think that now there should-be an end to all argument in support
of their cause,  Without at all going to the extent which might be
warranted, T would beg to be informed of the names of the ships by
which the contagion was brought, which caused the illness of the fol-
lowing individuals; or if they be allowed, as 1 presume must be the
case, not to have been infected at all in this way, all that has been said
regarding the identity of the foreign and severe form of the home disease,
must be shown to be without foundation:—the detailed case of Patrick
Geary, which occurred in the Westminster Hospital,—the fatal case of
Mr. Wright, surgeon, 29, Berwick-street,—the eases, some of them fatal,
which occurred at Port Glasgow, and regarding which, a special inquiry
was instituted,—a case in Guy's Hospital, which caused some anxiety
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about the middle of July last,—a ease reported in a medical periodical

in August last, as having occurred in Ireland,—the fital case, us communicable, and where contagion has been so ardently sought after &1/

il , 4 4 : : 78
reported in my first letter, of Martin M‘Neal®s-—a second ease reported by all sorts of attachés and employés of the cmdonrmul quarantine s
in & medfeal periodical in August,—a fatal case on the 12th of Angust lnst systems in the different countries on the Coutinent.  We could produce 518
at Sundertand, reported upon to the Home Sceretary by the mayor of that no mean authority to show, that a long succession of negalive proofs &

town,—three cases reported in No. 421 of Tur Laxeri,—u very
remarkable case duly reported upon in September, from the Military
Hospital at Stoke, near Davenport, and a case with thorough * congee
stoo{s," spasins, &ec. (the details of which { may hereafter forward),
which occurred at Winchester on the 22d of September, in the 19th
Foot, in & man of regular habits, and of the nature of which jease the
mcdical gentleman in charge had no doubt.

I quite agree with those who are of opinion, that in this and most
other countries, cases may be every year met with exhibiting symptoms
similar to those which have presented themselves in any one of the above,
Instead of amusing us, when next writing upon cholern, with a quota-
tion about small-pox from Rhazes, bearing nonsense upon the face of it,
some of those who maintain the contagious property of Indian or any
other cholera, may probnbl{ take the trouble to give the information on
the above cases, so greatly required for the purpose of enlightening
the public,

I must now beg 1o return to an examination of one or twa more of the
very select quotations made by Dr. Macmichacl, with the view, as he is
pleased to tell us, of placing the statements on both sides in juxtapo-
sition. e is well pleased to give us from Dr. Taylor, assistant-surgeon,
—what indecd never amounted to more than report, and of the truth
or falschood of which this gentleman docs not  pretend to say he
had any knowlege himself,—that a traveller passing from the Deacan
to Bombay, found the discase prevailing at Panwell, througls which he
passed, and so took it on with him to Bombay: but whether the man
had the discase, or whether he took its germs with him in some very
susceptible article of dress, is not stated by Dr. Taylor; however, he
states (what we are only surprised does not lmpren oftener in those cases,
when we consider similarity of constitution—of habits—of site oraspect of
their dwellings, &c.) that several members of a family, and neighbours
¢ were attacked within a very short period of each other;” but when Dr.
Taylor goes on to say, * In bringing forward these facts, however, it
may be proper at the same time to state, that of the forty-four assistants
employed under me, only three were scized with the complaint;” he
gets out of favour at once, and his observation is called ** unlucky,”
being but a negative proof, and Dr. Macmichael adds, what everybody
roust agree with him in, that positive instarices of cantagion must outweigh
all negative proofs:—to be sure:—but Dr. Macmichacel's saying this,
does not show that positive proofs exist. Give us but positive proofs,

* The same Army Medical gentleman, who had been sent to Port Glasgow, was sent
ta Hull to report upon this case :—he arrived there too late, but having scen the details of
the case, he admitted that he saw no reason to declare them different from those which
occurred in the Indian cholera,
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give even but a few, which surely may he done, it the disease he really

must be reeeived as amounting to a moral certainty 3 and what greater
proof can we have of non-contagion in any discase, than we have in
the fact regarding epidemic cholera, as well as ycllow fever, that
attendants on the sick are not more liable than others to be attacked ?
Regard should, of course, nlways be paid, in taking this point into
consideration, to what has been already noticed in my sccome letter, or
the inferences must be most crroncous,  Dr. Macmichael quotes the
statement of Dr. Burrell, 65th regiment (and takes care to put the quo-
tation in italics too), that at Scroor, in 1818, ¢ almost every attendant
in hospital had had the discase. There are about thirty attendants in
hospitals.””  Now, along with hundreds of other instances, what does
Dr. French, of the 49th regiment, say, in his Report of 18207 That
no medical man, servant, or individual of any kind, in attendance on
the sick, was taken ill at Berhampore, when the cholera prevailed there
that year, and refers, to his Report for 1825, in which he remarked the
same thing in the hospital of the 67th regiment at Poonah ; coutrary, as
lie observes, to what occurred some years before in the G5th regiment at
Secroor, about forty miles distant.  In the two instances quoted by Dr,
French, and in that by Dr. Burrell, all those about the sick stood in the
same relation towards them, and all the difference will be found probably
t6 have been, that the hospital of the G5th was within the limit of the
detcriorated atmosphere, where the cause existed equally {(as in the case
of ague and yellow Jever) whether persons were present or not.

In Lgypt there is not, it is true, a *“ cruel and inhuman desertion” of
the unfortunate plague patients ; for, among other reasons, being predesti-
narians, they think it inakes no sort of difference whether they attend on
the sick or not. Those who act upon the principle of cholera being a
highly contagious discase, may perhaps consider it necessary to recom-
mend, among their precautions, that the medical men and at{endants
should be enveloped in those hideous dresses used in some countries by
those who approach plague patients®-—fancy, in the case of a sick female,
or even of a man of pretty good nerves, the effect of but half the precau-
tions one hears of, as proper to be observed. It is quite a mistake to
suppose that the sick have not been sometimes abandoned during the
prevalence of epidemics ; and that too in cases where medical men had
very erroncously voled the disease contagious :—among other horrid things

* Since writing the above, 1 find that this scene has actually occurred lately at Dantzie
where a few miserable medical men illustrated their doctrines of contagion, by skulking at
a certain distance about the sick, dressed upin oil skins, like the disgusting figures we see
in books, of the Marseilles doctors in the Tazaretto, (See Sun Newspaper, 22nd,
Nov.)
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arising out of mistaken views, who that has ever read it, can forget the
account given by Dr. Halloran, of the wretched yellow-fever patient in
Spain, who, with a rope tied round him, was dragged along for some
distance by a guard, when he was put into a shed, where he was suffered
to die, without even water to quench histhirst? I admit that, even with
the views of non-contagionists, difficultics obviously present themselves in
rezard to the safety of those about the sick, when l‘m latter are in such
a state as will not admit of their removal to a more auspicious spot from
that in which there is reason to belicve they inhaled the noxious atmos.
phere,  From what has been observed in India and other places, however,
there is often suflicicnt warning in a feeling of malaise, &c., and the
distance to favoured spots, where people may be obscrved not to be
attacked, may be very shoit,—sometimes, as we have seen, but o few
yards, so that a removal of the patient, with kis friends, may be practi-
cable, in a vast number of cases, previous to the setting in of the more
serious symptoms,

I shall conclude this by cursorily referring to two circustances which
have within a short time occurred on the Continent, and which scem to
me to be of no small importance in regard to cholera qquestions. It appears
that the committee appointed by the French Chamber of Deputics to
inquire into the questions connected with voting an additional sum to
meet cordon and quarantine expenses, in the event of the cholera making
its appearance in or near France, have made their report to the Chamber.
"They declare that in India the cholera was proved not to have been trans-
missible ; and that in regard to Russia, it was not introduced, as nlways
contended for by some ‘mrsons i—they refer to the city of Thorn as exempt
from the disease, though free from cordons, and in the midst of a country
where it prevails, while the disease appeared in St. Petersburg and Mos-
cow, notwithstanding their cordons, and even in Prussia, where sanatory
laws where exccuted * avee une punctualité et une rigeur ailleurs incon-
nues,”  ‘The money is nevertheless granted 5 it ts always a good thing to
have, but they have set one curious condition npon its being granted,
which displays consummate tact, for it is to be employed solely in dis-
bursements of a particular nature (dcpenses malericlles), including, it
may be presumed, temporary hospitals, &c.; and that it is by no means
(“ nullement ) to go into the pockets of individuals.

The other circumstance to which I allude is that, like Russia and Aus-
tria, Prussia has found that quarantines and cordons do not check the
progress of cholera. The king declares that the appearance of the dis-
ease in his provinces, has thrown new light on the question ; he specifies
certain restrictions as to intercourse, which were forthwith to be removed,
and declares his intention to modify the whole. In short, it is quite plain
that, as Dr. Johnson has it in his last journal,—those regulations will,
“in more countries than Russia, be useless to all but those employcd in
executing them.”

LETTER IV,

I'r need searcely be said how mwuch it behooves all medical men o keep
in vicw the sabject of the wide-spreading cholera, and not to suffer
themselves to be Jed from an attentive consideration of all that appertains
to it, by the great political questions which at present convulse the whole
kingdont.

I totally disagree with Dr. Macmichael, as 1 believe most people will,
that the notion of contagion in many discases is “ far from being natural
and obvions to the mind ;" for, since the time that contagious properties
have been generally allowed to belong to certaiu discases, there has been
a strong disposition to consider this as tho most natural and obvious mode
of explaining the spreading of other discases. A person sces evidence of
the transmission, mediate as well as immcdiate, of small-pox, from one

crson to another; and, in other discases, the origin of which may be
invelved in obscurity, he is greatly prone to assign a similar cause which
may scem 1o reconcile things so satisfactorily to his mind. Indeed there
seems, in many parts of the world, a degree of popularity as to quarantine
regulations, which is well understood and torned to proper aceount by the
initiated in the mysteries of that departinent : —for what more common
than the expression—*¢ we cannot be too earcful in our attempts to keep
out such or such a disease 7” TFor my part, [ adiit that T can more
easily compreliend the propagation of certain epidemics by contagion,
than I can by any other means, when unaccompanied by sensible atmos-
pheric changes; and if I reject contagion in cholera, it is heeause what-
cver we have in the shape of fair cvidence, is quite conclusive as to the
non-existence of any such principle. Indecd abundance of evidence now
lies before the public, from various sources, in proof of the saying of
Fontenclle being fully applicable to the question of cholera—< When a
thing is accounted for in two ways, the truth is usually on the side most
opposed to appearances.”” How well mistaken opinions as to contagion
in cholera are 1llustrated in a pamphlet which bas just appeared from Dr,
Zoubkoft of Moscow! This gentleman, it appears, has been a_firm be-
liever in contagion, until the experience afforded him during the preva-
lence of the disease in that city proved the contrary. He tells us (p. 10),
that in the hospital (Yakimanka) he saw  to kis great astonishment, that
all the attendants, all the soldiers, handled the sick, supported their
heads while they vomited, placed them in the bath, and buried the dead ;
always without precaution, and always withont being attacked by cholera.”
He saw that even the breath of cholera patients was inhaled by others
with impunity ; he saw, that throughout the district of which he had
charge, the disease did not spread through the crowded buildings, or
in families where some had been attacked, and that exposure to exciting
causes determined the attack in many instances. He saw all this, gives
the public the benefit of the copious notes which he made of details as
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to persons, places, &c., and now vidieules the idea of contagion in cho-
lera. Grant to the advocates of contagion in cholera but all the data
they require, and they will afterwards prove every disease which can be
mentioned to be contagious, TInndreds of people, we will say, forin-
stance, come daily fiom a sickly district to a healthy one, and yet no
discase for some time appears; but at Jast an ¢ inexplicable condition of
the air,” and * not appreciable by any of our senses ™ (admitted by Dr.
Macmichael and others as liable to oceur, but only in aid of contagion), tuke
place; cases begin to appear about a particular day, and nothing is now
more casy than to make out details of arrivals, there being n wide fickl
for sclection; and even how individuals had spoken to persons subse-
quently attacked-—had stopped at their doors—had pnsscc\ their houses,
&c.® “Causation is at once connected with antecedence, at least for a
a time, by the people at large, who sce their government putting on
cordons aud quarantines, and the most vague public rmmonr becomes an
assumcd fact.  We even find, as may be scen in the quotation given
from Dr. Walker's report, that contazionists are driven to the * somehow
orother” mode of the introduction of cholera by individuals 5 so that it
may be deplored, with respeet to this discase, in the words of Bacon,
that * men of learning are too frequently led, from ignorance or credulity,
to avail themselves of mere rumours or whispers of experience us conlfir-
mation, and sometimes as the very ground-work, of their philosophy,
ascribing to them the same nuthority as if they rested upon legitimate
testimony, Like to a government which should regulate its measuscs,
not by official information of its accredited ambassadors, but by the
gossipings of newsmongers in the streets.  Such, in truth, is the mauner
in which the interests of phitosophy, as far as experience is concerned,
have hitherto been administered. ~ Nothing is to be found which has been
duly investigated,—nothing which has been verified by a careful exami-
nation of proof.”

In their efforts to make out their case, there would scem to be no end
to the contradictions and inconsistencies into which the advocates of
contagion in cholera arc led, At one moment we are required to believe
that the discase may e transmitted through the mediun of an unpurified
letter, over seas and continents, o individuals residing in countrics
widely differing in elimate, while, in the next, we are told—regarding
the numberless instances of persons of all habits who rewmain unattacked
though in close contact with the discased—that the constitution of the
atmosphere necessary for the germination of the contagion is not present ;

* Since the above was wrilten it has been very clearly shewn Low casily proofs of this
Lind may be fwinished to all disposed to receive them.  We perceive that a disease officially
announced as the true cholera, has existed for nearly atienth past at Sunderland, and
that among the thousands of people who left it within that time, nothing could be mere
easy, had the discase appeared epidenically in other parts of England, than to point out
the particuler individual who had ** brought it”” in some way or other; and tlas is the
raanner in which all the fables about the propagation of cholera froin one district to another
Lave gained credences ( Nov. 24th.)
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and this, although we sce the disease altacking all indiscriminately, these
who are not near the sick as well as those who are at a very short
distance, as on the opposite side of a ravine, of a rivulet, of a barrack,
or even of a road, ‘They assume that wherever the discase appears,
three causes must be in  operation — contagion —- peculiar states of
atmosphere (heat now clearly proved not essential, as at one time
believed)—and susceptibility in the habit of the individual. However
unphilosophical it is held to be to multiply causes, the advocates of
contagion are not likely to reduce the number, as this would at once
cramp them in their pleadings before a conrt where sophistry is not
always quickly detected.  Those who sce irresistible motives for dis-
missing all idea of contagion, look, on the contrary, for the production
of ch(ﬁcrn, to sources, admitted from remote times to have a powerful
influence on our systems, though invisible —thongh not to be detected
by the ingenuity of man, and though proved to exist only by their
clleets,

Many who do not believe that cholera can be propagated by contagion
under ordinary circumstances, have still a strong impression that by
ciowding patients together, as in hospitals or in a ship, the disease may
acquire contagious propetties, Now we find that when the experimentum
crucis of extensive experience is contrasted with the feasibility of this,
cholera, like ague, has not been rendered one bit more contagious by
crowding patients together than it has been shown to be nunder other
circumstances,  We do not require to be told that placing many persons
together in illventilated places, whether they labour under ague, or
catarch, or rtheumatism, or cholera, as well as where no disease at all
exists among them, as in the Caleutta black-hole affair, and other
instances, which might be quoted, fever, of a malignant form, is likely
to be the couscquence, but assuredly not ague, or catarth, or rthenmatism,
or cholera.  On this point we are furnished with details by Dr, Zoubkoff,
of Moscow, in nddition to the many previously on record. It may be
here mentioned that, on a point which I have already referred to, this
gentleman says (p. 43), 1 shall merely observe that at Moscow, where
the police are remarked for their activity, they cannot yet ascertain who
was the first individual attacked with cholera, It was believed at one
time that the disease first showed itself on the 17th of September;
afterwards the 15th was fixed upon, and at last persons went so far
back as August and July.” As this gentleman /ad been a contagionist,
occupied a very responsible situation during the Moscow epidemic, and
quotes time and place in support of his assertions, I consider his memoir
more worthy of translation than fifty of your Keraudrens.

Respecting those mysterious visitations which from time to time afflict
mankind, it may be stated that we have a remarkable instance in the
“ dandy” or “ dangy” discasc of the West India Islands, which, of late
years, has attracted the notice of the profession as being quite a new
malady, though nobody, as far as 1 am aware of, has ever stated it to
have been an imported one. We find also that within the last three
years a disease, quite novel in its characters, has been very prevalent in
the neighbourhood of Paris. It has proved fatal in many instances, and
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the physiciaus, unable to assign il a rlucc under the head of previously-
described disease, have been obliged to invent the term * Acrodynin”
for it. I am not aware that even M. Pariset, the medical chicf of
quarantine in France, ever supposcd this discase to have been imported,
and to this hoar the cause of its appearance remaing in as much
obscurity among the Savans of Paris, as that of the cpidemic cholern,

Considering all the evidence on the subject of cholera in India, in
Russia, Prussia, and Austria, onc cannot ll(‘llp fecling grreatly astonished
on perceiving that Dr, Macmichael (p. 31 of his punphlet) insinuates
that the spreading of the disease in Yurope has been owing to the views
of the subject taken by the medical men of India,

In turning now more particulatly to the work, or rather compilation,
of Dr. Bisset Hawkins, let us see whether we cannot discover among
what he terms * marks of haste” in getting it up for ¢ the curiosity of
the public” (curiosity, Dr. awkins!), some omissions of a very impor-
tant nature on the subject of u disease respecting which, we presume, he
wished to enlighten the public.  Aud first, glancing back to cholera in
the Mauritins, Dr. Hawkins might, had he not been so pressed for time,
have referred to the appearance of cholera in 1829, at Grandport in that
island; when, as duly and oflicially ascertained, it could not be a ques-
tion of importation by any ship whutever. The facility with which he
supplies us with ¢ facts,”—the false facts reprobated by Bacon, and
said by Cullen to produce more mischief in our profession than false
theories—is quite surprising; he tells us, point blank (p. 31), speaking
of India, that * when cholera is once established in a marching regiment,
it continues its course in spite of change of position, food, or other cir-
cumstances 1" Never did a medical man make an assertion more unpar-
donable, csrccially if he applies the term marching regiment as it is
usually applied. Dr., Hawkins leads us to suppose that he has examined
the India reports on cholera.  What then are we to think when we find
in that for Bengal the following most interesting and conclusive state-
ments ever placed on record? Respecting the Grand Army under the
Marquis of Hastings, consisting of 11,500 fighting men, and encamped
in November 1817 on the banks of the Sinde, the official report states
that the disease * as it were in an instant gained fresh vigour, and at
once burst forth with irresistible violence in every direction. Unsub-
jected to the laws of contact, and proximity of situation, which had been
observed to mark and retard the course of other pestilences, it surpassed
the plague in the width of its range, and outstripped the most fatal dis-
eases hitherto known, in the destructive rapidity of its progress, Pre-
viously to the 14th it had overspread every part of the camp, sparing
neither sex nor age, in the undistinguishing virnlence of its attacks.”—
“ From the 14th to the 20th or 22d, the mortality had become
so general as to depress the stoutest spirits.  The sick were
already so numerous, and still pouring in so quickly from every
quarter, that the medical men, although night and day at their
posts, were no longer able to administer to their necessities. The
whole camp then put on the appearance of ahospital, The noise and
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hadd nearly subsided,  Nothing was to be scen but individuals anxionsly
hurrying from one division of a camp to another, to inquire after the fate
of their dead or dying companions, and melancholy groups of natives
benring the biers of their departed relatives to the river. At length even
this consolation was denied to them, for the mortality latterly became so
great (hat there was neither time nor hands to carry off the bodies, which
were then thrown into the neighbouring ravines, or hastily committed to
the earth on the spots on which they had expired.”  Let us now inquire
how this appalling mortality was arrested ;—-the report goes on to inform
us -—¢ It was clear that such a frightful state of things could not last
long, aud that unless some immediate check were given to the disorder,
it must soon depopulate the camp, It was therefore wisely determined
by the Commander-in-chicf to move in scarch of « healthicr soil and of
purer air,” which they fond when they ¢ crossed the clear stream of
the Bitwah, and upon its high and dry bauks at Trich soon got rid of the
pestilence, and met with returning health,” Now just fancy epidemic
cholera n discase transmissible by * susceptible articles,” and what an
inexhaustible stock must this large army, with its thousands of followers,
have long carried about with them; but, instead of this, they were soon In
a condition to take the field, Against the above historical fact men of
ingenuity may advance what they please. There is no doubt that, in the
above instance, severe cases of cholera occurred during the move, the
poison taken into the system on the inauepicious spot, not having pro-
duced its effects at once; it is ncedless to point out what occurs in this
respect in remittent and intermittent fevers. The India reports furnish
further evidence of mere removal producing health, where cholera had
previously existed, Mr. Bell, a gentleman who had served in India, and
who has lately written upon the disease,* informs us (p. 84), that < re-
moving a camp  few miles, has frequently put an entire and immediate
stop to the occurrence of new cases; and when the discase prevailed
destructively in a village, the natives often got rid of it by deserting their
houses for o time, though in doing so they necessarily exposed themselves
to many discomforts, which, ceferis paribus, we s}nould l_)e 1n'c1151ed to
consider exciting causes of an infectious or contagious epidemic.” We
even find that troops have, as it may be said, ouf-marched the discase,
or rather the cause of the discase; that is, moved with rapidity over an
extensive surface where the atmosphere was impure, and thereby escaped
—on the principle that travellers are in the habit of passing as quickly as
they can across the pontine marshes. ~ Mr. Bell says, « In July, 1819, 1
marched from Madras in medical charge of a large party of young officers
who had just arrived in India, and who were on their way to join regl-
ments in the interior of the country. There was also 2 detachment of
Sepoys, and the usual number of attendants and camp-followers of such
a party in India, The cholera prevailed at Madras when we left it
*

* Thisis by far the best work yet published in England on the cholera, but it is to be
regretted that the author has not ‘slluded to the works of gentlemen who have a prionty c:f
claim to some of the opinions he has published : I think that, in particular, Mr. Orton’s
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Until the 5th day’s mareh (fifty milesfrom Madras) no cases of the dis-
case occurred.  On that day several of the party were attacked on the
line of march ; and, during the next three stages, we continued to have
additional cases. Cholera prevailed in the countrics through which we
were passing. In_consultation with the commanding oflicer of the de-
tachment, it was determined that we should leave the discase behind us ;
and as we were informed that the country beyond the Ghuauts was free
from it, we marched, without a halt, until we reached the high table
land of Mysore. The consequence was, that we left the disease at Vel-
lore eighty-seven miles from Madras, and we had none of it until we
had marched seventy miles further (seven stages), when we again found
it at one of our appointed places of encampment ; but our camp was, in
consequence, pushed on n few miles, and only one case, o futal one,
occurred in the detachment 3 the man was attacked on the line of march.
We again left the disease, and were free from it during the next 115
miles of travelling ; we then had it daring three stages, and found many
villages deserted.  We once more left it, and reached our journey's (!ll(f,
260 1niles further, withont again mecting it.  Thus, in a journey of 560
wiles, this detachment was exposed to, and left the discase behind it,
four different times; and on none of those occasions did a single case
occur beyond the tainted spots.”  What alesson for Dr. Hawkins!  DBut
for whom could Dr. Hawkins have written his eurious book 7 Hear Mr.
Bell in respect to the common crror of the disease following high roads
and navigable rivers only:—* 1 have known the disease to prevail for
several weeks at a village in the Southern Mahratta country, within a few
miles of the principal station of the district, and then leave that division
of the country entirely; or, perhaps, cases would oceur at some distant
point. In travelling on circuit with the Judge of that district, [ have
found the disease prevailing destructively in a small and sccluded village,
while no cases were reported from any other part of the district.”  What
is further stated by Mr. Bell will tend to explain why so much delusion
has existed with regard to the progress of the disease being remarkably
in the direction of lines of commerce, or great intercouse :—¢ When
travelling on circuit, 1 have found the discase prevailing in a district
before any report had been made of the fuct, nolwithstanding the most
positive orders on the subject; and I am persuaded, that were any of the
instances adduced in support of the statement under consideration strictly
inquired into, it would be found that the usual apathy of the natives of
India had prevented their noticing the existence of the disease until the
fact was Lrought prominently forward by the presence of Europeans. Tt
should also be bronght to mind, that cholera asphyxia is not a new dis-
ease to these natives, but seems to be, in many places, almost endemical,
whilst it is well known that strangers, in such circumstances, become
more obnoxious to the discase than the inhabitants of the country.
Morcover, travellers have superadded to the remote cause of the disease,
fatigue and road discomforts, which are not trifling in a country where
there are neither inns nor carriages.” (p. 8%.)  Cholera only attacks a
certain proportion of a population, and is it wonderful that we should
hear more of epidemic n hizh roads, where the population is greatest?
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High roads too are often along the course of rivers; and is there not
some reason for believing, that there is often along the course of rivers,
whether navigable or not, certain conditions of the atmosphere unfavoura-
ble to health?  When Dr. Hawkins stated, as we find at p. 131 he has
done, that where the inhabitants of certain hilly ranges in India escaped
the discase, * these have been said to have nterdicted all intercourse
with the people below,” he should have quoted some respectable autho-
rity, for otherwise, should we unhappily be visited Dy this disease, the
people of our plains may one day wage an unjust war against the sturdy
Highlanders or Welsh mountaineers®,  Little do the discussers of politics
dream of the high interest of this part of the cholera question, and little
can they conceive the unnceessary afllictions which the doctrine of the
contagionists are calculated to bring on the nation, Let no part of the
public suppose for a moment that this is a question concerning medical
men more than it does them; all are very deeply concerned, the heads of
familics more especially so.

We see that the identity of the European and Iudian epidemic cholera
is admitted on all sides; we have abundant proof that whatever can be
said as to the progress of the discase, its anomalies, &c., in the former
country, have been also noted respecting it in the latter ; and Dr Hawkins,
when Tie put forth his book, had most assuredly abundant materials upon
which to form a rational opinion. It is by no small effart, therefore,
that I can prevent all the respect due to him from evaporating, when he
declares, at page 165, that **the discase in Indin was probably com-
municable from person to person, and that in Europe it has undeniably
proved so.”'  But Dr. Hawkins is a Fellow of the College of Physicians,
and we must not press this point further than to wish others to recollect
that he has told us that he chcw up his book in haste; and, moreover,
that he wished to gratify the curiosity of the public. The Riga story
about the hemp and the filteen labourers I shall leave in good hands, the
British Consul's at that city, who was required to draw up, for his go-
vernment, o statement of the progress, &c. of the cliolera there, of which
the following is an extract:—

¢'The fact of non-contagion seems determined, as far as a question can
be s0, which must rest solely upon negative evidence. The strongest possi-
ble proof is, the circumstance, that not oneof the persons employed in
removing the dead bodies (which is done without any precaution) has
been taken ill.  The statement of fifteen labourers being attacked, while
opening a pack of hemp, is a notorious falsehood. Some physicians
incline to the opinion, that the disease may sometimes be caught by infec-
tion, where the habit of body of the individual is predisposed to receive it;
the majority of the faculty, however, maintain a contrary doctrine, and the
result of the hospital practice is in their favour. There are 78 persons

* Something of this kind would have infallibly taken place, had certain insane

proposals lately made respecting the shutting in of the people of Sunderland, been

carried into cffect.
¥
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employedin the principal hospital here; of these only two have hien at-
tacked, one of whom was an ‘Tuspecteur de Sulley and not in immediate
attendance upon the sick, 1 am assuredd that the other hospitals offer
the same results, but as 1 cannot obtain equally authentic information ve-
specting them, T contine mysclf' to this statement, on which you may rely.
On the other hand, in private familics, several instances have occurred
where the illuess of one individual has been followed b that of others:
but, generally, only where the first ease has proved fatal, and the survivors
have given way fo grief and alarm,  Mereenary attendants have scldom
been attacked, and, as mental agitation is proved to be one of the prin-
cipal agents in propagating ot generating the disease, these isolated
cases are attributed to that cause rather than infection.

« It i3 impossible to trace the origin of the discase to the barks;
indeed it had not wanifested jtself at the pluce whenee they come
Gll after it had broken out here, ‘The nearest point infected was
Schowlen (at a distance of 200 wersts), and it appeared simultancously
in three different places at Riga, without tosrching the interjacent coun-
try. The first cases were two stonc-masous, working in the Petershurg
suburbs, a person in the citadel, and a lady resident in the town. None
of these persons had had the slightest communication with the crews
of buks, or other strangers, and the quarter inhiabited by people of that
description was later attacked, though it has ultimately suftered most.

 None of the medical men entertain the slightest doubt of the nction
of atmospheric influence—so many undeniable instances of the sponta-
ncous generation of the disease having occurred, 1alf the town has
been visited by diartheea, and the slightest deviation from the regimen
now prescribed (consisting principally in abstinence from acids, fmit,
beer, &e.) invariably produces an attack of that nature, and, gencrally,
cholera : fright, and intoxication, produce the same effect,

« Numerous instances could be produced of persons in perfect lealth,
some of whom had not left their rooms since the breaking ont of the
discase, having been attacked by cholera, almost instantancously after
having imprudently indulged in sour milk, cucumbers, &e. It is a
curious circumstance, bearing on this question, that several individuals
coming from Riga have died at Wenden, and other parts of Livonia,
without a_ single inhabitant catching the disease ; on the other hand, it
spreads in Courland, and on the Prussian fronticr, notwithstanding
.overy effort to check its progress. The intemperance of the Russians
during the holidays has swelled the number of fresh cascs, the progres-
sive’ diminution of which had previously led us to look forward 1o a

~speedy termination of the calamity.” This is a pretty fair specimen of

the undeniable manner in which cholera is proved to be contagious in
Rurope, and we shall, for the present, leave Dr, Hawkins in possession

“of the full enjoyment of such proofs.

Some attempt was made at Sunderland, 1o establish that, in the case
which T mentioned in my last as having proved fatal there, the disease
had been imported from foreign parts, but due inquiry having been made
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by the collector of the customs, this proved Lo be unfounded ; the man's
name was Robert Henry,  pilot :—he died on the 14th of August.®

Abroad we find that,” unhappily, the cholera has made its appearauce
at Nlamburgh; official information to this cffect arrived from our Cousnl
at that place, on Tuesday the 11th inst. (October). The absurdity of
cordons and quarantines is hecoming daily more evident. By acconnts
from Vienna, dated the 26th September, the Tmperial Aulic Couneil had
dirceted  cortain lines of cordon to be broken up, seeing, as is stated,
that they were ineflicacions ; and by accounts of the same date, the
Tauperor had prowised his people not to cstablish cordons hetween
cerlnin slates,

We find at the close of a pamphlet on cholera, lately publishe:t by
Mr. Searle, a gentleman who served in India, and who was in Warsaw
during the greater part of the epidemic which prevailed there this year,
the following statement :—* 1 have only ta add, that after ali 1 have heard,
cither in India or in Poland, after all I huve read, scen, or thought
upon the subject, 1 awrive at this conclusion, that the discase is not
contagions.”

In confirmation of the opinion of Mr, Searle, we have now the cvi-
dence of the medical commission sent by the Freneh government to
Poland.  Dr. Londe, President of that commission, arrived in Taris some
days ago. e announced 1o the minister in whose department the qua-
rantine lies, as well as to M. 1¢ly D'Oissel, President of the Superior P
Council of Tlealth, that it was proved in Poland, entirely to his satis- |
faction, as well as to the satisfuction of his five colleagues, that the
cholera is not « contagious discase.

"[he Minister of War also sent four medical men to Warsaw, Three
of them have already declared against contagion; so it may be presumed
that the day is not far distant when those true plagues of society, cor-
dons and quarantines against cholera, shall be abolished. 1lear the
opinion of «w medical Journalist in France,—after describing, a few days
ago, the quarantine and cordon regulations in force in that country :—
«But what ecftect is to e produced by these extraordinary measures,
this immense display of means, and all these obstructions to the inter-
course of communiies, against a disease not contagious ; a discase pro-
pagating itsclf epidemically ; and which nothing has hitherto been able to
arrest? To increase its ravages hundred-fold,—to ruin the country, and
to make the people revolt against measures which draw down on them
misery and death at the same time.”  What honest man would not now
wish that in this country the cholera question were placed in Chancery;
where, 1 have no doubt, it would be quickly disposed of, T shall merely
add, that the ten medical men sent from IFrance to Poland, for the purpose

of studying the nature of cholera, have all remained unattacked by the
Octoher 15, 1831,
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¥ In a former letter 1 alluded to cases of ciiolera which fappeared this year at Poit
1 find that the highly interesting details of those cases have heen just pub-
ybody whe takes the smallest intevest in the impartaid
Flie London publishers are Whittaker and Co.
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LETTER V. always at hand, furnishing the sort of post hoc propter hoc evidence of
contagion with which some people are satisfied, but which is not one

I was well and wisely said, that toknow any-thing thoroughly, it must bit less absurd, than if a good lady, lwn]\g in the mar;;hes of Kent, were i

» B . . i (e

be known in all its details; and, to gain the confidence of the public in to iusist wpon it, that hlcr daughter Lliza took the ague from her
the belief of non-contagion in cholera, it is in vain that they are dauzhter J“"f' hecnuse they lived together.  Strange Lo say, however, R

: n ’ [} . . . ! .. L] . . ‘ . * P ‘ * H l. .;l_

informed that certain alleged facts, brought forward industiiously by Erl:co(nﬁ?:nnr"rlol (i;:'((lrll.l'clllhq()lll?l:li:;‘ﬁ nlljmlfltﬁ; 2r)i|{;g::;ce(;fseﬁ?i:s tznhzlgg::legﬁ e

contagionists, are quite groundless, unless proofs nre given shuwing this hol & Lof | '{ﬂ‘ * 3:1 1 PInion: : gW : g

to be the case.  The public ust, in short, have those nlleged instances ¢ 'fi.lcm' "'::.em ‘;. ’g ‘t'ﬂ?rc".t m? 'f“ clomml:sslons senl tf ) T{Sﬂ‘:' fz.c. SX
of contagion which have gained currency circumstantially disproved, or 1e question of contagion in cholera has been now put t0 112 tes, i

cvery possible way, let us view it for & moment, as compared with what
has ocenrred in regard to typhus at the London Fever Hospital, according
to that excellent observer br. Tweedie, physician to the establishment.
Doubts, as we all know, huve been of late years raised as to the con- !
tagion of typhus, but I believe nothing that has as yet appeared is so :

they will still listen to a doctrine leading to the disorganization of the
community wherever it is acted upon, It is solely upon this ground that
Y, 1 these letters have any claim to attention.  Dr. James Johnson, of London,
% 3 has, since my last letter, publicly contradicted, with all the bluntuess

P —
B
Y

__‘_w-}:%'.
e R oo

..'“'3 I]‘;ld c?\?.rgy .Olf h?"eisﬁ ("Ef“"c‘:g"' the t“"“lc']'.om b-:' ?'r G'r“:(l't _]l}!:;'_'o' well calculated to remove those doubts as the statements by this S0
2% IS i {;.th agllmlc ";tl'eu’s bd‘:l m?f\ ,fl' i}s-wf& l,"l'):::'lz‘ri(;‘c:zg i(s) wh"\('lt)lo,ot:ﬁz gentleman (see * Hlustrations of Fever™), where he shows that it has 2
*?f{g ' \S'mt 0:31 tllt::‘.::nolco'wignsw'\ndopl"ci?\li\":,b‘lnct.hc case in (uestion |pr(l)|nlljl been remarked for a serics of years that < the resident medical officers, i
iR It ik v H H { f . Y, . \ K N
3% the public will consider what is to be found in myllhird and fourth matrons, porters, laundresses, and domestic servants not connected with s
A letters, quite conclusive. Having again mentioned the Mauritius, I cau- the wards, and every fomale who has ever performed the duties of a %
) not rcl"rgin from ex ros;inrr my arrlc%l surprise that \Ll; i{onncd'\' \\:‘lIO hurse, ha\'c.onc “"d. all b”‘.’“. thc.suhjocls of fever,"—whil, in the Small- %
0 has lately publi lc‘lpoi ehol y 5‘ ld eive. with t{\c view of showine Por Hospital, which adjoins it, according to the statements of the i
3y ullh ‘ ly Pl lsi ( ;_c.\ em._.sli\o: ¢ tg:I " tme a proclunation by physician,  no case of genuine fever has occurred among the medical "
& Gen:r':l rf)a"(r"::;( \\'(l::i)II:: llllstlo(llloc?:lsot"ﬁ:r‘l‘liah :te\\'(;:ltlc;nboillllltrl?é ;'lc%t‘llt of the officers or domestics of that institution for the last eight years.”  Had &
§% proceedings instituted by that officer, as detailed in my third letter typhus been produced in the attendants by malaria of the locality, those i
G felative to the 1on-contasion ¢ X f the disease, a point of all others persons in the service of the neighbouring Small-Pox Hospital should 5
g th‘ Li ! . -lco i-s us lll);l ‘"cx e “’“- : ll.- e the cons also have been attacked to a greater or less extent, it is reasonable to A
5 fu‘sziomocs ‘mHOL“‘:I- to the public. f S !to ‘.“C"}““ls regal l'".-s_c l:;dwlll]o suppose, within the period mentioned.  Now let this be compared with o
] ot nofmtli?:: - lyn :ﬁélpizﬁmiilélceqn epi(;lc!ir:]lc cn :'(l)l‘lmal’ll:)\:lll ;mnst P all that has been stated respeeting attendants on cholera patients, and Sﬁ
. rters ] 1 papers during many past let it be compared with the following excellent fact in illustration, showing B
quit{eir;r{rlli(:]a(:e; slt?\':::ﬁent inade by Dr. Hawkins in his book on cholera how nwmbers labouring under the discase, and brought from ihe 153
E’% viz. “That Moreau de Jonll;és hgs lali;en areat I:ains to prove that the inauspicious spot where they were attacked toa place occupied by healthy 42
33 disease was imported into the Russian province of Orcuburg,” Dr. H. troops, did not, even under the disadvantage of a confined space, com- )
23 omits to tell P i letely he f 'll Lin tl lenvour. In the municate the disease to a single individual :—¢* It has been remarked by 3 i
3 Edinbur ’f M";. "';“' Csmg.’ ctely l‘j u e(l ;,“ .;el cn(l%a:}]o‘ there s @ many practitioners, that although they had brought cholera J:atients into A
iy K re\'ie‘wm(ﬂ' . r;e:ﬁgir al,;y P::;%'s‘;‘;r Ii!c‘-lrn ':gnsti(i)(‘;t l(;fy,St l’(_:tcr:l}mrfr o crowded wards of hospitals, no case of the disease occurred among the F B

: ‘ , . arcs | ; - : B
b S which M. Moreau’s speculations are put to fligl’nt. From the efforts of sick previously in hospital, or among the hospilal attendants. My own : {i

s
5

experience enables me fully to confirm this. The Military Hospital at 3
Dharwar, an oblong apartment of about 90 feet by 20, was within the ¥
fort, and the lines of the garrison were about a mile distant outside of ‘
the walls of the fort. On two different occasions (in 1820 and 1821), ?
when the discase prevailed epidemically among the troops of that station, ¥
while I was in medical charge of the garrison, but while no cases had

this pains-taking gentleman (M. Moreau) in the cause of contagion in
cholera, as well as yellow-fever, he seems to be considered in this
country as a medical man; but this is not the case: he raised himself
by merit, not only to military rank, but also to literary distinction, and
is a member of the Academy of Sciences, where he displays an imagi-
nation the most vivid, but as to the sober tact necessary for the investi-

R 2o

5 ation of such . hos 1 with the contagi occurred in the fort within which the hospital was situated, the patients 5
- B such questions as those connected with the contagion or were brought at once from their quarters to the hospital, which, on each i
' I;{(:n-contf;glon ?f cholera and ‘ycllow-fevcr,_ he is com_;ldcn?d below par. occasion, was crowded with sick labouring under other disorders. No i
' th?z sg";vte]l'?]gfl:?r:‘(l-f?tﬁll- '2(11}180259:3{0“;3\;“L'l:'r‘(;:g“‘:_; s“'l‘éi‘i‘nﬁuf‘td‘:";";"l’}’ ltz attempt was made to scparate the cholera patients. On one of these {
imbibed in his vouth. and when he w tod bp g It WACh occastons, no case of cholera occurred within the hospital ; on the other, y
.n s youlh, and when he was mislcd by occurrences taking one of the sick was attacked, but he was a convalescent sepoy, who had ]

place within a malaria boundary, where hundreds of instances are ;

hot been prevented from leaving the fort during the day. The disease, } '
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: on each of those oceasions, was confined to n particular subdivision of e India 1 :
% the lines, and none of those within the fort were attacked.”  (Bell on l!"'" ndia reports, he must have found abundance of evidence showing
J Cholera, s 92.) llm‘ti .slnmeumcs there were cven bilious stools® not at all like what he
i I have already quoted from Dr. Zoubkofl' of Moscow, once a believer dese ril:?s; and, again, if he is in the habit of reading the journals, he
in contagion; cvery woid in his pamphlet is precious; let but the i!l‘:lsl wve found abundant evidence of malignant cholera with discharges
i following be read, and who will then say that *¢ the seclusion of the sick l" € water-gruel in this country, As to the French Consul at Aleppo
; chontd be insisted on 2"—¢ The individuals of the hospitals, including I““""r: cseaped with 200 other individuals contined to his residence,
t soldicrs and attendants on_ the sick, were nbout thirty-two in number, |SI'“" ouly say, as it is Sir Gilbert Blane who relates the circumstance,
who, excepting the medical men, had never attended “any sick 3 we all that he forgot to mention that the aforesaid persons had retired to a
residence outside the city 3 which, permits e to assure ?'on, Sir Gilbert,
i
{
}

: it
A

: E handled, more or less, the bodics of the patients, the corpses, and the e _ > ¢ ]

v clothes of the sick; have had our hauds covered with their cold sweat, Just "ml‘fs wl the ‘IEI.‘C"““"O in hundreds of cases i—they happened to
a4 el and steeped in the bath while the patients were in its have inhaled their ":“rf ‘ff I‘ clene air ;" and had they carried 50 ague cases or 50 cholera
o breath and the vapours of their baths; have tusted the drinks contained ;\N 3 wit 'Iﬂ'c'" (it matters not onc atom which), the result would have
4 ! i1 their vessels, all without taking any kind of precaution, aud all without ilu.n_cxn:!.! y the same. ‘The mention of Barcelona and the yellow-fever,
<5 having suflered any ill effects,  We reccived imto our hospital sixty-five f}(_:fl E;:II: c‘;:ll:wrl;] \msi as ]H.l ]MtllcmlChﬂOl would term it, rather unlucky
! i | cholera patients, and 1 appeal to the testimony of the thirty-six sur- ooy k;' _‘O:']g.'l Prl“ ably I“Lk): for !mm'amty ; for it cannot be too
Voo BIE vivors, whether we took any precautions i putting them into the bath 5 y known that, during the yellow-fever cpidemic there in 1821,
vz I or in handling them—whether we were not scatedd sometimes on the bed more lh“'.‘ 601000,1’001’1_0 left the city, ,“"d spreald themselves all over
5 of one, sometimes on that of wnother, talking to them. On returning -S!mln, without a single instance of the disease having been communicated,
1e home divectly from the lospital, and without using_chloride of time, or :‘ NILE, AT B"“CP:I-O-\' ETTA ,THE INFAMOUS CORDON SYSTEM PRE-
b changing my clothes, 1 sat duwn to table with my family, and_received VENTED “THE UNFORTUNATE INHABITANTS FROM GOING BEYOND
; the carcsses of my children, firuly convineed that ‘l (lit}vngl ‘lnrinlg thlcm :I'('j:‘l“::(‘)']‘t'?;l ]*:N” THE CONSEQUENCES OF SHUTTING THEM UP WERE

a fatal poison either in my clothes or in my breath.  Nobody shut his MosT L )
door eitlhcr against me or ):ny colleagues; nobody was nfmitly to touch thg‘:;‘;ge’]‘lfgl‘:lsl’g rs“l'ltlc‘;?Aﬁi;;fyﬂlzlﬁlliﬁ({lslf;lm!:ltit)rllsfgf ﬁir Gilbert as tg
. and ¢ water, for those vague an

the hand of the physician who came direct from an hospital—that hand
which had just before wiped the perspiration from the brow of cholera
paticnts.  From the time that people had experience of the discase,

hacknicd statements havebeen again and again refuted; but we may remark
that whereas all former accounts respecting the cholera in 1817, in the
nobody that I an aware of shunned the sick.” Who, after this, can nf”]my of the M.nrqms of Hastings, state that the discase broke out some-
read over with common patience dircctions for the separation of a cholera ‘i 1t suddenly in the camp on the banks of the Sinde, Sir Gilbert, without

deigning to give his authority, makes the army set out for * Upper India

patient from his friends, as if ©an accursed thing 7" or who (il fuut . A L
trancher le mot) will now follow those directions ? accompanicd by this epidemic,” We find that Mr. Kennedy, another

R g ..

e
Aok

% As to the good Sir Gilbert .Blt_mc, who has disl_!'ibulcd far and wide ;\d\:ge:te !’or contagion in cholera, differs from Sir Gilbert as to the discase e
¥ o circular containing a description the most narvc Oh record, of the 1aving accompanicd the grand army on the march; for he says the s
% cpidemic cholera, hard must e the heatt which could refuse making 'l"\!’l’?"““"ce of the malady was announced in camp In the carly part of Zg‘
113 the allowance which he claims for himself and his memoir 3 and though ovember, when “ the first cases excited little alarm.” In referring, in a 5
0 he brands those who sce, in his account of the marchings and counter- former letter, to the sickness in the above army, I showed from the text g‘i’
marchings of the disease, nothing on a level with the intellect of the ;’f llhle.BengaI report, how a change of position produced a return of ;‘Z%
4 present age, as a parcel of prejudiced imbeciles, we must still fecl i"“lf"“ the troops; but Mr, Kennedy states that the discase had greatly
g. towards him all the respect due to a parent arrived at a time of life when ¢ e""“‘ffl L fcw days before the removal, so that it had lost “its infecting %
§.§ things are not as they were wont to be, nec mens, ncc @las. I may be Fo“ler‘ 1\0\‘(3]‘[11‘8.]055 it appears by this gentleman’s account, a little i
= among those he accuses of sometimes employing * unintelligible jargon,” arther on, that “in _ﬂlell‘ progressive movement the grounds which they
3 but shall not retort while 1 confess my inability to understand  such 9““1“0‘1 during the night as temporary cncampments were generally found E‘
# expressions as ¢ some obscure occurrence of unwholesome circumstances” in the moring, strewed with the dead like 2 field of battle” !  This gen- ¢
3 tleman tells us that he has laid down a law of ¢ increase and decline

which scem to have, according to him, both * brought” the disease to
Jessore in 1817, and produced it there at the same time.  Sir Gilbert
marks out for the public what he considers as forming one of the

principal differences between the English and Indian cholera, vize that .
See Orton on Cholera, who is most explicit upon this point, and cites from the

in the latter the discharges ** consist of a liquid resembling thin gruel, in India Teport \ ho 1s 1
the English discase they are feculent and bitious.” Now if he has read | tre vt chrora of | Ly the distinctions attempted (o be drawn in this respect between
3 ;‘ ¢ * cholera of India,” and that of other countries, are, after all, quile untenable,

appertaining to cholera,” by which, and the assistance of currents of
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contagion, it would appear all these things are reconciled wonderfully.

'; i Several of the points upon \'vhich he grounds his Lelief of contagion have
5',’)'4 {‘? been already touched upon in thqsc lettgrs, and the rest, cousidering the
(#; state of the cholera question in Furope just now, may be allowed to pass
?ﬁ i at whatever value the public may, after duc examination, think 1t is
K7 Lg entitled to. Let it be borne in mind that all contagionists who speak of
Bet b the cholera in the nrm{ of the Marquis of Hastings. forget to tell us that
/P though many thousand native followers had fled from that army doring
£ I the epidemic, the disease did not appear in the towns situated in the
o EERY surrounding conntry, till the following year, as may be scen at a glance
‘ } by reference to Mr. Kennedy's and other maps.

% i We have another contagionist in the field—a writer in the Foreign
7ix IS Quarterly Review, the valuc of whose observations may appear from his
35 statement. that *“in 1828 the disease broke out in Orcuburg, and was

¥ supposed [supposed!] to have been introduced Ly the caravans which

i arrive there from Upper Asia, or [or, nothing like a second string] by the

‘- Kingiss-Cossacks, who are adjoining this town, and were said [were said 1]

to have been about this time affected with the discase.”  This single ex-
tract furnishes an excellent specimen of the sort of proofs which the
contagionists, to 1 man, seem 1o be satisfied with as to the cholera being
“ carried ” from place to place. This gentleman must surcly be nnder
some very erroncous impression. when he states that, ¢ According to the
reports of the Medical Board of Ceylon, the discase made its appearance
in 1819 at Juffaah in Ceylon, imported from Palamcottah, with which
Jaffnah holds constant intercourse, and thence it was propagated over the
istand.” Now there is every reason to believe that a reference to the
documents from Ceylon will shew that no report as to the importation of
the disease was ever drawn up, for Drs. Farrel and Davy, as well as
Messrs. Marshall, Nicholson, and others, who served in that island, are,
to this hour, clearly against contagion. But as the writer tells us that
he is furnished with unpublished documents respecting the cholera at St.
Petersburg, by the chief of the medical department of the quarantine in
this country, we do not think it necessary to say one word more—ex pede
Herculem.

I rejoice to observe that Dr. James Johnson has, at last, spoken out
upon the quarantine question ; and I trust that others will now follow his
example. It is only to be regretted, that a gentleman possessing such
influence with the public as Dr. Johnson does, should have so long with-
held his powerful aid on the occasion ; but his motives were, 1 am quite
sure, most conscientious; and I believe that he, as well as others, might
have been prevented by a feeling of delicacy from going beyond a certain
point.

Since my last letter a code of regulations, in the anticipation of cholera,
has been published by the Board of Health. Let our prayers be offered
up with fervency tenfold greater than before, that our land may not be
afflicted with this dire malady. The following statement, however, may
not be altogether useless at this moment. According to the Journal des
Debats of the 24th instant, the Emperor of Austria, in a letter to his
High Chancellor, dated Scheenbrunn, October 10th, and published in

4
=

%

m
L

g

Ty e ;w-_-‘

A

e e

L BT T Y R A A O T s TR R R vy TSR RS
A TR Rt R N R AT

g L8
A

HTolr

Suneste encore que les maux que provenaient de la maladie elle-miéme.")

VRIS I P S T e o SRR o T s Ry AT R
..1‘41}}:_‘}!1‘;11!:,‘ S r' P ; \f 'b",f-i;'f;“""fﬁ '}.'-.‘} .l"g_,-\_‘._{}':_-g"h i t.d};‘\_;‘f ij EME }'\ [

T

ST

the Austrian Observer of the 12th, formally makes the most magnanimous
declaration to his people, THAT IIE HAD COMMITTED AN ERROL IN
ADOPTING THE VEXATIOUS AND WORSE-THAN USELESS QUARANTINE
AND CORDON REGULATIONS AGAINST cHoLERA ; that he did so before
the nature of the discase was so fully understood; admits that those
regulations have been found, after full experience, to have produced con-
sequences more calamitous than those arising from the disease itsclf (*plus

Ie kindly makes excuses for still maintaining a modified quarantine sys-
tem at ecrtain points, in consequence, as he states, of the opinions still
existing in the dominions of some of his neighbours, for otherwise his
commercial relations would be brokenoff. To sccurc his maritime inter-
course, he must doas they do!  We find that as «ll the Prussian cordons
have been dissolved, their vessels are excluded from entrance into certain
places on the Elbe.  What a horrid state of things! But, as a reference
will shew, this was one of the things stated iu my first letter as likely to
occur: itis surcly a fit subject for immediate arrangement hetween govern-
ments. In the mean time, we cannot but profit by the great lesson just
received from Austria,

I shall add no more on the present occasion, than that my last inform-
ation from Edinburgh notifies the death, from Scotch cholera, of two
respectable females in that city, after an illness of only a few hours.

b

=
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LETTER VI.

T

At a moment when the subject of cholera has become so deeply inte-
resting, the good of the public can surely not be better consulted by the
press than when it devotes its columns (even to the exclusion of some
political and other questions of jmportance) to details of plain facts con-
neeted with the contagious or non-contagious nature of that malady—a
question beyond all others regarding it, of most i mportance, for upon it

s

J \ . . Eh )
must hinge all sanatory or conservative regulations, and a mistake must, in 3
the event of an cpidemic breaking out, directly involve thousands in ruin, i
In the ease of felony, where but the life of a single individual is at 7

stake—nay, not only in the casc of felony, but in the case of a simple
misdemeanour, or cven in the simple case of debt—we see the ques-
tions of yes or no examined by the Judges of the land with due rigour;
while, on the point to which 1 vefer, and which affects so deeply the
dearcst interests of whole communities, evidence has been acted upon
so vague as to’ make some people fancy that we have retrograded to
the age of witcheraft.  Be it recollected that we shall not have the same
excuse s some of our continental neighbours had for running into fright-
ful errors—for we have their dear-bought experience laid broadly before
us; and to profit duly by it, it only requires a scrutiny by a tribunal,
wholly, if you please, non-medical, such as may be formed within an ]
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hour in this metropolis; nothing short of this will do.  AH, till then, will ‘s . b
y s ‘ . : ont to be decision © wh vinions would be ikely , BA

be vacillation 3 and when thie enemy does come in force, we shall find rcllardcd(‘l:hclh!u::llollil\ l‘i‘l‘?g’lcﬁ ” (r)ie (l)ilkul i: Iw ld be more likely tg be 3
ourselves just as muich at @ loss how to act as our continental ncighbours 51\ y the public than mine are ke 'y 1o b, ) 0
' “ ; - Tany, [ am quite aware, are the professional men of experience now

were on the first appearance of cholera among them; I say after its first g h ! A . N

‘ e B s - - in this ¢ :, who feel w ; In fe
e VBT S B ey | B e ot
what was best to be done,  Small indeed may be the chanee of the present auating ¥y FCIEE : g. lorward :—le

order of things as to quarantines, the separation of persons attacked, &e., :?: cnttretzltt them, Im.\;'eve{,l to cm;s:(llgr the “‘ll_’mt“'\“'lc tOi tl{;’"; s;,'f:[,?‘.’s‘
being changed by anything which I can offer; but, having many years o '(f: 0 f'c cou;mun‘l Y “l argcr,( a "Sc":;(":m'E 't.‘t‘“; Jgt me .0150 em
experience of discase--having had no small share of experience in this sion ‘l‘lmuorw:':rt “"fl “'“tl') ore f{" Yernmen ; Y ‘('1‘51‘ ute “‘f;([l)-c‘%'?‘. 30',‘““15;
discase in particular, and having, perhaps, paid as much attention to all n for the re-consilerution of MCASWICS TOUNLCC on evidence the mos

vague that it is possible to conceive; or, pethaps, I should rather say,

T Sl PR o ;
CERCG R B A e

s . . 1 L.
HE that bas been said about it as any man living, Ushould be wanting - my . . .
1. . . . aaqainst whatever descrves the name of evidence,  Ever fecling should
{; duty towards God and man did fnol'protcst. most loudly, against those hg e ifoed. by professional men, for the public gddtl-y e m%l‘st e
7vs IS regulations, which shall have for their base, an assumption, thut a being run the rrc':tcs{ }-iek of incurrin 'llw dis :lcfllsnrc o lho's"é of our frionds
uki % affected with clioleia can, IN ANY MANNER WUHATEVER, transinit, or who are i:*l '”‘ B(;n 4 of e mg 'i‘lntl \s:e do run some risk is prett 78
‘F’;g: ; communicate, the discase to others, however close or lony continued the i rfro':n lhl(?comlruct of & a\'illc; uenalist (-l((,)é'.ely el wil]hrc ‘“3: b
g&- [ | intercourse may be; beeause such doctrine is totally in opposition o all individual of a paid party, who lu{ls threatencd us unbelievers in gene-
1. the fair or solid evidence now before the public ;--because it is calculated, rallv-exploded doctrines Yith u fate nothing short of that which over- 4
M in numberless instances, to predispose the constitution to the discasc, by iwiy-ex) AR T 6 &5
3. i - . i - because it i i whehned some of the inhabitants of Tompeit. w
2 M exciting terror equal to that in the case of plague; - because it is teaching Let me nsk why all the documents of importance forwarded to the | By
s ? Es. (:ihr.llstlzl\us to d(: '\\;l.mt Jcws’1::;:}1‘?:‘:3:155’-“_(-:‘1'){;(:};’(: :‘(: {:l‘:{::s'g:)l';m:l:ﬁ. Board of Tealth are not published in the collection just issned 7 Why
N P o o thany |csl u ’O'L(“. I(I:’l loly in_ chare ‘ ’ are those forwarded by the Medical Gentleman sent to Dantzic not 5
'iﬁ : riends and relatives, and the being Ielt SO ym chaize, per m\)s, ol o published.* Why has not an important document forwarded by our %
3 BT feeble and azed hircling (if even such can be got, which I much doubt b . A N i
4 4 o . . Cousul at Riza not been published 7 Above all, why has not allusion ko7
; when terror 15 so held out,) must tend dircctly 1o depress those functions been made in their papers to those cases of PURE P ASNODIC CHOLERA B
! which, from the nature of the discase, 1t shou.ld be onr great cllo;t Iln which have occu‘rrctl in various parts of Eneland within the last ﬁvé zf
s I % +—fing : assed examin : A , i Bl r L A
& I 5"”‘:}.”" '.ﬁ"‘;lly'. bﬁcat"s‘;li“ llr"r” “'“li r:"“‘li’li‘ﬁsf(:o‘"\“‘i';::"(;:l'lo':)rorcl:l(: months, and the details of which has been faithfully transmitied 1o n
L guestion will shew, that all these Bortors & I l) ‘ | &, them. If those cases e inquired into thoroughly and impartially, and i
it E fations which may, with ct_lualjustwc, be ﬂl'l"l?( l(]) ‘]‘.g"c’ to l]w lrcmlt- that several of them be not found to be PERFECTLY 1DENTIC Wwith the ' g&
: S lcnltl fe\c{s "fts‘?mc Ci’“'ft‘:."-‘ts: OTI'U: lhtcol):\ lonj \::)r:l:tt l:o;(r:(’::l?nm ‘;;:’OT]’C“(;“S epidemic cholera of India, of Rnussia, &ec., I hereby promise the public I
: Srappily, 1t 15 not 13L . 0(?,1 i‘ ¢ 5 hicf. for hithert l{;' _ to disclose my name, and to sufter all the ignomy of a person making 4.
I & opinions, pregnant with overwhelming mschici, or hitherto the measures false statements.  1ndeed, T may confidently assure the public, that in at
e acted upon have only affected our commerce and finances to a certan . ' ! o s 5
i . hould be lost, i lor least one case which occurred abouttwo months ago, the opinion of a gen- %
& 4 extent; but it appears to me that not a moment should be lost, 1 order 1 i . i Indi Lwho had investizated the hist ¢ $
i { ont bl ioe and. in order t vent those calamities which tleman who had practiced in India, and who had investigated the hnistory o )
S g 1’3‘:]‘.0.‘1 & pu " 1e 1’{";.‘"0: “;.‘:l’ ":19“ e (t) P{{? oceu lcfl (:l ;‘l‘, have s cén, the symptoms, the identity with those of Asiatic cholera, was not denied. 3
in addition to the effects of the discase Hsel, Ottuired, 88 T8 - ' The establishment of this point is of itself sufficient to overthrow all o
: on the Continent. Let then, T say, a Commission be forthwith ap- : supposition as to the importation of the Jiscase 2]
- | pointed, composed of persons ﬂCCI'Sl-O,lned to l“'mg-h 3\'1der'1c_c 1'“ olhlcr In the case of Richard Martin, whose death occurred at Sunderland )
% i cascs, and who ‘f““. not be likely to give '('lmrc t mnllls: u]c “f ight to “,e about two months ago—in the case of Martin M*Neal, of the 7th Fu- b
authority of any mdlyldunla. Let this be done, and, in the decision, we silcers, which occurred at Hull, on the 11th of August last—in the 5
3 shall be sure to obtain all that human wisdom can arrive at on 50 lmpor- Port GI etailed i ‘nuhlot by D Marshall of that B
5 tant a subicct; and the public cannot hesitate to submit to whatever ma cases at Port Glasgow, as detailed n @ pampaict by -7 & 1 )
g r ‘_sdj%c ’ d P] "lltl b ) 1 ther the Lo ‘l B ‘)i place—as well as several other cases which oceurred throughout the g %\
arttif\\a[r s be proposet. t }"!l then le st;en. N ]m l_elr eF ndon otartl year, and the details of many of which are in possession of the Board of f £
3 ) Ol 1{“;‘ th have 5lcct|dc;l a: wlheg a]s ltdle)' m;:en::a:lil yl.mm'l(:: z:;}'):irlsmrii: it calth—the advocates, ‘par meticr,” of contagion in cholera, have : 2%
; B shall for ever rejoct what may b8 i€ . 85 o A - ee at. Take but a few of the symptoms in one E g
4 I be not shewn that an individual attending another labouring under cholera, not a loop-hole to creep out at. ymi %
g I runs no further risk of being infected than an individual attending an ; ¥
Al . - . . . r 1z
3 3 ague patient does of be‘“g m!le.cmd by this .lﬂil(_‘}‘ disease. “. hat a * gince the above was written, 1 find that this gentleman has adduced the strongest ; "
s I blessing (in case of our being visited by an cpidemic) should this turn proofs passible azainst contagion. !
% i P
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? f of those cases as fuken down b[V the Medical Gentleman in chinge,— care.  Oue of the cases proved fatal, in which the group of symptoius i
i “The body was cold, and covered by a C'“}“'“Y sweat—the k’“tllr{‘ﬂ com- deced characteristic of the Indian or Indo-Russian cholera, was most :
<k pletely sunk—the lips blue, the fuce discoloured—-tongue moist and perfect, and in the mass, the symptoms were as aggravated as they have ;
f very cold—the hands and fect blue, cold, and us if steeped tn water, often been observed to be in India ;—in several, spasms, coldness of the ]
o] like a washerwoman's hand; the extrewities cold to the axille and Ijml.y, and even convulsions, having Leen present., g
i groins, and no pulse discoverable lower; the voice changed, and the To those who have attended to the subject of cholera, nothing can be

W

speech short and laborious.  Tle answered with reluctance, aud in nio-
nosyllables,” This man had the pale dejections, and several other
| symptoms, considered so characteristic of the Asiatic choleras yet no
4 spreading took place from him, nor ever will in similar cases,  With the
exception of the vomiting and purging, there is, in the state of patients
labouring under this form of choleta, a great similarity to the first stage
of the malignant fevers of the Pontine Marshes, and many other places,

more absurd than te hear people say such or such a case cannot be ¢he f
{rue cholera, or the Indian cholera, or the Russian cholera, beeause all
the symptoms ever mentioned are not present: ns if, in the epidemic
cholera of India and other places, even some of the symptoms considered
the most prominent (as spasms, and the disturbance of the stomach and
bowels) were not often absent, and that too in some of the most rapidly
fatal cases 1 1 feel \)crsuadc(l that much injustice is done to a gentleman
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A% . and the paticnt need not bLe one bit the more avoided, Tet this lfc. lately sent to Sunderland, in attributing to him the very ridiculous
5;: % therefore, no small consolation, when we find that, by the oflicial opinion, that because the discase did not spread, it was therefore not
s news of this day, five more deaths have occurred at Sunderland, identical with the Indian cholera. Né person is justified in speaking of
43I Nov. 9, 1831, the cholera of India as a discase su: gineris, and in which a certain
Q_“ I grou|!) of severe symptoms are always present, when evidence, such as
3 i ——— the following is on record :—* On the 22nd instant, when the men had
2 . been duly warned of their danger from not reporting themselves sooner, '
SR LETTER VIL I got into hospital a different description of cases, viz.—men with a '

full pulse, hot skin,” &e. (Dr. Burrell to Dr. Milne, Seroor, 27th of
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It may be inferred, from what I have stated at the close of my letter
of yesterday, thatif a Commission be appointed, 1 look forward to its
being shewn, as clear as the sun at noon (lay, that the most complete
itlusion has existed, and, on the ant of many, still exists, with regard
to the term Indian or Asiatic cholera; for a form of cholera possessing
characters quite peculiar to the disease in that cotntry, and unknown,
till very lately, in other countrics, has ncver existed there. Cholcra,
from a cause as inscrutable, pethaps, as the cause of life itself, has
prevailed there, and in other parts of the world, in its severest forms,
and to a greater extent than previously recorded; but, whether we
speak of the mild form, or of a severe form, procecding or not to the
destrnction of life, the symptoms have everywhere been  preeisely {he
same, In this conntry it has been over and over again remarked, that,
so far back as 1669, the spasmodic cholera prevailed epidemically under
the observation of Dr. Sydenham, who records jt. For many years
after the time of Dr, Cullen, who frequently promulgated opinions
founded on those of some faney author rather than on his own observation,
it was very much the fashion to speak of redundancy of bile, or of acrid
bile, as the cause of the whole train of symptoms in this diseasc; b,
since the attention of medical men has been more particularly drawn to
the subject, practitioners may be found in every town in England who
can inform you that, in severe cases of cholera, they have generally
observed that no bile whatever has appeared till the patient began to get
better.  Abundance of cases of this kind are furnished by the difterent

July, 1818)—¢ But | must tell you that we have, too, cases of common
cholera.”  (Mr. Craw, Scroor--Bengal Report, p. 48)—* The cases
which teminated favourably presented very different symptoms [from the
low form of the disease.] As 1 saw the men immediately after they
were attacked, they came 1o me with a quick full pulse, and in several
instances pain in the head ; there was no sweating.”—* in several cases
bile appeared from the first in considerable quantities in the egesta; and
these were more manageable than those in which no bile was ejected,
although the spasms and vomiting (the most distressing symptoms of
the complaint) were equally violent” (Mr. Campbell, Seroor,—see
Orton, 2ud ed. p. 18)—** In conclusion, I am happy to inform you that,
for the last three days the discase has been evidently on the decline, and,
during that period, most of the cases have assumed a different and much
milder type, and, comparatively, are little dangerous. It approaches
somewhat to fever; the patient complains of severe pain in the legs,
sometimes vomiting a watery fluid, and sometimes Dbile.” (White—
Bengal Reports, p. 68.)

The same gentleman afterwards observes, * The disease continues to
present a milder aspect, and now occurs but rarely: loss of pulse and
coldness are seldom observed.”

On the decline of a particular epidemic, Mr. Alardyce observed many
cases in the 34th regiment, with bilious discharges throughout, (Orton,
Ist Td. 128). Finally, referring to the work of Mr, Orton, a gentleman

who served in India, and who, being a contagionist, will be considered,
I suppose, not bad authority by those who are of his opinion, we find
the following declaration. ~ (p. 26, 1st Ed) DMy own experience
has been very conclusive with regard to the sthenic form of the

medical journals of this year. In fifty-two cases of cholera which
passed under my observation in the year 1828, the abscnce of hile was
almays most remarkable, T made my ebservations with extraoidinary
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disease. 1 have found . very considerable number of cases exhibiting,
singly, or in partial combination, every possible degree, amd almost every
kind of inercased action." - ¢ Very full, hard, and quick pulse, hot skin,
and flushed surface ; evacuations of bile, [you are requested to note this,
reader] both Dy vomiting aud stool, from the commencement of the
attack. And, finally, 1 have seen some of those cases passing into the
low form of the discase.’—* "The inference from these facts is plain, how-
ever opposite these two forms of disease may appear, there is no essential
or general difference between them.”  Aller such authoritics, and what
has elsewhere been shewn, can any cavelling be for one moment permitted
as 1o the cholera in Sunderland not being of the smne nature as that of
India? 1t may be now clearly seen that in India as in Sunderiand, the
same varicty of grades sccurred in the discase. o

In making my communications for the benefit of the public, it is my
wish to spare the feclings of Sir Gilbert Blane; but as hie persists in-
giving as facts often refuted tales of contagion, in order to uphold doc-
trines which lie must observe are tumbling into ruins in all directions, it
becomes necessary that his work of mischicl should mno longer remain
unnoticed, ) ]

Not a single circumstance which he quotes relative to the marchings
and the voyages of the contagion of cholera will bear the slightest exami-
nation ; and yet he has detailed them as if, on his simple assertion, they
were to be received as things proved, and, conscqnunlll}'. as 50 many
points to be held in view when the public are in search of rules wherehy
they may be guided. The examination of his assumed facts for one short
hour, by a competent tribunal, would prove this to be the ease; here it
is impossible to enter upon them all: but let us just refer to his manage-
ment of the question relative to the importation of the discase into the
Mauritius by the ZTopaze frigate, which lie says was not belicved there to
be the case—and why was it not believed 7 Sir Gilbert takes special
care not to tell the public, but they now have the reason from me, at
page 22. '

If a commission be appointed, half an hour will suffice to place before
them, from the medical office in Berkeley-strect, the reports alluded to
from the Mauritius, by which it is made apparent that long before the
arrival of the aforesaid frigate, the disease had shown lts_clf in the Mau-
ritius® What is the public to think of us and our profession, when vagne
statements are daily attempted to be passed as facts, by contagionists
enragés? One mare short reference to Sir Gilbert's facts,—While referving
to the progress of cholera in India, &e. from 1.817, lm_says‘, in 2 note,
¢ it is remarkable enough that while the great oriental epidemic appeared
thus on the castern extremity of the Mediterrancan, the great western
pestilence, the yellow fever was raging in its western extremity, Gibraltar,
Malaga, Barcelona, Leghorn, &c.” Now, it is a histerical fact that, at
Gibraltar, this disease did not appear between 1814 and 1828 —and «!

# 1 am aware that very lately certain munoranda have been refurrcil_to from the surgeon,
but this is merely an expiring effort, andof no avail against the official Report drawn wp.
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Leghorn not since 18011 At Malaga, T believe, it did not prevail since
18141 So we have here a pretty good specimen of the nccuracy of some
of those who undertnke to come forward as guides to the public on an
occasion of great wrgeney and peril. - By some of Sir Gilbert’s abettors,
we are assuved that his * facts are perfectly reconcileable with the hypo-
thesis of the eholera being of an infectious nature.” - A fig for all hypo-
thesis just now ! Let us have something like the old English trial by jury.
May | be allowed to introduce a fresh evidence to the public notice, in
addition to the thousand-and-one whose testimony is already recorded.
He is worthy of belief for two good reasons in particular ; the one because
he still (unable to explain what can never be explained, perhaps), calls
himself a contagionist, and, in the next place, the statements being from
a high oflicial persenage, he could not offer them unless true to his
Government, as hundreds might have it in their power {o contradict them
if not accurate, My witness is not a Doctor, but a Duke—1the Duke de

Mortemar, lately Ambassador from the Irench Court to St. Petersburg, '
who has just published a pamphlet on cholera, a few short extracts from :
which, but those most importaut ones, I shall hiere give. Read them §— Wi
people of all classces, reuJ them over and over againl “An important B

truth seems to be proved by what we shali here relate, which is, that
woods seem to dimmish the Influence of cholera, and that cantons in the
middle of thick woods, and placed in the centre of infected countries,
have altogether escaped the devastating calamity ! "—¢ The island of
Kristofsky, placed in the centre of the populous islands of St. Petersburg,
communicating with cach other by two magnificent bridges, and with the
city by thousands of boats, which carried every day, and particulaily on

Sundays, a great number of people to this charming spot.  The island of
Kiistofsky, we say, was preserved completely from atlacks of the cholera ; ¥
there was not a single person ill of the disease in three villages upon it,"” ey
e continues to state particulars, which, for want of time, cannot be ‘:
here given, and adds—* To what is this salubrity of Kristofsky, inhabited ’E\ﬁ
by the same sort of people as St. Petersburg, to be attributed, fed in the 55
same manner, and following a similar regime,—communicating with each oy

other daily, if it be not to the influence of the superb forest which shel-
ters it 7 The firs, which are magnificent as well as abundant, surround
the houses,”® e notices that the town is low and humid, and that ¢it
is made filthy every Sunday by the great numbers who resort to it, and
who gorge themselves with intoxicating drink.” 1In a third letter I shall
be able to furnish further extracts from this most interesting pamphlet.

In a letter lately inserted in a newspaper, the greatest injustice is done -
to the Board of Health by the comments made on their recommendations .
for the treatment of cholera—it is not true that they have reccommended
specifics, and T must add my fecble voice in full . approbation of all they j
have suggested on' this point. Let the public remark. that they most :

GG

* As these most remarkable circumstances have not appeared in the statements of our .
TRussian medical commisston, we must either presume that the Duke is not cerrect, or that g
those facts lave escaped the notiee of the commission, : i
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judiciously point at the application of dry heat, not baths, which always
greatly distress the patient, and, indeed, have sometimes been observed
(that 13, where the coldness and debility are very great) to accelerate o
fatal issue. Of all the arrangements to which a humane public can direct
their attention, there is nothing so essential as warmth. 1 would, there-
fore, humbly beg to suggest, that funds for the purpose of purchasing
coals for gratuitous issue to the poor should be at once established in all
directions, Too mucly, 1 think, has been said about ventilation and
washing, and too little about this.

November 10th.

LETTER VIII,

Alrcady has the problem of the contagious or non-comtagious nature
of this disease been solved upon our own land ; and as sophistry can no
longer erect impediments to the due distribution of the resources of this
re-eminently humane nation, it is to be hoped that not an hour will be
lost in shaping the arrangements accordingly, What now becomes of
the doctrine of n poison, piercing and rapid as the sun's rays, cmanating
from the bodies oll the sick—nay, from the bodics of those who arc not
sick, but who have been near them or near their houses? In the
occurrences at Newcastle and Sunderland, how has the fifty times
refuted doctrine of the disease spreading from a point in &iwo ways, or in
one way, tallicd with the facts? We were desired to believe that in
India, Persia, &c., ¢ the contagion travelled,” as the expression is, very
slow, because this entity of men's brains was obliged to wend its way
with the march of a regiment, or with the slow caravan: now, however,
when fifty facilities for the most rapid conveyance have been afforded
every hour since its first appearance, it will not put itself one bil out of
its usual course. And then what dangers to the attendants on the sick
to the members of the same family-—to the washerwomen—to the clergy-
men—to the bwiers of the dead-——even to these who passed the door of
the poor sufferer! Well, what of all this has occurred? Why it has
occurred that this doctrine, supported by many who were honest,
but had not duly examined alleged facts, and by others, I regret to say,
whose interests guided their statements—that the absurdity of this
doctrine has now been displayed in the broad light of day, Make
allowance (even in this year of great notoriety for susceptibility to
cholera in the people at large in this country) for insusceptibility on the
part of numbers who came into contact at Sunderland and Neweastle,
with the persons of cholera patients, with their heds, their furniture,
their clothes, &c., yet, if there had ever been the slightest foundation
for the assertions of the contagionists, what numbers ought to have
been contaminated, in all directions over the face of the country, even
within the first few days, considering the wonderful degrece of intercourse
kept up between all parts. DBut we find that, as in Austria and Prussia,
“ la maladic de la terre” is not disposed here to accommodate itself to
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vain speculations.  Now the matter may be reduced to the simple rules
of arithmetic, viz.: if, as “ conlagionists par meticr” say, the poison
from the body of one individual be, in the twinkling of an eye, and iu
more ways (than one, transmitted to the bodics of a certain number who
have Dbeen near him, &e., how many tlmnsan.zls, or tens of thgusnnds,
in every direction, should, in a multiplied series of communications and
transmissions, be now affected ? )

‘Those who haye watched the course of maiters connceted with
cholera in this country, have not failed to perceive, for some time past,
the intent and purport of the assertion so industrionsly ]mt forth—that
the discase mig\\t be introduced by people in perfect health ; and we
have just scen how this ruse has been attempted to be played ofl at
Sunderland, as the history of such matters informs us has heen done
liefore in other instanecs, and public vengeance invoked most Joully and
unjustly upon the heads of guiltless persons the Custom llonjc or
Quarantine Department, for * permitting a breach of regulations ; but
the several pure cases of spasmodic cholera, in many parts of Lngland
besides Sunderland, long before—months l:cl'ore—!.llc arrival of the
ship (us shewn in o former letter) leave no pretence for any supposition
of this kind,

I request that the public may particularly vemark, that, frequently as
those cases have heen cited as” proofs of the absurdity of expecting the
arrival of the discase by a ship, THEIR IDENTITY 1HAS NEVER ONCE
BEEN DISPUTED DY TUOSE MOST ANXIOUS T0 PROVE TIEIR CASE.
No; the poeint has, in common parlance, heen always shirked ; for
whoever shenld doubt it, would only hold himself up to the ridicule
of the profession, and to admit it would be to give up the importation
farce, .

Others have remarked before me that, though a very common, it is
a very erroncous mode of expression, to say of cholera, that i has
travelled 1o sueh or such a place, or has arrived al such or such places,
for it is ¢the cause of the malady which is found to prevail, for a longer
or shorter time, at those diferent points. It cannot be expected that
people should explain such matters, for, with regard to them, our
knowledge scems to be in its infancy, and ‘¢ we want a sense for atoms.
However, as people’s minds are a_good deal occupied wpon the point,
and as many are driven to the idea of contagion in the face even of
evidence, from not being able to make any thing of this casse-téte, the
lest guess will probably be found in the quotation from Dr. Davy, at
page 19, . o

I perecive that the Berlin Gazette is humanely occupicd in recommend-
ing others to profit by the mistakes regarding contagion which occurred
in that country :—* Dr. Sacks, in No. 38 of his Cholera Journal, pub-
lished here, hias again shewn, against Dr. Rush, the fallibility of the
doctrine of contagion, as well as the mischievous impracticability of the
attempts founded on it to arrest the progress of the disorder by cutting oft
the communications. It is to be hoped that the alarm so methodically
excited by scientific and magisterial anthority in the countries to the west
ofus [11] will cease, after the ample experience which we have dearly
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purchased (with some popular tumults), and that the system of incom-
munication will be at once done away with by all enlightcued govern-
ments, after what has passcd among us”—1 am sure, good people,
nobody can yet say whether those calling themselves  scientifie, will
allow ns to profit by your sad experiences but Thelieve that the people of
Sunderland are not to beshut in, but allowed to remove, it they choose,
in spite of silly speenlations.

1t may not be uninteresting to mention here, that therve are no guaran.
tines and no cholvras in Bohemia or Thanover.

LETTER 1X,

Tur following statement from the Duke da Mortemar will be consi-
dered probably, very curious, considerity that, as alreidy stated, he
seems 10 belicve in something like contagion and for no carthly season,
one may suppose, than from his inability to satisfy himsell of the
existence of auother cause—as if it were not suflicient to prove that in
reality the moon is not made of green chieese, but one must prove what it
ismade of!  But, to the quotation—* The conviction now established,
that intercourse with sick produces no increase of danger, should hence-
forth diminish the dread of this calamity (the cholera,) It differs from
the plague in this, that it does not, by its sole appearance, take away all
hope of help, and destray all the ties of family and aflection.  Hence-
forth thosc attacked will not be abandoncd without aid and consola-
tion; and separation or removal to hospital, the source of despair,
will no longer increase the danger.  The sick may in future be attended
without fears for one’s self, or for those with whom we live.””  How de-
lightful is the simplicity of truth! Why, Sir, a morceau like this, and
from an honourable man, let him call himself contagionist or what he
may, is more precious at this moment than Persian turkois or Grecian
gems. Make me an example, men say, of the culprits ¢ who let the
cholera morbus into Sunderland,” concealed in ** susceptible” articles! —
yes, and that we may be on a level in other matters, destroy me some
half dozen witches, too, as we were wont to do of yore. DBut fcl us have
more tidings from Russia to comfort the country of our affections in the
hour of her afiliction, when so much craft and subtlety is on foot to scare
her. Dr. Lefevre, physician to our embassy at St. Petersburg, has
just given 1o the public an account of his observations there during the
epidemic, from which the following extracts are made:—

¢ As far as my practice is concerned. both in the quarter allotted to
me, and also in private houses in diferent parts of the town, I have no
proof whatever that the discase is confagious.

¢ The fiist patient 1 saw was upon the third day of the epidemice, and
upon strict inquiry I could not trace the feast comexion between the
patient, or those who were about her person, with that part of the town
where it first appearcd—a distance of several versts,
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“ As regards the attendants of the sick, in no one instance have |
fonndd them aflfected by the discase, though in many cases they paid the
most assiduous attention, watched day and night by the beds of the
afMicted, and administered to all their wants,

I knew four sisters watch ansiously over o fifih severely attacked
with ¢holera, amd yet receive no injury from their care.

“ Inone case I attended & carpenter in o large room, where there
were at east thirty men, whoall slept on the floor among the shavings ;
and, though it was a severe and fatal case, no other instance occurred
amony his companions,

“ In private practice, among those in casy circumstances, 1 have
kuown the wife attend the husband, the husband the wife, parents their
childzen, children their parents, and in fatal cases, where, from long
altendance and anxicty of mind, we might conceive the influence of
predisposition to operate, in no instance have 1 found the disease commu-
nicated to the attendants.”"—p. 32, 33,

« ‘The present discase has borne throughout the character of an cpide-
mic, and when the proofs advanced in proof of its contagion have been
minutely examined, they have been generally found incorrect; whereas
it is clear and open to every inquirer, that the cholera did not oceur in
imany places which had the greatest intercourse with St. Petersburg at
the height of the malady, and that it broke out in many others which
have been subjected to the strictest quarantine,”-- p. 34.°

Hear all this, Legislators! Boards of Health throughout the conutry,
hear it! Then you will be able to judge how exceedingly frivolous the
idle opinions and reports are which you have obtruded so industriously
upon your notice.

But one more short quotation from Dr, Lefevre, a gentleman certainly
not amony the number of those who stand denounced before the profes-
sional world as unworthy of belief. He says:—* As for many reports
which have been circulated, and which, primd facie, scem to militate
against the statement [communication to attendants, &e.], I have en-
deavonred to pay the most impartial attention to them but I have never
found, upon thorough investigation, that their correctness could be
relied upon : and in many instances I have ascertained them to be de-
signedly false.”— DEs16NEDLY FALSE! Alas! toute gaon trouve dans
Particle Wonuye ; and any body who chooses 1o investigate, as I have
done, ihe history of epidemics, will find that falschoods foul have been
resorted to—shamelessly resorted to by persons having a direct interest
in maintaining certain views, Enough, then, has been said to put
Boards of Health, &ec. on their guard against admitting facts for their
guidance from any quarter whatever, if the purity of the source be not
right well cstablis{lcd. There is too much at stake just now to permit of

* 1t is remarkable enough that Aretars, who lived, according to some authors, ?n the
first contury, yives exactly the same reason which Dr. Lefevie does for the suppressu_)n_of
avine 1 eholera. So true 1tis, that that symptom, considered as one of the chizry steristics
of the Indian cholera, was obscrved in ancient times,
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serving this very necessary prelininary.
One word, and with all due respeet, before closing, on the subjeet off Dr.

James Johuson's  contingent contagion,” which, though occurring in some
discases, and extremely feasible in regard to others, will, it he goes over
the evidence again, 1 am sure, be shown not to apply to cholera, which
is strictly a disease of places, not persons, and can no more be generated
by individuals than ague itself can. I can only say of it, with the phi-

losophic puet, that—
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{;1 § . 310 T . PP attendants 3 all of whom likewise ¢ 1 the di Thi

- L3 our yielding with ill-timed complaisance to any authority without ob- ‘ i escaped the discase. “This man, T
repeat, was the only one attacked, and then under the following circum-

stances,”

Here Mr. 8. relates how this man, having been intoxicated for several
days—was, as u punishment locked up almost naked in a damp room for
two nights, having previously been severely beaten,

From the foregoing facts, and others pretty similar in all parts of the
world where this disease has prevailed, we are, T think, fairly called
upon to discard all special pleading, and to admit that man’s best endea-
vours have not been able o make it communicable by any manner of

N
by
~d

A sceret venom oft means.
Corrupts the air, the water, and the fand.”

A — it ————
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Mr. Searle, an English gentleman, well known for his work on cholera,
has just returned from Wursaw, where he had the charge of the principal
cholera hospital during the epidemic. The statements of this gentleman

respecting contagion, being now publishied, I am indueed from their

LETTER X,
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At a meeting held some days ago by the members of the Royal
Academy of Medicine of Puris, Dr. Londe (President of the French
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high interest to give them here :—
s [ have only to add my most entire conviction that the discase is not

contagious, or, in other words, communicable from oue person to auother
in the ordinary sense of the words—a conviction, which, is founded
not only upon the nature of the disease, but also npon observations
made with reference to the subjeet, during aperiod of no less ghan
fourtecn years.  Facts, however, being descrvedly of more weight "than
mere opinions, 1 beg leave to adduce the following, in the hope of
velieving the minds of the timid from that eroundless alarm, whicl might
otherwise not only interfere with or prevent the proper attendance npon
the sick, but becomes itself’ a pre-disposing or exciting cause of the dis-
case; all parties agrecing that of all the debititating agencies operating
upon the human system, there is no onc which tends to render it so
peculiarly susceptible of discase, and of cholera in particular, than fear.

¢ The facts refeered to are these :—during 1wo months of the period,
that 1 was physician to the principal lospital at Warsaw, devoted to the
reception and treatment of this disease, out of about thirty persons
attached to the hospital, the greater number of them were in constant
attendance upon the sick, which latter were, to the nuwnber of from
thirty to sixty, constantly under treatment § there were, therefore, pa-
tients in every stage of the discase. Several of these attendants, slept
every night in the same apartments with the sick. on the beds which
lLappened to be unoceupicd, with all the windows and doors frequently
closed. These men, too, were further employed in assisting at the dis-
scetion of, aud sewing up of, the bodics of such as were examined,
which were very numerous; cleansing also the dissecting-room, and
burying the dead.  And yet, notwithstanding all this, only one, during
the periotd of two months, was attacked by the discase, and this an
habitual drunkard, under circumstances, which entirely negative con-
tagion, (supposing it to exist), as he had nothing whatever to do with
the persons of the sick, though he occasionally assisted at the interment
of the dead. 1le was merely a subordinate assistant to the apothe-

Medical” Comunission sent to Poland to investivate the nature of the
cholera) stated, with regard to the questions of the origin and commu-
nicability of the discase, that it appearcd by @t (locmne:?t to which he
referred, that 1ste * The cholera did not exist in the Russian corps
which fought at fyanie,” the place where the first battle with the Poles
took place.”  2d. “‘That the two thousand Russian prisoners taken on
that vceasion, and obzerved at Praga for ten days under the most perfect
separation, [dans un isolement complet] did not give a single case of cho-
lera.” 3d. *That the corps [of the Polish army] which was not at Iganie
had more cases of cholera than those which were there.,”  Dr. onde
stated cases of the spontaneous development of the disease in different
individuals - of a French Tady confined to her bed, during two months
previous o hier altack of cholera, of which she died in twenty-two hours
—of a woman of a religious order, who had been confied 10 her bed for
six mouths, and while crossing a balcony, the aspect of which was to the
Vistula, was atlacked with cholera, and died within four hows, Dr.
Loude, among other proofs that the disease was not transmissible, or, as
some prefer calling it, not communicable, stated, *the tmmunity of
)\'uundcd and others mixed with the cholera patients in the hospitals; the
immunity of medical men, of attendants, of inspectors, and of the fami-
lics of the different employes attached to the service of cholera patients ;
the example of a porter, who died of the disease, without his wife or
children, who slept in the same bed with him, having been attacked ; the
example of three women aitacked (two of whom died, and one recovered)
and the children at their breasts, one of six months, and the other two of'
twelve, not contracting the disease.”

At a subsequent meeting of the Academy, a letter from Dr. Gaymard
one of the Commission to St. Petersburg, was read, in which it was,
stated, while referring to the comparative mortality at different points
there, that, « The cause of this enormons difference was, that the author-
ties wished to isolate the sick—{Observe this well reader]--and even send
them ont of ihe city ; now the hospital is on a steep mountain, and, to
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in regard to this discase; and all that F-h'()lll(l he dem:}nde:l is, that lh.(eir
opinions may not for one moment be suffered to ontweigh, on an occasion
of vital importance, the great mass of evidence now on record quite in
nccordance with that just stated. Oue g(:nllomnnof unquestionable respec-
tability gives as a veason (scemingly his very strongest) for a change of
opinion, that he has been credibly informed that when the cholera broke
out on one side of the street in a certain wllag'c in Russi, a medical man
had a barier put up by which the communieation with the other ‘Tsule
was cut off, andl the disease thus, happily, prevented from extending, Now,

get to it, the carriages were obliged to take a long cirenit through a sandy
road, which oceupied an honr at leasty and if we wld to the exposure to
the air, the fatigue of this removal, and the sime whicl elapsed alter the
invasion of the disease, the deplorable state of the atient on his mrival,
and the great mortality may be accounted for,”

“The progress of the disease was the same as in other places; it was
at the moment when it arrived at its heizht, and when, consequently, the
greatest intercourse {Observe reader!] took place with the sick, that the
{1 number of attacks wondetfully dimished all ut once (font ¢ coup), and
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X . . . . X . i ull exte appearance of isease on one side of .
; without any appreciable canse,  The points of the city most distant from admitting to the full extent the appe """,“I’ of the ;l"l’f“ ¢ ot | :
3 e e, ) ) s : Yl w the village only—a thing by the way hitherto as_little proved as many (4
; cach other were invaded.  Numbers of families crowded [entasscs) who A & - &

others on the contagion side of the question—still, it' there be any one

had given aid to cholera patients, remained free from the discase, while . . . .
A given ¢ o T . thingr more striking than another, in the history of the progress of cholera,

persons isolated in high and healthy situations [nswally healthy meant of

e

par iy sy.

=T

B s

¥t I . it is this verv cire . opposite rows of houses, or of barracks, or Bk
I course] were attacked. 1t especially attacked the poorer classes, and those it is this ‘"."l.'“""""f!s'f'"‘c ol‘;ch[\]f frce. while the discase razed in the 2
2 given to spirituous liquors.  Scarcely twenty persons in easy eireumstances l"‘l"““r"” Oll ‘1.nles (; N:“r!();rl of h’lrrit"l’lliug or rostriction of interconrse. Y
LN if were attacked, and even the greater part of these had deviated from a others, awd without any s arric  for the evid lenty of >
. R regular system.,” If people choose to take the trouble to look for the evi ]encc,1p c;r 7K 3
& N : ; low 1 ide t how this famous ;
5 : . . R ' - . isider for one moment h ]
oMl | The inferences drawn, according to a medical journal, from the whole snel is recorded, Now just consider | v 1l it ¥ e
b I f Dr. Gavmard's ¢ fation. Russian story stands ¢ had the barricading begun carly, the matter woulc
g b of Dr, Gaymard's communication, arc— s \ s h Fale botter: but this man of rood intentions %
N “1, That the system of s adopted in Russin, did have stood an exmnination a little better; but this manof g _
I3 . H ¢ system of sanatory measures, adopted in Russia, did not . . . . £l ]
1 any where stop the diseasc never thought of his barriers till the one-sided progress o ltmlusea!se
it 1 . * "
i " - . . . . anife ] m:—and then consider how the
;- 2. That without entering on the question as to the advantages to be had been "':""ﬂ‘s'de"f!‘ff:']'l’ Ii)mtt\,:-g::f] :;Igih L ows before those barricrs were
derived from a moral influence arising out of sanatory cordons, placed communication hiad existec be Y

round a vast state like France, these measures are to be regarded as use-
less in the interior, in towns, and round houses,

“ 3. That nothing has been able to obstruct the progressive advance of
the disease in a dircetion from India westward.

** 4, That the formation of temporary hospitals, and domiciliary succour,
are the only measures which can alleviate this great scourge.”

A letter from Dr. Gaymard to Dr. Keraudren was read at the meeting
of the Academy, in which it was stated, that in an Hospital at Moscow,
in which Dr. Delauny was employed from the mouth of December, 1830,
to the end of December, 1831, 587 cholera patients, and 860 cases of
other discases, were treated —* Not one of the latter was attacked with
cholera, although the hospital consists of one building, the coridors com-
municating with each other, and the same linen serving indiscriminately
for all. The attendants did not prove to be more liable to attacks. The
relatives were suffered to visit their friends in hospital, and this step pro-
duced the best impression on the populace, who remained calm, They
can establish at Moscow, that there was not the smallest analogy between
the cholera and the plague which ravaged that city in the reign of
Catharine.”  Dr. Gaymard declares, that, having gone to Russia without
preconceived ideas on the subject, “ he is convinced that interior quar-
rantines, and the isolation of houses and of sick in towns, has heen
accompanied by disastrous consequences,” Is there yet enough of evi-
dence to shew that this disease is positively ot to be made communicable
from the sick ?

Houour still be to those of the profession who, from conscientions and

put up, and how impossible it was, 1|n10§s by a ﬁlg of soldiers, to have
debarred all communication :—let all this be considered, and probably
the case will stand at its true value, which is, if 1 may take' the liberty
of saying so,—just nothing at all. 'Lct us bear in mind the circumstance
already quoted” from the Fast India records,—of one company of the
14th Regiment, at the extreme end of a barrack, escaping_the discase,
almost wholly, while it raged in the other nine; and this without a
barrier too, But such circumstances are by no means of rare occurrence
in other diseases arising from deteriorated atmosphere.  Mr. Wilson, a
naval surgeon, has shewn how yellow fever has prevailed on one side of
a ship, and 1 have had pointed out to me, by a person who lived near it
for thirty years, a spot on this our earth where ague attacks only those
inhabiting the houses in one particular line, and without any difference
as to elevation or other appreciable cause, except that the sun’s rays do
not impinge equally on hoth ranges in the morning and evening.

The advancement of the cause of truth has, no doubt, suffered some
check in this conntry, by the announcement that another gentleman of
great respectability (Mr. Orton) finds his beliet as to non-contagion in
cholera a good deal shaken : but we find that thischange hiasnot arisen from
further personal knowledge of the disease, and if it be from any repre-
sentations regarding oceurrences in Lurope, connected with cholera, we
have seen how, from almost all quarters, the evidence lies quite on the
side of his first opinions. Whatever the change may be owing to, we
should contintie, as in other eases, not to giv(} an undue preference even
to opinions coming from him, to well authenticated facts—facts, among

; he s

0 honorable motives, have changed from nou-contagionists to contagionists , %
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which some particularly strong are still furnished by himself, evenin the
second edition of his book :—* It must be admitted that, in a vast
number of instances in India, those persons [medical men and attendunts)
have suffered ne more from the complaint than it they had been attending
so many wonnded mene  This is a tuct which, however embarrassing to
the medieal inquirer, [for our part we cannot see the embarrassment] is
highly consolatory in a practical point of view, both to him and 1o all
whose close interconrse with the sick is imperatively required"—(p, 316)
— We are theretore foreed to the conclusion, however, nt varianee with
the common laws of contagion, that in this discase,—at least in Indin,
the most intimate intercourse with the sick is not, in general, productive
of more infection than the average quantity throughout the community,”
(p. 326). Let us contrast the statements in the following parugraphs :—
 Tor in all its Jong and varicus courses, it may be traced fiom place to
place, and has never, us far as our information extends, slnrtv:‘ up al
distant periods of time and space, leaving any considerable intervening
tracts of country untouched,” (p. 320)—** All attemps to trace the
cpidemic to its origin at a point, appears 10 have failed, and to have
shewn that it had not oune, but varous local sources in the level wnl
alluvial, the marshy and jungly tract of country which forms the delta of
the Ganges, and extends from thence to the Burraumpaoster.  (p. 329)
Now let ns observe what follows regarding the patticular regularity in
the progress of the discase, as just mentioned :—* Another instance of
irregularity in its course, even in those provinees where it appears to have
been most regular, is stated [now pray observe] in its having skipped
from Verdoopatly to a villaze near Palamacolta, leaving a distance of
sixty miles at first unaffected.” (p. 332)11—This is not the way to obtain
proselytes I presume. :

The situation of our medical brethren at Sunderland is most perplex-
ing, and demands the kindest consideration on the part of the country
at large; but let nothing which has occurred disturh the harmony so
essentinl to the general welfare of that place, should their combined
efforts be hereafter required on any occasion of public calamity, In
truth both parties may be said to be right—the one in stating that the
disease in question is fndiun cholcra, because the symptoms are precisely
similar-—the other that it is not Indian cholera, because it exists in
Sunderland, and without having been imported—IN NEITHER COUNTRY
IS IT COMMUNICABLE FROM ONE PERSON TO ANOTHER, as is now
plainly shown upon evidence of a nature which will bear any investiga-
tion; and if blame, en account of injury to commerce, be fairly attri-
butable to amy, it is to those who, all the world over, pronounced
this disease, on grounds the most untenable, a disease of a contagious
or communicable nature. Let the Sunderland Board of Health not

imagine that their situation is new, for similar odium has fallen on the
Jirst who told the plain truth, in other instances—at Tortosa, a few years
ago, the first physician who announced the appearance of the yellow fever,
was, according to different writers, stoned fo death; and at Barcclona,
in 1821, a similar fate had well nigh occurred to Dr, Bahi, one of the
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most eminent men there—we need not, I presume, fear that a scene of
this kind will take place in this country,—though the cries of “no
cholera1” and * down with Ogden!” have been heard.

One word us to observations regarding the necedlessness of  dis-
cussing the contagion question : the truth is, that the cleanliness and
comfort of the people excepted, you can no more make other arrange-
ments with propricty, till this point be settled, than a General can near
the enemy by whom he is threatened, till it be ascertained whether that
cnemy be cavalry or infantry. . _

My objcct in these letters is not to obirnde opinions upon the public,
being wcfll aware that they cimot be so well entitled as those of many
others, to attention; but I wish to place hefore the publie, for their
consideration, a collection of facts which I thiuk are likely to be of no
small importance at a moment like the present, In addition to the many
authoritics referred to in the foregoing pages, 1 would beg to call the
mblic attention to a paper in the Windsor Express of the 12th November,
y Dr. Fergusson, Tnspector General of Hospitals, a gentleman of great
expericnee, and who has given the coup de grace to the opinion of con-
tagion in cholera.  Indecd the opinion now secms to be virtually aban-
doned; for, as to quarantine on our ships from Sunderland, it is, perhaps,
a thing that cannot he avoided, if the main consideration be the expe-
dicncy of the case, until an arrangement between leading nations takes
place. ~ We have scen, in regard 10 Austria, how the “matter st.an.ds,
and our ships from every port in the country would be refused admission
into forcign ports, if we did not subjeet those from Sunderland to

quaranting ; which state of things, iL1s ||0pcd, will now be soon put an
end to,

FINITS.

Nichols and Sons, Printeis,
Crinbourn-atrect, Lewcesterssiuiie.
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