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+ 2, "To examine the state of the children on their admission into tho school,
and make a record of the same, and to give the requisite dircctions to the
superintendent for their classification and trecatment.

3. To give directions from time to time as to the diet, classification, and
treatment of the sick children, and to make suggestions with reference to
the children in general.

To vaccinate such of the children as may require vaccination.

. To report in writing to the managers any defect in the diet, drainage, ven-

tilation, warmth, or other arrangements of the school, or any cxcess in

the number of the inmates, whether in the school generally, or in any

fharticular ward, which he may deem fo be detrimental to the health of
e inmates.

6. To report in writing to the managers any defects which he may observe in
the arrangements of the Infirmary, and in the performance of their duties
by the nurses of the sick.

7. To make a return to the managers, at each ordinary meeting, in a book
prepared according to the Form (B.) and to insert therein the particulars
required by such form to be inserted by the Medical Officer, and to enter
in such return the death of every child who shall die in the school,
together with the apparent cause thereof.

8. To enter in the commencement of such book, aceording to the Form marked
(C.) the proper dietary for the sick in the school in so many different
scales as he shall deem expedient.

9. To give to the managers, when required, any reasonable information
respecting the case of any pauper who is or has been under his care; to
make any such written report relative to any sickness prevalent among
the children under his care, as the Managers or Commissioners may
require of him ; and to attend any meeting of the District Board when
requested by them to do so.

-10. To give a certificate respecting children whom it is proposed to apprentice.

~ 11. In keeping the book preseribed by this Order, to employ, so far as is
practicable, the terms used or recommended in the regulations and
statistical nosology issued by the Registrar-General, and also to show
when the visit or attendance made or given was made or given by any
person employed by himself.

EXPLANATION OF TERMS.

- Art. 225. Whenever the word “ Overseer” is used in this Order, it shall be
taken to include any person acting, or legally bound to act in the discharge of
any of the duties usually performed by Overseers of the Poor, so far as such
duties are referred to in this Order.

Art. 226. 'Whenever the word * Commissioners”’ is used in this Order, it shall
be taken to mean the Poor Law Commissioners.

Art. 227. Whenever the word * medicines” is used in this order, it shall be
taken to include all medical and surgical appliances; whenever the words
“ medical attendance” are used in this Order, they shall be taken fo include
surgical attendance ; and whenever the words ““ medical relief” are used in this
Ordegaltlhey_ shall be taken to include relief by surgical as well as medical
attendance.

© Art. 228. Whenever the words “ Medical Officer” are used in this Order,
they shall be taken to include any person duly licensed as a medical man, who
may have contracted or agreed with any Guardians for the supply of medicines,
or for medical attendance.

‘Art. 232. Whenever in describing any person or party, matter or thing, the
word importing the singular number or the masculine gender only is used in
this Order, the same shall be taken to include, and shall be applied to, several
persons or parties as well as one person or party, and females as well as males,
and several matters or things as well as one matter or thing, respectively, unless
there be something in the subject or context repugnant to such construction.

Art, 233, “‘Whenever in this Order any Article is referred to by its number, the

o

Article of this Order bearing that number shall be taken to be signified thereby.

EXTRACTS FROM THE OFFICIAL CIRCULARS OF .THE
POOR LAW BOARD. |

MEDICAL RELIEF TO POOR PERSONS.

MEepicAL RELIEF TO A PERSON NOT IN THE RECEIPT OF OTHER RELIEF.

1. The Commissioners think the Medical Officer is bound to attend upon any
person whom the Guardians, or other authority competent to give relief, may
deem to want and be properly entitled to receive relief at the cost of the Union.
The Commissioners do not understand this power to order medical relief to be
limited to parties already in the receipt of other relief.

1t is immaterial as regards constituting a person a pauper what may be the
description of relief which may be ordered him, whether it be food or money or
medicine, if it be furnished at the cost of the poor rates. It is the appli-
cation of the person to be relieved, coupled with the fact of relief being granted,
which renders a person a pauper.

The obligation upon those who have the administration of relief to supply
necessary medical assistance to a person labouring under dangerous illness, though
such person may not have received, or stood in need of relief previous to his
illness, is established by the decision in R. ». Warren, Russ. and R., Cr. cases 48,

The Commissioners need not say that care should be taken not to inflict an
injury on the medical men by improper orders, in addition to the injustice of
causing such attendance to be paid for from the poor rates. August 9, 1842.

Mzepicar ReLIEF To AN Apre-Bopiep PErsoN, EARNING FroM 9s. 1o 12,
PER WEEK, HAVING WIFE OoR CHILD ILL; oOR Anie-Bopmep Persox
wHO 18 A MeMBER OF A Sick CLuB, AND ENTITLED TO RECEIVE 10s,
A WEEK, AS BeEp Pay, 1s ENTITLED To MepIcaL REerier.

9. The Commissioners can only point out that if a person is able to provide
himself and family with food, lodging, and clothing, while they are in health,
but is unable in case of sickness to provide medical aid, is entitled to receive medical
rvelief at the charge of the poor rates. Although he does not apply for any other
sort of relief, he has not the less claim to that kind of relief which he actually
stands in need of. Hay, 1845. ' .

Mepicar Rerier puriNG CHILDBIRTH To WIVES OF ABLE-BopiEp PERsoNs.

3. The Commissioners are of opinion it is impossible to regulate this matter by
general rule. The Guardians and Relieving Officers must exercise their dis-
cretion in individual cases. The urgency of the case may outweigh all
considerations of how many children the man has. The difficulty of such cases
is inherent in all detailed administrations of a poor law, whatever may be the
gystem persued, or the constitution of the authorities to whom the discretion to
give the order is entrusted. Dee. 21, 1844.

Meprcar. Renier.—CoxsTrUcTION OF AwmTIcLES 16 AND 17 OF THE

GextraL Meprcan Rerier ORDER. |
4. The Commissioners took into consideration a letteraddressed to them by the
Clerk of the Chipping Norton Union, inquiring whether it is intended by these
articles, that separate tickets should be made out for the wives of aged and
infirm persons, and persons permanently sick or disabled, or whether the ticket
of the husband will be sufficicnt to authorize attendance on the wife—the wife
not being a “person actually receiving relief”’—iwhen the Commissioners directed

the following answer to be given thereto :—

“The Commissioners wish to observe that it does not follow that because all
relief to a wife or child is chargeable to the husband, the wife or child, therefore,
is not also receiving relief. The former is often chargeable only constructively ;
the words actually receiving relief,” were used in the Order, in opposition to any
guch constructive chargeability.

¢ The Conunissioners consider that the parties actually sick or infirm, and
actually relieved, should be placed on the list required by the Order. dpril 26,
1842, | .
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ONXE APPLICATION OF THE TERM ¢ Apre-Boprep.”!

5. Poor persons who have frequent ailments, who are ruptured, and are generally
of weak constitutions, while they may bein the reeeipt of full wages, must be dealt
with as able-bodied persons, as relief is not given by the statute of Eliz. to such
as have an ordinary and daily trade of life to get their living by. April, 1848,

MEDICAL RELIEF TO PERSONS POSSESSED OF SMALL
PROPERTIES.

To A PERSON POSSESSED OF A Cow AxD HEIFER.

6. The Commissioners are of opinion that, as a general principle, persons

ssessed of property cannot be considered as proper objects for relief, not being
in that destitute condition which constitutes the title to relief; cases may,
however, oceur in which persons may have an interest in property, and yet, being
incapable of labour, may be without the means necessary for their support.
In such cases it is for the Board of Guardians to exercise their discretion as to
giving relief. The question is, whether the property possessed by a person in
cuch oase is available for the supply of the wants which such person applics to
the Guardians to relieve; and of this the Guardians must judge according to the
circumstances of the case. They, however, cannot compe the pauper to scll the
cow and heifer, although they mightrefuse to afford relief. But, in a case where
the person is notoriously without the means of maintaining himself or herself,
and is unwilling to dispose of the property, the Commissioners think that the
Guardians might incur a serious responsibility by refusing relief, supposing the
necessities of such person to be urgent, until the property were disposed of.
August, 1845.

To A PERSON POSSESSED OF PROPERTY.

7. As regards the question, whether the Guardians should refuse relief to the
pauper alluded to by you, until he has disposed of his freehold property, I am to
state that, as a general rule, persons possessed of property cannot be considered
as coming within the class of destitute persons, for whose benefit and relicf the
poor rate is provided. In some cases, however, it may be that the possession of
property, from the incumbrances or charges to which it may be subject, is an
actual disadvantage to the owner; in others, that the benefit derived is very
snconsiderable. In those cases where owners of property may apply for relief,
having no means of support derived from other sources, the Commissioners are
not prepared to advise the Guardians to refuse relief to such persons, except upon
the condition that they should dispose of their interest in the property.

In some instances it might be proper to require this. The difficulty of dis-
criminating between cases in which it might be proper to grant, and those in
which it would be right to withold relicf, is, no doubt, considerable. The Com-
missioners would only observe, that it appears to them that rclief in the
Workhouse would be the least objectionable mode in which relief could be
granted in doubtful cases of this description, as it affords the surcst guarantec
that the persons receiving the relief are in the condition which alone constitutes

a title to relief. March 4, 1843.
RpLIEF To PERSONS POSSESSED OF FREEHOLD CoTTAGES.

8. Tt rests with the Guardians of the Union to determine whether the parties
in possession of the freehold cottages are proper objects for relief. Certainly, as
a general rule, persons possessed of property cannot be cosidered as coming
within the class of destitute persons, for whose benefit the poor rate is provided.
TIn some cases, however, it may he that such property, from the incumbrances
and charges to which it may be subject, is an actual disadvantage to the owner;
in others, that the benefit derived from it is very inconsiderable. It will be
necessary for the Guardians to discriminate between the different cases, and to
decide in each according to the circumstances, whether they will refuse relief
altogether, or grant it either absolutcly, or upon condition that the applicant
shall dispose of his property. August 21, 1851.

AssisTaxT OVERSEER GAVE AN OrDER FoR MEpicAL RELIEF TO THE Sicx
Wore or AN ABLE-Boprep Max wno RENTs A House orF £10 A-YEAR,
KEEPS Two (OWS, AND IS IN CONSTANT WAGES AT 10D. PER DAY.

9. Ttis the duty of the Medical Officer to attend cases such as that alluded to

by youif so directed by the Board of Guardians, or by the Overseer, or of Relieving
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Officers. The Board of Guardians are, however, the judges of the destitution of
the person, and if satisfied that he is not in a condition to need medical relief at
the expense of the ratepayers, the Guardians may, and ought to direct the
Medical Officer not to attend the person on their account. JMay 8, 1846.

LIABILITY OF RELATIVES TO FURNISH RELIEF.

RerLer 1o FATHER AND DAUGHTER SEPARATELY, THEY LIVING TOGETHER.

10. Relief to a child, after such child has attained the age of sixteen, is not
relief to the father, under 4 & 5 Wm. 4, c. 76, sec. 56, though the father is still
ander a legal obligation to support his daughter if he is of sufficient ability to
do so (43 Eliz. c. 2, sec. 7); consequently, the destitution of the daughter in
the present case being altogether distinet from the destitution of the father, the
Board think that their applications for relief were properly considered by the
Guardians as independent applications, and that the charge of such relief should,
in each of the two cases, be kept distinct from the other. January 25, 1850.

LiaBiLity or FATHER UNDER 43 Eriz. ¢ 2, 8. 7, TO MAINTAIN HIS
DAUGHTER WITH AN ILLEGITIMATE CHILD.

11. The Board presume that during the short period immediately preceding
and succeeding the delivery of her child, a woman may be considered to be an
impotent person, or one not able to work, within the meaning of the 43 Eliz.
¢. 2, see. 7, so that an order might be obtained upon the parent for her mainte-
nance during that time: but, when she recovered from the confinement con-
sequent upon her delivery, so as to be no longer unable to work, her case would
not be within the above cited Statute. The father of the woman would not be
17ia111§5160 pay any money for the maintenance of her illegitimate child. December

, .

PaRENTS.—LIABILITY TO MAINTAIN CHILDREN ABOVE THE
AGr: or SIXTEEN.

12. The 56th sec. of the 4 & 5 Wm. 4, c. 76, merely provides that relief
given to children under sixteen years of age shall be considered as given to their
parents ; but it does not otherwise affect, in any way, the liabilities of parents
in respect of their children’s support. Indeed, the proviso to that section ex-
pressly guards against it being construed to interfere with the enactments of the
43 Eliz. c. 2, in this behalf. If, therefore, a parent neglects to maintain any. of
his children, who may be above the age of sixteen years, and may be unable to
work, the provisions of the 43 Eliz. e. 2, may be resorted to, supposing the
parent to be of sufficient ability fo maintain such child. Moreover, in such a
case, proceedings might be taken against the parent, under the 3rd sec. of the
Vagrant Act (5 Geo. 4, c. 83), if the child, in consequence of the parent’s neg-
lect, becomes chargeable to the parish, assuming that such child is a part of the
parent’s family at the time, and be one whom such parent is, by the Statute of
Elizabeth, bound to maintain. If it be found (as your letters appears to indicate)
that it is becoming a practice in the Kingsclere Union for parents, able and liable
to maintain their children, to take advantage of the exemption which they may
erroneously suppose the 56th sec. of the 4th & 5th Wm. 4, ¢. 76, confers upon
them, it is a question for the grave consideration of the Guardians, whether it
would not be advisable to take proceedings, either under the 43 Eliz. ¢. 2, or
under the 5 Geo. 4, ¢. 83, in some selected case or cases, with the view of making
an example, and showing practically that the parent’s liability for the support of
his child under the limitation already pointed out, is not limited in law to the
age of sixteen years. Alarch 13, 1848.

WHETHER FATHER LIABLE FOR RELIEF GIVEN TO ABLE-BoprED
Sox, AGED 16.

13. Relief given to the son cannot, in this instance, be considered as relief to
the father, inasmuch as the son is 16 years of age; the former, therefcre, is not
Jisble for the cost of the relief in question (see 4 and 5 Wm. 4, c. 76, sec. 56).
Neither can an order of maintenance be, in this instance, obtained against the
father, inasmuch as the pauper in question being able to work, does not come
within the 7th sec. of the 43 Eliz. c. 2 (sce Rex. ». Gully), Bott, 366. The
Board have to add, that the pauper being able-bodied is within the Prohibitory
Order, and, consequently, eannot be relieved out of the Workhouse. #ay17,1849.
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‘Rewuter To A PERSON AGED TWENTY-TWO, LIVING WITH HER FATIHER,

- 14. As the pauper is above the age of sixtecn, she is to be regarded for the
purposes-of rclief as not forming part of her father's family; and her appli-
cation should, therefore, be dealt with as an independent application, and as
made on her own account (sce. 56, 4 & 3 Wm. 4, cap. 76). The Board do not,
however, sce any sufficient reason to regard the provision above-cited, as inter-
fering with the liability created by 43 Eliz. cap. 2, see. 7, and 59 Geo. 3, cap. 12,
sec. 26, upon parents to maintain their children, or asin any way altering the
conditions or circumstances under which the liability could be enforced. On the
contrary, it will be seen that the concluding proviso to the 56th scc. expressly
preserves the statutory liabilities of parents in respect of the support of their
children. There is nothing in the language of 43 Eliz. cap. 2, sec. 7, and 59
Geo. 3, cap. 12, sec. 26, to limit the liability of the parent to the case where the
child is actually resident with the parent. However, the question will arise in
each case, whether the parent has the requisite ability to maintain, for the
statutes make that a necessary condition to the making of the order by the
justices. If, therefore, in such a case as you have put, the father is practicably
unable to support his child of the age of sixteen years, the Board do not see what
remedy the parish could have against him; for the same question would arise in
a proceeding against the father under the Vagrant Act, 5 Geo. 4, cap. 83, sec. 3;
the ability to maintain on the part of the head of the family being in like manner
necessary to be shown in order to constitute the omission to maintain an offence.
February 18, 1848,

RELIEF To A MAN WHOSE WIFE Is IN THE RECEIPT OoF Goob Earnves.

15. The Board are not aware that the Guardians have any legal remedy
available whereby they can compel the man’s wife to contribute towards his
support. They think that, the man being destitute, the Guardians would not be
sustified in discharging him from the Workhouse, on the ground that his wife
'}Jas an independent income, so long as she refuses to contribute any portion of
it towards his support. May 11, 1855.

NON-LIABILITY OF A WIFE TO MAINTAIN HER Huspaxp Axp Crivp.

16. A wife is not iable to be proceeded against under the Vagrant Act for
refusing or neglecting to maintain her husband, inasmuch 2s she is not under
any logal obligation to support him. So also as regards the child, the legal obli-
gafion to maintain it attaches to the husband as the head of the family, and the
wife cannot therefore be proceeded against for the desertion. June 20, 1844.

RELATIONS.—AMAINTENANCE OF.

17. In every case in which an order on a person for the support of a relation
is sought to be obtained under the 43 Eliz. ¢. 2, it appears to be necessary to
show that such relation is not only poor, but also unable to work (R. 2. Gulley,
1 Bott) ; but the Commissioners believe that it has never been required that the
state of the pauper should be one of absolute inability to work,—it being always
considered, and acted on in practice, that if the party is not able to work fo the
extent of getting his own living, he comes within the reason and eifect of the
provision. February 9, 1844.

LiaeiLrry of CurrpneNy To MAINTAIN PARENTS.

18. Firstly.—Both of the sons of Richard Liddell are liable to contribute to
the support of their parent, if they are of sufficient ability. The justices can,
therefore, in their discretion, make an order on each of the sons to contribute
such weekly sum, as, in the opinion of the justices, might be his fair proportion
of the charge of maintenance. The order should be several, Sccondly.—The
Commissioners think the most advisable course +will be to summon the parties
upon whom it is sought to make the order of maintenance, fo appear before the
justices. June 6, 1844.

RELATIVES.—ORDERS FOR THE SUPPORT OF.

19. On the first point, the Commissioners desire to remark, that a brother is
not among the relatives enumerated in the statute ; which applies only to fathers,
grandfathers, mothers, grandmothers, and children. Consequently, a brother is
not liable under the statute for the maintenance of his brother. And, accordingly,
this point was so decided in the case of R. 4. Smith (2 Car. and P. £49). With
respect to the second question, the Conumissioners think that a woman whose

33

husband is livin% is not compellable to maintain her father. Having no property
of her own, she herself is clearly not a person “of sufficient ability,” within the
meaning of the statute. And it has been decided, in similar cases, that the
hushand is not liable, on the ground that the statute extends only to natural
relations, and a0t to relations by marriage (Sce R. v. Munden, 1 Bott 447;
R. . Munday, 1 Bott 448.) September 5, 1843, |

SICKNESS OR ACCIDENT TO A YEARLY SERVANT.

20. Sickness does not put an end to the confract of service, but it has been
decided that a master is not bound (in the absence of any agreement to that
effect) to provide medical or surgical assistance for his servant. There may be
cases, therefore, in which persons in service, as agricultural labourers or other-
wise, may be unable to obtain medical aid at their own charge, and destitute of
friends who are able or willing to assist them. In any such case, if application
be made to the Guardians for medical relief, the Commissioners cannot say that the
application should be refused. If the Guardians or other competent authority
order the relief, the Medical Officer is bound to afford it. : .

Servants.—Maintenance of in Sickness.

21. In the absence of any agreement on the subject, a master is not bound to
provide his servant with medical attendance, if the latter fall sick dwring the
period of service. There may be cases in which the earnings of a yearly-hired
servant are so small as to be obviously insufficient to enable him to procure
medical attendance athis own cost. The question, whether the Guardians, in any
particular case, can grant medical relief to a domestic servant, must be deter-
mined upon a consideration of the circumstances of such case,—for example, the
liability of the master under any agreement, or the ability of the servant
himself, to provide or procure medical aid, independently of the parish. This is
a question for the Guardians themselves to decide, upon their knowledge of the
facts, though it may be observed generally, that the circumstance of a person
being in service and earning wages, raises a presumption against the necessity of
his resorting to the parish. June 11, 1844. g . :

Reurer To A YEARLY-HmED SERvANT IN Sickness.

92. In the case of a yearly-hired servant, if he fall sick during that period,
the master is not entitled to put the servant away, or abate his wages. (Dalt. c.
58, p. 141; R.v. Subbrooke, 1 Smith’s Rep. 59.) But though he cannot refuse
to support his servant under such ecircumstances, the master is not bound to pro-
vide his servant with medical attendance or with medicines (see Sellon .
Norman, 4 C. and P. 80. Newby ». Wiltshire, 2 Esp. 739, and other cases).
There may be cases in which the earnings of a yearly-hired servant are so small,
as to be obviously insufficient to enable him to procure medical attendance at his
own cost. The Commissioners, therefore, are not prepared to say that, in every
case of this kind which can be conceived, relief at .the cost of the poor rates
would be improperly afforded. But, as a general rule, the Commissioners do not
think that persons in the situation and circumstances described, can be considered
as proper objects for relief, and such as ought toreceive medical aid at the charge
of the poor rates.  If, however, the Guardians should consider that the circum-
stances were such as to warrant them in providing medical aid to J. B., they are
clearly not liable in law to the demand made upon them by the master for the
cost of his maintenance and the nurse’s charges. March 4, 1845, - '

RELIEF BY WAY OF LOANS.

923. A Surgeonlaid claim for his attendance, which the Guardiansloaned to the
poor, this the Commissioners refused, saying ‘“ that the condition thus annexed
to the grant is not intended for the benefit of the party who may actually. supply
the relief, except so far as it may operate as a test to prevent undue applications.
The Commissioners cannot assume that the Guardians have, in any case, given
orders for medical relief improperly.” Des. 13, 1847.

94. The Commissioners conceive that, in determining whether relief should or
should not be given by way of loan, in any particular case, the Board of
Guardians should bear in mind that they must decide with reference to the man’s
seneral ability to repay the relief advanced to him; and in determining whether he
is capable of refunding the loan, the Guardians should not be guided by any one
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particular circumstance connected with the case, but by a full consideration of all
the circumstances, of which the question of a man’s heing single or married must
obviously form a part only. January 25, 1843.

95. Provided it be understood at the time that the relief is given by way of
loan, it is not necessary, in order to enable the Guardians to recover it, that there
should have been any cngagement, upon the part of the pauper, for its repayment.
(4and 5 Will. IV, c. 76, scc. 58.) 1836.

. Loax 1x Mmwirery Casrs.
~ 96. Medical assistance only forms a part of rclief to the destitute poor, and the
same rules and principles apply to it as those which are applicable to any other
kind of relief. The Board usually recommend the Guardians, as the midwifery
fee allowed to Medical Officers is an extra one, to cause it to be understood that
relief of the nature in question will be granted by way of loan; and that the
repayment of the whole, or of such parts of the fee as the Guardians might
determine, would be rigidly enforced by them, and to direct the Relieving Officer
to notify the fact to every one who may apply to him for an order. JAlay 2, 1856.

CaHILDEMRTH.—MEDICAT RELTEF TO THE WIFE OF A MAN WHO GENERALLY EARNS
: 18s. Er WEEK, BUT IS NOW OUT OF WORK.

97, Relief may be given by way of loan, in which case it is necessary that
the relief be declared to be a loan at the time it is given, and that the pauper be
at the same time so informed. May, 1846.

RELIEF TO THE FAMILIES OF THOSE IN HER
MAJESTY’S SERVICE. '

RELIEF TO THE FAMILY OF A MAN WHO HAS ENTERED THE Arnay.

.- 98. TUnless the authorities of the War Office can interfere under the cireum-
stances to protect the parish by requiring a part of the -husband’s pay tfo be
applied to the maintenance of his family, the Commissioners are not aware that
there is any available remedy. The Commissioners have reason fo believe that
it is not the practice of the War Office so to interfere. The Commissioners
arc advised that the husband is protected by the provisions of the Mutiny Act
from being proceeded against for the offence of deserting his family and suffering
them to become chargeable. If the wife have not the means of supporting
herself and family, the Guardians will do right in giving needful relief.
February 23, 1346.
o ReLIEF TO THE FAMILIES OF MILITIAMEN.

99. The Board are of opinion, that relief should be afforded to the applicants,
if destitute, in like manner as to other destitute persons within the Union. The
Board consider the cases to be within exception 7 to Art. 1 of the General
Prohibitory Order; and it is therefore in the discretion of the Guardians to
orant out-relief if they think it desirable to do so. Every case, however, should
be considered with reference to its particular circumstances, and it is competent
%0 the Guardians, where they see fit, to grant relief only in the Workhouse, or to
‘granit it by way of loan. With regard to the fact that it is voluntary on the
pait of the men to enter the service, the Board desire to point out, that the case
does not differ in this respect from that of men enlisting in the army. The
fnaterial consideration for the Guardians, thercfore, secms to be, whether or not
that pay which a militiaman, while on duty, receives, is sufficient, after providing
for his own wants, and such necessary expenses as the proper discharge of his
public dutics may entail upon him, to support his family. If it e not sufficient,
the Board consider that the Guardians cannot properly refuse, where application
for relief is made by the wife, to grant such relief as the actual necessities of
the family may, in the opinion of the Guardians, render needful. Alay 22, 1854.

MILITIAMEN.—NON-LIABILITY To PUNISHMENT UNDER VAGRANT ACT,

For LEAVING TUEIR FaMILIES CHARGEARLE.

..-30. The Board are of opinion that militiamen are not liable fo punishment
under the Vagrant Act, for neglecting, while they are out on service, to maintain
their families. The Board are further of opinion that the pay of such militiamen
cannot lawfully be stopped in order to be applied towards the maintenance of
their families. The Guardians, however, can grant rclief to the families on
loan, and recover the amount of such loan by process out of the County Court
when the men retwrn from duty, June 29, 1854,
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RELIEr To THE FAMILY OF A SOLDIER WHILE HE IS ON FOREIGN SERVICE.

31. The law docs not supply any means whereby the pay of a soldier can b
attached under the circumstances referred to.  April 141,) 1%55. e

Recovery or Rrrier o FaMiLy or Seamenw.

32, As at present advised, the Commissioners are disposed to think that the
12th section of 7 & 8 Vic. ¢, 112 (the terms of which are very comprehensive),
would prevent the recovery of relief granted to the family of a seaman in his
absence, cither by the proceeding contemplated by sec. 82 of 59 Geo. 3, c. 12,
which applies to the recovery of relief not given on loan, or by the proceeding
under 59th sce. 4 & 56 Wm. 4, c. 76, which is applicable to the recovery of relief
given on loan by the Guardians. The 12th sec. of 7 & 8 Vic. e. 112, provides,
that no assignment which may have been made of wages, nor any attachment
or incumbrance thereon, nor any attachment to be issued from any court what-
ever, shall prevent the payment of wages to any seaman by the master or owner.
The order of the justices, made under sec. 32 of 59 Geo. 3, c. 12, and that made
under 59th section of 4 & 5 Wm. 4, c. 76, is certainly an attachment, or incum-
brance, on the wages of the person to whom, or on whose accounf, or to whose
family, the relief was given. The Commissioners entertain great doubt whether
any remedy for the recovery of relief given on loan, in cases such as you
describe, exists in the County Cowt. But the Guardians may, if an opportunity
occur, obtain the judgment of the judge of that court without much risk or cost.
December 13, 1847.

Duries oF A Mepicar, OFFICER IN BEGARD TO PAUPERS BELONGING
To CLuss.

33. The Board consider that, whenever the Medical Officer receives an order
given by the Guardians or Relieving Officer, he is bound to attend the person fo
whom the order has reference (a person in receipt of 7s. a week from a Club),
without in the first instance entering into a consideration of the question whether
such person ought, in the Officer’s opinion, to be relieved by the Guardians or
not. The Board think it right to add, however, that any information which the
Medical Officer may possess or obtain with regard to the means and resources of
the pauper may very properly be brought by him under the notice of the
Guardians, whose provinee it is to decide as to the destitution of the applicants
for relief. The Board quite admit that the Guardians have no right to employ
you in attending any but poor persons in the sense of the Art. 206, No. 1 of the
General Cons. Order. November 10, 1349.

MEepicat, ReLIEF To PERsoxs wHO ARE 1IN Cruss.

34. A person labouring under dangerous illness, and unable to obtain the
medical assistance he requires, is legally entitled to medical rclief. (R. o.
Warren, R. and Ry., 48, a.) The Commissioners understand by this, however,
that he must be destitute of the means of procuring the necessary medical
assistance. If, therefore, he belongs to a elub, or has made other provisions
through which he can actually obtain medical assistance in cases of urgency,
the Commissioners consider that, when such a case arises, he is not destitute in
the above sense. The Commissioners think that if a man is properly attended
by the surgeon of the works (Club) in that capacity, medical or surgical relief
may be refused by the Union so long as he is entitled fo, and actually obtains,
the assistance of the surgeon. February 13. 1844,

Rener To Mevpers oF Friexory SocierTies.—{Copy of a Minute of
Poor Law Commissioners.)

35. If the applicant has the right to the attendance of a medical man and
medicines, in respect of his belonging to a Friendly Society, this will, of
course, not be one of the wants to be provided for by the Guardians. If he has
not this right the Guardians will give him medical relief in the same manner as
it would be given to any other person unable to provide it for himself.

In the administration of medical relief in this class of cases (members of
Friendly Socicties), the Commissioners recommend to the Guardians that they
should in general give the relief by way of loan, and enforce strict attention to
the recovery of the loan by installments, however small, after the party
relieved has returned to his Iabour.
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" If the system of giving medical relief by way of loan be gradually adopted,
those who find that they will have ultimately to pay for the relief which they

obtain from the poor’s rates, will find it to be so obviously their interes to have

recourse to Medical Clubs or Friendly Socictics, or other similar institutions,
that the Commissioners look forward with confidence to the increase and
prosperity of institutions of this nature, and to the consequent growth of fore-
thought and frugality amongst the labouring classes.

" The Commissioners in their quotation of the Highland Society of Scotland,
say, * but above all, they had the benefit of medical advice without any expense mn
the particular case ; and being thereby induced to make carly application, discase
ewas cut short at once on its first appearance.”  April 4, 1840.

Mepicat. ReLIEF To Nox-ResipeExT Poor.

36. The Guardians are bound to give medical as well as all other relicf which
‘may be nccessary to destitute persons, resident in the Union, whether they
belong to any parish of the Union or not. The fees payable to Medieal Officers
in surgical eases, and cases of midwifery, can only be recovered under a sus-
pended order of removal, or where there is an agreement on the part of such
parish to repay the same. July, 1844.

JusTICE'S POWER TO ORDER MEDICAL RELIEF.

37. The Commissioners think that the 54th sec. of the Poor Law Amendment
Act enables a Justice of the Peace to give an order for medical relicf (only) in
‘any case of sudden and dangerous illness, in which such relief may be requisite,

- whether the Overseers have or have not previously refused to give such relief.

The first proviso in the section clearly refers to the immediately antecedent
clause, requiring Overseers to give relief in cases of sudden and urgent neces-
sity,” and it limits the Justice’s power in such cases to those instances in which
the Overseer refuses or neglects to perform his duty. But the second proviso
‘has reference to a different class of cases, and empowers the Justice to give an
order for medical relief, &c., where any case of sudden and dangerous illness may
require it. Some doubt may possibly arise from the deseription of the order,

- in.the second proviso, as a similar order, but the Commissioners apprehend that

this expression was intended .to indicate merely the character of the order itself,

" and not the occasion for its issuing.

" The Commissioners consider that the phrase similar order’’ has the effect of
requiring that the order for medical relief, under the second proviso, should be,
Tike the order for temporary relief, in articles of necessity, authorized by the first

requiring that the order for medical relief, under the second proviso should be
proviso; that is to say, that it should be made upon the Overseer of the parish,

" by .a Justice of the Peace, in writing, under his hand and seal.
= The Justice, before granting an order for medical relief, need not call upon the

-Overseer to show cause why he refused to give such relief ; although of course,

.-he will be bound to satisfy himself that the case is really one of illness so sudden

and dangerous as to justify his making an order on the Overseer. JAlairch, 1844.
"JUSTICE 'HAS NO LEGAL POWER TO MAKE ANY ORDER UFON A RerLieving
" :’OrFICER FOR' RELIEF IN RESPECT OF ANY PERSOX, WIHETHER A PAUPER
: - OR-OTHERWISE. '
" 28. A Justice may order an Overseer to give relief in cases specified in the
Poor Law Amendment Act (4 & 5 Wm. 4, c. 76, sce. 54). With regard to parishes
" where the poor are still maintained under the 43rd Eliz. ¢. 2, the larger powers
given to Justices over Overseers by the 3rd Wm. & Mary, . 11, and the 9 Geo. 1,
c. 7, still remain. April, 1850,

POWER OF OVERSEERS OR ASSISTANT OVERSEERS TO
GRANT MEDICAL ORDERS.

AssistaxT OVERSEER'S REFUSAL TO GIVE A Meprcar, ORDER.

39, A case of inflammation of the breast had ended in suppuration, and the
matter had found its way through the skin before the medical order could be

procured from the Assistant Overseer.

A case of considerable flooding, producing great weakness and dropsical
- effusion, not only into the collular membrane of the legs, but also into
' the body, before the order for medical relief was given by the Relieving

Officer, the Assistant Overseer having refused to give it.

37

The Poor Law Board are informed that at the time the Assi Sy
refused orders for the Medical Officer’s attendance upon these t?xt\?cl)'l tcz?szgl;s'flfg
circumstances were clearly of a “sudden and urgent” character, and ' that
therefore, in these two instances, you have failed to fulfil the duties of your
office. The Board consider, that an order for the attendance of the Medical
Officer is such relief as an Assistant Overscer may give, under the authority-of
the section referred to; but before you avail yourself of the power which it con-
fers upon you, you will be bound to satisfy yourselfthat the case is really one of
¢ gudden and nrgent necessity,” that is to say, of such pressing exigency as'not
to admit of the delay which might arise in referring to the ordinary source-of
relief, viz., the Board of Guardians or the Relieving Officer. Nov. 20, 1849.

AN OVERSEER CAN ONLY ORDER RELIEF IN CASES OF SUDDEN AND
Urcext NECEssiTY. -

_ 40. Where an Oversecr, in the proper exercise of the duties of his office, does
in any such case give an order for medical relicf, the Medical Officer is bound
to attend the pauper in whose favour it is given. If the case is one of midwifery
then the Medical Officer would be entitled to the proper fee. If the Overseer
had no authority so to interfere, it would not come within the ferms of the con-
tract, though the Medical Officer might perhaps have a personal remedy against
the Overseer who gave him the order. If there is any doubt of the “sudden and
urgent necessity,” the Medical Officer, who is one of the contracting parties, is
bound to clear it up, so as to show that he is entitled to the fee claimed in such
case. 'The Overscers also have an interest in doing so, because, having given an
order, they are apparently liable to the Medical Officer, if he cannot recover the
fee under the contract. July 15, 1848. -

41. Overseers have not the right to inspect Medical Relief Book. .dpri 27, 1852.

ELECTION AND QUALIFICATION OF MEDICAL OFFICERS:’ -.

ELECTION of PAID OFFICERS Not VALID UNLESS A MAJORITY of the GUARDIANS,
PRESENT at the MEETING, VOTE for a CaxDIDATE. S

42. The Clerk of the Pewsey Union forwarded the following extract from the
minutes of a meeting of the Guardians, held on the 21st April, 1856 ;¢ The
clerk reported that he had forwarded to the Poor Law Board an extract from the
minutes of the last meeting of the Guardians relative fo the appointment of Mr.
Carter, as Medical Officer for the Netheravon district; and the clerk read a
letter, duted the 11th instant, received by him from the Poor Law Board, in
which they stated that, by the provisions of Art. 155 of the General Consolidated
Order, it was essential that the majority of the Guardians present at the meeting
at which an officer was appointed should concur in such appointment; and as
it appeared that, although twenty Guardians were present at the mecting on.the
7th imstant, only eight voted for Mr. Carter. Under such circumstancés no
valid appointment of a Medical Officer took place. It was proposed by Mr.
Jenner, seconded by Mr. Martin, and agreed, that the clexk write to the Poor
Law Board, and draw their attention to Note G., annexed to Art. 155" of M.
Glen’s Third Fdition of the Consolidated Order, which Note states, that Guar-
dians present, and not voting, are to be considered as virtually acquiescing in-the
decision of the majority of those who vote (Oldham 2. Wainwright, 2 Buir,
1,017), and ask, if the Poor Law Board still considered that no Valid'appoint:
ment of a Medical Officer took place on the 7th instant. -

_ The Board refer the Guardians to the decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench
in Exparte Eynsham, 12 Ad. & ELL, Now Series, p. 398; and the Q. o Griffiths,
17. & Ad. ElL., New Series, p. 164. According to those decisions, the  Board
think that it must be held that Art. 155 of the General Consolidated Order
requires that a majority of all the Guardians actually present at the meeting should
be given in favour of a candidate before he can be regarded as duly elected ;
consequently, those Guardiens who, although present, do not vote, must never-
theless be counted, with a view of ascertaining the majority of the whole body.
The Board, therefore, adhere to the opinion which they have already expressed,
that no valid appointment of a Medical Officer for the Netheravon Distaict has
yet taken place. Ay 1, 1856.

Quariricatioxn oF MEbpicAn OFFICERS. .

43 We are of opinion that, as far as the question of surgery is concerned,

those persons who have a surgical diploma or degree from a Royal College or
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University in Scotland or Ireland, are (in point of law) as competent to be
appointed and to act as Medical Officers, under the 4 & 5§ Wmn. 4, cap. 76, as
the persons who have the diploma of the Royal College in London.

With respect to pharmacy, the right to practise in England and Wales is con-
fned to those who have the license or certificate of the Apotheearies Company,
and other persons whose rights are saved by the Apothecarics Acts; and in our
opinion, persons having Scotch and Irish medical degrees arc not among such
last-named persons. FuepeErick Porvock,

August 8, 1843. SAMUEL MARTIN,

44. The Commissioners learn that the term “extra-licentiate Physicians” applies
4o licentiates of the College who may practise in any part of England, excepting
the precinct of London. The power of the cxira-licentiafes to practise physic
within the limits specified, is as full and as complete as that possessed by licen-
tiates who may practise within the precincts of London; it appears to the
Commissioners that they come within the meaning of the Medical Order (Art. 3,
No. 1), 7.e., that the license to practise physie, coupled with the diploma of the
Royal College of Surgeons, would confer on the persons possessing them the
legal qualification for Medical Officer in any Union or Parish in England or
Wales, in which the Medical Order is in force, and which is not included in the

recincts of London; .., in the city of London and within seven miles of it.
April 20, 1844.

45. The Senato of the London University have, by the Queen’s Charter of
96th Dec., 1837, the power to confer the degrees of Bachelor of Medicine and
Doctor of Medicine. There appears, therefore, to be no question that persons
holding the diploma of Doctor or Bachelor of Medicine of this University, toge-
ther with a diploma from the London College of Surgeons, are qualified, under
the Commissioners’ Order, Art. 3, paragraph 1, to be a Medical Officer of a
Parish or Union. July, 1842.

46. A person possessing a diploma of the College of Surgeons of Edinburgh,
merely places such person in the position of one who is a member of the Royal
College of Surgeons of London, and does not qualify him to be appointed a
Medioal Officer under the General Medical Order, except under circumstances,
deseribed in Articles 4 and 5 of the order. ZAarch 11, 1844,

47. The full qualification can only be dispensed with under the circumstances
mentioned in Art. 169 of the General Regulations. Art. 170 merely had the
effect of enabling Medical Officers, who were not fully qualified, but who were
permanently appointed before the Regulations were issued, to retain their offices.
February 15, 1855.

QuarirrcaTioN oF MEpICAL SUBSTITUTES.

48. The Commissioner stated that it was not necessary that the substitutes
should have any of the double qualifications required by the order, in the case of
the Medical Officers themselves; it being sufficient that the substitutes should
be legally qualified to practice medicine. February 16, 1843.

MepicaL DUTIES PERFORMED BY ASSISTANT OR APPRENTICE.

49. The Board are not prepared to say that in ordinary cases the Medical
Officer may not employ, under his own superintendence, his assistant or appren-
tice to visit the sick paupers under his care; but they most distinctly point out
that his doing so would not in any degree relieve him from any portion of the
responsibility attaching to the discharge of the duties of his office.

The Board think it incumbent on the Medical Officer to be extremely cautious
with women in childbirth, and they would remark that in such cases, if he
cannot attend himself, he should send his appointed substitute, rather than his
assistant or apprentice. April 4, 1848.

Meaning oF “Dury Quaririep” MEepican PRACTITIONER IN
THE NuisaNcE REmovarL AcT.

50. The term used in the Act 9 and 10 Vic., c. 96, *“duly qualified Medical
Practitioner” is very vague, and has not any definite legal meaning. The
Commissioners believe the law has assigned qualifications to Apothecaries and
Physicians, and to Surgeons within a limited district. The Commissioners are
disposed to think, therefore, that the Legislature must have referred to the persons
who are so qualificd, rather than to persons who have no qualification recognized
by law. September 7, 1847.

39

PERSONS INELIGIBLE TO HOLD THE OFFICE OF :
MEDICAL OFFICER. |
HoMmorATHIST, S e

51. The Pocr Law Board believe that the fTomeeopathic system has not yet been
recognized by any of the constituted medical authorities of the country; and
they therefore would not feel themselves justified in consenting to any arranges
ment by which the sick poor of any district would be confided to the care of @
Medical Officer who adopted that system exclusively. SREEH

A pismissep Poor Law Mepican OFFICER IS INELIGIBELE- "o
conTINUE THE Orrice oF REGisTRAR or BirTus AnD DEATI—IQI.‘?'{

52. A Medical Officer of a Poor Law Union, who being also a Registrar of.
Births and Deaths, being dismissed from his office of Medical Officer by an,
Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, is, in the Registrar-General’s ‘opinion,
clearly incligible to retain the situation of Registrar of a temporary district,
adjoining such Union, it being provided, by Sec. 8 of the Registration Act,
that any person so removed shall “ cease to hold office” under that Act, and be
incapable of re-appointment thercto. Novemder, 1841. L

CoroNER AND MEerpicar OFFICER. i

53. The Commissioners are in the habit of considering the two offices 0B
Coroner and Medical Officer as incompatible; and that they did not think“it
desirable that he should continue to hold both. 2lay 20, 1845. L

PERSONS INELIGIBLE TO ACT AS GUARDIANS. .
A PubLic VACCINATOR INELIGIBLE AS GUARDIAN., ..

54. The Board are of opinion that a medical man who receives payments foi*
the performance of vaccination, under the usual contract entered into with- the.
Board of Guardians of the Union, is to be regarded as receiving ‘‘a fixed salary
or emolument from the poor rate,” so as to be incapable of serving as a Guardian-
in such Union, under sec. 14 of the 5 & 6.Vic., c. 57. The source of the. pay=
ment is the poor rate, the payment is an ‘‘ emolument,” and it appears to the
Board to be a “fixed cmolument,” within the meaning of the Act, as it.is
¢ fixed” in proportion to the service, although not as to the whole amount. “The
principle upon which the disqualification is founded appears to be in eveéry,
respect applicable to the case, the office of Guardian being one which involves the
duty of secing to performance of the duty of the person who contracts to Vacei-
nate, and, consequently, one which enables a Guardian, if so inclined, to give
effect to his partiality to the contractor, to the disadvantage of the public. “Thé
Board consider that the disqualification applies as well to an ex-gfficio as {o an
elected Guardian., 1856. S

MEepicAL OFFICER CANNOT ACT AS AN EX-OFFICIO GUARDIAN. : .}

55. The mere fact of your being a Justice of the Peace for the county does net:
prevent your continuing to hold the office of Medical Officer of the ————
Union. But the Board consider you to be prevented from serving as an ex-officio
Guardian, a Medical Officer being a paid officer engaged in the administration-of
the Poor Laws, within the 14th sec. of the 5 & 6 Vie,, ¢. 57, which appears; to.
the Board to apply to cx-officio as well as to elected Guardians. April 12,
1848. G

BoroucH MAGISTRATES ARE NOT, AS SUCH, EX-oFFicio GGUARDIANS.

56. The Commissioners stated that they had been advised, and were of opinion;
that the magistrates of a corporate town were not entitled to be considered nor to
act as ev-gficio Guardians. By the 88th sec., Poor Law Amendment Act, the
ex-officio Guardians were required to be Justices of the Peace residing in any such
parish and acting for the county, riding, or division in which the same might be
situate. The word “division,” when used in conjunction with county and
riding, as decided by the case of Evans 2. Stephens, 4 T. R. 224, 459, did not
include cities, boroughs, cingue ports, and such jurisdictions. B

With regard to the supposed effect of the definition of the words Justices of
the Peace in the 109th sec., Poor Law Amendment Act, the Commissioners
considered that no authority was afforded by that definition for the construction
in favour of the right of Justices of boroughs or towns (not being counties) to be
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ez-officio Guardians. That section provided that the words * Justice or Justices
of the Peace” should be construcd to ‘include Justices of the Peace of any
county, division of a county, riding, borough, liberty, division of a liberty,
precinet, county of a city, county of a town, cinque port, or town corporate,
wunless where otherwise provided by this Act” If the word ¢ Justices” in the
38th sec. had been used without any limitation or qualification, the Commis-
sioners thought that it might, with reference to the 109th sec., have been
reasonably held to include every specics of justice, and therefore Justices of a
corporate town. But it was ¢ otherwise provided,” in the 38th sce., the Justices
therein referred to being termed * Justices of a division.” It appeared, there-
fore, to the Commissioners that the word “ Justices,” as there used, having a
specific meaning or qualification attached to it, did not include Justices who were
not within the limitations, i.c., who were not * Justices of the division.” Dee.
10, 1841.

LIABILITY FOR ILLEGALLY ACTING AS (GUARDIAN.

57. 5 & 6, Vic., ¢. 57, sec. 14.  And be it enacted, that no person, during the
time for which he may serve or hold the office of Assistant Overscer of any
parish, nor any paid Officer engaged in the administration of the laws for the
relief of the poor, mor any person who, having been a paid Officer, shall have
been dismissed within five years previously from such office, under the pro-
visions of the said recited Act, shall be capable of serving as a Guardian * *
£ * £ * % % #* gndno person receiving any fixed salary or emolument
from the poor rates in any Parish or Union, shall be capable of serving asa
Guardian in such Parish or Union. The Commissioners deem it right to observe
that if any person, to whom the above clause is applicable, shall henceforth
wilfully act as a Guardian, he will render himself liable to the usual penalties
of violating the provisions of a statute. Awugust 2, 1842,

ACCIDENTS ATTENDED BY OTHER THAN THE DISTRICT
Mepicar OFFICER.

58. The Commissioners are of opinion that, in eases of sickness or accident
requiring immediate medical or surgical attendance, and when the services of the
Medical Officer cannot be promptly obtained, the Relieving Officer may employ
any other medical man to attend the case. (Art.20, No. 3, order April 21, 1842.)

They also think that in & case of urgency of this nature, in which, in the absence
of the Medical Officer, another medical man attends without any order, the
Guardians would be justified in paying him for such attendance; provided they
subsequently decide that the person so attended was at the time in a destitute
condition. As to the amount of the charge for the medical attendance in such
a case, that must depend upon the circumstances of each case, and must be
gettled between the medical man and the Guardians, The fees prescribed by
Arts. 10 and 13 of the General Medical Order refer to Medical Officers only.
The Commissioners wish to add, that when a medical man (not being a Medical
Officer) attends a pauper under the circumstances above described, the Relieving
Officer should visit the case as soon as he is made acquainted with it; and the
Medical Officer should be directed to attend the case, and relieve the medical
man who had attended in his absence from the charge of it as soon as practicable.
March 8, 1843.

RELIEF IN cASEs oF EMERGENCY.

59. That if a Medical Officer was sent for to attend a poor person, and he
accepted the case, and treated the person in any way as his patient, and as
being under his care, the Commissioners would not allow the circumstance that
there was no written order from a Relieving Officer, Overseer, or other authority,
to be a justification of neglect of the case by the Medical Officer, or to protect
him from the consequences of such neglect * * * *

The reasons for this construction I stated to be as follows: namely, that if the
Medical Officer makes no objection to attending the case, but proceeds, or promises
to proceed, in the freatment of it, he causes reliance to be placed upon his services
by those who apply for his assistance, and so prevents their obtaining an order

from some competent authority, or from applying for assistance in some other
anarter. April 8, 1842.

41

Mepicar Orricer To ADVISE OVERSEERS OF THEIR DUTY.

60. 'The Medical Officer must give his advice to the Overseers as to persons fully
competent, in cases of urgency, to incur any rcasonable éxpense in providing
lodging as well as other necessaries. April 8, 1842, :

REMUNERATION IN SEVERE SuRrcicAL CASES NOT NAMED IN

THE ORDER.

61. As a general rule, the Medical Officer’s remuneration for his attendance in
all surgical cases not mentioned in Art. 10 of the Medical Order (severe burns),
must be considered as included in his fixed salary. If, however, in any special
case, not mentioned in that article, the Guardians should be of opinion that the
Medical Officer is fairly eniitled to some extra remuneration, the Commissioners
think that the Guardians would be justified in paying the Medical Officer such
additional remunecration as the circumstances of the case might render proper.
January, 1844,

Meprcar Orricer’s Fre wHeEReE Two Mepicar MEN ATTENDED THE PATIENT.

62. The Board are of opinion that the Relieving Officer did not act correctly in
sending the order to the Medical Officer of the district in which the accident
happened, it should have been addressed to the Medical Officer of that district
wherein the man was at the time when the relief was required.  As regards the
fee for reducing the fracture, under the circumstances set forth, it is certainly
not payable to the Distiict Medical Officer who was not called in; neither is.the
Medical Officer who came out of his district entitled, as a matter of right, to the
fee prescribed under the General Consolidated Order, although he is entitled to
reasonable compensation for the service rendered. July 16, 1849. :

FrE FOR A SURGICAL CASE WHICH WAS ATTENDED SUCCESSIVELY BY TWO
Menican, Mex.—To whom Payable.

63. A attended a fractured thigh for 14 days, when he resigned, and B took
charge of the case. The Commissioners think that A is entitled to the entire fee,
and that it cannot be apportioned between the two Officers. The Commissioners
would observe that, in cases of this sort, an arrangement ought to be made by
the Guardians that the former Medical Officer should complete his attendance on
the case, notwithstanding the change of Officers. April 22, 1841. :

RELIEF IN CASE 0F ACCIDENT TO A MAN WHO WAS NOT A PAUPER.—
As to Payment of Expenses of.

64. Tt appeared to the Commissioners that the apprentice who caused the
accident was not liable either to the Guardians or the innkeeper, to whose house
the man was taken, but would only have been liable at the suit of the deceased.

That it was competent to the Medical Officer to order the diet, medicines,
and nurse for the deceased while the necessity was urgent, and until those
things could be supplied by himself and the Relieving Officer, or under the direc-
tion of the Board of Guardians; but that he could not order such things
continuously without authority from the Board of Guardians. Still, supposing
that he did not report the case, if the Guardians did not then disapprove of
his conduct, the Commissioners thought that in a case of such urgency it would
not be desirable to dispute the bill of the innkeeper, merely on the ground of
continuous authority in the Medical Officer. The board of the nurse would
appear to be governed by the like consideration as the diet and medicines of
the deceased, &c., &c. November, 1841.

AsrpuratioN.—As to the Necessity of Obtaining a Certificate prior to
Performing it. Construction of Proviso in Art. 10.

65. The Commissioners do not consider that the proviso in Art. 10, swhich
requires that the Medical Officer shall produce to the Board of Guardians a
certificate, to the effect that it was right and proper that amputation or operation
should be performed, is a condition precedent to the performance of the
operation. July, 1845.

Powers oF Guanpiaxs To SusscriBe To HospiTais.

66. That the Guardians of any Union or Parish may, with the consent of the
Poor Law Board, pay out of the common fund of such Union, or, in the case of
a Parish, out of the funds in the hands of such Guardians any sum of money as
annual subscription towards the support and maintenance of any public
Hospital or Infirmary for the reception of sick, diseased, or wounded persons,
or of persons suffering from any permanent or natural infirmity. (14 & 15-Vict.
cap. 105, sec. 4).
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REMOVAL T0 A ITOSPITAL IMMEDIATELY AFTER SETITING A FRACTURE,
No FrE LEGALLY CLAIMABLE.

67. The Commissioners consider the fee borrowed by Art. 10, is for the
¢sreatment” of the fracture, and there is a proviso, as a condition to the payment,
that the patient shall have required and have received screral attendances after
the operation by the Medical Officer.

The Commissioners desire to state that they would be prepared to acquiesce in
the propriety of the payment of such additional remuneration as mentioned by
the Clerk (£1), under the circumstances described wherever it should be
recommended by the Guardians. February, 1844,

Hosprrars.—Cases Requiring Operations o be sent to.

68. The Commissioners stated that they fully concurred in the view taken by
the Guardians, “ that all cases requiring extraordinary surgical aid should be
sent to the Hospital at the carliest possible opportunity (if the circumstances
of the cases will, in the opinion of the Medical Officer, admit of such removal),
and the Commissioners very much prefer the removal of a patient, whose casc
may require the performance of a_ capital opcration of surgery, to some good
Hospital, to the performance of such an operation in a Workhouse. May, 1842,

REFUSAL OF A PATIEXT TO SUBMIT To AN (PERATION.

69. If any Medical Practitioncr (not the Medical Officer of the Workhouse
where the patient is) can certify that the pauper is not of sound mind, the
Guardians would be justified in authorizing those means to be used which they
are informed can alone save life; on the other hand, if the patient is of sound
mind, he must be allowed to judge for himself. February, 1845.

EXTRA MEDICAL FEES.
Extra MEeprcar Fres.—Where Chargeable.

70. They are in fact payments made in respect of particular paupers, and can
therefore be distinetly allocated ; and they have always been regarded by the
Poor Law Commissioners, as well as by the Board, as relief to the several
paupers ; and consequently chargeable to the same fund as any other relief to
those paupers. They ought, therefore, to be charged to the parish or township;
and to the common fund of the Union, if the pauper be iremovable, under the
9 and 10 Vic., cap. 66; or otherwise chargeable to the common fund, under the
11 and 12 YVic., cap. 110.

ConxpounDd Fracrure.—Definition of.

71. A fracture is called “compound,” when the end or ends of the bone or
bones have penetrated the soft parts, so as to come in contact with the external
air, which alters the whole of the processes set up by nature for the cure of a
simple fracture; giving rise, at the same time, to such degree of constitutional
irritation as usually leads to the death of old people. The case is rather worse,
than better, if the sufferer should have no skin (over the part in consequence of
an ulcer), inasmuch as a tear in the skin can sometimes be induced to unite,
although rarely, and the case be thus reduced to that of a simple fracture, which
T do not apprehend would be the case if muscular and tendinous parts were torn
and exposed by the bone without such usual covering. August, 1845.

DisrocatioN oF Fracture oF Ary.—Definition of.

#9. The Commissioners understand that a dislocation of the arm includes a
dislocation of the elbow, or of the wrist, as well as the shoulder.

A fracture of the arm includes a fracture of the humerus, radius, or alna, but
not a fracture of the scapula, or clavicle. April, 1843.

Fracrore of the Cravicre, or of the AcromioN Scapurz, CoMPOUND
Fracrore of the METACARPAL DBoONES.

73. These accidents do not come within the terms of the General Medical
Order, Art. 10, and the Medical Officer is mot entitled to a special fee under
that order for the treatment of them. July, 1345.

Fracrore of the Lree and the Disrocation of the ANKLE.

74, These accidents entitle the Medical Officer to a fee of £3 for cach, as they
constitute two independent injuries.  Jun. 30, 1849,

43

REe-FRACTURE OF A LIMBE,

75. A Scecond fracture of a limb, after the splints have been removed, arising
from the person getting out of bed, the Commissioners consider does not entitle
the Medical Officer to an extra fee, neither does a second fracture occuring in
the same place in 2 man who has left his house on a walk, if the medical man
had not ccased his attendance for the first fracture.  July, 1845.

FRACTURE OF ONE BoNE or THE AndM, AND A DISLOCATION AT THE
Ersow JoixT OoF THE OrHER BOXNE.

76. The Commissioners arc of opinion that the fracture and the dislocation,
in the case described, are two distinet injurics, for cach of which the Medical
Officer is entitled to be paid the fees preseribed by Art. 10 of the General Medical
Order; viz., £1 in each case. The case is different from a fracture of the same
bone in two places. Adugust 1, 1845.

DousLE AMPUTATION.

m%. The construction which the Board put upon Art. 180 of the General
Consolidated Order, as it affects:the claim of the Medical Officer, is, that it operates
to prevent the payment to him of more than one fee for the amputation which
he performed, assuming that two fees became payable at the same fime, and in
consequence of the same cause or injury. .Apri, 1855.

#8. DisrocaTioN of the PATELLA is not within the cases for which fees are
preseribed by the Order; but the Commissioners are willing to sanction the
allowance of some extra remuneration to the Medical Officer, if the Ghiardians
should wish to make him such an allowance. July, 1845.

T.aTeRAL Disrocatioy of the Kxee Joixt, and an OBriQuE SiMPLE FRACTURE
of the Tipia and Finura.
79. Both injuries being in the same leg, entitle the Medical Officer to be
paid two fees. July, 1845.

FrACTURE OF THE TuicH.—Treatment of.

80. The fee prescribed by Art. 177 is for ¢ treatment™ of a fracture, that is to
say, not only for setting the limb, but also for attendance on the case from the
time the accident happens until the patient recovers. The Board therefore
consider ———— is not entitled to a fee for merely setting the fracture, but the
Guardians may, if they think fit, having first obtained the approval of this Board,
make a reasonable compensation for the sources rendered for setting the limb.
August 30, 1848.

Disrocation of the ANkLE is a DisrocatioN of the Lze.

81. This accident is within the meaning of the Medical Order, and therefore
the fee of £3 ought to be paid to the Medical Officer for the treatment of the
dislocation. Jazn., 1844.

FRrRACTURE OF MALLEOLUS EXTERNUS.

82. The Commissioners are of opinion that a fracture of the malleolus
externus must be considered as a simple fracture of the leg, and that the Medical
Officer would be entitled to the fee of £3 for his attendance in such a case.
July 3, 1843.

Tracrure of the THUME.

83. This accident cannot be considered a fracture of the arm, and does not

legally entitle to the payment of an extra fee for the treatment of it. Jan., 1846.

CoONSULTATIONS.

84. As regards the application you (Mr. Griffin) have made for an order for
three medical men to assist you in the amputation, I am directed to state that
the more regular course under circumstances such as you describe (inability to
perform the operation without assistance), is, that the Medical Officer himself
(where he deems it needful to do so) should obtain any additional professional
aid which may, in his judgment, be necessary ; and, after the operation has been
performed, submit the facts to the Guardians. It then rests with them to
determine whether the case was of such an unusual and exceptional character as
to warrant them in making a special allowance for the assistance so rendered.
Poor Luw Board, Oct. 15, 1867,
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CONSULTATIONS WHEN NECESSARY TO BE PROCURED BY ont Mepicar Orricer
AND CHARGED TO THE GUARDIANS.

85. T am directed by the Poor Law Board to inform the Guardians of the
Weymouth Union that they have given their consideration to Mr. Griflin’s
claim to the sum of £2 2s. for the services which he rendered in the case of the
poor man named B———, of Nottington. The Board have deemed it proper
to communicate with Mr. W the Relieving Officer, and they learn from him
that his attention was first called to this case by Mr. D , & Justice of the
Peace, who told him that Mr. P , the Medical Officer who was then
attending B———, could do no morc for him. That he (Mr. W ) then
went to Mr. P and informed him that if he considered there was any
danger, or that further advice was nccessary, he had better send for another
medical man. It appears that Mr. P , acting upon the authority which he
had reccived from the Relieving Officer, then called to his aid Mr. Griffin,
intimating to him that the Relieving Officer had pledged himself to remuncrate
him for his services. On referring to Art. 219, No. 3, of the Consolidated Order
of the 24th July, 1847, the Guardians wilt observe that it is the duty of the
Relieving Officer “in any case of sickness or accident, requiring relief by
medical attendance, to procure such attendance by giving an order on the District
Medical Officer, or such other means as the urgency of the case may require.”
The Board think that, looking to the duty of the Relieving Officer as prescribed
by this Article, it was competent to him to adopt the course which he pursued.
The Board, therefore, direct me to inform the Guardians that (without expressing
any opinion as to the precise amount of the fee which Mr. Griffin should be paid),
they are of opinion that he is cntitled to be remunerated for the professional
services which, by the authority of the Relieving Officer, acting on behalf of the
Guardians, he was called upon to render in this case.

I am, &ec.,
(Signed) CourTENAY, Secrefary.
January 28, 1857. _—
PARTURITION.

CrruprrTa.—Definition of.

86. The view of the Commissioners is, that whenever pregnancy is so far
advanced that it was possible that the child might have been born alive, then the
delivery of such a case (though still-born) would entitle the Medical Officer to
the nsual fee. A seven-months’ child might have been born alive, and for this
reason the Commissioners think the Medical Officer should be paid the fee. Jan.
6, 1844.

MmowirEry Fre to Persoxs on the PERMANENT PAUPER List.

87. Persons on the list required to be made out by Art. 16, and who shall be
in possession of the ticket required to De given by Art. 17, and shall have caused
such ticket to be eshibited to the Medical Officer, as provided by Ait. 18, are
entitled to medical advice, attendance, and medicines; and the Medical Officer so
attending would, if the case be one of childbirth, be entitled to be paid the usual
midwifery fee.

The order provides that the Medical Officer shail be paid the usual fee for
attendance in childbirth in the case of any woman actually receiving relief {or
whom the Guardians may decide to have been in a destitute condition), under
circumstances of difficulty or danger without any order.

The medical tickets provided for by Arts. 17 and 18 of the General Medical Order
are intended to be given only to aged and infirm persons, or persons permanently
sick or disabled.

The Commissioners are of opinion that, for attendance on the wife of any
pauper in childbirth, a separate order should be given to the Medical Officer. At
the same time, if the wife’s name is inserted in fthe medical ticket, and the
Medical Officer has attended her in childbirth without any further order, the
Commissioners think that, looking to the terms of Art. 18, which provides that
the Medical Officer, on the exhibition to him cf the ticket, and an application
made on behalf of the party to whom the ticket was given, shall be held respon-

sible for affording advice, attendance, and medicine, ¢ in the same manner as if

he had received, in cach case, a special order,” the Medical Officer would be
cntitled to the payment of a fee for his attendance. July, 1644.
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MipwirEry Casrs REquire an OBDER.

88. A Medical Officer is only legally required to attend on paupers, whether
for midwifery cases or for cases of illness, when called upon to do so by a written
or printed order, given by some person competent to grant relief; and if a
Medical Officer’s services are not given in accordance to such a requisition, he has
no legal right to a fee or other special remuneration from the Guardians,
excepting always when attendance has been given on a woman in childbirth,
under circumstances of difficulty or danger, who was actually receiving relief,
or whom the Guardians may subsequently decide to have been at the time in 2

destitute condition. November, 1849,

Mmowirery Case in the WORKIHOUSE.

39, The Commissioners consider the Medical Officer to be entitled to a fee in
every case in which he has been sent for by the Master or the Matron of the
Workhouse to attend 2 woman in the Workhouse, either in or immediately after
childbirth. June 25, 1841.

CiLDBIRTH in the case of a SINGLE WOMAN who refuses to go into the
WORKIOUSE. .
90. Cases of this kind should be carefully watched by the Relieving Officer, as
if the application for medical relief be renewed, or the Guardians or the Relieving
Officer are otherwise aware of the destitution of the applicant at a later period,
when she might be in an unfit state to be removed into the Workhouse, it would
then become the duty of the Relieving Officer to give an order for the attendance
of the Medical Officer at the pauper’s lodgings, and this notwithstanding her
previous refusal of an order of admission to the Workhouse. The second
exception to Art. 1 of the General Prohibitory Order leaves it to the diseretion of
the Guardians to grant relief out of the Workhouse where a person shall require
relief on account of any sickness, &c., affecting such person or any of his family.
March, 1846.

Payest of Mipwirery FrE, where ORDER is given by OVERSEER.—
Medical Tickets how far available.

91. Where the Overseer is legally qualified to make the order, that is, in cases
of sudden and urgent necessity, the Guardians are bound to pay the fee under
Art. 12 of the General Medical Order. But if the Guardians think the Overseer
was not legally authorized to give such order, they may decline to pay the fee,
and the Overseer will then make the payment himself, and include the same in
his accounts, subject to the allowance or disallowance of the item by the
Auditor. October, 1345. —_— '

MIDWIVES.

EypLoYMENT to ATTEND PAUPERS.

92. The Commissioners, moreover, se¢ NO ohjection to the employment of
midwives in cases of ordinary labours, provided that the persons employed in that
capacity be competent to discharge properly the duty which they undertake. ‘To
ensure this, as far as practicable, they should Dbe selected with care; and the
Guardians would do well to ascertain from the Medical Officers of the respective
districts whether they are aware of any objection to the particular person

“proposed to be employed. The Guardians should impress upon the midwives,

who may be employed by them, that the Medical Officer is to be called in in all
cases of emergency. With respect to the Guardians paying fees to their Surgeons
for instructing and qualifying midwives to attend the wives of paupers, the Com-
missioners are not aware of any provision of the law which will authorize them
in saying that such fees can be legally paid out of the poor rates. May 8, 1846.

Mmwives.
93. As regards the expense of widwives employed to deliver persons in the

Workhouse, the Commissioners are of opinion that the cost would be properly
placed to the cost of the parish liable for the maintenance of the pauper.

March 10, 1843.

MEDICAL RECOMMENDATIONS, COMMONLY CALLED « ORDERS.”
Duries oF GUARDIANS AND RELIEVING OFFICERS IN RELGARD TO.

94. The word  ordered,” inserted in the last column of the Medical Officer’s
cortificate, is not to be taken as absolutely imperative, either upon the Relieving
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% Officer or the Guardians, but is to be regarded as & recommendation, expressive Board of Guardians; he is g0, but it does not follow that the Guardians have the i
%‘t of the Medical Officer’s sense of what is required; and the certificate is accord- power of disallowing the cost of it. If they rcfusc to repay him, it can be :
i 4 ingly to be attended to in such a way and to such an extent as the Relieving . charged in his accounts, and it ean be disallowed by the Auditor alone. ~Against ‘-
Officer or the Guardians, on their own responsibility, and on their knowledge of this disallowance, morcover (if made), there will be, by Sec. 35 and 36 of 7 and
! | the circumstances of the individual in favour of whom the certificate is given, P 8 Vie., ¢. 101, an appeal to the Court of Queen’s Bench or the Poor Law
¢! may deem to be actually necessary. If the word “ordered ” in the_certificate Commissioners. November 28, 1844,
i 4. were to be taken in any other sense than that now pointed out, it would have the Tonr A ReLieviNe OFFICER OR A BoARD OF GUARDIANS TO REFUSE TO COMPLY
g effect of constituting the Medical Officer the absolute judge, not only of thekind AVITIL THE RECOMMENDATION oF A MEDICAL MAN IS, ON THE PART OF EITHER,
Hh, Og ieilsief to be afforded, ]:11111" ﬂéslo of the cal)f;gijg C{:f e lmttiientt(t,oﬂll)méide (11‘; out TO INCUR A VERY CONSIDERABLE RESPONSIBILITY. |
: o own resources, without leaving cven this latter question 1 €, uardians, 98. The benefit of any doubt ought always to be given to the pauper, and in k
i n;'- in whom the discretion of giving or withholding relict of every kind is vested by all ordinary cases the nogrishmcnt should bg furnished at once. Inqtliilj’r can be !
: 4 law. Of course it becomes them, in the exercise of this discretion, to be very made afterwards e
3; guarded, and to caution the Relieving Officer also to be on his guard if any case N heth ", be desirabl for this di +on. in th . |14
gl chould occur in which, acting on a sense of duty, they may deem it right to IS o“]f, “33 ot 1er it be esIrab o to transfer this diseretion, 1n the matter of relief, Qi
L disregard cither wholly or in part the Medical Officer’s certificatc, as this would om tfle.h oard of Guardians to the Medical Officer, without any control on the il
involve a serious Tesponsibility, and could only be justificd by a knowledge that ; Iim‘t_(i the fgﬁmer, the Commissioners do not fe$1 called upon to decide. The HilB
the circumstances of the individual were really such as to make the particular egislature only can authorize such a change. November 28, 1844. 1l
! relief certified as being necessary by the Medical Officer improper to be given af MepicaL Orpers ror Dier To THE P0OR. Hile
? the cost of the Umion. The foregoing observations will, the Board believe, 99, The Uxbridge Board of Guardians resolved that when the Medical Officer it
e afford a sufficient answer to the question as to the legal powers of the Guardians order any articles of diet for persons whom they are attending, by direction of
e and the Relieving Officer in the case referred to; and with respect to the last * the Board, such order signed by the Medical Officer is to be immediately complied I
it question, the Board consider that if in any instance the Relieving Officer should, with, and the Relieving Officer will explain to the tradespeople of the different i
: ] i from his knowledge of the circumstances of the parties, deem it to be his duty parishes, that articles supplied or such orders will be paid for by the Board,
A not to carry the directions of the Medical Officer into full effect, he ought, with until they receive notice from him to discontinue doing so. November 28, 1844.
A the least possible delay, to report the same to the Board of Guardians, together with ’ ’_
Al his reasons for so acting, in order that they may decide whether he has exercised ALzowANCE oF Berr axp Wine To THE AGED IxdaTsS OF A WORKHOUSE. R
s F;? 1 a sound discretion in the matter, and give dircctions accordingly. March 22, 100. The Board consider that the Medical Officer certainly cannot order beer K '§
i 1850. and \ﬁine, as extrai, to any og the w%khouse nﬁnmates, whether aged or infirm, g
AR B« or otherwise, merely as comforts. e can only prescribe them as medicines, or :
A OzpERS 01;]'3 MepicAL OFFICER OUGHT TO DE LITERALLY CO:EPI‘IED WITH BY as things specifically required for health. If t%e Medical Officer is of opinion
e _ THE RELIEVING OFFICER UNTIL NEST MEETING OF THE GrUARDIANS. that any persons from extreme age or chronic disease require to have such extras,
il 1.90- The Commissioners stated, that the Relieving Officer ought to have com- as those referred to above, the Board would not object to the Medical Officer
AR plied lterally with the recommendation of the Medical Officer until the next giving a general direction, quarterly, or for any other convenient period in
il fin meeting of the Board of Guardians, and that he ought not to have substituted respect of the particular paupers whom he may name; but if he were enabled to
132 ﬁer artldcil:s a:;i the rti%iieist of the pauper, though he might have added them at give a general order for the supply of these or any other articles to an entire
OWT (1SCTELOoN, . “lass of the inmates, such as the aged and infirm, he would have the power of
. Rermvie OFFrcer’s Doty I REcamp To MEDICAT ORDERS. fﬁml();}iShiéljg a djeifiu*y for ;helxgzgkhouse, and thus supersede both the Board and
I uardians. g ust .
i 96. A Medical Officer is not empowered to order, anthoritatively, the supply of ¢ Truartims e é’ W
18 food or articles of diet to any sick pauper under his care, though he may certify MOKING IN A Y ORKHOUSE.
et 1o the Relieving Officer what particular necessaries he considers the pauper to 101. By Art. 121, no pauper shall smoke in any room of the workhouse except
EILUEE: require. The Relieving Officer, on receiving such a certificate, will act upon it by the special direction of the Medical Officer. They desive fo point out,
AREEE as he may deem right. He is directed by the General Consolidated Order, Art. however, that if the deprivation of smoking tobacco be likely to be injurious fo

the health of any inmate, itis open to the Medical Officer to direct the use of
tobaceo in any particular case. DBut such direction must be entered in the
Workhouse Medical Relief Book as an extra allowance, rendered necessary by
the state of the pauper’s health. November, 1851.

1 215, No. 15, in every case of a poor person receiving Medical Relief, to supply,
until the next meeting of the Guardians, such relief (not being in money) as the
: case on his own view, “or on the certificate of the District Medical Officer,” may
3 seem to require. 'The opinion expressed by the Medical Officer in such certificate

marked by him as one of sudden and urgent necessity, where taken to an
Overseer, he would, to say the least, be fully justified in obeying it; indeed, if
the party were destitute, he would he hound to do so. Tt may be said that he is
Lound by the Commissioners’ Regulations to report the relief afforded to the

104. The Commissioners are disposed to consider that any ingredient kept by
druggists, and not forming part of the ordinary consumption of the Work-
house, nor included in the common domestic stores, should, strictly speaking, be

} ;
; k i : Wﬂ]. be entitled t? the greatestweight, ]JOﬂl W.lﬂlﬂle Re]ieving_ Ofﬁcer and w1th t_he AJ.’PLL'LNCES NOT INCLUDED IN MEDICA.L OONTRAGIS.
] 1’ " Board ogisGuar_dlaqs ; and no doul;tfthe _Rehe‘_“ﬂg_ Ofﬁ%;.r.wﬂlhgepe:a]lg]gx?‘ ‘j:}ie 102. The Commissioners are of opinion that cotton-wool and calico arenot such
i 5(1} wise discretion in a;tmg ﬁ]ils conformity hmth lti" 2 m he Infervals oi i articles as & medical man would farnish to a private patient. They arenotin the
i1 nardians’ meetings, he refuses to furnish the food or other necessaries 80 torms “medical and surgical appliances” in the General Order of the Com-
i ;i recommended by the Medical Officer, he will do so on his own }'eSPODSIbﬂltYr missioners on “duties of Officers,” and, therefore, that they should be furnished
‘E 3 and he must be fully prepared to justify the refusal. June 22, 1850. at the expense of the Union. May 6, 1844.
E OvERSEER’S DUTY IN CASES OF URGENT NECESSITY. ' Breap For POULTICES.
H 5;“ 97. The Overseers are bound, under the provisions of Sec. 54 of the Poor Law 103. The Commissioners desire to state that as bread for poultices is not
flis Amendment Act, to give, I cases of sudden and urgent necessity, such supplied by medical men to private patients, and as in fact 2 household article,
% | temporary relief as each case shall require, m articles of absolute necessity, but they are of opinion that it does not come within the meaning of the words
§ 1 not in money, and whether the applicant for relicf De settled in the parish where t medical and surgical appliances,” as used in the Medical Order;, and that NN
gl he shall apply for relief or not. it ought therefore to be supplied by the Relieving Officer.  June 10, 1844, .
A If the vecommendation of a Medical Officer for articles of food, in a case . LIxSEED POULTICES. ‘
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nmished by the Medieal Qfficor; and linseed meghisp bably. of this deseyiption.
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add atmiein s o poigieveDRG ek iGLUBS.y morvirtitoar nldug & vl e
s705: e Comissionory! thifderhiat, whefv thd: Medical Officer' iy bormd -to:
FarivishiThe! medital A surgicalabi ances, The: i bound"to" fixishi 16eckies, ‘dy’
AlimewAtin g aeschiption ¢ bugtthe  Metlical QM dup mitst bxeireise his ot
Giscraon ws't) the casdd'in avhich levehds avéroqnititel; andthe’ Comimissioneis
tﬁrﬁkltﬁgt’tﬁe*mpaeﬂaofﬁ&éﬁg 8¢ Hoiid tg furnish Jobohes; oi-ariy partisilal
sirgichl appliinies;of Thedleinein ‘e Sgarwhich kragnetiregulintyuhdbr hid' ddré!

The Comitiesidoratare? iepforetofe spimibiiothiat: the Mediodl Officer isvas
justified in his refusel to supply Jgoches in the case in guestions My 1544

sris o3 mhCONTBYANOE :0% MEBICINES,TO (Srext PAUPERS..d 7 1]

51067 he T General Medjcal : Orderissiied: by~ the: Commiissioneéra:- does- giot.
dowtairi Ay regnlation on the subjectréforved-to;: anid:the: Commissioners are ‘of
opinion that the Mcdidal Officers ave not boundj-under the provision of that ordery
to forward to the residences of the sick paupers under their care the medicines
Resribedior thort by such Meflical Officeis. If thie'pdpets'are ablé to'gd théms.
selves for the medicines, or'¢an‘send for théni‘by any member of their family, or
other- &vaildble-means,> they : may: be reasongbly.expected: to-do-s0) . The Com-
missioners dlso believe “that in -general:. the- :Medical <Officers, .co-opezate; in;
forwarding7the medicine -to::the -paupers,.in 8o far-.as the meang. of:sending
medicines- in: theiz - general ;practice -may. be. available :for, the like .purpose . as
régards their paupér. patients, without incurring: additional expense. . Butif the
paupers-themselves are unsble to go, or send for the medicine, and if: the Medical
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Officer:: Gt forward,them .withount. employing:‘a special messenger. for the

wurpose, it thew bécomes the duty of the Relieving - Officer, under the direction
of the-Board of Guardians, to.provide for: the duie.conveyance of the medicine-to
thie paupers ;; as.in no case must the latter be left without the medicine preseribed
forthem by.the Medical  Officer.- .The ;subject is.one of detail, depending on.
local - and:: temporéry - circumstances, which- ought in  general to- be regulated
aceordingito:the: discretion of: the. Boatd: of Giardians, when.any, difficulty; arises:
0&@5?’-:103}1845;-:’?{ T Y R PP F AL R
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1Comm1s‘51‘oqjers, preseribes as; part-of the duties. of the Medical, Officer that he

shall supply the requisite medicines to His pauper patients;” The Board are of
opinion that he cannot be held to do this unless he supplies the medicines i siic
a stetscautocilfmitrof theirrbéing:conveyed torthe patientss andyif the ddtter
aze; msable. o send a botfle or. yessel, in which lquid medicine, may,be pit the
sroviding g baftle for, the. prirposg rests with fhe Medical Offieer, unless e s
Seme gpecial provision on ihe subject in Bis, confract, ; The bottles, dfighty 1f
furnished by the Medical Officer, in any case, fo,be preseryed, and restored to Kim
I)’y,jcﬁ.epauyt;r pahenj:s.ﬁtjﬁq)ttg?,,ISiS‘,”J, Ai I;urw,f 1,!
z:SvabERyIROT T0.BE:1.EFT WITHOUT' SOME- ONE.TO:ANSIHHR: APPLICATIONS:
ci08 The Cifmwngsidnets think that Sonic oné shonld always besleft in Lha;%e
16 givd andhswer to Kay  perdon ‘who may: dpply-at:the’ suigery:infthetabsende
ijf:ﬁh:’e{‘s’uﬁgéﬁﬁiaﬁ]ﬂg}é%ﬁfeﬁﬁéép STy R EONE e P : i
Mepicar OTFicER oF WORKIOUSE ENTITLED T0 FERS AT - Cotoneity
IXQUESTS. _

109. By the 6 and 7 Wm. %] 486, sec. 8,'it [isienacted that when any inquest
shall be holden omthe ‘hodyrof any: person who hag died inany. public Hospital,
pt, Infirmary, <or, any, building, jor place belonging therounfo, or used for the
Téoeption of the pakients thereof; or who lias. died in any Gonnty or ofper' Tnnatic
A eohitn, of ih 4y, publié Tafirmary, or, othier public medical Lnstitutio, hether
the samp b Supporied by cndovracnts, or by voluntary subscriptions, fhen and
insuch case, nothing herein contained shall be continved to entitle the, Mcdical
Offder whose duty it.may. have heen:to attond . the deceased person as a, Medical
Officer -of: suc] ' AUIC] “hé
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The Cominissioners do not concur in the construction which would extend the
provision to the Medical Officer of & Union ‘Workhouse. -

A Union Workhouse does not appear to be a public Hospital, or Infirmary,
within the meaning of the statute. It appears probable that, in considering
whether a public institution comes within the description of the statute, the
general character and object of such institution should be looked af, and not the
use which is immediately made of it. By the word “Infirmary” is meant a
place established for, and applied to, the reception and medical treatment of
persons infirm through sickness, and to guch persons only. A Workhouse, on
the other hand, is intended for the reception and employment of destitute persons.
Tt is true that persons who are gick, as well as destitute, are admitted, but it is
because they are destitute, and not because they are sick, March, 1846,

Fer ron Evipence AT ComoNER’'S INQUEST IN A WORKHOUSE,

110. Where the Medical Officer’s contract does not require him to -give
evidence at inquests, as one of the duties for the performance of which the
Bﬂlﬂ:ﬁiﬂ the consideration, there is nothing to prevent his receiving the usual
fee allowed by the Coroner in such cases. November 16, 1841,

A Meprcarn, OFFICER NOT ENTITLED TO EXAMINE, ANATOMICALLY, THE BODIES
oF PaurPER INMATES oF A WORKHOUSE.

111. The Commissioners stated that nothing further is required by them in
their order, directing that the Medical Officer of the Union should *ascerfain
and certify the cause of death” in the case of a pauper dying in the Workhouse,
than a statement of what, from apparent circumstances, and such information as
can be obtained from nurses and attendants, may be considered the probable
cause of death. In no case do the Commissioners desire a post-mortem examina-
tion to take place solely for the purpose of satisfying their rule. Excepting by
the direction of a Coroner when holding an inquest, or of the Board of Guardians,
for any special, urgent, and peculiar reason, which they may deem of sufficient
importance to render such an examination necessary, or at the request of the
nearest relatives of the deceased, the Commissioners deem that the Medical Officer
would not be justified in making a post-mortem examination. The Commissioners
have furtherto add, that the Board of Guardians would hardly be justified in direct-
ing in any particular case that a post-mortem examination should take place, if the
nearest relatives of the deceased objected clearly and decidedly to the course;
and the Commissioners need hardly add, that the Guardians would, as far as
circumstances will permit, do well to satisfy themselves of the necessity for
such an examination before they took upon themselves to authorize if.
November 16, 1841,

ADMISSION OF PERSONS UNDER INFECTIOUS DISEASES INTO WoORKHOUSE.

112. If there are the means of separating persons labouring under infectious
diseases, without risk to the other inmates of the establishment, the Board think
that the master should receive such persons into the house. If, on the other
hand, there are no such means of accommodation, and the safety of the inmates
would be endangered by the admission, the Board think that the master would
not be bound to admit infected persons brought with the order of the Relieving
Officer. In any such cases, however, the master should instantly send for the
Relieving Officer or Overseer to see that the case is properly attended to, by
providing some temporary accommodation or lodging as the urgency of the case
may call for. May 3, 1848.

MEDICAL ORDERS.
Dures oF MepicAL OFFICER IN RESPECT OF.

113. 1st.—The Relieving Officer is not bound to visit a pauper before giving a
medical order, although it is expedient that he should visit, and, indeed, is
obligatory upon him to visit such pauper as soon as he can after application for
medical relief, unless such application is refused in the first instance. 2nd.—The
Board consider it compulsory on the Medical Officer to attend to an order given

by a Relieving Officer. 8rd.—The Medical Officer is not legally bound to attend -

to a medical order given by a Relieving Officer of his (the Medical Officer's)
district, except in cases of paupers belonging to townships in the Relieving
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Officer’s’ district, but residing. in the Medical Officer’s district. - 4th. A poor
person requiring medical relief in a case of urgency should, in the event of the

elieving Officer being from home, call upon the Overseers, who have authority,
if the case be urgent, to give a medical order. A Guardian has no such
authority. 5th. A Medieal Officer is mot legally bound to attend a pauper
patient, unless the order calling upon him to do so bewritten or printed, although,
probably, he may not think it expcdient to insist upon such an order in all cases
that may arise.  6th. The Guardians, Overscers, or Relieving Officers, are the
only competent parties to say whether a person is to have medical assistance at
the expense of the poor ratcs; consequently, a District Medical Officer has no
power to compel the Guardians, or the other officers referred to by you, to grant
an order for medical relief under the circumstances stated in your last inquiry.
April, 1849. . .

MasteER AND MaTrRoX’'s DuTy To SEXD For MEDICAL OFFICER.

" 114. Resolved, that in accordance with the advice of the Poor Law Commis-
sioners, the Master and Matron be instructed in future to send a written com-
munication to the Medical Officer, in any dangerous case requiring his immediate
attendance; and that the Master be furnished with a printed check-book for the
purpose. The Commissioners approve of this resolution. June 9, 1843.

Recorp or Visits v MEepicar, Orricers’ Booxs.

_115. If an Apprentice or unqualified Assistant has visited or seen the patient,
and “attendance” is recorded, it must be distinguished from that given by the
Medical Officer himself.

The Medical Officer is bound to visit his patients at their own homes; but
whether the patient is seen at his own home, or attends voluntarily at the
Medical Officer’s house or a station, provided he is seen and examined personally,
attendance may be recorded. Fed. 8, 1844.

Dury oF Mrpicat Orricer To VISIT THE SICK.

" 116. It is the daty of the Medical Officer to attend paupers in sickness at the
éartiest practiceble fime after he shall have been legally required to do so. If,
however, he be unavoidably prevented from attending the pauper at once, and
being in possession of what he may deem sufficient information as to the nature
of the case, he orders some medicine to be taken in the interval previous fo his
ntended visit, the Board think he would act rightly in entering the patient’s
name in the weekly return, although he may not have seen the pauper at the
fime of making such entry. The Medical Officer must, of course, be prepared
to justify any delay which he may suffer to take place in making bis first visit
to the sick pauper. '

The Board are of opinion that, in any long standing case of sickress, whether
the pauper be above or under sixty years of age, the Medical Officer ought
not to discontinue his visits so long as the Guardians give the pauper a ticket
entitling him to permanent medical relief, as the Medical Officer’s attendance is
thereby required for the case while the ticket remains in force. July, 1850.

Visres oF A Mepicar Orricer AT THE PATIENT'S HOUSE.

117. A Medical Officer is bound, if necessary, to visit his patients at their own
homes; and if serious inconvenience is caused to any pauper by coming to the
Medical Officer, the visits should be made. For the Commissioners to prohibit
any attendance, except at the patients’ homes, would be unreasonable and unne-
cessary; but if the Medical Officer refuses or meglects to visit, he must be
prepared to show that he was justified in the particular case. Apri, 1844

RECORD OF ATTENDANCE IN THE Mzpicar Rerrer Boox,

. 118. The Board would point out that what is required is not a daily, but a
weekly signature of his attendance, by the Medical Officer, to each case, with
such a mark under each day as will show whether or not the case has been
attended on that day. .

Coxveyance of Meprcar RETURNS TO THE MEeeTINGS OF THE (FUARDIANS.

119. The General Consolidated Order of the 24th July, 1847, Art. 206, No. 4,
directs, that the District Medical Officer shall make a return to the Guardians at

51

each ordinary meeting in & book prepared according to a form prescribed. - As
the duty of making these returns devolves upon the Medical Officer, in strictness
it rests with him to provide the means for conveying them to and from the place
at which the meetings of the Guardians are held. For this reason it appears
to the Board that any direction by the Guardians to the Relieving Officer to
convey the returns could not be considered as a direction applicable to his office
(within Art. 215, No. 6), which he would be bound to- obey. Ordinarily,
however, the Relieving Officer will ineur very little trouble in bringing with him,
to the weekly meetings of the Guardians, the returns of the Medical Officers.
Tt appears that, hitherto, it has been the practice of the Relieving Officer to
assist in this matter, which has not only been a convenience to the Medical
Officers, but has also been attended by the advantage of insuring regularity in
the delivery of the returns. The Board can only say, that it scems to be so0
reasonable that the Relieving Officers should continue to render this gssistance,
that the Board can scarcely anticipate that they would decline to do so without
any sufficient cause. Afarch 26, 1857. S

PeNALTY FOr ILLEGAL REMOVAL OF PAUPERS.
120, By the fourth clause of 9 and 10 Vie. c. 66, the power -of removing

paupers, in cases where the relief is made necessary by sickness or accident, is
taken away, unless the Justices granting the warrant state in such warrant
that they are satisfied that the sickness or accident will produce permanent

disability.

The object of the clause is to prevent removals in cases of temporary sickness
or accident. It will materially interfere, therefore, with the granting of
suspended orders of removal ; and will, consequently, remove the inducement for
the allowance of non-resident relief in many such cases as those which have
heretofore occurred. The paupers will have to be maintained by the parish
where they are sick. o

This provision will, probably, be found to have some bearing upon those cases
of considerable practical difficulty, which arise in the relief of casualties, and the
charging of the cost of such relief. . .

The Commissioners deem it right to call the attention of the Guardians to the
6th sec., which provides, that “if any officer of any parish or union do,
contrary to law, with intent to cause any poor person to become chargeable to
any parish to which such person was not then chargeable, convey any poor
person out of the parish for which such officer acts, or cause or procure any poor
person to be so conveyed, or give directly or indirectly any money, relief, or
assistance, or afford or procure to be afforded any facility for such conveyance, or

_ make any offer or promise, or use any threat o induce any poor person to depart

from such parish; and if in consequence of such conveyance or departure, any
poor person become chargeable to any parish to which he was not then charge-
able, such officer, on conviction thereof before any two Justices, shall forfeit and
pay, for every such offence, any sum not exceeding five pounds, nor less than
forty shillings.”  September 17, 1846.

RUPTURE NOT IN A GENERAL WAY CONSIDERED A PERMANENT DISABILITY.

121. A tupture, in itself, cannot be said to_create a permanent disability,
though doubtless in some cases it may do so. If it does not prevent a -person
from working, or gaining his own livelihood,-the Board. conceive that it would
not create a permanent disability within the meaning of the 9 and 10 Vie,,
c. 66, sec. 4. January, 1849. , B

CHILDBIRTH NOT A SICKNESS.

122. With regard to pregnancy, the Board apprehend that it will not of itself
constitute & sickness of the kind contemplated by 9 and 10 Vie., c. 63, sec. 4, as
likely to produce permanent disability; but it' may be accompanied by such
ailments as would constitute temporary sickness within. the meaning. of the
clause. If the woman in such a case receives relief, she will be irremovable;
but if the pregnaney, without being accompanied by ailments amounting to
sickness, simply produces destitution (as by incapacitating the woman from her
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ordinary. work), end; she receives relief 'in consequence. of that -destitution,; she
will not be rendered irremovable under the section’ referred -to: | Childbirth, in
ordinary cases, will be a temporary sickness within the enactment. - Deoember

27, 1850- VPO : o
MepicAL RELIEF SUFFICIENT TO AUTHORIZE REMOVAL.,: '

- 193, Motival 7t gnly afforded to an’ spplicant for such relief, and for that
alone; is' such a constructive chargeability as may authorize J ustices to grant

1

orders of emoval. Mdreh, 1843,

: CA.SB PAYMENTS ,’A CHARGE ON THE RESPECTIVE PARISHES,
>124. The payments per case to Medical Union Officers, being clearly relief to
the: particular paupers, should be charged to the respective parishes on whose
acecourit it'is given, in the same way as ordinary relief to the paupers would be

charged. - 1848, -
ARRANGEMENTS RESPECTING MEDICAL RELIEF IN THE Wavraxp UNioN.

125. That the Relieving Officers, at ‘the commencement of each year, shall
geyerally: prepare 2 list of all persons in receipt of permanent relief resident in each

sedical district, and shall deliver such Jist as sconas prepared to the Medical Officer
of such district; and shall, further, from time to time give notice to the Medical
Officer of any alterations which may take place i such list, and that all persons
whosé riameés shall be upon such list for the time being, shall be attended in case
of sickness by the Medical Officer of the district in which they shall be resident,
in. consideration of the fixed salary, without special order. - -

* That ng other person shall receive medical relief, except by order of the Board of
Giiardians, of, of some officer or other person duly authorized by law to order the

saine to be given, | o |
Tn all cases in which such order shall be given by any Officer of the Union or
Parish Officer, the sane must be reported to the Board of Guardians at their
néxt weeklymeeting, as in all other cases of provisional relief, or the person
giving the same will ‘be held to be individually liable for the payment.

"¢ such order shall be then confirmed by the Board, the Medical Officer shall
réceive, for his attendance on the same, the sum of seven. shillings and sixpence,
which sum shall be considered due, and be payable at the close of the quarter in
which the sickness shall have commenced. ‘ s

“Tf, hiswevér; the Board shall ‘not think fit to confirm any provisional order for
miedical: relief, which shall have been duly reported by the person giving the

sifnie, the clerk shall forthwith -give notice thereof to the Medical Officer, who -
shiall ‘in/tht case:be entitled to 2s. 6d. for his past attendance, provided the case
shall* afpéar in the weekly return of casés previously to such notice, bub ot

r
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“That no case of relapse shall ‘be considered: as a: separate case - for: payment, :

unless the case shall have been reported as cured, or as not having again been

seen ot applied -to, be-seen by the, Medical Officer, and. shall continue well,-or .

maks no fresh application for the space of three weeks from the date of such
veporb: worifrnntr oot fudi o isbrooc anoaEimmaTI Tt Tt

T -

LI SRR A P T IR (el T raei e
it *fhs salatich anid ‘payments above-nientionied shall include all journeys,

medicines, and applianées” Wwhatever, except trissés, which shall be provided

wheén nécessary ‘by-the Medical- Officer; and. charged to the Union at cost price.
“Thaf the Medisal Oficer shall, a8 st present, abiend, any. person. belonging to

H Tra e

the, same, terms 4s if such persons were residént, within sich limits. .. .. ...

any Patish in,the Union, and, resident within, one mile of, the. limits:thereof, on ;

AThiat-all: certificatés whick ey b teqitifed By the Bonrd’ of Guardians shall *

be given without fee, except where the Medical Officer may be required to visit
amry-person, b his or her own: Tesiderice - for-that;-purpose;in which case;if no

further order be.made thereon; he shall be-entitled -to-the sameé--fee as:ifzsuch

persori were attended under a provisional order,
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.+ 2Thattho Médivad:Oft corrofs theWoskhinubarbi vequired to gl e Wiy atténdaie
thgré? at!1éakh three timest-in EVéI‘Y’W’éﬁkf’a!t &icHd ihwﬁﬁrg, _i:hg;.'f;f)ﬁbt ‘Yhote than
two.whtole daysshall elapse botweer iy twd 7isits7o0r Af, frobii inyatiayoidable
cause, a greater interval shall so elapse, the same must be regularly repo¥téd by

him to the Board gt its next.weckly meefing. s wiya? variaald
. Resolved—that, subject fo. the approbation of the Poor, Law Copumissioners
fr..'siiil.?gﬁnaf.e};fﬂgﬁ’,‘~!t’h§;.%é,ﬂ‘}', M&f@hi;‘_lsﬁl;s.'thé'.;M,édiéfalsi.(')'ﬂ”lﬁéiﬁ{bg’ et
pirtly By~ a”fixed’ f‘;.'aim'y‘,"bf “whi¢h the amount .shall have reference, to. the:

number of persons in receipt of permanent relief, and ‘partly by a payment per
case, at an uniform rate. The fixed salaries incl’uding that for the W p;khmié)e),

to be, as at Bioseht, ‘an Gstablishiment chatgs) and dpportionBd ds such: the cases
to. be:charged, to., theParish;ito which therpanper belongs,.if ;helonging to. any
Parish in the;Union, or receiving relief from. this Board, on hehalf ;of anyother,
Board. of, Guardians,: or , under, suspended, orders, of removal ;:.otherwise o, the:;

Parish in which ‘such pauper shall be resident, as in other cases;;of perspns.
casually chargeeble, November 20, 1844. BEION BRER.
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::126::A8 by At 78, No. 5, of the! General:Workhouse-Rules, dt: is: made:the)
duty, of the Medical Officer-of the Workhoise-to vaccinate stchof ‘the:childrens
ipthe.Workhouse: as: may require-vaccination; in': the aliseiice :of | dny.express;
contract providing for a specific:payment -to-the ;Medieal: Officer forsvaccination:t
in the Workhouse, he. cannot claim, payment from .the Guardians under r{gi:
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oHEAL OAOR GOUeActTor e AUOAIOH of meh Phibta: SASINK A
wheé-he Vhccitiatéd them, 'heé Was acting it His chatastef of Médical Offigér; Wid”
not in that of public vaccinator. Aprif 17, 1847. AHUTI B0 OF SAS
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... "VACCINATION NOY TO BE, DEEMED, RELIEE: .47 o0AD) derusd

fuat ff,',-'fj-;f-. 2
::127+; The statute 3 and 4 Vie: ¢.'29, does-not: confine the, conitracts for-vaccia

nation to persons.in;receipt of relief from therpoor rates;'and ithe statute 4 amd+5y
Vic. c. 32, expressly enacts that vaccination is not to be deemed relief, the object
of ke *Legislatire Being' to’ promote”vacciniation” gerierally.' > As the* eonifraet,
whiéh'the ‘Guardians ere reguiredto-make’for yacéination; underthe' '8 and 4"
Vic." ¢i729, i3 for the vaccihation '« 'of 4ll ‘persons'régidet’in the Uiich,> {biiy”
certainly open to any persons therein, whether in' thé eondition '6f parpers-or
otherwise, ; to_apply,.to. the, .public ;vaccinator,. . The, Board- presume that the

Guardians of the Wem Union haye adopted the form of contract. for vaccination.
gencrally ised, in Unions, which. provides that payments shall. be riade oply for,,
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On the other hand, the Guardians are bound to protect all the inmates who
may yet be protected from the danger, and the Commissioners see no limit to
the medical, surgical, or other sinatory means which the Guardians may, and.
are bound to employ, provided the means are such as competent judges would
hold to be proper.

Thaus, for more ordinary purposes of cleanliness, there is no question that the
Guar:ll?ans rightly exercise,pwithout express pe?m’lssmn. from the parent, a con-
straint on the persons of the paupers, which if exercised by a stranger would
amount to assault.

Again, as to medical treatment, this is often very painful, is rarely pleasant,
and can scarcely be afforded to the younger paupers without frequent instances
of constraint. %ut there seems to be no reason to doubt that the Guardians would
grossly neglect their duty to the patient, if they waited for a parent’s permis-
cion to administer medicine ; and every medicine operates so far like vaccination,
as it expels one disorder by the introduction of another of & less violent or
dangerous character.

Then as to surgical treatment, there can be as little doubt that the bleeding
or other oPemtiogls involving more personal violence, are as justifisble in the
cases in which they can be beneficially applied, as less violent sanatory precau-
tions.

In-as-far then as the puncturing of the skin and the introduction of vaccine is
a mere precaution against an apprehended disease, not a remedy for an existing
disease, this would appear to constitute no essential distinction from the pre-
ceding cases, even if in other cases the medical and surgical care was never
applied but when disorder had actually made its appearance. For, even in these
cases, medical and surgical treatment 1s as much directed to the prevention or
alleviation of the apprehended progress of a disorder, as to the cure or alleviation
of the disease at its present stage. _

T+ seems to the Commissioners, therefore, that whenever medical men are
agreed that any application is the specific or most proper prevention of any
disorder immediately apprehended, the Guardians are fully justified in law in
applying it; and more especially when the bad consequences of neglect would
extend beyond the pauper to whom the application is proposed to be made; and
that the fact that the consent of parents or of the pauper is wanting, that the
appliance involves personal violence and the introduction of a specific disease,
and that it is purely and exclusively precautionary, as in the case of vaccinafion
when the small-pox is known to be prevalent, makes no difference in the duty
and right of the Guardians in these respects. May 18, 1840.

VACCINATORS.— L HEIR (QUALIFICATIONS.

129. The 3 and .4 Vie. cap. 29, requires that the. Guardians should contract
with-a Medical Officer of thePUni:m, %r a legally qualified Medical Practitioner.
The Poor Law Commissioners have prescribed the qualifications for the Medical
Officer of the Union; but have not professed to define the precise meaning of
the terms “legally qualified Medical Practitioner.” They certainly do not
consider that the person to be appointed as a vaccinator need be qualified in the
same manner as the Medical Officer of the Union. If vaccination be a surgical
operation, any Practitioner who is legally qualified to practice surgery, may be
contracted with by the Guardians, under the statute. If it be a medical
operation, falling within the. office of an Apothecary, the party must be qualified
1o practice as an Apothecary, in his general practice. This is the view taken by
the Péor Law Board on this subject. February 22, 1848, .

" \WriTHHOLDING RELIEF TO THE PARENTS 0F CHILDREN UNVACCINATED,
' : J1LEGAT. - - '

© 130. The Guardians would not be justified in withholding relief from paupers
on this ground, inasmuch as to constifute a valid claim for relief and an obligation
on the authorities to grant all necessary relief, it is only required that the party
applying be destitute and resident within the Union, or casually destitute therein.
The Commissioners think that as so few persons have been vaccinated in the

55

Union diring the gast year, as compared with the number of births, it would be
advisable for the Guardiana to direct the vaccinators, as opportunities may offer
to them, to visit the houses of the humbler classes, where they know there are
unvaccinated children, and e¢ndeavour to obtain the consent of the parents of
such children to their being vaccinated, Marck 7, 1845. | '

Re-vaceoNaTION, IP SUCCESSFUL, TO BE PAID FOR.

131. The Board having regard to the object of the contracts, and of the Act of
Parliament under which they were framed, namely, the ¢ Prevention of Small-
Pox,” the Board consider that it will not be expedient to refuse the fee on
re-vaccination in cases where the Guardians may be satisfied that the re-vaccina-
tion has really taken place, and has been successful. December 23, 1851.

LUNACY.
Vistration oF Lunatic Pavrers BY MEDIcAL OFFICERS.

132, The Board have communicated with the Commissioners in Lunacy with
8 view to ascertain their opinion as fo the construction of the enactment in
question upon this point; and the Board learn that the Commissioners are of
opinion that it was the intention of the Legislature, in that enactment, that the
pauper lunatics who may be inmates of Workhouses, should be visited and
reported upon quarterly ; and that the proper officers to perform this duty are
the Medical Officers of the respective Workhouses. You will observe, however,.
that no fee is provided by the Act to be paid in respect of pauper lunatics in
‘Workhouses, and the Commissioners in Lunaey are of opinion, that the
Legislature made this exception advisedly, it being considered that no such fee
was called for in the case of a Medical Officer of a Workhouse, which he would
in the ordinary course of his duty constantly visit. October 26, 1853.

Fee to Mzeprcar, PracriTioNERS FOR CERTIFICATES IN REGARD TO
Luxatic PAvPERs. ‘

133. The Board are not aware of any rule of law which makes any difference
as to the right of a Medical Practitioner, called in to examine a poor person
alleged to be lunatic, to be paid a proper compensation for his services, whatever
may be the result of that examination. May 11, 1850,

VisrratioN or LuNatic Paupers BY Mrepicarn OFrricers.

134. 1st.—The duty of a Medical Officer, as to visiting and reporting, under
the 16 and 17 Vie,, c. 97, sec. 66, applies only to pauper lunatics. By the term
“pauper lunatic,” is meant every person of unsound mind, and every person
being an idiot, who is maintained by, or chargeable to, any parish, union, or
county. 2nd.—The Board think that patients who have been discharged from
an asylum, as cured, are not to be visited and returned, unless, being chargeable,
there is reason also to believe that they are still labouring under such an un-
soundness of mind, as is contemplated by the Intérpretation Clause, section 132.
3rd.—Idiots, whether adults or children, are to be included in the quarterly
return, made by the Medical Officer, under section 66. December 19, 1853. ’

Dury or Meprcar Orricer To ViSIT QUARTERLY PAUPER LUNATICS.

- 135. It is required that the Medical Officer shall give notice to the Overseer
of every lunatic person, of whose lunacy he shall have Imowledge, so that steps
may be taken to procure his removal to an asylum. If the lunatic be so removed,
no necessity will exist for the Medical Officer’s visiting ; but if, notwithstanding
he has given such notice, the lunatic from any cause be not removed, it will be
his duty to visit such lunatic, in the manner preseribed in the statute. The
Commissioners being aware that there are many pauper lunatics not in an
asylum, or licensed house, have deemed it advisable to point out to the Medical
Officers of Unions the new duties applicable to them in reference to such lunatics,
Upon the provision in the statute, which prohibits the Medical Officer of the
Union from giving the requisite certificate of the insanity of the pauper, the
Commissioners have only to observe that the Legislature has deemed it right to
make this exclusion, and so far as the prohibition extends in the Act, it must be
submifted to. November 10, 1845,
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Dury or Mepicar OFFICER TO GIVE NoTice T0 OVERSEER OF EVERY LUNATIC
oF WHOSE LUNACY HE SHALL HAVE KNOWLEDGE,

136. The terms of the section are, “That every pauper lunatic, chargeadle lo
any parish, who shall not be in an asylum, &c., shall be visited once in overy
three months by the Medical Officer of the parish or union to which such lunatic
shall belong.” "'The Commissioners think it clear that this provision casts upon
you, as Medical Officer, the duty of visiting every pauper lunatic who “ belongs”
to any parish within your district. It is provided in the Interpretation Clause
(section 84) that the word t‘]unatic” shall mean every insane person, and every
person being an idiot or lunatic, or of unsound mind.  The question then arises,
what meaning is to be attached to the word “belong,” as used in the sen-
tence above cited. The Commissioners have had occasion to communicate on
this subject with the Commissioners in Lunacy, who state their views in the
following terms: ‘The Commissioners in Lunacy apprehend that the word
sbelong’ will be satisfied by holding, for the purpose of that the Medical Officer
of the Union within which the pauper resides, and through the Relieving Officer
of which, as the Commissioners assume, the weekly payments are made, is the
proper Medical Officer to visit the pauper.” As the duties imposed by the 55th
section are cast upon you as Medical Officer by the statute, which makes no
provision for any special payment on that account, the Commissioners think that
you are not entitled to any separate fee for the performance of this particular
service; but as this additional labour was not contemplated when your appoint-
ment took place, it may be a matter for consideration by the Guardians, whether

they will deem it right to recommend any increase in your remuneration. Nov.

10, 1845.

RerieviNe OrFFICER, GUARDIAN, OR OVERSEER, TO GIVE Notice To MEDICAL
Orricer oF LuUNATICS.

137. 1st—The Relieving Officer, or the Guardians, or the Overseers, will
doubtless give you the information as to the pauper lunatics who are residing in
your district. 2nd.—No time is specified in the Act for making the return; it
must be made within every three months; and, consequently, it would seem
most convenient that the return should be made at the end of each three months.
3rd.—The Commissioners are not prepared to give any general instruction as to
the meaning of the words *fit to be at large,” as it is incumbent upon the
Medical Officer to make any specific report upon each particular case. But they
observe, that the Legislature appears fo have contemplated that other than
harmless idiots may be fit to be at large, as the term actually used is lunatics,
which includes, according to the Interpretation Clause, insane persors, and persons
of unsound mind, as well as idiots. 4th.—In regard to the lunatic pauper in the
Workhouse, it appears that so far as the Medical Officer is concerned, he must
give notice, in writing, under section 48, to the Relieving Officer of the Union,
in which the parish to which the pauper is chargeable is comprised ; and this
Relieving Officer must take the requisite proceedings under the statutes. Itis
manifest, therefore, that no entry in the Form C, nor any notice to the Master,
will be a compliance with this provision. sth.—The Commissioners consider
that you cannot certify as fo the insanity of any lunatic paupers, who are taken
before the Justices, whether they belong to your own district, or any other
district in the Union, such paupers not being wandering lunaties. 6th.—It does
not appear that there is any restriction upon your certifying as to the insanity of
any wandering lunatic brought before the Justices, under the 49th section,

October, 1845.
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