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COMMISSIONS.

VICTORIA, R.

Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith:

To Our right trusty and right entirely beloved Cousin and Councillor, Hugh Lupus,
Dauke of Westminster, Knight of Our Most Noble Order of the Garter, Chairman, the
Right Reverend Father in God Qur right trusty and well-beloved Councillor, Frederick
Bishop of Loudon, Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor, Anthony John
Mundella, Our trusty and well-beloved Frances Joseph Campbell, Esquire, Doctor of
Laws, Our trusty and well-beloved Thomas Rhodes Armitage, Esquire, Doctor of
Medicine, and Our frusty and well-beloved William Tindal Robertson, Esquire, Doctor
of Medicine; Greeting!

Whereas We have deemed it expedient that a Commission should forthwith issue
to investigate and report upon the condition of the Blind in Our Uniled Kingdom,
the various systems of education of the blind, elementary, technical, and professional,
at home and abroad, and the existing institutions for that purpose, the employ-
ment open to and suitable for the blind, and the means by which education
may be extended so as to increase the number of blind persons qualified for such
employment : -

Now know ye, that We, reposing great trust and confidence in, your knowledge
and ability, have authorised and appointed, and do by these presents authorise and
appoint you the said Hugh Lupus, Duke of Westminster, Frederick Bishop of
London, Anthony John Mundella, ¥rances Joseph OCampbell, Thomas Rhodes
Armitage, and William Tindal Robertson to be Our Commissioners for the purposes
aforesaid :

And for the better effecting the purposes of this Our Commission, We do by these
presents give and grant unto you, or any three or more of you, full power to call
before you such persons as you shall judge likely to afford you any information upon
the subject of this Our Commission, and also to call for, have access to, and examine
all such books, documents, registers, and records as may afford you the fullest
information on the subject; and to inquire of, and concerning the premises by all
other lawful ways and means whatsoever : ' :

And We do further by these presents authorise and impower you, or any three or
more of you to visit and personally inspect such places in Our United Kingdom or
abroad as you may deem expedient for the more effectual carrying out of the purposes
aforesaid : )

And We do by these presents will and ordain that this Our Commission shall
continue in full force and virtue, and that you, Our said Commissioners, or any three
or more of you, may from time to time proceed in the execution thereof and of every
matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not continued from time
to time by adjournment :

And We further ordain that you, or any three or more of you, have liberty to
report your proceedings under this Our Commission from time to time, if you shall
judge it expedient so to do:
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And Our further will and pleasure is that you do, with as little delay as possible,
report to Us under your bands and seals, or under the hands and seals of any three
or more of you, your opinion upon the several matters herein submitted for your
consideration : '

And for the purpose of aiding you in such matters, We hereby appoint Our trusty
and well-beloved Charles Edward Drummond Black, Hsquire, to be Secretary to this
Our Commission. |

Given at Our Court at Saint James's, the twenty-eighth day of July, one thousand
" eight hundred and eighty-five, in the forty-ninth year of Our reign.
' By Her Majesty’s Command,
Ricrarp Assaeron Cross,

VICTORIA, R.

Victoria by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith :

To Our trusty and well-beloved Sir Edward Southwell Sotheby, Knight Commander
of Our Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Admiral on the Retired List of Our
Navy, and Our trusty and well-beloved Edmund Charles Johuson, Esquire, Greeting !

Whereas We did by Warrant under Our Royal Sign Manual, bearing date the
twenty-eighth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-five, appoint OQur
Right trusty and Right entirely beloved Cousin and Councillor, Hugh Lupus, Duke
of Westminster, Knight of Our most Noble Order of the Garter, together with the
several gentlemen therein mentioned, or any three or more of them, to be Our
Commissioners to inguire into the condition of the Blind :

Now, know ye, that We reposing great trust and confidence in your zeal, discretion,
and ability, have authorised and appointed, and do by these Presents authorise and
appoint you the said Sir Edward Southwell Sotheby, and Edmund Charles Johnson
to be Our Commissioners for the purpose aforesaid, in addition to and together with
the Commissioners whom We have already appoiuted by the before-mentioned Royal
‘Warrant.

Given at Our Court at Saint James's, the thirteenth day of August, one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-five, in the forty-ninth year of Our reign.
By Her Majesty’s Command,
Ricearp Assueron Cross.

VICTORIA, R.
Victoria by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith : , ‘
To Our trusty and well-beloved William Auchincloss Arrol, Esquire, and Qur trusty
and well-beloved Robert McDonnell, Esquire, Doctor of Medicine, Greeting !
Whereas We did by warrants under Qur Royal Sign Manual, bearing date respec-
tively the twenty-eighth day of July and the thirteenth day of August, one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-five, appoint Our Right trusty and Right entirely beloved
Cousin and Councillor, Hugh Lupus, Duke of Westminster, Knight of Our most Noble
Order of the Garter, together with the several gentlemen therein respectively men_
tioned, or any three or more of them, to be Our Commissioners to inquire into the
condition of the Blind:
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Now, know ye, that We reposing great trust and confidence in your zeal, discretion,
and ability, have authorised and appointed, and do by these Presents authorise and
appoint you the said William Auchincloss Arrol and Robert McDonnell to be
Our Commissioners for the purpose aforesaid, in addition to and together with the
Commissioners whom We have already appointed.

Given at Our Court at Saint James’s, the thirtieth day of October, one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-five, in the forty-ninth year of Our reign.
By Her Majesty’s Command,
Ricaarp AsseeroN Cross.

VICTORIA, R.

Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Iveland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith: _ |

To Our right trusty and well-beloved Wilbraham, Bavon Egerton, one of the
Heclesiastical Commissioners for England ; the Right Reverend Father in God, Our
right trusty and well-beloved Councillor, Frederick Bishop of London; Our right
trusty and well-beloved Councillor, Sir Liyon Playfair, Doctor of Laws, Knight Com-
mander of Our most Honourable Order of the Bath; Our right trusty and well-beloved
Councillor, Anthony John Mundella: Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor,
Sir Heunry Joln Selwin-Ibbetson, Baronet, Second Church Bstates Cominissioner ;
Our trusty and well-beloved Sir Edward Southwell Sotheby, Knight Commander of
Qur most Honourable Order of the Bath, Admiral on the Retired List of Our
Navy; Our frusty and well-beloved Benjamin St. John Ackers, Esquire, Barrister-
at-law ; Qur trusty and well-beloved Thomas Rhodes Armitage, Esquire, Doctor of
Medicine; Our trusty and well-beloved William Auchincloss Arrol, Esquire ; Our trusty
and well-beloved Francis Joseph Campbell, Esquire, Doctor of Laws; Our trusty and
well-beloved Edmund Charles Johnson, Esquire; Our trusty and well-beloved Robert
Mc¢Donnell, Esquire, Doctor of Medicine; and Our trusty and well-beloved William
Tindal Robertson, Esquire, Doctor of Medicine ; Greeting !

Whereas We did by Warrant under Our Royal Sign Manual bearing date the
twenty-eighth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-five, and by
subsequent Warrants authorise and appoint certain noblemen and gentlemen therein
respectively named, or any three or more of them, to be Our Commissioners to
mvestigate and repori upon the condition of the Blind in our United Kingdom, the-
various systems of education of the Blind, elementary, technical, and professional, at
home and abroad, and the existing institutions for that purpose; the employment
open to and suitable for the blind, and the means by which education may be
extended so as to increase the number of blind persons qualified for such
employment :

Now know ye that We have revoked and determined, and do by these presents
revoke and determine the said several Warrants and every matter and thing therein
contained :

And whereas we have deemed it expedient that a new Commission should issue for
the purposes specified in such Warrant of the twenty-eighth day of July, one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-five; and that the scope of the said Commission should he
enlarged ; and that the Commissioners to be nominated for the purposes aforesaid
should be authorised and appointed to investigate and report similarly upon the
condition and education of the Deaf and Dumb, as well as such other cases as from
special circumstances would seem to require exceptional methods of education :
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Further know ye, that We, reposing great trust ana confidence in your ability and
discretion, have appointed, and do by these presents nominate, constitute, and appoint
you, the said Wilbrabam, Baron Egerton; Frederick, Bishop of London; Sir Lyon
Playfair; Anthony John Mundella; Sir Henry John Selwin-Ibbetson; Sir Edward
Southwell Sotheby ; Benjamin St. John Ackers; Thomas Rhodes Armitage ; William
Auchincloss Arrol; Frances Joseph Campbell; Edmund Charles Johnson; Robert
Mc<Donnell; and William Tindal Robertson, to be Our Commissioners to investigate
and report upon the condition of the Blind in Our United Kingdom, the various
systems of education of the Blind, elementary, technical, and professional, at home
and abroad, and the existing institutions for that purpose; the employment open to
and suitable for the Blind, and the means by which education may be extended so as
to increase the number of blind persons qualified fer such employment ; and also to
investigate and report similarly upon the condition and education of the Deaf and
Dumb as well as such other cases as from special circumstances would seem to require

exceptional methods of education.:

And for the better effecting the purposes of this Our Commission We do by these
presents give and grant unto you, or any five or more of you, full power to call before
you such persons as you shall judge likely to afford you any information upon the
subject of this Our Commission ; and also to call for, have access to, and examine, all
such books, documents, registers, and records as may afford you the fullest information
on the subject; and to inquire of any concerning the premises by all other lawful

ways and means whatsoever :

And we do further by these presents authorise and empower you, or any five or
more of you, to visit and personally inspect such places in Our United Kingdom or
abroad as you may deem expedient for the more effectual carrying out of the purposes

aforesaid:

And We do by these presents will and ordain that this Our Commission shall
continue in full forece and virtue, and that you Our Commissioners, or any five or
more of you, may from time to time proceed in the execution thereof and of every
matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not continued from time to
time by adjournment.

And We further ordain that you, or any five or more of you, have liberty to
report your proceedings under this Our Commission . from time to time, if you shall
judge it expedient so to do.

And Our further will and pleasure is that you do, with as littlo delay as possible,
report to Us, under your hands and seals, or under the hands and seals of any five
or more of you, your opinion upon the several matters herein submitted for your

" consideration.
And for the purpose of aiding you in such matters, We hereby appoint Qur trusty
and well-beloved Charles Edward Drummond Black, Esquire, to be Secretary to this

Our Commission.
Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the twentieth day of January, one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-six, in the forty-ninth year of Our reign.
By Ber Majesty’s command,
' Ricaarp AssueroN Cross.
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VICTORIA, R.

Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
Queen, Defender of the Faith:

To Our trusty and well-beloved Charles Few, Esquire, and Our trusty and well-
beloved William Woodall, Esquire ; Greeting !

Whereas We did by Warrant under Our Royal Sign Manual, dated the twentieth
day of January, one thousand elght hundred and eighty-six, appoint our right trusty
and well-beloved Wilbraham, Baron Egerton, one of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners
for England, togeiher with the several Gentlemen therein mentioned, or any five or
more of them, to be Our Commissioners to inquire into the condition and education
of the Blind, the Deaf and Dumb, and others :

Now know ye, that We, reposing great trust and confidence in your zeal, discretion,
and ability, have authorised and appointed, and do by these presents authorise and
appoint you, the said Charles Few and William Woodall, to be Our Commissioners
for the purpose aforesaid, in addition to and together with the Commissioners whom
We have already appointed.

Given at Our Court at Saint James’s, the fourth day of March, one thousand elo'ht
hundred and eighty-six, in the forty-ninth year of Our reign.

By Her Majesty’s Command,
Huer C. E. CHiLpers.

VICTORIA, R.

Viectoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Irelé-nd,
Queen, Defender of the Faith :

To Our trusty and well-beloved William Blomefield Sleight, Clerk, Master of Arts,
Greeting !

Whereas We did by Warrants under Our Royal Sign Manual, bearing date respec-
tively the twentieth day of January and the fourth day of March, one thousand eight
hundred and eighty-six, appoint Our right trusty and well-beloved Wilbraham, Baron

' igerton, one of the Hceclesiastical Commissioners for England, together with the

several gentlemen therein respectively menfioned, or any five or more of them, to he
Our Commissioners to inquire into the condition. and education of the Blind, the Deaf
and Damb, and others :

Now know ye, that We, reposing great trust and confidence in your zeal, discretion,
and ability, have authorised and appointed, and do by these presents authorise and
appoint you, the said William Blomefield Sleight, to be a Commissioner for the
purpose aforesaid, in addition to and together with the Commissioners whom We have
already appointed.

Given at Our Couri at Saint James’s, the twenty-seventh day of April, one thonsand
eight hundred and eighty-six, in the forty-ninth year of Our reign.

By Her Majesty’s Command,
- Huer C. E. Cambegs.
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REPORT

OF THE

ROYAL COMMISSION

ON

THE BLIND, THE DEAF AND DUMB, &o.,

OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM.

INTRODUCTION,

The original Commission was issued on the 2lst July 1885, to the Duke
of Westminster (Chairman), the Bishop of London, the Right Hon. A. J. Mundella,
M.P., Dr. Campbell, Dr. Armitage, and Dr. Tindal Robertson. Its terms of reference

were to investigate and report upon the condition of the Blind in the United King-

dom, the various systems of education of the blind, elementary, technical and pro-
fessional, at home and abroa‘.d, and the existing institutions for that purpose, the
cmployments open to, and suitable for the blind and ths means by which education

may be extended so as to increase the number of blind persons qualified for such
employments.

On the 18th of August, Admiral Sir B. S. Sotheby and Mr. Edmund C. Johnson;
and on the 30th October Mr. W. A. Arrol and Dr. R. McDonnell, F.R.S., were
added to the above Commission.

On the 20th January 1886 a fresh Commission was issued in lieu of the above.
Its terms of reference were extended by the inclusion of the deaf and dumb and
of such other cases as from special circumstances would seem to require ex-
ceptional methods of education. Lord Egerton of Tatton was appointed Chairman
in the place of the Duke of Westminster, resigned, and the following new members
were added to the Commission, viz., the Right Hon. Sir Lyon Ijlayfair; K.C.B.
M.P., the Right Hon. Sir Henry J. Selwin-Thbetson, Bart., M.P., and Mr. B. St.’
John Ackers. The following gentlemen were subsequeniiy appointed as Commis-
sioners : on the 4th March 1886, Mr. Charles Few and My, William Woodall, M.P. ;
on the 27th April 1886, the Rev. W. B. Sleight; on the 28th June 1886, the Rev.
C. M. Owen ; and on the 11th June 1887, Mr. Lionel Van Oven.

We have to deplore the death of two of our colleagues during the course
of the inquiry. Mr. Charles Few, who died on the 4th April 1887, had assisted
regularly, and with great diligence, in our deliberations for a little over a year.
More recently the death of Dr. McDonnell, F.R.S., has removed one of our most
esteemed and valued colleagues. Dr. McDonnell, besides rendering great help during
our general’ investigations, had spared no pains in obtaining and laymg before us
valuable information relative to all the branches of our inquiry 1n Ireland.
We have every reason to believe that the Report met with his concurrence: his final

suggestions and remarks were received a few days previously to his sudd
on the 6¢h May 1889. 5 P y to his sudden death
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