i
!
P Appendix A,
4
Appendix B.

haglow

DEPARTMENTAL COMMITIEE ON DEFECTIVE AXD El‘ILEPTJC CHILDREX :

KEeLIER Ixstrrore ror DEFECTIVE CHILDEEN, COPENHAGEN.
Report of the Heudmaster, My, Alex. Pryiz,

(33.) The school is divided into three departments,
for preparvatory lesting, manual training, and clemen-
tary instruction.

i. The Preparatory Department.

Children are put into this department om their
arrival at the instituie, in order that their faculties
may be tested, and to receive the m(i}ments of educa-
tior. Sosoon as a child shows sufficient development
to he able to keep pace with those in a higher depart-
ment, he is promoted. The work of this deparfment
is intended to awaken the senses of the feeble-minded,
to insiruct them in the facnlty of speech, to train them
in the ase of their limbs, and to prepare them for the
regnlar discipline of the school, as well as to teach
them the ordinary bebaviour of everyday life. To
attain this end, a series of exercizes are nsed, pr_-l:fect.ly
systematised, but sufficiently recreative to avoid the
daneer of fatigne to the children and fo minimise the
a]m‘;arnuce of instrnction. This course may last some
years; but if it is clearly ascertained that a child
gannot derive benefit from such éraining he is dis-
charged from the institute and sent home or to an
asylum, according to the choice of his parents.

Tustraction is given in the preparatory department
in the following subjeets: articulation, wrifing, 1;e:u{-
ing, kindergarten, colour and form, object lessoms,
games, musical dril], gymnastics, sewing, kmtting, and
glemelita-ry lacemaking, netiing, canvas work, and
arochet.

ii. The Manual Training Department.

(34.) The children who have been promoted from the
prenaratory department are divided into two classes:
those who show a capability of mental development,
most of whom reach a fair stam_lm'd of educapon, and
those who ean only be trained in such practical ways
as to perform the ordinary duties of life, to take part
in the work of a house, or to learn some trade, 50 as to

«ke themselves to a certain degree usefnl.  The
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depariment is divided into two corresponding classes:—

Olass A.—Here the children receive elementary
instruoctior in reading, W_ritmg,_ and arithmetie,
religions knowledge, Slojd, object lessons, and
gymnastics. .

Class B.—The children here are_arranged according
to their mental capabilities. Reading and writing

are nob taught; the instruction is in domestie
work, arithmetic, Slojd, and gymnastics, and in
the top cluss religious instruction is given.

iii. Phe Elemenlary Deparimeni.

(35.) This department is for the pupils who, during
their stay in the preparatory school, have shown reason
to suppose fhat they are capable of receiving an
ordinary school cducation, il imparted in a manner
gmitable to the limitations of their intellect. "The
topics of instruetion have, thercfog'e, to he carefully
chosen, and the teaching has to be givenin as elear and
interesting a manner as possible. The subjects taught
are reading, writing, arithmetic, dmmpg, religious
knowledge, history, geography, and object lessons;
but these are used less with & view of imparting a large
amount of information than as means of increasiug
the limited powers of apprehension possessed by the
children, of sharpening and strengthening their weak
memories, and of making them conversant with the
facts of commou life. The result of the work of the
Department will, therefore, be rather the development
of maturity than ihe acquisition of knowledge, though,
of course, & certain amonnt of positive learning 1s
required, this is meant to serve the purpose of anfolding
the mental life, and all instroections that hqs no
developing practical effect is rejected. The principleis
strictly followed, that no information must be given
to the children without a cerfainty that it is being
understood and mastered. Slojd and object tenching
are an essential part of the work of this Depariment,
thongh not of the same importance as in the manual
gchool. Four times a week, in the afiernoon fro;n
4 to 6, the hoys receive instruetion in the workshops in
making mats, brushes, and baskets, and in joinery,
the girls in knitting and sewing, including darning
and patching, and in gymnastics. .

When the pupils are discharged from the ednca-
tional institute they are, if not sent home, transferred
to the institute for industrial work, where they learn
a trade.

(36.) The State contribntes yearly to the expensesa
sum of 6,0001. to 7,0001 ; it appoints the snperintendent
and two members of the hoard of directors; a yearly
return of the working expenses is made to it, and its
consent is necessary to any sale or enlargement of the
Duildings of the instituie.

APPENDIX B.

AXSWERS T0o QUESTIONS ADDRESSED T0 TEACHERS OF SPECIAL CLASSES.

The following questions were addressed fo teachers
of special classes :— ) )

1. At what sge are children generally admitted into
your Class ? (Leave this nunanswered if your Class has
been opened under a yeur).

2, Tn what proportions would you distribuie uwnder
ihe following keads the children that are now in your

- 2
Clﬂss(’t;.) Likely to be self-supporting when they leave
school. .
{8.) Likely to be partially seli-supporting.
{c) Not likely to be seli-sapporting.
3. How many crippled or very delicate children, but
of average intelligence, have you in yonr Class ?
~ 4, Avc there any scholars whose sight or hearing are
so defective that yon cannot deal with them properly ?
1f so, how many ?
5. How many children have left the Class since you
have had the charge of it?

Of these :— ) .
(@) How many have gone to fhe ordinary school?

i) How many to institutions ?

{¢.) How many to work ? (Say what kind of work).
() How wany have stopped at home under the
care of parcnis, &c., but have done no

partienlur work ¥
(e ) How many have died ?
f Y Ho~ many unknewn ?

6. Have yon noticed children who appeared to be
non-edueable when first admitted, bnt alterwards
turncd out to be eduneable? Have soch oases been
common ¥

7. What, in your opinion, are the best practical means
of distingmishing between the educable and non-educable
classes of feeble-minded children, and also of dis-
tingnishing between those children who may properly
De taught in an ordinary clementary school and those
who should be tanght in special schools?

8.—(a.} Can you as a rale obtain trastworthy infor-
mation as to ¢ family history ” ?

(b.) When the answers about family history scem
untrustworthy, do you leave blank the
* family history - in the history and
progress book ; or put down what you are
told ; or guess at the fruth ?

¢, Do you get trustworthy information from the
tenchers of the schools from which your scholars come ?
Is the form in which this information is supplied
satisfactory, or do you suggest any other ?

10. Wht is the usual and what is the longest distance
between the homes of the scholars and your school ?
Do the scholars come to school by themselves? Have
they to cross aay crowded theroughfores? Do yom
know of any case of street accidents to your scholars ?
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11,—(a.} Have you had any special trouble in main-
taining discipline ?

{b.) Have you had any experience of children
who could not be brought under control,
i.c., who, in spite of all your efforts, were
too restless and noisy or disorderly for
work in a room in which other children
are taughi?

{r.) Have you had any experience of dangerously
violent children, or of children with any
very repalsive habits? Have cases of this
gort been common? Have you been
obliged to exclude any children on acconnt
of the above reasons ¢

(d.) () How many children bave you generally
under your care ?

{#) Have you found your Class too large ?

{(c.) How many childrer in a special class
can be taught by o single-banded
teacher ?

12. Is the room (or rooms) in which you conducs
your Class on the ground floor? How is if furnished ?
Point out any special merits or defects in the room or
in the furniture.

13. What standard is reached by your most advanced
scholars in (a) Reading, {b) Writing, {c}) Arithmetic,
(2) Needlework, (¢) Drawing, () Manual Work other
than Needlework or Drawing ?

14. Do youkeep a book to show details of the progress
made from time to time by each of your scholars?® If
50, in what form ?

15. Have you any suggestion which you wish to
bring before the Committee ?

16. Name of teacher (or teachers) giviug the above
information.

Twenty-four Tondon teachers, and 12 teachers out of
Tiondon have unswered the questions. A few replies
were received too late for classification.

Q. 1. At what age are children generally admitied inio
your class? (Leave this unanswered if your cluss has
lieen opencd under @ year.)

The answers agree. The nge of admission may be
anything between 7 and 12; hut generally speaking the
average age of andmission is about eight.

Q. 2. In what proporiions would you distribufe under
the following hewls the childver that are wow in your
class 7

(n) Likely to be self-supporting when they leave
school.

(b.) Likely to be partially self-supporting.

(c.) Not likely to be self-supporting.

The answers vary very widely. The proportion
likely to be self-supporting varies from zero up to 80 per
cent.; the proportion likely to be partly self-sapporting
from 10 per cent. to 68 per cent.; the proportion not
likely to be self-supporting from three per cent. to forty
per cent.

On the whole the London teachers think that nearly
one-half the scholars will be self-supporting, that about
onc-third will be partly self-supporting, and rather
more than one-sixth not self-supporting.

The extra metropolitan tenchers think that rather
more than one-third will be self-supporting, that rather
more than one-third will be partly self-supporting, and
rather more than one-fourth not self-supporting.

Q. 3. How many cr{p}plcd or very delicute children, buf
of average intelligence, have you in your class ?

In the 24 London classes, 127, “crippled or very
delicate children, but of average intelligence,” are
reporfed; in the 12 classes out of London, 17 such
ehildren are reported.

Q. 4. Are there any scholars whase sight or hearing are
so defective thal you cannot deal with them properly? If
8, how many ?

In the 24 London classes 42 children ars reported to
have either sight or hearing so defective that proper
teaching is impossible. In 12 cases out of the 42 sight
is at foult, in 14 cases hearing. 2 cases both sight and
hearing. In 14 cases it is nob made clear whether it
is sight or hearing that is at foult.

In the 12 classes out of London, sight is reported us
being very defective in 8 cuses, and hearing in 11
cases.

]

Q. 5. How many children have leftile class since you
have hod the charge of it ? .
Of these :—
(a.) How many have gone fo the ordiaciy school ?
(b.) How many lo institutions ?
(c.) How many to work 7 (Say what Lind of worlk.)
(d.) How nuny have stopped at homs under the cars
of purents, yo.. but have done no purticular
work ?
(c.) How many have died ?
(£) How many unknown ?
403 scholars are reported to have left the 24 Tondon
classes.
Of these 193 have gone to the ordinary schools,

»s 58 have gome to instituiions {chiiefly work-
honses or institutions ior the deaf and
dumb or blind).

sy 49 have gone to work,

29 0 arc at home under the care of parents
but are doing no partienlar work.

. 10 are dead.

5 163 eannot be traced.,

160 children are reported to have left the 12 classes
ont of London.
Of these 65 have gone to the ordinaxy school.

» 16 have gone to institations.

» 29 have gone to work.

» 20 are af home under the eare of parents but

are doing no particular work.

s 5 are dead.

»s 10 cannot be traced.

Q. 6. Have you woticed children who appeared fo be
noi-educable when first admitted, but aftericards iurned
out fo be educable?  Have such casecs been common 2

Most—about three-fonrths—of the 36 teachers have
noticed children who appeared to be non-educakle when
admitted but afterwards turned ont to be edueable.
Several teachers say that such cases have been
COMMon.

Q. 7. Whal, v your opinion, are the best practical
aeans of distinguishing between the educable and non-
educable classes of feeble-minded children, und also of
dislinguishing between those children who wuy properly
be taught in an ordinary clementary school and thesz who
should be taught in special schools ?

None of the teackers express opinions as fo ihe best
muchinery for selecting the children who ought to be
taught in the speeial classes. The answers describe
the common physieal and mental characteristies of
defective children,

Miss King, Darrow Load Board School, Paddingtor:, W. :

{e.} On zdmittance of a child to a special class to
narrowly watch all habits, morals and changes of
temperament and appearance, but not in such a way as
to be apparent to the ekild.

(b.) When a child is presented as a candidate for s
special class observe contour of head, profile of face,
find out as nearly as possible whether iis sight, hearingr,
and specch ave correct; converse with chiid, and if it
answers mtelligently, and is not defective iu any of the
former respects, I shonld then say its place was in the
ordinary school. 1In the case of s child heing trans-
ferred back to an ordinary school, I think it should be
sent on a three months’ probation, e.g., a purely nervous
child, though it has received every encouragement in
the special elass fo overcome its timidity, would reguire
at least thas length of {ime to Lecome used w the
ordinary routine of a school.

AMrs. Upauke, Abbey Street Special Schoul, Bethnal

Green, 1.

In my opinion the best practical meuns of distin-
guishing between educable and non-educabie children,
and between those who way be taught in an clementarx
school and those who should be tanghé in special
schoolg, are:—

1. Appearance.—(«.) expression of face.

(.} size of head.
(c.) form of head.
2. Movements.—(w.) in walking, balinee of body,
lifting of legs.
(h.) muscular control of arms, in arn
stretching, &e.

3. dagiwers given {o questions as to age, street lived in,

dinner.

Those children whose appearance is abnormal, head
very large or small, who slobber, make grimaces, &c.,
who cannot walk properly or balance their arms, and
who cannot give a short answer to a question about
their daily lives, will in most cases be found to le
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non-cducable. Thosc who are satisfactory in all three
respects ought to be fit for an elementary school; those
satizfactery in one or two, should be tanght for a time
in a special school. There can be no infallible rule for
distinguizhing such cases. There must be constant
revision of the classes; being with the children day
after day is the only sure guide.
Q. 8.—(a) Cun you as « rule obiain trusteorthy infor-
snabion as to ©° family hislory ™ 7
() When the answers aboui family hislory seein
walrusticorthy, do you leare blank the
“family history” in the history and pro-
qress bool: 3 or pud down what yow are told ;
or guess at the truth?

Abont two-thirds of the teachers report that it is
usually possible to obtain trustworthy information as
o the ** family history ” of children admitied.

When ouly dubious information as to ** family
history ™ is forthcoming it is usnal to leave blank the
“ family history * part of the history and progress book,
but sume teachers appear to record all facts com-
municated by purents.

0 9. Do you get trustworlhy information from the
feachers of the schools from which your scholars rome?
Is ile form in which this iuformation is supplied salis-
Juctary, ur do you suggest aiy other 7

Aloui three-quarters of the teachers are able to get
trustworthy information as to chavacter, attaiuments, &c.
from: the schonls which the children attended before
heing admitted to the special classes; but in several cases
it 15 added that theinformation though trustworthy as
far as it goes is too meagre or too superficial to be of
any use.

The second bhalf of the question strictly speaking
applies chiefly to London, for no admission form seems
o be used exceps in London und at Bristol. Abountone-
half the London teachers are satisfied with the existing
admission form, but there is a rather widespread
opinion that it shomld ask for more particulars and
especiully that it should shew the scholar’s regularity
of attendance. Nearly all the teachers out of London
scem to be of opinion that an admission form is needed.

Aliss  Panyes, Special  Class, Galleywall Road,
Bermondsey, S.E.

Information suppHed by teachera is fairly
irnstworthy. A good many glaring errors bave,

however, been discovered, e.g.: A boy described as
endowed with moral semnse **very little below the
average *’ is the most dangerous, from a moral point of
view, of all in the class. Another whose memory is the
fairly sirong point is described as being totally deficient
in this respect. .

In many cases it seems that the previous keen
observation which the questions asked on the
admission form require has nobt been bestowed, but
teachers have fels compelled to put down “ something.”

A terse stutement of all known facts bearing on the
case would often be mteh more useful when the ehild
has not been long enongh in & school to be thoroughly
well knowz.

Q. 10. Whal is the usual and what is the longes! distance
helireen the homes of the scholars and youwr school? Do
the scholars come to school by themselves ? Have they to
eross any crowded thoroughfares ? Do you Enow of any
case of street accidents to your scholars?

The distance between the homes of the scholar and
the special school varies—as might be expected—very
much. Two miles is given as the extreme limitin some
eages, and half o mile in others.

1t is quite clear that the great majority of the scholars
are able to come to school unattended.

On the other hand, several aceidents, one of which was
fatal, are recorded as having happened to children on
the way to or from special classes.

0. 11. {a.) Have you had any special trouble in main-
taining discipline ?

() Have you had any erperience of children
whe could not be bronght under coufrol,
ie., whe, in spile of all your efforis,
were too restless and noisy or disorderly
Jor work in @ room inwchicholher children
are tawqht ?

fe) Hawve you had any experience of dan-
gerously wviolent children, or of children
with any very vepulsire lhabils 7 Huve
cascs of this sorl been commoen? Hawe
you been obliged to exclude any children
on account of the abore reasons?

(4.)—{n) How many children hare you generally
wnder your care 7

(b.) Ifave youn Jfound
large ?

(c.} How many children in a special class
can be taught by « single-hunded
feacher ?

The teachers were asked if they had any special
trouble in maintaining discipline. The answers to this
question are not easily summed up; but it is generally
agreed that the children in special classes are more
restless, spiteful, and mischievous than ordinary chil-
dren, and that, therefore, they require much more
individual aitention. On the other hand, few of the
children in the special classes can be said to be incaprble
of control. The exceptions to this rule appear to be
imbeciles who were wrongly admitted into the classes,
Many of ihe teachers remark that the weather appears
to have a considerable influence wpon the behaviour of
the chiidren. Dangerously violent children are said
to have appeared in about half the classes. Several
such scholars have been excluded. As a rule, the
violence has been rather tiresome and painful than
dangerous. Children of very repulsive or immoral
habits are mentioned by ahout one-third of the teachers;
three or fonr of this character have been excluded from
the classes.

It is pretty generally agreed that a single-handed
teacher cannot properly deal with more than 20 defective
scholars, and it is quite evident that at present some of
the classes are considerably above this limit.

Miss Coeax, of the Brighton Special Class, writes :—
« However small the special class may be, there will
s still he great diversities of attainments among the
¢ children, they can never be taught as one class.
** With proper assistance 40 children can be easily
* managed by a properly trained head teacher. In one
¢ class not more than 12 children can be properly
“ taught any one subjeci, c.g., reading or drawing, as
* these backward children need much more help and
¢ gupervision than the normal child, After 18 months’
“ experience in this class, 1 find it quite impossible to
¢ teach more than a dozen children to read at once.
s This difficulty can be met by the employment of a
© gnfficient staff of monitresses or teachers, under
“ Article 6B, who only require great patience and
# perseverance, combined with a love and knowledge
¢ of children.”

your clags {foo

Mrs. Swixsurxg, Hartley Road Special Centre,
Nottingham.

(@) TNo.

{(b.) Yes, on their first entering the school, we have
had several children who had not attended a school
before, and one or two of them have been both
destructive and disorderly. A girl, thoronghly imbecile,
had a very bad temper. She has no power of speech,
yet can hear perfectly, and understand what is said to
her. Now she is wonderfully docile and oledient, ean
make straight strokes, letter i and o, and has the power
of speech 5o far as to say, Ah, Oh, No, Me, and make &
noise as though trying to say “ leacher.”

{c.) We have had children who were inclined to be so
the first few weeks of attending here, but with great
firmmess, patience, and kindness they have invariably
improved.

Miss Bowner, Cranbraok Road School, Bethnal
Green, E.

(¢) XNot asa rule, but the children vary very much,
from day to day, according to the weather. They are
very restless and noisy during high winds, fogs, or
extreme heat.

(0.) Yes, I have had two cases; one child was always
monning, and he constantiy appeared to have illusions,
fichiing the air in a wild mauner, and calling ont in
self-defence, when no one was near him,

The other child would not keep in his seaf, and
constantly upset the class by his iaiotic gestures.

Both cases have been excluded.

{c.) I have had no experience of dangerously violent
cases ; many of the children have had immoral habits,
bat by constant watchfulness, these appear to be nearly
stamped ont.

{d) (o) 30.

by Yes.
c.) 15.
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Q. 12. Is the roow (or vooms) tn which you conduct your
olugs oi the ground floor 2 Iow 1s il furnished ? DPoint
eut any special merits or defects in the rvoowm or in the
Jurnifure,

17 out of the 24 London classes are condncted in
roums situated on the ground floor.

Two are conducted partly on the ground floor and
partly upstairs; five altogether upstairs; one of the
five, however, is soon to be accommodated in a new
]m(l)ldmg.

Onc class is condneted at the top of a w ig
building (St. Dunstan’s Road BoardpSchoo]).cris['nhtl]?ilé
centre also two teachers work in the same room, in
every other case each teacher has a room to hersclf.

Ten ont of the 12 extra London classes are condueted
on the groand flcor.

In London dmal desks are nearly always used, one
class-room in one centre, however. is furnished with
single desks. Out of Loundon dual desks and long desks
are used, but there is no mention of single desks. It is
quite generally held that single desks should be insisted
on, (1st) because by removing these irritable and
restless cliildren from too close contact with each other,
the task of maintaining diseipline is much Jiehtened :
and (2nd.) because when single desks are used the
telaqlcgller can much more readily approach any particalar
chid.

1t is agreed that the rooms are gencrally brier
cheerful and well supplicd with pi;tm'es. 1&_:,'&1’313:%].11: and

Among the merits in the room and furniture the
following are weutioned :—

A door in direct communieation with the street by
which the children leave and enter without coming in
contaci with the other children cu the same floor.

Black lines on the floor for marching.

Bach room is furnished with 15 dual desks, a cup-
Board, table (fitted with drawer and ink-well l,zo]ders)
chair and easel with black hoard. Accessories in the
shape of T squares and map poles are provided and
there is a large zine-lined chest used for elay modelling
and cane weaving materils. z

The pictures supplied are remarkably gond, the rooms
lofty and well lighted, while the small central hall is
very useful for diill, &e. l
- The corrider outside the class-rooms has doors
opening on each side of the building, one to hoys’
playground, onc to girls.

Piano giver by onc of the lady managers is a source
of pleasure to the class. Spiuning wheel and weaving
frames, given by A. R. Price, Esq. (Chairman of
Managers), afford a welcome change from the ordinary
work.

With the excepiion of the want of single desks. the
defects specified are faults in lizhting, eloak-room
ventilation, &e.. wiich need not he flll'th(,?r enumemted,
as they are not distinctive of premises for defective
classes.

No teacher complains of overcrowding, thourh three
rooms at least are overcrowded. ° D '

Q. 13. What standard 4s reched by your most advane
scholars i (1) Reading, (1) TF'-rfﬁn:(:,JEc) Arithmetie, (gc)l
Needleworl:, (e) Drawing, (f) Mawucl work other than
Needleworl: or Drawing ?

_ In more than halfof the 36 classes the most advanced
scholars are_deing work which is nusually done in the
first standard of nn ordinery school. 1In about 16 or 17
clazses —mearly ull of which are in London — work
cquivalent to that of the second or third stundard is
being done ; but even in these eases the scholars who
go beyond the fivst standard are usuaily fow. .

Q. 14. Do you keep a boolk to shorr deiuils of the progress
made from time {o time by each of your schc;);ars ?p 13" :'f)
in what form ? '

Mosi of the Leachiers keep a book, showing the pro-
gress of each scholar. No special form for the eniries
is in use, and the entries are made much more often
in some cases than in ofhers. One teacher—who
perhaps, has misunderstood the quession—siates that
she makes eniries weekly ; in the extreme opposite case
the entries arc made twice a year. Again, in some
cases the entries are too genernl, and in other cases
they seem to show exactly what has been done.

Q. 15. Have you any snggestion which i
bring bejore the Comanrillce ? 5 ek o ik to

. The following suggesiions are made :—

Miss Catrie and Staff, Hugh Myddleton.

. We would suggest that the age of admission be five
instead of seven. Also while admitting the necessity
of a time-talle being as o rule rigidly adhered to we

E 98300,

wonld suggest the advisability of occosionally entirely Appendix B -

altering it

. F?x- instance, under certnin atmospheric conditions,
it “]0111(1 be wise to snbstitute singing or the telling of"
a ta. eI for the set lesson.  Again, if o child seems very
mwell or very exeited, mannal occupation is better
thn\u any menial cffort.

usf: f_iizlol we “iould suggest the entire subsiintion of
paelt nannal occapations instead of the usual lessons
in the case of children who prove themselves inoanabla
of mental improvement.

Miss Goopwix, Chrisp Sirect Scligol, Poplar.

A little licence with regard to the time-iabl b
one might, without f ee]inzv that an error w:xi; léo%uf]r’:ti;?lt
extend, say, aJesson inwhich the children were spr.-cinllv'
interested, &c., or cartail or vary one if they appeared
fatigaed or from any other equally proper reason.

Afiss Bowney, Cranbrook Road Sehool, Bethnal Green

That the classes should be smaller,

. Would it be advisable for the times of assemDbly and
fﬁim;ssul_ lto 1c:l]iljﬁ('ler from those of the ordinary school,
childrg;:c;n children are often teased Dby the otker

To have some single desks would be an advaniage, as

it is sometimes necessary to si 1
sary to sit a child apart
rest of the class, ! from the

l\[ldsas.le]’:-:%‘l}?}il', Se. Clement’s Board School, Nottiug-

That Government might arranae that our rhildren
who herd with vagabonds and thieves in ledeing-
houses, having all sorts of vile principles instilled into
them day by day, and those not living in lodwine-
honses, but whose parents are less fitted than pi:s fo
train !hem,‘ should be compelled to go into o home near
school ; and when such a child gets to about 13 years of
age. drafted into a country home, where its training in
auy special qualitication for earning a livelihood may
be eontinued. . Only such homes will prevent many of
our pupils ultimately becoming a burden to tuc State
:m’d: an enemy to socichy.

0 OJIJH:-': c!nldrcnfs]mu]d ‘I_'m admitted inlo special schools

‘om gix years of age. Bo specials receive speci
trentmcn%. e oF age ouer spectals receive special

Aliss PazueRr, Galleywall Road Schoo, Bermondsey, S.E.
fo _]ljg;g.sklppmg-ropcs be supplied to girls and skittles
The rabber balls supplicd cannot be pat into sewer:
requisition, aa they get lost when nsod ile fhic;?:;.:}

ground, and endanger wi 7 ith 1
u I, « anger windows when played wi
the building. P th

Afiss Kixe, Harrow Road Board School, Paddington.

I think children who suffer from defective si

' ciive sight
are not otherwise deficient should be retained ini:;!llxg'
ordinary schools unless they can attend a blind Ceatre,

Mrs, Cranxk, Abbey Street Special School, Bethnal
Green.

I T‘i.'Oll.Id.Sllgg(ESt ibe advisability of assembling and
dismissing specinl children at different times “from
thosc cf the ordinary schools. By doing so, defective
children wonld not be broughi so much under the
}:otlce o{]thcg ml?r(l; fortunate brothers and sisters, who
requently attack them and say contemptuous thine,
and about them. d P ? things to

Special teachers should always have help at hand in
ease of emergencies arising, fits, &e.; the help would
nort necessarily mean another certificated teacher.

The hall for drill ghould be on the tame floor as the
class-rooms.

‘Z_I‘llall; flhg %eskf lin each room should be single ones in
order that tronblesome children might be isol: ;
shight extent. = solated toa

Mi‘gs]‘!umm, Choumert Rond Special School, F'eckham

I woukl suggest that all special schools should e
built apart from the ordinary schools, and always on
the ground floor. and that each special sehool should
be provided with a hall, piano (or harmonium), and
playground with covered shed. ’

There should also be & small apartment provided
suitably constructed, to confine dangerous or hysterical
cases in, till the more violent symptome had abated,
such apartment ounly to be used in extreme cases, ang
an entry made in the log-book. '
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“Such an apartment would be of much use, in which a
teacher conld attend to a child in a fit, apart from the
others.

If possible, bogs and girls should have separate class
ToOmS.

Miss Barzrzre and Staff, Edward Street Speeial
School. .

Ve shonld like o supply of games, both indoor and
outdoor, such as skipping ropes, bats {balls are already
provided), battledores, shuttlecocks, puzzles, scrap
books, humming tops, &e. o

e do mot think that boys should remain in ihe
gentre (except in exceptionul cases) after they are
12 years of age, as many of them are too big and strong
at that age, and beyond, to come in contact with the
weak and younger children in the school.

The boys and girls in our school have separate play-

ounds, but these playgroundsarc also used by children
of the adjoining schools. I& would be better if paris of
the playgrounds were enclosed for the nse of the special
school children, and then perhaps u little garden could
be arranged and kept in order bv them.

Excellent specimens of wool, cotton, coral, &c_., are
supplied by the Bosrd, and the teachers and children
make a little collection of objects illustrative of amny-
thing which the children have been led to talk about.
‘As deficient children are geuerally incapable of com-
prehending abstractions ib is an immense advantage to
have before them things which they can actually bandle
as well as see, so that instruciion is presented to them
in u concrete form. We jntend, therefore, to angment
this collection, and should be glad of a museum to hold

speciuens.
AMrs. Caanuers, Brecknock Centre, Camden Road.

A musical instrument for cach centre.

A hall for drill.

Single desks are very desirable for scveral reasons,
which are obvious, with this class of child.

Meachers shpuld be allowed latitnde greater than that
in ordinary schools in carrying oub 1list of lessons on
time table.

Mrs. McDErMoTT, Broad Street Special Class, Ratclilf, E.

T think, if possible, there shonld be at least two
tenchers at each centre. The work of an isolated clasg
is more difficnlt to manage as there are so many different
stages of work. If more children could be admitied,
and another teacher allowed, the encrgies of the teachers
corld be more economically utilised.

Tt wonld be a great advantage to the teachers of
special schools if they conld be allowed to spend a week
vearly in visiting the different centres to obtain hints
and suggestions which may be Lencficial to their own
cluss.

Aiss Boyp, Bath Street Special Centre, City Road,
E.C.
'hat manual work. e.g., woodwork, for the clder boys
would be o great advantage.

Afiss WiLog, Pocock Strect. Blackfriars Road.

Would suggest that ancther lour cach week for
needlework world he an advantage for the girls.

That the girls be tanght Laundry, Housewifery and
Cookery.

Some more edvanced manual training for the older
boys, e.g., chair caning, brush making. )

A piuno wounld be an advantage for marching:
drill, &e.

Afiss Hay, Camden Hall Special School:

That big boys of 12 and 13 whose dulness is due to
sruant-playing should be excluded from the speeial
schools.

Miss Cross, Eton Mission Hall, Hackney Wick.
That ns far as possible no centre consist of fewer
than two classes.
(«.) "Fhat the children may be classified.
(1) That a teacher’s anforeseen absence may be less
incouvenicnt. ' :
(c.) That where onc teacher's method of trentment
fails with a child another method may be tried.
That every centre of two or more classes have a
1ano. .
Thut apparatus be used for drill.
That some course of special training be provided
for the weachers, so that their treatment of the children
may have a ecientific basis.

Afiss Axewix, St. Donstan’s Road, South Hammersmith.
1 think big boys over 12 years of age should not be
admitted.
I think a separate desk for each child wozld be
better than the dual desks at present provided for
their use. :

ALis. Cuuvnp, Mansford Street Board School, Bethnal

Green.

T make the following suggestions :—

(z.) That to Form S. M. 59 1. should be added the
question as to attendance above mentioned. .

(h) Increased facilities to the teachiers of comparing
methods of teaching in the special classes. -

{c.) That the answers retarned by the teachers be
circulated in a printed form among the teachers of
the special classes for their future help and guidance.

(d.) Increased facilities for hospital attendance to
the children.

Miss Macxaveur, Kipling Street Special School.

I would snggest, that pending the establishment
of Tnstifuiions some temporary home was fouund for
girls who have left school and arc not fitted to esrn
fheir own living. I know of two cases where the
parents would be willing to pay a small fixed sam to
have their girls placed nnder proper supervision.

I would suggest that when 4 medical examination
of the children is necessary it should be carried out by
an expert on mental diseases.

Also, that when o child has been received info o
special clnss and approved by the Superintendent and
the Medical Officer as * fit,” the parents should not be
allowed to withdraw the child for work or for ordinary
school withont first obtaining a letter of consent or of
transfer from the teacher of the class.

AMiss Saymir.

That some steps be 1aken to compel the attendance of
children certified as fit for these schools, and afterwards
refused by parents.

AMiss Povyroy, Leicester Special Cluss,

That no pupil teacher should take parb in the
teaching, as the work ig very depressing for young
girls.

M'hat some means of training should be provided for
special class teachers, as the work differs materially
from that of the normal school. _

At the same time previons training in & normal
school i3 cusential for the acquisition of discipline and
teaching powers.

Aore than one room should be provided, asin some
cases it would be mnwise to correct faults before. the
others, and many children need to learn how-to use
their lungs for speaking audibly aud distinctly ; if in
the same room, they wonld interfere with work of
other scholars.

Aiss Graxcer, Special Class, Moseley Road, Birming-
ham.

1 would snggest that a piano he supplied. -

Afiss Joxes, Barton Hiil Mixed School.

T should like to sngwuest that the speciai class sheuld
bo held in a building apart from thas in which the
ordinary school is held, also that ladies and gentlemen,
other than members of the special commitice, be
invited to specially interest themsclves in these poor
little ones. :

Miss Cocax, Special Class, Brighton and - Preston
3chool Board. : -

From experience in this class it has been found
desirable to provide toys of all kinds, particularly
building bricks, soldiers, mechanical and steam working
toys, spinning tops, &o. for the boys. Dolls of all sizes
to dress and undress for the girls. Dolls houscs, tea
und dinner services. These all form excellent conver-
gatjon and object lessons, and- also- attract the children
acd encourage regular aftendance. o

Several of the boys seem to have a turn for wor ing
in wood ; where practicable it may be desirable fo allow
o technieal teacher or carpenter twice or thrice a week,
so far the boys have proved quite trastworthy with edge
tools. '

Tf the special class is near a cookery or’ Inandry
centre it will aflord opportunity for the clder irls to
have training in those branches; several girls 1o this
class have proved quite capable of jndustrial training.

\Where possible 1l seems very desirable .to provide a
hot, cheap, snd nowrishing dinner at o fominal sum,
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for those children whose homes are at too great o Tho head teacher shounld always make notes of violent

distance to allow them to return home in the middle of
thB dﬂy-

Miss Wisox, Special Class, Benson Road, Birmingham.

1 shonld like to sngpest that the committee recom-
mend cach speoial school be supplied with a piano.

Mrz. SwinpvBNE, Harfley RBoad Specia
ol y d Special Contre,

May I bring the following suggestions before the
Committee P

1. That children before attending a special elass be
exsamined by a medical man because the mental
capabilities of o child are so dependent upon the
phys:t[c'nhl.

2, That very young teachers be not allo 3
charge of such ghjldr%n. wed fo fake

3. That the teachers chosen for this work be of the
best, good disciplinarians, not of excitable disposition,
very sympathetie, kind but firm. One who is not a
good teacher of ordinary school children wonlid be of
no use in training children of = special centre.

4. That the more intelligent children be kopt from
the others, because children are such clever copyists
they would acquire easily any bad habit existing in
c_:lnldren, move defeciive. Our children are divzi’ded
into two classes, and we counld really do witk three.

Miss TronrxTOX, Albion Special Centre Nottingham.

It scems to me that the age Ior these children to
leave gchool should be raised to 16 years in the casc of
those children who show signs of development.

In many cases the children have just begun their
mental growih when they are taken sway from school.

The age of 13 is a transition period in 2 boy’s and «
girl’s life.

If possible, at this period such children should have
good pleasant and instruetive environment.

Mrs. Cravex, Special Class, Board School, Thornbury.

I might suggest that, so far as I am able to judge
these children could hbe splendidly taught if they were
placed in a school, with say about 60 on roll, noé more
unger a head tflz]nch]fr with two assistants. !

Assistants who have just passed scholarship, as I
think they wonld more readill; fall in with the Ii)dca: 0%'
the head teacher,

The mistress to divide them into three divisions
placing the worst cases, defective speech, sights &e.
together under her own care always dealing with the
worst cases herself. N

I think the mistress herself shonld be of the average
height, strong-willed, well able to econérol her own
temper, for with a basty temper she wonld do more
harm than good, in fact one who would take an interest
in ﬂlp children as though they were nearly related to
her, is more suited to have charge of these cases than
one who wonld teach them for the sake of teaching

only.

T think also that these children should always leave
gchool a few minutes before the ordinary schoolz so us
4o escape the taunts of ordinary children.

outbursts of femper, or if she noti ing v
ofices anything
strange, for the dgct(’)r’s perusal, yHnE vey
I think the children in these classes ought to be
caned only in very severe cases.

Miss P1ckanDp, Thornton Lane Board School, Bradiord.
. We should not be expected to adhere_invariably to o
ime-table or to work to o scheme based on the lines of
an ordinary school. It strikes me as being rather
ridiculous to take « number of children from a school
pub them in a separate class because they are unable to
do the work in an ordinary school, and then examine
them on almost the same lines.
Take the last sewing report: * Knitting has been
taught with success; hemming uceds practice.” This

.refers only to a child who cannot be taughi to

gew, in spite of the fact that she gefs practice. Then,
again, take singing. Out of a tfotal of 12 children
admitted at first, nine were ‘* grunters,” i.e. net allowed
to smg in an ordinary school, and yet these same
children are expected to do the work of Standard I.
Yt scems to me also there should be some sort of
uniformity of opinion as to what is required. the
expectation of ard suggestions made by the doctor
being totally different to those of anybody elsc.

2, The hours might with advantage be made a ittle
shorier. I do not secm to get through any more work
than when each meeting was half an hour shorter.

Miss Hrtemy, Special Class, Barkerend Beard School
Bradford. ’
In the periodical examination sufficient allowance is

scarcely made; too much is expected for the time from
these children. It Is quite impossible for many to
reach the work of the scheme expected from us in one
year. There would be no loss in the work done by
materially shortening the school hours.

Mifs ‘Wilcox, Usher Strect Board School, Bradford.
bave no sugoestion which I wish to bring
the Committee. 0 briug before

The regular visits of the superintendents and the
rc]iti]rts {;h}ey semud Lelp me a great deal.

The children are also examined regulirly -
by s Tt couelirly and noted
AMigs WirrrLey, Whetley Lane Board Scheol, Bradford.

((Ic_t.) Tlmt] th{; liours should be shorter than In the
ordinary schools, so as to aveid coming in ¢ it
ordinary chi]drc;n. ming in cont:_icl'. with

(1) The children who are seni o these classes should
come from the infints’ department, as bhoys coming
from the u(l)per departments are as a rule rongh and
very disorderly. ”

{c.) E&‘Emt; regular visits should be made Ly a doctor.

(d.) That these classes should not have to be worked
up for c?'lnmn}agmnhin clementury work, except in such
eases, where it 15 thonght, that the pupil might be sent
bagk te the ordinary school. PHPIEIETR Do senv

(e.) It would be beneficial if these ¢hildren when they
leave echool, could be placed in institations where they

would be taught a suitmable occupation and be under
coustant supervision.

APPENDIX C.

Axswers to Questioxs addressed to Orpickrs of INstiruTioxs fer Inlots and TMBECILES,

. .@ 1. Can you express, by esnmples or descripii
the degree of menlal defcc{ whic}?, according t{)u&né
practice of your institution, must be present in a child
aged 7 to 14, in order that it may be certified ag
imbecile ? :

A, The patient comes fo the institution already
:.-.P}*tgl.ﬁeq 1_)3,; a medical practitioner as an **idiot ”“Pr

imbecile.”  If in mental capaciiy the child is much
below the average normal child, he would be con-
sidered imbecile. The average normal child must be
the standard of compnrison. All eases of mental defect
are_ certifinble as imbecile or idiotic. Among the
indications of imbecilily are greatly retarded dc‘;elop-
ment, both pbysicul and mental; deficiency of curiosity
and..observation—not acking questions as ordinary

children do; often ignorance ol ihe commenest things
or phenomens, as hardly knowing the right band from
the left, their parents’ names and their own, the places
from which they have come and where they are, the
days of the week or the names of the month; ivability
1o do simple counting, been to school and found unable
1o learn; _dn]l, vacant expression; cannot fix attention ;
deficient in memory, judgment, foresight, and re-
flection ; dulness of the senses; ncrvous and other
physieal peculiarities; eannot take care of themselves.
An inqairy is made as to health, habits, propensities,
temper, and _disposition, when the imbecility was first
Ebs&z;‘}\l'cd_anbd li]i‘s supposed cause, family history as to
ealth, imbecility, insanity, epileps hthisis
heveditary di:-:casz? ’ 5 cpilepsy, rathisie, or

Kk 2

Appendix B,




	目次に戻る（Return to contents）

