CREMATION COMMITTEE.

NOTES OF EVIDENCE.

4 The followmg are cmulensccl notes of the cvtdence taken b y the C’ommzttee Theyhave in each
§ -case been revised by the witness. At Dr. Stevensow's request certaim portions of Ins evidence
| -velating fo cases now sub Judlce wid other confidentiul matters, have been omiltted.
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FIRST DAY. .

e

. : o - 24t October - 1902..
PRESENT :
o M QL E Tnour, CB. (Ckcm man} : _ . Dr. Parsons.
B - Mr. W.P Byr~E, c.B. : - -
o ' _ _ _ - \Ir WHBEL}.R (Secz etaz :;)
4 . Sir H}:snr Troxpsox, ‘Bart., F.R.C.5,, cal]ed and Exa.m_\ned e o - Str .
; . . ' TAompson,
1 (Ghan man.) Slr Henry Thompson, you.are Pres1— B < A Wbat. sort of in do you expect the second B2 ,F.R.C.S.
4 rdent of the Cremation Society of England —Yes. medical man to make He certifies that he has care- o 21 Oct. 1
§ 1% And, without poing into details, we may say that fully and separately investigated the cm‘:nmsl:am:ea -
1 .for the last 28 years you have had more to do with the connected with the death. '
§  introduction of eremation into Engla.nd than anyone 10. Does that mean that fie has exannned the dead
q -else?—Yes. . ‘body 2—No ; examined the circumstances, * -
X . 2.-You have written ‘much on the subject. The Com- . 11. How-In nine cases out of ten the case is per-
4  mittee has before it your book on “ Modern Cremation,”  fecfly clear.
4§ -and an article in the new “ Encyclopwedia Britannica.” 12. How far is the second man mdependent of the
¥  Yon also gave evidence before the Select Committee cf ' first ?—He says, “1 don t anyﬂnn th that
4 tho House of Commons on Death Certification, whose not erfect] yclear see g there is
§  eport we havel—Yes. 13P It nght mean ht‘tln more than saymg “T think
h3 RYD;‘ILHOW ti‘?i%‘e Cremation Act recenﬂy recelved you may entirely trust the certificate given in so-and-
o "the Royal Assen es. . so” ?—Yes, it might mean little more than that. -
4 3*. Do you know the Ac{'- pretty well ?—J ]mve had .

2 it before me. . 14~ These certificates are sent direct to you by ‘L'he

3 : " “medical man ?—Yes, by the first medical man.
-4 4. You know that Sectlon 7 of that Act prov:des for-r .

regulations on certain points being made by the Secre- 15. After hie has filled it in, he does not show it to

“tary of State? The reference to this Committee is to the nearest relative I do not know that he does.
drait regulations for the consideration of the Secretary * 16, If he had anything unfavourabls to say, it wou]d
of State in exercising his powers under that section;. —not be seen by the relatives ?-—Probably not. -
| foemen pan b e o of (e comdiins P 17 So tata medical . can spesk i ey G
3 'quired I—The great point is the certification. I drew you in giving this certificate uite so. -
4 up a series of questions with great care, to be answered 18. If satisfied with these two cértificates, do you gn'e

- :and signed by two medical men. If the answers are the order for the cremainon?—Yes, Tused to do so. I
‘not ]omcal we send for an explanation, and if- ﬂhat is wrote “Approved” on the certificate—that was the -

T

At iy

not satxs[actory decline to cremate.” . " asuthority for carrying out the ﬁ)rocess ATR this is now
- 5. You require the two medical cerhﬁcates in every done by Mr. Herring, of 50, Harley Strest. - -
i§  -case?—Yes. 0 19. You ha-nded the certificates to the secretary?—
4 6. The first certlﬁcate is, g1ven by the actual at.” Yes. ST
: 'tendant'?—Yes o * - 20. He gives mstmchons to the man at Wohng?— -
d ' 7.°And if there wes no medical attendance—-—a caso - He is always on the spot. - - SR
: of sudden death——you would insist on a post-mortem? — 21 You have got to do the work very qmckly ?—Yes.

“We have no objeciion %o a.slnlled thol b '
: -pr;era‘fco;‘oneg’s mqu;st in snch cI;:es quSt’ but w<o . ~22, Do you think your prachce ouﬂht to be generally

8. Generally speaking, unless you can get the certaﬁ- adopted ?—1 do.

te from the attendant of the d ed § *23. You think it ought to be the bams of the arrange-
g ,g; ?nqglélst?—?—';es ﬁ:st of ﬂleweeccioa:&e,xg'g;};ri:s- & mexic at all the crematoria?—Tt has been adopled by

the &

tendant. We say, “Tour Teport is not clear.” It jz - all the crematoria in England and Scotland..

H . also very important to know if the man died at hts own - 24 They edch have an oﬂicer ho'ldmg' the poat which
4  house, a friend’s house, an hote, or Iodmnﬂhouce. e held 2 VYes. -

q €C66. , 7 - S S R
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Sir H.
Thompson, -
- Bart.,F.R.C.S.  26. In framing regulations, do you think we can give’
24 Oot. 1902,

Mr. J. C. 8-
Hawham.

29 Oct. 1902.
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95. He receives these certificates, examines them,
and if he is satisfied, permits the cremation{—Yes. -

instructions to the medical officers in charge as to the
points which would have to be raised on these certifi-
cates? If cremation became general, could it be left
to the discretion of the medical officer who has been
appointed to act for the crematorium #—X think so.

27. You cannot suggest any rules which should be

laid down for his guidance 7—I cannot suggest anything -

further than what we have here. = = -

28. Could you lsy down any rules which would help
medicai officers who have not your experience #—I think"
not. At the same time I think no man who has not
studied the subject is qualified to certify as to the canse
of death. He should at least be acquainted with the

_ facts and the reasoning whick are to be found in
on “Modern Cremation,” pp. -

Chapter VI, of my wor.

130-155 inclusive, - - - ) -

29. You shink it must be left entirely to their discre-
tion 7—Yes. '

30. You always insist or an inguest if you have not

" got a certificate from the person’s own medical

attendant +—If we are not satisfied with the evidence

- respecting the death we sometimes write to the coroner.

31. This certificate is drawn up for the purpose of
being signed by the medical man who attended the
deceased. If he will not give it, will you take anyone .

. else’s certificate?—\We do not say we will not do it.

32. (Dr. Parsons.) In the case of a person killed by

accident, and an inquest held, would this certificate -

still be required 7—=No ; the coroner’s inquest takes it off
our shemlders. B St
33. (Chairman.) Are you always satisfied
coroner’s cerfificate ?7—Yes. _
34.(Dr. Parsons.} Can you tell us in what number
of cases suspicious circumstances have arisen%—Nof a
great many. -~ ’ . :
- 35. Are the certificates retained for future reference?
—I do not mow, but I think so. -
. 36. Could Mr. Herring give us information as to the
proporiion of cases _in.which certi:ﬁcgtes-ha.ve 'b_een ap-

with_the

- - :proved 7—I doubf it.

- 37.-Has your society ever refused to cremate anyone?

‘——Certainly. - - - - o .

. . 38. In how many cases?_—Yery_réxrely indeed.
*"'39. If the case failed to comply with these conditions,
would the representatives of the deceased, nevertheless,
under the Act have any legal right to demand crema-
tion 2—T think not. - — e

“éannot

NOTES OF EVIDENCE:

_ 40. What would happen if the second of these certifi-
cates failed to conform to the first7—We should demur-
to doing it, or demand an expert. - . 7 _

_ &1, Has that ever happened *—I do not remember any
case where the second medical man has not done it.

2. (Chairman.) I presume if the second man would.

" not certify, the case would never come to you ?—Every

doctor has got a friend who trusts him. .

43, But does that not detract from the second certi-
ficate as an additionnl safeguard #—No ; if the first man
; give a clear account of it we must have an’
sxpert. S : -

44. What would you think of the plan of using a
public man—for instance; the DMedical Officer of
Health 2—Precisely -what I have suggested; it would
be a better safeguard. :

45. If the first certificate was supervised by a public:
man ?—Certainly. - . o : -

46. Tf all these formalities took a long time as com-
pared with the ordinary certificate, that would be a dis-
tinct disadvaniage2—Of course, it depends upon the
distance from the crematforium ; 24 hours oumght to-

“suffice for obtaining all"the information.

" 47, (Mr. Byrne.) The certificate of an aﬁthority who-

was indifferent, and examined the first certificate as a-

maiter of business would be much better #—Yes.

““28. Would you confine it to Medical Officers of Health:
or some doctor employed by the local authority 7—I
think some doctor known to be good and snfficient for:

 the purpose. '

-49, You do not lay stress on his necessarily being a
Medical Officer of Health 7—No. B :

50. If we were to tie them down by regulations it
would be possible that there should be a regulation
that no cremation should take place unless the certifi-
cates clearly showed that death was not due tor foml
play 7—This plan has worked so well that I do not like-

-to commit myself. ,

51. But there might be a great lack of uniformity
in the way in which doctors exercised their discretion—
in one district loose certificates might be received, in-
another they might be over scrupulous?—We refase to
cremate under suspicious circumstances. Bub wvide

- the proceeding which we have occasionally adopted,
- described at page 145 in Chapter V1. already referred fo.

. 52. Do you think we onght to say that cremationr
shall not take place unless the possibility of orime is:
positively excluded?—That is what I have tried tor

accomplish by these certificates.

SECOND DAY.

- 29¢h, October _1902.-." h

PRESENT : - -

" M. CJE. TroUP, ¢B. (Chairman).
© Mr. W.P.ByrNg,cB. -

Cremation Society P—Yes; .- - 7
.54, You know its practice well —Yes.

L

Sion: ?—Yes. - :

55. You know the Cremation Act of the present Ses-

56, And you know the Reference to this Co;_nmittee is

. to,draft the regulations under that Act?—Yes.. .

56%. The chief point we have to consider in drafti ing -
- these Aregqla.tiqns,is_what_should be the conditions pre-

. cadent to cramation 1—Yes.

SR et s S e R el D

" §3. (Chairman.), You are Honorary Secretary to the

" Dr. PARSONS.

" Mr. WHEELER (Secreidry).

* Mr. J. C. Swispossz Havma, Barrister-at-law, called; and Examined.

- with the application >—Yes; the application is made to-

" " the Society on this form (App. IIL) by the executor

* or person taking charge of the funeral, and then we a
once ask for the name of the medical mnan who has-
attended the deceased, and also the name of the second
medical man to whom we can refer.:~ =~ -~ .- <

. .58. These. two names are both given by the person
making the apnliestios —Yea. We also ask for the pro-
duction’ of.-the ordinary certificate of registration off

death, commonly known as ‘the _certificate: for. burial,. ¥

57. In the p;-ﬁctice of the Cremation S-ociety‘you‘begin- '
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MHaving got the name of the first medical man, we forward
him Form C (App. IIL), which is accompanied by this
letter of 8ir Henry Thompson's (App. IEL). This calls-

his attention to the fact that it is proposed to cremate -

the body. - : ' _ .
59. What sort of inguiry does the second medical man.

" make?—

* #7 certify that I have, in relation fo the expressed
-“desire that the deceased should be cremated, carefully
« andseparately investigated the circumstances connected
“ with the death. I declare that-there are no circum-
¢t gtances connected with it which could, in my opinien,
““make exhumation of the bedy hereafter necessary.

p Signed ...ceccveene erssssansneesetanirarasasoiee
“Professional Tifle ...coeocoeeieievniiiviinnnnne.
€ AQALEES <urevesraremrssorsasiversssrmsasmsnaincanel

Date c.oveeeiriiiisecrsacessnsessans »

“That is the certificate he signs. I should take it it varies -
.according to the circumstances. No doubt if he had abso-

lute confidence in the medical man who gives the
first certificate he would  make little or mno in-
-quiry. - I do not suppose he makes the invesfigation
-this certificate would suggest. The best way to pubitis

“-that the. certificate is a sort of guarantee—we look to

the names of tha signatories as well as to the substance
-of the certificate. - The certificates when forwarded to us
.are referred to Mr, Hérring, our medical referee; he
approves or rejects them. Then, in the case of approval,
‘we-issue a warrant for cremation. ' That is made out in
duplicate (App. IIL.); one is handed to the undertaker
-or relatives, the other is sent to our superintendent

ot Woking, and he has strict orders not to cremate any-

-one without the production of the duplicate warrant,
, 60. You preserve the certificates P—Yes,

61. (Mr. Byrne.) What do you do with the registrar’s

-v:ertificate of the registration of deathP—Return it after

. dinterfere in any way ?—No.

we have seen it., We enter the defails in our register

-of cremations.

- 62. You leave the decision on the application entirely

‘to Mr. Herring —Yes. . R
63. If he writes “approved * across it you would not

64. (Chairman.) If he has any doubt about a caseP

—Then we make further inquiries. In extreme cases .

-an anfopsy is demanded.

. 65. What sorb of certificate do you have when there
is ‘an_auiopsy +—~MMr. .Herring has made the auntopsy

. “himself, and thus no further certificate was necessary.

jir

. 66. In that case there is no certificate ?—No.

67.- Do you ever insist on an inquest being held P—
"We have frequently said we will not cremate until an in-
-quest has been held. o

- 68. Then you consider the coroner’s certificate is satis-
factory P—Yes, as superseding everything else. If his
attzniion is called to the facts he would then satisfy

~ “himself that cremation might take place; upon that we

-should act. . i

69. (Chairman.). Part of the application is that the
«deceased

" dnsist upor that?—No; I think that was merely pub

:a wife against the decision of the executor?—Not that
~ "Iremember. ' ' R e

-in to satisfy people; the executor is omnipotent. -

. 70. Have you ever had an appiica.ﬁoxi with those words
:struck oubt2—No. = i

. .71, (Mr. Byrne.) Have you ever had a -Iimt&at from

72. If there were a protest }o’u would hear of itP—
73. Distant relatives sometimes apply for.leave to ex-
"hume a body—would you cremate a. person on such an
-application +—I think so. . .
. 78. Tf the medical certificates were all right ?—Yes,
- 75. (Chairman.) Do_you make any condition as to
-the’ medical man not being o relative of the deceased?

~—No; interest is not always confined fo relatives. .

" * 76, In drawing up regulations; you would suggest that
‘-we should {ake your practioe—these certificates—as -
:sort of basisP——1I think it would be neeessary to have -

-something of the kind. "~ ‘
 69EG. '

77. At any rate, the certificates ought to be a good MMy J. C. 8

deal stronger than in the case of burial ?—Yes. -

Hanham,

" 78. Do you think that it would be batber that the og gor. 1

second medical man should be some independent per-
son, named either by the cremation authorities or pos-
sibly by a Government Department ?—I think it would
be better 0 have a recognised official. It would save
much trouble, as one would get to know his signature.

‘79. Every cremation authority ought to heve a medical
referee holding the same position which Mr. Herring
does, to examine the certificates 7—It needs an expert to
examine the certificates to make them usefal. S

80. You wonld say that these certificates ongh
be examined by a medical expert?—I think they onght,
to make them’ effective. o

8L (Mr. Byme.) Do you go so far as fo say We
could not do Jess than that?—Yes, in view of anything
like a large pracidce of cremation. -~ 7

82. (Chairman.) It would only be extending your
practice P—Yes; it would add a little to the expense.

83. There is no doubt the first certificale ongnt to
come from - the -regular medical atiendant of - the
deceased 7—Yes, I think he is the only man. .
. 84. If there were no medical attendant would it be
necessary to_have-a post-mortem?—I don't quite know
what Mr. Herring would say; I think he would be

b to

‘largely. guided by the nature of the disease, and ths-

special circnmstances; if there were a doubt we shonild
insist either on an aufopsy or an inquest. o
85. Would it be desirable that. the first certificate
should state whether he is a relative of the deceased
or interested in his death ?—It would be just as well.

_ 86. Do you think the second certificate ought to be -
~ more in detail P—I do not see how you could gebit. -

B7. Might it, ab any rate, state on. what the medical
man who signs it bases his opinion—whether he has
made any independent inguniries —That wonld be more
drastic. oo o T

88. Nothing could be more drastic than the present
wording 1-—Ne, perhaps not. -

.--80. Would it cause any difficulty to ask for mors

detuils?—This second certificate is generally a diffi-

. culty ; people do not like it.

90.. You do not know what fees are paid for those
certificates #—No. ' -
* 91, (Dr. Parsons.) Do youn think the second eerkifi-

cate is really any safeguard /I do mot think it is . .

much. -

92. Seeing the thing comes before -ra medical referes, .

might it not be reserved for cases in which, owing to

relationship, it is desirable t¢ have corroboration?—

Yes, in the event of foul play it could be filled up in a
regular way. - _ , -

83. (Chairman.) Do most of your cases come from
Yondon +—Yes. ’ '

94, If you named the second man, would there ba
much- difficulty -about getting a man?—I think thers

" would in London, because these things are done very
f th . quickly ; in small country towns it is easily arranged.
ressed mo objection to cremation; do yom - g - - '

95. (Dr.  Parsons.) What class do your cases come

- irom #—Not the very poor; it varies a good deal. .

96, {Chairman.) Is there a prospect of cremation

- being so carried out as to make it available. for working -

people?—I do mot think so, exeept by parochisl
anthorities. -~ . . - .
87. (Dr. Parsons.). The cost. of fuel is',cbnsiderahlei_

—No; at Woking about 12s: on the average. -
98. Do the formalities. between. death:and cremation

are prompt with the certificates. I do not think there

- would be much delay in London, especially if the

undertaker knows his work. -

99. Does the obtaining-of the second certificste add

~ to the length of time?—Yes; it has always been some

little tronble. - - o
- 100. (Chairman.) If you named the second man and
paid him, you would have to raise your fees?—Yes.

. take more time than in the case of burial t—Not if they -

101 (fr. Byrne.) Of course, you notice what the .

second. certificaie is, from the point of view of the pre-
vention of crime, immeasurably sironger than the first?

-‘—Yes; it should be borne in mind that when Sir

52
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cremation movetqent,ha '
ossible to
ing going

L . S. Henry Thompson started this cr
HEJK&E mzuiey these regulations as strmgel;t as
 —— save the society from. the chance of an
%9 Oct. 1902 wrong, . _ ‘ 7 o
| - 102. In fact, you wonld nob recommend us to a.ullll ::
getting such a certificate; you would preferl ﬂ :he
some responsible public man #—Yes, that would be
' ideal thing. e - _

- 103. You do .not.think- it necessary to aim at any-

thing so strict as that?—No. -~ . SRR

" 104. The first certificate, improved or no$ in its tifrn‘ns,-
 with the endorsement of a responsible public au _:;:ﬁ

is all we onght to aim at?—Yes; that would give it the

imprint of responsibility. =~ " ‘

. 105. {Chairman.) If you had a public officer l;ol: :..11::
purpose, would. it not be desirable that he should mt.
‘some in;resti'gation.?—Could he make any investigation
“worth having? It would only be by hearsay.” -

106. (Mr. Byrne.) Do you think it would be aclns:i ve
able for him to say,-either “I have _ca;}'efnlly Eé
geparately investigated the circumstances,” or, 1n e 2
alf'ernaﬁve «7 have not considered that any separ:;.b
"inveStigatit;n was necessary 77 -Of -course it would be
absnrd to carefully investigate some dgaths;-—:l!'les._th. t
- 107 public officer simply said: “T declare tha
'th:éuz-.l-'r::fmisglnc;: of -this case jusiify c;emaj;u:iq, _12

.would be a certificate that an honest man con% giv

~-and- it would probably be aseffective +—Yes, _thmk

" so; if too much is asked it will not be :one. : o

' ‘gob : ‘the crematorium -

108. You have not gob a place at rium
‘where you conld make a post-mortem ?.—_—Yes.‘ T
© 108*. Could arrangements be made in case of_. I@e{ay
in granting certificates ?—VYes. " o i .t s

109. - ‘you had-any proposal fo cremate
reig%ni?:ﬁ 'p);rscn alre_ady'bungd}?—fWe havgr had one
‘or two cases. o e
“'110. In that case
 tificates =—-No, if the death

‘in

; 1d not insist on ‘the cer-
Tea m];]lmrl faken place some time

111, (br.
vauits 1(1nder London churches,
sary to have certificates ~—No. e o <b ]

, If there were a statutory register of urnings.
it ir]:]&ild be something like yours7—Yes. Hitherto the
Registration Acts have not applied to cremations, .:_io
we voluntarily framed a register. . S
- 113. (Chairman.) Now the register will have a statu-—
tory. effect7—Yes. . - N - )

. u take any responsibility for the disposa
'ofnttl‘le%n{‘;ins after 3:.zrema.i;ion 2—Ye§; we mean to
make this a feature at Golder's Green. o

115. I suppose you hand over the ashes to the rela-
tives if they wish it?%—Yes. ot . -

. (Mr. Byrne.) Do you think : at the regulations-
well:%gve(torsug!glesb ghould aim at prohibiting cremation -

NOTES OF EVIDENCE:

X . cases of bodies taken out of
) s it would not be neces-

every case unless it was proved positively that foul

' e the -
' nld not have taken place, or merely take
11‘)::; (::%nsiderable precautions that these. cerﬁﬁcatﬁs
imply 2—I think that the former would negative the-
‘advantages of the Act. - - .

117. Do you think we should go so far as to exclude

, of gastritis, where the cause might be doubt-

. ?ﬁiﬂﬁuﬁ hardl’y_ think g0; in a case like that
it wonld be going too far to say that it must be posi-

tively proved that the cause of death was not due to-
crime, | : o

' ti on’ fusal to
.. 118, Still less would you recommend a refuss .
cremate a person dying of such illness?—I think so.

119. (Chairman.) You sometimes keep portions of

~ ‘fhe remains ?—1I have'not known of any in practice..

120. That is not part of the -prz_sé:ﬁcé_?—;-N?.' o
121 You think it would be better to insist on- the:

examination at once 2—I think se. ﬁ . .

" 122, (Mr. Byrne.) You. have no definife recom-
.mendatgon as tofl‘cr_emat-ions of bgdles already buried 'I_;
.—We have had very small experience of this; two or*

‘three cases perhaps.

Mr. WHEELER (Sécretuary). '

Jook o the age of - the patient, the sex, the

_previously.
THIRD DAY
30tk - October 1902.
- 1rm:snsr::'_
Mr C. E. Trour, c.u. (Chairman), 7 7 " Dr. Parsoxs.
=AM, W PoBynxg,eB. - - L -
V T o FEREE % Mr. Henpent Troxas HERRING, M.B, B.5., c_alleli; and Examined.
Hr..-.'____,.,_g_,. R i - . -
Herring, - L . -
M.R, DS i03 (Chairman.) Mr. Herring, you are Medical ,

"3 1902, Referee to the Cremation Society of England 7—Yes.
%0 Dct. 70 - 124, You know this Committee has to prepare draft re-
!-'"tflations under Section 7 of
g N fo tell s what your prictice
- 125. We should like you to tell ns what your pr .
is.lz%"t;w 'ullalcsl];rstand yoi require t_he certificates of _tw&;
* medical men in support of an application for cremation
- —Yes, the secretary sends notice of the reqmrerm.eni‘s_
_of the Society.to each of the medical n:lan.eélll rtlﬁ
- 1126, And the first thing is-the two m cal certifi- -
' f:ai;];azs'6 ?;%ree certificates, -First, the Registrar’s burial -
- certificate, which is required as evidence that the proper
authorities have sanctioned the burial' of ‘the body.
: Next, I have a request from-the next-of-kin oriexecutor
- that, the cremation may-take place. That requirement
is made in order to protect the Society from an- action

- . hereafter, and to prevent any unauthorised person from -

"endeavouring to dispose of the body. Then I have the

medical certificate of the Society signed by fwo regis- |

* rotered: practitioners’, the first paragraph of which gives

premises . in  which
" condition as to marriage.

th -took ~place, -and the
deaI read the medic_'.;il certificate
carefully, 10 see 1f it explains satisfactorily the caunse

the Cremation Acf. of this . ‘of death. The first point is to see if the initial cause

; acei if it i 5 - ported to the .
i dental ; if it is, the case must be reporte the
zso:ol:;zr.e?Ag;in, if the deceased was a young unmarried

- fernale; who had been in good health up to the time of

“her fatal illness, I should look very closely ab the symp-
1clc?:i.ls‘@ll*tax1d the rélatiqnship of the applicant for cremation
to the- deceased, as an illegal operation might possibly
have been performed. ' . L

127. Would that be likely to appear in the certificate

“ if it had been so?—Well, very possibly nof, especially

¢ § : e
if the giver of the certificate were also the operator: .
;f_mtn ﬁvc},x: has committed such a crime would hardly make-

itten statement, but even then some inconsistency
: !i‘njtrl?é f:lc:t-s given would probably suggest further inquiry. -

T look up the medical practitioners who signed the, cer-
:Eiilig::;'pi%?the MedicalPRegistér or- Medical Directory,

" me a’general statement of the:case. I examine this to © I d6 niot accept his certificate at all. I would not allow

I

* 'poe -that % agrees with the: Reglstmr’s "qért_iﬁqétfe;' I

“any cremation upon a certificate of an —pngeygggggp;ac-
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d ascertain their qualifications. and:position in the
"’?’)?ofégi_ibﬁ.f‘ ‘If a ‘man has been struck off the Register

S AN e e b e [

makes inquiries.

do with that.

next-of-kin or an executor. '

129. (Chairman.) Do you ask ﬁ‘héther he is next-of-

4 kin2 T always ask.

‘Woking I have examined

6 per cent., after receipt of the certificates..

the relatives - Yes, and of the medical man.
cent. i have to report.to the coroner,
mortem. If the certificates are

- amination, or have the case reported to the coroner. -

discovery [
which we communicated with the coroner, and he con-
sidered an inquest necessary. We have had a good
many requiring further investigation, in which the burial
oertificate had been issued, but the cause of death, in

oy e
o

i o my opinion, required further inquiry before cremation

3 could be sanctioned. 7
4 133 (Mr. Byrne) As a matter of fact, yon are in the
position to check both the registrar and the certifying
3 . doctor?—Yes, and if the nearest relative or executor
- . did not sign I should inquire why. :
- ; 13%. What do you do when the irregularity disclosed
is want of relationship ?—T have never refused anyone.
I have told the secretary to make inquiries. If the wife

Yaceeptit. In the case of persons dying abroad, and the
bodies brought here to be cremated, I get the certificate
y of the medical man in aitendance viséd by the British
w Consul, or say: “You can -report the case to the
= . Coroner.”  ° . S :

: 135. In a case ‘of foul play, do you think that
i - under your system. the chances of inguiry being
started before the cremation are greater- than the
ordinary chances . of being found out _afterwards,
3~ aid evidence being available ?—I think so. There are
certain poisnns which are very soon destroyed, even if

(ulich et

3 put in the ground-—in ptomaine poisoning the traces are

destroyed in .a few hours. - - _
" '136. (Dr. Parsons.) You cannot make the net so close

AR

1 “as_to catch a-clever villain who knows the ropes, without
2 "putting a great deal of inconvenience upon a much Jarger
3 number of innocent people F—0f course, you cannot make
3 it ab§o]ute])- certain, unless you make 3 post-mortem
2 examination in every case. I used, when making such
4 examinations, to take ont the stomach, together with
o5 other portions of the viscera, and pub it into pure
: alcohol ; this was afterwards perfectly good for investi-
3 gation. . I . s :
o 137. (Mr. Byrne) In what cases did you do thaf?— "

Wherg we did not get good evidence, 7 :
. 138. Did the relatives know about that P—Certainly.
- 139. (Chairman.) Is that done now ? — We have 2
p:a_t}m]_qgicalexpert_ now. | . -
., 180. When you have a
- requiire it to be conducted

141. Sometimes the
- before the application

AT R

post-mortem examination you -
by your own authority 2~—Yes,
post-mortem examination is made
comes to you ?—That is so, .

, S 142. (AMr. Byrne.) Do you cremate many children #—
- Bome. S - B e R T . .“ . .

im0

Bt
d

7143, Qompargfively few? Yes.

. 4E (Chairman.) Do YOu_make-anj ixiquir_v whether
- the medical man is 5 relative of the deceased >—Yes HIE |
. dbject to the father signing a certificate, :

~ ¢ .-145.. Would it be a good thing to make that Lain of
the face of the certificate #—Yes; of dourse, thg (:vrt:iﬁ1
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&
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- titioner; such cases are referred to the coroner, who _ cate may

128. (AL7. Byrne.) Or does not?—I have nothing to

128%. Reference to a coroner does not mean that an I
& inquest takes place? He makes inguiries, and
P _ says whether an inquest is required or not. I accept a
: eoroner’s warrant at once, provided the applicant is the

130. (Afr. Byrne.) Why is that not in the certificate 7
—It says: “State here whether executor or how re-
Jated.” I make the inquiry, and if the result is satis-
factory, and all the certificates are in order, I counter-
sign the application, and the warrant for cremation is
issued. Out of 2,300 cases of cremation performed at
1,300 certificates, and of this
number ¥ have had to make further inquiries in about

- 132, (Arr. Byrng.) Some drop .the matter —Very
few. - The inquiries of our society have never led to the
of any crime, but we have had two cases in

does not sign she must be too ill ; if the solicitor signs it

be perfectly satisfactory, but relatives should
not sign, . , ,
- 146. (Dr. Parspns.) Might there not be cases in a
country village where the only medical man was a rela-
tive—where it would be difiicalt to get someone else F—
& wouid be difficult to overcome it unless vou have a
medical referee. I should much prefer to have an in-
dependent witness, o . . .
- 147. (Chairman.) What is the value of the second cer-
tificate (App. IIL (1) (c) P—Of course, it strengthens my
hand in this way: it says that the giver of the first
certificate is more or less a man of repute ; he can only

and investigate the case, If No. 1 were a black sheep
he would be rather shy of bringing his certificate fo
No. 2, and even if No. 2 were an easy-going man, and
he knew that No. 1 was not very sound, he would think
- twice _about signing it. On. the other. hand, - if - you

- Pensed with, because it adds a good deal to the expense,
and'is also a hindrance to the acceptance of cremation.

_ _ _ - T do not think there should be any undue hurry about
' 131. (Chairman.) Does that mean farther inquiry of eremating a body. T :
In.2 per
or make a post-
not satisfactory 1 ask
the applicant if he will consent to a ‘post-mortem ex-

. 188. (Dr. Parsons.) If the corpse had to beképtlongeb
it would discount the advantages of cremation, especially
in cases of infections disease 7—T do not think the neces-
. sary inquiries need take any onger. : o
149. (Mr. Byrne.) Ts the second certificate eveT signed
¥ the partner of the first >—Yes, ST
150: Do you take that > Yes. _
151. Subject to the usual conditions >—Yes,
.182. (Chairman.) Do you think, in drawing up regula-
tions, we should require every cremation authority to
have a medical referee holding much the same position
as you do in regard to your Society 2—If the law as to
_death certification is not going to be altered, I think it
_- would, be necessary to have a medical man who knows
the medical practitioners in his district to supervise the
matter, - ) : _— )
153. (r. Byrne.) He should be 2 good man in his

_his diseretion,

SREMATION COMMIITEE. - s R S

Mr. H. T.
- Herring,
M.EB:, ;Brs.
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take what the first man says—he cannof go personally -

have a good medical officer, the certificate might be dis- -

neighbourhood >—Yes, and the decision should be left to~ -

153.* And is it your opinion that the supervision on
the part of such an officer would remove the necessity for
the second certificate ?—Tt is a difficult question.

154. f['he'diﬁicu]_t'y we feel is prescribng a second
t:e%t;lﬁcate which on the face of it is never carried out?
—7Yes. : , :

155. Would a second certificate worded gs strictly as

* that be necessary if you had a medical referee P~No,

156. (Chairman.) If you dispense with the second
medical - certificate, will not it be mnecessary, for. the
medical referee to carry his inquiries rather further than

you do?—I do not see what more he could do,

157. In that case the decision would turn on the -

- medical certifieate of- one man, however incorrect, so
long as it was satisfactory on the face of itP—Yes, = -
158, (Dr. Parsons.) Would it be possible to réquire a -
‘Seeond cernficate in certain classes of cases P—Yes; if the
_-answers were unsatisfactorv I should say, “You must
report to the coroner,” and the coroner, after his in.
- quiry, should give a statement i writing that the body
may be cremated. - - S
'359. (Ar. Byrne.) Do you think the local knowledge
of the police surgeon or medical officer of health would
be of service in judging those certificates >—Tt might be,
160. You would.not lay much stress on'it?—No, -

161 B.ul_; the medical referee’s L’noiviédgé of the medi-
cal practitioners of his district would be of use, would it
ot P—That is important, o T

., 162. The medical referee in a provincial town would

_be'in a better position to know their antecedents than
you would ?—Yes. - I think it is important that wherever
Jour crematorium is there should be n medical referee, -
Of course, if you give the coroner the -power, the neces-
sity for the pathologist wonld go. = )

163. (Chairman.) Do you think the sort of inquiries
the coroners would make would.be as good for this pur-
-pose as a reference to a patliologist? 'No,. though T
should say ‘that some of ihe ‘coroners make stringent
.inquiries. : o LT

the positive prohibition of cremation; except in cases
where foul play is absglutely excluded by the evidence,
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robab(lle? Wc;uld_yon l;ii:’-
criminate between diseases? Would you, lor insta
be exce;etio;ally strict in cases of gastritis?—I shpyli
not refuse the case, but I sh.ould_ make careful m{;;;sne
65. Suppose a certificate came up-— or
pti:ﬁrnsainen%%isoning-,—how far would you go?—-'.l?sc]:1 ?1?1
official analyst if necessary. X he is satisfied X tl'? d
bo satisfied. You can only go to the highesh anthor
ties. : : _ 7 ) .
166. Would you go to the best authority 7—Yes, I
would not cremate where there was doubt ; v
167. think that the question of analysis, efc.,
shigrlld .lfglieit to the discretion of the medical reierseet?i
and shonld not be the subject of any of the prppoh
‘regulations 2—Yes, he can apply to the coroner, who,
of course, can take steps as he may think necessary -
168. Would you give a cremation anf,hont_y POWer |
refuse i:remaﬁoi?—lf the referee had signed the cerbifi-
cate, and the company wished to reject 1t?ﬂl o
'168%. Yes?—They could scarcely ignore the opinion
of their own repreientative. They want to perform as
many cremations as possible. :
. 169, Bat the medical referee?—Of course he can
refuse. . _

170. You think that by the regulations he should be
a'blz 20 reg:se without stating reasons 7—He should refer

it to someone else. He should report it to the coroner. -

171. But in view of the fact that all coroners are not

NOTES OF EVIDENCE:

i o . . . a]LiD do you not ‘ﬁﬁ]ﬂ{
equally comPeii:;er;g z:ﬁ(l]b 331111]? med%:-'iﬂ ‘referee absolute

h -
&?&ﬁg ::fguse a cremation? Certainly, and I should

inls Registrar
ike “say that I think the Regis
Z};];?ialsto shon{d be a little more literate Eianm:l: _
frequently is. At the present time he is the o‘1 yﬂl n
who has any power to guestion certificates of .:;other
cases that are nob reported io the coronex;.1 Tothe?
int is that the questions: “What was the urah n of
lﬁ.l?s last illness?” “Did you lﬁatte_n& ];mit.hmt;gu to:] 1"
; requi e slight modification to bring
if;?f;%ﬁeﬁ;[; the %nedical man was in attendance on
thedeceased._ S . - 7
Dr. Parsons.) What causes would come respec-
tiv:g? u(ndrér Questio?;s 4 a_nd"%}ﬁ ’ihe ﬁrs:h ::eﬂ.;ctaul :'G;E
i uld say: at was
tllfiemdteisea?_s;Y?o-uﬁwiz is sqqr{et fever, you would say scarlet
fever . o - _
173. Tt would be the predisposing cause?—Tt is the
primary cause of death.’ o
174. 1 feel a little difficuiiy as lo, say, which comes

7 i 1 i 1ti-
der 4 and 52Tt is always a little difficuls. The v
‘J:;tgrcau’;l; of death might be either coma, asphyxis, or

syncope, - R

175. (Chairman.) How would you deal mi‘:h a certifi-
cate wh(ere the can)se of death was given as “diarrhoea,
vomiting, and exhaustion 7—I should have a post-mor-
tem unlass the certificate was signed by a well-known
medical man with good qualifications.

 FOURTH DAY.
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PBESENT 3.

r. C. E. Troup, C.E (Chairman).
Mr. W. P. Byr¥E, C.B. .

" Dr. PARSONS.. *

~

Mr. WHEELER, Secretary.

Dr. Tioxas STevEssos, called ; and Exsmined.

am a Scientific Analyst to the Home Office.”

177. And you have had a very extensive experience
in cases of %oisoning 7—Yes, it extends over the last

30 years. - -

7 it has been explained to yon what the
re%ZrBénias?c}) Eﬁ?: Cllommittee ise;xp that we have to prepare
a draft of 4he Tegulstions to be made under the 7th

" section of the Act#—Yes.

. And the point on which we wish to consult you
is 1i':-?lfe question ,Eg the conditions prece_dfentr {0 crema-

tion 7—VYes.

180. Have yon seen the form of medical certificates

' irman.) Dr. Stevensor is the. exact
176. (Chairman.) Dr. Stevenson, what is
3 Nov. 1902. title of the office you hold under this Department —I

50 per cent. the suspicion occurred between death and
burizl 2—In some cases, yes. o . y
184. Could you say in what proportion of cases 1
arose after burial #—No, I cannot: say that. Inthe x;ﬁery
first case in which I was employed by the Home Office

ici ix weeks after the death in conseguence
.Eéc;o\ﬁoﬁ:.:exil:rrpn‘t g the husband of the deceased, and
her being observed to be pregnant. . The body was ex-
humed, and there was ample evidence that the death

was cue to arsemic. -
Yes, by & medical man of good standing.

in raising the inguiry ?—No.

required by the Cremation Society ?—Yes, I have scen b oo bronght fhe shspicious circumstinces to

their ‘Tegulations and certificates.

i pinion ' hoﬁ far they
181, Can you give us your opinion as to ho !
can he conSiﬁered as sufficient for the purpose for wm‘ilcll )
they are required ?—I think mf some c;sielsl tclggeggyo d
E ient ; i es whic ;
besufficient s bt In the e "do mob thinlk theso

certi uld be of any great value, Evhere.there
e e 1 of interested persons an intention to

me—mansiaughter or mur

' art ; @
zlv:cseit:; gllg zlx'ledical_ and burial authorities.

d still less if the medical attendant in the
'cazgzvjvaﬁlimself the culprit-—Certainly. ‘Some years
a0 T went through all the criminal cases of arsenical
o i of which I had personal knowledge, and in
t. of those cases mo suspicion, no sufficient
had arisen in the mind of the medical

poisoning o
50 per cen
snspicion,

attendant that the case was one of poisoningj:nﬁl_attgr-

- death . S
. 18%. But, I suppose,.in a certain number of that

the knowledge
generally.

of arsenic. i

minent p

§0 on,

the hody had been buried—no suspicion arising. Sus-

185. . Was there a medical certificate in that case+—

185°. (Mr. Byrne) Did he take any promihent part

of the police?—The neighbours

* doctor simpl, confirmed the suspiciong by
hilsagc;:onTll':t? of‘::lzle mplzoius ?—The woman was certified
to have died of so-called English cholera—no suspicion

/ irman.) Supposing this certificate had been
ﬁl%g.ugja%?mm)edica%man, and he had entered it as
English cholers, I presume the medical referee of the
Cremation Society would have made further inquiries?
__The Cremation Society, I think, would—the pro-
ersons in it are men of such undoubted stand-
ing that one could not buk suppose that they would act
“in the best possible way ; but in cases of cholera and
the body would be rather quickly buried, and
there would be a good deal cf time-lost in applying to :
the medical man. It is now so common to have a body - -}

" tion can take place where there have ‘been "certain

. tion to the medical referee.

CREMATION

buried with ouly two or at any rate three intervening
days between death and burial-—formerly it was not
thought decenl in the country to have anyone buried -
under a week. , ) : ,

187*, The point is this: would the additional security
which is afforded by these two certificates be effective
in raising the suspicion P—Undoubtedly it would have
some effect, hut it would be most effective in cases
where there hid been no manslanghter.

188. We understand that the Cremation Society
thinks that-the second certificate is not of great value?
—1 do not sce how they can get an investigation made

. by 'a really competent man unless someone pays him a
fee of at least 3 guinea. '

189. As a matler of fact, they rely on the first certifi-
cate. They have a qualified medical adviser, and un-
less he is perfectly clear that the cause of death is stated
there in a way which excludes the probability, if not
the possibility of poisoning, he will not pass the case.
Now we have got to discover some system which will
serve the same end and would be of general application ?
~—Of course, the submission of certificates of death in
all cases to the medical officer of health of the district
might be of advantage. :

190. The first suggestion is that there should be a
medical referee independent of the people intereste:,

do you think that would: afford sufficient security ?2—
Rvery precantion of that kind would be an advantage ;
but I would point out that the medical certificaie re-

- quired by the Cremation Society does not set out the

sympioms except inferentially. In a case of cholera,
‘infantile diarrheea, and so on, where there are a great
number of children dying of these diarrheeal disorders
at certain seasons of the year, simply looking at the
certificates wonld cnly lead to this—the conclusion that

_ these diseases wer2 very prevalent at the time,

191. What suggestion would you make?—The only
‘complete thing is to have a post-mortem, and if neces-
sary, some of the viscera reserved ; but that, of course,
‘is impracticable if cremation is to be carried out on a

considerable scale; that is as much precaution as you
can take, _ - .
: 182, (Mr. Byrne.) Postmortem without analysis wonld
not be sufficient ?—It would in the case of most mineral
poisons, but in the case of stryehnine it would not be
of any use whatever. _ '

193. There are mnatural ailmenfs, the syinptoins o1

" which are similar to those of arsenical poisoning 7—¥ith

arsenic it is sufficiently defined—in a vast majority of
cases the symptoms are distinetive. A medical man
who is called in finds the husband and wife on appa-
rently good terms—it does not occur to him to suspect
that there is anything wrong—his business is to cure the
patient. - [The rwitness here gave details of a certain case.}.

194-6. And in that case the medical attendant would
have been able to give a certificate that would have

“passed. the Cremation Society %—I think so. -

'197. But he might have felt some doubt in the
matter —He might. | R :

198. If he had indicated that there was any doubt as

- fo the canse of death, the society would have insisted

on a post-mortem or refused the cremation, so that

* it might have led to further inquiry ?—VYes.

198. (Dr. Parsons.) Does it not rather come to this:
that there ought to be a post-mortem in every case of
gastritis, peritonitis, or cases of that kind %—I think
-50. It is mot-only cases of poisoning against which
yon have to guard. So many cases of exhumation’

have shown that there has been some abortion .
-, attempted or procured. ‘ S

© 200 (Chairman.) Do ¥ou think it would be pbssﬂ)lé
to lay down a rale stating in what class of cases there
must be.a post-mortem {—I think so, where the symp-

toms are those of some known. poison, - excessive

dia?rhtz:sa_," vomiting, more especially where there is
peritonitis—women who die of peritonitis. RS

~ 201. Do you think we could have a rule that no crema-

symptoms ?—Yes; but yon would have to leave discre-
202. Could you draft a rule which we.cditid make a
general one to bind the medical man?—Bind the cre-

- mation authority, too. . - =
-= 203..(Dr.: Parsons.) Or should that be put in the in-

structions to the medical referee.” A -~schedule  of

COMMITTEE.

inslructions might bo drawn up for his guidance, among
them this, as to exercising special precautions in par-
ticular classes of cases?—I think that would be very
much better than the other. If yon form any rule for
medical men it would give rise to great difficulties.

33
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204. (C’lzairman.) You think you would leave a cer- |

tain discretion?—I take it that there
medical referee appointed in each district?
205. Yes, assuming that to be so, do yon think that
all that is required could be done by a general in-
struction: to him that in certain classes of cases he is
to exercise particular care?—I think that wonld be a

wonld be a

very valuable. precaution, and very effective in many

cases.

206. Do you think you could draw up such an in-
struction I would iry to do that ; it would have to
be in very general terms. - ‘ S -

207. (3L Byrnc.) You know the recommendation of
the Death Certification Committee was that no ome
should be allowed to be buried withont either a-
coroner’s order or a post-mortem, or a definite medical

.

- certificate by a qualified man present at the last ill-

ness, and that this recommendation was strongly sup-

ported by many medical authorities:

(Dr. Parsons.) Provision was also ma.de.for a certi-

fied medical man, not necessarily one who had attended
deceased. = - . :

' {Mr. Byrne.) Yes; he was to make a post-mortem if

he could not give a certificate withont,
(IWitness.) It would be a’ very good thing if you
could create a large body of pathologists to conduct
- these post-mortem exdminations. - C _

208. (Afr. Byrne) You must have come across a
good many doctors. What class of doctors wonld be
the ‘most useful for giving these certificates allowing
cremation to take place 7—I think the medical officer of
health might examine the certificates because he studies
the classes of death, and wonld be able to judge as to how

far the wording of the certificate hore any significance
as regards crime. If the case were one of peritenitis
he would have his attention drawn to the various causes
that lead to peritonitis.. He would not be the proper
person to make a post-mortem examination. )

., 200. Each local authority would have to do the best
1t could 2—There onght to be some precaution taken to

see that those who make the post-mortem.are compe-
tent persons. ' R

209*. What do coroners usually do in ﬂm’ﬁatt_er of

post-mortem  examinations >—In London the County

Council employs a Pathologist, but, as a role, a coroner .

calls in a surgeon. Until the last Coroners Act was

passed the coroner was bound to call in the nearest
medical man. ' ' '

210. (Chairman.) That was probably of o wea?.
Yes, it was often very jneﬁ'ecﬁ\'?e. Nogr fhe ?:};s 1{::_; '

the power to require the coron
e loe q 7 : ner to summon expers

210*. Does the County Council pathologist make all
the post-mortem examinations 2—Hae makes & certain’
humber, ST
_ 211, 'With rerard to this question of iﬂ]owing crema-
tion to take place on a coroner's certificate, have you
found that many of the cases of exhumation in which
) . engaged have been cases- where an
gnqu]esb had been ];ﬂd\z without the suspicion of poison-
ing having arisen 2—No, not wh s’ ing
have been held, . , — -‘e're 001‘011‘—'{'_57 duests
212. There have been some cases whera ﬂlé bedy |
been exhumed, and a second inquest held ?——Ygs : a;
had- a- case of that. where a child was buried after a

~ coroner’s inquest, and I had to exhume the body. Two

people were tried for the murder of this child, *
found no poisen, but I must add that there was great

doubt whether it was the - proper body . that ~ was

-exhumed.

213. There have been cases where you have had ex.
humation after an inquest had been held #—No, I don'’t -

~think so, beyond the case I have mentioned. In the -

Horsford case* I am not sure.whether an ;

not been held befors T exhumed the body. -nil[qt‘-}isntkh:g
Inquest had been held. There was special reason for
that, because strychnine had been found. The medieal

~ *Walter Horsford, convicted at’ the Hunts Assxée'. '

: 6th_ June, 1898, o
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" ‘inquests are sometimes done casually,

" - arseni¢c, they have

man diagnosed strychnine poisoning, an analysis was
made, and.then I exhumed the body, becanse grave
questions arose as to the amount of strychnine, _ Cer-
tainly before the inquest was concluded the strychnine
had been found. : ' :

214, (AIr. Byrne.) Have you had cases in which
there has been an exhumation, and suspicious circum-
stances disclosed, not after an inquest, but after the
matter had been referred to a coromer, and he had
said : * This.is not a case where an inquest is neces-
sary.” - Have you had any cases in which suspicion has
arisen after orders for burial have been given by
coroners I—That was so in the Bravo case, I think.t

2i5. Have you come across cases of poisoning where
fhe coroner issued an order for burial without holding
an inquest at all #—1 cannot call one to mind.

216." (Chairman.) Of course, one knows that coroners’
but do you
{h.nk that the coroner’s decision may be generally
{aken as satisfactory?—In the last few - years, with -
regari io poison, it is often very unsatisfactory, in con- .
- sequence of the great difficnlty they met with in getiing
analyses made. You will remember I drew your atfen-
tion to the greab drop in the number of analyses made.
Certainly the rule was 16 or 17 years ago, if the coroner
made a reasonable application for an analysis, you gave
‘the order to make it; bub they find great difficul-
ties in getting analyses. .
'217. When coroners have put: the ‘salient -features
of the case before the Home Office I have some-
{imes gone so far as to say that this is a case in which-
analysis on~ht to be made. The great difliculty 1s to
get the analysis made by competent persons, In conse-
“quence of the coroner not being able to pay a proper
fee for such work, ‘

218, (Ar. Byrne.) Youlmnow that under the Coroners

- ‘Act the local aunthority have. power to fix even a
generous scale of fees?—If certain coroners sent me

" anything fo do 1 should be quite sure to get-my fees
on the same scale as the Home Office fees; but those
cases are very few. Theamount of money spent on these
analyses is trifling. : :

- 219.22. (Chairman.) You think there onght -to be
more cases of analysis made?—I do nof sappose that
“there is £500 a year spent in England on analyses of
viscera. _ _ _ . .

. 993, How long after death can you find the iraces

of the different poisons in the body?—In the case of

There appears to be no Jimit in the cases of arsenic,

antimony, or mercury. [Others] would not be traceable
. after a long time, and when you come {o [others] they -
-wouldnotbefound. . . - - - '

- 995, (Dr. Parsons.) Not after a few daysP—Not after

exhumation. ' 7

9226. (Chairman.) With regard to ‘certain poisons, it

does not much matter whether the body is cremated

or buried five days after death 2—No.

a few days ago in which a woman was given, by mistake,
.-z dose of a very powerful drug—|——}—ten times

- . the proper dose. . The woman ‘recovered ; but if she

had died I do not suppose anyone would have been
. able to find any traces of the drug in the body. '

227, One may say, then, if a medical man wants to

" poison a patient; and goes ‘abont it the right way, it is
- practieally impossible to detect the crime 7—Yes, but
Criminals generally do something that leads fo detec-
_ ¥ion of their crimes. It is astonishing the little laches
which they make. If a medical man, however, was bent
on crime, he could dispose of a person without being
_ found out. - - - o :
« 998, (AMr. Byrnc.) As the law now is, you can bury a
man without a certificate ; but you must give notice to
the registrar within seven days 72— did not know that.

. 920, (Chairman.) There should be for ench crema-

torium a qualified medical adviser 1—Yes.. )
230, 'And he should examine the medical certificates,
~“and in any case of doubt there should be a post-mortem
by a qualified pathologist?—Yes. =~ - - ,
931, You suggest that . this medical officer’ shonld
‘have general instructions as to the cases in which he
should order a post-mortem examination #—Yes. . .

been. found 14 years after death. -

A case occurred .

NOTES OF EVIDEXNCE:

932. Cases which he is to treat with special caution f—
With regard to this class of cases, I think you should get
some surgeon to give you assistance with regard to the
class of cases to be recommended for non-cremation. .

933. You could suggest the cases from the point of
view of poisons?—Yes, I can do that. o

934, What alterations would you suggest in this cer-
tifiente which should be required of the medical at-
tendant of the deceased >~—Tt should be fairly full.

935. Would the certificate required by the Cremation

‘Society be sufficient as it stands, or would you supple-

ment it with particular questions as to the symptoms
of illness P—It might be amplified, I think. I think it
rather hangs on what the instructions to the medical
man should be. o i

236. (Dr. Parsons.) It would be a good thing to have

7 the principal symptoms of the illness stated P—Well, X

am doubtful. It would be-beiter to put it in this
way—were there any symptoms which would point to
the possibility of peritonitis, enteritis, performance of
abortion, poisoning, and so on? I think that would be
vetter than simply symptoms. : , :
237. (Chairman.) Could you enumerate half a dozen

_symptoms, and make him say whether any of those symp-

toms were or were not present #—Of course, each one of
these by itself is of little value, it is the grouping of
these symptoms which gives a definite note of warning; .
,many- people vomit or may have diarrhcea, purgatives
may e given by the medical man;
symptoms is, per sc. of little significance.
9238, (M. Byree) If we put ourselves in the positien
of the veferce who is criticising a medical certificate, the
question is whether it is worth his while to be told that

there was vomiting, sickness, and so on ?—1I don’t think

it is of much value; if it was enderitis he wounld know
that there had been vomiting and sickness ; a competent
man would know what the symptoms of enteritis and
peritonitis were. If you ask him a lot of things you
do not get the general aspect of the disease; you geb
specific questions, the amswers to “which would mnot
_afford a very large amount of information. T think if
the Registrar-General sees in a certificate that there is
peritonitis, or things of that kind, he at once addresses
an inquiry through the registrar as to what was the
cause of the peritonitis. -

(Dr. Parsons.) I think that is only in case of a woman
-of child-bearing age; it is more for statistical purposes,
I think. . . . S
_(Witness.) That is a kind of jnquiry that ought to be
- made by the referee. L o
. 239, (Ar. Byrne.) You think: we should suggest these
inquiries in our instructions to the referee ?—Yes, I think
m- .
240. -And having done that, leave the certificate to be
- glled in in a brief way P—Yes; if you had a referee you
would not want this second certificate. :

241. (Dr. Parsons.) Having the first certificate from
" the medical man in attendance and the medieal referee,
would #hat second certificate really be any safeguard P—
T don't think this second certificate of the Cremation
_ Society is of much value. : :

wsother 7—What is a “separate investigation »p If he

" did not think the first man was 2 competent person,
how would he make o separate investigation ? o

a3 He would refuse to give the certificate. 1 think

" they look upon this as a sort of certificate which would

not be given to the black sheep in the profession #—Of

each one of these

242. (C’hairma.n.) Might it not be of value in a case
where the first certificate was a_bogus certificate alto--

- course, it is nob of much value except as to character. -

244 (Dr. Parsons.) Themedical referee appointed for
the district would probably have more knowledge of the
medical men in his district?—Yes; a-referee. would be
very much better. Second certificates in other countries
have nob been found to be of supreme value; in France
they have a certificate of the. investigating doctor, and
yet in France we get more of these accounts of people

* buried- alive, or supposed to. be buried alive, than

anywhere else. A person going, to make an
investigation, ' without he relies on_ the first
doctor, oes not know whose body he examines. - There

o Bravo cace  See Times " of July and August, 1876.

else; if he doesn’t rely on the first doctor, he falls back

- have been cases where a body has been that of somecne .

\)
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in the matter of identity.

false colour of safety.

tend to relaxation of precautions.
speculations, are thev not?
ties.

have to conform to the same regulations.

_ deceased or n
that P—Yes, -

247. Even supposing t-imre ha d to
ppened to b i
attendant, and a man died, saj}: at the ;g:oo?gilcal

: sepile decay P—There ought to be an inquest.

native, a

* a competent pathologist.

on the friends, who, of course, can entirely deceive him

' .° 285 (AfF. Byrne.)In fact, tha
Byrne.) t second certi i
. means nothing, or it mea_‘x‘lé too much ?ieY;:c&teg:_a;t;}:e:
en you goet thi i
t'%g’r :dt‘:—li}ltle% and c;‘emntoria built a]gl over zhgr:o?;:ﬁ;’n
1 Il ‘be great competition f i >
is now with cemeteries, aI:nl yoll; w":i'fl gﬁi‘lmtf:i; msth;ili?

(Dr. Parsons.) The cemeteries are rather private

Whereas 1 i
ander the Act would be protvided by muggzedfgﬁgsg

(Chairman.) There is nothing j ' :
( ] _ hing in the Act
private companies from providing them, but ffl?e:y? It':::i];

246. (Afr. Byrne.) You notice ic

(dIr. Byrne. the regulati

| -i(:r;:lronatmn' Society do not allow cremata'glllg wﬁgf-eo'ghg:
certificate from a doctor who had attended +he

coroner’s order; would you recommend

- 248. (Chairman.) Would'you"admit, as a third alter-
bive, post-mortem by a competent pathologisf?—
o Imosb valuable preeaution. I do not know how
hat would be brought in; it is difficnlt to define who is

- 249.1 shquld_think- it would be a pessen appﬁinted 55
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medical man in attendance;
land only about one death in ten is certified.

poisoning —Yes. (See note below.)

bad said that no inquest was nec

-ceived,

~—Yes, )

of
- or deemed tmn

evidence.

would know of it. He could sa
sllow this man to be cremated.’?!

tha crema-toriﬁm authorit

, 1 y ?—Of course; you
member there are immense districts Wh:arg rtll:xl'leus 1{; ;a;
1n some distriets of Seot-

250. Will you suggest instructi i
. g gest imstructions with re ;
cases in which the medical referee shouldrlogoi'rmtfgre .

85

Dr. T
Steccnson.
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851. (Dr. Parsons.) How far w i '
. 5. ould it be safe to
1n a case where an inquest had been held, or tﬁle ois:son;::

Y essary, that i
of exhumz_zhon could arise?—The c?r:me: ﬁ:yq%&:t&?

252, (r. Byrne.) Anyliow 'the-medi )
2. (M. . X oal referee
use his own judgment as to taii_mg the coroner’s npin‘;-ggg

253. (Dr. Parsons.) Havin
ng regard to the ci -
zhtan.ce es, first, that it is undesirable to put olfst:gec:?n
tlo dway of qreanmtlf)n,'a{ld,_second, that it is inadvisable
bm-igd ang':h;l;r;r which :1'1111 ém'olve keeping the body un-

, " ou think the danger of such an occurrenocs
as you mention is sufficient to b i in’
regig.ho:_:s, or that we should beesffl:?hdiicic;ﬁg t:lt:
gulations to the effect tl;)at- a;:.‘inquest having been held

| ary by the coroner ; fent P

If I;::]]:’as held a public inquiry I do not s;z Islggc;gﬁtjan :
go bebind that, or that yon would be likely to get any -

(Afr. Byrne.) I an in ed i 7

! F an anquest resulted in a- seandal
verdict, the certifying doctor of the burialﬁnth?ur??
“I am not going to

any ‘bruises or other signs of vi
I X by violence on the body?
minal acate inflammatory disease, or of irritant 'gx?

put in every case of proposed cremati '
1k in ase of ion :—Were th
‘Were there during life sg-mpton‘l?s of peritonitis or otl?;? abdo

other poison having been tak

-
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PRESENT :

Mr. C. E. Trour, ¢z, T
. W.'P. Byesz, c.n.(c-}'-@".",mm'

Mr Noer HoueHuESS, 1.

254, {Chairman.) Mr. Hum hr ' i
DA ; A phreys, you are Chief.
—%’eks.té the Registrar-General of Egglancl and Wales?

958, ' ' i -
Yes.ss And you have come to represent lus_ views —

256. You know this Committee bas been _appointed-

to drait ati i
bos ?i'f :chu] tmnsr under Section 7 qi the Crgmation

257. And our inguiry i . conditi
inquiry includes the condition -

e o o g void it
—If a registered medical 0;18 tri.:ll e b
tendance during the last i})hfecs o 55 bownd o et

: ¢ sheisb i

]l;ll&ilt_llcal certificate to the best of hiss Ignu;l\?r‘le?ggl‘:;g
b gyei,oglfﬁ tht-i ca_nﬁe of death ; if that certificate suggests

, _ of violence, or any suspicio
cther cause for specla,l ingniry, if is &: fdﬁ:;grli‘%ft,tﬁr
registrar {o refer the case fo the coroner. o e

258. Rut supposing that th ificate is acce .7
1 yposing that the certificate

Shegtc}faglilltésr exée_g];:te;oeld by tge J;eg%iﬁ&ar, and 1&1{? z;?f;teegf
Then it is the auby of the re Setror fo o megisler P

itis ) e registrar to i
doilreglrstlzy; a certificate to show that tlgg?a:ﬂf ir:slﬁba:ets
_ theybreglsltered. That certificate must be produced at
urial.  If no_ certifieste is produced, the person

- performing the burial service is bound to give notico of

. ’
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Dr. Pansoxs.

. Mr. “"HEELER-'(Sam'efary). -

5.0.; called; and Examined

after the body of an unregistered person has been buried.

AMr N
Humphreys.

—

That clause provides practical security for the registra- 5 Nov. 1902

-tion of all deaths. In cases of cremati i
o xth on th

provision requiring the production of a cert-‘ijfli.ia?:se 111:‘;
iegur-nil_zr% . It has been held by the Law Officers that
pur madls not burial, and therefore we cannot enforce
¢ production of a certificate of the registration of
leath, 'We consider it n that one of the condi
tions precedent of cremation shall be the production ;’
some certificate proving registration of the death. >

. 258. Have you found actual instances ; )
tion has taken place without this c;eglgvc];gtghlg:
w5 4 case in 1897, and it was then that we obtained.
this opinfon of the Law Officers. |

260. (AMr. Byrne.) There is a d rist
] 1 uty to repgst

_ﬂsith Ehether the certificate is required forglfnﬁallg:
not ',‘._%F glo you get at the person who neglects that
duty here is no provision for informing the

gistrar of the death, it may remain unreeistered. '

261. Have you been advised that th is a5 to
enforce the registration I There o 20 Sfentr Foran
can get information of the de?tﬁl.ls n? dxﬁicult-y it you

262. (Chairman.) If you discover th i |

262. (Chairman. ¥ dsct hat a b 5
jta]x];zq place without registration, is there :ny l:iri]i?i}:ulia
j11\1?1(“; 1;11111‘;5151'113 iﬂt]e t];egal h}z::ility home to some personi—

t-the slightest; we have prosecnted in’
a legal informant of a death l})ns ne‘glectet]!nhc:zegsis:e?];ei;e‘

F




Mr. N.
Humpkreys.

—

5 Nov. 1502,

to the cemetery, make some excuse

' | NOTES OF EVIDENCE:
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i i i te for
- a. r = ]Il e . il‘al‘ (:llIl_ ].lO\ E er, .111 ce > gf I

certifioste of the cause ot death. l:ﬁ'nr E:i(;"unlir.ll?l.l éﬂ?:g?sgx;: )
" . 7 d 3 success notiﬁif:ation fi?%;fesuzéq i‘:fege relﬁti\';e of the deceased
4. ey ver done SO "~ lives four or five 3
264. (Ar. Byrne.) Have you ¢

i i ds it to the registrar by
" fully P—Not often with'deaths; the cases are very rare, gets a medical certificate, an d sends "

a2 g : to return by post a certificate
in consequence of this provision, where death is not.duly ?st. glﬁi ;fﬁ,):;tra& feh:eﬁ?ﬁ"?‘tg of notification is ]qsf as
e R . R 0 . A i i revistry.
registered, o equirement is fairly effec- :’nul::h' an aunthority for burial asa c_:utllﬁcz;t_e. Yo; :e_,,:ts h;s
n%f’_x‘x?i“éi.ii'éfi‘el it efoctmal. ~ . 200 (fr. Byme) Tt is not so by lawi—2es,
Ave o15- e oI 1aW. -
66. There are a certain number of deaths un::? ; “the forc Parsons.) But I undersiood from what you
tezeﬁd It is o kind of thing we cm;}d tl'] :; 11:-;2 made 230 11 (i)r. botcl[;'sgou']d be buried without the production
T ' at1 ‘that a ne
day where applicatior sa) h s only that the person burying
case occurred the other day e of inadvertent % ertificate at all; only b
thori ; it was a case O 3 of any cf . nd address for subse-
for authority to register; 1 d since the birth obliged to take ﬂlﬁ' name a " : thine
omission ; if twelve monthe has & ober or the written s SIS 10 Tt i e e bt o o body 5
or dea.lh it can_on : . o eral. . - " to prevenb buri 3 the T . tificate of regis-
authority of the Registrar-Gen had any cases in Which  buried without the Pl'_‘?ductmtn gi téli“{ e"':rt o the registrar
267. (Dr.‘Par;Dlll&) %ﬁresg'g: h:“e been given to the  tration of de::ith; aotice mus : '
y ; or false addre X . % re- ithin seven days. - . . '
fpzt'l‘f:l’:a‘n:ﬁi ‘;’Eﬂ"?g-éi- ﬁ&y%ﬁﬁ?iﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁﬁn?%&t,rof wizatl (ALr. Byrne.) Does ihe gﬁap]:m gg,%ifbi::gag;gc'laﬁ
; of distine . s y N yone withour a !
e incyrroct nformation bas been given in many e oo & gront daal of difficult e atery says
cases fo the registrar. _ 1d bz a pos- 2., point of that il_'iml ; the g:lmplaulxl of 8i) g?:ﬁ:clyerk S
 268. (3r. Byrae,) OF course, thab ‘fcﬁake the body  ihe certificate onght to be ng:l}ttoa‘nam{hey take it away
sible source of escape; the PArice W“to show why it  superintendent say th?lr “'Igllllri:ﬂ' and it is not produce.d
P d the parson  before it is bronght to the bu inht for the chaplain to
shonld be buried without ired b;atfa:wt‘}l—l-l\here would to the chaplain ;-tI thinkk 1t xig , .
could oive the nofice requir ' - insist on seeing it - the chaplain has a
. undertaker, or somebody. ' ' - : have laid it down that the chap
hezzge (zl;liirman-; You_lnow it is one of th:irlelgttl‘.le:: o o tain it; but that tho 'fgperﬂlﬂeﬁeﬁtlh;m
t-ions of the _Crematéon goﬁieefzy;'eﬂ:::;aﬁcillﬁﬂ'g, 1 did 'ti‘%ﬂ:l ti’ %he 11:{ 22}1 cg‘:g-nv?efx: i;sa];t;esl;!; oﬂle chaplain will
tificate must be produce certificate for burial is the —asked 18 ?uﬂleh superintendent will keep it; if yow
o 'licino‘t‘; l(i):f; Tt:‘l'gsggénghr{‘t does not necessan:’j' :;I;pg -ivisxg?o égé those ceII’:tiﬁcatés of burial ’c-heY_‘Wf’“la bein
‘t:ﬁrg:: ;::ertiﬁcaf-é_; it might apply to a coroners oIt the office. : ) Do von think that the same .
for burial. i the ordinary regisiration  283. (Dr.” Parsons.) Do you think gistration
. : - registration pr i f the body prior fo reg !
2 Iie%)d%h?l}sh:fse;ﬁ%igg%ﬁw iiIWhat - f%%ﬁll?]f: 2&:}55&):111 tg; %odies that are tt};l b: cll.';!;natii ii]—
certifi ;:ate of burnal 1 f registry; it would, in my SX inly not; I think that it ought to be a condi-
called the certificate o' Yeg=~y3 of the death  No, certainly not; tion that the death should be
i ter if you had a certified copy :on. it tion precedent to cremation e otion ihat
opinion, be betterif ¥ t deal more information ; it istered. I would not give them the op
\ ; that would give a grea 2 d eiven to  Yegistere - ‘of interment. I should say '!:ha.t
fv]::tgd’ show the precise facts the relative ha g : exifltesn ctn o}hie :izstgagi 1;nofe oot sitonld be required
the registrar, be for 1. ation is allowed. : T
' uld the charge be 10T .65 cremation is )
chZ':‘-I; GTI?- oﬂi;l:xg E;?Ee“;%r a death certificate 1s 284. Did I understand you to say that a medical
at?—The ¢ -

2 s i ertificate of the
-, man is under an obligation to give a ¢ twithstandine
2s- ?d' ' . oive the mame of the cef"‘f;‘,”“g cause of death under allfclrlc nn;:;antt:fsimn\?e occurred I—
2. Ton alwgg ﬁ'l: heading *cause of death fo tmt he m znfhpae:t 'vgg rige to a good deal of corre- -
glfiigt:z?er“?ﬁ]en the cause of death is uncertified m0  mya¢ isa PDmWe hoigti that he is. If the medical

- . spondence. icions and refers a case to the
name is inserted. . . has a form  practitioner has suspicion nagest. we hold hat he
273. Where does the registrar s,t:iog);:é ]ﬁ- lsz:lspicious coroner who rae_fulsas:f to 3111‘3;31 ‘1:1; 1;(%21;-'5{:;&. We require
" brought to him, a medical cer ‘ht to be an inquest; is still responsible or_& the Ach supports us. I thi
character, and he thinkstgl-eri :{112?——'?% . if the certifi- a certificate, and I think the
Iy a -

is roline i ted, though indi-
“he does not make the en o violence he cannot act this roling 15'].J _veﬁro gfnerally accepted, 7
e gttl.gg‘]!;? 1;‘;3;; ig;:: it o the coroner, and if the vidual men objec t.
upon it. .

corJner 1 .. 5. irmean. lle IeﬂlStIcl lld"e b? tlle terms Of

i be further
i ‘best: i rtificate, whether there ought to be
n0b goiug to hold a8 inq:leSt‘h‘feomrnPaza?gft:hg ?eﬁl;l‘:.bes : ?ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁ '1131-21[: Es one o‘f’ﬂxe dutﬁest thmw;leulgg)lllirl;gﬁlsttgall‘ :y
. tion he ean from the In I 7 . it %e St very satisfactory, but we are oblig
zl}formit sgroner sends him the pink form, re.turm?lg ato:; the best rules we'can to guide l'eé.'lsﬁ'grfésné‘g; '
" 274. -lgie [-:lorgertiﬁcaie 7—We mnever part with the have been often B,ressed as to “-]uf;ﬂxer wee;:’gi!}i Jeme
g dica ] . _oft 1 0 c ,
g:di:;f certificate. - e e, know? order forbidding erdeggstﬁléw;:onﬁ:m}n the present
275.- The coroner’s officer gften: hos t?gnilsl,l‘ewﬁnndgw(;f “’i"'l“’“}’ ;}ii Iﬁaf:iffle-rﬁannoot issue a general regulation to
ut is true; i , it is once in the & e of the : Tal
e rare e muat, not Iligr? with it. It isa logal that offect, Tna sparsely populated 4 Et:m]i;;ll: Nl mo
the r?g‘%’agder the Act, ~ . _ may live 20 miles off, and the de::asecliﬂez e o
G 1 tell us the working of the pink form ¥— medical attgm_ilal};e;—:};:c e:g:g-;-——théu Shere are you?
T]ﬁ;?%m};lg}.ﬁ:ﬁng decided in the exercis]s: fo‘d}mug!s; El}gugsigﬂltl;néi ;e registered. . o . :
. at an inquest is mot mecessary, he 5 e deat : & - . Y
cretion thab, oo mt_;u!etstk:; I‘inc';ltcl??to t]i::yregistl'ﬂ?: who - 986. (Afr. Byrne.) But even the cons}iign::malogi ;1;2
ink form, which is ta  until he has Teceived 8 oo o ces of sparsely populated districts
o b register any such death mntil ho has the Comns nCe that no cremation should be allowed
e d it is only recently that we have gob the  gp,,1.4 yopr opinion o rtainly not. -0 -
’ dec{sgon,i;n writing ; most coroners now do fll up these  j055r, registration ?—1\.0 ! cei g ongh-and-ready way
o s e Al R Tl g g el
ink we should insist on its beirg that the registrar g
277. Do you think we shoulc ) n 7—1If it comes before , sugpested -
u}? L4 ﬂ;z:: E%ngolgféoiigg?;ggsimble that hedshould be difficalt to define, and would probably be sugg Ste
‘he cor $ ' fiect that he considers an by hearsay.: -~ - _ -
ive a certificate to the e ect 1 const _ ] : any case where there was
g:qs&t pmmcessaY- | d' th gustrar simply a ngsambslit? aoié ;Jfoitsl:;:i%r:f El?: ‘would not be able to judge
- .- . . - TerISt = S . .
'278. (Chairman.} Then does the I ter a deathin a. 4y the certificate?No.~ - T
wait}—That is it ; no zegistrar cm;;ar.: gl's'\'en his decision ", ). If the certificate were gastritis or peritonitis, -]‘-2‘
T e o ehran g pi 289 less he had some outsid
on The matter; ¥hen the regisar gots the pink form 2l bass that1—Yes wnléss he hud ‘some ouisid
' it on a file on his desk with the - L 4iom.
o e o ehesto. The relative ia generally pnvious r 1

zegister in order to get the imewzance money. The regi '

picious circumstances 7—Suspicions circumstances would -

‘200, (Mr. Byrne) Do you furnish ‘any sppeal for the

Registrar—does he write

doubt in any case lie woul

refer it to the coroner.
201. (Dr. Parsons.) In the meantim

remain unburied ?--Yes, if a case sho
the coroner,

ti

- 203. Assuming that
medical certificates, yo
be the
think

we can give you any

If they get a satisfactory
death they proceed to registe

It seems desirable to insist

death entry produced asa con

tion, .

297. Your reason for pféferrinw the co
s, that it would give m

it quite a separate thing.
to have an additional s
- gent chamcter, and ¥ thi
- certificate which inclu
by the medical man
other certifieate.

298. (Dr. Parsons.) But the
same person 7—No ; I thoue

certificate for the registrar. -

299. (AMlr. BB
first would be
attended. 1
Yes. '

300. (Chairman.
formati
durati

303. You Kiave looked at these cer
used by the Cremation Society —Yes,
*_ 308. Do you think that-if
hands of an independent an

re with the cha
that suggestion in the
struck me it would b
complete ¢
of registry. _ ,

302, (Chairman.) Is thers an
having the

be kept at the crematorinm—ith
the cremation register should be

6956,

ed out,

to you?l—Yes; if he had a
d write to kncw if he shonld

burial would mean risk of exhumation,

282. (Chairman.) If we got this copy of the registra-
on it would not be any sort of guarantee that the case
was not one of poisoning?—Not the slightest,

could be done by more detailed
u _don't think the registrar would
Proper person to judge —Certainly not. I don't
i elp through the registrars.
certificate of the cause of
r the death.
. 294, Yon don’t think the re
ance }—

285. From

that in eve
—Yes; ih
terested.

+ 206. You -also say
‘register is a better ¢
ficate 2—Yes;
the applican
option of cremating first, and

gistrar can give any assist-

your point of view, you want to make sure
Ty case of cremation the death is registered ?
ab is the point in which we are directly in-

that this copy of the entry in the
ertificate than the mere burial certi-
and I'should have it directly incumbent on
t for a cremation to produce it—not the

giving notice afterwards.
on having a copy of the
difion precedent io crema-

¥ will be-given by the
ght ‘you were going to have
two independent certificates, < = . :

(Dr. Parsons.) Assnmin
Cremation Society is carri

the first certificate would also probably fill up the

g that the practice of. the

yrne.) Even if you had ten certificates, the
the same as that given by the man who
te death, and ‘the others would follow it ?7—

) Does tlie certificate give all the in-
on as to the cause of death?—Yes, in
on of the disease—it is an exact copy- -
301 (Mr. B

. yrac.) You would - not recommend us to
mterfe

rge of 2s.° 7d. 7T did not make
interests of the registrar—it only
e more satisfactory to produce a
py of the eniry than the ordinary certificate

y advantage in burials in
ée' copy of entry instead of the certificate ?2—I

we wanted fo _pi:t it in the
thori

take care of the certificates?—No, I think they ought to
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register. I hope that regulations will be mad
upon & complete and ace
somewhat similar
e, would the body gsliﬁt[i)u]f]{e“:tt]z:tgli
uld be referred to ~ obliged to register the buri
Many prosecutions about stillbirths fail f
there were a
-of every b
‘portant check

al of an unba

. 805. How could you
tunity of inquiring—
quiries, and he would
four or five days.
have the burial of
have no power to
ceptional if it is done at a
306-7. Have you any sug;
ticulars 1hat should appea
—T have not thought abo

© 308. (afr. By
ought to be fai

prove it I—It gives you an oppor-
e registrar would make local in-
perhaps find that that child lived
Some town clerks have promised to
still-born infants registered, but we
pon it, and it is quite ex-

estions to make as to the par-
r in the register of cremations ?
ut the precise form.
rne.). Speakihg_ ‘;ge_nere‘illy',:
rly_complete -1 think; 1t is’ very im-..

309. ‘(-Ofmirmdn.) “WWh
decision as to. crematio:

there is any doubt?--T:
should be made to tlie co

810. But if the coromer says, “I don’ think an in-
then?  Yhat.do you think of
nk we can question the dis- -

zla.t do -.S-'ou; think as to putting the
in the hands of the coromer, if - -
doubtful - cases "information

Py of the entry ¢
ore information to the Cremation

Society 7—That is one thing ; the second is that it makes

from this Act. Youn are going -
efeguard of a much more strin-
ink it would be beiter fo have the
des the cause of death certified
in_attendance, in addition to,the

uest is necessary,” how.
that position %I don
cretion of the coroner.

311. Do you think the coroner refusin
“amounts to any guarantee that there has
play —Not at all;
—nobody knows a

an inquest
een no foul
we have cases of bodies found dead
nything of the ecause of “death—
- coroners often refuse fo hold an inquest, and we have to
register the deaths recording the cause as unknown.

312. (Afr. Byrne.) You think that is most
—Yes, certainly ; it gives facilities to crime.
h313. The ;ilcl)ctor refuses to
jves- the case to the coromer ;:

the person who gives form. Do you think We’o
and  say we must have a
he sees no cause for inqui
write a certificate, and
inquest, there should be no cremation. - -

314. (Chairman.) Do you Lnow
Scotch system of registration 2—No
it is practicall
are concerne o )

315. Do you know. whether the: Procurator Fiseal
than the coroner system {—AIr.
General, thonght that the
and the Scotch public pro-
perior to the corre-

give a certifieate, and refers
the coroner sends in his pink
ught to go beyond the coroner,
certificate if the coroner says
ry —If the doctor hesitates to
the coroner refuses to

anyﬂung abont the -
t very accurately, but

cluding the y: identical with our own as far as deaths

system works better
Macleod, late Regis
Procarator Fiscal system,

" secution system was infini
sponding system in England.; ,:
316. (Dr. ".'ﬁ’arsbns;
stringent regulations
mation than the Regis
bly be réquired in the ¢
~cerfainly note - ;. )
: 31'?:YYGE o .{T&lf;uher gmn‘that,
ight be?—Yes, most distinctly.
ty the registrars might insist up:m having certit
important thing is that death from two independ
equivalent to the burial

) You see no objection to more

ing required in the case of ¢rema-
_ -General thinks could resson-
tificates which are ase of ordinary burial +—MMost .
' -and say there ought to
I thought you were going to
cates relating to. the cause of
dependent medical men. - .
- (Chairman.) That is just what we have to. consider.

el T N - G (O %

einsisting 7. A
urate reqister of cremations,
to_the burial register. We have a
burial register, becanse of uncertainty
as io whether a person is
ptised person.
r.this reason.
proper and complete burial register kept

ground, it would give us a most im-
upon the burial of alleged still-born

Hum phrey:;
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NOTES OF EVIDENCE

SIXTH DAY.

‘-SITTINGV AT MANCHESTER.

8th November 1902.

PRESENT :
: MrC E. Trovue, 6.13. (Ch&irmn)-
~\fr. W. P. BYR~E, €3,

Dr. Pagrsoxs. _
Mr. WHEELER (Secretary):

Nores of Examination of Mr. J. HARVEY SIMPsON.

fied, he refers the: case to one of the medical directors,

Simpson. Mr. J. Harvey Simpson is a solicifor and secrefary whose decision is final. The witnesswould pass a case in

of the Manchester Crematorium, with which he has which the cause of gﬁaﬂ: ane gzsn?riitf)e%h:s-é:r%ﬁﬁgz

and exhaustion” withont ques ,

. ' * being of males, Ry ‘men of repute. In one case—not gas-
579 cremaho:;; hat&etia;k sen eglxzc;gi’naf ZS ffﬁlﬁw = ’ E?n?s-ﬁ%ﬁe(iln::iysted' on a ];:Jst-mor_tem examination. tlt

gn@ 203 of females, ¢ B N - 45 was made by a medical man nominated by the society.

Under seven yoara - - = - ion has been refused by him in about seven cases.
‘Over seven and under twenty-five - - 39 grlgaaéhi?stance the deceased was a third wife, and in
o - -1 thers there was something in the manner or proce-

Over twenty-five and under fifty the athers i ised a feeling of d'strust. No

: . - - -21 dure of the parties that raised a el or been

Over fifty and under sevenfy - . post-cremation difficulties or troubles have ew been

Over seventy years - .- - - -131 experienced. The cause of cremation would suffer

v ) - ' ' greatly if any case shounld occur m.wmgll lgfwt'fepsggti
Thero were from " 323 lurly believed that this mode of ?i,?%m- legal proof -
' Manchester and neighbourhood - - o hfdﬂl:ee:;) ;hﬁisnsl?::so?fnﬁ?&?r-- gIn  one-of Phe Lases -

Lancashire, ouiside the above - - 75 co; réf?lsal mentioned had he any real grotmc&hfor S“‘g;

Cheshire - - - - - - - posing that a crime had been committed. :&'e t‘i :

rshi - - - - - -4 - something in them, or in the parties concerned, tha

Yorkshire - ) 1 n ble impression upor him, and in such

2 land - - - - - 15 left an unfavourable imp e, thors
North of Englan : - 10 cases he would always refuse, unless, (f 'lc:?]l ede’ i
Derbyshira = - - - =  were a post-mortem by a reliable and skilled p Tnos

i i - - - - 8 logist. There is a good proportion of the artisan c o

Nothnghm_-nshlre o - - 6 a(:goné the . persons cremated, but the wery poor “trﬁr

Staffordshire - - - o 7 generally speaking, against cremation. Forﬁamsa?zease

Fom LD DT Iay S el ol prns iy e
_ et _ .. , crema - P

Woles - - 13 Y sttt of g company is satisfactory, but it is

' e - - - - - - e O igi £ of the land

Leicestershire ' -~ 14 to be borne in mind- that the original cost of the :

Birmingham - - - - - - - and boildings was met by voluntary subscriptions.
Lincolpshire - - - - - - 2 With 150 cremations, and, with the same charges, a

: inm would pay its way, including inferest on
fﬁﬂﬁm expendiltfuge. There are other souré:eg .Ic:f
income beyond these fees, vide the document ha_n ed in.
The second cerfificate is absolutely necessary, 51;
some  protection against unscrupulous doctors.

' heen expe ¥ nds, including the

has been nded on the lands, inc ding
la:ypiltll?rreont' of the grounds, the sum of .4'-‘.97’2l ; on ttll;g
buildings, inclurflinf%r;l}fm furn;ge.;ségthe cg]uéltll ;r;z:;t the
public vault, and furei ure, £6,729. t’l‘hls S rice
' 5 ended on' the conservatory, - .
zlfui;fl.ig:nxpgiven by Mrs. Henry Simon and her -certificate’ even if thers were a medical referee

s i i ' s but a cer-
famly. : ived ' £2,486 to examine the first in every ecase; bu ce
i %gnb?g:ﬁg:d ;nﬂzfgzgogffsoﬂwhm’ in- tificate from a medical referee might possibly
in crema one, i _ !

: ematorium, -
sp‘i‘%gdrgsi::ments :of the Crematorium Gompzélg are
- set out in a document which the witness handed in..

ix TIL . : - edical _ z . s
(-%%’P?]ndlg is zéq]frzgﬂ%omgﬁ _ai;a ?ezirtiﬁg‘:emwhich Whoever gives the second certificate shonld certainly be
‘attendant-

i te that he-bhas viewed the body. There
is practi : sseribed by the Crema-  required to sta ~has .
11-? P’%"f&'—’iﬁ’%’?ﬁiﬁ“&f ﬂ'i'alf:f I;:ees:frllg;te glust be sup- aze fﬁewie ;eilsfgrsof %f uflﬁmz?a?lljg tggeﬁa;?;rgﬁpgﬂ e

T h imi { i =) al, ot

'p]emented 24 anot%ﬁx{:ﬂ]ﬁdtocgﬁggg iﬁ?eﬁgqggg ceased, his place of abode, his age, the date of crema-
]lg :.h ;a:igf:;tyéf the medic&!.l a.tbgndz.nf, btiilfi:;i ;);tg;er;vliae
i iven by an independent prac T, s r for ‘
i.t o as glf}?n 'ger of the certificate must_vlgw the ion,” bub ‘is constantly in communication mt}l
body. The first medi fifieate is Tequited even Ao, mtent h that his office is
Dody. e ﬁé‘gt mesl:c:}de(;e;or burial, and both if the . the superintendent h)‘ftt‘;}:l’cr?g;t j;‘i o H o sends in
if there is a Coroner's y i : ractically an annexe o : )
Coroner mmlyb‘fnttllg:e :w':-’hn:hl;eﬁ;g:s 1:;1?%:“ gil:gf%y griting to the officer of the crematorium the name, ete.,
UNNecessary. - s 5

i i i he

ied official of the Cremation Anthority. T
-rslgl‘g:lupity ,oa-bont either the second certificate or the
medical referee is, of course, the question of expense.

"cel is performed. ‘The other is more elaborate.
('J:l‘%-:m ?vg{n::;sp gives no signed order for the cre-

i : y in the register. The registrar’s certificate of -
o velative, bub nob the seond. Sometimes the second i?l]; t13'1t;.lg,151¥sylzration of death is handed back to the relatives

isgivenby s mﬁil ﬁ(}ﬁa;:f api'geodf faoll:st };: Ell:art?::de ‘:g -after the. cremstion. 3AMost cemeiery and churchyard
the company. 2

' " with 1t i duction of that certificate
' ificat ther with the authorities require the pro
fh:t'goﬂléa&y}.heﬁzsiztr?é?f ?r’t?itaﬂtloggd a request fgr “before allowing the inierment of cremated ashes.
cremation si 16 1 tive of the deceased, pplied the ¢ s
crensl::l?ﬂ) :ilgen:gcrb:i:ll'l; ;i%r?iﬁt?s s:tisﬁed withthem: pamphlet, ¥ Crematfion in Manchester and elsewhere
. are ) _

suthority for the eremation is is_sneﬂ. -If he is not satis-

idd

Aot L s SN S U i

would not be safe to dispense with the second -

be a satisfactory alternative. He might be a

tion, and the name of the person by whom the religious

The witness supplied the Committee with copies of his
(1902), published by Collins and Kingston, Manchester.

* Theso statistics are for the period ended 31st December, 1901,

* being a valuable body ; they are situated in

(’.'_Bl-'.‘!tlATIOl\-T COMMITTEE,

"SEVENTH DAY,

1124 November 1902,

PRESENT :

My . E. Troup, .5, (Chairman).
Mr. W. P. Byexe, .5, -

D_f. Du:ronn'Tnozus, called ; and Examined.

Dr. Parsoxs,

Mr. WHEELER (Sewreta ).

318, (Gha—irmaﬁ.) Dr. Thomas, you are one of the lately stated by the Home Secretary, to hold anincjuest;

coroners for the County of London 2—Yes.
- 819, Which is your division #—Ceniral,

he must use his discretion. An old man in a village, 78
- years of age, is one day foind dead in his bed. Every-

39

. Dr.
- D. Thomos,

11 Nox. 1902,

. . . . body i isfied ; isn ificate. The doctor has .
320. And you know something about the working of y 18 sati 5 there is o certifica 2 coctor 168

cremation #—May T just ask, the subject that yon are in-

never attended him. If the registrar refers it to the

] deeli hold inquest
terested in is the regulations which the Home Secretary 0" 7 3¢ coroner may decline to hold an inguest,

- has to make under the Cremation Act?

(Chairman.) Yes. This Committes is appointed to

rrepare a draft of the regulations 1o be made under

_Section 7 of the Act.
(Witnc.;s.) So as to make it as safe as possible?

~ Chairman.) Yes. Cremation is now sanctioned by
statute. There is nothing to prevent private companies

from still carrying it on ; only the regulations, when
made, will apply to them as wel] as to public aathorities,

- (Witness) The great objrection is the medico-legal

question. What you wish fo do is to hedge cremation
round with all the secnrities you can. If all the papers

are filled in, who is to be the person to give the final
order for cremation ? - :

(Chairman.) Yes. 'That is the poiht we. hat;erto con-
sider, and on which we now ask your opinion. At the
Present moment at Woking it is the medical referee

'a;r)&)ointed by the Cremation. Society who gives the final
order. '

(Witness.) They have someone, not necessarily their
own man, bat a medical man. He is someone appoinied
by a Private society, whose interest, so far, is to carry
on cremation; it is s company, I presume, also & re.
munerative company.: That is the state of things, and
they appoint their own officers to do all the work that

15 necessary. Do you propose to haye such an officer

‘appointed ?

021. (Chairman.) That is one of the suggestions before
us—that_ each authority should appomt a medical
officer. What do- Jou say on that point?—T dop’t
sugzest the coromer, because I happen to be a
coroner. T am only saying there is in him an officer who

- has all the means at his disposal for making inquiries,

sanction. The object would be to assure himself that
there would be no possible chance of a question of
frime arising afterwards. The coroners strike me as
) every dis-
triet. As you know, the registrars are empowegd b
the Registrar-General to Yefer cases to the coroner—ail
sudden deaths; all deaths in: which ne certificate is
forthcoming as to the cause of death ; all deaths occur-
ring under suspicious circ_:umstances, of which ther ars

the juglg]es; all deaths the causes of which are saiq to

: . Th ; :
me the bare facts, and until he oots Registrar gives

and the death is registered as “ uncertified,” " from
nafural causes. Perhaps if he had been found dead in
some London slum an inquest might be held. Of course,
if cremation went ahead, I don’t know what it would be
if a coroner had to inquire into every case. As itisag
- present, it makes very little difference. If there is to
be someone who is to give a final opinion, it strikes me

that the coromer would be a suitable officer. Again,

the Medical Officer of Health is a man of experience.
If you appoint a special officer, you will have one in

every district, and I suppose you will have to pay hinx .

something,

(3r. Byrne.) Tt would be part of the expeﬁsé.s of tha-
cremation. : : _ ,

(itness.) Of the funeral? Does the Act give the-
Home Secretary power to order expenses ?

(Chairman.) Ii gives the Local Government Board.
power to fix fees. Do you think the coroners would be
willing to undertake this duty 7T think, generally-
speaking, they would expect some remuneration if they-.
had to do all this. Ay whole time is engaged in the-
work, but with hundreds-of coroners in the country it
occupies only a small portion of their time 3 perhaps

- they have one or two inquests a week.’

G22. At present, if a case is referred by the Cremation
Society, you give a certificate saying that it is a proper
case for cremation #—Whenever I hold an inquest, and
the friends say this is a case for cremation, instead of
putting “For burial ¥ I put the word Cremation.” T

. issue the burial order directly after the inguest.

823. (. Byrne.) Do you do anything of that sort
when you don’t think an inquest necessary ?—TIn those
cases where the friends wish- to cremate, and I am
satisfied that death has arisen from natural causes, T
inform the registrar I have made inquiries, and that T
consider an inquest unnecessary. If I say an inquest is

not necessary, then he registers the death, and crema-
tion follows. C .

524, (Chairman.) Is it not & difficulty as -regards.
coroners that many of them have no special medical
knowledge 2—T think a great many of them have books.
of reference. Where they are not doctors, they are
solicitors, accustomed to toking evidence, and théy get
to know a good deal about the causes of death.

925. As T understand it, the danger is that in some
cases, where the evidence of the body would afterwards -
be required, it would be gone *—Yes; if every case were
referred to the coroner 1t would act as a’ deterrent to
crime; it does now. There must be someane of experi.
ence, who will look all the papers over, and certify that
the person can be safely eremated, as far as human judg-
ment can determine, R o

326. (Afr. Byrnc.) What about coroners in the country

In very large districts 7—There they would be probably

communicated with by post; then they have officers in
the police, ' -

327. Not as well provided with officers as Vyon are?—

ets p No, probably not; we h i
refuces 4o register. Of course, in e f my" answer he ; P ¥ no&; we have great advantages in London,

€ry case of uncerti-

ﬂed' death 1% iz not the coroner’s duty, as has been

but in the country

all the circumstances are knowu,

~ -928. Take the case of a coroner whe lived aboni 34
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miles off 7--The reports would have to be sent by post,

D. Thomas. and he would have to send at once to his officer by

wire.

329. Your officers, of course, are very quick gossip
collectors7—Yes, we get all the information at once.

330. You would not expeet much cremation fo iake
place in remote country districts?—I don’t think there
would be; it will extend slowly. At present it is con-
fined to the upper classes.

331. (Dr. Parsons.) Iiis in towns that the difficulties
of getting ground for burial are most felt ?—Yes, that

15 §0.

332. (Mr. Byrne.) There is a’ crematorium at Hull
In that district there are many sparsely inhabited tracts
of country. A person dies there; a certificate is pre-
sented, and sent by post to the Hull crematorium. You
would suggest that this certificate should be signed by
the coroner?—Or some official after inquiry. -

333. But the coroner might live a long distance from
the place of death. The certificate might be perfeciiy
good on the face of if, yet what opportunity wonid he
have of checking it *—He would have a local officer on
the spot; there is a policeman there. - o

. 334. It would be at least as good as sending it to the
medical referee employed by the Cremation Society 2—I
don’t think he ought to be employed by the Cremation
Society ; he onght fo be an independeni . officer. He
shouid not be nnder any local anthority. Ve are respon-
sible to the Lord Chancellor, and can act absolutely

~ impartially ; that is the kind of officer you want.

335. (Chairman.) Supposing the Cremation Society’s
certificates were used, what would you look at ?—I should
treat it exactly the same as if 3t were a report of a
sudden death. The officer would call, fill in that paper
(App. IL), come to my office with it the next mom-

ing, and report the whole surroundings of the case. If-

there is any suspicion or local gossip, I cause inquiries to.

- .be made. If I am satisfied tliat the death arose from

natural causes, I intimate that I do not intend to holr
" an inquest. : - :
 33b6. If you had a case of death certified as due to
“ rastritis,” and your officer made inquiries and found
nothing- suspicious on the face of it, would you
anthorise cremation in that case?—I have no power to
order cremation—all T have got to do is to say whether
1 should hold an inquest.. : R
337. Supposing you were acting as a medical referee?
—1I should have the medical certificate. I should have

an opportunity of seeing the relatives, and if T am satis-

fied not to hold an inquest that means that they can do'
what they like with the body. | .- '

338. I am supposing that you have the power to act
~ as referee—you get a- certificate that the eause of death .

is gastritis >—That would raise my suspicions; gastritis

©Or peritonitis are very loose words without the primary

. cause, - ' : L -

339. If you had a certificate with the cause given as

- gastritis or peritonitis, yon would insist on further in-
quiries 2—Ceriainly. : I

340. What sort of inquiry ?—TFirst of all communicate

with the medical attendanf and ask him to give me a
history of the case. If he said he had suspicions I should
hold an inquest; if the certificate is unsatisfactory, an
inquest should be held and evidence taken on oath.

341. Have you a form for the reports of the result of
post-mortemsP—VYes. - , ,

%42. (M. Byrne.) Did you draft that form yourself?
—Yes, . ..

343. Do all the coroners use that form ?—A great many

do. - . 7 .
344. (Chairman.) Would-you in every case aceept the

jury’s verdict as sufficient justification for cremation?—

Yes. . ' '

345. Even if you disagreed with it yourself >~I do not
think T have had any case in which there has been any
disagreement a5 to the cause of the death.

346, (Dr. Parsons.) The Cremation Society of London
‘have two certificates. ' The first, which is somewhat;
detailed, is from the medical attendant. The second is
couched in very strong terms, but does not go so far as

. one might suppose from its terms. These two certifi-
cates are referred to the medical referes; if he finds

nothing unsatisfactory he approves them, if he considers

further investigation necessary he refers the case o the

EVIDENCE :

coroner. We should like your opinion as to whether thera .

should be both the second certificate and the examina-~

* tion by the medical referee ?—I think there should be an

extended form of certificate given confidentially by the
medical attendant stating more details. With regard to
this second certificate, it seems to me that the medical
man comes and the first medical attendant tells him
everything. Suppose the medical attendant is himself
the criminal, he would tell him just what he likes,

347. Is it your opinion that the second certificate is of
no great value?—I do not think it is, except it is by
someone who is experienced in making these inquiries
and has full power to make them.

348. Would you consider that the supervision of the

 first certificate by a medical Teferee appointed by the

Cremation Authority would be more of a safeguard than
the second certificate >—Yes, he would be constantly
doing the work. :

349. And with power to refer to the coroner?—Yes.

- 350. (3Mr. Byrne.) If the coroner were 2 m;edical man
the local authority would probably appoint him ?—Yes.

'351. In your opinion the value of ‘the supervision exer-
cised by this official would depend on his ability. to have
an inquiry #—Yes.. . . . S e T

" 352. You would think that even a first-class expert
would not be much use as merely criticising ?—I do not
think so. The coroner can say he will hold an inquiry
in open court, and if there is anything wrong in the
case it is likely to come out. The corener is the officer
always on the spof, with power to act. o

353. (Chairman.) Is there not a fear that if applica-
“tions for cremation led in any considerable number of

cases to the holding of an inquest it might stand in the

way of cremation?—J would not suggest an inquest in -
every case—that would be unnecessary; what you want -

is o be satisfied that the person has died a natural

death. The only thing you can do is to hedge cremation

round with: precautions as far as you possibly can.

354. Do I understand your suggestion is first a certi-
ficate by the medical attendant?—Yes, of an extended
character.

355. Second, a medical certificate by an independent

person - appointed by the authority; and, thirdly, a

reference to the coroner >—Yes; he has special means of .

making any inquiry that may be necessary.

- 356, Should he make inquiry in every case, or only

where it is doubtful ~—Who has to decide?
35(. These certificates come to the coroner to decide

whether there is to be an inguest; is he in every case
first to send round his officer >—He must make inquiries.

358. You send him to.the house in every case?—He
must. fill in his report paper. .

359. (Dr. Parsons.) Is that to apply in every case in
which it is desired to cremate?—If you want to hedge
‘cremation Tound with every precaution, _ '

360. (Chairman.) I am: afraid people will say, “ We
will not go in for cremation; as we shall have a police-
man round making inquiries of servants” ?—In my dis-
trict the policeman wears plain clothes, when considered

" advisahle, . - :

‘361, Is the person who makes the inquiries a con-

stable, sergeant, or inspector P—Generally sergeants, or

- experienced constables.- - . .

'362; ‘Are they quite above suspicion ?—They are men
who are looking forward to their pensions, and no doubt
are the best for coroners’ officers. . :

363: You do not wish us to understand that- the

" coroner should in every case that comes before him order

an inquiry P—Yes, the usual inguiry in all cases referred
~to him. - c

364. Buppose you had = certificate from 2 well-known
general practitioner, giving in full detail an absolutely
definite canse of death, and the cause of death was of
such a nature as niot to allow any suspicion of foul play
unless the certificate was absolutely false >—You would
not want a special inquiry in every case—the coroner

has power if he has the slightest suspicion to make

- further inquiry. I do'not think there is any difficulty
in that way; the public would be glad of the protection ;
it would remove the feeling that exists about eremation.

365. Do I understand you to recommend that a good
system would be to have a fnll detailed medical certifi-

cate, which certificate shounld then be sent to the coroner, -

so that there should be that certificate, and then asother

CREMATION

certificate #—No, I don’t think this second medical cer-
tificate necessary at all unless there are two doctors in
attendance; then make them both sign it. It ought to
be a confidential certificate, :

366. (Dr. Parsons.) Are we to understand that you

don’t see any good in having a medical referee?—I

only suggest the coroner, because he is an established
officer who has the power.and the means of . making
inquiry. . : . '

867, The proposal we had was that there should be a

medical referce, who should examine all the certifi--

cates and refer fo the coroner ?—That would relieve ihe
coroner of responsibility, when he is not a medical man.

368. (Chairman.) Supposing a certificate is givens by
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the medical attendant, and sent by him to the coroner;

D,

r.
do you, or do you not, think there shounid be a medical D. Zhomas.

referee besides —No.

s7—No. The coroner has power to make
all necessary inguiries. '

alternative to the coroner?—Yes. I'don't think you
want any further medical examination unless it is from
the coroner, who has full pewer to get it done. If the
case is all perfectly straightforward, then the coroner
could authorise cremation. If there is the slightest sus-
picion of foul play, he could make another inquiry, If
he still doubts, he counld hold an inquest in open cour:.
You must give any medical referee power to make in-
quiries, and to take or collect evidence, if his decision
is to'be of any value. '

EIGHTH DAY. .

Friday, 21st November 1902.

I'RESENT

M. C. E. Troup, ¢.B. (Chairman).
Mr. W. P. ByrxEg, c.B. i

Dr. Worizax Horper, called; and Examined.

370. (Chairman.) You are a memher of the Town
Council of Hull. I think ?—Yes. '

%’_?l. And chairman of the Cremation Sub-Committee?
—Y¥es. : :

372. 1 suppose you have had 1o do with the crema-
torium since the beginning #—Yes. L

373. You started the movement in Hull?—It came
about from a lecture given at the Hull Literary Club,
and the Corporation pressed it forward so far that we
got a special Bill through the House of Commons
enabling us to provide and use a crematorium.

. 374. TIs it you who decide whether a body may or may
not be cremated in snch case 7—The working of the case

is pretty clearly put forth in this pamphlet. (Handed
o ing) .

370, You established that crematorium under your
private Act?—Yes. We had a piece of land lying 1dle,
and we used that-part on which to erect the crema-
torinm. We erected the crematerium, with furnace and

_furniture, for a total of £4,232, exclusive of land. The

" value of the land was about £650.

- 376. Roughly, your crematorium cost you £5,0002—
Yes. -

377. Tt was finished about two years ago7—Yes, We

‘cremated the first year 17 bodies, six of which were -

plague cases from a ship. The others were people resi-
dent in Hull and in the immediate neighbourhood, ex- -
cept one from Leicester. This year up to-date we have
cremated 12 bodies, and there are none that have been
imported. . , o

378. - Your fees are very low—one guinea and three
guineas?—Yes. We lost on the working last year only
£41. We can cremate a body for three-quarters of a
‘ton of coke, worth about 8s.  As to wages, we only have
one man, who is also sexton of the cemetery adjeining.
Fifteen shillings will -cover the cost, including wages.
and the remainder of the guinea is profit. We also sell
urns of terra-cofta up to two guineas. We have not yet
made any profit out of the columbarium. We have
erected a kind of cement and stone valley, and have
cut niches in the walls in which to place urns. These
are to be sold for from 16s. to three guineas. We can
put in these over a thousand urns. ]

379. How much are you going to charge for "the
niches 7—From 15s. in the lower row to three guineas.

"'380. Are the niches left —They are cut out. The en-

ginear says it won't take above two or three hours to
cut one ont. There will be flowers, ferns, and moss to
heantify the columbarium. S ,

- 381, (Mr. Byrne.) Have you room to-3xtend thati—

Dr. Parsoxs.

' Mr. WHEELER (Secretary).

it occupies but  very small portion of the gronnd. The >

soll was dug ouf and put up to make the foundation.
for the rock work, . : :

382. (Chairman.) The chief point which we wish to

put to you is the conditions on which you allow érema-
tion. Your certficates are set out here ?—Yes, they are
set out in the form. They have been universally
accepted with satisfaction in every case.

. 11 Nov. 1902.
369. You only look on the medical referee as an .

. Dr. Holder. :

Nov., 1902,

383. Do yon allow the relatives to watch the crema- -

tion?#—Yes. There is nothing offensive init. The body

- simply effloresces. For nine minutes you see nothing
but the coffin. Then the wood seems {0 open outwards,
and the foot is always towards you. T

384. (Mr. Byrne.) Not in nine minutes, surely?— -

There is a temperature of 2,000 degrees.

_385. (Chairman.) As to your certificates and regula- -
tions. You adopted the regulations mainly from the
Cremalion Society regulations %—That is so. '

386. You first of all require an application from a
relation of the deceased #—Yes.  They get their certi-
ficate in the ordinary way from their medical man.

587. This first certificale is signed by the medical
aitendant 7—Yes. , :

- 388. That follows pretty closely the form of cerﬁﬁcate
sent to the Registrar =—Yes. o

_389. Tt is not the same certificaie the Cremation So-
ciety requires i—I think we did amend it a little.

390. You do not ask nearly so much as the Cremation.

Society ask in their first certificate 7—We think to give-
the cause of death quite sufficient.

381. \Who exsmines these certificates?—No one but.

the superintendent of the cemetery. He sees that they-
comply with the requirements of our regulations.

392. He would not be able to tell whether the cause-
of death was properly stated?—No. If the caumse of
death is filled up very loosely then the registrar wounld
not register it without sending it to the coroner.

393. The registrar will send it on if it is a case of
violence or anything suspicious, but not merely be-

cause the cause of death is loosely deseribed 7—I quite .

agree that there ought always o be a second opinion,
but if you have got the first certificate, and then
another certificate from a second medical man who has -
made separate inquiry into the symptoms and cause of
death. T don’t see how you can go further. :

394. Should not you have some med_iqal-man to look
at these certificates and see that they are in order?—
There would be no objection to that. I don’t want you

)
!
i
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leaves its trace—the death is so pronounced. I have '

taken out the cases of death in Hull that are uncer- ;
tified. These for 1901, according to the returns fur- :

Dr. Holder. to complicate it. I have known many cases of burial
it withont any certificate at all.

395. Does not that become much more serious when

432, Surely a guinea is not a very heavy fee?—24s,
'a week and six children 1o keep does not leave much

447. (Mr. Byrne.) Does your furnace smuke?—Not av jj,. H;,[d”_

21 Now. 1002 all after the first three or four minutes. -
=1 0oV, =N

you are disposing of the body in such a way that no

question of violence can afterwards be investigated 7— -

I think there has been a great deal of exaggeration over
that. The symptoms of death from irritant poisoning
are so evident. I think death from poison undetected
is very remote.

396. Are yom aware thst a2 great many cases have oc- -

curred where persons who have been poisoned have
been buried I—Not with two certificates.

397. What guarantee have you that this second certi-
ficate really implies any careful examination?—I have
none.

398. Can you say that everybody who signs tha
certificate has carefully and separately investigated the
case 7—XNo, I could not. ¥ou never will get it until yon
"approximate it to the terms in which a man witnesses
a will.

399. Have you given these certificates ?—Never one.

~ 400. Do you know what a man does who signs the
second certificate ?—He goes into the house and exa-
mines into the circumstances of death.

401. Can you say that he does do that?—No. I think
-you may rely on the profession not giving that without
due consideration o . '

402. At present it says “ carefully and separately in-

_ vestigated.” Are you prepared to say that no medical
~man would sign that whe had not carefully and sepa-
rately investigated the case?—No, T am not. 13y own
opinion is that the second certificate shounld be given by

the parish medical officer. There is one in every district -

in England and Scotland. He would be an official within

the cognizance of your depariment, and you could give
. him special direciions, ' -

. 403. (Dr. Parsons.) The district medical officer nnder.

. ~the Poor Law?—Yes, simply because there is one in
_- every parish in the kingdom. :

404. (Chairman.) The principle of what you say is

that there should be some independent officer to cer-

tify in every case #—Yes, T think thaf would be far bet- -

- ter.

405. And make an independent inquiry —Yes, and
- who wounld not be the pariner or assistant of the parly
“ interested. The parish medical officer has had much

- more general experience, and would not pass it sver in -

: a perfunctory manner if he is held down by regulations.

. 406. There shounld be clear regulations as to his duty

* :in the matter I—Yes, and he should be paid by the muni-

~ .-cipality, .as the estension of the practice of cremation

~will save them land and tend to improve the town from

:a sanitary point of view. - : -

407, In other words, you think the cremation autho.

“1ity ought to bear the cost of the second cerhﬁcate?—-=§i

Yes. a - 7 . FrEd

408. For poorer people 7—I don’t mind for ail. y

: : se if the case were doubtful you wor

o nozoz?l'l(;[ws;%g:ation without a post-mortem —No. We
claim the right to have an autopsy.

410. (Afr, Byrne.) How does that work in praclise?

TIs your superintendent an educated man?—Yes. He .

: . : ' 426. Can you say whether cremation involves longer 4 : S . o
has had years of registration. The second certificate Is .\ o “0r 30 Yodv than barisl ~No, immediately fhe N - FUTINE
very difficnlt to get withont the medical men were in deea.]t)h ‘ocours they ygo and, register it—they thenrtaké I F rzday, 12th  December 1902.
collusion. ) . L that register for burial to the secretary or superinten- 7
811 (Chairman.) We have evidence that it is given gent—they give him 24 hours’ notice. If he wants a 4
very lightly 7—Yes, I agree it is possible. . - second certificate they can get t]la{l within five or six ; ; _ _ PRESENT: |
412, (Dr. Parsons.) Suppose a principal had several - hoursfwe have never had any trouble in _that way. Mr. C. E. Trour, ¢.5, (Chair o , ]
assistatfts, each attending to people of the poorer class. . gp7, (Mr. Byrne.) Have you had any cases sent in Me WD BYM;:, C.B.(C u_m man) i 7 D_r' P.msc_)z\s. _ o _
In a case which ought {o be investl_gatec_l, and no suspi-  from places at considerable distances from Hull >—Qur 7 o _ ) 5 : Alr. Wizeis 9._ o
cion arising in their minds, 1%33' g]“e{a %arl:lﬁcat_e as t{l) first one was from Leicester. - - W HEELER, .ecretary. .
h se of death, which is brought to their principa A . _ ; : . L ) - _ . _ _ L
;u: t‘lzlzusecond certificate, and he, as ‘a'h matt’ger olf coErse,' beaéﬁ'itzi?glmit]};g]:ﬁ?ﬁihlz?;::tl:it:i)ﬁzi: &fh?se:}“ti 1:;?;%&; 4 Sir F Sexymovr Habex, For.c.s., called ; and Exzpql;ned. 3 B Sir
signs it?—1 quite agree with you. ~Thab 15 why there /o 0y oo he would have the 3Medical Ditec. 462. (Chairman.) Sir Francis Seymour-Haden. T wish jon Act: © crotare of o F S Haden,
d be an ‘independeni person appointed by the _ (P - , -} Bl ymour-Haden, I wis Cremation Act: “The Secreta of State shall moke re- - o s
ﬂgﬁcipaﬁtj’, and-.;itlzjbilig ander special directions from tory,” and have visited a good deal amongst those towns. ; on behalf of the Committee to thank you for the trouble  gulations . preseribing inryidfgt_ “cases. and iiﬁ'dér FRCS.

this Department, who would do his daty without sus-
picion. -

813 (Mr. Byrne.) Tt is only your own judgment thai
has brought you to that conclusion?—Yes. Of course,
in the majority of the few poisoning cases that have
taken place, nothing whatever has been traced—it is -

very easy to destroy the traces of vegetable poisons.’

414, Poisoners often use arsenic?—VYes; that always

nished by the registrars, were 78; and in the 33 larger L

towns of ‘Encland, 2,429,

415. (Chairman.) These are cases where the registrar
enters the cause of death given by a non-medical per-
son ?—They generally come from the coroner—he makes
such investigation as he thinks sufficient, :

- 416. Cases which have been reporied to the coroner,
and in which he refuses fo hold an inquest?—I don’t
know--I should think so. 7 : _

417. (BMr. Byrne.) And buried without a- certificate
given to the minister?—I don’t think our superinten-
dent would allow any burial without a proper certifi-
cate. -

- 418. (Chairman.) Do you think a coromer’s passing

a case in that way, is much assurance that the case -

is_straightforward —None whatever—he does noi often
take the trouble to ask the medical man anything about
it. In these cases, where people have a certificate for

" burial given by the coroner, he. does not always take

the trouble fo inguire of the medical man who Iknew
the family, or make any medical inquiry whatever into
the truth or otherwise of the statements made by the .
friends of the deceased.

219, You don's think he makes what you would call

satisfactory inguiries?—Not in sll cases.

420. (Ar. Byrne.) Are you thinking of a case of per- .

sonal neglect on the part of some particular coroner ?—I-
think it 1s common—that is my experience generally.

421, You thought they were all slack in their in-

quiries —Yes, if they are very busy.

422. Your coroner has a police-officer for conducting
any mecessary inquiries? —Yes. I should like o
lay before you the necessity for cheapening and
making easy the facilities for getting certificates
for cremation on the part of poor people— their
time is much occupied in getting a living, and if they
have much running about, it may be the turning-point
between cremation and burial—anything that will favour

the expansion of cremation wili be a grest saving in -
waste land, and a sanitary advantage to themselves.

If we can get that second certificate given by some
authority belonging {o.the town, you would have a
guaraniee that they were given after careful examina-
tion, and it would meet the desires of the working-
people.

an independent inquiry, and send the certificate direct
to the cemetery superintendent. T think that would
make a machinery that would be to the advantage of
working people, -and also of proper regulations.

423. (Dr. Parsons.) How is the registrar to know if
the body is to be cremated 7—He shonld ask that ques.
tion. - _ - ' T '
424, In each case?—I think so,

425. That is rather beyond the registrar’s functions
as at present defined 7—That is so—it is only a ques-
tion whether in preparing new machinery his funchions
should be extended. ' o

429. (Chairman.) Have you cremated any working-
class people P—The five plague cases and the late super-
intendent of our parks and burial grounds. -

430. The interest among the working classes has not
shown itself in people of that class being actually ore-
mated 7—XNo; bui-it will be only a question of fees,

- 431. Your fees do not stop it?—Yes, they do; be-
cause they can get a body buried for about 9s. 6d. -

—_— = @ e e g e gt e

The regisirar gets his first certificate, and
should be empowered to make the inquiry if cremation. -

" is desired—he should then direet the medical man ap-
pointed to give the second certificate to go and make
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" that; but it would be an extra trouble.

margin. L
- 433. They are all in burial clubs 7—Certainly not all.

434. 1 should have thought from what one knows of
burial insurance that a working man would often be
able to afford a guinea?—Thers are plenty of them
able and willing ; but there are ather classes—the poorest
and most depraved, who have not the chance to do
it. Of course we have power to remit fees in certain
circumstances, and if there were an epidemic in Hull
we should remit every fee.

435. (Ar. Byrne.) You know that the Act of Parlia-
ment requires that the preliminary declarations shall
be made under the Statutory Declarations Act—that
means a slight fee 7—I didn’t know that. Al I can say
is that it is 2 great deterrent.

436. You think that will have a bad effect?—T do;
I think it will deter the greater part of them., _
_437. I presume some magistrate, who is a member
of your rouncil. might be prepared to receive these
declarations without fee ?—I should be very giad to do
I am certain
that it should be unnecessary, seeing you have the safe-
guard of the second certificate, - '

438. You would advise us not to compel .profesional :
men to make the certificates and declarations under the

‘Deciarations Act?—I do, most distinetly—because if

the medical man had to do it he would dissuade many
cases from doing it—I am certain it would be a very
greal detriment fo the progress of cremation.

439. (Chairman.) Do you think it is really necéssnry.
to allow the relatives to look at the body during cre-
mation —No. , . T

44). You don't think they would object fo a remu-
lation not to inspect during the actual process 7—They
would be suspicious if you don’t allow it ; but it must
be with permission of the engineer. -

YMI._ (Afr. Byrne) You have seen a good many —
es. , :

" 442. Have you ever seen any cases in which the flames

_ allowed you to see the body 2—No.

443. As a matter of fact, in your furnace you have
never seen anything you could call indecent ?—No;
everyone has said it is most reverent, o

A44. (Chairman.) What do you think should be done
with ashes left on the hands of the cremation authori.
ties7—They can be put in the ground. '

445. You would see no objection to a regulation that
where the bodies are not disposed of in urns they should
be buried a foot or two deep 2—No. ' '

446. Is there any need for them to b b ied g
or two deep #—Not the slightest. ¢ oumed a foo_t

448. It never throws out thick smoke?—No; those 21 Nov. 1902

in the grounds are often unaware that a cremation is

In progress, : , ' :
449. You were instrumental in making these Hull

regulations I did a great desl of it. '

459, Why did you choose that simple form of medical

certificate #—We thought ours equally good.

; 551. You did consider them in detail?—Very care-
ully, - . '

452. (Chairman.) Has any surgical operation been per-

formed—do you see any objection to that?—None what-
ever. _

453. Do you see any- objection to asking the medical

man to say definitely that there are no suspicions cir-
comstances known to him#—No.

454, You aimed at making it as short and simple as
possible I—No, we thought this was quite sufficient. .

455. You don't see any great objection: 1o any of these
questions which the Cremation Society require to .be

- answered by the medical attendant?2—I don't quite re-
member now—one or two we debated a good deai—

there are two medical men on the committee. . _
456. (Mr. Byrne.) It is obvious jou .aimed ai sim-
Plicity 7—Yes, we did in a way. :
457. Siill you would strongly recommend us to Lay
down instructions for the medical officer who passed
these certificates I do, so long as you don’t make the
business expensive and troublesome. ' :

458. (Chairman.} As regards cases in Haull, you would
not see any qb_]ectioq to the man who gives the second
certificate being nominated by the cremation authority 7

made as a general one.

459. (Dr. Parsons.) Do you think it desirable that the

fact of death should be certified in a case of proposed

cremation—that one of the medical men shounld. cer-
tify that le had seen the body, and that death had
actually taken place %—The second man should—I tFink
it would be feasible. - o B
46D . Ts it desirable that the medeal man should pive
a ceﬂlﬁfate_that the Pody is that of the person named?
—I don't think so—in very rare czses is that a requisiie.

461. Is there anything that you.wish {o aldd_to what
you have said #—Yes ; in regard to the cases of persons
who die without medical attendance. Tn such cases
the coroner’s order for burial, supplemented by a certi-
ficate from the anthorised medical officer to the effect

-that he had specially and separately investigated the

cause of death, and” was of opinion that ceath was

due to natural causes, should be sufficient warrant for
the cremation to be allowed.* '

NINTH DAY,

you have taken in coming here to-day. We know. the
interest you have taken in the question of the disposal
of the dead, and we should like to know whether you
have any suggestions to offer on the particular matter
referred to us by the Secretary of State ?—Yes, but I
should first like- to be allowed to read Section 7 of the

He has to say, “I can or I cannot make these regula-
tions.” - L - :

463. 1 think he is hound by the Statute to make rego-

* The witness handed 10 the Committee co

GoG6

y pies of u report of a lecture which he delivered «t, Hull “the subj f
- Cremation, and “ A Quarter Century of Crenvition in N ica,” by b ished by Boide
‘and Millet, Boston, 1801, - 0 o ovion In Nortk Ameriea,” by Mr. Joh

n Storer Cobl, published “by Kniglt
' ' e

~—No—my proposal concerning the parish doctor was -

- what conditions the burning of hitman remains may take 12 Dec. 1902
place.” This appears to me to.put the Homae Secretary . '
Jinto the position of entire responsibility in: the matter,
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F. S. Haden,

44 .

Intions P—Then to do that he must, from my peint of
view, really make regulations for the encouragement
of crime. The duty of the Home Secretary in the

“matter is, surely, to make regulations for the safe burn- .

ing of dead bodies.

464. To make it as safe as possible?—No, to make it
safe. I cannot suppose that any responsible Minister
wonld be satisfied to make such a proceeding as safe as
possible. He would have to say, “ I am satisfied, or not
satisfied, that such a thing may be done without risk,

465. But is not absoluie security impracticable?—
Yes. What, however, I want to im%ress upon the Com-
mittee is this: the Act invesis the Home Secretary
with the power to say, I cannof, or I can, conscien-
tiously allow such and such cerfificafes as sufficient
warrant for cremation.” The question before the Com-

- miftee js ‘entirely a matter of certificates. I know he
cannot be satisfied with any such certificates as those
which satisfy the Cremation Society ; it is not possible
for. anyone io be satisfied with them. It is.to
be remembered that the burning of a dead body destroys
all evidence as to how that body came by its death.
How can it be safe to destroy such evidence ? How many
murders may, even now, have been commifted ander
-such -conditions P—Murder is 2 much commoner crime
than people suppose. A man who is, or may be, himself
the murderer will give you such a certificate as will
‘mislead even the Secretary of State.

. 466. Do you say that murder is very common?—Yes,
. commoner than is supposed. _ o

'466%. Then the possibility of exhumation has very

little effect in checking murder #—XExcept as a deterrent,
possibly but little; as a means of exposure, eshumation
1s, of course, of the utmost value. I shounld, however,
iike to be allowed io refer the Commitiee to the Article
on cremation which appears in Vol. 192 of the
¢ Quarterly Review ¥ (1900), pages 45 to- 67.

" 467. May we take this article in the “Quarterly
Reéview ¥ ‘as expressing your views on the subject of
cremation >—Every line of it.. - _ :

468. T have read it with mueh interest.: Have you
anything to add 4o it?—If you have read it X shall only
be troubling you with unnecessary detail. I am, how-
over, perfectly convinced that the Home Secretary will
never be able to devise a certificate which shall be even
‘2 proximate safeguard against erime in this business of

_ cremation. .

.469. Is not the number of exhumations very small—
not more than a dozen a year 7—They ought, I think; to
be more namerous, - S . T

. A70. Tf there is all this necessity for examining the
body after -death, would it not be better that where
possible it shonld be done before the body is disposed
of 7—Certainly, if it were possible, but it is not possible,

The Cremation Society have tried it;, or pretended to

- try it _ 7
471. Do you not think, then, that it is very desirable

that more inquiries should be made into the causes..

of death?—Even ihen you will learn aothing from
- a mere inspection of the body, which is what the Cre-

‘mationists are depending upon. The dead body

never expresses anything. In-the act of dying all the
signs of ill-usage, however great, gradually disappear,
- and all that you sec is perfeet placidity ; that being so,

how can any stranger, or even an official, coming

in to look at the body after death venture to back a
certificate to the effect that the death was natural. I
assure you it cannot be done. : :

472. (Afr. Byrne.) That relates to the mere inspection -

of a dead body, but not to further examination 7—What
further examination? As I have said, without a post-
mortem it is impossible, and ot then except it be
performed by an expert—and where is the expert?

473. (Chairman.) You could find 2 goed many practi-
tioners competent to make a post-mortem ?—Yes, in a
- case of physical injury; but not to make an analytical

~ a'satisfactory conclusion in cases of poisoning,

. . 474.-H there is any ground for snspicion or doubt as to

. the cause of death, do not you think it very desirable
that an analytical post-mortem should be'made before
barial 7—Possibly, but, first, what is o put it into your
head that it is.a suspicious case? And, secondly, an
analytical axamination may take a fortnight or more to

. suspeete. o . : ,
478. In what way can you learn more from an ex:.

post-mertem, and without that you never can arrive at
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carry vut. How éould you keep a Bady unburied all

that {ime?

475. (Dr. -l’arsms.) In what respect could information
be more readily obtained from a body that had been
exhumed than one that had not been buried at all?

- You are speaking of the difficulty of obtaining informa-

tion as to the cause of death from inspection of. the
body—would not that apply equally to a bedy that had
been exhumed ?—No; you do not exhume a body simply
to look atit, but to make a chemiéal or other examination
of its organs, 7 - '

" 476. That examination could be made better before
burial than after?—Could it? I think not, for 1ue

-reason I gave you.

477. Your remarks seem to point to the nced for more
care in regard to death certificates?—No, I have said
that a certificate is, at best, but bad evidence, and one
founded on a mere inspection of the body necessarily

humed body than one that has mot been buried?—
You can cut it to pieces and see what chemical, or other
lethal matters it contains. . .

479. You can do that before it is buried ?—Yes, but
only if there is some canse for suspicion.” In the Clover
case, Dr. Stevenson, knowing how readily strychnine
quitted the.stomach, looked for it also in the muscles.

If an “ordinary practitioner” had seen the girl imme- -

diately after death he would not have had the faintest.

suspicion that she had even been poisoned, all signs.

of suffering ceasing pari passu with the passage of life.

~ 480. {Chairman.) Your position is that you camnot.
make any suggestion on the subject >—I need make no

other than has been made in that article on the * Quar-

terly Review.” '

481. We may tzke this article as yonr evidence I—

- Yes, as far as 1t goes.

482, (Afr. Byrne.) Do you consider the present system.
of death certification is so defective a5 tc be an incentive
‘to murder?—Yes; the present system of certification
offers no more certainty than determines the payment

_of a sophisticated cheque.

483. Do you agree with the recommendations of the
Death Certification Commitiee of 1892, or are they not
sufficient for you?—No; that was a committee of crema-
tionists, and the report it was able to make depended
on its composition. - ‘ -

- 484. (Dr. Parsons.) What precautions could you sug-
gest fo prevent crime #—None, nor I should think could
anyone eclse. coe - o -

- .485. Leaving cremation out of the question, what -
precautions in the way of certification could you suggest
to prevent the possibility of crime in the case of burial ? -

—1 could not suggest any, because the circumstances
would not be immediately connected with the death.
They would arise out of something that turned up after—
wards. Once more, I do not believe in the certainty of
any certificates, - : : :

~ 486. You say the only safegnard of any value is the
possibility of ‘exhumation?—I do. It is the only safe-

_guard .of any value. All attempts to attenuate that

value must necessarily fail.

487. (Chairman.) You would leave the certificates
as they are now?—In so far as they were supposed to
warrant the proceedings of the  Cremation Society of
England,” T would burn them; in so far as they are

- _capable of being corrected by exhumation, I would leave
. them as they are now. A certificate is, as I have said,

no better than a cheque—it may have value, or it may

have none. _ . R
488. What ground have yon for saying that undis-

covered murders are so numerous P—Jany grounds, but

chiefly because one exhumation quite commonly brings.
out several undiscovered murders, all of them certified
to bave been natural deaths. : g

489, There are only aboub five or six exhumations.

-made in each year in ceses where crime is suspected,

and in the majority even of these nothing comes of itP—

Then I should say- there is great ‘mismanagement-

somewhere. To me this is surprising, and the state- -

ment that nothing comes of it even more so. ‘Is it
nothing that a man, say, who has cremated his wife, and
is afterwards charged ‘with having murdered her, is by
exhumation relieved for ever of the horrible suspicion

!
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- T think so, becanse the cases would be so few, at present.

~ - but with that exception they did not get from any other
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490 (Dr. I'arsons.) 1f the plan of “earth to earth
burial” were adopted, the chance of finding out any
crime afterwards by exhumation would be less than

now !—Well, it might diminish the value of exhuma-
tion, but it would not necessarily do so.” Most of the
mincral poisons tend to preserve the body, which faci-
litates and greatly enhances the value of exhumation.

[At the request of the witness the following estract
from a paper, published ty him in 1888, is appended

. 1o his evidence, as explaining his answers to Questions

475-6-8-8, and 485,

Eaxtract. v

I learn at the moment of going to press that the
Cremation Society has withdrawn its promise of making
& post-mortem examination of every body it burns, and
that it is now satisfied with the usual certificate of the
cause of death furnished by the practitioner in charge

of the case, supplemented, however, by a second, to be
given by a practitioner who, being called in affer the F.
death, has nothing to go by but the appearance of the
body and such an account of the case as the prac-
titioner in charge may choose, or be able, to givelilim. 12
So that if the practitioner in charge be mistaken or
deceived (as has often happened), or, like Dr. Cross, of
Dublin, or Mr. Palmer, of Rugeley, is himself in-
terested in deceiving the second comer, where is the
‘'security of this second certificate? I submit that such
a certificate offers none of the security claimed for it, The
destruction, therefore, by cremation, of all- demon-
strable evidence of the cause of death—of all such evi-
dence, that is to say, as is only to be obtained by the
exhumation of the body—is a danger to society, and
an arbitrary act on the part of an irresponsible body of -
persons, which ought to be at once made the subject of
competent investigation, and, if its dangerous character
is recognised, declared illegal.]+ :

TENTH DAY,

Fhirsd 1y, 15th January 199

Alr. C. E. Tiour, c.8,, Chairman.
Mr. W, P Byisg e,

JMr. WALTER SCHRGDER called ; ‘and Examined,

401 (Cha-irman.) Alr. Schréder, you are Secretary to
the Coroners’ Society?—Yes; Honorary Secretary to
the Coroners’ Society and Deputy Coroner for Central

. London. '

492, And are you able to expfess the viéws, more or
less officially, of the Coroners’ Society 2—As a matter of
fact, at the last meeting of the Council I informed them

" that the Oremafion Act was passed, and then they.

requested me to communicate with the Home Office,
and ask that they might be favoured with a copy of

my views on - the matfer, nothing further was done.
When I received your lefter on Saturday, I communi-
cated with the President and Vice-Presidenis to ask if
they would come here to-day, and they replied sug-
gesting that T had betier attend. :

- 493. We are anxious 4o have your views before we

seftle the draft which the Secretary of Siate has asked
us to prepare. You know that we have already heard
Dr. Thomas’s views?—I mentioned at our Council
meeting tlrat he had been here, and I know some of his
views, and. personally, I agree with everything he in-

“dorraed me he said.

- 494, Generally, his views amounted fo this: that he

:thonght the coroner was the best person fo decide

whether & case was a proper one for al.owing cremation?
—I think fhat would be rather the view the Society

- wonld take, for this reason—io avoid the possibility of

any body being’ cremated that should come wunder
the. coroner’s cognisance, with a view to preventing
érime. _ .

. 493.-Do you think ihe coroners 'gemamll throughout
the country would be willing to Md&ﬁﬁkﬁyiﬂle'd'ﬂiy?—

496. We rather understood from  the Cremation

Society that Dr. Thomas was always very willing to say .

in any case whether it was a proper cage for cremation,

coroner a statement whether he considered it a case for
cremation #—Have  cases been referred to the other
coroners? . - N

PRESENT:

Dr. PArsoxs.

Mr. WueeLER, Secrelary.

496%, We were told so?—I think I have settled two -

such cases-in Dr. Thomas's abseuce ; we had very full 15 Jan 190

inquiries made, and then I either gave the pink form
or wrote a letter o a similar effect to say that an inquesc
was not necessary. : : o

497. At all events, we had it from the Cremation
Society that Dr. Thomas gave more definite help than
anybody else?—That might be. '

498. Of course, the London coroners now are very

Your proposed regulations, and, beyond fheir acking competent people, but, taking the couniry generally,

would you not admit hat there are a good many coroners
not so capable?—Some are not keen, I admit; but I
think that is because at the present time they have to
make so many inguiries withont, payment. Not only
are they paid no fee, but they are out of pocket.

489, Would a fee guarantee a thorough inquiry?—I
think so, o : ' '

500. (1r. Byrne.) Would that be a £1 3s, 6d. fea?—
I should think about a.guinea. Of course, I do mot
‘anticipate many cremations ouiside London. - -
. 90L (Chairman.} But there are several crematoria
.outside London ?—TUp to the present there are very few
cases.. The chief reason why it suggests itself to my
munl that the coroner is the best person is because he
Las all the appliances ready. , :
502, What sort of dnquiry wonld you suprest he -
should make?—I am of opiuion‘thatsjthe certificates
which zre now forwarded to the cremation authority
s].mu_]d &5 to the coroner; that he should then ingtruet
his officer to meke inquiries, which would put beyond
doubt the cerfainty that the deafh was due 1o matural

. causes. These inguiries would relate to the attendance

of the medical man, the duration of the illnesz, and all

. the other circumstances attending the death which are

most important, and which might not reall '
to the medical man who gives the certli.gaca't{:.be o

- 503, Do not you think that would be rather a diffi-

- culty in the way of cremation, that the coroner’s officer

shonld come round in every case?—No. If som ies
in such districts as Portland Place or Lancasteg'o(l;‘r:tzie;

.~ insiruct the officer to go in private clothes,

't The witness supplied the Committee with copies ¢f the followine Py

g Papers of which he is the author +—Earth t4-:|' Earth:

A plea for a more rational olservance of the conditions proper to the disposal of the dead:—Edward Standford 26 and 27,
2 b 3 - 3

Cocksnur Street, Charing Cross, 8.1, ; Bemro d 2 i i
. 1nr legislation and 0 nrotest against Cremations? ' ;r;mpsetr)'l_lrséa-(fa%lghf fgl]::'lv o, Derby. e Disposal of the

Bemrose and Sons: A forther protest acainst Cremation ; e T :
Disposal of the Dead : A plea for legislation ; a paperread éftﬂgt?fﬁ Itnotthe ol Cometh Qotober 1891,

:eld in London in 189).--Bemrose and Sons.
the Sotiety of Arts, 23rd November 1892 —T.ondon : Edward

emation an Incentive to Crime: A plea for legislation

, Dead :
rch Congrress at, . Manchester, 3rd Octﬁab(ciar IJSXS{S).I-e—a -

‘ . The Rati
ernational Congress of Hygiene and Den:oga}rgf)ﬂ;‘}

3 4 paper read at

Standford. ‘The Disposal of the Dead : A plea for legisla-

tion : a paper read at the Churel Congress, Birmingham, 6tk October 1893.—Bemrose and Sons Ltd.
6966, | | o "
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504. At all events, even if the coroner was not referred
to in perfectly straightforward cases, you think that he
is the right person to decide in any case of doubt 2—I
think so, because he has the appliance ; otherwise you
will have to start a fresh set of officers. At the present
time the coroner has no power legally to say a cremation

. shall {ake place. :

504%. No, and I do not know whether we have gét

" any power to say that the coroner must undertake the

duty ?—No, I see nothing in the Act of Parliament ; of

" course there is no such power given in the Coroners’ Act

of 1887. _

505. What would you say to the suggestion that the
coroner might in some cases be appointed by the crema-
tion authority as the referee to decide what cremations
might take place 7—Yes, I presume you mean a coroner

&=

~ in each district. :

E06. Suppose a crematorium established by the Bir-

- mingham Corporation, and they want to have somebody

to decide in each case whether cremation is permissible,
do vou think there would be any difficulty about ap-
pointing the coroner ?—No, 1 think he is the best man to
be appointed. - - o -

507. OF course, that would only be dome with his
consent >—Yes. : ;

508. It would be an additional appointment, and
presumably carry a salary with it P—Yes; still, I quite

see it would be difficult for the coroner to have a very

wide area, because with cremation, as with burial, -

prompt action is necessary, and if the coroner, say, at
Birmingham had a district extending some 40 or 50
miles out, it would be rather difficult. My own view is
that something more is required than what exists at the

present time as regards the certificates of the Crema-

- tion Society. :

500. Yon do not think they are snfficient?—I do

‘not. Many things occur of which the medical man

knows nothing—in many cases the medical man is the

" last person to know of such matters; if the cer.ificate

was given upon what e knew, many cases of death

f=)

which now form the subject of inquests would never
come before the court at all, but it is from other informa-
tion that we get that the coroner decides to hold an
mquest. ' . : '

'510. You think the certificate of the medieal man

would not bring out the suspicious cireumstances?—I

_ think so; some other officer should make inquiries.

511. In every case of cremation P—Yes.

" 512. (Afr. Byrne.) In the sense that the certificate,
although truthful, would be so ambiguous as to give no
grounds for criticism >—However bond fide the certificate
might be, the medical man would not know all the cir-
_cumstanees. ~ . . S o .

513. That refers to the certificate as used by the
Cremation Scciety >—Yes., :

514. Not to a certificate which might be made more
particular and detailed ?—XNo,
Many years ago a young lady was brought up, apparently

her husband, from Worcester, to a coffee house. A

doctor ealled in finds she is suffering from disease of the.

liver. The husband is in great distress, and states that
she insists upon having brandy. She dies two days
after. The doctor certifies “Disease of the liver—
clironic alcaholism.” An anonymous letter came in, an
inquest was held, and it was proved that he was not
the husband, and that he-had been dosing her with
brand= for months to get rid of her.” That man was
sentenced to penal servitude for life. I the medical

certificate had been accepted in that case and the body '

cremated, nothing further could have been done. We
got the letter and stopped the funeral. :

- 515. You would have stopped the cremation siinilnr]y?
_ Yes ; the funeral had actually started. The letter only
arrived just in time. . Lo o C '

- 516, (Dr. Parsons.) I-do not see . what would have

_been gained by eshuming the body in that case; the

~exhumation would not have shown whether she took the
alcohol of her own free will>—Yes, but no prosecution.

could follow without a post-mortem examination. -

515‘.' Rimé admitted on all sides that she died from

alcoholism ; the question was what induced her to take -

the alcohol >—Before we sent that case for trial it was
necessary to have a post-mortem examination to reveal

hJRIyREENR M

_ tions are made.

I will mention one case.

it; no man can be convicted of murder upon mere
external symptoms, '

(Chairman.) I suppose it amounts to this, that where

you have got the body you must examine it as far as
possible. ' .
517. I sappose you would, at all events, hold that
even when an inquest is held the coroner should agree
with the verdict of the jury before a cremation shonld
be allowed. Supposing the jury returned a verdict
of death from natural causes, it is possible that the

_coroner might still think the case a suspicions one?—

The only thing he could do is to adjourn the inquiry; he

" is bound to take the verdict of the jury.

518. It does not follow that he would allow the cremun-
tion >—He has no power 1o stop it. .

519, But if he is to' be made the person to decide, he

would not go merely by the verdict of the jury +—Quite -
50, '

520. (Dr. Parsons.) Is it not the case that in a large
proportion of inquests no post-mortem is made?—No,
just the reverse; in the majority of cases such examina-

.521. (Chairman.) In the case of a person found appar-
ently drowned, would the coroner always order a post-
mortem +—No, not always.

522. (Dr. Parsons.) Or sudden death from supposed
heart disease?—Not if the deceased .was known to be
suffering from heart disease. Again, I say that, why
I think the coroner is the best .officer is because his
inquiry officer is well known in the neighbourhood,
and the chances are that when he js making inquiry, he

would be readily informed of any suspicious circam-
- stances. : ' ' '

523. (3Ir. Byrnc.) The coroner’s officer being a con-
stable, would make it painful for the relatives?—No ;
he would go in private clothes—they are in the habit of
makine these inquirfes.. In the coroner’s districts of
Central London and Central Middlesex we inquire
]i]n{ioiabont 60D cases a year in which no inquests are

e , o

524. (Dr. Parsons). In proportion to what number of
inguests 2—About 1,800. : e

525. (Chairman.) In London there is more tendency
than there used to be to appoint medical men as

- coroners 2—The tendency is to appoint doubly quali- -

fied men.

525. In thiz country the coroners, who are mostly

solicitors, wonld not be particularly well qualified to
judge of medical certificates?7—No, but they wonld of
the reports submitted to them by their officers.

 527. (Dr. Parsons.) In ihe country a crematorinm
might serve not only for the immediate place, but for
some distance round, and the borough coroner would
not be in a very advantageous position to inquire into
the cirenmstances of deaths in outside districts 7—No, if’
the coroner is to do it, I think it must be the coroner
for the district. : : :

528.. (Chairman.) Is there not a danger of delay in
that case 7—No, not inore than in the ordinary inguiry.

T think the coroners in the country and outlying districts '

telegraph, and so there is no delay.

529. In a borough, or a place like London, the
‘coroner might perhaps do the work very well ; but I do
see a difficulty where you have got the death in one

" place, the coroner Jiving in another, and the Cremation

" Society and its cremalorium in a third 3—I was only

~ thinking of the best officer available for making the !

inguiries. . .

. - 530. Your chief point is that there should not only
Ve medical certificates, but further inquiry —Yes ; and
_that inquiry can be best made by the coroner and his
officers. . . . C '
.- 53L {Afr. Byrne.) Looking through a number of deatht
certificates, a large number of them, if true, absolutely
precludz the idea of crime ; what proportion would the
ambiguous ones bear to the others ?—Extremely small.
. 532. Where o death has been verified by two high-
¢lass doctors, why should any inquiry at all bs mad
in that case 7—Only as a special safeguard. ' :

533. Would it be worth while to introduce that -

system of inguiry in every case#—TLersonally, I do not
think many cases escape notice ; the only guestion is

" worth while to inquire into the fifty.

~whether for the sake of the possible one in fifty it is -

£ Lo Gt i e
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i 533. Do mnot you ihink everyihing could be met b)"
taving a \'er_\-'fdemllqd and well thought cut pair of
certificates 3—Yes ; with submirsion to the corcner in
certain cases. '

534%. (Dr. Parsons.) 1t being understood that every
ggs: of suspicion should be referred to the coroner i—
es.

(Mr. Byrue) X take it that why the Cremation Sﬁciuty

refer cases now, is because they are not satisfied with
these certificates.

535. ((Nairman.) 1 may say that the suggestion we
have betore us now is not to require the coroner to make’
the‘ Inquiry in every case, but to enable the cremation
autiority to employ the coroner as medical referee, in
whizh event he would decide as to every case, but in
any event, even if he is not employed as referee, that
all loubtful cases should go to him. We have felt a

‘difticulty in saying that the coroner is in every case

the right person to decide?—Yes, I only suggested it
because he has the appliances at hand ; the officers

who make the inquiry are those engaged in similar
work every day.

836. (Alr. Byrne) In consideration of the great

Mr.

W. Schroder.

number of straightferward cases, if proper means could 19 Jan. 1903.

be made for getting before the coroner any case in which

there was a possibility of suspicien, you would be satis-

fied?—I think so. Many cases are reported, and no
inquest is beld ; probably in cremation cases it would be
much less—not more than one in -20. o

. B37. Is private information, combined with an
innocent cause of death, frequently the cause of

a1t inquest #—Yes, we receive an anonymous letter, and -

the doctor may have given a certificate ; then we order
" a post-mortem’ if it is decided to hold an inquest.
538. Are there many cases like that 7—No, not many
—of course there are a good many cases of rnmours.
539. (Dr. Parsons.) Is disease accelerated by neglect
n?o.*. a frequent case with old people and children 7—
Not a great number of old people, but it is with childrer. .

540. Especially illegitimate children?—No.
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